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Stand upright, speak thy thought, declare 
The truth thou hast, that all may share 
Be bold, piocUmn it everywhere 
They nnly lire who dare I 
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The Afanag'i will much 'Miptd it thus / our read*?* u f i‘> 
h,rvr V'Hf redwing • opus of this pope* ii.i \petimens is iU kindlv 
aohy whither tkrs muff rv yecome *vl'\ nbj»s ur Ar)/ 'Ihu M 
\n 1 ill l* ft r»<t th-t *r feet sure >/if\ ?• tU lomptv -nth the Manager's 
request 

Ue an happy t‘) -wtv that we ate now tn a />unAiVz to supply 
" lhr C rmrane " to Muhammadan students u/m apply to us during 
the m/nth of OMer at the te/tuud rale of A\i. 2 ever *■ three 
paid in advance and to non-Afoslem students at tnt still 
im et ran 1 '1 ft*, j ei erv six months 
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Morocco. 

Vuus newspapers state that Germany desires modification 
of certain points which were regarded as settled, these entailing a 
^ setback. ig. Moroccan negotiations The French Premier has 
'•l&ssureji a deputation of financiers that there 15 no fresh disagreement 
with Germany, but only a difference of phraseology. 


lost four hundred killed Seven guns were captured A message 
from Nobaran states that Silar-cd-Dauleh has reheated Lo a position 
there, leaving his guns and ammunition fin* Government Army is 
pin suing him 

Lord Kitchener 

In '• K11 v.m«VKrt aimed at AleKandn.i and on landm** 
pioiPi‘dtd to tin LoiiiubPe, where he reiened Hu- Premier and foil 
Minsters th alici ward* visited the Khedive, and, later, presented 
the Khedive wills hi* r redenLuils He then proceeded to Cairo 
In presentuig his * rulcntriL to the Khedive, fxml Kitchener, 
S[»takiug in Frtmh, :i'd Ihal the King commanded him to express 
His Majesty & highest eslufu f< r Lhe Khedive and his sincere 
wishes loi the well hung of Kgypt Lord Kitihener ^aid lie 
was p r uud ,'f his mission and wis happy to renew the plei&ani 
recollections •» the « ountrj. to which he was attached by tu*s ol 
deep iih'i-'.tioii lord Kitchcnci lm arrival at t'airu He was 
wet- onu 1 Lv huge crowds, who di^pluved unpreudcntci^Milhusiasm 

% *ik II Ki 1 v \vn I^oni> Nokiunn k liave died 

I'm Niwah ol Ann 111 the Haz.ua district has given a 
donation of one lakh of rupees In the projected I slam ul» College at 
Peshawar - 

1 1 i' understood that a despatch will diurtly be sun Lo the 
Secretary ul S r aL=; tui th« subjc L ol rhe pioposed Muhammadan 
Lnivcrsi'ya \ngarh 

for.M collections for the Moslem University up to the end 
01 SLptiniher were 15 lakhs and 508, or whicli 12 Uklis ^ hundred 
,ire hi the Agia Bank 

(SHALIB'S (iRAVK FUND 

M. Tassaddu({ Hosain, Esq, Delhi Rs 10 

Shauivid Ulftma Moulana Altaf Hosam Sahib, # 

Hale Panqmt ... ... ,, 10 a 

Syed Md. Majid, Esq., Calcutta „ 1 

Dr, Dtnison Ross ... ... ... „ 10 

M. Moaz/am Ah, Esq 5 

Ismail Arnf Ilham, Esq., Calcutta ,, 10 

Amount received during the fortnight ... Rs ^ 

Amount previously acknowledged ... ... „ 4 f>i ® 


A iJttifEOR \M from Teheran states that the Government troops 
defeated' Salar-ed-Dauleh in the vicinity of Tabriz. The latte 
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Many of our reader* had tacn pressing us to <>|hmi a Fund Tor 
the rMicr of the Turkish wounded and the 
Rebel of Turkish widows and orphans of the Turkish soldierh 
Wounded. Widows killed in tattle We were fully disposed to 
r and Orphans* open the Fund for an object so obviously 

humanitarian, especially as su< h funds had 
been opened during every previous war against Turkey. However, 
being anxious to take no step which might be looked upon with 
i disfavour by the Government, or embarrass it in its international 
^ dealings, we thought it advisable to ascertain the wishes of H, 1 C the 
Viceroy in the matter . 1 We are glad to announce that His Excellency’s 
reply to our inquiry is all that could be desired We publish 
below the text of the te It graphic communication sent to us by Lhe 
Private Secietary to the Viceroy 

Simla, 7th Ql tuber tyit, 16 finite minutes 

Mohamed Ali, 109, Ripon Street, Calcutta 
Your letter of 3rd just received. The Viceroy sees no 
objection to your raising fund for the purely humanitarian 
purpose which you indicate. 

P. S. V. 

Wk dkki'lv regret Lhe delay m bringing out this issue of the 
Comrade. This u the first time that we have offended in this 
respect. The reason of the delay was that we werr* waiting foi the 
reply of H?E the Viceroy to our communication 


J‘i is with the deepest feelings ol grief that wr have to record 
the untimely and suddeu death on Lhe a^th 
rhe late Mr. 9 Suptembei ul Mr. Ahdus Salem. N.A., 
Abdua Selanu 1-L.B , Vakd, Aligarh, Tiusicc of the M A -O 

• (Allege «nd Hanoi ary Secretary of the Old 
Beys’ Association Mr. Salara, while on his way hunt hi Agra 
from Aligarh, hail a sudden attack of cholera, and shortly ufte r 
he reached home he succumbed in the fatal attack He was 
elected Secretary or the Old Boys’ Aquation in March 1910, 
and a Trustee of tta College in September of the same year. 
The deceased was a gentleman of great affability of manner 
arib native couitefty and was endowed with various gifts and rharms 
* of personality. His career of usefulness has been cut short in the 
prime of life. We are t>ure his. lo&s will be mourned by a vast 
circle of admiiets and fi lands, especially by that vast brotherhood 
of the Aligarh College, young and old, of whom he was a 
prominent and useful member and trusted representative. Our 
heart goes out m deep and sorrowful sympathy to the family 
4 of the deceased and to his brother Maulvi Abdul Gt^ffar Soheb, 
Deputy Collector, in the terrible affliction and bereavement that 
hi has befdUen them The members of the M. A.- 0 . College Day 
^A^hohuf'^.^ilD held a condolence meeting on the 25th September 


1 October. 

• •• 

in which rsolutions of sympathy were passed gqfi tilt following 
message was wired to the deceased's brother. "The members 
of the M. A.-O. College Day Scholars 1 Club express their profound 
regret at Maulvi Abdus Salam Sahib’s untimely death and offer 
to the bereaved family their sincere condolence and heartfelt 
sympathy.” 


AM. those interested in Bombay Cricket will be glad to learn that 
at a recent meeting of the Bombay, Poona, 
Cricket at Bombay. Hindu, Islam and Parsi GymkhandT it was 
unanimously resolved 11 to admit Muhammad, 
ans to international cricket,* thus making the contest a quadrangular 
one 11 The Modern team, according to the resolution, may be 
loth posed of players drawn from any i>art of the countr) Those 
who remember the triumphs of die Aligiuh cm keters in Bombay 
a few years ago, and again last year, will be certain to count on 
the ability of the Islam CymkhAnu in Bombay to pm forth a, 
formidable combination in these matches Be are sure the] 
decision of the Gymkhanas to make the contest quadrangular! 
will be hailed with gratification by all lovers of good picket, as it is 
bound to increase the general interest and importance ot the annual ■ 
contest The Hon Mr. Ibrahim Rahimtoola took an important 
part in helping the Gymkhana commiLtec to arrive at the decision 
He is entitled 10 the hearty thanks of the Islam Gymkhana as 
well as ot the Mmsalman cricketers in general, fo* 1 iefping to secure 
the recognition of their status in the international cnckrt at Bom bef 
Considering that some of the finest cricketers in the country are 
Mussalmans thc^e ran bt no doubt the recognition was long 
overdue 


1 h iok nothing else, the Punjab Hindu Conference wa> conspicuous 
at any rate, for the thorough-going exclusiveness 
The Punjab Huidu ol its ideals for a Hindu nationality M Back 
Conference. to the age of the Vedas' 1 ms the note that 
lang loud and insistent throughout the delibeu- 
tions of its leunl session held at Amritsar The GurukfiJ 
Institution, with ns Vedic ideals or education, a remarkable 1 
experiment the results of which are bound to be si#riling .n mire 
ways than one For, in repudiation of all accepted theories of 
education evolved by modem experience, th-i Gurukul experiment 
has proceeded 10 substitute lor home And ocher natural influences an i 
artificial environment, conceived in the soml of the Vedic life of 
thousands ol years ago, and train lhe Hindu youths m *he image of 
the brahmai hatyas and nsh/s of old. Several educated Hindus, 
however, regard the activities of Gurukul as extremely reactionary, 
and in somePways mischievous. What die ultimate outcome 01 the 
experiment will be remains to be seen. It will*no doubt add not - 
a little to the exhilaration and piquancy of Indian life and politics 
when the first tatrh or young men, sprung as it were|froin a dead ' 
and remote post, with all its hopes and fears and prejudice is itH 
loose on Indian society The Hindu Conference, Loo, lias planned 
mi entire range of life for the Hindu society on iho lines of the 
Gurukul. In language, in manners, in customs^ond in faith the 
Hindus have been exhorted to imitate the Past. They are to roll 
back the tide of history and resurrect the Vedic ages tone and 
tint. Whether any such achievement is possible it is /or the 
11 Evolutionist” to discuss. As symbolical of the tendencies of 
huter-day Hinduism, such an attitude, deliberately adopted by an 
assembly of educated and responsible Hindus, is profoundly 
significant. It is of a piece with the general wave of reaction that 
seems to have come over Hindu life throughout the country, m 
social hope, in intellectual outlook, in political faith. The PresidefkJ) 
tial Address had an undertone of bitterness and sore dissatisfaction 
at things as they are—the political situation, the keform Scheme,* 
the representation of Muhammadans, the decadence of the Hindus, 
etc. etc.—and wound up with a note of insistence on lhe exclusive 
organisation of the Hindu nationality ip the image of the, Fast. , 



# 7th October 
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Among the important resolutions passed at the recent session of 
■ a the Bengal Provincial Moslem Conference, 
•A Moslem College none can be more weighty in its effect and 
(or Bengal- urgent in its character than the one demand¬ 

ing the creation of a well-equipped Moslem 
College for Bengal*-, Moslem educational experience in this country 
has established this fact beyond all possibility of doubt that no 
effort to extend and popularise education amongst the mass of the 
§ community can hope to succeed unless the teaching of Western 
arts and sciences is combined with religious instruction and the 
training of character on Islamic lines. Educational institutions 
maintained by the Slate have failed to evoke any appreciable di-s're 
for modem education amongst the Mussalinans on accounL of their 
£ neutral character and indifference to the fundamental needs 
of the community The Aligarh movement has succeeded so 
handsomely bix-ause its ideals furnish the only key to the 
difficulties of the situation Among Lhc reasons that have left 
the Bengal Moslems so grievously handicapped in Lhe race, Llie most 
significant is the loss of communal consciousness and individuality 
which they have sustained under the pressure of the dominant 
communities around them The loss of the sense of individuality 
/ means Kloss of self-respect, of bold initiative, uf a capacity to 
organise'corporate efforts for great and useful ends For their 
material and niouJ good the communal consciousness of the Bengal 
Moslems ought to be revived. And this can he possible only in 
the atmosphere of a great, efficient, well-organised educational 
insiitqjicfc], pennealed with the spirit and ideals of Islam, responsive 
to the energy and stimulus of a healthy esprit tie corps , 11 vocal with 
>oung voices and alive with the hopes and aspirations of young 
hearts." The splendid benefaction out of which the C.ikutra 
Madrossa is maintained ought to be sufficient to maintain a well- 
equipped college But even if the endowment needs to be sup¬ 
plemented, we believe the Mussalmans of Bengal will be self-respect¬ 
ing and self-reliant enough to come forward and hi ip in the 
establishment of an efficient college, which alone con lead to then 
intellectual emancipation 


The question of female education in this country is one of a host 
m of problems that weigh with serious anxiety 

Female on the mind* of its public men. Unfortu- 

Educatum* nalely Lhe question has had to wallow through 

a mass of prejudice and superstition, and 
it is only recently that informed and unbiassed disrussion lias been 
initiated on useful and practical hues. Th:< efforts of the Hindu 
community have passed well beyood the stage of debate, and now* 
ii has earnestly set about to found schools and organise education 
for the training of Hindu girls. Amongst Moslem assemblies, 
however, the question still forms the subject of academic discussion, 
and the string of pious lesolulions passed with the air of cold 
benevolence serves only to emphasise the fact tl*t the Mut.salmaus 
are 6hl] dallying with the tremendous problem Lhat lies at the loot 
of Social efficiency. The conditions of the Moslem society render 
tile practical organisation of female education a very diftiui’t matter 
indeed. The want of trained female teachers, the absence of a 
well-defined curriculum of studies specially designed to meet the 
needs of women, the enormous difficulties that stand in the way of 
reconciling public-school system with the exigencies of purdah and 
Moslem social customs together form •* heavy program me of 
work, very delicate and anxious in its character, and supremely 
important for the welfare of the community. We earnestly hope 
all those interested in the question of Moslem female education 
win waste no more time in bandying theories in the spirit of the 
tcftdemicUm, but consider the practical ways and means and apply 
them- to the speedy solution of the question. The Government 
help and patronage is plso very necessary to supplement the efforts 
of the community. The Moslem Education Conference of Bengal 
tuu done well “to draw the special attention of the Government 
t* the needs of Muhamedan female education in the Province and 
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to request that fair; allotments be made for the purpose, and the 
distribution of such allotments be left to the discretion of the 
Inspectress of Schools for Female Education.’ 1 Much depends upon 
the sympathy and encouragement of the Government judiciously 
applied, and we are sure the request of the Conference will qjofce 
the favourable response that it so much needs and deserves 


Mr. S A A. Asghar moved a resolution at the last sitting of the 
Moslem Conference " that as the vernacular hag.<* 
Vernacular Text- been made compulsory in several examinations 
books in Bengal. or the Calcutta University, and that almost all 
the text-hooks and recommended books 1A 
Bengali and Ooriya are full of Hindu mythology and traditions not 
suited to the religious and national traditions of the Muhammadan 
students, this Conference requests the authorities of the Calcutta 
University to prescribe books which may satisfy the requirements 
of the Muhammadan students in this regard." The resolution lays 
bare an evil the mischievousness of which it would be difficult 
to over-estimate. Wc have referred elsewhere to the loss of com¬ 
munal consciousness amongst the Bengal Moslems But can a 
more effective and thorough-going method to denationalise them 
be conceived than to nurture the mind of the younger generation 
on Hindu mythology and traditional lore Thai such is the 
state of things iL is, we frankly admit, entirely the fault of the Mus- 
salmans themselves. Had they been alive to this grave danger they 
would have, lung ago, brought the fact to the notice of the authori¬ 
ties, and we are i^ure the University could not have refused to 
met t their most reasonable and urgent need in the mall* r. Howcveiy 
the recognition of the evil, though tardy, is none the ltss urgent, amf 1 ^ 
we trust the Mussalmans, fur the sake uf their vt ry existence as a 
scif-respechng community, would not rest on their oars after passing 
the resolution, but work systematically and hard until they have • 
secured a thorough revision of the rext-books in the light of the 
spTial needs of iK* Modem students. % 


The growth in the circulation of the Comrade during the month of 
September hAs not been inconsiderable. One- 
Our Supporters. hundred and fifty-five new subscribers wfcre* 
added to Lhe list during the month, 0 for which 
our hearty (hanks arc due to the large number of our readers who 
have been working so steadily to expand the sphere of usefulness 
of the paper We may, however, note that the rate of growth 
has not kept pace with that of July or August when 206 and 207 
new names were respectively enrolled. During the first six days* 
of October 36 new subscribers have been enlisted, and taking this os 
a bails of computation, the average for the whole month will again fall 
short of the one reached in August or July. We hope our readers 
will keep up their labour of love for sometime more as vigorously 
as they have so kindly done in the past and thus enable us to try ^ 
Lhe bo’d experiment of materially reducing the rate of subscription 
in order that a still larger number of persons may be in a position lo 
avail themselves of the Comrade. We are gratefully sensible of the 
voluntary efforts of our sympathisers on behalf of the paper, and we 
are sure they will do all they can to enable us to meet the require¬ 
ments of those who want to subscribe for the Comrade , -but 
cannot afford to do so at its present rate of subscription. 

Anecdotage. 

A Superintendent of a city Sunday School endeavoured to d 
give the summer meetings added attractiveness. Upon a certain warm 
Sunday in August lemonade was served. At the close of the service 
the Superintendent announced that slips of paper would be passed 
round and the pupils allowed to make suggestions as to methods of 
making the meetings still more attractive. One youngster wrote: 

14 Put more sugar in the lemonade." 
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Goi.ie Aspects of the War. 

Tub Italia? Note 10 Turkey, handed to the Grand Viziqr 
at 9-30 on Thursday ailurnoon (28th September), 11 after reciLing 
Italian grievances, viz, constant Turkish Jjtfstility to Italian enlcr- 
r V wes and disregard of all rcnwnstrancefc respecting disorders and 
neglect in Tripoli, declared that Italy’died decided to occupy 
Tripoli and Cyrenaica. Italy trusted that the Turks would give 
riders for the on upation nut to be opposed , 11 Such were the terms of 
the now classic Ultimatum which preceded the most wanton war 
of aggression in history Thu sentence that we have italicised 
strikes the keynote of the attitude in which Italy conceived her 
roup a 1 tint and has delivered it in the teeth of Europe The 
European press lu* ’.Hpu.'Sacd, in becoming '.ones, its resentment 
of this cynical repudiation of what is called international law and 
right, but thu indignant press and the outraged moral sense of 
nations have to^etlifr failed to impress the Chinccllories of Europe 
with the scandal and < normity of the coup. After the tall talk and 
humanitarian gusw of statesmen and slates about peace and 
arbitration and reduction of armaments, after the tremendous 
activities of tile ptcifEl and the confident expectations with which 
he greeted the dawn of this century as the herald of greater 
sympathy and more hum me standards in international dealings, the 
cool indiHerein e of Europe in face of so gross an international wrong 
has conic with ihoshoi k of an ugly revelation. Modern civilisation 
may after all lx dusmuU- of the moralTesources with which its chain 
r pions so toi.dly imagine it Lo be endowed, and there may be no mom 
for straight dealing and justice in the moral sense of States. These 
are, however, nut leu with which thu future historian will have to 
deal when estimating tin influence of this. War on the development 
of international conscience. For those who live in this age of gieat 
illusions and greater disillusionment**, no broad perspective of dis¬ 
tance tind detachment is needed to perceive that Italy has felt herself 
strong enough Lo despoil Turkey of an important provinc e uf her 
oversea dominions, that she has set aside every consideration of right 
and justice and plunged straightway into the havoc and horrors of war 
tm the sold and stark plea of might and opportunism, that the Turkish 
appeals to Bit luwci^, m themselves not a little galling to a proud 
nation with a glorious history, have met with a puli to rebuff, that 
Turkey finds lurself in complete isolation, deserted m tlu; supreme 
hour of trial b> those who never ceased to remind her of their 
love of fairplay, alone to defend her lights and honour and 
integrity 

The vmdiuiLinu of ught and justice demands that Tuikry 
should not humiliate herself, 0* take the blow uf the aggresso. 
lying down. Her defence would not simply mean a stand for her 
safety and integrity, but for all those weighty achievements which 
constitute the moral .sense of the race, and which humanity will not 
€ willingly let die. Ifi thu war the Intcinational so^e of nghtcou? 
ness is on Us trial, and even if 'I’uikey were *u bo mtr-r'v wipt ] out 
ot existence, there would bo. a m mil virtory in h«*r death Every 
successful war of aggrusson memis a grievous set back in the ethical 
development ot nation The ctiucta ol generations of peaceful 
preaching and exluvtations foi mon just And humane standards 
of conduct are wiped out at a stroke b> the glamour of a success, 
bo it national or indiuduaJ, which has over-ridden Right and has tor 
its soli, justification the primeval onr of Force The cynicism that 
guides the counsels, ul modern J-.piomacy and politics is the result 
of the # great ruction that has sot in against tins po*eiful huroani- 
tariAnism of the nine teeth century Amongst the causes that have 
contributed to the growth of this reatfiort—The pseudoscientific 
theories of Evolutionary Science, the growth of Nationalism and 
* Colonial Imperialism* etc.,—the example of the success of Bismarck, 
with his methbdb of blood and iron, has been the most powerful. 
That grim and cynical personality lias done more than any other 
single cause to brutalise the methods of international dealings and 
to raise cxpedjttCf and force to be the master canons of statecraft. 
Tnat is* wbfswhftte been treated to the spectacle of theTtalian 
Consul in Ctmtta rushing into print—a rather pathetic proceeding 
for a meiufier of the consular service—to justify the conduct of hie 


nation on ludicrously puerile grounds. His effort w an edifying * 
study in the application of the unabashed doctrines that would have 
delighted the soul of Bismarck. The mailed fist of lL Iron Chan¬ 
cellor, however, was concealed under the velvet-glove. But his* 
Italian Majesty's Consul in Calcutta seems to think that pretensions 
strongly tempered with swagger need only to be dignified by the name 
of “ rights r in order to be implicitly believed We have heard of 
the right of the strong to crush the weak, yet we confess we had to 
wait for an Italian Daniel to come to judgment and expound 
a system of “ rights " which even Mechiavelli himself would have , 
rejected as too frankly piratical. We are told that " the rights of 
Italy in Tripoli come firom ancient times when between this African * 
country and Italy an active current of trade and emig&tion was going 
on ■ ■ 1 he increase of the (Italian) population—at the present 

time about 38 millions—is finding the limits of the Alps and the seas 
too narrow and wants means of an exodus to colonies. Concerning 
the political rights of Italy against Turkey, it may be stated tliat 
on the 28th of August Italy presented a Diplomatic Note to the 
Cabinus of London, Berlin, and Paris asking, m her position of 
signatory of the Algeciras A a, for compensation in case of an 
agreement between Germany and France regarding Morocco ’* 

It is difficult to overrate the graspish thoroughness of these 
tremendous 11 rights." The trade relations of Italy witt* other 
countries, it would seem, confer on her the right of occupation The 
increasing population of Italy must find an outlet in any country it 
may lay its hands on, and drive the native population to the wall. 

Wc wonder what the ftalun Consul would have to say if Germany 
were to ask the Italians to quit and nuke room for the 
surplus German population As for 11 the political righfc" that 
“Diplomatic Note" or the 28th August has established'then, 
beyond dispute. 11 The occupation of Tripoli has been studied* 
discussed and claimed by Lhe nation for years and yea.s.'' All wS 
can say in respect or these “rights" 15 that any cmlised n/Uion 
with u little sense of humoui as well as of honour would have been 
ashamed to hold them up as its justification in a wicked war of 
aggression 

Turkey has got to fight against a country that has hosed u s 
calculations of victory solely on the strength of its navy. There 
can be no doubt that she will have to contend against consider 
able odds- But Turkish powers of endurance are rennukable, he. 
resources in Tripoli are not inconsiderable, and her antagonist is not 
veiy famous for grit and courage The disgraceful debacle in 
Abyssinia proved that the Italian soldier is not of the stuff oft which 
valiant heroes arc made. Moris the average Italian a very fine speci¬ 
men ol civilisation Some of his highest achievements an* confined 
to the practice of thu arts of gambling and Anarchism m foreign lands, 

01 miu’stciing to the pleasure-haunts of Europe Yet we find a 
" Liberal ' Bishop ot Italy issuing a 11 pastoral letter" to his fold, in 
*whi< h he approves of ihe war as a “hard necessity h»i U.e triumph 
if civilisation." I he hypocrisy of this abounding deliverance will be 
hard to match in the long list of crimes perpetrated ir the name* of 
“ imitation. ’ It v/hrist were to retmn to earth, he would tw 
stiuek with horrjr and astonishment to find some oh the ministers 
of his Church no hotter than hungry wolves in step’s clothing, 
uignig nation*. to carnage and rapine in bis holy name. If “the 
triumph uf civilisation ■ consists m inciting the pugnacious fury 
of the mobs to acts of plunder and brigandage, and in pronouncing 
ou suih acts the benediction of religion, the militant “iUhcral 
Bishop ,J has yet to get his deserts, and rtands in need of some 
similar “civilising" operatiop. This “liberal Bishop "—the 
custodian of the divine message of peace on earth and good will 
among mankind—is a gnm travesty of the chanty and forgiveness- 
of the Sermon on the Mount. 

Apart from the hypocritical talk about “ civilisation," we 
have also heard much about Moslem M fa nat icism.” The 
theory would 9ccm to be that the Mussalmaiu should accept all * 1 

spoliation of their territories and destruction of their liberties 
with becoming humbleness and gratitude. Any expression of 
resentment against the aggressor or sympathy for the victims is a 
crime as unpardonable as savagery. The comical absurdity of 
such an attitude has, however, been most tragical in its conse¬ 
quences in some of the recent developments in hu man history. The 
handy label of fanaticism has been freely used by interested 
politicians of Europe to crush the progressive tendencies of. 
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the peoples id some puts of the Islamic world. And now again, 
when the unprovoked inwdon of a Moslem Empire has shocked 
, the feelings and the conscience of the Moslem world, we hear 
the cries of 11 fanaticism" hurtling ominously through the 
air. Not very civilised yet Christian Italy, with a mass of 
people in the varying stages of unregenerate existence, goes to 
war against a Moslem Power, inspired by no higher motive than 
the pure lust of domurion. The great European Powers, with 
their flaunted love of justice and fairplay, stand aside and let 
* 'Italy work her wicked will. The Mussalmans are astounded at the 
£ spectacle and their hearts go out in sympathy to their brethren who 
liave to ftght for the safety of their hearths and homes. Forthwith 
comes the cool assurance from some oF the elect of the modem 
M civilisation " that all this is " fanaticism " ! Whether they will outlive 
this aspersion against the essentially pacific character of their religious 
aymjmthies and aspirations will remain doubtful as long as Christian 
Europe exercises an intensely narrower kind of fanaticism undci the 
cloak of “civilisation. 11 In some of its acts “European Concert” 
has been moved by the spirit of the crusader against the Turks. 
In the Greeco-Turkish War, when the victorious army was knock¬ 
ing at the gales of Athena, Europe thought fit to intervene to save 
a 11 historic people” from destruction. Turkey was obliged to retire 
without reaping the fruits of her victory. Mr Gladstone came out 
of his \ermitage and issued the famous fiat that “ not an inch of 
Christian land ” shall gp to the Turk. Then again, Austria saw her 
opportunity and annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina when Turkey was 
in.the throes of revolution. Europe, after some faint expressions of 
surprise, accepted the ruthless transaction as b*m& fide The 
aggr^s&vm of Italy has been similarly condoned and quite serious ( 
proposals are being pressed on Turkey to accept indemnity. In 
the (ace of these eccentricities in European diplomacy, huw can 
'the Mussalmans resist the conclusion that somehow or other 
the 11 Concert of Europe ” has been systematically working to the 
overthrow of the political prestige and power of the Mussal- 
iimbs? If, therefore, their* hearts beat in sorrow and sympathy 
together at the fresh blow aimed against the honour ant 1 integrity 
of the Turkish Empire, if they find even reformed and reforming 
Turkey failing to receive justice and fairplay in the counsels of the 
doflunmi Powers of Europe, if their faith in the beneficent mission 
of modern civilisation receives a rude shock and they appeal to 
Western sense of fairness and righteous dealing, they are only human 
m dwir appeals or indignation, and have been moved by a sense of 
gri*voks wrong and not by the dark and fieic-e forces supposed 
to be locked up in 11 fanaticism.” We are sjre the Mussalmans of 
India will comport themselves m a siuation like this with dignity. 
Time for appeals *o the nense of justice of Europe has passed. 
They would nol humiliate themselves by unnecessary excitements, 
and would trust the Lord of all good in Whose hands is the life and 
honour of nations, that He would, in His own mcrutablc way? 
produce some good and beneficienre even out of a wirked war. They 
are not g Ultle proud to fe$l that.the sympathies of the British nation 
are OU the side of Right. Their confidence in She sense of justice 
of thfix Futon is unah&kaUe, and they entertain nothing but the 
deepest feelings df gratitude for the Government which has afforded 
^ them every opportunity to improve that moral and material condition. 

\ Nutbisgj could be marc touching to them^than the offers of generous 
; hefted Bnglnhmen to fight for the Turkish cause and their fine 
CipMims of sympathy. While doing nothing that may be 
Mnbtrm&tng to themselves or dieTkranmanl, it is fitit datura] to 
think that the sympathy of the India*) Mussalmans for their co-religion- 
vm in trouble may take the form of some philanthropic. help to 
„ relievo the human misery and suffering that a modern war entails. 

After trying every expedient compatible with her honour to 
avert the aggressive attack on her Empire, Turkey has at last stiffened 
her back and accepted the inevitable with that calm courage 
l which never forsook her even when sore-stricken with disasters, 
f When the brute forces of plunder and spoliation, that govern the 
> fortune! of states today as much as they did in the dark and 
st ravage past, have rendered her peaceful progress and development 
impossible, when indeed the question of life and death has been 
X for# on her‘in s2t its nakedness^ it is her unmistakable duty 
X, so make gpod her data to live. She needs no phusual inspiration 
\ to preserve herself in an age of conflict For' good or evil, she 
Ydtands done, and she meant to live. She may he deficient in some 


of the material resources of great modem states. But she is not 
deficient in self-respect, in those proud traditions of a great and 
glorious career which are the life-blood of a nation. The strength 
of ha arm which carved out for her one of the most magnificent 
empires of history in the ages of tierce wars of creeds and, 
races, will yet teach her how to fight for her life. But if the 
forces of hostile aggression are too formidable fdV her honourable 
existence, the descendants of Muhammad II and Suleiman 

11 The Magnificent ” should know how to die. 

- * 7 

Muhammadan Education in Bengal. 

It is no exaggeration to say that the 5th of October, 191^1, 
will stand out in the history of Moslem Education in Bengal as a 
distinct landmark. There are already in existence several Moslem 
associations of some antiquity, but they are loo moribund in 
condition to give promise of a bright future. His Excellency 
the Viceroy showed an almost uncanny knowledge of the 
real condition of these societies when he refused lo receive an 
address of welcome from them—almost |the only object which they 
seem to have in view in their calculating senility. We do not 
mean to belittle Lhc good work that they have done in the past I 
In their earlier days they did not a little for Muhammadan education I 
under the leadership of m*»n like the Kt. Hon. Mr. Amir Ali, the ^ 
late lamented Nawab Bahadur Abdul Latif Khan and NawAb Amir 
Hasan Khan \s the poet says - 

WcakncsJ never need lie falseness truth is (ruth in eoeh degree, 
Thnndei-ptalcd by God lo nature, whispered by my soul to me. 

But the one defect of these bodies was the isolation which 
rhey imposed on the Mussalmans of Bengal. The ideal of inde¬ 
pendence is eminently deserving of praise ; but it is sometimes apt to 
degenerate into self-sufficiency, which is seldom a virtue and ofteW* 
a vice. The attitude of the Mussalmans of Bengal towards the 
attempt to educate them made by that distinguished administrator, 
Warren Hastings, many of whose great merits have been tarnished, 
by a great political callousness and cynicism, was most unfortunate, 
even though we may recognise it to be natural and even though we may 
confess to a sneaking sympathy with their stiff-neckedness With 
much political sagacity the Hindus of the Province took easily 
to English education, and thus practically niuoupolised all the 
multifarious advantages arising out of the choice of Calcutta 
as the future metropolis of the British Indian Empire. Far be 
it from us to suggest even remotely that the Hindu * community 
of Bengal a as [in any way to blame for this. Whatever blame 
there is must fall to the lot of Missalmans, and too well have they 
paid for the wrong choice of their predecessor a century ago. With 
an educational disparity so tremendous as existed between the 
two great communities nr Bengal, it was all the more necessary 
for the Mussalmans of this Province to seek aid from their co-religion- 
isis in every part of India. But for some reason or other, 
Bengal segregated itself from the vitalizing movement of the 
greatest Mu^salman ot the nineteenth century, and the results 
ire ouly too obvious to-day. Whereas the Mussalmans of the 
United Province are fnow a good deal ahead of the Hindus in the 1 
matter of higher education, and those of the Punjab, which derived 
almost as great a benefit from Aligarh as the Province in which the 
College la located, is fast advancing to a position of equality, the 
Mussalmans of Bengal are deplorably backward. Out of 13,875 
students who have graduated from the Calcutta University ever 
since its foundation, only 675 or less than 5 per cent, have been 
Mussalmans, while their population in the two Bengali is about 
50 per cent. Out of the 45 colleges of Bengal no less than 
seven have been founded by the Hindus and are maintained 
by them \ but the Mussalmans have “ progressed backward}/' and 
even the Calcutta Madvassa has recently abolished its college 'classes. 

In Western Bengal 6,500 Hindu students were on the rolls of the 
various Colleges in T909 10, against which the Mubhalmans 
numbered less than 500 or 7'6 per cent, when their proportion ' 
should have been 17 per cent In Law they were only 3*52 per cent., 
in Engineering 3*90, and in Medicine only '42. In High Schools, 
Hindus numbered 74,508 and the Muhammadans 9,275 or 12 45 per 
cent. Bpt the successes m the Entrance Examination reduce this 
somewhat hopeful proportion to a mere 6-86 per cent. • As the 
President of the sixth session of the Provincial Muhammadan Edu- , 
catioaal Conference said in his address, “ the intellectual output 
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education and training " ox the Wo p*«t «gocde* of Modern »hption. 

“ In my humble judgment," aaid the Provident, "inoijterto acquire 
the grii and force which an indispensable fix a Being nod successful r 
people in the present age the frame-work and the constitution of 
our ideas and characters should be based on the latest knowledge 
and experience of humanity, but the spirit and the soul should be 
I slam ic. Our religious faith without effective life and character 
would remain crippled, and our life and character, however modern 
or enlightened, without religion would be lifeless.” 

He emphasized the two aspects of the character of the Pro- , 
phet of Islam aud of every one of his followers, abdiyat or 
submission to the Divine will, and mabat-i-ilaki or the position 
of a vicegerent of God on eaith with a distinct duty and a message 
of great meaning. 

Mr. Aftab Ahmad Khan acted wisely in giving copious extracts 
from the speeches of Viceroys and Lieutenant-Governors of the 
days of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan on the subject of Aligarh and 
its ideal of a Moslem University. When we find some of the 
leading journals of Calcutta labouring under vain delusions and 
possessing a rather hazy notion about the character of Aligarh 
as it was designed to be and as it actually is to-day, we can well 
sympathise with Mr. Aftab Ahmad Khan’s difficulty. As he says, 
"Judging from certain writings in the Anglo-Indian press, it ^seenis 
c l e at t hat the generation of Englishmen who knew and appreciated 
the work of Sir Syed has now practically passed away, and it is 
now time that their opinions ol Aligarh and its movement be 
placed before the public and particularly those who are taking 
interest in our University movement" It is, indeed, a wearisome 
task to discuss first principles with all sorts of people, wither 
friends or foes of India, when after the labour of forty years 
the coping stone is to be pul on the great fabric of the, 
Moslem Umversii), the foundation of which was laid in 1871, 
and the use, purpose and necessity of which have been talked 
about and written about almost ad nauseam. But things being 
as they are, it is necessary *.0 publish broadcast the facts ol Aligarh’s 
history and make clear to all whose opinion is known to carry 
weight, whether deservedly or not, what an impetus the Moslem 
University would give lo Moslem Education 1 he contrast between 
the present position of the Mussulmans of Bengal and the establish¬ 
ment of a Moslem University is so staggering that people here are 
apt lo be misled mto hostility or at least indifference. But if 
mummies are to be galvanized into activity it is not the addition 
or a limb or two that is needed but a heart beating in unison with 
the life around it, aad the tidal wave of the University, even if ir 
could be felt in its greatest force at Aligarh itself, .will not leave the 
moat dulnnt creek stagnant. 

But while the President dealt at length with this all-absorbing 
.question, he did not do so disproportionately. Nearly half of his 
address was devoted to the position of Muhammadans ir. Bengal. 
We are in hearty agreement with him that the bane of Bengal is 
the Madras* system of educaaon. It is not merely on A ptioti 
reasoning that Mr. Aftab Ahmad Khan bases his forcible judgment 
of tins antiquated system He has brought into the witness-box 
some eminent people of Bengal itself whose acquaintance with its 
conditions is finl hand. The only remedy is the establishment^ 
an efficient and well-equipped residential College for Bengal, an* 
we ha ve every assurance that one of the first efforts of the authorities 
of the Moslem University would be to bring such a College into 
existence. This consummation .is devoutly to be wished, but it 
will not be possible if any reactionary efforts are made in tho 
direction of the isolation of the past. Mr. Aftab Ahmad Khan has 
not been content with delivering addresses and helping the 
tn pass resolutions. He has interviewed the real workers 
every day at bis residence and offered them sound practical advice. 
But it is not only the Mu ssulm a n s of Bengal or the test of 
India that have a duty to perform, the Government of the 
Province owes them u great duty, and. we are not so sure If 

- JU , . , . .. u is as conscious of it as it should he. The MuisalmanS may w 
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r of our community, which is the only test of our success in the field of 
High BducaiiAti, may easily be estimated by the number and nature 
of newspapers and books that are published in this Province. Compare 
the number of newspapers, Loth English and Vernacular, which are 
rri^goed and edited by the Hindus and think of the books, both in 
Engusli and Bengali, which are written and published by Hindu 
authors of Bengal.” 

Bengal resisted the vitalizing infiucnc-fr nf Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan for long and paid the penalty of its isolation. But in 1899, 
£ 7 ear and a half after his deattl, his successor, the late Nawab 
Mohain-ul-Mulk, induced some of the leader* of Bengal to invite 
the All-India Muhammadan Educational Conference to Calcutta, and 
to’some extent brought Aligarh nearer to Bengal But one such 
conference was not sufficient. More Lhan a decade had passed 
when His Highness the Aga Khan, who is most anxious to bring 
the Mussalmans of the two Bengal* into line with their more 
advanced co religionists, decided to open his campaign for the Moslem 
University in the metropolis of the Indian Empire. Some 
people regarded this as a rather unfortunate choice, and although 
the amount promised and still more the amount realized may 
appear to confirm this view, we have not the least doubt that the 
decision of the Aga Khan has greatly benefited the Mussalmans 
of Bengal. The scales of isolation have fallen from their eyes. They 
are no longer self-sufficient and contented with their miserable 
position. The myopaa which afilicted them seems to be u 
thing of the pOHt, and they now see with a clear ga/e where they 
stand in comparison with other communities and with their 
co-raligiomsts mother {tarts of India. This is the first symptom 
of recovery. A healthy discontent with their present condition has 
now been created, and they have at last decided to seek aid from 
r 4beir brethren in Aligarh. It was a direct result ol the visit of 
H. H. the Aga Khan that the Mussalmans of Ueng.il «*witcd one 
of the leading workers at Aligarh to preside uvei the sixth session 
of their Conference, and they fuund in the Hon Snhebzada 
'Aftab Ahmed Khan not only an earnest wurkei, but one whose 
acquaintance with the true facts of Moslem Education in India 
is unritf&lled. 

We say again liiat the 5th ol October, jijir, will stand out 
ns a landmark in the history of Moslem Education in Bengal, for 
it has now brought Aligarh and Bengal so close to each other 
ihfci nothing con po&sibly separate them. The reception that 
Calcutta gff.e to Mr. Altab Ahmad Kluin un the morning of the 
4tb instant was a warm one, but it was nothing compared to the 
ovation which all Bengal gave Ui him at the conclusion of his 
final speech when summing up the work of the session. Our 
own experience of Calcutta is too meagre, but we are informed 
Jby some of the oldest residents that nevei before did the 
Mussalmans show a tithe of the genuine ei thusiaxin in the cause of 
education which moved them on the last day ol the session. The 
Presidential Address, to wluch we shall refer in greater detail later, 
was deserving of all die applause that it received. In it the lion. 
Sahebzada Aftab Ahmad Khan first dealt with the three factors of 
^the present situation^ the English Government with its great and 
unique powers 11 engaged in the grand task, of regenerating India,” 
the Hindus with "a clear ami definite idea aboui their destiny and 
striving with a sft purpose lo reach thr; gold,” and ihe Mussalmans, 
“small in numbers and scattered 111 vario us and distant prov inces 
under uncongenial and unfavourable arcum»iaifce!i l plunged in 
apathy and steeped in ignorance- and with all this engaged in an 
ever-increasing friction with the other great community of the 
country." He put an important question 10 his audience and 
one that demands an immediate answer 1 How fax are we 
prepared to take our proper and iegitimaie share in the solution 
Of the Indian problem?” As he very truly said, it was not 
rotrely the destiny ol 70 million people that hung in the 
btlancG on the answer to this question. "Through us it is 
* our beloved faith which i& on its trial; it is ihe name and reputation 

of Islam which are at slake in this great experiment. 

What contribution shall we, the followers of Islam, the most 
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Ti_« War Supplement^ 


The News of the War. 


TriK Turkish transport Denta landed at Tripoli a hundred 
soldiers und a quantity of munition. The vessel entered the harbour 
in view of the Italian fleet. The Italian newspaper Stampa 
declared that the landing was a casus belli. 

All Italian merchant vessels in Ottoman waters had been 
recalled. l4Tge bodies of Lroops had been moved into Rome, 
Florence, Milan and other cities to check the attempts of Socialists 
jpd Anarchists to provoke anti-nnlitanit disorders Some rioting 
Occurred at Milan, and hundreds of persons were arrested. The 
majority ol the population acclaim the expedition to Tripoli, but at 
some stations crowds lay on rails to prevent trains conveying 
reservists. The passing cavalry cleared the line, while the reservists 
cheered for an " Italian Tripoli,” 

The Daily Telegraph states that the question of the passage 
of Turkish convoys in the direction of Tripoli viA Egypt is being 
earnestly considered by the British Government and that the Porte 
is hourly expected to raise the question. 

Tin; Right Hon. Mr Ameer All, writing to the Times as 
one deeply interested in the growth of amuy between Christianity 
and Islam, ca'ls attention to the unthinkable consequences of the 
projected Italian invasion of Tripoli. The writer ^ays that the fury 
created by such an invasion would be sure to react throughout the 1 
Moslem world and that the work of conciliation would be thrown 
hack cigitunes Mr Ameei All describes the attempt of Italy to 
provdke a war of creeds and rnces by the spoliation of Turkey as 
inexcusable, and appeals to every lover or peace and goodwill to 
protest against the flagrant breach of all canons of international 
morahty by a nominally Christian country. The WeUmtnstfr 
Gazette in an editorial article endorses Mi Ameer All's letter 
and sayj the Powers must localise the quarrel and -ave at least the 
Turkish flag in r I npoli and see that all other quarters where Turkish 
rights are threatened arc carefully guarded. 

The Foreign Minister of Italy on Tuesday ni^lit, the 261 h 
September, despatched to Constantinople a Note reciting Italian 
grievances, viz , constant Turkish hostility to Italian enterprises 
anil disiegml of all icrviun5trances respecting disorder and neglect 
in Tripoli «id declaring that Italy had def ided to occupy Tripoli 
and Cyrenaica Italy trusted that the Turks would give oidcrs 
for the occupation not to be opposed Kibsequent agreements 
would made for a definuc settlement Italy had asked for a 
reply within twenty-four hours. The first expedition of 23,000 
wa* ready to vi : I on 3rd October for Tnpoli and 13,000 were to 
follow shortly aflciwards A Naval Squadron is concentrated 
at Augusta near Syracuse, in readiness to sail. There was much 
enthusiasm at Toronto when the Dune of the Abruzzi left com¬ 
manding a flotilla of destroyers and toipedo boats Italy has 
inibimcd the Balkan States that the dispute refers to Tripoli' 
alone and that she contemplate'' no aggression 10 European Turkey. 

A proclamation of the Grand r exhorting the people 
to observe calm and prudence wa^ read publicly in Tripoli. The 
Minister of the Inter* ir bad addressed to the Provincial author* 
ties a circulai assuring them that die Government would defend 
the national honour and ordering the suppression of attempts 
at m Italian boycott as relations with Italy were y<t not 
ruptured Italians in Tripoli have almost all embarked except 
officials The Italian Consulate h&> plated two large steamers 
at ”tlie disposal ot Europeans of any nationality, ft was stated 
officially in Berlin that Germany wa*. endeavouring to prevent an 
ol I break ol hostilities. 


A message from Constantinople says that Lhc Italian ulti¬ 
matum was handed to the Grand Vifrer at 2-30 on Thursday after¬ 
noon, aflth September, during the weekly diplomatic reception 
The Grand Vizier immediately brought the reception to an end 
and proceeded to the l J alacc where a special meeting ot the 
Cabinet was held It is repotted that the Government has decided 
to reject the Italian demands and haft addressed an explanatory 
communication to the Powers. A meeting of seventeen deputies 


yesterday demanded the immediate convocation of the Chamber. 
The feeling of the meeting was hostile to the Cabinet. 


A telegran from Tripoli stated on the 27th Septcmbei that 
ten Italian battleships and cruisers were cruising within sight of 


the coast 


The English papers are unanimous (a condemning Italy's 
action, while some reprehend in the strongest terms “ the cynical 
«nd brutal aggression and act of piracy."/The more moderate 


journals dwell on the perilous enterprise upoo which Italy is 
embarking and which they declare involves the danger of a 
European conflagration, if Turkey takes reprisals in the Balkans. 
They also refer to the provocation of Islam which would result, 
declaring that such provocation would be specially senous for 
Mahometan Tower like Great Britain. The publicist, Mr Lucien 
Wolf, has reason to helive that Turkey's rejoinder will take a most 
sensational form, possibly the seizure of Thessaly Tb<5 Datfy 
News says that it is difficult to believe that Sir Edward Grey is 
following a course so opposed to our real interest as not merely 
declining 10 intervene on behalf or Turkey but officially sympathis¬ 
ing with Italy. The Daily Graphic declares that the inactivity 
of Sir Edward Grev, which the paper states is so inconsistent with 
his attitude at the time of the Bosnian crisis, requires explanation. 
The French press unanimously condemns Italy's ultimatum to 
Turkey which is described as harsh, humiliating, and threatening 
and which it is declared might give rise to a general conflagration 

It was officially announced on the 29th September that as Turkey 
had not acceded to Italy's demands, a state of war prevails between 
Italy and Turkey from today (29th September) 2-30 Pit The 
blockade of the whole of die Tripolitan coast will be immediately 
notified to the Power An Italian crusier has destroyed a Turkish 
destroyer in the harbour nr Preve/a And landed soldiers A Turkish 
battalion has been ordered to Preve/a The Italians have Jgnded at 
Benghazi in Tripoli M Veni/elos, the Italian Premier, states that he 
received a'lelegram from Vumt/a, m the Gulf of Arta, announcing that 
Italian cruisers pursued and fired attwo Turkish transports with troops 
aboard. The transports ran themselves ashore near Preve/a which 
is a seaport in Turkey in Europe Despatches to the Italian Press 
from Tripoli state that th« population was awake all night on Thurs 0m 
day. Italians and foreigners gathered id the Italian Consulate while 
the Moslems prayed in the mosques. There wete no disturbances. 

A11 Italian desiroyer landed an tialian officer with a white flag on the 
afternoon of the 29th September who demanded the surrender of the , 
forts According to despatches to the Bntish Press the Turkish com 
m&ndant refused tl surrender According to a despatch received at 
the Ministry ol War, the Italians began to disembark troops In the 
Afternoon but the Turks sank the first two barges. Apprehensions 
are felt for the safety of the Turkish fleet, which is hastening to the 
Dardanelles from Beirut, it is reported that the Italian warships 
have appeared off Smyrna and Salonika. Britain has recalled all 
Brtish Naval officers serving with the Turkish fleet The Turidsh n 
Cabinet has resigned. Said Pasha, President of the Senate, has 
been appointed Grand Vizier and Kiarail Pasha, Foreign Minister 
Mahmud Shcfket remains Minister of War The Committee of 
Union and Progress has decided upon the boycott of all Italian 
goods, Lhc expulsion of Italians and on anti-Italian agitation in 
Tripoli. The German Press is unanimous in condemning the action 
of Italy. The papers say it is astounding even in the present age 
of material policy The Austrian Press is apprehensive of an out • 
break in the Balkans and accuses Italy of endangering the peace 
or Europe The Ottoman Embassy informs Reuter that it has 
received no confirmation of the reports regarding Turkish intentions 
in Greece The Embassy added “ The Porte does not intend to 
copy the unmoral example of other Powers." It is understood that 
the Porte's reply to Italy expresses surprise at Italy’s action and hopes 
that Italy will desist from the measures contemplated. The reply * 
emphasises Turkey's dcsiie for a settlement of pending affairs and 
promises to protect Italians and suspend military measures during 
the negotiations Turkey again requested the good offices of the 
Powers. The Turkish squadron was reluming from Beirut to 
.Constantinople Italian officers serving in the Turkish Gendarmerie 
have been recalled to Italy. Italian war vessels of all descriptions 
were leaving tin- ports amidst fervent enthusiasm for various desrin 1 
tions some under sealed orders, lhc Italian wanhips attacked two 
Turkish torpedo boat destroyers on the morning of the wQlh Septem¬ 
ber off Du r a/zo in the Adriatic. Germany is sounding the Powers 
with a view to combined efforts being made to localise the conflict 

The Committee of Union and Progress has issued a profclama 
tion to the natiun declaring that it prefers honour to life and that it 
will employ every means against the enemy Italians will be expelled 
from the schools and Italian businesses closed The proclamation 
begs the population to remain tranquil and to leave the Government 
to apply measures necessary, calmly demonstrating that Ottomans 
are more civilized and more equitable than Italians 

The Italian Ministry for War has been inundated with applica¬ 
tions from volunteers for service in Tripoli An Italian semi-official 
statement declares that the Naval operations in the Adriatic are 
destined solely to protect Italian pons. The Auslnan senu-offuM 
Fnmdenblatt welcomes Italian assurance of adherence to the 
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sEmms ag-tras 

■s».d 1‘uha hu been l.ilhcrto .insuffeeiffUl m I"""?! 
v»ihn |uu dei-lined the Portefchills for 1 oreign AfTa 
n,r Tt M oltieially n*u=d at Home. tluu. Italian destroyers sank two 
Fur Wish torpe*l<» ■**>*»» m-ai Pievc/a an U\e aijtn September ana 
captured a yacht and ali*» a stearueT with 167 Turkirtb troops anil a 
large number or munUioim on board 1 Itatrancc to hrmdiBi harbour 

f fter nightfall hw* beun forbidden # The lights are extinguished A 
Eris tclrgiam rermved from Tripoli slated thaL the Italian warships 
bombarded the town on the morning of the joth September. 
Messages from Constantinople confirm the news of the sinking of two 

ssjssaanr -ta s—r*■ 

Italian fishing boats were also confiscated A wav,- of ijatriotic 

were raised Tor the fncudly ally of Italy, y ’ 

A meeting or sixty Deputies yesterday sluI.i demit Main n i|ie 
Sul'on, who in Ins reply said ■ ] desired to convene the ("lumber 

but the opposition of I lakki Pasha prevented me from issuing a decree 
for the immediate c (invocation of Parliament. I am a ertat reader 
of history, hot I have never encountered a worse ,« Sti of violation of 
rights than has been commuted by Italy When visiting AdnanoijJ 
and Salonika I inspected the rortili, aliens I „„h the “ 
Empire were so wcl'guarded, but, unfortunate!,, I'npol, I^ Zm 
negated owing 10 the mdolcnee and carelessness of Ilakki PaZ 
and his Cabinet. I lie Italian Meet is spreading in all directions in 
the histem Meditoriimum fnr the purpose of nmi... i ri 
trade and preventing the Turks Irom attacking the long l.nt-oi £[“n 
transports going to Tripoli The afTair at Proven r, solves HselMnm 
an Italian flotilla forcing one Turkish destroyer ashore at W and 
dnvmg ths- other to a bank .« the harbour. GaSy h£ 
assumed he protea,„„ ol Italian au l„ec-s and interests ZJ 
I be Porte addressed u fresh appeal to the Powers in which n 
. * x P resS . ed ! l * l*»‘ ncd s uf P"M’ tithe action of Italy and appealed re the 

‘ l “ ,lo . wcrs ty prevent useto£blood?hed 

The Gomnniant is strengthening the troops on Greek and Mon tone- 
grin frontiers, Dm Italian Expeditionary bor,c will comprise ualit 
regiments of infantry, two of Bersaglur. and snarpshootere wtal f,,e 
*5,000, and a thousand cavalry, artillery engineers etc iw,h?r 
35,000. Soldiers have been inslructed as regards 'the customf JS 
religion of the Tripolitan, and have been ordered strictly tll 
•tham. General Gancva will command the expedition The chartered 
transport have already been fitted out and transferred to tnc- Navv 
They are nbw only awaiting the embarkation of hoops. y 

The bomhordnient of Tripoli is hitherto „ni-n„i„._i 

tlut a second telegram vtif Pans mentions that the IvontUrdment 
eauied almost immediately The message adds that the Turks are 
retiring into the intenor where the Turks are nrenn.'iJ? r 
resistance. Amid a host of contradictory reports it anneal 'rUT' 

has occurred except on the coast of the Adru-t.c, where X ?r 
three torpedo boats or destroyers have been captured or dimble I 
Sixteen hundred Italians landed at J'revc/a after rh» ,i» utr 
;°f forts. The Italun newspapersrerninfL FJ“h ^ 

'5 JhS‘ n^ y lh “ r 1 i y °° Untry wtu ^ h staod bv Great Britain durin* 
_ ( the Boer War. Italy understood that the cause of rivihsarmn ^ 

lk “ >*“ 

- -Hit 

AdmtK The .'ommuKte. of the Tnrkiih Fleet 

ai Preveaa I, l«t. The Stashed"™ a^S 

and eight of tlu- ere# were di owned. ° y A sne 1 

Shipping is at a standstill. Italian vessels are unable to leave 
Cwfu owing to the torpedo boats outside The lighthouse# m Italv 
and in Italian possessions on the Red Sea have also 

fights m the Red Sea, the Mediterranean, the Dardawlte the 
Aepam and the Adnatic have beenextinmished^reulC 
It is officially announced in Constantinople that 

.Md. r »i/« ? . ? fa« u wSTK STgSS 1 *"* 

the other hand, the mobilisation is officiallrdmedi^AiK.^ 
The TurkiihEirswMy in London is being inundated with offers of 


SSSJUTS 

appeal tp.t^PowegJiOT^thai 


is entitled W on Italy's declarat ion nr 1 

Porte has also »*^a eommublcatUm to ffSSpanjJ ,^‘ ng £ 
no measures w.ll be taken against Italian subjects or & mK* 

TutVsVx “ ,n H ' USala - hut the Opinion u heid that 

latiw^ Tbr 3 t 3 L U< ^ ll> ? i,:, j* T ^ p0n " Wc for hM ms °- 

associations, re^nt ^ "* 

reDli^ eU tn r n W, , r !| S ^ n V Cona * tt,>t,no, ' ,c K,n b' of England lux 
replied to a telegraphic apjieal from the Sulmn recrrtnne ,t 

inability to intervene between Italy and Turkey. ill Germ m 
Emperor in reply to a similar message expressed real friendsiurt .nn 
venemno,, for the Sultan and declared tlJThe h-dtl'^nZeuxi 
the German Ambassador to make an effort to intervene but that the 
isolated action ol Germany, unsupported Ivy other Powers, had been 
wnhoul effect How,vc, deference to fhs M.jestv's wishesT . 

hmperor would, circumstanc es permitting, make another proposal for i 
mediation and submit a similar suggestion to other Powers ‘ 

i he t»erman Amoa.ssa.lor has explained to the Grand VW ' 
that it ts most unlikely that the German EmperoPs act.on wdl have 1 
any result A message from Constantinople to the JJmh 

sUt ® t tll#t Germany haj already t’vice approached 
haly, the second 'line pressingly, but that Italy was immcvible and ■ 
indicated that any further attempt at intervention wouldUnLfJ / 
the risk of a d.slocation or the Tnple Alliance As ihis was. 

contrary to the interests of Turkey, Gernmnv rei-vtf.ill. JCI, ? > 
that nothing more could be done V '' ‘ lfull> Conc,udwl 

King V'ii tor Emmanuel, it is stated, ,ns,stv on being consulted 
about orders m connection with the Tripoli expedition fi B MaieS 
,s anxmus that the expedition shall be a demonstration Mfo? 
tlliuency of the Italian Army and Navy in the eyes of Europe 
British officers, serving with the Turkish fleet, were landed 
the arrival of the fleet in the Dardanelles. kcur Admiral tVilliams 
lent for service with the Turkish fleet, has notified the istnou ' 
Government that he vnll discontinue his duties The Jandinu o 
Preveza IS most emphatically demed m Rome, where u “ledarcd 
that Italy will not cm any account attack fsuropean Turkey |„e 
steamer CaUU Garth on the and instant brought in , Jc Vlal " 
refugees who were miserably huddled together on the deck clamour 

TnpohM been 1 TJF‘ Ibe" wftaSZn re™ "S 

prospects of a speed) cnrl of the conflict. This optimism is ba^d 
on the oftcial announcemcni made m Berlin m >h.. .... D4W<1 
that !Baron Marschall Von Beibcrvtein, the German Amlwt^T 
lurkey, is in active communication with the Porte with aaview to 
ending hostilities It ,s understood ihat imrr.eniately i^y hl s 
dclimtely occupied the lripolitan ports she will be willing . 0 duui^s 
erms andpay l’urkey an indemnity tor occupation 
of Italians on the Albanian coast has nutated die Austrian wet! 
whrnh warns Italy against further operations in dial ,|uartcr P ’ 

a. G° nstttn,m( ’P'c states that Parliament lias b»-cn 

Convoked for the 14th instant. Turkish agpeids to the Puaeu have 
tui£i) la pioduea. more than ^nlygenrgpTcssic.rs. IiaA haVitJ 
thoroughly Prepared th P 'W B y' T B e tere-“taffif'SSyi,;i 1 on by rS 
consultation of the Powers, which cannot thwart her It tUXfi 

Thn Tv™ ,0 * luit T ,n Tripoli and tithe, llorl , 

The Italian expedition is ready to sail if it has not actually silrJd 

[X^^r hlchthe r st,tnn « en :,~ l “p '■"**«* **•2 

lealmge iff news It is impossible to attempt a landing until tht 
luikish forts and forces have suirendered, or ben. reduced to il™ 
tence by bombardment The belief prevails that there* Pi 
resistance, except perhaps h, the Arabs, who cannot^ 

The Italians are anxious to avoid bloodshed, and are ureiaredre 
pe> two and a half millions sterling for 1 npofo 1 ^ h 

The *nle war newt on the ^rdOciober insisted of a Turkish 
report that an Italian warship sank two motor barges off Hode i da h 
and chased a destroyer in the Red Sea. The destrnvcr. howc^f 
escaped. A report comes from Corfu that Due De^Abn. \ 

0f n. the Va !! Erevem shall stirrender* he vmnhiilhJ 

the harbour, otherwise he will bombard the town There ;J nn 

JT » Tripo,! hey T ** re P ort 
™n tl ^r,h e 0m H m ,hat he ^ ,be Turb » b *»mnmSr! 

respite till the jid October noon The .Italian Admiralty doss nJt 
believe that the whole of the Turkish Fleet has reached^ T 

* ud , u . Ddc ^‘ af,ds that *1 divided at Sau^Twhereit 
sailed indifferent directions. The Italian Adimrel C p 3 a 

of * b, P* f rom Greece to the African coast tonrevent 
the Turkish warships from approaching Tripoli. 

It was officially announced in Rome on tbe evening of the ,rd 
instanlth« while preparations for fitting out transp^ wertWi 
mg moat actively, the departure of the expeditionary force would be 
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‘ delayed until undisturbed passage across the Mediterranean was 
assured Vice Admiral FaravelH telegraphed that he bombarded 
t Tripoli forts from 3-30 in the afternoon until sunset on the 3rd instant. 
The land batteries replied though without effect. The greatest 
care was taken not to damage the town. He was to resume the bom¬ 
bardment on the 4th instant. 

The Turkish Embassy in London says that Turkey will never 
consider monetary compensation. Meanwhile the powers are appar¬ 
ently still active with advice to Turkey. The Austnan Ambassador 
had a long interview with the Grand Vizier yesterday. The Russian 
Ambassador will confer with the Grand Vizier to-day. 

Enver Bey, leader of the Turkish Revolution, is going to the 
hinterland of Tripoli via Egypt to stir up a Guerilla war. 

The proclamation of British neutrality in the TurkoTtalian 
, conflict has been published in the Gazette 

The Italian ultimatum to the Vah of Preveza demanding the 
surrender of Turkish warships in the harbour has been withdrawn, 
The Italian Government lias renewed its peremptory orders to# the 
warships not to carry out militant operations on the Turkish coasts, 
in the Adriatic and Ionian Sens. An ofiiual despatch from Tripoli 
states that the Italian flAg was hoisted cm the Sultania Fort at noon 
on the 5th instant The ceremony was greeted with salvoes from 
the artillery The fort was occupied by the landing parties, who 
Wtie protected by the fleet anchored partly in the harbour and 
partly at u .short distance from the dismantled fortifications. 

War enthusiasm in Italy is growing The Liberal Bishop of 
Cremora has issued a pastoral leUer in which he approves ot the 
. war with Turkey, which he describes 11 a hard necessity for the 
triumph of c'vilisaUun.” Many of the highest nobles and deputies 
are going to the front A fleer of ten aeropUnes has been assembled 
at Naples. Five thousand native troops in Eritrea liave volunteered 
for service in r i ripoli. 

The Sultan has ordered prayers to be offered up in mosques 
invoking the aid of the Prophet against I Laly. Boycott of Italian 
goods has begun. 

• Vice-Admiral Faravelli reports that the Italian cruisers entered 
the harbour of Tripoli and that two officer* were landed whe tuund 
the outer batteries dismantled and evacuated T he only dead bodies 
found were on the quays The batteries of the inner fortifications 
have been spared up to the present but tht bombardment will be 
continued unless the town capitulates. 

Greece has mobilised two battalions on the frontier in response 
to Turkish mobilisation in Epirus, 

An Englishman spreial cable dated 5th October states — 
Mr. Harold Cox speaking at a meeting pf London Moslems, 
said Italy Wjtu, guilty of the moat shameless act of brigandage 
committed in this generation. Mr Siead, writing Lo the Tunes 
urges ^ie Powers to insist on a relerence to the Hague Tribunal. 

Italians now occupy Tripoli. They landed a further force with 
guns and mitrailleuses after a number of Arabs had boarded the 
flagship, tendering submission and asking for cessation of 
bombardment The German Consul-General requested the Admiral 
lo assume control and preserve o’-d-^r as Turkish troops had 
abandoned the town Admiral Boreanoimu has been appointed 
* Governor of Tripoli The German Consu* stated that do foreigner 
had been injured, nor anv residence damaged during bombardment. 

A German correspondent in Tripoli reports that the boinbaitnrent 
did comparatively little damage He lays that there are sqll four 
thousand European? :n Lhe Town Six soldiers and ten Jews were 
killed and five soldier* and one Jew severely injured. The Mussul¬ 
mans took no part in the resistance bi_r prayed to Allah that the 
bombardment might be discontinued. The message is not dated 
and may refer only to the firl bjmbxrdmenfr. According to a 
wireless message from Tripoli, th* harbour an 1*own were flooded 
all "nig hi by Italian searchlights to preveur an attack The Italians 
arc garrisoning the rjjms of Sultania Fort. The Italian press is 
jubilant over Lire realisation of its long entertained aspirations 

A telegram from P*rnn states that, according to advices from 
Hudeidah, two Italian warships fired* twenty-one shells over the town. 
One sank a launch belonging Lo the British ship GuildhalL 

Reuter wires from ConstantinopleThe Bulgarian Minister 
has assured Lhe Porfe of Bulgarin’s neutrality. 

Heavy firing was reported to the seaward north nr the Darda¬ 
nelles between Dede-Agpatch and the Gulf of Saro.# The bombard¬ 
ment of Denia and Benghazi had been ordered for the 5th instant 
The bombardment of Tripoli was continued on the 4th instant. The 
Turks abandoned the forts and are now occupying and fortifying 
lhe hills in the interior. The Socialist Deputy, Senor de Felice, 
who is enthusiastically in favour of war, describing the bombard- 
“ ment says, the whole fleet filed past Tripoli in review order, dressed 
with bunting, os a last attempt to induce surrender, but the Turks 
were unmoved and manned their guns. Italan warships pursued 
the torpedo boats, Which, however, escaped in the darkness. The 
first contingent of the expedition to Tripoli, so,ooo strong, was 
•ready lo start, but was delayed owing to reports by Italian cruisers 


• 

of the presence of Turkish torpedo boats on the route the expedition 
will follow It is proposed to land forty-thousand men in Tripoli 
within a vcclt. Over five hundred pruoners were reported to have 
arrived at various ports. They will dc accommodated in large 
barracks at Caserta. 

The Turkish Ambassador informed Count Von AehfffiffiaP 
that Italy was preparing to land troops in Albania, dand asked Austria 
to insist upon Italy's observance of the status quo in the Balkans. 
Count Von Aehrenthal replied that Austria would await develop¬ 
ments. Said Pasha has formed a Cabinet at the eleventh hour. 
Keslud Pasha, Ambassador in Vienna, is Foreign Minister. Tift 
Cabinet does not include Kianul Pasha, or Hilmi Pasha, both of 
whom refused to be directed by the Committee of Union and 
Progress. , 

J-ord Laming ton presided at a meeting of the Moslems in 
London held in support of Turkey on the Tripoli question. A 
letter was read from the Right rJon Mr Aijieer Ali protesting 
against Italy’s aggression but deprecating inflammatory language and 
dwelling on Turkish magnanimity A special caMegran to the 
Englishman, dated Ixjndon, .|tli October, says —The war news is 
very con trad'ctory, but there sixms little hope of mttvvention by the 
Powers At the prcscnL stage The special correspondent of the 
ChrtHiicIe at Constantinople s.iy* that Turkey is determined to make 
a desperate resistance. 

According to the latest telegrams from Constantinople the 
Turkish Squadron has armed in Bosphorus from the Dardanelles. 
No explanation is to hand yet regarding Lhe heavy firing heard to 
the northward of the Dardanelles, The bnmltardmenl of Tripoli 
was a one-sided affair, every shot from the insignificant Turkish guns 
falling far short of the mark. A force of Marines and bluejackets 
pruUbly formed the first landing party to clear away local resistance. 

i >o/ens of newspapiu correspondents are cooped up in Malta 
and Tunis, seeing nothing and not being ullowed lo proceed. 

A telegram from Port Said states that the Italian Consul has 
protested to the Governor of Sue/ Canal against the Turkish transports 
Kaisen making a permanent stay in the harbour as a breach ot 
neutrality of the canal. She has been there sinu" joth September. 


The Moslem feeling in India. 

Nk.ws of die outbreak of hostilities between Turkey apd Italy 
Qvei Tripoli has been received at Simla with keen regret. Although 
the prospect of any European complications is considered remote, * 
yet it is difficult to anticipate how far the alanning situapon will re- v ' 
act on European politics. It is, however, earnestly hoped thA if \ 
will not prevent the Royal visit to India It .will naturally,create i 
a dci*l of sympathy among Indian Moslems for their co-reliinpjCMsts * 
the Turks. ■ 

The Shiah community of Calcutta comprising all rjationalities ' 
assembled at the Emambarah of the late Aga Korbalai Ma hmed 
Khan, No. io, Portuguese Church Street, and prayers were offered for 
the preservation of the Ottoman Empire during her present crisis 
Prayers were also offered for the prosperity of the Persian and British 
Governments. 

AL a meetiqg of Persians and members of the Anjumon-i- 
Mozaffiiri held al No. 4, Medical College Street, on Sunday the m 
instant, to express indignation at the unjustifiable aggression of Italy, 
it was resolved to send the following telegram Ottoman Consul- 
General, Bombay—Persians in India are surprised and indignant at 0 
the unjuttiflabie aggression of Italy and their hearts throb with 
sympathy for their brethren of the Ottoman Empire and pray for the 
triumph of the just cause. Home Secretary, Simla—Persians in India 
are alarmed at the attempt to dismember the Ottoman Empire and 
pray for the good offices of England to prevent progress of conflict in 
the interest of Islam rind humanity The Foreign Minister, Parlia¬ 
ment, Union and Progress, and Anjuman Saadut, Constantinople— 
Persians here greatly resent the sudden selfish provocation of Italy 
and sincerely sympathise with their co-religionists and admire their 
attitude. 

A representatiye meeting of Mussalmans was iici 1 m Calcutta 
at the residence of Moidul Islam Aga Syed Jakhiddin lo protest 
against the iniquitous outrage on international morality perpetrated 
by Italy in Tripoli and to express practical symjiathy with the 
Ottoman Empire in its present cnsis Great enthusiasm and indig¬ 
nation prevailed. The following telegrams were sent by the Presi¬ 
dent, the Hon, Mr. Anff -(1) Home Secretary, Simla—Renresenta- 
tivc MussolmaftS in meeting assembled respectfully request interven¬ 
tion of Great Britain as the greatest Muhammadan power and lover of 
justice and fiurplay to check Italy in her career of aggression 
and outrage on international morality regarding Tripoli, (i) Forcigp 
Secretary, London —Loyal Moslem subjects aggrieved and indignant 
at Italy's aggression in Tripoli. Pray for intervention of England 
greatest Muhammadan power. (3) (i) Grand Vizier, # (u) President, . 
Parliament, Constantinople.—Heart of Islam throbs m sympathy with 
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„J Islamic honour and prestige, 
nth the Hen. Mr. Gokm Hoasein 


A central committee WttaTdirxi 
Ariff, as President, Haji Ahmad^Haji Abdul Lttif, Treasurer, Aga 
Moidul Islam and Hon. Dr. Suhrawiudy, Secretaries, avith a strong 
r eprese ntative committee, Lhe committee to be called H Aid to Otto- 
TSfflprfted Crescent Society,” shortly *'Indian Red Crescent Society” 
for taking step* for the preventron or hostilities in the interest or 
humanity and collection of fundd for the relief of sufferers of the war. 
The meeting expressed satisfaction wit^ unanimous condemnation of 
Italy’s aggression by the British and Continental press. It was also 
reaulved to communicate with imjyyrtant centres in India requesting 
formation of local committees on similar lines 

A Muslim public meeting to protest against the war was held 
at # Madros on the 5th instant under the presidency of the Hon. Abdul 
Kuddus Badsha Sahib Bahadur. 

In pursuance of a Resolution passed at the second meeting of 
the Indian Red Crescent Society, prayers were offered on Friday the 
6 th instant in all the Calcutta mosques, foi victory to the Ottoman 
arms. The following is an excerpt, rendered in English from the 
Arabic prayer offered by the Hon. I)r. Suhiawardy .—Thou art our 
Protector ■ Give us victory therefore over the transgressing nations ; 
and overwhelm them, overcome them, crush them, confound them, 
and overtake with thy justice, the wicked, the iniquitous, the 
treacherous, and the deceitful. Land and sea separate us from our 
brethren ; we aie helpless and powerless, but Thou art nearer to 
us than jjur vital veins. Haply the voice or prayer and supplication 
from tlm distressed hearts of the hapless and the helpless followers 
of Thy Prophet may reach Thcc. Lord of Peace who loveth not 
war 1 Consume them, who have kindled it, with Lhe fire of war. 
lx>rd of Earth, Water, Fire and Wind 1 let Thy earthquake and Thy 
mountains cast forth fire, and engulf the arnnes of the oppressor. 
1 .et Thy wind and sea overwhelm and scatter Lhe fleet of the aggressor. 
Command the fowls of the nir, to overtake the enemy, and destroy 
them, even os Thou didst the army of the elephant. Didst Thou not 
cause their strntegem to miscarry? And send against them birds 
' . in flocks (ababils) ClaysLones did they hurl down upon them and 
made their like stubble eaten down 1 (Koran, Sura cv.) Help 
113 by the grace of Tliy Prophet who declared 11 A single victory 
sea, superior to ten victories on land " 

The news of the outbreak of war between Turkey and Italy has 
created quite a sensation among the Muhammadans or Calicut and 
unxioqs enquiries are being made wherever possible as to the latest 
situation. Prayers were offered to-dAy at llir local Jainnlh Mosqje 
by ove^fcuoo n^n for the protection of the Ottoman Empire 
from itsyReseiit'^nsis. 

The Mussulmans of Chittagong, about 5,000 in number, os.sem 
* bled to-day at 3 PM. in the compound of the Juma niusjid to 
condemn the aggressive |jnlicy of Italy in attacking Turkish Tripoli 
without cause, and to offer prayers to the Almighty for the success 
Of the Turkish army The following resolutions were passed 
unanimously *—Resolved that prayers lie offered m every musjid for 
the victory of the Turkish army every Fridu) after the Juma namaz 
that nil the Italian goods henceforth be boycotted by Mus^alnmns; 
that a Red Crescent Society he formed to heln the injured and 
< sufferers from the war; that a telegram be sent to the Home 
Secretary, Simla, praying the British Government to repress the 
Italian aggressors and that copies of these isolations he sent fo 
the Turkish Consul-General, Bombay and all the leading ne<\- 
papers. 

The text of the despatch regarding British neutrality during 
the Turko-Italian war has been communicated to the Government 
of India and gazetted. The Governor-General m Found] d’recta 
that the orders of* neutrality are to be obeyed by all persons within 
His Majesty's dominions and possessions, in India 


Tripoli: a Sketch. 

Tripoli is a Turkish vilayet (regency) in North Africa. It is 
bounded north by the Mediterranean and hus a roast line of over 1,100 
miles. It comprise* five distinct regions—Tripoli proper, the Barca 
pktenu (CW/MKtah the Anjila oases, Fe/.ain and the oases of Ghn- 
ilamcs ard Ghat— which, with the intervening sandy and stony wastes, 
occupy die space between Turnsra and Egypt and have a collective area 
of about 400,000 square miles, with a population estimated at from 
800,000 to 1,300,000. The physical features of the country are, with 
the exception cf the oases and Barca plateau, bleak and utterly unpro¬ 
mising. Apart from the vast interminable stretches of desert, five 
parallel mountain ranges traverse the land. The Barca plateau is by 
for the most favoured region of the vilayet. Its many natural advantages 
of climate, soil and vegetation led to the establishment of several Greek 
colonies, the oldest and most favoured of which was that of Gyrene 
dating from about 630 B.C. From this place the whole region took 
the name of Cyrenaica. The Anjila oases present collectively the 
aspect of a long winding valley. Ghat, which is skirted eastward by 
the Akakus range, is a sandy plain dotted over with dumps or 


groves of date-palms. In , the centre b an open space where k held. 
a great annual fair, and to this combined with its poeitiotym one <1 
the caravan routes across the desert, the oasis owes ail IA importance. 
For several years, at the end of the 19th and beginning of the apth 
centuries, the only caravan route used from the Niger countries to 
Tripoli was by way of Ghat. There is, in the oasts, a population of, 
perhaps, 10,000, about half of whom live in the town 6f Ghat, which is 
successor to Rupsa , a great commercial centre and military station 
under the Roman Empire. Ghadaitus is, on the contrary, an ancient 
town noted in Roman history. The oasis stands on a lofty plateau 
and is enclosed by a circular rampart over j miles in circumference. 
The town has a population of about 7,000. Owmj; to its perennial 
springs and artesian wells, the oasis yields an abundam.1 of dotes, 
figs, apricots and vegetables, besides some wheat, barley and millet. 
It has extensive trading relations with the markets of Tripoli, Tunis 
and the Sudan. 

The explorations of competent travellers during the sec md 
half of the 19th ceniury showed that Tripoli was not only inhabited 
by primitive men, but *as the seat of a flourishing Neolithic rultun., 
m many respects resembling that of Iberia, Brittany, and the British 
Isles There is reason to believe that the builders of the prehistoric 
monuments to be found in *he country are represented b> the Berber 
people, who still form the substratum, and in some places the bulk, 
of the inhabitants ofTripoli proper. But even here the Berbers have 
been for thu most part driven to the Ghunan and Tarhoiw. uplands 
by the Arab nomads, who now occupy the Jefara flats about the 
capital, and are 111 almost exclusive possession of Cyrenaica, Marmanca 
and the Anjila oases. In Fezzan the Saharan Berbers arc dominant, 
but are here largely intermingled with Negro intruders from the 
Sudan. But even in the uplands many of the Berbers have been 
Arabized. Other early intruders are the Jews, some of whom arrived 
from Egypt in the tune of the Ptolemies, and still lead the life of 
troglodytes in lime stone caves They are also numerous in the 
large towns where there are also colonies of Turks a.id Maltese 
Italian, Cretan, and other South European traders and art.saes . 

Tripoli ('I arabulus-el Gharb, i.r , 'Tripoli of the West), is the 
capital of the vilayet aiul is situated on a promontory stretching 
out into lhe Mediterranean. An ancient citadel, dating from the 
tune of the Spanish occupation, serves as the residence of the 
governor The as[iect of the uly is picturesque , the houses 
(many possessing beautiful gardens) rise in terraces from the 
seashore. The Turkish quarter contains whose minarets and 
cupolas break the monotony of the flat-roofed and white washed 
houses. By Lhe harbour arc several houses built in European style 
but the general aspect ol the city is oriental. Many of the streets 
are arcaded the \nh or markets Are the scene of much animation 
A few small manufactures of carpets aud silks as well as 11 Cordova 
leather" are carried on, but Tripoli is essentially a trading town, 
being the chief Mediterranean galeway to the Sahara. The popula¬ 
tion, about 60,000 is very mixed- Berber, Arab, Turk, Jew, 
Maltese, Italian and Negro The Maltese inhabitants number 
4,000, the Jews 8,000, and the Italians 1,000. The local Lrode is 
entirely in the liands ol the Jews and Maltese, only the shipping 
in the port is to a huge extent Italian 

The trade ol the country consists chiefly in the export of 
esparto, barley, eggs, cattle, sponges, mats and henna, all articles 
f uf local production, and from Central Africa, ivory, ostrich feathers, 
tanned goat-skins and a little gold dust. The cattle go mainly to 
Malta, the rspoito, bailey, eggs and ivory mostly to England) the 
featheri to Baris And London and the skins to New York. The 
henna and mats are sent to Turkey, Tunis and Malta. Tripoli 
imports chiefly food-stuffs (flour, rice, sugar, tea), cotton goods, 
tob&i co, mctais and hardware. About two-th.rds of the import 
are from Great Britain. There u» an active contraband trade with 
Greece and Malta in firearms and gunpowder. 

Up to very recently both civil and military authority was 
exercised by the Vali, or Governor-General, appointed by the Sultan of 
Turkey Hut owing to the serious developments of the politi cal 
situation of which the Italian war of aggression is the outcome, the civil 
and military functions were separated only a month ago, and a. 
military Comnumder-m Chief , was appointed. The system of 
Government, executive and judicial, resembles that of other Turkish 
provinces, but with some modifications in tbe direction of local 
autonomy. Bengali or Barca is a separate sub-province with an 
administration responsible direct to Constantitopie. Revenue is 
derived chiefly from customs, tithes, and a poll-tax tailed lerg&L 
Owing to expenditure on the army, some 10,000' Turkish troops 
being stationed in the regency, the receipts from revenue are 
generally below the cost of Administration. The receipts in the 
period 1900-1905 averaged about £ 150,000 a year and expenditure 
.£170,000, of which amount some £*100,000 was on military 
requirements. 1 

The early history of CyrenaicA and Tripoli is distinct though. 
similar. Cyrenaica waa first colonised by Greeks, afterward* it 
fell under the sway of the Ptolemies and from them passed to tire 
Romans. Tripoli, on the other hand, was original# a Fhamkdan 
colony. Later it was dependent on Carthage asre followed Ra. 
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fortunes. From the Romans the province received its present 
name* In fog 5th century both Tripoli and Cyrenaica were 
conquered by the Vandals, whose power was destroyed by the 
’Byzantine general Bclisarius in the following century. In the 
middle of the 7th century the whole country was overrun by the 
Arabs, and Christianity gave place to Islam. From this period, 
for many centuries, Tripoli was subject to the successive rulers of 
Tunisia. In 1321 the Beni Am mar established an independent 
dynasty, which lasted with an interval until 1401 when Tripoli 
was reconquered by the Tunisians. In 1510 Ferdinand the 
Catholic of Spain took Tripoli, and in 1528 it was given to the 
knights of St. John, who were expelled in 1553 by the Turkish 
corsairs Dr&gut and Sinnr. Alter the death of Dragut the 
connection between Tripoli and Constantinople became weakened, 
and the Tripolitan pirates soon became the terror and scourge of 
the Mediterranean; half the stales of Euiopc seemed at one time 
or other to hav? sent their fleets to bombard the capital In 1714 
Ahmed Pasha Caramanh achieved practical independence and 
he and his defendants governed Tripoli as a regency, the 
claims ot the Porte being recognised by the payment of the tribute. 
In the early part of the 19th century the regency vas twice involved 
in war with the United States In May rSoi the Pasha demanded 
from America an increase in the tribute ($83,000) which the 
Government of that country had paid since 1796 for the 
protection of their commerce from piracy. The demand bemq 
rejected, a war began which dragged on for four years, the 
Americans in 1803 losing a frigate, the commanJer and the whole 
crew being made prisoners boon afterwords pear*' was concluded, 
the reigning pasha receiving about ^12,000 as ransomc for the 
prisoners. In 1835 ihe Turks reasserted their direct authority, and 
since that date Tnpoll has been an integral part of the Ottoman 
Empire. After the occupation of Tunisia by the French (1S81) 
the Turks increased tbnr garrison in Tripoli considerably. 

The khonan (ikhwan) 01 semi-religious semi-political Moslem 
fratergitfes are powerful in Tripoli The most remarkable ls that 
of the Senussitcs. They count millions m numbers and the 
adherents of the sect are scattered all over North and Central 
•Africa, Their centre, however, is in Tripoli. They are the most 
powerful body of religious men m Africa, well armed and organised 
and implicitly follow the lead of their spiritual mastci. The 
Sheikh of the Senussites vai, only a few days ago, in Constantinople. 


The Strength of the Combatants. 

The comparative military and naval strength of Italy and Turkey 
mAy be judged from the following figures:—The Turkish regular army 
nr 11 Nizam" numbers 260,000 wirh 120,000 as a reserve The auxi¬ 
liary forces number 620,000, the total thus being about one million 
men. The Turkish army is, of necessity, spread over the Ottoman 
Lmpiit, Albania and the Vemcn still requiring military attention. Italy 
professes to have a total force, regulars and auxiliaries, of 3,330,000 
men, but of these less than 950,000 are with the colours, and many 
of the auxiliaries arc pioctcally untrained The Italian navy 
consists of ten battlrslups, of which the Dante Alighieri is a Dread¬ 
nought of 18,300 tons displacement, nine armoured cui^ers, and 14 
protected cruisers besides smaller mail. Three larger Dread¬ 
noughts are in course of construction. The Turkish Navy consists 
of four armoured ships of which the two largest (9,901 tcm^. disp'ace- 
ment each) were recently bought from Germany and were both 
launched in 1891 ; and of seven cruisers, all of which are small 
and none of which wax launched subsequent to 190O. in smaller 
craft also 'Turkey is very mui h inferior to Italy. 

• 

Press Opinion. 

The “Statesman." 

I. Wjtuiw a few hours from the arrival of the ultimatum which 
foe Italian Government thought fit to send to Lhc Porte an Italian 
cruixer attacked and sank a Turkish destroyer in the harbour of 
Pievesa, and a telegram received by the Greek Premier stated that 
Italian cruisers had pursued and fired at two Turkish transports 
with troops on board. The transports saved themselves by running 
ashore near Prevesa. It appears, moreover, that the Italian cruder 
which sards foe Turkpih destroyer landed troops at Prevesa Prevesa 
is a decaying pon at the entrance to the Gulf of Arta, on the 
west coast o£ European Turkey, so that Italy has not been long In 
violating her pledge that she would engage in no aggression in tho 
Turkishdominions in Europe. Her .proceedings in Tripoli were of a 
piece with,these unprovoked hostilities,against a .friendly Power* 
Without a shadow of a justification she has landed troops in The 
attSaoStA the surrender of the forts, presum¬ 
ably tome old tbrts which were erected for the defence of the harbour 
of foe town of Tripoli. These ancient structures could scarcely 
offer any resistance to modem guns, but the Turkish commandant 
is reported to have refused to comply Vrifo the demand for a sur-; 


render, and presumably the Italians will proceed to bloodshed and 9 
destruction. There is even a possibility that, profiting by the short 
notice which vas given of the outbreak of hostilities, Italy may be 
able to attack at a disadvantage tue Turkish fleet which is on its 
way from Beirut to the Dardanelles short,, th^ Italian* 

everything their own way, as is usually the case, when _ 
a tower, TiaWhtf resolved ttpbh unscrupulous aggression, 

'{prepares beforehand Tor Jnu >noth« 

made no"preparations. Even without framing 
policy of this kind, Italy was almost assured of getting foe 
upper ~ haniT m * a^naval war with Turkey. The Ottoman a 
is inconsiderable. Four old battteships built as far back a. 
1S70 and earlier, with small gun9 and a speed of 13 knots, 
may be dismissed as useless. The Missoudtyeh f launched in 
1874, armed with two 9*2 inch and twelve 6-inch guns, and 
having a speed of 16 knots, may yet be. serviceable, but the 
Turks must rely mainly upon two battleships which were once 10 
the German navy and one battleship constructed in 19 to. In the 
same year two Dreadnoughts were ordered, but their completion 
has not been reported. The effective strength is thus only three 
battleships, whereas Italy has eight modem battleships and tfaree 
old ones. The Turks are at a still greater inequality m regard to 
cruisers They have only tlire" as against 27 possessed by Italy. 

It is true that the Ottoman navy has for two years past been under¬ 
going reorganisation under two British Admirals and a staff of British 
officers Rcoigamsation cannot, however, compensate for the lack 
of numerical strength, and it is ro be feared that the Turks have 
very little prospect of being able to challenge successfully Italy’s 
naval superiority As in this contest sea power must be the 
dominating factor Turkey is virtually helpless against the act of 
aggiesiion of which Italy has been guilty. Without an adequate 
fleet to protect her transport*, Turkey cannot send tfeops to 
Tripoli or engage in reprisals by landing an invading force on the 
Italian coast (Tie military strength of the Forte which might other¬ 
wise have b^en a formidable factor thus goes for nothing in foe 
present conflict. Nevertheless we cannot believe j|jat the Turkish 
Government will submit meekly to unprincipled spoliation. It is 
doubtful indeed whether Lhc new Constitution will survive unless 
action of some kind is taken. The Turkish Army is not likely 
to surrender winch Jjs^ dishonourable to foe Turkish 

ncople (ijid to Islam itself. Precisely "what furnT'oT TfiGEffafiSTwTIl 
be adopted cannot be predicted, but, despite the disclaimer of* 
the Ottoman Embassy lq London, Mr. Lucien Wolf’s anticipation 
that the Turkish Government wiil by the occupation of Thessaly or 
some other l#old move fence the intervention of Europe seems not 
improbable. Such a proceeding ought, however, to be l necessary. 

European prcdi. has denounced the occupation of 
Tripoli aTa seTFTSli' atid^cytUCaTpiraty, TM* must be The 
feeling 6rtfid‘r?viTi£ed world. It is incredible that the Y Powers oE 
Eurqp£ .allow un outrageous piece of plunder merely because 
the naval strength of Turkey happens to be inferior to that of 
Italy. International morality forbids, foe recognition of .-the brutal 
doctrine that might is right, and mere prudence points to the danger 
of acquiescing m the theory that any Power in Europe, is at liberty 
to filch its neighbour’s property if it con. Moreover there lies in the 
background the Pan-Islamic menace, Islam was never more con¬ 
scious or its unity than it is at the present day, and a flagrant wron^ 
inflicted on a Muhammadan Power by a Christian Power with the 
tacit assent of thd Governments of Europe is calculated to stir angry 
passions throughout the Muhammadan community. We can see no 
excuse fer the apathy which courts the resentment of Muhahuhkdans 
all the world over The notion that Italy is to be left in peace 
because she will not yield seems not only ignoble but reactionary 
in the last degree. What is the, value, of, Hague Conferences, ^ 
treaties of arbitration, and efforts to limit foe growth of armaments 
if any Power which has chosen to turn pirate is permitted 
to roam foe seas unchecked? As a preliminary measure a 
Conference of the Powers ought to be summoned to consider 
, the situation and to put pressure upon Italy to disgorge. If in 
this way or by some other means Italy is not induced to return 
to lionext courses there seems to be little hope of peace or die- 
armament in Europe Successful piracy makes a laughing stock of 
international law and blasts all the hopes which rested upon the 
recognition of moral principles in the relations of the Powers. 

TI. Though the conflict provoked by the aggression of foe 
Italian Government threatens to cause no small inconvenience to 
trade and shipping the Powers of Europe appear to beta little 
disturbed by that prosne'cE'as "by* foe land-grabbing which has led 
to the outbreak of Hostilities It is a sorry' reflection upon Euro¬ 
pean morality that Turkey alone is following a fair and reasonable 
policy, aimed at the maintenance of peace. Instead of hastening 
to violent courses, foe Turkish Government have appealed once 
more for the intervention of foe Powers and have Tesolved, 
pending foe receipt of a reply, to suspend the measures which they 
would be entitled to adopt in consequence of the declaration 
of war by Italy. The Sultan has supplemented foe appeal of 
his Government by sending a personal message to jhe King 
of England and to the German Empctor, T^e King-Emperor 
is, of course, bound to act according to ^tht advice of the 
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Miniatm, and hii answer has been an expression of his regret 
that be'% unable to intervene. The G^an.>-miWrOL .replies 
at mater Length. The situation has given him an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity of posing as ihCf friend of both the combatants, and so 
skilfully has the occasion been utilised that he will probably be 
accl aimed by both as A real sympathiser. It will be seen that 
TJMtoroe, where patriotic fervour drove large crowds to march in 
procession tbrpugh the streets, the enthusiasts halted in front 
of the German Embassy, where "cheers were raised for the 
friendly ally of Italy." Doubtless a similar scene will be observed 
presently in Constantinople, for the, Kaiser has been at 
«>great pains to explain how •'Strenuously he has laboured to 
induce Italy to adopt a more reasonable utlitude. He claims 
in fact that he has done his utmost, but that "the isolated 
action of (iermany, unsupported by oLher Towers, has been without 
* effect.” The natqnd result will he that Germany will be hailed as 
the friend of r l urkey as well as of Italy and the other Powers will 
be looked upon as responsible for Lhe cool and unmoral plunder 
of which Italy has been guilty. Sir Edward Grey can scarcely 
be complimented upon a diplomacy which has produced this 
impression. Mischief enough has already been done by the false 
moves and the* fndifference which have permuted the growth of 
German influence at Constantinople The outcome of the l)re 
sent apathy may prove to be still more unfavourable, for the action 
of Italy has roused the indignation of die Muhammadans of 
the world, and we cannot imagine a less desirable proceeding 
than one calculated to show tne Muhammadans of India that 
England is prepared to look on unmoved while a friendly 
Muhammadan Tower is being robbed without excuse Well may 
the Sultan say .—*' I am n great reader of histoiy, buL I have never 
encountered a worse case of violation of rights than has been com¬ 
mitted by Italy * This is a just and accurate description of what has 
occurred, ami to every Indian Muhammadan it will appear strange 
rliat England should acquiesce m such an outrage upon the moral 
code of nations In the circumstances the least that Sir Edward 
Gray can do is to offer some explanation of his refusal to interfere. 
The loci that Germany lias sought to secure the intervention of the 
r Powers is s sufficient proof that the proposal was not wild and im¬ 
practicable. The German Foreign Office is not given to idealism, 
and the German Government understand as well as any Government 
in Europe the art of appropriating the territory of others and the 
1 considerations by which its practice may be justified. If, therefore, 
Germany thought that there was a cose for intervention we may be 
sure that it rested on good and substantial r cam ms. As a states¬ 
man who desires the pence or Europe* and Lhe substitution 
of paciAc means for war, Sir Edwaru Grey should let the English 
people know why in this instance he ha* preferred war to 
peace. Everyone recognises that the probability is that Tripoli 
„ fuyi boot neglected and misgoverned for centuries. Hut everyone 
is also aware that we have now to deal with a reformed Torle 
arid that it* is too early to expect the new Turkish Government to 
put every portion of the Sultan's dominions in order. Are ue to 
understand that Sir Edward Grey refuses to nuke <uy allowance for 
the difficulties of the new Turkey and that he is. prepared to suppoit 
any Power which, relying on the naval weakness of the Forte, seizes its 
territories overseas? Does the Foreign Secretary in fact regard 
Italy os having dona right or, while condemning the behaviour 
* of Italy, does he shrink from ftcLiou ? If hi. vindicates die 
conduct of Italy. it is hard to see why he should take exception 
to the occupation of Agadir Agadir is a trifle when set against 
Tripoli. Further, if he was ready to go to war wall German v over 
Agadir, why does he refuse all intervention wln.ii uio booty of th*, 
pirate cumnxts nut of ft^btary pol but of a w'lole province P It is 
a pity that Parliament is not silting srv that Sir Edward Grey might 
r be prettied for some exposition o' the. reasons by a birh In; w.u 
guided in arriving at ‘wo wholly mr ongruoi.i jKiiun s Meanwhile 
the absurd and wanton t'ouAid prov-jWd by Italy has stiffly en¬ 
dangered commerce m the Mediterranean and Ik* tween England and 
the East. The belligerents arc within their rights m extinguishing 
the lamps of the lighthouses. Italy is entitled to dose the harbour 
of Brindisi after dark. Out these precautions necessarily inleiferc 
with the speed, if not with the safety, of navigation, so that 
England and India moat suffer to assist Italy m wrong-doing. On 
this ground alone war should have been averted Hostilities are 
now ton troublesome to neutrals to be lightly sanctioned. Hut this 
is a small matter m comparison with other risks which are incurred. 
Turke/ cannot afford to pocket the affront offered by Italy. Unless 
something is dune the new tigime will be imperilled, and in self- 
defence the Turkish Government are bound Lo strike the ima¬ 
gination of the people by some bold move. 

The " Empire.” 

Thu blaze which An irresponsible Government kindled on Friday 
in the Mediterranean littoral has speedily attained the proportions of 
a conflagration tliat will apparently require serious efforts to extin¬ 
guish. It is fully clear that Italy's ultimatum to Turkey was not 
meant to.give the 91 sick man of Europe ” an opportunity of even 
considering her Mlegkiwate demands much less of negotiating upon 


them. A pistol was held at Turkey’s head and in spite of the 
Forte’s placatory utterances the QuirinaJ, upon the expjry of the few 
hours it had allotted, promptly lei loose its navy udba the Turkish 
possessions both ui Africa and Europe. Already Italy hai show* 
that her professions of maintaining the peace in Europe were mot; 
empty words. She has not only attacked and sunk Turkish vessels 
in Turkish European waters, but has also landed troops on 
the Turkish coast, which appears to indicate the inclusion of 
an invasion of Turkey in Europe in her plan of campaign. 
Some 36,000 troops will be ready to sail to-morrow. On Friday 
it apjiearcd that the army which was being mobilised was 
intended for service in Tripoli, but the seizure of Prevexa and lhe 
landing of troops suggest that even more formidable aggression is 
contemplated. If such be the case Italy is making a serious 
mistake in military policy. In Tripoli she would, it is admitted, 
have hod matters all hei own way. The Turkish forces which 
garrison that colony consist only of one independent division 
of at the most four regiments of infantry, twelve batteries, and 
a regiment of cavalry, a combination too small to secure any 
successes against an army of 36,000. But in Turkey in Europe 
a very different result may be forecasted. The troops in Turkey 
in Europe consist, under the reorganisation now taktrig place, of 
nine army corps or over thirty divisions, which are garrisoned m 
Constantinople, Thrace, Macedonia and Armenia. The majority 
of the battalions are mossed on the frontiers. Troops are already 
being moved to resist the invasion and it may not be long before 
Italy learns that she has not improved her position by a rash move¬ 
ment upon a country which will he ably defended. 

Unfortunatel) Turkey appous to be in a disheartened condition 
already At the 'irst blow the Cabinet resigned and the attempts to 
lurni another Government liave failed The Sultan can find nothing 
better to say 111 reply to a deputation asking for the convocation 
of the Chamber than to revile his ministers for the neglect of Tripoli, 
which is crying over spilt milk, and to condemn Italy’s violation of 
Turkey’s rights. The only encouraging feature is the patriotic pro 
c la 1 nation of the Committee iff Union and Progress at Salonika The 
Powers, Lo whom Turkey has made a third apjieal so fai, remain 
hlrangely quiet The Turkish trust in at last inducing the Power* 
to take Action is almost pathetic, but it appears that if they will nut 
come to her aid voluntarily the means of forcing thrir hands by a 
movement upon Greece is being seriously contemplated An official 
announcement issued in Constantinople that the Grecian Army was 
mobilising has been denied in Athens but the rumour serves to show 
the trend of Turkish thought Meanwhile Lhe concentration at 
Malta of a large British force has doubtless been arranged with a 
view to securing the safe passage of British shipping through waters 
that are now tilled with the navies of the contending powers. 

The “Pioneer.” 

It wh L be some time in all probability before we are in a 
position to gain a perfectly just appreciation of all the event! that have 
led up to the Italo-Turkish war. As matters arc it 11 only too easy 
to lay undue stress upon particular incidents of the story as revealed 
to us in isolated scraps of intelligence. Before we indulge m 
hasty generalisations it would be as well lo be sure of the facts 
and lo be sure too that the deductions we draw may be fairly drawn 
not from some of those facts but from all of them. All that we really 
know at present is that Italy has long entertained ambitions in regard 
*to Tripoli, that the list of Italo-Turkish incidents daring the last 
two years is, as the CiMWtaatipople correspondent has remark¬ 
ed, a 11 long 71 one; that Italian Ministerial assurances have not 
sufficed to satisfy the demands of the “ forward " party . that, as 
the present mail papers show, a vigorous Tripoli campaign hail been 
started m the Italian papers as early as Lhe beginning of September, 
and that this campaign had caused considerate uneasiness in 
ConstantinopU and had alieady provoked (according to the Yeui 
Gazettu) a boycott of Italian goods at Tripolitan ports. What 
actually hupi>encd in the interval we are unable to say. Nor have 
we been afforded as yet any very clear idea of what went bet ore. 
It may be that the Italian Government had real apprehensions for 
the safety of its subjects in Tripoli, it tray be that they had long 
made up thr=ir minds as to the policy they were to pursue and were 
more than eager to listen to the arguments of those who urged them 
to strike while '1 urkey was quite unprepared tu ward off the blow. 
'The Sultan, it will be seen in his repfy (0 jthe Turkish deputies, 
blames Hakki Pasha and his Cabinet for not looking after the 
defences of Tripoli, and telegrams in the new mail papers indicate 
that popular fouling in Constantinople was already* strong at the 
beginning of September against that Cabinet for its friendliness 
towards Italy Hakki Pasha and hi* colleagues so far bowed to the 
storm that they announced then decision to strengthen the garrison 
and fortifications of Tnptii as a 11 precautionary measure. It is 
quite possible that the Italian Government may have come to the 
conclusion that they could not afford to wait Ull the Tripoli garrison 
had been strengthened and that they deliberately set about to take 
advantage of the first pretext that came to hand ftc issuing an 
ultimatum. But while we may admit that the facte o» they m 
slowly emerging do not seem to Justify Italy 1 * ^ctl^i m dm mutter 
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Acre an obriotJsly a good many gaps in our knowledge that ought 
to be filled before we seek to arrive at a definite pronouncement 
as to her guilt* ^Perhaps the most curious feature in her case is that 
her intimate friends and allies can find nothing at all to defend in her 
conduct. She is merely the wayward child of the Triple Alliance 
who will have her own way despite the earnest entreaties jf those 
who love her best 

We have since the outbreak of the war had a good deal of 
adverse comment on Italian action from the English, German and 
Austrian Press, but the oq$ paper, m Loudon at all events, that 
scented any danger in theJtaiUMtPt^ss campaign that preceded the 
ulttffialum to'Turkey was the Daih Graphic, the same enterprising 
journal that has lately been calling for explanations Irum Sir Edward 
Grey, In an article published on the 9th September that paper 
denounced the claims put* forward by the Italian Press as 
u preposterous u declared “ We trust there is no truth in the 
allegation, published by certain Italian ncwsfuipers, that the British 
Government is countenancing a scheme by winch the Gibmci 
of Rome proposes to seek 1 compensation ’ for the extension or 
French influence in Morocco by a thinly disguised seizure of 
Tripoli ” In light of what has hajppened since, the Dam Gtafhic 
plight be excused for regarding itself as a wonderful prophet 
And little wonder, too, that when it had pub 1 1 shed beforehand 
IKs story"of an Anglu-Ttalian understanding the Daily (haphk 
should seek for explanations from Si^ Edward Grey The story 
might "at first 'sight' appear To "explain aLTeast two remarkable 
Icatures in the situation -the bold confidence of Italy in issuing 
her ultimatum and her refusal to be guided by her friendly allies 
<Thc Kaiser, it may be observed, in his extremely friendly message 
to 'he Sultan referred to by Reuter to-dav, speaks of the “ isolated 
potion of Germany, unsupported bj other Powers, ,J in attempting 
to bring about a cessation of the war Gm it frL n dt yd } ^ly s 11 
alongJbftihodihe s u ppo rt of the,BidUA,GcvefnmenL behind it 5 * 
And jf that i^the case,, whaLu the justification for the British 
Government's attitude ? With the Radical record of the past to 
look ^atk on, it is natural that some suspicion* should be 
entertained of the fairness of Lhe present Government’s policy 
towards Turkey. The facts, however, as we know them can easily 
♦rear another and simpler interpretation Because Britain has refused 
to intervene in the struggle and put pressure on Jtah ir does 
not necessarily follow that the British Governiii^nt was completely 
cognisant beforehand or approved of Italy's designs What it is 
possible for the allies of Ituly to do in the way of friendly mediation 
is not possible in the case of a Power outside that Alliance Any 
attempt made by Great Britain to art as peacemaker 111 lhe 
squabble might have been regarded in Rome us an unfriendly act, 
and, even sympathy for Turkey should not make us forgit that 
Italy in the pas* has been out very good friend Tne Kaiser, of 
course, is making a* much capital as he can out ol Germany’s 
efforts to intervene 111 the struggle , wh.lc Italian crowds are rliecr 
mg their great ally, Ills Majesty endeavuuu in persuade the Sultan 
that Ggim&ny is Turkey’s oidy fuend He will do his nest, says 
Kaiser Wilhelm, but he fears that that best will nul amount to 
much This is UJ very' interesting hut meanwhile, .n ,-ilw ol 
Muhammadan feeling m this country, we would all like to hear ,1 
httle from Sir Edward Grey 

The “ Englishman.” 

We 'jUOGKsriD after the second of the appeals made Dy Turkey* 
in the Towers to put a stop to the aggression ot Italy that pleading 
and entreaty were very foreign to the warlike germ* of thi- 0 tin man 
It is true that it has always been the jouev of the ’I urk\ to play 
one Power off aaair^t /mother rather than Lo rely upon a vigorous 
foreign policy of tncii own, but once war really thicatencd Turkey 
has never hcsitat|*d to take up aims Id tne present instance the 
Italian demand for Tripoli has been followed by definite aits of var, 
and yet wc find that Turkey instead of show ng a proper lesent 
meet has issued a third appeal to the Power* 1 and is tahng the 
most extraordinary measures to quiet any warlike led mg amongsa 
ner populations. One po^iole,explanation of facts ^o surprising is 
that the Committee of Union and Progress, which after all governs 
Turkey, is anxious to gain time. The appeals \o 'he Bowers may 
!>e a mere blind to cover ihe preparations for a severe blow Mjme- 
where, which even if it does not directly hurt Italy, will have the 
oflixt of causing the Power? to interfere The suggestion that 
such a blow may be struck at Greece is by no means wild. Italy 
with her strong fleet is secure, and unless she Lakes the step of land 
ing troops elsewhere than in Tripoli. it is impossible to strike her. 
The,only awne for Turkey 19 to make such use of her position 
aa will make the European Powers sorry that Ihey have given Italy 
a free hand., In a *nM way Turkey, by putting out the lights in the 
Red Sea, has already brought home to Britain one of the dangers of 
permitting the war to continue These lights were put Up about eight 
years ago as a result of earnest representations from the Board of 
Trade supported by the Chambers of Commerce of Bengal and 
Bombay. The British Government was prepared to put up the fights 
themselves, but as tfie islands and headlands on which they were 
required were Turkish property the Porte finally undertook the duty. 
Now the Red Sea wifi again become dangerous for shipping. The 


Turkish excuse, of course, is that the Italians have the small colony 
of Eritrea on the Somali coast, but British and German traffic will 
suffer more than the Italian. But as indicated above, it is with 
respect to Greece that Turkey has an opportunity. It is significant 
that it should be officially announced in GAsbintinople that Greece 
is mobilising The story is denied at Athens, and one must look for 
a reason why it should have been circulated in Constantinople. 

But the strongest card m the possession of Turkey is Islamic 
sentiment. In spite of the bitter animosities of vuriuus religious 
sects there is a feeling of nationalism amongst all Muhammadans in 
every park of the world, amlfojfnrt* the magic phrase of Sub Isl^m 
h.\i bhm ” the differences between “Shifik and Sunnis melt away- 
There arc reasons, of course, vvfly Indian Muhammadans, for 
instance, should not look with very much lav our on the Committee 
of Union and Progress, which dethroned Abdul Hamul, hut that 
httlu act nf desecration may very easily be forgotten in the present, 
excitement, and the nresenL Turkish Governmenl only remembered 
As the Protector of ihu Holy LToces and, therefore, entitled to 
the veneration ol all Islam The moral support, [Mssihly supple¬ 
mented by gifts of money, or the Indian Muhammadans would be 
very valuable to the lurks But in Afnen itself Turkey can Icok for 
moi e than moral support A little fact that has escaped general 
attention is that the Senussi is al the present moment in Constanti¬ 
nople T his extraordinary man, who has his headquarters in the 
hinterland of Tripoli, has formed a militant sect, the adherents of 
which, numbering hundreds nf thousands, are scattered through the 
whole breadth ol Northern Africa, from Egypt to the Atlantic. The 
Fiunrh have always seen in the Senussi a menace to their colonies 
in Tunis and Algeria, and lowei down, and there are residents in 
Egypt who are not without uneasiness The Italians, therefore, 
although the Turks may not be able to oppose their landing in 
Tripoli, may find the hordes of the Senussi upon them wiLhyi a few 
months, and :l certainly is the Turkish policy to encourage a 
Senussi advance to the coast 

The “ Madras Mail.” 

It ii.v- been elfin,illy announced m Rome that a stale of war 
now exists between Italy and Turkey and the blockade of Tripoli 
is to be notified to the Bowers at once Italian Colonial ambition, -a 
which at the present moment is being demonstrated in such an 
agfcie-.bive manner, lus not 111 Lhe |xust been attended by any con¬ 
spicuous good fortune In the more recent past, that is, for it 
cannot be forgotten that, in the Middle Ages, Venice built up 
a Colonial Empire, irsigniticani coirqrarcd with the Colonial Empires 
ol today, Lut in Us owiThmc of an astonishing grandeur. Nor is 
it only the recollection of pn-t exploits that directs Italians in the 
way of Colonial enu rpme, Italy has a large and poor imputation 
Vear by year cnngianl Icavi Italy for the United Stales, for Brazil, 
for Mie Argentine, and so on, ic very Urge numbers , and the 
Italians, like Lhe Germans, feel a certain natural dislike^hat their - 
fellow countrymen shuidd meiely assist greatness of other countries 
and do nothing to extend the political power ol their u#n This 
reflection receives fresh point by the fact thal this process is going 
on, not only m remote countries like ihe Republics of South 
America, bui at the very doors of Italy Italians swarm in the 
French possessions of Northern Africa Tunis belongs to the 
French, but Italians constiluie the bulk of the European inhabitants. 

In Algeria it was estimated a few years ago that Italians, naturalised » 
and unnaturalised, fi rm 50 per cent, of the European population. 

It is under these circumstances that Colonial ambition has 
'•lining up in Italian breasts, but, a. soon as they began to look 
round for ( olonial possessions, the Julians found ihe unoccupied 
places very few indeed. They have, indeed, succeeded in occupying 
Erylhrea on the Red Sea and a large slice of Somaliland But 
thes*: are expensive rather than profitable expansions Erylhrea, for 
example, icquires contributions from the Italian 'Treasury amounting 
to more than double Lhe ("olomal revenues, and of the total revenue 
thus toi med more than half is spent upon Lhe troops stationed there. 
Massowah, the chier port, is the natural outlet of Abyssinia, and if 
Italian policy in that part of the world had been more conciliatory 
and less acquisitive, Erythrea would probably have benefited const 
derably A certain hostility in Abyssinia was to be expected when 
Italy occupied Massowah And cut Abyssinia off from the coast. And 
the Abyssinians, it will be remembered, were scarcely conciliated by 
Italian statesmen Instead of attempting to overcome Abyssinian 
suspicions, they began to form plans for the entire conquest of the 
country. There were wars, and the Italians cannot yet have for 
gotten the disaster at Adowah, with which llioir ambition- came 
to an unexpected end 

Hut the conquest iff Abyssinia was only the first s»tep in a great 
Colonial programme which was never, -»o far as we remember, 
actually acknowledged by Italian Ministers, but which was assuredly 
in their minds. Italian influence was to be further and further 
earned westwards across the African continent, and At the same time 
the break-up of the Turkish Empire, an event which seemed much 
nearer m the eighties and nineties than it does to-dav, was to give 
them Tripoli, from which they would stretch southward to meet 
their other zone of influence somewhere near Lake Chad, ‘This 
somewhat ambitious plan never got far. The violent Italian 
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gggy feyth tou leading to the defeat of the Italians. there 
JfiyjM* 1 5 ?®*?' «M *• Angk^wncb Agreement of 
»* 99 . »Kich node the Fwncb uf EngtMi «Nh continuous and 
W through whfeh tbe ftti&nt couM tKOetrate nortbwud. 
Tnua, in Consequence oflW tftto events, the Italians have been 
restnflW to a nuro* atrip on the Red Sea. in which the 
«W‘ lands are unhealthy and (he few strips of plateau that their 
territory includes are sterile. They art building a little railway which 
» to connect Wassowah with Asmara, the Seat of Government. The 
commence of the Colony is trivial. The foreign trade of Abyssinia 
which passes through Masaowah is stated to be less than ,£500,000, 
and that is not likely to grow yntil Afiysuma has been developed, 
which, again, is improbable until the old faults of Italian policy 
have been entirely forgotten 

While the Colony of Erythrea thus Numbering in neglect, 
•having entirely failed to arromplisti what was expected of it, the 
thought's of Italian statesmen have turned more and more to the 
acquisition of Tripoli In itself it docs not seem very attractive , its 
products arc Few and scanty , but what it lacks in wealth it makes up 
for in position. It would doubtlpw offer a most convenient Colony 
fur Italy, and Fe//an might offer possibilities of development It 
appears that Italy disappointed in Erythrea and tired of waiting for 
the dismemberment of Turkey, is taking advantage of the present 
situation In repeal the policy of violence ••he has already practised 
towards Abyssinia. If there is no intervention, she probably has 
a belter chance of success in her latei theatre of activity It is 
quite obvious that, with tier Meet ( ommanding the approaches to 
Tripoli, Turkish reinforcements either would never reach their des- 
tinatioh or could easily be starved out, and it is not unlikely that 
Italy has icckonttl that the European situation is tt>o complicated to 
Admil of serious intervention Whether she is right or not remains 
to be sfrn , but, many case, her policy is not admirable, and the 
observer may well wonder il she has acted wisely in hampering her 
economic progress with the large Army and cvpcnsive Fleet she 
maintains She is probably over-influenced by the memories of the 
past. The successors of the Romans should not play u mediocre or 
an insignificant part in European politics, hei vanity has salJ She 
has, therefore, strained tvery nerve to imitate the powerful armaments 
which older and fa? wealthier States than she cannot Mipjiort with 
eaae , nnd by so doing she lias done much to prevuit the growth of 
that wealth wludi is essential to international greatness A very 
* well-informed nbservei has said that she would lute done far better 
to confine herself In a more purely economic ai tivity 

Had her Fleet and Aimy been modesr. she would not have 
been a member of the Triple Alliance but, on (he other hand, .she 
would easily have been able to contract Allianrcs winch would have 
amply protected her From the only Power from which she is in the 
leant danger of attack It is true that she would not then have 
earned any weight in the council of the rial ion ; but il may well be 
' questioned what advantage she has gamed from her niiliUi) activity. 
Site is top poor 10 be really effective, mid hy maintaining large 
Ibices she Has taken tin* mast certain cruise to prevent herself from 
becoming rich Even now-, should her Colonial dream* be realised, 
she will nnd the greatest difficulty in supplying the capital needed 
for the development of the country, and the chances an. diat thi* 
success or her present scheim will merely lead to an additional 
heavy charge* upon an already overburdened treasury So that 
r considerations of political m mility qxm, it is not dear that succeis 
ill hor present policy will bring any |iartu ulaiJ) solid advantages' with 
it From a wider point of view, ht< action is to be deprecated as 
Ukejy fco arouse Mulianimudaii ill-will throughout the l^ast aid 
perhaps to kindle a conflagration in the Near Farr. -The bladra* 
Mail x Saturday Even mg, 30th September hjji 

Austria's annexation of Romim-H erzegovina satisfied rnoyl of us 
< that ethical consideration* are of no account in statecraft, but Italy* 
action in regard Ja Tripoli impasses even that classic exampto of 
International brigandage. Not a shadow of excuse ha.s yet bern nut 
forward by Italy to justify the wat she has sjwiing su suddenly on the 
Turkish Empire It u a piece of pUiUcal opportunism, dictated 
solely by material .conaidcraUons, and throwing all codes df Hftfcr- 
natipnal mandiry lo the wiuda Nor t.uj wc acquit the unbar 
European Powers 01 a large share ol responsibility Italy has 
embarked on this business. If not with their approval, at all events 
without OAciuug their active opposition. Turkey, it would seem, 
stand!. Alone Her apj>tiils u> the Fowe/s have not been responded 
to because mine of them haw. any interest in sustaining her integrity. 
Russia probably regards Italy's artufti with entire unconcern. Why 
should she help to keep together the Empire from whoso break-up 
she once hojxd to profit? Austria Hungary has other, but equally 
powerful, motives foi nonintervention. Italy is merely following her 
own example, and, apart fiom that, when Austria annexed Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, she gave a specific assurance not to stand in the way if 
Italy desired compensation elsewhere. France has already hy treaty 
accorded Italy a certain measure of freedom in Tripoli, and Germany's 
interests (ml? her in two different directions. As a professed friend 
of Turkey she cannot openly countenance Italy's action. On the* 
other hand, she probably regards with secret gratification a piece of 
piracy Svhich counterbalances French predominance in Morocco, 
There remains 1 only Great Britain to whom Turkey could look for 
protection and apparently Britain lias also (ailed hor. Turkey, 


therefore, stands alone, and being in that position Vie is practically 
helpless Her navy to still under constructional to] y took cue not 
to wait for its (ompfetion—and without a navytogqard the transports 
the despatch of military forces to Tripoli is ntit to impossible. Italy, 
it will be seen, has from the naval and military Standpoint every 
likelihood of achieving her object Only the mtgwxentiQfi of the 
Powers can stop the piracy; and apparently the Powers hove much 
ot m “tittle regard for international mortality' os tjtaly herself — 

The "Bengalee.” 

Wit had hoped that the intervention of the European Powers 
would stop the further progress of those hostilities, the end of which 
no man can foresee But the expected intervention has not come 
The Sultan has Again and again appealed to the European Powers 
to use their good offices ; but, so fur, all in vain. King George 
has replied to a telegraphic communication from the Sultan, ex¬ 
pressing his inability to intervene. The German Emperor, in reply 
to a similar message, expressed real friendship and veneration for 
the Sultan, and declared that ht had already instructed the 
German Ambassador to make an effort to intervene, but that the 
isolator I At tion of Germany, unsupported by other Powers, had 
hem without effect However, in deference to His Majesty's 
wishes, the Emperor would, if circumstances permitted, make 
anotlitr proposal for mediation, and suhmit a similar suggestion to 
other Powers I he German Ambassador has explained to the 
Grand Vmcr that it is most unlikely that rhe German Emperor's 
action will have any result So there I'i to be no intervention on the 
part of the great European Powers, at least tni Lhe present, and 
'Turkey and Italy aw robe left to hlLIIc their differences by the 
arhitrt merit of the sword 'The moderation and self-restraint of 
Turkey, the eager solicitude ol the Sultan to prevent blood-shed by 
\niM eful st Ufemcnt, constitute tbe most pleasant features of this 
disagreeable controversy. Here we have the spoctacb* of a jgreat 
Christum Power trampling under foot all laws, human and divine, 
,uid selling at defiance the opinion of the civili/cd world, in the eager 
greed for conquest On the other hand, we liave an Orieiflat notion 
full of Lhc martial spirit and with gteat traditions of conquest 
deliberately vising all its influence m favour of peace and 
appealing to the Powers for a peaceful settlement The contras! 
is sinking. It demonstrates that the possession r.f those qualities 
which form the 1 idlest heritage of a nation is not the monopoly 
of the West, but under favourable environments is the common 
legacy of lhe race It lias been said that Turkey is 110L ready 
for the fight, and that these are all diplomatic luanreuvrci 
resorted to with .1 view to gam time to make the necessary 
preparations That may or may not lie so We have no 

right to put a sinister interpretation on the conduct or a 

great nation, which, though full of the martiAl spirit, is slow lo 
resent an injury and which hesitates to embark upon a war winch 
may provr ’he signal for a general conflagration Having done 
what la> m fer power to prevent hostilities, Turkey would be 
justified in all measures that she may think fit to cake*for die 
integrity of her Empire and the vindication of her honour There 
is no deposition on the part of the leaders of the 'Turkish nation 
lo tamely submit to the spoliation of lurkish territory. 'The 
Committee of Union and Tn gress placed a prominent part in 

tlie revolution which hLs givm Turkey her constitution They 

have shown unicpie determination in the present crisis They 
« have issued a proclamation declaring that the nation prefers honour 
to life and that it will employ every means against rhe enemy 
Italians will be expelled from the schools, and Italian businesses 
dosed. 'The proclamation begs the population to remain tranquil, 
and to Imu, die Government to apply the measures hece .vury, 
calmly demonstrat./ig that the Ottuman« are more civilized and more 
equitable <han the Italians Tn tlie meantime the Muhammadan 
fnelmg is rising We cannot help the conviction that tbe war will 
deepen the Pan-lslamic sentiment winch is beginning to make it 
self felt all over the world. The whole of Islam is watching 
progress of events, and Asia and the Orient arc also interested 
spectators. The Persians in Calcutta have held an influential 
meeting and they have addressed a telegram to the Oovcnmeot 
of India in which they express their alarm at tfos threatened 
dismemberment of tbe Ottoman Empire and pray for tbe good 
offices of England to prevent the progress of conflict ip, lhe 
interest of Islam England's responsibility in this matter is biaricr 
than that of any other European power. The world rememhen how 
when Greece lay prostrate At the feet of Turkey after the war of 
1897, the European Powers interfered to preserve tSe independence 
of Greece. Does not h 18 *’** cfcraand that they" should now 
intervene to prevent the unrighteous spoliation of Turkish 
territory? That they have refused to do so, has produced a 
painful impression in the Oriental nrihd. It Jim shaken public 
confidence in imema%H) mommy and-has given rise to tbe belief 
that it is the unpretapdoesa of Turkey, the weakness of her 
navy that has provoked Jhe aUack. The spectacle Of a great 
European nation embarked upon a war of spoliation against an 
Eastern State, rapidly asshmtolxng the methods: of Western 
Government, and the rest of Europe Jookmg on with qutotimWncerti, 
is saddening and d i sa pp oi nd ng and is tniknilughlg to the 
boasted morality and dviliaation of the soth century. 
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ii ^ large a charter as the wind to blow on whom l please 1 
• — As You Like It . 


September nth 

Monopoly of good things is the ardent desire of humanity, and 
who can say that the sun-dried-and hill-inoistened-bureaucrat is in- 
human ? But what Society belle was ever gratified by the mere 
possession of the latest effort ct her milliner unless she could show 
the creation to her best friend of the female sex who did not posstss 
it and rouse in her the passion of envy ? Bureaucrats and belles 
sre not so Tar apart after all. Wbat could make '.lie possession of 
Elysium in Simla more valuable to the little tin gods of the Govern- 
niCTil Paftiheon than an invitation to the non-officials to come to 
the hills just for a dream-while and envy their lot ? Incidentally, 
the short spell of the i.:mla Session would also accentuate the 
miseries of the plains 

Stunner 5owion, seourd of "a god-, Uu. is L ith U.c hill bint trill, 

Hmulm of Uw plain are planar when jou'vc ws'hcd on Summer Hill. . 

So, on ft bright morning one taw a stream of hurrying uckshaws 
of the non-offiml Bounding along the Mali and struggling up the steep 
ascent of Olympus whence Jupiter send! down his thunderbolts 
to the plains stretching below his feet in submissive subjection But 
the numbei of thm representatives of tie people was exceedingly 


smalt 

Thry that hid fought so well, 

1 Ra&nd there ind thundered, 

Midfl the CbuneiH Hill i Hell, 

Bellowed and blundered. 

Came from the dusty pbuni, 

PSrohBt sad destitute of nuns, 

Came through the jaws of Dmtli, 

/| Climbed tbe bills quite out of breath 
t Tttfegh they'd never numbered 

St Stephen 1 ! o'er six bandied, 

Still their strength was ten times three ; 

But of these gallant men and free 
There came now but a paltry eight— 

For tiny trains a fitting freight— 

■« lighter heads a Light Brigade, 

But great tbe desperate charge 
The apes of Jakko wondered, 

Whale hotel-keepers p h mderA^ 
When aua its glory fide ) 

Tim HoraitMea’ Light Bdgsde, 

All that was left of them, f 

Of thi rty ■ n ot d* hundreds 
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The hi'l pony earned the bantam weight of the Sword of Afi 
sheathed in a tight fitting frock-coat, while six sturdy hill men, tired 
and panting, performed ihe Sisyphian task of dragging upwards that 
sport of the laws of Gravity, Hie sacrosant and weighty person of 
Burly Raja Hut head and shoulders above the rest rose the 
person or Longfellow, shaming the pines and dwarfing the 
deodars in its loftiness liven the heights of Jakko held their 
head down in uttei mortification at the sight of this Mount Everest 
(29,00a loot) among mole hills. 

In antici'iation of the thinned ranks of the opposition the 
trust) official henchmen did not enme from the Provinces, although 
they were ready on their own Provincial hills 10 swoop down on t^e 
non officials in the airy aeroplanes of Sandow Second at a moment's 
notice. For ordinan purposes of occasional skirmishing tlic Govern 
ment ol India contingent was necessary to overawe, and, if need be, 
to annihilate the thinned ranks of the non-officials. And then 
there was the Government of the Punjab on Chhota Olympus 
which had its representative on the spot to throw in bis lot with 
the dn majuns The genius loci of Ebussam was also deriving 
considerable pleasure, much guidance and possibly some wisdom 
from his slay on the Hills, so that the Measurer was also present 
All trooped forth into the cool penetralia of the Vi 
Lodge towed in by A.DC's into the Banqueting Hall which 
hail hitherto resounded only with die oratory of popping corks • 
from gold-wrapped bottles, of merry laughter and whispered 
nothings. Instead of the sardine tin of Calcutta, here was a grand 
and spacious hall where the Council would have been lost were it not 
for the saving grace of sheathed and plumed beauties, the Junos and 
the Vcnuses of Olympus who outnumbered tbe mere man. 
Greetings were exchanged, hands were shaken, heads nodded 
graciously, flitting smiles hovered round official lips, and in the 
midst of all this the double bass of Bootlair Saheb greeted the Burly 
Raja as “ Hullo, rapacious landlord of Calcutta I ” 

Not-Owcn Meredith of the Punjab, and Gordon Nol-of-Khartoum 
of the Public Waste Department were sworn in to vote con¬ 
scientiously (nr otherwise) with the Government Then Sandow II. 
laid on the table two statements showing how costly the 
f.pfr itnpnt of sedition bad proved and how desirable it was to 
give it up on account of its prohibitive cost Thereafter, Madge 
the Melancholy, the solitary swallow of Summer Hill struck a 
note of interrogation. 

When these preliminaries were over, Bootlair Saheb discoursed 
-ill y, if briefly, on the technique of holy matijmoJy. Seemed to 
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be in terrible burry end intimated to the Council that the would 
demand tbe passage of the Bin when the Council met a week later* 
Truly, a case of “ Chat fmi j*a*gm our pat mcrabiah* 

MicUgW of tbe Bif iBfcbri Department brought in the Forest 
Jjjt Wanted Local G a v ei j umairt t to cany out certain functions 
without baring to obtain the pnrious sanction of the Government 
of India and startled the wfadte Council by announcing that this was 
in general accord with the ascertained wishes of Local Governments ! 
What utter self-denial—on the pat of Local Governments. 

The Strong Man of Bombay rushed through the introduction 
of two little Bills before be came to the most pressing need of the day, 
•the Airships Bill Wanted to control 11 the manufacture, possession, 
sale, use and import and export of airships " as if airships were being 
manufactured at a break neck speed, possessed in abundance 
by the Man in tbe SLreet, sold in every market-place, used 
in numbers suggestive of a cloud or locusts, imported like 
whiskey bottles and exported like wheat and pensions. Gaily 
optimistic about Indian progress, drew a vivid picture of 
Councillors wending their way to Simla in aeroplanes instead of 
coming up in a corkscrew railway. Rather hard an a corkscrew, 
this. Should think the Strong Man when in need of stronger 
drinks would have willingly bartered an aeroplane for a corkscrew. 
Simla air often spoken of as vapourized Champagne and what 
could ^e a more appropriate preliminary than a corkscrew 
railway leading to it? Anyway, the picture or a few stalwarts 
like the Kuar SahcU and Raja Fertap Bahadur Singh lightly winging 
upwards from tbe plains and alighting Ariel-wise on the flagstaff 
tower of the Viceregal Lodge was certainly fascinating and full of 
possibilities* But for all practical purposes the Airships Bill a mere 
airy nothing. Castles in the air had often been built, but Sandow 
IL desirous of rivalling Spanish architects, had now built airships 
in tbe air. However, a humble suggestion may be offered. Either 
some airships should be imported into India, or Lhc new Bill 
exported to a country that needs it. 

The Moslem Dowager introduced the Calcutta Improve men* 
Act Validation Bill. High Court of Calcutta must be extremely 
gtatefol to the Executive that instead of deliberately taking action, 
knowing that the Provincial legislature had not jurisdiction to 
take such action, it was left to the Imperial Legislature to clothe the 
High Court with power to hear appeals of “ Pampered Vampires." 
Generous Executive 1 Digufied Judiciary II Punctilious Legislature »■’ 

September i8ik 

A duller day, but better attendance. As if Bombay's strength 
bad not been sufficiently indicated by Sandow 11, it sent auother 
Hod, Mr. Headstrong to represent it When he had hem duly 4 
•worn in, Bootiair Sahth nerved on the table another course nf 
his answer to the sugsneoated Pandit’s interrogatories. Then the 
Hon. Headstrong, without letting any grass grow under his nimble 
feet, rose tef Mk a question about the Gold Standard Reserve and 
while Sir Guy was busy wading through cash bidances and Council 
bills, Hop. Members snored peacefully or wished there was more 
gold about the people and less reserve about the Government. Many 
more dull questions and duller answers until Dig-erPotty enquired and 
learnt about the satisfactory progress of Sarah’s bridge. Nobody in 
the Council knew why Sarah wanted such a cumbersome thing as a 
bridge, and if she wps to have one why Rachel and Ruth should uot 
have evcnacausewBf ora culvert After one or two more railway ques¬ 
tions came tbe question of questions about a High Court at Dacca. 
Dig-rePaity’x chest heaved tremendously and a sigh of relief escaped 
from him as wind rushes out of the bellows when Sandow II. inform¬ 
ed him that the Government of India had received no proposal to 
establish a High Corot at Dacca. Hippy Dig-er-Patty I litigation, 
if nothing h oIre, provided an excellent excuse for absentee role over 
bis East Bengal tenantry and constant presence at Calcutta. 

The Hbn. Doss-Bencher’s innocent question about third darn 
carriages, which could have been answered by Stndow IL in two 
umllumiisatxrK sen te n ce s of half a dhsen words each, led die Rail¬ 
way Sleeper Into, the risky paths of authorship. Stood up and 
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recited the three quarto volumes of his reply in the tone and 
, manner of Potation M There ace very strong tatgosi for believing 
that third dus passengers tike wagons for travelling." A franjt 
admission this of the convenience and comforts of ’third class 
carriages! 

After the questions the Council passed four Bills and like 
all pious people congratulated itself for haring done an excellent 
day’s work. Then the Moslem Dowager introduced the Ready money - 
Cash-Down-Baronetcy Bill and paid a well-deserved compliment 
the Merchant Princes of Bombay. It was not a fitting sequel tc iht 
introduction of the Bombay Baronetcy Bill that the Strong Man of 
Bombay should introduce a Lunacy Bill immediately afterwards. 
It offered to tbe economical reporters the trresistable temptation of 
wiring in an all too brief compass about the introducti/m of w the 
Baronetcy and the Lunacy Bill,” as if the one was a necessary 
corollary of the other. When the Lunacy BiU was chaperoned into 
the Council by Sandow II., he looked knowingly at Sir Guy, win in 
his turn passed on that knowing look, with a still more omniscient 
gesture with the thumb, to the non-officials. This was tho last of 
the Bills to be drafted by Mac in his career of 34 years, an appropri¬ 
ate coup dt grace deservedly commended by Sandow II. Could 
picture Mac tenderly nursing the lost of his legislative babies, cbe pet 
child of his old age, a piece of perfect creation to the production of 
which submissive service under eight Viceroys of various tempera¬ 
tures and nine Law Members of sundry complexions must have 
contributed largely. And after years of secret toil and loving 
patience, what a pleasure was his to hear those wordg of eulogy 
from a connoisseur of lunacy and to feel that so long ju & lunatic 
breathed the air of this glorious Empire, the name of Mac would be 
remembered with gratitude and his memory kept green in all lunatic 
asylums 1 

The Administrative Orphan introduced a Bill further to be 
liermitted to tinker tho Post Office Act. Such was his avidity for 
“indecent literature” that he wanted a general permit to open 
newspapers, samples and book packets containing such “ literature. 1 ' 
Decent people, however, are thankful that letters of the most erotic 
character still left to them as an inviolable private luxury. Connerl 
curious to know why “decency” could never be associated with 
“ literature,” while it was enough for matter to be 11 indecent ” to 
become 11 literature ” Perhaps some questioning Councillor would 
elicit a reply from the literary critics of Govemmeut, Will not 
D»g-er-Patty tTy ? 


Petty Larceny. 

(Bv Our Special Kleptomaniac.) 

[Motto.—"W il is your birthright, therefore steal it where¬ 
soever you find it.” —RigmaruU Veda.] 

Irate Visitor I call this a downright fraud I You advertise 
on your hills 4 The Mos t Remarkable Dwarf in foe World 1 aqd he 
turns out to be 5 feet 5 inches high.” 

Bland Showman •. “ Exactly so, ur. That’s what's ao remarkable 
about him. He’s the tallest dwarf on record.” 


A tailor’s sign in a little town of Cheshire was an Apple— amply 
an apple. The people were amazed at it. They came in crowds 
to the tailor’s, asking whatever was the meaning of it. The tailor, 
with a complacent smile, replied :— 

11 If it hadn’t been for an apple, where would the clothing 
business be today ? ” 

C Leroy man (examining a Sunday-school class): " Now, can any 
of you tell me what are sins of omjasum? ” 

Small Scholar; "Please, riq they're sins you ought tu have 
committed and haven’t" 


Old Gentleman ; “ Well; my tittle, man, bow old are you ? ” 
Tommy Ruffian: “My age varies, sir.^ When 1'mrrehray- 
travelting I’m under twelve, but when I go rofotch tbe beer Pm 
over fourteen." ■, * v Y - 
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NOTICE. 

• When writing to the Manager pleas* 
quote you? Register Number\ but not 
C — 59&1 *htch ts the number of the 
paper in the Fbst Office, 

We would request our subscribers 
wketi they do not receive their paper 
to complain to the Postmaster-General 
of their Circle, and inform us also 
that a complaint has been Snade. 
The date of the tntsswg issue should 
be given in every case. A postal 
complaint dots not require a postage 
stamp , if the words "‘Ratal Com¬ 
plaint' 1 are written on the envelope 
No missing number will be supplied 
free of charge unless complaint is 
made within a week of the date of 
issue 

THE MANAGER 


Wanted 


Energetic agents in every 
town and district to secure 
subscribers, and advertisement 
canvassing agents for the 
Comrade. Liberal terms will 
be offered. Those who wish 
to apply should send full parti¬ 
culars about themselves. For 
terms write to —The JKCanager, 


Muhammadan Youths 

Desirous of (Attaining service in the 
East Indian Railway should apply to 
the undersigned. They must be in¬ 
telligent, not over si, and "must have a 
fair knowledge of English. Preference 
will be given to those whp have passed 
the Entrance. In their applications 
the candidates should state their quali¬ 
fications and age, and should furnish 
certificates of character and respect¬ 
ability. 

S. M. SHERIFF, 
Bar.-at-Law, 

Joint Secretary, 

Bengal Provincial Moslem League, 
58, Lower Circular Road, Calcutta. 


§ 

OH 

The Poetic Works of Moulana Mohamed Ismail 

Or tub Okpakiment of Public Instruction in the Unitkd Provinces 

Q * 

The Oriental Publishing Co., Orient House, Meerut, Have pleasure ir; 

• announcing that eight annas per copy sold will be allotted to the Moslem 
University Fund Irom 22nd July until 3Tst December 1911 The first edition 
will soon run out, it is hoped the lovers of these pi iceless gems of poetiy will 
take advantage of this offer. 

Cloth Binding - Ra. 2-6. 


Wanted Situation. 


As Secretary. Manager, Minis¬ 
ter, etc., by a Barrister (also 

LL. D.) Nineteen years' experience as 
Mnr.siff, Police Officer, Deputy Collec¬ 
tor and practising Barrister. Age 40. 
KxcePcnt testimonials. Address .— 
Syed, c/o Managei, 11 The Comrade “ 


TOD NEED A FOUNTAIN FEN. YOU NEED A SELF FILLING PEN. 

7 we New teuntam Pens have ban placed on mar let 

by a hading Cold Pen maker 
Following advantages arc claimed for trifm - 
Fiop-I ratable, always irally ti» write, Uel able and 
Durable Thu "Prudential" Pod i» f-tu 1 n ah a 
K?id Nib (14-rt) pointed with Indium, 

which makes 11 bard as a l)isni.>.id and prac- ASaNJ 
tically everlasting Every pen is guaranteed 
to give sauvlarlioii or elw money is Ak 

returned or pm waharged 111 Self- 

rated Ihc ■’PiudentiaT’ Pen, nod Sd 


to give saindarlioii or elw muney is The 

returned or pui waharged til Self-Filling 

ini ted 1 tic "Piudcntial 1 Pen, JMf Mid Self-Clean* 
Retail 10/6, k offered as an ^g&dw lag Safety Peu is 
ndvertiwmeni for 3 /■ or 4 the Pen of the lutare, he 

Pens for 9 /- *.ati*c it in so ample 10 fit il 

Yoli car pay more for a i*en 
but yi u cannot, get a better one 
jri Aj^Mjffffr Th.s pi11 u ixtailrd at 15 /-, hut as 

W 3 AmST nn advcrtiMf'nent 1* oflered lor 6/- or 4 

Pens for 18/-. The same Pen but larger 
jBgF and Gold Moaned for 8/- or 4 Pens for 
■ jWjF r 24/-. Every IV11 u. tnorouijhly tested Uforr 
sent out ind point? can be hod to iud all band* 
My Registered Letter Foot to all parts of the World 

DtaUn and igrnfs hould write for Spuuti 
Terms for Quantities. 

n NTHART A CO., LD„ 147. Holban Ban, bed*, L C. 


SOMETHING NEW IN COfJJUtS I LATEST INVENTION. 

TIm Evordenn “ LINON ” COLLAR 

in the ideal Collar— always smut, always white—cannot be distinguished 
from linen Others limp and fray, others need be washed. Evercleao 
•'Lmon, 1 ' when toilrd, con be wiped as new with a damp doth. No 
Rubber. Canpol be distinguished from ordinary Linen Collars. Othen 
wear oat, bat four Ererdean Colins will last a year 
GREAT SAVING OF LAUNDRY BILLS. GREAT CORFOtT IN WEAR. 

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER. 

2 Sample Ever clean “ Linon " Collars for 3/- 

6 Everdean 11 Lroon ” CoUars for ... . , 7/- 

Sample Set of Collar, Front, and Pair of Cuffs, with Gold 

Cfcied Links* for .8 ft 

AH shapes and Swa oan be had. Order at 0&0A 

MYNART ft CO, LD, l 1 ”:.—-?.. 


A Boon to 
Law Students. 

A Glossary of 

Latin Words and Phrases 

Used in Leage’s Roman Private Law 


Mr. Moazzam Ali, B.A. (Oxon.), Bar.-at-Law, 

Frofeuor of Roman and Engliih Law 
*t the Patna Low College, Bankipore. 

Price 10 Annas . 

To be had at — 

The Office of “The Comrade,” 

109, Ripon Street, ^Calcutta. 
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COMMHYOF 
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TVrOMAHR 
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Calcutta General 
Printing Company 

THE EDINBURGH PRESS 


PRINTING FOR 
ADVERTISERS 


MODERN 

TYPOGRAPHICAL 

DESIGN 


300, BOWBAZAR STREET 
-f CALCUTTA «► 


“THE NEAR EAST.” 


A weekly Journal of Oriental Poliliot. 
1 4tcrkture. Finance anJ Commerce, The 
reengnued osgan of Moslem Interests hi 
Engknd Special Ixttersfrom Constantinople, 
Latin, Teheran, Athens, Cyprus, Hnovels, etc. 

Rates of Subsrnptkm (including pottage to 
aiiT part of the world) three months tii. ( sia 
lutanhs i ii i one year aoi. 


Offices i Throgmorton Howao, 

Coptksll Avenue, London, E.C. 


f i_—| jOl_- 

Urdu Trsiulatkn of Prof. Vambdry's 

Weitan Cohsra in Eaaten Linda 

(Booh III) with Portraits of Prof. Vimbfay and 
H- H. The Agt Khaa to wham fee book Ip 
deflated bp-fAPAB OUA^p^ 

Price Ra 24). 

' 7b it M mi— 

Thi Dsty Bock Dipat, AfiftrL 


7th October. 


Moslem 

Commission * Agency. 

Connknoa, Tranifaf, * 

AdvwtUaf and Ind^a Afaacf. 

Mofussil customers Always need things 
purchasable in Presidency towns. By 
dealing with large retail firms they hare 
to pay high prices. We can pur¬ 
chase the same things at a much lesser 
rate and supply them to ouf h|ofhsiil 
clients. 

Wnit to- 

S. H. BED1L, 

Nanao an, Moslem Commission Agency, 
Roshan Buildings , Be/last's kn*d y 
BOMBAY. 
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VT CANVASSERS 

Apply for torn (o:—MANAGER, 

" The Comrade,’' * 

109, Ripen Street, CALCUTTA. 


Dmnr-i-Shabwiry| 

Diwu-i-Moalla of Hunt AH. 

TmniUtod br the hie Mwkiu Amlid All.' 
'‘Aikhari.” Pnee, Cloth IU. 1, Pipe, Am. a. 

To k W from STED MANZAt AU. 

Sub-Edtlor, 11 Tho Old Boy" Bonaroi 
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ALUKSEER AERATED POWDER. 


The powder nuke with ordinary 
wilier the purest, the most delirious, 
cooling, digestive, and effervescing 
drinks at absolutely the lowest cost 

Soda, Lemon, Rose, Ginger, Pfcteapple. 

i lb. tin of any variety makes 8u dnnln, Rj. 1.14 
I lb« is i, ,i 40 ,, ,, i-o 

i * •• ss „ so ,, 0-9 

ALUKSEER COMPANY, 

d/, Clive Street, Calcutta . 
87-12,_ 




Unn BalUmlb'B Arm Mi more or POIa Rb. k 
BATXIWALLAS TOM1C WIsLS cure Nervonn 
Evhennkn and CoosUntkio^ Wcnkneu, Re. |.|. 

H ATL1 WALLA’S TOOTH POWDBte k edanu. 
ficnllj mode of Native tad Rnglhli dnifi, iidTu 
MayipbfU and Carbonic Add & P. Ai «, 

DAI LI WALLA'S RINGWORM OINTMENT, 4» j 
SOLD EVERYWHERE And ALSO AY l)r. H. 1 
tUlllwelU, WorM l^wetory, Dedmr, Bnmka» t," 


“Vittel” 


i 


Grand Source *< 


is of high medicinal value in 
cases ol Gout, 1 Rheumatism, 
Kidney Troubles, etc. C&A be 
had at all leading chemists. 

Sol* Agents t« India ; 

Pragjee Soorjaa A Co, 
3, Muttfch ■Street, 

CALCUTTA. 
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r°iiet Fancy Damask Table Covers. 


Neat and Dainty Teapoy Covers, 


: f'ym- V 


%A.- 






i'ringed all round In . choice ‘alcclinii of D.unly iLsign' imi Tisfy 
Colourings. A perfect washing lim Hard wearing anil lusin.^ 

In ii'hitc only ... 35* * 13* • K. ZOO 

White with Turkey red bon ers ... J r * * 35* .,200 

In Brown ... . 35* * 15^ - .. 2 0 0 

„ Indigo Blue . . JJ* « JS* - „ I # 0 

„ Kliakei if * Jo , Z 0 0 

„ Tuikej Red . IS* n 35* „ 2 0 0 

Chocolate ■ 15 * 35* .,200 

„ Turkey Lilac - 15* * IS .ZOO 

MCade from the ffleat e t?a)ist procurable. 

Superior Damask Table Cloths. 


Unrivalled 
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wiib fringed i ilpts nil nniml mil »;u ir.i.'lu'd tn wi j ir well • 

S’5'? In Wink Uid Ind.j, 1 Hliif . ... Rs. 6 8 

S* 3* i* S' 1*., 5 8 

s'-3* ,, s' 3* ** - Ituii „ 5 8 

S's* .. S\/ , . „ Viola „«S 8 

5 '* 3 * S' 3' ^ ■ *i ’liirkiv Kill ,,5 8 

'/-3* , 6’ j* „ „ li»liK«i ,,6 8 

6 # -i" b' j' , Hrnwn ,,0 8 

6'j*„G'f .r,mn .,6 0 

6’ J* r, 6' 1* . Viulti „ 6 I 

6 ' 3 * , 6 ' 3 * „ i liiK'nlnii ,, 0 0 

1 / f , o’ Did* Kith rn I ul rtil (htfnnns.il) .,0 8 

A Distinctive Line. 

Super Art Tapestry Table Covers. 

M uli. In mi In a' 

MlTLl ri'it il 
I 'nil L»ll 11 Sill 


Si/< 

u'i 1* i i 1 
Si)i w 
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Durability. 


Materials 
and Expert 


The Basel Mission Manufactures are famoui for their High- 
grade Finish - Excellent Workmanship Beit Quality of Materials 
used and their unrivalled Strength and Durability 


Effective, 


employed in the 
manufacture 
of tbeae goods. 


In pure jfrhitt. Bleached, Drcswi and ready lor use. 11 mimed 

border*. Thoroughly reliable ir every respect 

J feet by 6 feet 5 4 0 each 

»• » 7 »» „ 6 B 0 „ 

ti ii * ii »■ ..,,7 8 0 

m m 9 i* <•• i, 8 8 0 ,, 

i» ii W ,• »■■ ... ... ,,118 0 ,, 

•i In u>y othajength -a. .,,100 per Tool. 

' D>modi Table NipUu to Match, 22 inches Square. 

Hmunrd and rood? tar ora. 

Rfr 6-0 per doz. 


M uk frnm P<hI 
Mi*r<:triL-*d 
ImiUiiun Silk 
i .*rn*. 

SlJMr 

u# l'cet 
Square 
Price. 
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Stand upright, speak thy thought, declare 
The truth thou hast, that all may share. 

Be bold, proclaim it everywhere 
They only live who dare 1 

—Morris 


f‘ Sl “ ,c c ® pr Calcutta: Saturday, October 14, 1911. 



Annual Subscription 
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^ fiftc Manage* wt'i h* *\ut,h obliged ij thu±e of r <ur readers who 
Hme been receiving roptes f i this Paper as specimens will kindly 
whether they wish to become s^bsrrtbers nr not 7 Ai\ is 

1 Jitthtm ask ihatwt feel suu thy toil! comply with Iht Managers 
west. 

We an r happy 4, ?ay that we are nvw in a position to supply 
he Comrade n h Muhammadan siud nts *vhn apply In us during 
ptoirth of October at the ndw;:d rate u) Aft. ^ rvuy thre 
P*& tn advance and to non-Mc\lem students at the still 
raU dfRs, 3 every six months 


The Week. 

3 ^ijr HtftntRT Samuel, speaking at Belfast, declared that the 
Govfjtarneot Would not flinch from their resolution to pas^ Home 
Rule Thet Minister added that the rights or the Ulster Protestant 
would be amply safeguarded. Mr. Balfour speaking at Paddington 
mid the Unionists woqjd maintain the. opposition to Home Rule as 
iu tm. They would see that the United Kingdom was a United 
Mill.- It w*s for the Unionists to rebuild the new 
Second Chj^ber, which must be a strengthened chamber with 
a Tttmfent&tive elements Mr. Balfour declared that Canada’s 
must benefit#! result* for the Empire and showed 
issible it was to mafatain the present fiscal system. He 


said the colonies were nol believers in Free Trade and that we 
must meet them hy establishing a system of commercial defence 
which was :is necessary as any other defence. The Unionist papers 
welcome Mr. Balfour's enunciation of policy, particularly the 
prominence ijivcn to Tariff Reform They describe his constructive 
policy, embracing also a refunded Second Chatnbcr, multiplication of 
■mull landowner ships and reform of the Poor law, as an ambitious 
programme on which the Unionists may unitedly fight to a successful 
issue The more militant element, however, represented by thp 
Morning D>sl and the Daily Exprc\s, demands insistently that 
there shall be w, moio vacillation and weakness. The Daily 
Express is ircenwd at Mr. Balfour’s declaration that the differ 
cnees of Unit nisls river the Parliament Bill are a thing of the past, 
and j\en declares that the leader of the Unionist [>arty is of less 
.kcouiiI than ill* soul and -piTof tin party. Mr. RedmOnti speaking 
at Swindon said that nobody has asked for a repeal of th<* Union but 
merely for a subordinate Parliament similar to the twenty-eight 
subordinate Parliaments .11 ready existing in the Empire, which had 
tvi rywhere created lojaliy lontcntmenL ,md prosperity. Dealing 
with Liu* religious question, lie said that if French Catholics could * 
be Irtish d to fight Great Britain's battles, the Irish Catholics could 
he trusted to light The cry of intoiucim c about Liu: Catholics 
of Ireland was urji.st, dishonest and unintelligent The Irish 
Nationalist envies have collected a sum of j£ 5,000 in Queensland. 
They were nu 1 011 thcii ^rmal here by an enthusiastic crowd and 
were welcomed bv Mr. Fisher, Premier of the Commonwealth, 
ar.d M* Mjiu), Premier or Victoria. • 

Phe Home Rule campaign is in full swing Demonstrations 
aga'ini Honv* Rule were held in Dublin and Glasgow addressed, 
resp-s tiu-ly, by Sir Edward Carson and Mr. F. E Smith. A 
demonstration in favour was held at Whitechapel addressed b> 

Mr Redmond. S11 E Carson said that the Home Rule ot i88fi 
was a policy of despair. To-day it was a pohey of madness 
Ulster would not accept it under any conditions, and there would 
be a rude awakening for those who ridiculed her action. Mr 
Redmond at Whitechapel said that the Unionists were hopelessl) 
divided on all else and they thought to reform their disheartened 
ranks by concentrating on a policy of calumny and hostility to 
Ireland. He and his colleagues would travel the length and breadth 
of Great Britain to answer their defainers. It was now a fight 
between the democracies of Great Britain, Ireland and the 
Dominions against the forces of privilege and reaction. 

Morocco. , ■ 

The resumption of the Moroccan conversations is still delayed, 
presumably as the negotiators are occupied wnh die Tripoli question 
The Westfaehsche Zeitung thinks the moment ‘propitious to break 
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the negotiations and end the .Morocco question by seizing 
the Sus country, as 11 the bulk of the British Fleet must be sent to 
the Mediterranean in vie^of the Italo-Turkish war." Reuter wires 
from Pans . At a Cabinet Council, M. De Selves announced that 
the Franco-German negotiations were proceeding favourahly It is 
officially stated in Berlin that the first part of the negotiations 
concerning tlie status of Morocco have been roneluded and the 
agreeq^nt is ready for initialling. 'The formal signature will be 
delcrrr cl until the second part, dialing with compensation in (he 
Congo, is concluded 

Reuter wires from Madrid — e ncusp;q>ers con Inn confused 
fccoimti of heavy fighting in the Mdilla hinterland and of si nous 
Spanish losses. It is further sLahd that the Minister of War is 
personally directing the operations. The fighting in the Melilla 
InnLerland vas the result of a frci.li advance into Ujc interior 
It is officially stan d lli.it the enemy were routed after a ten 
hours’ battle and that the Spanish losses were considerable 
The Spanish movement m Morocco aims at securing certain 
strategical jKViilions before the winter fins Spaniards daun that 
the operation has been successful 

Persia. 

Rkuuk wires from Teheran'—On reaching Hamadan after 
his last defeat, Salar Jul-Ikiwlrh dispersed his remaining troops and 
left for Europe via Bagdad. Ik declared that he is returning in the 
spring. He attributed Ins defeat to the use of shrapm 1, which his 
followers regarded as miraculous The Guvuiumnl troops entered 
Ilauiadmi on llie 4th instant within lwel\e hours ol Salar Ed- 
Dowlch’s departure, eaplumig llnrtmi gum 

Reuter wires Irani 'IMieran ■—The Mrjhs^ has sanctioned the 
appointment of Mr Gmige New ol the Indo European L’elegrapii 
Dqwirtrnent as Adniinislrator of I Visum 'telegraphs 

The Tunt\ 01, llie ;th msiani rifun ig to the despatch ol troops 
lo South Persia, understands that the latest *qto ts Iro.n Shim/ 
indicate *omt improvemenl in lh_ situation II is, thru fore pussble, 
the journal says, that the British fJovr 1 uun-iii will Ik irluvtd ol Uk 
nuessilv for the cunirmpbikcl muisures for oh i prole* turn of tin 
lives and property ol Kumimms 

Kciilir wnt*!» Irom Telman. 'Ihe Mejhss hmug confiscated 
the property of Shun m Sultaneh, brother of the ex-Shah, Mr. 
Shusltr, American Financial Adviser, v n live Gcndiimus to lake 
pus.sL'bMon of Lho piopcrty Two Russian ( nnsulnte olfii ers w r 'th 
twelve ( ossailis met die ciepdamiLS Innusei ..n j ihre.ilcned to 
fire on them The GenUai 11.c*. wilhdi -w and reported .u Mr. 
Shuster, who then s»eiJt one hundred l lemiarnn s, commanded by in 
Amcrium Wriu-i. The Lovtaiks theicupon retired 1 he Russian 
Consul General has lodged a pmiesi a^aimt m eunhiieation, 
declaring that the 1 properly is mmtgagcd with llie Russian Hank 

A l'ersia Society has been formed to promote sympathy between 
the Persian and lJnl'sh nal.oi'S laid kiniu.glon will he the 
President Laid Lur/on wili speak at the iiuu'gu id dinner in 
the isth November. . 

India Under Lord Cumin. 

Mk. Lon w I-knmhs book “India uiidu Lend Cur >n and 
A fin 11 was published on Ihe )rd instant Vhc Tt»u\ a:iT)u*rtfl 
a «pcnul review by ^lrd Milnn. In tie preface to the bjok 
Mr IxjyjU Finser states, lint Lord Cwzor is 'n no sense expansible 
lot the hook. He JiJ not s.»i»mvsl nor mpmi :t nor bus he seen 
aline ol it. The ajlnor had no across 10 private ducunirrts or 
correspondence Thu book covers the whole range of modem 
Indian politics and their dese'e pnierd Loin F.ord Elgin to Lord 
Harding*: of IVnshurst It cun .uns rm.rh hiLherto unpublished 
matter, including ft reui*iknhlr account of the Kabul Mission and 
an explanation why the syhetex of influ^nc in Persia were defined 
on the present basis and a narrative from Russian official sources of 
the reasons which led to the unexpected decision to send large 
reinforcements into the T*ans Caspia during the Russo-Japanese 
War. The book though evidently intended to defend Lord 
Curzuu’s Vicerbyal^y is frankly critical throughout and frequently 


disagrees with Lord Curzon’s policy and decision^ Sir Francis 
YounghusLand’s Lhassa Treaty is rather severely analysed. Lcrd 
Kitchener’s reforms and the controversy regardirffc the Military 
Department are exhaustively discussed. The author says that later* 
knowledge show’s that the sincerity of the Home Government’s 
decision cannot be impugned though it is to be deplored. A 
notable chapter declares that England is bemused with drugs and 
sham Imperialism and vigorously protests against the w Jespread 
belief at home that India .s held by bayonets rathe* than by the 
merits of British rule The Ttmc\ on the 31 d, instant published 
a long review uf Mr. Lovat Fraser’s book by Lord Milnei, who 
describes the book as much more than an account of Lord Cuwi's 
Viceroyalty, because the auLhor ranges widely .md oolrllv over ihe 
who*e field of Indian politics What interests I^t,rd Milner most 
is Mr tra^'r s picture of the personality and achievenu nts ut the gieat 
adminisuator He strongly emphasises the fact that ihe book is no 
indiscriminate eulogy, winch greatly increases its value. Lord Milner 
proceeds to state, at great length, his own views of Lord Curzon 
based on \Tr. Frastr , book He acknowledges how much he owed 
in South Africa to Lord Cur/on’s energy and foresight and declares 
that but for his prompt despatch of reinforce meats the Boer flag 
would have been flying over Pietermaritzburg and Durban in 
October 1894 Wbilt generously praising Lord Cor/on’s work in 
India, Lord Milner says that now Mr hrascr has made him realise 
the full extent ol his admins He doubts whether lie did not 
attempt too much Gran Led that all his undertakings were necessary 
and urgent, Lord Milner thinks that they were somiPmes pressed 
forward with 100 licry a /eal Lord Milner continues p Jl Lurd 
Ci.r/on cannot escape the defects of his qualities 'Ihe tendency to 
over work and over* laborate is ihe besetting sm of Ins ardent tempera j 
menl, combined wuh inur.ensc intelkcoial resources f’he sa.nr^^ 
defect is visible in his fj Xiessive copiousness and over-empluMS in 
speech und writing." laird Milner quotes the famous confidential 
pi mule 011 the r.irlitiun of Pcngal as an example Ilv.se minor 
delects, however, he says, an snub by the sale of lhr imposing 
monument of Luid Cm/on\ completed work, which w L sumd long 
nftcr the fiKtinn and hubbub, Lhat ac com pained il& rrteuoi., are 
forgotlen. If the splendour of the first Inc years’ of lit® Vj L eroy- 
alty is sonewhat dimmed by the hitler control ernes marking ’ts 
close, those mnirmiwes arc now dead Hhcn ample* deduc¬ 
tions is in.uk’ iur what may have been lll-judgfd or un.'y of 
Uniporary importunes, enough remains to Lord Cur/orA credit .u 
pi ice him m the first rank of men who nude and ma.ntamed 
the Empire. 

Indian Archaeology 

In \ long Idler to the Tutus Lord < ur/on protasis against 
the piopi'sal ut the (/overnment of Iruha tj Lord ( rewe lo abolish 
;!ie po’-t of D.rrcior-General of A^h.rologv whu h was revived 
,n iqnz, and prideally to disperse (he department created Lo 
supervise th^ custody of the beautiful Indian monuments of wh ch it 
L luw the guardian. Lord I'm/on instance;- many aer-of vandahsm 
under the old provincial syium lo which u 1* now proposed ro rcvjrt 
in pursu e of the fetish of decentralisation or economy. Lord 
Lur/on L.iimot belle\c ,, that the lamentable mistake which is con¬ 
templated will be persisted m and he appeals to Lord Crtwe and 
Lord Ilardmge Uird M into, in a latci to the hmts, fully supports 
1 ord Cur/on's protest against the proposed abohtion of the post of 
Director-General of Airhieology. It is impossible, Lord Mimo 
say5, to overestimate the magnificent work which Lord Cur*un did 
for Indoi in the constant care of its pro.]ess Archaeological Treasures, 
While in thr appointment of Mr. J. H. Marshall, he discovered 
a Director-General whose tactful and cxftjbrt services were beyond 
praise, a reversion 10 the provincial system would remit either m 
the neglect of India’s ancient monuments or ill-considered and 
ruinous attempts at so-called restoration The Government of 
India could nut divest itself of responsibility for matters of 
Imperial interest, among which India's Archaeological possessions 
held an exceptional position. The fodta Society has wntten tc 
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% nhe Earl of Crewe earnestly urging upon His Lordship the import¬ 
ance of maintaining the Indian Archaeological Department upon 
its present linos 

■ Sir Edward Baker. 

Sir Edward Norman Baker is resigning the Lieutenant Gover 
norship of Bengal owing to the contiuued illness of his son He 
has intimated his intention of not returning to India on the expira¬ 
tion of his leave Bo far as can be ascertained, his successor will 
not be appointed for some little time, and meanwlu'c the Hon'ble 
Mr- Duke will continue in office. Speculation is rife as tu his 
successor and many names are mentioned Mr Duke is. consi¬ 
dered to have a fair chance of this appointment The Hon'ble 
Mr. Jenkins, the Hon’ble Mr. Craddock of the Central Provinces 
and the Hon'ble Mr Butler, the Education Member, are ticely 
mentioned as likely men. Mr. Douie, the late Officiating Lieutenant- 
Governor m the Punjab, has also been mentioned 

Lord Crcwe'i Visit. 

Now that it is officially announced llul the Marquis of Crewe, 
Secretary of State for India, has been selected to be the Minister 
in attendance on the King-Einpeior during H*x Majesty's tour in 
India, the Government will avail lhemsclw> of the opportunity 
of informally conferring with his Lordship at Delhi on the most 
important questions which are now pending The points for 
discu^ion are now being prepared and formal consultations are 
being taken iu hand 

Afghanistan. 

A Frontier correspondent slates that the Amir held a durbar at 
KabuPlast month at which all his principal officials and "raises" 
from the neighbouring districts were present. In the course of 

“*** speech he announced his intention ol making new roads 
throughout the country and of extending ttv* system ol irrigation 
He intimated >hat he would visa Ghazni in the autumn and then 
proceed as usual to jellalabad for the winter 

Plague in Mecca. 

A >ew day* ago telegrams were received in Bombay from the 
British Consul at Jeddah informing of the prevalence of plague at 
Mccta, Medina and Jeddah. in consequence of this Moulvi 
Abdulla Ahmad, Protector of Pilgrims in Bombay, w ill the approval 
of the Commissioner of Police telegraphed the news to the principal 
cities m India warning intending pilgrims against the nsk they run in 
going to Arabia this year. This, however, set ms tn have Imd liltle 
effect as the numbe- oi pilgrims coming lo Bombay m route to 
Arabia continues to increase and the flady numbci coining 'o 
Bombay now averages fiom Coo to 700 On account of this influx, 
the “ Miis*afrrkhanas " or pilgrim camps at Ennis Road and both* 
the Imambaraa are now quue full Chireen steamers have already 
left Bombay with i2,uoo pilgrims, abtml 3,000 are in Bombay 
awaiting an opportunity to get a passage and are 13,000 more 
expected to arrive^before the season is ovc:. Iti. aprehended thal 
the late arrivals will be left behind as they wruld not be ahte to 
secure passages on account of the fact that only seven more vessels 
will leave Bomhav during the season. The pilgrim* an not so 
show any disitu lination to get themselves vaccinated or v> vaccinated. 

Sir H Risley. 

In 1* understood that with (he death of Su Heroerl Risley, 
who was Honorary Director of Ethnology for India, the Department 
of Ethnography ceases. The periodical census repoitb will, however, 
give some details on castes and tribes, but that scientific 
investigation including anthropometric measurements and special 
ethnic details of the people of Indio, which had been brought to 
oo much perfection under the late Sir Herbert, will be a thing of 
the past. 

Hindu University. 

ThE Hindu UmversiLy Deputation visitrd different cities m 
die Punjab. Subscriptions amounting to Rs. 70,000 were promised 
«t Amritsar, Rs. 16,000 at Rawalpindi and about one lakh at Lahore. 
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Items of News. 

The Madras Mail says:—Sir Thomas Gibson Carmichael 
and family leave London for Madras on the 2nd proximo and the 
Govcmoi will land here on the 30th October It is interesting to 
note that many of ^ir Thomas' relations on his mother’s side were 
connected with Madras and thal Lord Napier, former Governor, 
was his father’s first cousin. 

The members of the Viceroy's Executive Council and the 
heads ol the various departments have been actively busy for some 
time in drawing up schemes for the curtailment of expenditure and 
a great deal has already been accomplished It is expected that 
an expert committee will meet to deal with the army budget for 
next year anl carry out in ret aha retrenchments and effect economies 
whenever passible 

The Government of India have now received the new Indian 
High Courts Act ol ujir, which lately received the Royal Assent 
The Act applies 10 all High Courts and enables the Governor- 
General in Council to appoint temporary judges and confers upon 
them the power to create High Courts in any Province in India. 
The Government will now lake up the question of strengthen mg 
the Calcutta High Court, and probably new judges will be appointed 
before-lhc re-opening or the High Court after the long vacation 
Colonel C H Bedford, M.D., I.M S, lately Chemical 
Examiner and Bacteriologist, Burma, has decided to bequeath 
from the date of the death of himself or his wife, whoever may be the 
survivor, a sum ol several thousand pounds, sufficient to afford ample 
endowment for two or more scholarships and to provide necessary 
working funds in connection therewith for the prosecution of 
scientific and technical research in connection with the delevop- 
ment of Indian industries 

On the arrival of the mail steamer on the 6th instant id Bombay, 
Bepm Chandra Pal, who was a passenger on board, was arrested by 
the head of the C.iminal Investigation Department on a charge 
or publishing seditious literature, viz , 11 The Etiology or the Bomb 
in Bengal ” The accused was later placed before the Chief Presi¬ 
dency Magistrate and the charge proceeded with. Mr. Ferrers 
Nicholson, who prosecuted, said that the charge against prisoner 
was in connection with an article entitled (l The Etiology of the 
Bomb” which appeared in a magazine called Swaraj of June 1909 
Pal had hern living in Loudon, where he edited this magazine, 
copies or which he had sont to a person named Ganesh Balwant 
Moilak to be distributed in Bombay. There would be no doubt 
thal the accused was responsible fur ‘he sending of the magazine to 
Rombay, and no doubt that he mitigated and aided and abetted 
the distribution there After evidence had been taken the accused 
put in a written statement admitting his offence He said that in 
writing the artirlc he had no intention of bringing the Government 
into hatred and contempt nor to set class against class, and he was 
not conscious of hav.ng done so. He admitted that the authorita¬ 
tive views which had been taken of the articles by that court and 
afterward? by the High Court were absolutely unexceptionable. He 
pleaded guilty and expressed his sincere regret. His Worship 
l/amcd charges under sections 124(12) and 109. Mr. Nicholson 
pointed out that the offence took place two years ago, which was 
a long time ago, and also that the accused had pleaded guilty. In 
these circumstances he was directed to say that the Government 
would not press for a heavy sentence. His worship in delivering 
judgment said he had taken into consideration what had been said 
and also the fact that the accused had pleaded guilty and had 
thrown himself on the mercy of the court. He would point out, 
however, that the accused had instigated Modak to commit an 
offence within the jurisdiction of that court while he himself was 
in London, and consequently could not be brought before the court 
Taking all the cirrumstances into consideration he would sentence 
the accused to one month's simple imprisonment, Accused then 
applied that be might be treated as a first class misdemeanant. His 
worship said that he would give a decision in the matter after 
consulting the jail regulations 
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PtUMWi-NJ rumour had already prepared us lur the official 
announcement that Sir Edward Baker has 
Sir Edward Baker, resigned his charge of the Lieutenant-Governor¬ 
ship of Bengal The main reason that is said 
to have influenced Sir Edward in deciding to retire is the condition 
or his son’s health. We sym|iathise with him in his domestic anxiety, 
and we kope he will enjoy a long measure of peace and comfort in 
his retirement. Information has been received in some quarters that 
Sir Edward has accepted a seat on the India Council vacated by the 
death of Sir H. Risely. The consideration of the choice of 
Sir Edward’s successor has been shelved till after the Durbar 
Among the candidates that me supiiosed to be m the running 
for the Bengal satrapy, the Hon Mr Carlyle and the Hon. Mr 
Craddock, the Chief Commissioner of tin* Central Provinces, 
arc thought most likely to gel the coveted billet Speculation, 
however, as to the relative chances of the candidates is Altogether 
futile We may only remark that H E the Viceroy, when mpkmg tne 
selection, will, wc trust, bear in mind the needs and requirements rf 
the diverse communities ccini|KJsing the population of Bengal A 
Motion of 'he Press that is in the habit of posing a* lh<-* u preventa¬ 
tive of the wishes and senlimuits of .he pcopV invariably re¬ 
present* a clique, small in number but very U«uil and persistent. 
This body of vested interestwinch is usually poktnnl as “the 
[Hioplf|” wants to usurp all pnwti and run ihc admimstr.ition 
on lints of its own (hooting Kveiy mw Ijeuleiunl Governoi 
is welcomed lo his office with expression-* of fulsome praise and 
adulation. Aftti a year or iwu some difference or opinion comes 
lo light, and anon the idol of yesterday tails hum Ins pedestal and no 
c xplrlivr is considered strong enough to de^enbe his fall l ,1e 
same happened with Sir EdwArd Baker. Me entiled or hi* res|H)nsiblL* 
duties aniidst the gralulanons of 11 the people’s ' Prc*s hut his pros* 
t cutions and the stout stand against Marwan high-handedness cn tlie 
occasion of the Baki Id riots left him alone, amidol the consolations o\ 
conscience and the imprecations cif his previous J&inirerj.. This 
is bound to happen ag.un. We, thuehm*, eamt "*tly hope that in 
the Interests of the reai people of the Frounce, the new appouUmun 
will be made with reference to administrative efficiency alone and 
irrespective ol the whims and idi^yncrasics ol “ ihe people’s '' PreihS. 

< NuioruusM a r rer which we in the East hankei so eagerly has 
proved i\self to t* a subtle alchemy which 
Toleration. has transmuted ail the bastr passions of the 

individual into the virtues of the nation 
Envy, greed, boasting, and even murder mre held up for our appro¬ 
bation under the name of vigilance, expansion, patriotism And 
war. What wonder, then, if even the Western man of the worst 
type thinks or himself as 11 Llic heir of all the ages in the foTemost 
files of time ” and counts 11 the gray barbarian lower than the 
Christian child.” And yet Europe boasts of her great toleration 


. / 

as if toleration was a term that could be applied calf to religion-* * 
No religious bigotry in the world’s long history has been so intense 
as the racial intolerance of Europe, which is only an, exaltation of 
the pernicious system of caste without the saving grace of :he law , 
of Karma. The spirit of intolerance is the same whether it 
shows itself in the persecution of those whose spiritual ideas t.ti 
modes of worship are different or in the exclusion and denunciation 
of those whose social habits and institutions are not the same ns 
ours But even in the matter of religious toleration, Europe tamutf 
always legitimately apply the soothing unction to her soul. Is 
the present temper of Europe in this matter due to the iieflufitoe 
of the Gospel and the imitation of Chnst or has it been develop 
under the shess of political events, from fear, from r.'scessity 
and ofitn fioin religious indifference? The pogroms of Ru*,aa 
and less heinous exhibitions of the anti-Semitic reeling in the rest 
of Europe still show that Europe is noL very far removed f^oni the 
days of the Inquisition and the Massacre of St. Bartholomew's 
Day, and from the time when Mary Tudor—no better and no worse 
than other sovereigns of that period—acquired the epithet of 
11 Bloody ” by the undisguised persecution of the Protestants burnt 
at Smithfleld, when James I. burnt Anans, and the cry of vengeance 
was wrung from the heart of Milton for the 

“ Slaughtered saints, whose bones 
" Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold." 

Docs u tut remind us of the repeated persecution of the 
Jewries in every European country in the Middle Ages, when 
even in England the Jews were the chattels of the King, and 
of the action of the Crusaders who whetleJ their weaffcws on 
the Jews before setting out for the Holy I And to rescue rhu 
Holy Scpulrhre from the Moslems, when we read that even in ^ 
the year of grace, lrjit, the Labour riots of South Wales 
resulted in a wholly unprovoked attack on the Jews? The 
Jewish Chronicle is r ully justified in writing of these riots that 
■' we have seen our co-rcligionists, while engaged in peaceful pui 
suits, exposed to assaults which remind us of nothing so much as the 
work of a drunken Russian mob ... It is a chapter that intn> 
duett us for the First time to all the horrors of Continental anti 
Semilism After the events of this week nobody can again say that, 
as far as the .anti-Jewisli malady is concerned, Great Britain shows 
a clean bil! u! health .... The Jewish packman of Soutff Wales 
is the product of thr Russian terror Christendom in more than 
one land has closed the avenues to many sources ot livelihood against 
the Jew ii 1 ms driven him to 1 deal ’ and lo 1 peddle 1 and to ply his 
avocation among strange peoples who do not understand him and 
cannot sympathize with him And so the oppression which makes 
pogronv in Russia scatters its bloody sc-eff in other lands. Yesterday 
u was SiedliCi. Today it is Tredegar, Rhymncy, Brynmawr, 
Ebbw Vale, and Cwm. To-morrow it may be—wlv) knows ? The 
oppression by Russia is thus a world wide Jewish oppression. It 
threatens me peace ol every Jewry unto the ends of the earth ” 

In fact the toleration of Islam and of Christianity can lie 
judged best by comparing the treatment of the Jews in 11 fanatical H 
Tuikey and 11 tolerant *’ Christendom. If the Jew is a Shylock, on 
whose head must ihe sin of his being a Shylock foil ? Heine wrote: 
“When I saw this play (The Merchant of Venice) at Drury Lane, 
there stood behind me hi the box a pale, fair Briton, who at the 
end of tlv a Fourth Act, Tell a-weeping passionately, several timea 
exclaiming, 4 The poor man i9 wronged.’ When 1 think of those tears 
] have to rank T/w Merchant of Venice with the Tragedies .... 
Wandering dream-hunter that 1 am, l looked round everywhere on 
the Rialto to see if 1 could not find Shylock . , . But I fouud 
him nowhere on Lhe Rialto and I determined to seek my old 
acquaintance in the Synagogue. The Jews were then celebrating 
their day of Atonement. Although I looked round Synagogue, 

1 nowhere discovered the face of Shylock. I saw him not. But 
towards evening, when, according to Jewish belief; the Gates of 
Heaven are shut, and no prayer can then obtain admittance, I 
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^ear a voice, # with a ripple of tears that were never wept by eyes 
It was a sob that could come only from a breast thuL held in it all the 
martyrdom wffich, for eighteen centuries, had been borne by a whole 
• tortured people It was the death-rattle of a soul smiting down 
dead-tired at heaven’s gates. And I seemed to know the voice 
and I felt that I had heard it long ago, when, m utter despan, il 
moaned out, then as now, 1 Jesiica, my child 1 '" 

V 

- - - . - i 

Thk pusillanimity of the British Foreign Office lias not only 
weakened its hold on the confidence of the 
The Altermath of Persians, but has math them positively 

the Stokes Affair. suspicious of the help which England could 

undoubtedly render in the reorganisation or 
Persian administration by a liberal and more courageous policy It 
would seem as ’f Sir Edward Grey is mortally afraid ol nficnding 
Russian susceptibilities and would not do anything on bis own initiative 
which could, even remotely, suggest to Russia th.il be was strengthening 
ihe hands or the Government in the uiuun m task nl reconstruct 
mg an independent Persia The appointment of Majoi stokes, 
whj had won th* confidence of the people by hi* sympathetic 
attitiuli toward, the new AV«////r, was at vetoed by the 

Russian Press and Govcrnmeni, aud Si Edwaid Grev, by executing 
a series of \im riifymg shift*, Kuidi d the matter in in mijwii.se which 
diplomacy is ( eeking 10 clear b\ the help of “ negotiations ” 'Phis 
experience could not fiul to teach the Pei sum Go.eminent that the 
expressions of goodwill even on the psit of an English Minister were 
wholly yicoreticul and uiifruelJfMi'., that honest desire for improve 
nient ?b Persian affairs was no mine than a rebellious and criminal 
sentiment when looked at through Russian spectacles that it was not 
in the interests ol Russii to countenance the employment of foieign 
experts in carrying out administrative reforms in llm country 
That was why the Uejliss hesitated nn ilie iyth September to 
sanction the appointment of Mr New as Director oi the 
Persian TelcgrAphs A Reuters message of the loth instant informs 
us thru the appointment has been sanctioned Hut, as ihe Tc-bcnm 
correspondent nf the Times wired on ihe 20U1 iv-ntember it was 
not sanctioned on the iyth September, '’.ben the contract for the 
Appointment came before the Mciliss " 'lhe I(oust mainM'ned 
a stony silence, wme m^mb^is c’ch iorirng tluir backs uu the 
bjieakcr. Finally,the motion unanimously rejected, ihoupn no 
speech was m id n against itl.i orJer to make clear the reasons 
tbit; n?i.:ed the House 10 renrt the motion, we will nuotc Lhe 
correspondent o' the Times Mombt's proi.ss to recognise Mr 
New'* adimr&o’e qualifications lui the post and regiel his posiu-n, 
bui assert that England's action 111 tin Moke? aifuir makes it ur r 
possible to o*far a contract Lo an Englishman in any Persian serv.ee " 
That i how through th l inordinate h lerenn* paid h> the l >r.!:sh 
Foreign Ofiice to Ru-oian wishes, England is fo.kitiiie 1 ho trust 
dint .he Peisianshad niLherto repo-ed in tin nbdg» 1 And gondwi" 
Sue is not only losing 1 hereby an uppmtunoty tu guide the fortunes 
of the new fttfkmc to the laVmp .idvanU n e i* boLli Persia ami 
herself, but sqn&ndeimg away her greatest a«-srt that has so Ur 
maintained her ascendancy m Eastern Affa'rs, namely, hoj repuatiun 
fo* ju'tue and sympathy wi'h all cuuUb fui progit«s ai d firrdom 

• 

It w*‘ u shrewd mw of a nainckv. wil who declared that a hi iltliy 
person hved ami erquvid lift wulioit ever 
Imperialist susp**cMig there wa> such a thing as health 

Tremori, Most probably the wit indulged by implication 

in a sneer at the abject tribe of persons that 
have developed “ nerves/’ invented health cures and shower baths, 
mid tramp the length of continents in quest of health, They con 
template life, they criticise it, they shout about it, but thev never 
come near living it. The spirit of the observation that prompted 
the epigram of the wit admits of a very wide application The 
empire-builders of England were not so many Joseph Chamberlains 
“thinking imperially" and weighed down wi$h the awful consciousness 


of the Empire’s destiny. '1 hey knew nothing of " Imperial /olhcrem’ 
and Coloured Races any more than of the jack-boot methods ol thj 
Tariff Reform league The primeval energy of evjiansion had 
impelled them on their careers, and without ever knowing it, they 
played pilots and ltd the way to ever-w iuemng streams of trade and 
emigration, winch slowly crystallised into "Empire ” and gave their 
burdens to the Imperial statesmen. The unconscious pioneer, humbly 
toiling to strike root in a virgin soil, or busy pushing his wares 
amongst alien races, boomed and blundered anil lounded an empuc 
The h) per sensitive *• Imperialist* hammering aw.iy at the task 01 
governing the Empire and sore beset with .1 brood of evil memories 
vvhuh he sagely calls problems,—the colour question, the racial 
((inflicts, thr \lute man’s burden, the doscr union- may some JSy 
end by wrecking it Is this shout for Lhe Empire’s safety, this 
hysterical solicitude for its welfare a sign ol the decadence of the 
fibre and the iiiumIc that built it? Has the race nf glints, that 
um onsciously and silently bore a cosmic weight, given plm e to .1 
breed of pigmies wdio shout lor strength and power but have* them 
not, and are too mi agre nr stiLme to bear I hr buulen of their destiny ? 

Ln UK straws proveibmlly show the direction of the wind, and the 
sensational cddirs of Icelmg in Englahd about 
The " WhiLe Man's “ The Johnson Wells Boxing Match" reveal 
Hope” the latter-day temper ol Jingo Imperialism. 

Many such matches have ere now been held in 
England and no one has ever heard rff llicm outside the columns oi 
tne sporting press But this " Johnson-VVells " affair has risen to the 
dignity of m lm|XTinl problem, and a worthy parson Ims sought to 
rouse Liu- Christian feel np of Great Britain to suppress the match, 
which would otherwise outrage tne mo r al sense and majesty of the 
state And why? There are vanous reasons', but the most weighty 
among them, which s( cut, li* lurk at the back ol Rev. F II Meyers’ 
protest, is that Johnson is .1 Ncgio and Ins Lnuniph will seriously 
damage ibe prestige H the Einpu 1 "The arguments with which we 
can support our appeal lor a stop|Wge of the fight" told the Rev 
gentleman a epresentativc of the Tunes, “are giowing stronger daily. 
For mslanrc, une of lhe most significant farts is the agiULiun now 
a.s i uming si rung proportion* m South Africa l’hirc Lhe tress is*ap 
pLAliog to tin Union Govern men. to prohibit the 1 importation of the 
niin.iaLograph filn, if die fight lakes place 'flic authorities evidently 
dread its efi^ct (»n ihe relations between the wluLe and coloured 
populations Of course, this will not be confined to South Africa but 
may bo duplicated m cvciy part of the Empire, and elsewhere.” 
And again, Mr ICugeiie SomK'w is rcjiorted to have sp.id “that he 
agreed with those who were opposed to the contest on the grounds 
of pub! m. policy. He thought u would be a mistake, 4 onsidenng 
the position which Great Bn Lain ou\qned among the coloured rates 
'■f the woilil, to allow such a tonicsl to lake pl,u ^ ” Thai Ivmpire 
Did 1 '? Ij«- m a perilous conduion mdeed which depends tor ip, 
sifuty op lb - -vlnms nl a N< gro lioxer Wc cannot sriy whether 
11 is some melodramatic scene 111 the* drama of Imperialism, o r 
a A.mt nl tin* sense ol the ridn ulous or a really guve symptom 
ol decaying Taitli and nerve ot the iace, that "potent, grave and 
reverend signurs ” of " ( hurches and Free Clurcli Councils " are 
trying tu save Christian nioralit), uvilisution and 1 lie white man 1 *? 
desiiny from a ternlile disaster—the possible defeat of Wells by Jack 
Johnson ■ The rich variety of arguments and the play of mood and 
niutive and interest in this absurd comedy afford no mean diversions 
in themselves Wells has be- n acclaimed as “ the white man’s hope," 

—a far cry, and not very hopeful cither, from " the white mun’s 
burden.” Again, there is lbs humanitarian, declaiming against the 
brutalising effects of the contest The spirit of Tclemachus, the 
Eastern monk, who flung himself between the gladiators of Rome 
and by sacrificing himself killed the games, has been invoked, and 
we have the pious reflection dial " by such an uprising of Christian 
opinion the work of Teleinacbus the monk may be n peated, and the 
world may move up to another stage of moral progress, humaivly 
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and refinement; 1 -a hupi which we heartily endorse. Ihm again, 
wtj half the Buxm’ Union protesting against the agitation itself 
In tlu appeal issued by die Union we read -“We ask our brothers 
t»r affiliated Tr.idi Unions V stand by us at this tutu Should the 
present opposition succeed, it would sound lh' death knell of lioving 
and throw out of employment many thousands To the public 
we also appeal If die public remains apatlu tic it may wake up 
uimi: day to find that grandmotherly legislators, urged on by 
u faction of kill sjiorls, Imvc banned the most healthful and charac¬ 
teristic of Ibitisli s|>oils-“hoxjnjf- 1 ’ And last, but not the least, is 
the standpoint of the organiser of the fighl, Mr. White, to whom 
the sole aspect of the question that appials is frankly one of l s f/ 
lie is reported to base groaned to a press representative that “he 
regarded himself as a persecuted man, and considered Lhe racial 
argument ns 1 mere bum ombe 1 ’ ,J 

I.oko Mori i v lud m»L an < osy time of il whin lx had to defend 
Ins policy 'is rcgaids India in die Mouse of 
The Political f'liiniiiuiix, ami he could not have dreaded 

Montebank. the Opposilion h.dT so imirh as some members 

of Ini own |wrty who tried to outflank him. 
Hut howsocvi r troublesome Sir llcmy ( olLon and his friends may 
have been, there was not a shadow of doubt .ilamt their Liberalism, 
'flit* same muld not, however, have bun said about Sn John 
Kuos whi «r<‘ clue I nn nl was a persistent narrowness of vuws We 
do not know whether Sir John bus yet published an ap^hgm 
vita sun explaining him lie (aim In sail under Lilwrjl colours 
lliun, or why lie < reused tin Hum of the House lain In the absence 
of such an explanation, opportunism appc.u•> to Us to have Ikuii 
one of the pnssihk — m fa. t, pruUblc-motive s The springtide or 
Liberalism flooded Fngland in iijofi, and i^-ilmps Sir John thought 
it prudent to laud min die Pailiuimnt on tin- cri si of tlu. Liberal 
wuic Hut diL theory nl tin swinging pendulum was probably 
Iiki inurli for him, and punk iiu mm mon ilutaUd the t nurse nl 
die turn i nut This time, Jinwevu, lhe calculations of the bur-au- 
i ml or easy politic al roiurirnri and elasI k nad writ: thoroughly 
upset, and the Tories are still ploughing die -.mils of Operation 
Th^ support of Mr. Lloyd C.eorgi, whn li Sir Jolm clumsily and un 
successfully tried lo deny, had brought Inin ailu I'aiharmnt, and in its 
absence hu'nuw Ml n limp heap, like a balloon from win. I. 
Liu gas had escaped. Hut Sir John Kcc^ is nothing if not p< rsul 
t nl the hr (lection in kilm-ruo k 1 ! argils gau hi.n un np|io.'Ui*ii> 
nl displaying hi*» gnlta piirchaism lo some ad Mintage The Voting 
Scats were not eiidniMUstn about Ah W G U G.adstom, me 1 the 
labour Paity, feeling vcy suie after the nots and the fiimness di. 
played by the Home Secretary, sot up thur own (andidatL in Mi 
Mckonel to oppose “(iiandsoii • ilaJstune ” l he Tttu*\ helped 
Sir John by making out that tlu workman will he paying lor 
ilC ,r/ worth of benefits obtainable under the Insurance Hill when 
« Mr. Lloyd (leerge hjLs duiwn that lie w.U b* piling only \xt. lhe 
Cham ell oi of the Iiu boquer wrnti lu Mr Gladstone, “if through 
wilful rmssoprcsinhiliun tins Util should fail, And thnsa* enormous 

boons thus do not rcatli die wmkhe. elates it will be a long nine 

before any Gnvernnuiil will to*die finant i.tl and political burdens 
and risks of undertaking mid putting through nich a proposal 
This lesult would, indeed, be a proud ache'ement for Tory and 
Sod alls', candidate who profi s> to l»au the mteirstx of the working 
■non at heart If it bs due »o malice, then their union .n 

deliberately setting rticmx'vcs ■ deception Lo mb the workmen 
of Ibis rnuntry ol ^17,000,000 a .car piouded foi the dark days 
of sickness and bnuiyloyiucnt ii a mnn Against the people ” We 
wonder whetha Sir John curd a brass farthing for the working men 
or regarded hinisel r as a criminal robbing the |*xir oi sevt'nteen 
million seedling a year On the contrary', the Times wrote that he 
was 11 nioie confident now than he was at the opening of the 
laropaign. His breezy ana bright manner of addressing his audi¬ 
ences, whether bom the platform or at lhe street corners, has earned 
for him a great deal of popularity even among the working men. 


His resources of reparli e, even amid a hostile audi«ice never fail* 
him, and those among his listeners who come to overwhelm him 
with awkward questions find themselves so much captivated by his 
racy and humorous answers that they not unwillingly join in the # 
chorus of approving laughter which is evoked at the encounter. 
They recognise also that not only is the Unionist candidate a distin¬ 
guished public man, but that he is a stranger appealing to their 
forliearancc as will ;ls fin their suffrages." Jittt imagine a stiff 
nicked mandarin who would not permit any one in India to come 
“between the wind and his robility 1 acting the part of the licensed 
buffoon at street corners 1 We have little doubt that Sir John 
with the antics of a chartered libertine, more suited perhaps 
to 11 Niggi r Minstrels ’ on the piers of seaside resorts than to 
a puhli' man seeking popular suffrage, made an appeal to the 
people's forbearance an absolute necessity. A glance at his latest 
creed also will not lx without interest. Of course, lie is an Imperialist 
and wants a strong Army ind Navy But Liberals, too, arc often 
Imperialists and want a strong Army and Navy, and so far there is 
perhaps no change in his creed But he is against Home Rule 
for Ireland brcausi lie docs not want the brotestant minority lo 
he put M under the heel of the Roman Catholics." He does not, 
of course, mention a word about the Welsh Non-cjnforn lists, the 
Scotch Presbyterians and the Irish Catholics being 1 under the 
huel " of the Chun h of Kngland. He is not, however, averse Lo 
trying the sweet uses of flattery and is of opinion that Scotland can 
have Home KliIj because 11 it is a country which is capable of 
governing itself’ The example of Canada and South Africa are 
brushed aside as not analogous, although Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
who twice contested n seat as a Unionist, is new runvint^d that 
Ireland has now proved hcr-.elf worthy o» Home Rule and lhaf 11 the 
animosities of Inland are tepid compared to the toiling racial 
passion which existed only ten years ago 111 Afrca “ But this is not * 
all Sir John Rees io, now, by the grurc o' God, a confirmed 
Protei nonist 1 “ He is m favour of protection for home industries 

and Lhe taxing of manufactured goods from foieign countiies that 
conqietr with our own ” The Tim r adds that “some of las most 
effective criticism has been made against the finaiu ml extravagance 
ut Mi Uoyd George’s |Kiluy His view is that the existing labour 
unrest is largely due to the efforts of the Chancellor ol the Kxche- 
quer Lo stir up class hatred by the violence of ms speeches 
and the reckless promises he lias made to the poor 11 It is only now 
that Sir John Ravi comes out 111 Irs true colours, for when ho fc voic'd 
in favour of the Campbell Banner mm 1 Resolution frmi w'hirli the 
Parliament Art originates and fought lor Lhe “ People’s Budge 1 ” and 
secured with Ins v jLl ll e Old Ago Pensions and similar boom, to the 
people, he never appeared half so 1 (invoicing. The pity of it is that 
Ins true < olours wen. not ihose which passed the winning post first at 
Kilmarnock Burgh., in spite of 'ns pujmlur repauees-at street 
corners -and al’ thualch penny phrase-. ..bout Unionism Piotection, 
cuss hatred and Imperialism He polled 4.0^7- votes agAinsl 6,923 of 
Mr Gladstone and lust liy & majority ol 2,28ft, m spite ol the fact that 
inn Labour candidate diverted 2,7^1 from the Libcial [*oi!~ 

But given Lhe anlxs of Sir John Rees, wl may be sure he will not 
rest content where he is, bill will try once mov tn at the top of 
lhe poll, even if it is sjvelt oiIk rwise and is—greased 
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Anecdotage. 


AS V PRKCUMTON 

An amusino story is told of the old journalist, 1 redone Guest 
Tomlin. 

One day he Tound his oftice locked anil the office boy musing. 

Wien the boy appeared Tomlin reproved him for over-sleeping, 
a charge which the boy tearfully refuted. 

“ |L’b thi** way, sir," he said 11 My unde was hung at tha 
Old Bailey this morning, and, although we weren’t on speaking 
terms with him, I thought, as one of the family, I ought to be 
there.'* 

11 Quite right,” said Tomlin , “ never neglect your family duties ; 
but when another «*f ynur relations is to be hanged, please t* leave 
the office key under the mat.” 
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Great Britain and the Moslem Kingdoms. 

f 1 11 Mi;HAMM.\i ianism, 11 said Mr Montagu the other day, 
' “ produces and teaches a sort of extm-territorial patriotism—if I may 
strain the words to describe it—love of a religion which seems 
almost, to laugh at distance and material ne ghbourhood, in breathing 
and praying mutual sympathy ’* His own advice to the Indian 
Moslems was that "you need abandon noL a lot of your fervour if 
you add to it principles of less exalted and more Western desire 
i to help and to share the destiny of ihe country in which you live." 
Once more we see the Indian Mussulman showing uumislakeably his 
“ extra-territorial patriotism" and illustrating die living force of a 
religion that “ seems to laugh at distance and iualeri.il neighbour 
hood in breathing and pra>mg mutual sympathy " His heart 
throbs in unison with the Moor ol Fc/ who secs hi* count!y 
passing into alien hands, with the Persian of Teheran who (eels 
ihe grip of the. Russian Cossack on his throat, and with Lhc Turk 
of Slamboul who lias to watch an act of shameless brigandage with 
impotent rage But ho need abandon no jot ol his fervour simply 
because he owes allegianc eto a European and i\ Christian sovtrtign 
whose rule *s a blessing that Providence 1ms vouchsafed to hun in 
order to work uut his material and moral salvation Ilia loyalty is 
not such feeble stuff that the least political di&lurbance m Asia or 
Europe in which one party is Moslem and another Christum 
could affect it adversely. 

If uroof were needed, no bctlei illustratin', uf the combination 
ol tentorial loyalty and exlraternlnn.il paluoLimi could lie 
furnished than the spirit which actuated the Indian Mussalinans 
in 1897 when the fruits of victory had been snatched from the 
hands of the Mussulmans after the Groi^o 'Turkish War, partly, at 
least, at the urgent instigation of an English statesman, and when 
die Indian Government was dealing with serious disturbances 
v»n the North-West Frontier of India. It is worth while recalling 
the words of Lord Elgin, wliu visited Aligarh on rhe 261b 
No.imbcr, 1897, and, addressing its Trustees, s r iixj_ 

timing llie Iiwl few I'louih*, and .a ll»’ present mnimni, ilu CiiivcrnineiM ol 
jiiil'A lias most unwillingly l>e<?n Gnceri mlu m ,<|vn conflict wu'i iKl 
L rilics who belong cu ymir rui ’ii’iiu.y .mrl iheie h vl not been u.inung 
ihoM. wl.n have all gut Iherc wni .1 ri ■ I ami grnw'iu; antagonism 
* between British role in li'iln* u! k Mijhanim.irlin subjects C. ■ lie 
the*.- maiteis —ilie r i.iacs fn ni,*i hai uhI the cj.us< s, *-iu.b 
as tiuit, internal disrjua .1 -*ri r i 1 .*j lar n «’ fin n.e in cnui upon 
wilh «ny v.lw to h .LMnslnn on 11 'trns,on .is t!im . but I wuu)d 

only jas 4 like toiuylm* thill f. f nr hi) pan, Have mvrr luhr.td that 
rhe Mxl'ftPHTiailan uf lnon wnul l r a,l rerogniv* ih«- henffill wiiidi 

he derives from ihe Gnwemireni un«br wlnth hv or iIk < U.£a 

■lui of loyally t.ilrk, vaoeian hi ulus 1 am* th.it ,»thniinslMli 1 ft 
is earned on an? *)i -hr «r hr t Mi.h.MlnM.'dvn ail'jicls 

•b known throughout lla worlh fiin'lLhun tbp cu*"cf 

. foie unfit *uuate diztm t.iu tv Aub aiyii.r \ten W,..' .e t'i'm 
we jfL.ni Al/j / L , Ac fajHiffy an * gallon!) / of Mu/;a, 'nixul\n . Is and 

ethers of lh» otui f ant gltirl, / t»v » a !kt\ rf >', r n a /. pt , r \iu 

jul ol,c.i0n, ip r' ofHt\e and to Ino c //’ f then ,/,v « ufl m /'■»> 
College utder ffaajul ir>inu\l,w t r tu, n ... pint 0} loya.ltp u'</ 
direction whu h hn. hun Jiou'w tn >h'JUt\l 

W, can confidently s&) that the same spirit of loya'iy and 
dtvotion actiuitds the Indian Muss.Jirmns to-d:i>, aucl. in fad, u.x:y 
understand better to-day than they did in isuj/ thV- the futun 
destiny ol their community is txiund up wul; ilic nwiiruiar.c " of 
-in increasingly imwcrful and popular British administration But 
if the Indian Mnssalmans fnmly lieheve this, one nf die cliicl 
reasons for their nelief is "hat they know their (Jovermnent tube 
no Jess firmly convinced thill nothing should be done which should 
needlessly offend Iheu susceptibilities or wantonly go against their 
cn-irished ideals One of the. ideals which 1 he Indian Muhammadans 
have cherished For long is that the British Government, which 
rub 1 '* over the largest number of Mussalinan subjectc, should be 
bound In an alliance with Muhammadan powers and kingdoms 
so that their own territorial loyalty and extra-tern tonal patriot imii 
should work in the same direction It must be rcnicmbeied 
that Great Britain has in the past often fought side by side 


I 

• 3 11 

widi Moslem nations. She went to war against Russia in the Crimea. * 
m spite of her to,iil unprepuredness for such a campaign, and 
although she did not fight against Russia in 1878, m iiny 
Englishmen, including nur late Viceroyf Ixjrd Mmto, volunteered 
then serrices in the field of battle, and it was the British 
fleet that saved Constantinople. Since the last Afghan War 
a solid alliance ha-' been established between Afghanistan and 
India which Ives stood the test of tune fur more than a generation. 
Although a single frontier delimits the boundaries or Persia and 
BnLixh India, time has never arisen an 011 ision lor risorting to the 
arbitrament of war In Egypt, (Treat Britain had to interfere ,bm 
slu never I ought against the bullan or the Khedive, and it was only 
the criminal extravagance and stupidity of the rulers of Egypt mid 
the negligence or Turkey that led to the interference anil the British 
occupation laioking, therefore, at the jxist history of die relations I 
ul Gnat Britain And the Moslem kingdoms, then- does not appear/ 
aL the present moment to be an inheritance of hostility, a sort nfl 
vendelLi requiring the settling of ancient scores, Inch could come/ 
in the way ol .1 general alliance between Great Bn ram and Hi J 
Moslem kingdoms 

An arrangement s„ ebv.ously desirable from the point of view 
ol an Indian Musalmm, so ilearly praaicahle from the point ol 
view or diplomacy, it is also strategically beneficial As we have 
lenmrked more than once, the Empire of Britain, whu li is the 
largest than the woild lias even seen, i[ it needs coaling stitions ini 
distant seas, needs still more the oases of friendship and amity which] 
prove invaluable in a desert uf hostility. There was a lime when 1 
British statesmen talked of the 11 splendid isolation" of Great? 
Britain But the lessons of ihe South African War were ninny j 
and one m them was lliu lesson that in politics to love sylvan' 
solitude is to f ourL destruction Since Lhen Bnbsh diplomats, 
including our presi m Viceroy, Live been busy making Comm, nul 
friends for their country, and ihe most ,-uPf*cv*ful of them was His 
UL' Majesty, K.ng Ivdward himself From the days of tlic Armada, 
Catholic Spun had ken hatclul to PnilesLaiiL England , hut so far 
d'd iIjh needs or tin political umalion carry English slatcsmen 
that a Prole OB',r I'nncess was permitted ro change her faith 
and given u nuunag,; to ill. King or Spun. Snn.larly, Fmncr 
mth vxhieh Ki>gland had ilways Ijmi on terms of ncghlannly 
ho-lihLy from the earliest timt i, Irnmn a sliorL n *, pi te during the 
Ouneiii Wai, and with .vhich lavrd Salisbury was prepared' to 
go to War on the slight fimvocarion of the hashoda incident, 1 ^ 
cHim Ihe h end ol England And Iasi, but not least, Russia, die 
bogey of Hniish statesmen and soldiers, was aura, tud to the e'ihnir 
tur<h«U I ) Flame, the eonirnon fuend of both liven Italy among 
ills Medile.irrncin Powers, was not left to heisell, and a wedge ol 
ord*ahi> between England and Italy was inserted into Lhe Triple 
Alliance, h rkey, enfeebled by nisrulu and internal disturljanees 
. a used by external enemies, was **lill a European Power , and although 
the insensate ho&tiliiy of Mr GlatJstonc and the cjmcal utliLude 
or 1 -ord Salisbury who coursed >liat they had been backing 
“the w.ong burse," liad Lhrowu the late Sultan into the arms 
or Germany, the Revolution changed all this, and created a new 
Turkey «I most gushing 111 Mj fneudlmcss to the old friend ul • 
ail cnn-»titutional Governments and nations struggling to be free. 

'Thus iiad the pendulum swung from M the splendid isolation " 
of tin* Boer War in the dneclion of alliances, and it even came 
tt- x sjspecicd that a cordon of alliances whs being placed lound 
the German people ll must be icmembercd that it tvas not 
Sir Edward Grty—all hough lie came with a tremendous 1 eputatiou 
for suitcsmansli'p and firm less— that had imtiaLed this policy. He 
met el V took it up and it now stems U11L lie his followed it far 
beyond the lnnils originally c intern plated A 1 though Mr Lloyd 
George, the strongest man 11 Ihe Libcial Cabinet, is well known i»» 
be inclined favourably tow aids Germany and the labour Parly, 
vvlmh has to be reckoned with ip the framing ot all Liberal pohrir, 
isc^penly htisLilc to the anti-Gennan icndencies of English upper and 
middle classes, it appears that in spile nf these considerable larmrs 
Sir Edward Grey has a mortal horror ol Germany and hit. lorcign 
liolicy sec ms to be dictated entirely by these disnruporlioiutc U ars- 
'Thc first step in the policy of Sir Edward’s “Blue Funk 
School r wa-» the Anglo-Russian Convention. I s justification 1 on Id 
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c either have lieen thal ii secured tin: independence and the integrity 
of Persia, or that in cate of its future dismemberment it secured 
to England a predominant, or at (cast a proportionate, share On 
5th September, 1407, the V British Minister in Teheran explained to 
die Persian £ovemment that the Agreement so far from infringing 
Persian rights was “ based on n guarantee of the independence 
and integrity of Persia. You will perceive lrom the above state¬ 
ment how unfounded are the reports recently put about in Persia 
concerning the political ambitions of England and Russia in 
thal country. They have no sorf of lnttqtfon of attacking Persia's 
independence, which it 19 their object ifl concluding this agreement 
to ensure for ever. r 11ie two power? ofeute mentioned hope tliat 
in the future Persia will be for ever delivered from the lear of forr-ign 
intervention, and will enjoy complete freedom to manage her affairs 
in her own way, wherefore advantage will accrue to herself and to 
the whole world.’ 1 Need one ask how the promise has been kept * 
What is the net result of the Anglo-Russian (Vinvention 7 
As the Stokes affair and the action of Russia in the matter of the 
belongings of Khuu-us-Sultaneh show, it lias certainly not secured 
the independence, and it may even com the integrity of Persia. Bui 
if it in to Ik* the loss of Persia, art we sure that it will be tht gum 
of England 7 The worn‘of it us that even as a selfish concern the 
alliance would prove a failure. Wc can mu do better than quote 
the Nah(»\ winch » a Liberal [taper and nut likely to be unjust to 
Sir Edward Grey It says ■— 

ll ttotik) be a want? of indignation in cnliriM. 1 Uuvsiun “policy, She is acting 
Vlur lur kind. We knew and predic-uri when the Anglo-Rusaion 
Convention ua i signed that it would mil in Ibt ruin ol I’trsu and the 
humiliation of our imn country. Wlmi if. less a maltcr or couibc is 
(lie wwiknewt of our diplomacy. Wc art satisfied lhal Sir Rtlwurd 
■Ciicy did not contemplate and did not desire this outcome. We are 
Niue tlwt he would hate wished 10 preserve the liUrly and indepen 
dunce of I'crsui. We are certain that Lite Inst llung lie desires is ilx 
return of ihe Shah, And ihnt, left to lumseir, lie would prefer lo **e the 
tranquil development of die const llulmnul regime with the aid of 
any eipert foreigners whom il may fiirly choose Bui ihe more one 
admits and recognises Ihu measure of gomluill, the more gnllmg 
is die impotence nr our diplomacy to gi 1 c if idled It Iiaa m its 
Lonhnual dread of a German hegemony m fturopr, decided dial it 
, must purchase Russian friendship at the pn r e of Persian indepen 

dence. In lU dealings with an unscrupulous ally, it hr lacked the 
adroitness and the firmness to keep Imn straight or to maintain its 
own policy. Tile whole enterprise is bod as ni'nals and contemptible 
1 at businevs, It is. we are welt aware, has than nothing to an Imperi¬ 
alist lhal a gifted race should lie submerged, after a promising eftort In 
secure for iticlf progress ami freedom, l«neuUi (he conqueror who 
lias brought misery lo I* inns and Poles and Caucasians. But on the 
lowest plant of self regarding ralculalum the detraction of Persia a 
an uoeiMUc fully ft mwm Ihe end of our reputation as the friend 
of struggling nationalities. Il moan* the resentment of every awaken¬ 
ing Modem people. Il mnmr the selling foi onr.-rlvea of a military 
jmiblem such n« India itself ncvei presented For a century wc 
laboured lo keep die snows of the lllinahij'as and the rifles of i;,e 
Afghans between qqiscKi* wu\ Kuna. To morrow w L dull 
fate tar 111 our Persian xone across a \«gue land frontier. Tlwt 
is the jmee, 01 h pcit of the price of our jealousy of German) 
ho much we have paid 10 win the doubtful support of a rather weak 
and very uncertain ally. We might have hurl the friendship t( f 
r' Germany e'melf on much lew onerous letins and with (hat friendship 

the end «*f a fcuri which burdens Knrope and threatens chid 
par posts of r mhration. 

The next step of the “Blue |Ftmk School" was ihe wretched 
inactivity ol Sir Edward Grey, when at ihe instigation of Germany, 
which discovered m tin 1 Young Turks another strong link hi the 
• chain of British alhance^, Austria usurp'd Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

, \Ye are mclined to recall the memorable wmda of Mr. Uuyd 
George at the Mansion Ho*ise Banquet on the uighl of 21st July last. 
He baid: — 

I believe il w essential ui ihe highest inu-ra*t* not merch ol Ihw country, 
hot nf the worid, taut Bn*ain rimtild m nil lurrards mamtam her 
place and hri prestige amongst tta Great Itiwets of the Work). 

{ Ker |x>tent influence has proved many a time ui the pan and may yet 

* he in the future invaluable tn tht' cause- (4 hnmnn Hberty. H has more 

. than oner m the past redeemed C-aoimemal nations, who an some. 

* umt* loo apt (0 forget that service, tram overwhelming disaster and 

l men from national extinction* I would make great sacrifices to 

preserve peace 1 1 conceive dial nothing would lustily a disturbance 
nf tateruariowl goodwill except questions of the gravest national 
f moment. But if a situation were to be forced upon ns in which paaee 
could only be preserved by the surrender of the great and beneficent 
position [Britain has won by centuries of heroism and adhtevemeni T 


by allowing Britain to he treated when bar in tmesis were vitally ' 
affected as if hbe were of no account in the Cabinet of Nations, then 
I my emphatically that peace at (hat price would be a hood Lotion 
intolerable for a great country lil^e ours to endure. # - 

The pity and the irony of it is that these noble words were 1 
uttered not when Austria grabbed two Provinces of Turkey while 
the Young Turks were working manfully m 41 the cause of human 
liberty,* but when another European nation, which hod tned to throw 
dust in the eyes of the civilized world, was depriving innocuous 
human beings of the liberty which they had enjoyed for long ages 
It was the new British Ambassador that was cheered by the crowds 
after the Revolution and not Marschall von Hieberstein But after 
the behaviour of Sir Edward Grey, New Turkey discovered that she 
had chosen ihe wrong second in her duel against her enemies, that it 
was the Kaiser who was the Napoleon of the twentieth century and 
that the age of PitLs, Wellingtons and Waterloo* had gone. 

'To-day the situation is this On the one hand, Fiance, one of 
the 11 friend,, ” of England, has purchased the non interference of 
Germany in Morocco, by giving away a portion of the French 
Congo, and this unholy bargain has been struck with the active 
support of Sir Edward Grey—the only act of courage in a 
pusillanimous career at the Foreign Office—and on the other hand, 
Italy, ranged on the side of Germany and bound to her by a long¬ 
standing alliance, is permitted to usurp Tripoli. Those who under 
stand the position of a constitutional monarch know that it is not 
His Majesty who is averse lo intervention but Sir Edward Grey. The 
common factors in the two arrangements are, firstly, that both are 
immoral transactions and, secondly, that in both cases the usurpation 
is of Moslem territory. Had the usurpers in both cases been 11 friends 11 
of England wc could have found some explanation, even if no excuse. 

But that is not the case. Are we then to believe that Eri^fend is 
anxious lo intervene in favour of a friendly usurper and averse to 
interference against a hostile bandit so long as the land is Moslem > 

Wc entertain no such helief ourselves, because we do not identify 
Sir Edward Grey with England. But that is just what the action of 
Sir Edward Grey would seem lo establish, and we cannot believe that 
even be could be so far insensible to the mischief that the growth of 
*uch a conviction is likely lo create. However, far from endeavour¬ 
ing to explain his inactivity, a colleague of his, Lord Haldane, 

Lhe admirer of Curzomuu methods for India, and a Liberal, like Sir 
Edward himself, of the palest complexion, has been sympathising 
with “ nation^ like Germany and Italy who have not hod opportu¬ 
nities ot territorial acquisition " 

The morality or immorality of Sir Edward Grey’s activity and 
inactivity may for a while he ignored. But judged as business, too, 
it is, to use the words of the Nit lion, contemptible. In Morocco, 
England gains nothing, fn Tripoli she may even lose, for, on the 
one hand, the British position in the Mediterranean is me tn 
be weakened by an improvement in the position of a member of the * 
Triple Alliance, and, on the other, the land frontier of Northern 
Egypt would march along that of such a Power. There are not 
wanting people wfm fear that Sir Edward has not been merely 
benevolent to Italy, but that an understanding has already been ! 
arrived at between all the Powers whereby I<ord Kitchener is to 
annex Egypt or at least declare it a British Protectorate as the first 
act of his Agency and ax the price of his opposing the passage of 
Turkish troops from Syria by way of Egypt 10 Tripoli. We state tip 
suspicion for whotil in worth But weshould like to add thal nothing 
would shock the Moslem world more than such a bargain 
between the enemies ot Turkey and the ruler? of 70 million MusfiaL 
maos, and that only he could strike it who was cither wholly ignorant * 
0 r Moslem feeling or too callous to care for it. Every Friday, through¬ 
out the whole of the Moslem world, a hearty prayer goes up from 
every mosque 11 0, l-ord 1 help him who helps the ftulh of Muhammad, 
and O, Lord 1 humiliate him who humiliates the faith of Muhammad," < 
Hitherto not a single occasion has Arisen for excluding the Bftttdi 
notion from the category of those that have helped the faith of 
Muhammad, and we are confident that Sir Edward Grey tap m * 
ambition to be reckoned os the fim British hfimiliator of that faith. ? 
British journals both in England audit* India hive with a remarkable 
unanimity condemned the inactivity of Sir Edward Grey, and we 
are convinced that it is they and not he or Lqiti Haldane that 
r epre se nt the true feelings of the nation. But 11 the iteming * 
inactivity proves to be only secret activity hoaSe to Moslem ' 
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'interests we * consider it our clear duty to England to say 
that Sir Edward Grey would draw upon his head execra¬ 
tion* such «a even Mr. Gladstone in his enthusiasm for 
Homer and as a disciple of Peter the Hermit did not 

I merit nor receive. Oh, for a Disraeli, with an imagination large 
dpough to comprehend the possibilities of a Bribth alliance with 
Moslem kingdoms, and a persuasiveness to carry the habitually 
phlegmatic, slow-moving, and too mstter-of-fact Briton with him. We 
appeal to the Liberal Cabinet, to the Parliament and to the British 
Nation to consider the situation seriously and well, and we pray to 
the I-urd of Nations to give them the guidance that they need. 

The Deliberations of the Moslem Conference. 

We briefly dealt in our fist with the state of Moslem education 
in Bengal and with the causes, historical os well as fortuitous, which 
urg responsible for the intellectual stagnation and general inertia of 
the community. We showed, in particular, how grievously the 
Bengal Moslemc have paid in status and influence by their failure to 
seek inspiration from the AU-India educational movement of the 
Mussulmans which has its centre at Aligarh A happy coincidence 
of circumstances has. however, brought Aligarh and Bengal 
together , and we trust this lact is full of happy augury for the luture 
and will mark the opening ot a new chapter in the history of Moslem 
education in this part of I he country 

We hope the Moslem leaders in Bengal realise full well tile fact 
that the problem tiiat confronts them to-day is enormous in its 
scope and character. We also hope that they are not pigeon-livete.l, 
and feel in all its bitterness the humiliation of their present situation 
It is no u..c disguising the fact that the situation is critical, though 
not qyuc hopeless and irretrievable To save it, to organise an 
efferliT campaign against the supmcncss and indifference of their 
community, to infuse into a torpid mass ihe energy of hope and self 
confidence and seff-re-pect, to revive m it the consciousness of 
.1 historic individuality destined, thiough the re- overed utility of its 
character and ihe catholic mission of its fuith, to play an important 
part in the unfolding drama of the world, is a task of real magnitude, 
well worthy of the ambitions of vhc highest among them. Will they 
con f forward to help their community at the supreme ensis of its fate, 
share in the toil and travail of effort, and hear the heat and buiden 
of the day ? This alone is the test of leadership. By this tel they 
and their wuik will stand or fall. 

Even a superficial glance at the kmd and character of the 
r. Lolmwns flint formed the subjects of discussion -n the Conference 
nil ijffift to show that Moslem education in Bengal w as vet in Us 
infancy and not tar .'bow Ihe primitive ;tage .is regards purpose and 
organisation No effort seems to have been made in the past to 
study the causes of '.lie deep-rooted aversion of the Mussalmant to 
inoder.' education, and what nulc effort has come to 1 e made through 
the chanty ot love of learning of individuals, lacks utterly in method* 
and co-ordination A pare historical accident lias left lor the 
Mussa’aians a prodigious legacy in tne shape of the Madrassa 
system of education, which has so effectually strangled then 
intellectual life, that ihe energies and lervour of generations of devot 
ed aspirants aftcrlruth end knowledge have been burnt, Ol n were, 
as sacriftcul fires at the shnne of glorified mummies. The Madrassas 
hgve not only kept the Mussalmans f rom the sources of modern 
knowledge and progress, they have also created a huge Trust 
in conservatism and reaction, which confronts the reformers at 
every step end which has done positise mischief to the best 
interests of the community. The problem ot Moslem education 
without *'the Madrassas " would have been far easier of solution 
than with the existence of these pampered and grandiloquent 
institutions, sitting athwart the life of the community os hydra¬ 
headed monsters and holding its heart and mmd and will within the 
grip of their wiry tentacles. This tremendous Trust has got to 
be shattered. It is an absurdity, a monumental hoax. And, 
although we are beginning to hear the shattering laugh that kills 
absurdity, it is well Vo remember that ridicule alone would not 
suffice to uproot an evil which has come to roost in aged institu¬ 
tions with some pretensions to a historical birth and antiquity. 

Leaving alone fbr the present the Madrassa system, which 
requires a root and tyanch reorganisation, the ' Moslem educational 
reformer in Bengal has -a comparatively cfohn slate On which to 
sctawl bis effort in wliat characters he would please. He has to 


draw up the whole plan of work, define his ideals and methods, and * 
begin to build from the very foundations. The experience of 
Aligarh, by virtue of its success and universal acceptance, ought 
to be his guide. It has its well defined ideals, its methods and 
its organisation, which ought to furnish light and guidance in 
the practical working of any scheme for Moslem education. 

The ideals of Aligarh liave been preached far and wide for 
upwards of 30 years past, and they must have found an echo, 
however faint, even in Moslem Bengal. The President of the Con¬ 
ference dealt with them in simh a luminous and exhaustive 
manner, that it would be idle to discuss them in detail again. 
Stated in a nutshell, they aim at the evolution of the type of 
culture which would fit the Moslems for a full participation |p 
the growing synthesis of mankind without losing their individuality. 

“The fust and foremost need,” therefore, as the President 
so emphatically staled, "is the urgent want of a Provincial 
Muhammadan College of the type of the College at Aligarh." 

The nucleus is already in existence in the Calcutta Madrassa 
with its Arabic and Anglo Persian Departments. As the President 
suggested, the two Departments should be amalgamated into 
one College, which would leach according to the University 
curriculum, “ making adequate provision for religious instruction 
as in the case at Aligarh.’’ As regards the all-important question 
of tost, the Calcutta Modi assn has at present the total annual 
equ-nditure of Rs. 57,0^3. About Rs. 20,000 a year more 
would be quite sufficient to start a first-grade College. Even 
Aligarh, at the death of Sir Syed, with its residential system 
in full swing, had an annual budget of no more than Rs. 70,000. 
Nuw the question is, wheme should come the extra Rs 20,000? 

Will the Mussalmans of Bengal be so fat lacking in public 
spiriL aud in the sense of communal needs that they will foil to 
subset 1 be the sum amongst themselves? For ihe sake of the 
future of the community, wc hepe not And in our opinion the 
Government aid should also bo at plied for, and considering that large 
sums are annually set apart for grants to private enterprise in education, 
we doubt not that the Gist Mo«!em effort to organise Collegiate 
education lor the community will not fail to secure Government 
patronage T.ien, there is the magnificent benefaction for education 
called the "Mohsir. Komi," We are afraid we will liave to 
adm-t that a considerable dispersion of die endowment has been taking 
place in the past, if wc aie to judge its application by th% unerring 
standard of the greatest good to the greatest number Tl\p system or 
awarding scholarships to Moslem students indiscriminately and irres¬ 
pective of their pecuniary circumstances defeats the puqiose and the 
real object for wh ; ch the endowment was made The system should 
be altogether abolished, and the money should go to the maintenance 
of the College. A quite distinct system of scholarships should be 
on'ftn sod, under the direct control of the College author-ties, who 
would apply the finaicial help discriminate^ and to the really deserv¬ 
ing scholars, who have not the wherewithal to receive higher education. 

We eames-ly hope systematic work for the creation of the College, 
the organisation and judicious application of the financial resources, 
and the conversion of the so-called Madrassas into efficient well- 

equipped high schools will be undertaken immediately by a band of • 
earnest workers, who feel the degradation of their community and are 
desirous of seeing it hopeful and alive, with re-vivified moral energy 
and intellectual emancipation 

Apart, however, from the organisation or Secondary and Higher 
Education,’ provision for the education of the masses and the Moslem 
girls constitutes a need at once big and pressing. And closely bound up 
with the question of educating the masses is thequestion of language, 
which is to be the instrument of their uplifting and enlightenment. 

It is pregnant with far-reaching issues and we reserve the consideration 
or it and of the question of female education for some future time. 

Wc are, however, glad to note that both these questions were 
earnestly and intelligently discussed in the Conference and much 
practical knowledge ami sagacity were brought to bear on tber 
Llution. We believe the Mussalmans of Bengal are now fully 
alive to the dangers of their position. Let them be in earnest and 
above all practical and constructive in then efforts at self-amelioratton. 
Thev have to make up a tremendous leeway before they will be 
JSsfoF the progressive movements that are fast carrying the 

and purpose and ampler synthesis • 
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The News of the War. 

A SPECIAL telegram to the Advocate of India from its London 
correspondent stated that Sir George Bixdwood, interviewed with 
regard to Tripoli, declared that the British attitude of neutrality 
waa not embarrassing to millions of Intyan Muhammadans. Person¬ 
ally he sympathised with Turkey. Tip inauguration of a Holy War 
was impossible. Referring to the general political situation in India, 
Sir George Birdwood said it would be hysterical to entertain the 
slightest misgiving Unrest was rapidly subsidy and would con¬ 
tinue to do so while Sir George Clarke remained in Bombay and 
Lord Haidinge in Calcutta. 

The Porte has concluded peace in the Yemen with the rebel 
Imam Yahya. It is expected tW the bulk of the Turkish reinforce¬ 
ments win return to Constantinople immediately. 

It was officially reported in Rome that Are was leacheroutly 
Opened from San Giovanni on the Albanian coast upon an Italian 
vessel flying the white flag. The Italian destroyer AnHgHert, 
patrolling the vicinity, returned the fire. The AtUifheie was slightly 
damageoand her Commander wounded in the foot The damage to 
the enemy was not known. This was obviously a censored version of 
the affair.* It was unofficially reported that three hundred Turks were 
killed' It was further stated that reorder to avoid a repetition of such 
iaddsnts the Italian warships in Albanian waters will be recalled 
A Constantinople official account of aflairs at San Giovanni on the 
cth Instant states that as two Italian warships were searching 
Austrian and Turkish vessels the Turkish troops fired on and sank 
an Italian rowing boat, containing an officer and five bluejackets, 
whereupon the Italians bombarded San Giovanni. It is further 
stated that the Government buildings were slightly damaged as 
the result of the bombardment and one soldier was wounded. 

Signor Giolilti, who arrived at Turin to fulfil a political engage¬ 
ment! was met by crowds and bands and acclaimed as a u second 
Cavour.” Reuter wired from Turin:—A banquet was given in 
honour of Signor Giolitti. There were i,ioo guests including 
500 Senators and Deputies." Signor Giolitti, who received an 
ovation, made a speech in which he said that no nation had sc 
speedily accomplished such a complete transformation, political, 
moral andf economic as Italy, who now claimed her share of the 
work of civilising the African Continent. 

Reuter* wired from Pisa:—King Victor Emmanuel and members 
of the Koval Family arrived here yesterday from Racconigi and 
were acclaimed by large crowds. Troops leaving the garrisons 
in Rome and elsewhere to join the expeditionary force are the 
objects of frenzied enthusiasm It is reported that Italian bluejackets 
have landed at Marat Tobruk. The complete silence from Italy on 
the 7th instant suggested the probability that transports were under- 
welgb. There still prevails some anxiety in Italy regarding the where¬ 
abouts of Turkish destroyers and torpedo-boats; hence the secrecy 
of the movements of transports. The newspapers report that over 
a hundred men from the Italian Squadron have occupied the town 
of Tobruk in Barca after meeting with some slight resistance from 
the little garrison. 

Reuter wires from Constantinople .—It is understood Lhat 
Reshid Pasha, Turkish Ambassador in Vienna, has renounced the 
portfolio for Foreign Arthurs, The post will probably be offered to 
Asiira Bey, Turkish Minister in Sofia. 

It was officially declared at Athens that the Turks, on the 5th 
instant, landed five hundred soldiers at Samos, in violation of the 
rights of setf-government of the Island The Salonka Committee 
is said to be secretly contracting for large supplies to be delivered 
tA Monastic and other centres in ten days. It is persistently 
rumoured that an invasion of Greece is contemplated. 

Reuter writes from Satanic*:—The Government is mobilising 
various classes of reserve which win give on additional 59,000 men in 
the vilayet of Sahmioa alone. The authorities are alao commaideeripg 
card tod hones wholesale. Fouf battalions have left Monastir for 
El Aston. A message from Sofia to the Dmfy Ckrtmklt states that 
Bulgaria has made representations to Constantinople with reference 
to the despatch of troops. Reuter wiles from SofiaThe Bulgaria, 
Government has requested the Powers to make urgent representation 
at Constantinople to secure the cHsoonrinmmce of aoMaation in 
the vflayet of Adrianopl* which Bulgaria describes as unjustifiable. 

Admi ra l Boreudulao, Gevmnqy of Tripoli, has issued a pro- 
ckmitkm fostfrotfog martial few. The Turkish unison dm 
camped five miles ffisunt in the fortified hflli According so 
TVokUi official account of dm bombardment of Tripod the rami' 
dec among the garrison were 11 killed and §j 


amving at Malta state that 11 civilians were killed and so wounded 
The Italians are busy reorganising Tripoli There will be no 
advance into the interior until the army arrives. The refugees are 
returning as speedily as possible. There is much satisfaction in 
Italy at the peaceful occupation of Cyrenaica which is the richest 
district in the province of Iripoli. 

Reuter wired from ConstantinopleThe Minister of Justice 
had informed the tribunals that Italians no longer benefit under 
the capitulations. Their coses must be submitted to common 
law. It was reported that the Porte has decided to order all Italians 
m Turkey to leave within three days but the moderate elements are 
urging the Porte to refrain from thus exacerbating the situation. 

It is probable that the execution of the plan will at least be deferred] 
as the Porte is once more sounding the Powers whether they are 
willing to intervene now that the occupation of the Tripoli coast is 
completed. Reuter wired from Milam—|t is understood that the 
^VJ R[n JW* repr^ettUrioni to Constantinople pointing out 
that Italy vu] abandon the principle of fimiting the war of Tripoli 
if the Porte is unable to restrain the exceases against Italians in 
Turkey. Reuter wired from RomeIt is officially anno unced that 
at the request of Baron Marschall von Bieberatein, German Ambas¬ 
sador to Turkey, the Porte has suspended the explusion of Italians. 

It was reported in Vienna that the Turks had seized the British 
steamer Orchis with gunpowder on board and had brought her to 
Sakmica. The British steamer Orchis which was seized by the 
Turks on the 5th, has been released. The seizure was the result 
of a misunderstanding. 

Reuter wired from ConstantinopleRussia has protected to 9 
Turkey against making grain contrabimd, stating that the Russian 
Black Sea trade is already suffering severely thereby. A telegram 
from Constantinople staled that Baron Marschall von Bieberstein, 
German Ambassador, advised Turkey to exclude gram from the 
list of contraband articles as it would not affect Italy but would 
annoy the Powers, especially Russia and Great Britain. The Tunes 
stated that the Baltic exchange was thrown into consternation by 
Turkey's declaration that grain was contraband. From two to three 
hundred vessels of five thousand tons were held up in the Black 
Sea. October is usually the busiest month for the Black Sea 
chartering but yesterday business was at a standstill Represent* 
lives of the owners went to the Foreign Office to protest. Uie in 
the evening a telegram from Turkey agreed to allow free passage 
of neutrals through the Dardanelles and relieved the anxiety. 

Reuter wired from Malta:—The Italian destroyer Rote* 
has arrived here convoying a steamer with all Turkish officials m 
Tripoli on board. The authorities have refused to provision the 
Bnrta. Reuter wired from MaltaThe Italian destroyer Buna 
has been granted sufficient supplies to enable her to reach Syracuse. 

The commander's request for supplies to reach Tripoli was refused 

• Reuter wired from Constantinople—Hie Porte has called 
the attention of the Powers to the new situation created by the landing 
of Italians in Tripoli and has again urged mediation on the basis 
of satisfaction of It&Kan interests and the safeguarding of Ottoman 
rights. The Tanin comment* violently on this action which h 
describes as running like beggars frbro door to door and sugge** 
that the simplest course would be to hang out notices 41 [40? (01 
sale in European and Asiatic Turkey/' The slate of public feeling 
in Constantinople is disquieting and the unpopularity of the 
Committee of Union and Progress is a most remarkable feature 
The efforts of the Young Turks to retain control of affaire by 
a Cabinet compossed largely of men of straw has provoked the 
charge that the Committee is placing personal interests before 
those of the country. It is reported that the Committee is secretly 
distributing arms to its supporters in anticipation of advene 
demonrtrationf Reuter wired from Berlin:— 1 Tne request of the 
Porta to be informed at to Italy's terms is already the subject ,of 
excharge of views between the Cabinets of Europe. 

Lord Haldane ipeakiug at Aberdeen raid that we hod passed 
\ ew». uamuwl«d in foreign"WBitt, WirehouM be 
■ympetbetic with unbone He Gtrana; end Italy who had not,bid 
oar opportwutjee of.territorial aejuU&fe' At the me tine, bow* 
ef»er, we had to cona&r tfiereqoiremeoto of our ioteratfs and safety. . 
Sir Edward Grey had ng fata i acd peace forfeariy efr yean and we 
would labour itrenooualy to preeern dfe ncanL 

It wu ofidafl; eteted that the tat opMamot of theTripofi 
expedition left Napfe* on the night of {lit October and landed « 

to ea&fm&nrioae pom oe the night efthe ^iiabfe TlWiut 
ihipeteftoethe m£ AHwentoamt eatoof Ifitaaadwm 
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expected to arrive off Tripoli on the nth instant Every available war 
vessel had been pressed into the service for escort purposes. Reuter 
wired from Milan: The expedition to Tripoli is being conducted with 
extraordinary precautions, as though a naval attack were feared. A 
fleet of battleships, cruisers and destroyers is escorting sixty trans¬ 
ports: At night they steam with lights out The whole convoy 
presents a front of five miles. Attaches of all Powers, including 
^Japanese and Chinese officers, are accompanying the General Staff. 
Reuter wired from Rome: The Government has sent a transport 
with provisions to feed the inhabitants of Tripoli who are starving. 
Reuter wired from St. Petersburg; In consequence of the Italo- 
Turkish war, 500,000 tons of goods have accumulated at Taganrog 
and the neighbouring harbours. Of this, 70 per cent, is wheat 
consigned to Italy. Reuter wired from Malta. About 450 Maltese 
refugees are returning to Tripoli today. 

Reuter wired from Constantinople. The Cabinet has derided 
upon the closure of the Italian Industrial, Financial and Scholastic 
establishments in Turkey and on the seizure of Italian steamers. 
Assim Bey has accepted the post of Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Reuter wired from Rome At 1-45 on the morning of 10th ins¬ 
tant three hundred lurks in Tripoli attacked the Italian post guarding 
Boeteliana Wells. After half an hour's firing, the Turks were re¬ 
pulsed leaving the dead and wounded behind together with the nfles 
The warships Sardepia and Carlo Albert bombarded the assail¬ 
ants. A reconnaissance made at dawn showed that the country 
along the whole of the Italian front was free of the enemy. Accord¬ 
ing to special accounts from Tripoli the Turks attacked the Italian 
field works at 1 o’clock on the morning of the 10th. The search¬ 
lights of the warships, however, detected the Turks. The latter 
fought vigorously but were repulsed by heavy fire from marines in 
the trenches who received aid from the warships 

Reuter wired from Perim: The Suhan has sent his thanks 
to Imam Yahya for his promise of fidelity and offer of his services. 
The Sheik of Taw has cabled to the Sultan making a similar offer. 
Two battalions of infantry and some artilfeiy have left Taiz for 
SheikjSeyed 

Mr. Ameer Ali, writing to the Times, draws attention to the 
immense'fermentTn the Mussalmaif world resulting Jrum the Turko- 
Italian IVar. He' affirms that Italians are bent on giving the war 
a religious turn. As a member of the British Empire who lias worked 
for many years strengthening the bond* Of sympathy between the 
East and the West, he appeals to England to put an end to the one 
sided struggle. 

Reports of Turkish mobilization in Macedonia are causing 
increasing irritation in Bulgaria. It is announced in .Sofia that 
political circles there are by no means satisfied with Turkish 
assurances with reference to this mobilization, and it is believed 
that Bulgaria will demand the withdrawal of the troops in question 
The Italian Government has received news of a message (massau u ?) 
of thifly Italians who were working on the Hedjaz Railway. 

The landing of the first contingent of the Tripoli Expedition 
aL Tobruk, reported on the 10th instant, is considered to be the 
most important step in the campaign. Italians maintain that it gives 
Italy a port rivalling Birerta and Malta, commanding the trade routes, 
and being witbm a striking distance of the Suez Canal The hrst 
division of thJTripoli Expedition landed at noon without a hitcfe 
The Italian authorities at Benghazi have found evident showing 
11 to be the centre of on extensive arms trade from Sahara to Wadai. 
The Italians have taken the most stringent precaution to close the 
last inlet for aims from the Mediterranean A permanent gar ns on 
g r 19,000 men will be stationed at Tripoli. Munir Pasha, the 
Turkish Commander in Tripoli, is reported to be gathering forces 
in the Ghaiwu* Hills behind Tripoli, where he has provisions 
sufficient for six weelu. He apparently intends to Resist the Italians’ 
advance as long as possible, and thi'n gradually to retire to the 
Tunis frontier. The Maltese refugees returning to Tripoli are 
destitute. The Government has supplied them with rations tor 
three days, and this grant will be supplemented by contributions 
from the people. The remaining refugees will be supported from 
a fund which is being opened by newspapers pending their departure. 

It is stated authoritatively that the efforts of the Towers, 
especially of Got many, have been so successful that both Italy 
and Turkey have virtually agreed to on armistice, Turkey recog¬ 
nising the inevitahleness of the loss of Tripoli. Italy is continuing 
to send troops to Tripoli, but no hostilities are taking place. 'The 
Times states that it is reported m the city that the Turks have been 
laying mines in the neighbourhood of the Dardanelles. Altogether 
as Italian transports have arrived in Tripoli, protected by an immense 
chain of warships. The troops are being disembarked quietly. 
An Arab leader boarded the cruiser Pisa and tendered his submis¬ 
sion- He promised to do his utmost to induce other chiefs to 
recognise Italy. The inhabitants are returning to the towns. The 
Agent of the Ruboiflno Line of steamers has just received a 
arblcgimm front bit head office that the Italian Government has taken 
the neceswr » P" 3 *** "S*"* 41 * “TP®*!® the Mediter- 
mbm and the Red Seal The Italian mini f&viee between Aden 


and the Italian colony of Massana, which was provisionally suspended^ 
has restarted regular service. There is good reason to believe there 
will be no danger for the steamer Pubattmo which is to sail from 
Bombay on the 15th instant for Genoa and intermediate ports. 
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The Moslem Feeling in India. 

Tiyt.l’iWah Provincial Moslem League and Sufi Conference 
at Delhi have passed resolutions protesting against Italy's breach 
of International Law in commencing hostilities against Turkey 
and Urging Great Britaltfs intervention. The letter urge boycott of 
Italian articles. 

A mass meeting of Muhammadans was held at the Dadsfaahi 
Mosque, Lahore. Sirdar Muhammad Ah Kazilbash presided. ‘The 
speakers included, the Hon. Muhammad Shaft and several others. A 
resolution expressing indignation at Italy's high-banded action and 
indicating sympathy with Turkey and urging the boycott of Italian 
goods was passed 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Indian Red 
Crescent Society it was resolved to send the following telegram to 
the English Press: - 41 Moslems grateful to Lord Lamiqgton, 
Messrs Stead, Cox, Ameer Ali and the European Press. Hope 
their efforts will culminate in British intervention. 11 

Thr* following is a telegram from Comilla.-—The Muham¬ 
madans of Comilla assembled in a mosque on Friday evening 
and prayed for the success of Turkey and Moslem prestige. 

Prayers were offered in Lucknow mosques on the 6th instant 
for the speedy termination of the war and the success of Turkish 
arms. ■ 

At a mass meeting of the Mussalmans of Bankipore and 
Patna held at the Madrasa Mosque on Sunday the 8th instant the 
Hon Mr,. Maihitrul Haque denounced in vigorous language the outrage 
committed by Italy upon [slam. He characterised Italy’s action 
as pure and unadulterated brigandage Prayers were offered for 
the success of Turkish arms. 

A mass meeting of Moslems to protest against the Turko-Italian 
war was held un the 5th instant under the presidency of the 
Hon. Muhammad Abdul Kudus Badshah Sahib Bahadur. Tho 
proceedings were in Hindustani and the following resolutions 
were passed (1) That this meeting strongly condems the 
mest highhanded and unjustifiable action of Italy in respect 
of Tripoli and respectfully solicits the King-Emperor that 
our beloved Sovereign will be pleased to use hi* high 
influence in averting the progress of hostilities. (2) That mess¬ 
ages lie sent to the Foreign Minister, London, the Ggind 
of Turkey, and the Secretary of State for India, (j) That this 
meeting conveys us heartfelt thanks to the Press of .the world in 
general and to the British and the French Press in particular for their 
condemnation of Italy's action and sympathy with Turkey. (4) 

Thai this meeting strongly suggests that Moslems throughout 
the world should boycott Italian goods. The last resolution 
when declared carried created enthusiastic demonstration by caps 
being thrown regaidies* of their recovery. 

The following resolutions were passed at a meeting of the 
Council of the All-India Moslem League held on Saturday the 
7th instant. (1) The Council of the All-India Moslem League, 
voicing Lht feelings of Indian Mussalmans, places on record 
its deep abhorrence of Italy’s unjustiflable and high-handed section 
in Tripoli and her flagrant and unprecedented outrage on Inter¬ 
national morality, cordially sympathises with Turkey^ in lier un¬ 
deserved troubles and admies 'lifer magnanimity" and dignified * I 
attitude throughout the crisis and appeals to the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment to exercise its great and undoubted! influence as> the greatest 
Moslem power and the traditional ally uf Turkey in the cause of 
peace and put an end to an unjust and unconscionable war (a) 

The Coundt "of the League advises Mussalmans to keep a dignified 
attitude and place implicit confidence in the benevolence and good 
intentions of the Imperial Government and try to raise subscriptions 
for the relief of sufferers In the war. (3) The Council of the A 1 I- 
India Moslem League expects Moslems throughout the country to 
boycott Italian goods of all kinds 

An Amritsar correspondent writes: An influential meeting of 
the Muhammadan of Amritsar was held on 4th instant under the 
presidency of the Hon Khan Bahadur Usaf Shah at the Vakil 
Office. The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

That this meeting strongly protests against the unjustifiable and 
aggressive attitude of Italy and views its conduct as a breach of the 
peace of the world. That the meeting prays the British Govern¬ 
ment which is looked upon as the greatest Islamic power to help 
Turkey against the unprovoked and unjust attack of Italy and 
having regard to the feelings and sympathies of her Moslem subjects 
in India to endeavour her utmost in averting war and bloodshed. 

That this meeting earnestly hopes that in the interest of inter¬ 
national peace the British Government will not interfere with drawee 
passage of Turkish troops to Tripoli .through Egypt That this 
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maedng heartily supports the views expressed by the Right Hon. 
Syed Ameer All, the recognised leader of the Indian Muhamma¬ 
dans, ir. the London Times concerning Turko-ltalian affairs That 
this meeting urges the Moslehi community to offer prayers for the 
Turkish triumph. . 

A public meeting of Bombay Muhammadans was held on the 
evening of the 10th instant in the Anjuman+Isiam hall, Bombay, 
to express indignation at the action of Italy in declaring war. Sir 
Currirnbhoy Ibrahim, Bart., was voted to the chair The hall was 
crowded. The moved the first 

resolution which expressed nigh indignation at the aggressive 
and outrageous fiction of Italy in declaring *n unjust war against 
Turkey and occupying Tripoli against glT <-ancms of International 
Law. The resolution was seconded ip different languages and 
carried unanimously. Mr. Ka?i Kahirtfddm then proposed that 
having regard to the fact that Great Britain has the largest number 
of Muhammadans under her sway and that some of her ministers 
have consistently followed a pro-Islainic policy and m particular 
have supported Turkey this mepting considers n highly desirable 
and earnestly hopes that Great Britain would use herTje'.t efforts to 
pq$jfUl e nd IQ the waf. The resolution Was carrieff ‘Oirthe fnotmn 
of Mr. Mia Muhammad Jan Muhammad Chholan:, it was resolved to 


empower the managing committee of the Anjuman-UTs&m to raise 
subscriptions to help the families of those kilted and wounded and 
others rendered destitute by the war. Mr. Chhotani announced 
amidst cheers, that Sir Currirnbhoy Ibrahim, Mr. Suliototi Cassini 
Mitha and himself had each subscribed Rs. 5,000 towards this 
fund and that other subscriptions amounting to over Its^,000 
had been promised On the motion of Haji Ismail it was resolved^ 
to boycott Italian goods. It was further resolved to approach the 
Government of India requesting them to take steps whereby food 
for Hajees might retch its destination and not be stopped at Aden. 

A special raeeting of (Jbe^Roard^JDui^tors of the Juma Mosque 
<JT' IWTlITTJay^^ helcI on Friday, the Sttrinstantf under the 
chairman-ship of Kazi Shariff Muhammad Saleh Londay, J P., Kazi 
of Bomliay, when a Resolution condemning Italy's action and 
asking for Jfeitudi intervention was unanimously adopted/ Telegrams 
were forwarded to His Imperial Majesty’s Prime Minister in 
London and copies of the same to the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and to the Secretary of State for India and to 
His Excellency the Viceroy and to His Excellency the Governor 
of linmb.iy, as well as to the Home Member of the Government 
of India at Simla 
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The Seat of War. 


Press Opinion. 


The “ Times of India.” 

( Ifr THE sixteenth'and seventeenth centuries the Tripolitan pirates 
wen the tenor and scourge of trie Mediterranean and it was not 
until half the states of luiropu had senr fleers to bombard their 
capital that these pirates were exterminated After a long interval it 
has been determined to rovivo (he extinct industry of piracy, and 
\ Italy has determined to recreate the glones of the Robbers' Rock 
' and to establish herself in Tiipolii She is not displaying any great 
amount of bravery in this, and her great naval superiority over 
Turkey (e beipg used for the most port foi blockade and escort work j 
a landing has been effected at Benghazi in TujKili and at Prevcra 
on the western coast of Turkey, and there has been a small affair 
off Durauo a town farther north on the same coart of Turkey, 
jijln expeditionary force of 55,000 men h hemg despatched to Tripoli 
frmy jts mpiipbera—whoM l Ameer All ims remindedl ug, 
taEJ&ttWly Christian nation^ have received hurried instruction^ 
"with a v view **Wth&* iga p pfrriffe the customs and religion of the 
inhabimnts of Tripoli. That is the situation as we write, so far as 
the combatants are concerned The other Powers are offidilly 
indifferent spectators, but Get many is making attempts to keep the 
ring. We do not understand, however, how the area of conflict 
between these two Peweh could be extended unless Italy has 
designs on other parts of the Turkish Empire or, which h more 
probable, Turkey makes a counter attack on the Italian possesmoos 
to Eastern Africa. If we leaves those contingencies out of consider- 
it MW impossible, in spite of the valorous declarations of 


the Yuung Turk*, that the war can go on. The wcaWte of Turkey 
ut sea is a fatal obstacle to her success. But if other Powers follow 
Italy's example there is, of course, no limit to the area that may be 
affected. The strengthening of the Turkish troop along the 
Greek frontier suggests that fears are enteitained of the Cretan 
question being raised again and that, if it should cured, 
Turkey will promptly overawe her troublesome little corsair. Tim 
Prc*s Oi.,Europe ts almqst. unjteil m 11s hosiiliry*tqwaids Italy, in 
England, papers so long-suffering as the Daih News and Wesimms^ 
(ir Gazetti h^ve become as critical as any bf Sir Edward Grey 
Even his most fervent supporters have atiart dimoyered the WrffKw- 
nesSf rvf Alf Mtnikteft tltfims to be a statesman. 
office with a crest reputation which rested on nothing mare aoSo 
than the adulation' of Rib admirers ; he has done nothing tp jpastUy 
that reputation. Politically he hi tike tire tfthid man 4 
Who would not, with too confident a tone, 

Declare the nose upon bis face his owcl v 
As a fervent worshipper at tfie shrine qf the Jumping cat he 
lately emerged'before the public as a devoted adhpiw jb |he 
principle of arbitration. Others had done so j&id ftp tnomH h * 
corieCl to follow ftuit. But dmxflyjjfcre k$fe ( 

forW^itriUon •» ever existed and when Turkey 1 

Powers tostop neelgs bloodshed^ 

fti ih* triegniM up to the present r . But to one tptpd $B TS«»ra| 
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1 TJttrkey iAjikflW«Jo h*ve the best oC the fight, as in the.disputes with 
j vAQca. Turkey, according to the modem doctrine, must never be 
j Allowed to assert her rights : she is the butt of Europe, fair game 
1 for any who feel disposed to rob or molest her. That is the 
j t GhdstOttian doctrine of Turkey the “great anti-human power," 
i whidl'fflaRem Radicals try to keep alive, thinking that by so doing 
I they display Gladstonian force; whereas as a fact they only Diav into 
themands of Continental rivals. 

In the face of these troubles, of Italy as a licensed pirate and 
of European Cabinets as rather bored onlookers, Turkey is be¬ 
having with commendable restraint Her public men have been 
schooled in adversity: her populace is bthaving with far greater 
tranquillity and composure than that of Italy. Nor is this Turkish 
Attitude a manifestation of the Muhammadan submission to fate. 
There is well-founded hope in it which may well increase, for the 
resignation of the Turkish Cabinet is probably the best thing that 
could happen for Turkey It contained some men of ability, but 
as a whole was unequal to the task of facing troubles in Arabia, 
Macedonia and Albania, upon all of which the Tripoli affair was 
suddenly superimposed. Its prestige had gone and its only hope 
of regaining it lay in the chance that it might be able to sr ore a 
diplomatic victory over Italy in these negotiations. rWIih right on 
its side d was no doubt justified ui taking the n-dc, bit 7 t '"reckoned 
on Italy acting with at least a pretence pF conforming to the customs 
of civilised nations, jt had, of course, forgotten that Matbuyelh is 
what Lord Acton called a constant aqd contemporary influence, and 
not a vanSliidg t yfic.) "Of'lhe new Cabinet we have not yet received 
full details. Said Pasha is appointed Grand \171e1 and Kiamil 
Pasha becomes Foreign Minister and the return of these “ rider 
statesmen 11 is significant. They are not likely to accept office, even 
in a great emergency, without an understanding from the Committee 
that there will be no more of that interference with the internal 
administration of Turkey which has hitherto hampered progress 
under the new rfame. Kuimd Pasha, when he was Grand Vm e r 
in 1909, matched himself against the Commutec of Union and 
Progres|-but found that unconstitutional body too strong For him 
and he fcas ousted from power. We do not inugrie that tfa. 
venerable statesman would fare the possibility of being again 
thrown over, and from this circumatinee we are encouraged 
to hope that the Committee is to be subjidinau. to the 
Government. If on the other hand Turkey is to be ruled by a 
disorganised Committee at Salonika, instead of by a constitutional 
Government at Constantinople, there is little hope fur the 

country 
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The “Advocate of India.’* 

Italy has qoinuutted.a breach of faith, and with the facts, 
before us we find ourselves in agreement with the British and con¬ 
tinental press in their denunciation of her action A week ago 
Italy raised a clear issue conceit mg Tripoli, staling that her only 
desire was that she should hi; arr orded equal terms with other 
Powers in Tripoli and affirming m IV most definite manner that 
she had no designs on hinterland of Tripoli. Furthermore, 
some weeks earlier an Ilulian deputy, f/r. Beoi*delU Comeno, con 
tributed a remarkable article to ffie Vienm Neu? Fi*ie Prm in 
which he declared that Italy had pretensions in Tripoli, that the 
Italian Government intended to open negotiations with Turkey 
and would, with her acquiescence, and urd tr acknowledgment* 
of Turkish suzerainty in Ynpu'i, occupy that piovrmc in ihe 
same manner as France had occupied Morocco It was added 
that Indy had “sounded.” the,lW^ and that Austria-Hungary 
alone ’*had pul fojward friendly obj^ctiga tg the Suitability of the 
prc^tlnornentTor fusing the question/' Meanwhile, there had 
been considerable * 1 excitement in Constantinople where the I'res* 
had definitely charged Italy with seeking .» monopoly over every 
kind of enterprise to be undertaken tor llie dcvricymient of Tripoli 
andCyretukica A Turkish rejoinder was not lotig 111 cnrmng and 
lit was stated that Turkey would not agree to the Italian proposals 
“Any Ottoman Govemmcut which dared to yield in this direction 
would,” a high Turkish authority declared, “ be swept out uf exis 
tence at once. The fate uf Tripoli must be decided by Tjrkcy 
herself and not by the great Poweis for Tripoli is a Turkish 
province.” 

Now this belt lady with two alternatives If the Vienna article 
WU uptmjb she f^ould &gqe an official denial. if, on the o|jier hand, 
it accu^^ly repfesedtdd |ier pdsjjtion, it rested with her to justifyrher 
(taraped^tion* Wbiii action di<l sbfs fake? She chose the first, 
juidoniith September a semi-official Note was issued in Rome 
iledfflitifeftiAt “thereIs no "foundation whatever the ‘suggestion 
rat forward by the Italian deputy, I)r. Bcnedetti Comeno, in the 
Np*e Frtit Press* that Italy was contemplating action with regard 
loTripoli and has been sounding the other Powers as to their 
atutfide.” And a few days later the Rome Tn&una, a quasi-official 
organ, saidt— 

1 a Several foreign papers publish telegram* from Constantinople 

1 declaring that Italy ua ptit forward, ana is maimatTimg, claims 
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to a monopoly over every kind of enterprise to lie undertaken 
for the development of Tripoli and Cyrcnaica. The Turkish 
Government is well aware that this is false, and that, if a series of 
questions of increasing seriousness has arisen between the Porte 
and the Italian Government, its origin and motives do not lie 
in any such absurd pretensions on the port of Italy. The Italian 
Government does not desire economic monopoly, but merely equit¬ 
able treatment for Italian interests, and has protested against the 
persistent obstructionist action taken against those interests. Natu¬ 
rally, the Italian Government will never allow its citizens and Italian 
economic interests to be planed iu an inferior position to others in 
Tripoli The false reports imputing to Italy monopolist aims and 
intentions tend to excite Antipathy for and mistrust of Italy and her 
designs—an antipathy and mistrust in no way warranted by the 
conduct of Italy, clear, precise and sincere.” 

On the 22nd September the same paper declared that it was 
authorized to slate in a most explicit manner that the Italian* 
Government had no intention of ever laising lhc question of claims 
in the hinterland of Tripoli 

Meanwhile Turkey has been most explicit in her contention 
tliat all nations hud equal trading privileges in Tripoli and she 
significantly added to one such declaration that “if Italy docs 
not seek territorial rectification, or a protectorate, or a preferential 
position, then the removal of the present tension is very easy." 
Italy replied to this by despatching an ultimatum which declared 
that the Italian grievances were —“ Constant Turkish hostility to 
enterprises and disregard of all remonstrances respecting disorder 
and neglect in Tripoli " The note declared that Italy had 
decided to occupy TrqKjli Cyrcnaiui and wound up wilh the 
cynical observation that Italy trusted that the Turks would jive 
orders for ihc occupation not to bo opposed Subsequent agree' 
mcnl, would be mode for a definite settlement Italy asked for 
a rrpl) within twenty-four hours Turkey decided not to oppose the 
Indian landing and, formally replying to the Rome despatch, express¬ 
ed surprise at ihe action of Italy mid hoped she would desist from 
the mc.iMires conicmpfa'ui The reply further emphasised Turkey's 
ilu-ure lor :i settlement. o< pend’iig ufaur^ und promised to protect 
Italians, ,and suspend military measures during the negotiations. 
So far as it is possible to judge from the summary of the Italian 
ultimatum rubied by Reuter, Turkey conceded the only demand 
made, naiiu-y, nut 10 oppose the Italian landing, and also 
promised to protein Lhc Italians in the country Italy's next 
step can only be described as aina/ing. She officially announces 
that 11 as Turkey h.u? not acceded 10 ltal>\ demands a state of war 
prevails 11 and oar latest telegrams to-day announce that she haa 
altiady opened hostilities 111 real earnest 

It i> difficult to see the end of the Lruuhfa; indeed, the only 
things that stand out clearly are the facts that Itdy is the aggressor, 
that Lhc two g icvancn she nnli.d in her despatch to Consfantinopte 
were scarce justilicitton lor her belligerent action, and that 
by her melhods of “negotiation” .she hji evoked an outbuial 
of syui|al!i> with the Turks It is also extremely difficult to 
understand the indifference uf our ‘ own Foreign. Office, and 
journals at Home of such opposite schools as the Dailv News and 
the Daily Graphic arc united in their view uf Sit Edward Grey's 
policy. Some journals “dwell on the perilous enterprise upon 
which Italy is end, irking, and which, they declare, involves the 
danger of a European con Migration, if Turkey takes reprisals in the 
Balkans. They also refer to the pi evocation of Islam which would 
result, declaring that such provocation would bo specially serious 
foi ft Muhaminidan power like Britain.” Other pipers do not hesitate 
to apply to Italian action the strongest epithets, one going so far os 
to describe toe ultimatum is “ this cynic al, brutal aggression and t 
act of puacy '* 1 '' 1 * * - , 


The “Madras Standard.” 

Wje will not dignify the present conflict between Italy and 
Turkey with the name of a “ war.” Turkey has not yet taken the 
field and Italy landed aL Trqroli after what we might say a mere 
demonstration and waste of powder and shot. When Turkey's 
preparations are complete and the plan of her campaign is laid out, 
thru we shall have something approaching to a war. Meanwhile 
there is still some probability of hostilities being terminated by 
intervention if only to clear the European atmosphere of the conta 
gion of war feyer, which might lead to undesirable complications. 
Already Greece is reported to be mobilising two battalions in response 
to Turkish activity in Epirus. The war fever in Italy is reported to 
have reached a high pitch These arc the kinds of complications 
which cause some anxiety. But we are' sure a precipitation of a 
general conflict will be guarded agaiusl by the powers and in the 
event of any such probability the Powers may find it prudent, in the 
interests of European peace, to interfere And bring about a pacific 
conclusion. 
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Turkey Re-vidted: Three Years of 
Revolution, and Aftdr. 



. Bv*W. T. Stead. 


' f 2jrd July tgit. 

I —THE PfeTB OF THE REVOLUTION. 

I was wakened this morning early by the sweet, weird) throb- 
omg music of the Turkish national match. My window overlooks 
the main road leading past the British Embassy to the Taksim 
”*■***•, * up and looked oat A regiment of Turkish 
m " c * , w , g order, were following their band up 
«, Ilf khaki, with putties and knapsacks 

ana great-coats. Some carried behind the knapsack the brightly 
pumisned brass vessel in which they cook their food. After 
etch company of fifty men rode an officer on horseback. The 
whole regiment moved with the precision of a machine. Here 
was none of the pomp and panoply and circumstance of glorious 
war. I saw in motion^ a section ready ior instant action of the 
manslayiriflf "met'KAhib&i "which for more taan five centuries has 
enabled the Ottoman I'urk to hold his own against Christendom. 
There was nothing here of' the familiar, romantic and picturesque* 
savagery of the Moslem hordes which swept in fury over Eastern 
Europe, irresistible until it recoiled before the walls or Vienna. 
But here were the men, the same tough material out of which 
successive Sultans had carved the scimitar which made them 
the terror of the work). Young men they were almost entirely 
—none over twenty-five—save the officers, and few of the officers 
were beyond middle age. Well set up they were; brown of 
face, spare of figure, they marched with a steady stride of the 
music of their band If these men can shoot as well as they 
can march, if these officers can lead as well us they can ride 


and—Which is perhaps the most important of all—if the Govern¬ 
ment refrains from waiting them in unnecessary campaigns against 
tribes which only ask to be left alunc, this Turkish army will 
be an important factor in the politics of the near future 

The Ottoman Turk has been five hundred years in Europe 
arid he Lifts developed no kind of capacity but that of the fight¬ 
ing man, He has neither been author, sculptor, painter, inventor, 
nor indeed anything but a first-class lighting man. He is wiry, 
tough, frugal, sober, capable of enduring privation, amenable to 
discipUhe, and, in his own way, religious enough to observe his 
Casts and say his prayers and die cheerfully, with a good hope 
that it is well with him beyond. By the sword he won his way 
into Europe, by the sword he returns his position, by the sword 
be will lose it. As the cat said to the fox in the fable, she 
only knew one trick lo escape the dogs, but her device of getting 
up a tree was worth all Reynard's hundred devices So it is 
the Turk's one talent- a calm, business-like readiness to kill or 


ft be killed—which has made him a match for a’l the cleverer 
nations that surrounded him. His capacity in rlmt hue is his 
one talent. Nor has he ever let it remain hidden in a napkin 
Whether with scimitar or repeating rifle, this one thing he does, 
and does it well. 

So inveterate is his devotion to his solitary art that when 
there was a revolution lo be made, a Parliament to be created 
and a Constitution to be proclaimed, it was the army who did it. 
And if, as some fear, the Constitution in abolished and Parliament 
dissolved end despotic rule restored, it is the army that will bo 
employed to do the job. First, last, and all the time, th< 
Turkish Em pile is the back garden of a barracks It wa^, 
therefore, but in accordance with the fitness ol things that th? 
f6te of the Revolution should be first and foremost a military 
spectacle, and that it should be celebrated round the Column 
of the Cannon. State Tamerlane's mound of skulls and similar 
mounds, which tlie Ottoman Turk reared here and there in 
Europe, there is nothing so n&kcdly, brutally (notary as the 
monument which the Turks set up to commemorate the triumph of the 
Constitution. The Arc de Trlomphe and the Vendomc column in 
Paris are memorials of victorious war; hut the art of the architect is 
uaed to give a beauty, u dignity, a splendour to the soldier's 
work. Not so with the Turks. To commemorate the triumph 
of liberty they erected upon a solid pedestal a gigantic reproduce 
tion in stone of a modern cannon Now a cannon has its uses 
in the field of battle, but this monster stone-imiution of a 
field-gun with its open muzzle pointed skywards, as K, like 
Nimrod, who has vanquished* all rivals on earth, it would wage 
war on heaven- was there ever a more crude or ugly memorial 
erected by man ? Yet there it stand? to this day, and there the' 
Turkish Ministers and representatives of all arms or the Turkish 
army assembled to commemorate the triumph of the Constitution. 
How characteristically Turkish! Below the pedestal on which 
the breech of the skyward-pointed cannon is resting there is a 
mausoleum, in which are preserved as a national heirloom the 
remains of the soldiers of liberty who perished in the Revolution. 
Four officers shot by their own men when the counter-revolution 
broke out were buried here as Revolutionary heroes. Afterwards 
others were added. I hope that in the near future it may not 
ho necessary to enlarge the mausoleum. 
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When! emerged from the small and crowdedefcam^ 
wafts of which were inscribed m Arabic mats from ftr Koran 
appropriate to the martyrs of Hbextv, whose death whs to enable 
the Turk to spring at a bound to the forefront oftbe constitt&bnftl 
and civilised nations of the world, I way suddenly Hung hack accost 
the centuries. Immediately outside the entrance to the qumoo- 
crowned mausoleum of the Revolutionary heroes, in the midyt of 
an apathetic crowd of gaily uniformed officers and white turmuoed 
Moslem clergy, there stood «a butcher with a long keen knife in 
his hand which dripped with blood. At his feet, writhing in die 
death agony, kicked and shuddered his beautiful white rams with 
gilded horns, whose throats had been cut right across. The blood 
was pouring out of the half-decapitated trunk, the end of the 
hideous soured windpipe protruded from the head, while Dmu 
the reeking trunk came feint shuddering gasps as the air from the 
labouring lungs forced its way through the blood The poor animals' 
were lying on their sides kicking convulsively. The butcher 
wiped the bloody blade upon the snowy wool of bis victims, and 
then, as il impatient they were such an unconscionable long time 
in dying, he seized the head or one, and pressing it backward tried 
to break its neck. Failing in this he took the point of his kmfc 
and tried to pierce the spinal marrow, with but little better success. 
The only result was to increase the shuddering convulsions of the 
ram. Gradually, howevei, os the life-blood ebbed the evidence 
of life became extinct. And the two sacrifices lay side by side m their 
gore, to the glory of God and for the cause of charity to the poor. 


I asked a Young Turk about the loathly spectacle. 11 It ia 
religion/' he said, “and besides that, it is a work of chanty, 
for the flesh of the sacrifices is given io the poor." No Turkish 
function is complete without such sacrifices. Without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission of sin, says the Old Book, older 
even than the Koran. Here then was the shedding of blood. Here 
was the cannon with its muzzle reared on high. It was the Turkish 
Empire in a microcosm. The religion of the Asian desert and 
the weapon ul modern war—that is the Church and State of the 
Ottomans yesterday, today and for ever. To find them both 
united m celebration of the latest bom of Constitution)fiosed on 
revolutionary theories of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity was- 
a somewhat startling experience 


11 This will destroy that," said Victor Hugo in Afo trr Deme, 
pointing Iroin the printed page to the great caLhedral which 
embodied rhe religious faith of Catholic France. Will this Consti¬ 
tution be equally fatal to this religion winch sacrifices rams at the 
foot of the Cannon monument? Who knews? The two can 
hardly livo together in the same house So many are saying, so* 
some are fearing Militarism and the Koran are strange supporters 
of a Constitution based on the rights of man and the teachings 
of Auguste ( omte 


II.—THE MIRACLE OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 

Muhammad in the Koran ]>erperually renews the fanh of h ij. 
followeri and stimulates their enthusiasm by recounting the miraculous 
victories which God had enabled them to win over their enemies. 
None of the victories of Islam in Us earliest days Afforded such 
manifest and unmistakable signs of the protecting hand of Allah 
os are to be found in the success of the Young Turks in thetr 
campaign against Abdul Hamid. The Salo&ica Committee had 
fifteen shillings uiths treasury. In Constantinople the Revolutionary 
exchequer had exactly ten shillings when the Commute*, declared 
war upon the Sultan, who was also Caliph of Islam, che sole lord 
of the lives of twenty-four millions of subjects, whose empire 
stretched from the Persian Gulf to the Adriatic The Committee 
consisted of a mere handful, not enough to fi'l the ranks of 
a single regiment of young men inexperienced in affairs of all 
manner or conflicting enthusiasms. r 

Never did a tinier David go forth with a snug and a stone 
against a mightier Goliath Besides the disaffected officers 
cored little for their Constitution, they had nothing to rely upon 
beyond the possible support of the most heterogeneous conglo¬ 
meration of antagonistic elements the world has ever seen. They 
hod no foreign Power to help them. They were even theft 
by no means united in their own counsels. Rut, as the mail 
of the world would say, they “pulled it off by a most extraordinary 
fluke." A combination of almost inconceivable coincide nce* 
aided them. Be it so. But to the simpler mind of the ordinary, 
man, Christian or Moslem, it would be more natural to attribute 
their success, as Cromwell attibitfed the success df his Ironsides, 
to die manifest interposition of the outstretched hand,of God 
11 Ho must be a very heathen/' said the Lord Protector, u whft 
does not recognise this." 

The Young Ttarka overturned a sovereign whose Empire 
had a revenue of twenty*ix millions a year, although their own 
military chest did not contain ten dplfera It reminds one of 
Ttncred’s saying in Disraeli’s novel) "Hie Persian. Assyrian and 
Babylonian monarchies might be gained in the menunglrith 
feith and the flourish of a sabre.” flat, howeve^Lwas hot the 
smallest part of the miracle. It is much easier to.overthrow a 
despotism than it is to found a Constitution, It JsSno « ffiUftlf 
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of all to Mi a Constitution bv the aid of men who do not 
belfovo ® * Constitution. But that is what the Turkish revo- 
Ubajstl actoaDj acoomp Bi hod. 

% Those were probably never more than a hundred genuine 1 
Vfliirt £ Turks, mailing thereby men who believed or understood 
thf meaning Constitutionalism. Tney were the men who, reared 
in Weateroidras, conceived the noion of exploiting the popular 
«nd military d"*™** "* io the cause of revolutionary Liberalism. 
By themselves they were powerless. But behind them were forces 
which, if they could but be persuaded to act in concert, might be 
irresistible. Of these forces by far the most powerful, and indeed 
the only one which counted for anything effective, was the discontent 
’a the army. This Was primarily professional and personal, with 
the thi^q it possible veneer of Liberalism. There is no doubt 
that the whole body of younger officers were in latent revolt against 
the existing system which confined promotion to those who were 
in favour with the Sultan's clique of favourites. It is as little open 
to quettion that this discontent was stimulated by a genuine desire 
to see the Empire rescued from the hands of an incompetent and 
cowardly ruler. But no one will seriously maintain that for consti¬ 
tutional principles as such, for parliamentary government, for all 
the Western shibboleths, there was one young officer in a hundred 
who cared a straw. The officers wm. Tutks and Moslem* ia, a 
man. They had been bom and bred io an a t m o s p here in whkci 
the uotion of equality between the dominant Turkish Mussulman 
and the Christum rayab can oO ttiCWW exist Than a similar notion as 
to the equality of black men and white can exist in the mind of 
a South AjrSran.Bqer. They were men of the ruling caste, like 
OUT Anglo-Tudian. officers. Vet the handful of Young Turks, 
saturatedwith the ideas of the French Revolution, succeeded m 
exploiting this military discontent in the interest of the Constitution 
which defiantly asserts the equality of races and creeds. They 
persuaded the officers that it was necessary to pay this homage to 
Western ideas in order to secure the support of the Armenian 
Revolutionists and the Bulgarian bands whose alliance was necessary 
to the movement. Thai someone might discover they had been 
duped after the Sultan was overthrown was probable. The Young 
Turks migh t combine the various elements of disaffection when 
they were confronted by a common enemy. When that enemy was 
out of the way it would be soon enough to quarrel os to which 
of the allies should be thrown over. 

Behind the military discontent there was, of course, the 
general feeling of dissatisfaction and unrest among the masses of 
the suffering peasantry. That, however, is a force which is as 
constant as it is impotent It operates like atmospheric pressure 
in all revolutions But unless it is concentrated on one object 
at a given time i* is wasted. Of a similar nature was the 
general discomfort occasioned by the despotic system of Abdul 
Hamid. But the better-to-do classes, who were the chief 
sufferers, had borne it for thirty years, and they would have borne 
k for as long * a the Sultan lived hod it not been for the Young 
Turks and their allies the Jews—herr, as elsewhere, the main¬ 
spring of much revolutionary activity. The battering ram of 
military revolt was hurled n^unsi Abdul Hamid by a Junta of 
enthusiastic freethmkinj; Positivists and astute Jews, who were, 
perhaps, le*« idealistic in their calculations. Tn return for their 
clever engineering of the Revolution they w?re allowed to name # 
their price. That price was the Constitution. The soldiers 
paid the price stipulated with reserves, uttered or unexpressed 
Men whose minds were incapable of realising the existence 
of a Turkish Empire that was not based upon the dominance 
of the conquering Moslem assented half unthinkingly to the 
wholesale application nT the principles of Western democracy to 
Turkey of unlay' The Young Turks had their dunce, they 
adzed it; and although their military allies may tav* sometimes 
reed the bargain they made, they have at least, not yet gone 
further than to insist that the military expenditure of the Empire 
dull not be controlled by the Chamber. How much longer 
the compact will last remains to be seen. But that is the way 
in which the miracle of the twentieth century was accomplished. 
The Constitution was as much a caut efitat of arbitral sni as 

3 coup dbat in history. It was imposed upon a people which 
not know what it meant by a mere handful of Positivists 
jMyrt Jews using for their purpose the formidable and irresistible 
instrument of a military revolt. They got rid of Abdul Hamid's 
system without a Wow; they got rid of Abdul Hamid himself by 
ie^turing the counter-revolution which the Saltan paid for 
mm. the dericab of Islam merited, and three years after their first 
victory they am still nominally In the saddle. At the Monument 
of dm os the ftte day Of the Revolution, Mahmoud 

fhriW Falk who id Minuter of War ia chief of the army, 
jH toakd to iff Mi oll csn to pledge him their word that they 
arid every force which might attack then 
With rate voice the assembled officers 
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III.—THE GREAT FIRE. 

When waiting for the march past on the ffite day I was accosted 
by an elderly officer in uniform, who speaking excellent English, 
introduced himself as M. Szechyeni, a Hungarian, who, after learning 
the art and science of fire-i^ting under Captain Shaw in London, 
was now in charge of the fire brigade in Constantinople. He said 
fires were constantly breaking out; he had five or sue the previous 
night Stamboul, the Turkish city, being chiefly built of wood, 
was peculiarly subject to fires, especially in the dry season. I little 
thought as I gossiped with M. Srechjeni that before nightfall I should 
be afforded so terrible an illustration of the dangers he had constantly 
to face The dashing drive of a fire brigade through the crowded 
streets of London or of New York is one of the most thrilling incid¬ 
ents in city life. But the steam or motor driven fire-eugines, or eveiW 
the galloping horses of the days that are passing, cannot compare for 
weird romantic excitement with the rush of the Turkish fire brigade 
when the alarm 19 raised and the fire-fighters are mobilised for 
action. Preceded by men carrying flaring flambeaux high overhead, 
the men of the fire brigade run on foot through the street. Their 
red unpeaked helmets—M. Szechyeni explained that no peaked hats 
of any kind are tolerated in Turkey, as the peak prevents the proper 
performance of the ntual of devotion—with their black veils stream¬ 
ing behind for the protection of their necks, gives them a quaint 
resemblance to the warriors of ancient Babylon. Some of them 
carry a force pump, a horse cart conveys the hose, and then, to 
erown all, comes the pelting charge of the volunteers, bare-footed, 
bare-legged and bare-headed, wearing little more than a combination 
of a gaily-coloured sweater and drawers of the same colour As 1 
witnessed the charge of the Are brigade down the hill of Fera for the 
first Lime it seemed to me more like the ojd time style of “ Turkish 
charge ” than the parade ground discipline of the modern Ottoman 
army. 

The fire brigade took part in the march past, not as firemen, 
but as an armed force, carrying rifles and cartridges. It was incon¬ 
gruous, but Turkish. All civil force to be respected must be at 
tunes converted into a man slaying instrument. But for this diver¬ 
gence of civil agencies from their proper duties they pay a price, and 
the price is high. The money pahl for the rifles of the firemen 
would have bought a floating fire-pump which could pour the inex 
haustible water of the Bosphorus upon the fires of StambouL But 
as it is spent on rifles, the floating fir- pump cannot be bought, and 
Stamboul burns. 

The Rite of the Revolution was celebrated all over Constanti¬ 
nople by the usual popular rejoicings natural to the populations of 
' great cities. There was a great display of bunting, red and white— 
the Constitutional colours predominating. The Red Flag, .with th$ 
Crescent and the Star in white, met rhe eye at every turn With it 
was often the green flog which seems to be equally dear to the 
Irishman, the pious Moslem, and the Esperantist The illuminations 
were in the simple old style which has gone out in countries whme 
electnc light and gas supply our needs, but which, I t onfess, seem 
to me more effective than much of the Coronation illumination 
Here and there, especially opposite military establishments, rude 
trium phal arches of unplatted deal were put up across the street and 
covered with smal 1 lamps. There were a few processions to the 
Monument of the Revolution, on hoise and foot, with the usual 
display of banners, and a fair allowance of bands, both brass and 
drum and fife. There was not a tom tom anywhere to be heard, 
save here and there in a low class concert-room in the shimbs of 
StambouL In the evening the whole population turned out to see 
the illuminations and to enjoy the excitement of the crowd The 
displays of fireworks were chiefly confined to the letting-off of 
squibs and kindling of fairy lights by small boys and girls in the 
street. Up the Bosphorus there were more ambitious displays, 
but in town the occasional cracker, the sparkling starlight, and 
the bright blare or nitrate of strontia supplied the simple needs 
of the masses. 

pera, where I am staying, is on the European side of the 
Bosphorus, divided from the Turkish city of Stamboul by the 
Golden Horn, which is crossed by two bridges. The Government 
Offices, the Sublime Porte, the Seraskerat, the Commission of the 
Debt, and all the great mosques axe in Stamboul, which is 
said to have a population of over a million souls, lodged for 
the most part in houses built of wood with wooden roofs. 
It was here where, on the afternoon of the file day, in¬ 
cendiarism or accident provided an illumination on a far vaster 
scale than any pyrotechnist dreamed of. The firemen had 
hardly disembarrassed themselves of their rifles and the 
cartridges on their return from the review when the wild, weird, 
thriDtng cry Of 11 Fire Irang through the streets. Fires had broken 
out m two or three places u Stamboul and were spreading fast 
They reined considerable bold before the fire brigade could be got 
into actio, and then it wee too tote. A wind springing up from 
the north tet swept the fire before it With a fury nothing could 
teBsttnd It ngea with unabated intensity for more than fifteen 
hours. When it died out 7,000 bouses lay in ruins and 100,000 
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• Wke of <rJ»ef> I had never aeen before, end which I dneenfo 
bqpe I may never »ee again. In the immediate foreground, in 
the aopes of Pern, the European city gleamed in long parallels 
of lighted windows down to the Golden Horn. All the shipping 
in the port was illuminated. The Regie, the Government tobacco 
monopoly on the Stamboul side, was brilliantly decorated with 
Imperial devices picked out with innumerable lights. Far above 
from the dark blue sky a few stars wfcre looking down upon the 
gaily decorated city, from whose sheets rose now And then the 
merry *ound of children's lau/nter ,and the distant strains of 
music. It would have been difficult (jnr painter or poet lo conceive 
a scene more fairy-like in its beauty/more fascinating in its 
suggestion of jocund mirth than the great amphitheatre sloping down 
towards the Golden Horn, which scintillated with innumerable stars. 

Hut all this witching scene is but as the setting of a spectacle of 
horror. For before one the whole southern sky flared to the zenith 
with golden clouds lund with the glow of a fiery furnace which flamed 
below. In the dajtime, as I observed at noon when another fire broke 
out near the water’s edge, the smoke shows black in the sun, while 
the flames bite out, as it were from the blackness, red mouthfuls of 
lire. Hut at night all the smoke was transfigured into a vast swelling 
translucent cloud of gold that rose and rose continuously as from thu 
depths below house alter house crashed down in mins, sending up 
great columns of vivid flame The cloud was * (instantly in movement, 
lull it miutinul rooled to its base. It was a great flag of lire waving 
in ihe wind, signal of tumble import, of incalculable human suffer¬ 
ing now in any case, and possibly much mure hereafter. 

And as 1 stood fascinated, looking upon the gieut my with the 
lire eating out her heart—for Lhe Military General Staff, the vat ol 
the brain of the army whir h is an Empire, was hla/ing like a furnace 
— l iould not help recalling the ajioralypuc vision of the fall of 
Babylon, when all lhe kings of the earth bewailed and lamented for 
the great cily " when they saw lh< smoke or the burning, standing afur 
off for the Tear of her torment'., saying, Alas, alas, that great city 
Babylon, that mighty city, for in one hour is thy judgment c omu. 
And an many as trade liy sea stood afar tiff, and fried when they saw 
tile Mnukc of her burning, Mt)mg, What t ly is like unto lhis great 
city, yet in om hour she is made desolate Foi in her wu, found 
lhe blood of prophets and of Mints and ol all tint were shun upon 
the earth.’’ There, like Lin* mater of a huge volcano, Stamboul 
blazed houi after houi. The flames, measured by the map, stretched 
in unbroken line lor twelve miles along the sky-line. There acre 
two active centres, hut the smoke and flame Irom cadi centre joined 
hands in the midst. The vast dome of the Suleiman mosque, with 
its four skndt-r minarets, stood out in bold relief against the fiery 
doud that rose very close to its walls The sky-line of the houses 
and mosques on Stamboul ridge was like a black silhouette against 
the background of golden light. 

After watching the awlul spectacle for some' lime I o’dercd a 
carnage and drove to the fire Approaching if .it first on the wrong 
side, we were driven back by the heal, but by executing a long de¬ 
tour we gained Lhe windward sub- of the «ccond and larger conflag¬ 
ration. leaving our carriage undi r the guidance o' a most coulLcous 
policeman, who refused to take any Up, saying 11 1 have only d-uic 
my duty, T fJinnpl accept your money,' 1 I worked my way close to 
the edge of the (re. There 1 saw the fire fighters at work, and 
pitied them from my heart IL was like trying to extinguish a volcano 
with a penny squirt They were hard work at on the frnntiei nf 
the firt, relays of them labouring at lhe pump and weaning of a task 
which seemed utterly useless. A vast acreage of blo/ing ruins was 
Visible jii fiont of us into which no human being could venture and 

* live. Slowly the fire crawled nearer and nearer, hltc «omo great 
dragon whose breath wax flame. House after house fell, and it was 
only a question of time when the house from winch ‘we wire watching 
lhe flames would share the same fate In the mosque yards, m the 
police stations crouched thousands of miserable refugees, some of 
them with their little store or household treasure that they had 
been able to rescue from the flamcF ■ others utterly destitute, gbd 
onlv to have escaped wit?) their lives What an Appalling mass of 
human misery • 

The fast fire I had sosm was in Count Tolstoy's village, at Vosnia 
Polyana, where Count Tolsuiy himself had a narrow escape of being 
burnt ahve Then as now the sudden irresistible rush of the flames 
V suggested the hopelessness of arrest™ war when once it has broken 
Jr* out. Then as now the utter inefficiency of the fire-extinguishing 
| apparatus reminded me of the iru^ence of Peace Societies The 
r| water-supply wan insufficient; but even if there had been plenty of 
« water, not even the ft re-fighters of Chicago or of London could hme 
{ stemmed that fire ouce it had fairly got hold. Dehold how great 
a matter a spark kindleth! Of which the rubral is sufficiently obvious. 
To interpose ah inqtairy by International Commission in all cases 
where national opimpn runs high, before allowing any appeal to the 
sword^ as is proposed by die American Arbitration Treaty, is an 
Expedient for avoiding international conflagration infinitely more 
effective than aU the efforts of all the pacifists to cope with the 
passions of the nation* 


IV.—THE SULTAN- - 

On Monday, 34th July, I mu numfeoaad to lhe Falace of Dnim. 
fiagtehe to an audiann with the Sultan. I wa. dulywSJ? 
iund,aal was before I went toGatachiqa to we Tmt # 

that I must not expect to have anything but the moat 1 

sation. “The t£T new talks to ato fi££S £TL“X' 

a journalist He will make a remark about 
phrnent or two, and then the audience will beowTl d^t 
'[“■No “H cver spoke more fredy and more frankly to 
than did the Emperor Alexander III., when in a crowdrf tail hSS? 
we passed in review every question upon wh.ch there might hen»fo£ 
arise points of friction between Britain and Russia. But I had mv 
doubts about the Sultan. Alexander III. was a man or Ifetided 
cnaracter, an autocrat who ruled as well as reigned. No one ques- 

w?u d .k 1S B b u lty ? chosc ’ they “‘■y ‘luubted hit will. 

With the Sultan it was different It was not that he lacked the will 
I was assured that he lacked the intelligence to converse on matters 
of State. A man who has been kept a virtual prisoner for thirty 
years and who was over sixty years when he was called to a throne 
which he was allowed to occupy in order that others might rule in his 
name, was a very different person from the Russian Tsar. Resides 
this, the Tsar talked English, so that our conversation took place 
between four eyes, w hereas lhe Sultan only speaks Turkish, and the 
presence of an interpreter was indispensable. The latter difficulty 
was, however, minimised—indeed, altogether reruoved-by the kind 
offices of I/Outfi Bey, the Court Chamberlain, who speaks English 
admirably, and to whose courtesy I am deeply indebted 1 have 
seldom had a more careful and mure sympathetic interpreter, l^utfi 
Hc>—or Sir Loutfi, as he told me, with some amusement, he was 
untitled to bu called, owing to his possession of thj Victorian Order, 
bestowed on him by our King on his last official visit to London— 
was onu of the few Court officials who served both Abdul Hamid and 
his successor He is a pleasant-spoken man. with a keen sense of 
humour and a ready wit 

Everyone who has been in Constantinople knows tlfe 1 Dolma 
Bagtclie Palace, which is one of the most bcaut'ful m Europe and 
much the most beautiful in Constantinople. Unlike Yildiz Kiosk, 
where the late tyrant secluded himself fron the gaze of mankind! 
Dulina llagtche stands close to the water's edge of the Bosphorus, 
and Us windows look upon a scene of beauty to which two continents 
contribute, but which neither continent can excel. It is not on old 
palace. Dating back no further than the Crimean War, it iyta, never¬ 
theless, seen some history in the making Here the luckless Abdul 
Aziz was made a prisoner, And here in Lhe great Thioie Room the 
Turkish Parliament held its first sitting. On the day fixed for my 
audience the wc&thei has ideally jwrfect The sun and sea and sky 
rombined to make the scene a vision of radiant beauty. The only 
dark cloud on the horizon was the smoke that rose from the fire which 
was raging fa» up the <rolden Horn, and which wild, and fortunately 
inaccurate, rumour said was enLing its way towardj the rtitriarch’a 
Pahcc at the l’hanar 

Wu drove without check or cbnlli nge through the gates of the 
garden and were isherod at once into the Chamberlain's room My 
dragoman was nz once dismissed as uiiniressaiy As cigarettes, 
sherbet and coffee were served, I asked Sir Loutfi if any special 
.formalities had to bu observed on approaching thu Sultan, who, as 
Caliph, Commander of the- Faithful, an.] the Shadow of God on 
eaith, might possibly expect some outward and visible signs of respect 
on the part of his visitor. I was assured Lliat His Majesty was quite 
m the English style, and that the reception would be simplicity 
itself 

Having finished coffee, which was served in ’cups set m silver 
holders thickly rrested with diamonds, I was summoned to tin* 
presence An officer in khaki uniform conducted me to tiio door of 
the Sultan, to whom I was at once presented by Sir Loutfi. Hi* 
Majesty advanced a step or two to meet me, shook hands, and 
motioned me to a chair As he resumed lux own, I scrutinised him 
with interest and curiosity. The Sultan is a man somewhat below 
the middle height, somewhat post the prime of life, slightly stout tin 
body and somewhat slow ,n his movements and m his speech. He 
was older than any Sovereign 1 had previously met and with a km 
mobile countenance. He wore the inevitable red fez—an institution 
with which not even the Parliament dares to intermeddk—and 
beneath his grey eyebrows his eyes blinked with a somewhat vacuous 
expression. He wore a moustache and his beard .wa* trimmed 
short. He did not strike me as being a nervous man, neither did be 
give me the impression either of an alert mind or of resolute will 
A somewhat dull, colourless face, with a curious suggestion in it of 
the old Land Leaguer, Matt Harris of Hglfamtoe. It seemed, to 
ine that he had the somewhat shy reserve of a prisoner not yet folly 
accustomed to liberty; a man, I should say, naturaBy of a kkilr 
disposition, but of somewhat confused mind, who has Apt Vetgctf his 
bearings or felt hu footing firm enough to show his own ^amngp. But ■ 
I did not feel quite sure that there, was not in him something mti 
than appears on the surface, and that if his Ufa M his 
Ministers may And that be has a will of his own. Tfad is a good 
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toil of dogged lobatonacy behind that Apparent timidity. It is not 
the timidity of tempe r ament* It it only the timidity oC a landsman 
who has not got his tea-legs. 

As I looked at him I could not help feeling a certain sense of 
tresponsibility and even of awe* For whatever might be the valoe 
or the valuelessness of the human integer, I could not forget that 
rife man before me represented one of the few factors that count 
in the ordering of the future of the Near East. After deducting 90 
per cent from the nonsense that is talked about the Caliphate, there 
still remains sufficient residuum to make him far more than an 
ordinary Sovereign. Before I left England I felt that the Constitu¬ 
tional Party had made a great mistake in belittling the importance 
of the Sultan. In his name alone can they rule, and it is the worst 
nf bad policies to discredit tljp position of the Sovereign Tt 
is so in Great Britain. It is doubly so in the East, where the 
personality of the Padishah counts for much more than m the 
West It was clear to me from the outset that the Sultan had 
nothing particular to say to me He had received me as a matter of 
courtesy at the request of the Grand Vizier, and if he had any 
thought at all about the audience it was probably one of mild 
curiosity as to what kind of a creature I might be, and why in the 
world I should come to see him But this, although it did not 
promise well for an interview such as are common when a Sovereign 
or his Ministers seek to obtain expression of their views through the 
columns of a newspaper, left me all the freer field in which to deliver 
my message. For I have never sought an audience with any ruler 
(■f mankind from any motive of idle curiosity or of professional 
ambition. I have never undertaken to spare lime which I did not 
intend to use to the best of my ability in saying what I thought it 
would be useful for them to hear In the present case it seemed to 
me before I left London that it I got a chance I ought to use it 
to impress upon the Sultan two ideas—first, the splendour and glory 
of the position of a Constitutional monarch if he relies upon influ¬ 
ence rather than on authority j and secondly, the absolute impos 
ability of keeping an Empire together excepting by a system of 
decentralisation, which Great Britain affords as the most advanced 
type. 7 he universal enthusiasm with which the Coronation had 
been celebrated in my own country, and the remarkable evolution 
of decentralised Imperialism recorded at the recent Imperial Con 
ference, seemed to afford me apt texts on which to discount; during 
my sojourn in Turkey It might seem a little mad to dream of 
delivering such a message to such a man, but it was none the worse 
on that account The Turks do not despise madmen, but say that 
they are men to whom Allah has spoken. Anyhow. I had no doubt 
whatever as to my duty, if I got a chance, or how I should use it 

" Son of mao," so came the word of the Lord to the Hebrew 
seer, “ I have made thee a watchman unLo the house of Isiael, 
therefore hear the wofd of My mouth and give them warning from 
Me n ^-a command that was coupled with the emphatic declaration 
that if the message was not delivered, 41 their blood will I require at 
thine hand," If the warning were unheeded the doom might fid), 
hut 14 tb»u hast delivered thy soul/ 1 It may sound presumptuous to 
those not brought up as 1 was on the words of the Old Book, to 
appropriate to myself the mandate given two thousand years ago 
to the Prophet of Israel. But after all truth is truth, and if you are 
dead certain that you ue right, and see dangers to which your 
rellow-man is blind, it is surely your duly, under penalty of being 
responsible for your silence, to warn Mm ot his peril. Anyhow, 1 
felt if I were allowed a chance i should regard it as a 41 Thus saith * 
the Lord,” and that I would spare no effort to deliver my message 
as faithfully as I could. Whether it was heeded or whether it was 
disregarded did not lie in my hands. I would at least deliver ray 
own soul My interview with the Sultan was much more the delivery 
oft message to His Majesty than any catechising of the Sovereign for 
information or as to opinion. The conversation began with a few 
pfeaant words of compliment from the Sultan, m which ii was not 
difficult to delect the skilful hand of Sir Louth, whqhad long been 
a reader of the Review of Review a. I replied hy expressing my 
senate of the high honour conferred upon me by bring admitted to 
the presence of His Majesty He bowed slightly. I went on, 

* May I take the liberty of expressing to your Majesty my profound 
sympathy with the unfortunate victims of the terrible conflagration 
which has devastated Stamboul " 

i§ I thank you," he replied. 

“ I have telegraphed to America an account of the sufferings of 
thousands who have been rendered homeless, and have urged the 
American people to raise subscriptions for the poor sufferers.” 

The Sultan's eyes gleamed for a little. Then he spoke slowly, 

“ I thank yon for your expression of sympathy. Such sentiments not 
only do you honour, but they show that despite all difference 
humanity is one." 


He paused. I asked Sir Loutfi, 11 May I speak freely ?" 

- M Certainly** said the Chamberlain. 11 His Majesty desires it." 
Hers then was the open door and the wished-for opportunity. 
“I wish to congratulate His Majesty upon being the first of the 
line of Constitutional Sovereigns in Turkey, to hi followed, I hope, 
by a long line of monarchs who will excel in glory the greatest of 
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Again a pause. The Sultan brought his Angers together across 
his breast, and answered, 11 1 thank you for your good wishes. I 
have always desired the establishment of the Constitution in Turkey, 
and now that it is established I shall maintain the Constitution.* 

It was evident that those who told me the Sultan would not 
talk were misinformed, He was not eager to speak. He always 
paused a little before he framed his sentences. But he answered in 
a way that showed he was listening attentively, and was sometimes 
reflecting shrewdly. 

From this point the conversation went on freely. The oppor 
tunity given me of speaking freely iqgs one which I took advantage 
of to the uttermost. I confess I was more than once in doubt as to 
whether I had not ventured too far, and begged Sir Loutfi to 
abstain from translating anything if he thought that it might give 
offence. Sir Loutfi invariably replied that there need be no cause* 
for apprehension. The Sultan wished to hear, and I could say what 
I liked. And I did. 

It would not bt right to publish a faithful transcript of a conver 
ration so intimate, which, among other subjects touched upon, dealt 
with the functions of Constitutional sovereigns in the modem State, 
the advantages of their position as compared with that of autocrats, 
the doctrine of Ministerial responsibility, and the danger of confound¬ 
ing the person of the monarch with the policy of his advisers. 
It was to me an interesting, and to the Sultan an unprecedented, 
experience to hear the most advanced doctrines of proper Imperial¬ 
ism discussed in the Dolma Bagtche Palace That true loyalty to 
His Majesty might sometimes be t*est shown by offering a resolute 
opposition to evil advisers who might at times surround his throne 
was obviously to him something of a paradox Not less interesting 
was the discussion os to the best way of treating disaffection. The 
South African Union on one side and the Albanian rising on the 
other came in os apt illustrations. The Sultan deplored the censures 
pronounced upon his troops and his generals in the English press. 

I said that in future we should have a double reason for censuring 
atrocities, for not only were they bad in themselves, but I now knew 
from His Majesty's own Iids that they were direct acts of disobe¬ 
dience to his commands. T assured lum that I should dral as 
faithfully with all Turkish generals as I had done with British com¬ 
manders, no more and no less Then we discussed Turkey's relations 
with England, Germany and Russia. Here we were on safer ground 
than in discussing atrocity campaigns. The Sultan exclaimed with 
some vehemence, after hearing what I said about Germany, 14 Now 
I see that you are a man of a good conscience 11 The doctrine of 
alliances brought up the analogy of polygamy, and the wittiest thing 
the Sultan said was, that it was usual in a harem to have a favourite 
wife, but in international affairs he tried to treat all Powers with 
equality. 

The conversation, which lasted more than an hour, did not conft 
to a close before I had a full opportunity of bearing strong testimony 
to the fatal and suicidal policy of attempting to govern Turkey on 
principles of centralisation and Ottomanisation, which, if applied to 
the British or German Empires, would split them to pieces in six 
weeks The Sultan repudiated emphatically any desire to pursue such a 
policy, which, as 1 said on leaving, showed once more how much wiser 
he was than some of his Ministers. We shook hands and parted, ft 
was a somewhat pathetic figure of a man which I looked upon as I 
backed nut of the Imperial presence. He was, I think, somewhat 
bewildered, but certain!) interested. I had not bored him, which 
is always the first thing to be dreaded when saying things. I had 
occasionally amused him, and possibly I had succeeded in conveying 
to a mind not quickly receptive some dim inkling of what I was 
driving at <f 1 thank you," he said as we parted. " I thank you 
very much r or all you luve said to me. I hope that I shall profit by 
your wordb.' 

Sir Loutfi took ine back to his room, where we had a lively 
discussion about the Sultan and the interview *■ He is such an 
intelligent man,'* said the Chamberlain, 44 he is so much interested in 
all'the things you said. 11 I expressed satisfaction, not unmixed with 
surprise, for I had certainly 14 said things." “The Sultan has never 
had such a conversation before with anyone m his life, 11 said Sir 
Loutfi 


He told me many things about the Sultan's kind heart, of his 
ready sympathy with distress. He was mucli upset by the fire in 
Stamboul; he had ordered that there should be no music in the 
palace for three days, and had subscribed ,£2,500 to the relief fund. 
During his tour in the provinces he delighted to gather the children 
of various nationalities around him and stand in their midst like a 
father 44 Indeed,” said the enthusiastic Chamberlain, 41 His Majesty 
is the real father of his people." 

41 1 am delighted to hear it,” I replied, 14 and most happy to 
believe it But then, you know, wc so often heard just the same 
thing about Abdul Hamid." 

14 Oh, but that is quite a different man !" exclaimed Sir Loutfi. 
Which is true. 
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The Council. 

By thk Hon. Mr Gup. 

“.As large a charter os the wind to blow on whom 1 please ” 

-.It Yr.u Like It. 

September 22nd. 

TnR last day of the summer session, with .dl the sadness of 
farewell. But Sir Guy as merry as ever. Overheard informing 
the Cross-Bencher that the Viceregal l^odge was a donjon and 
that the Punjab which guarded it had a good strong sterling race, very 
unlike the pap-fed Behar. Ho know not perhaps that the Beharees 
vprt willing enough prisoners in that donjon. 

Mac, in the persona of Cheery Chi mis, wanted to know where 
the Government would locate them and suggested the Victoria 
Memorial Hall. Sandow II. informed the Council that although 
the question of its ultimate restiogplace was under consideration, 
Government had not decided which particular thud it should 
be. Madge, ever solicitous for the hyphen between the Anglo 
and the Indian, wanted the Government of India to take 
powers from the Secretary of State which it already possessed. 
Dig-'er Patty elicited from Sandow II. the welcome news that 
although Amurath had succeeded Aiuurath in subsidized 
journalism, the reign of .Imuralh II. would not IaM beyond nine 
months. Sic transit gbria Sulav Samarhari. Enouraged by llio 
success of this query* Digger-Patty j>ut another little question . “ What 
steps are been taken to eradicate plague and malaria and how did 
they affect the last census figures.” Only the Railway bleeper could 
have done justice to this encyclopedic question with a reply 
coining out far three years in weekly parts. Jlootlair Saheb found 
himself unable to undertake the labour and shifted the burden to 
the shoulders of the poor Sanitary Commissioner At last people 
will discover that there is some honest work which could be found 
even for a Sanitary Commissioner The next question, however, 
was not one to keep Sir Guy long on his legt>. Question: 11 Do the 
Government of India intend asking for relief from the British 
Exchequer on account of the proposed Abandonment of its opium 
revenue.' 1 Answer. “ Mum’s the wotd' 1 Some more questions 
by Dig-'er-Patty, who is fast assuming the shape of a Note of 
Interrogation, followed by a string of questions from the Cross- 
Bencher, who seems to have developed a nascent interest in 
the rain gauge, and then some more of Dig ’er-Patty’s very 
own* Negri discovered a new advocate in the latter. But his 


first attempt to tilt at ihe windmill resulted in complete disaster. 

Nagn was represented among the eight vernaculars on the new 
polyglot currency notes, but in its commercial incarnation and 
not in the remaining 33 crores Mud Hclkar, encouraged by 
the hope of a legislature ai Nagpur, wanted an L-G. and a 
Chief Court as well, before asking for a Governor-in-Council and 
a High Court. But Sandow II gave his usual answer, short and 
—bitter 1 

The Dapper Nawab of Madras, who is himself a Bengali 
by marriage, look pity on the gias.s widows of Bengal These i*x.r 
females had found it hard to console themselves In the absence 
of their worse halves during the greater part of the year when they 
migrated to the hills with the Government of India. Indian 
femininity, do loss than the European masculinity of the plains 
which had lu maintain its grass widowhood in Simla in spite of a 
succession of Hill Captains who flirted to make an English holiday, 
had found that 

Men were deceivers ever, 

One foot on hills, one foot on plains, 

To one thing constant never. 

But the Indian women had become utterly disconsolate since dj 

they had heard of the horrors of hibernating hubbies in addition 
to the milder misery of merely migratory mates. So the Dapper 
Nawab asked the new Sage of Chelsea to reconsider the decision 
about the permanent settlement of Bengal husbands on the 
Himalayan hills. The only answer which he elicited was that - / 
all this had been done in the interests of economy so dear lu the 
non-official heart r 

Questions over, the Sage moved that the Bill to amend hum 
relating to Co-operation be relurrcd to Select Committee. Evidently 
the Sage hai incurred the displeasure of H. E, for, when the 
motion was put to the Council, H K. IcA out the name of the 
Mover from the list of the Select Committee. 


When the Airships Bill of Sandow II. was safely out of the way, 
the Moslem Dowager moved that hus ntileBill about the Improvements 
of Calcutta be considered and passed. So well did hd persuade H. E. 
in the course of a short speech that the motion was being put to the 
vote in spite of the Burly Raja standing like a dragon in pt}th. 
But Mac rushed to the steps of the throne and acted the part of the 
prompter in time. Buriy Raja then moved the, amendment 
He thought that the Bill did not go far enough It wholly 
(and here he reflected and, in the manner of thc^philpwpher's 
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“Wever—no, hardly ever,* corrected himself and said, 14 Not 
<|uite wholly") depended on the will of the deriding officer. 

44 We have come here—particularly I—to ask for a direct appeal" 
Such, indeed, was the strength of landlordism and such its elevating 
affluence that it had dragged the Burly Raja up thousands of feet 
drove the low level of the<B*y of Bejpgal. - Wondered if his amend* 
ment, although foil of appeal, could appeal to the Moslem Dowager. 
Anticipating two objections and discussing them with usual dispas¬ 
sionateness, found that 11 neither argument has a leg to stand upon." 
Wonder whether in the presence of neither limbs to stand upon they 
were merely 11 lying arguments.” Evidently Burly Raja had forgotten 
as a landlord, what he knew so well as an Imperial Leaguer, that 
Government arguments moved on the oiled castors of an official 
majority. In seditious cases the High Court had net abide judgment 
of lower courts and an impression had been created that the latter did 
not always do justice. At this, Sir Guy, “Ihe Cerbeuvs of Finance,” 
wolc up from a “ dog sleep ’ and caught the last syllables .'bout 
the uncertainty of getting justice and, being the champion of an 
independent judiciary, looked hard at the Burly Raja who, little 
knowing what was pacing in the mind of the financier, said, 11 1 see 
the Hon. Finance Member U looking at mu fearing that this would 
increase ex pend 1 hire.” From this passed on to self-commisseration 
about " the unfortunate people nicknamed blood-surkers and 
fond grabbers and what else I don't know/' not caring to repeaL 
the elegant phrase of the ev-Professor, 11 Pampered Vampires” 
Dig-’er-Fatty seconded the amendment. Confessed that he had 
not so closely studied the Bill as the burly Raja but, presum 
ably being one of the pampered brood, thought n his duty to support 
the mover. As if the Act of 1833 and the Proclamations of 1858 
and 1908 were not enough, added the High Court to the long list 
of India’s Magna Chartas Sir Guy who had once more folkn into 
a sweet slumber heard this outlandish word and rushed to the con¬ 
clusion that it must be an attack on the independence or the 
judiciary. fk>t up in a baresark rage and on a point of order 
naked if iL wv in order to cast reflection 1 ; on the Calcutta high Court. 
Poor Dig-’er Patty was flabbergasted All the resources of manu 
script eloquence failed him in this hour of tnaL Here he was, a 
good round figure representing the true rotundity of the globe and 
—Bengal, facing a formidable financier who was ready to tilt at all 
fcxeculJVf t windmills that prebcntcd themselves as the bugbears of all 
judicial female*, and he was well inclined to admit with the Babu who 
hud complained of the rudeness of a soldier In the latter’s superior 
officer and who was asked in return why he had not knocked the 
fellow dow i, 11 Sir, 1 am a fearful person !” All the genial current of his 
soul fro£Q at the fountain. But he took courage to explain that noth 
ing was farther from bis mind lhau casting reflections on the High * 
Court, when Sir Guy, forgetting for th« nonce that the Viceroy 
was still in the thair, said in an audible whisper, 14 But you did. 
\ou have done it twice.” Dig-'er-Patty faltered out that it was 
die Tribunal, the Corporation, the Scheme.— in fact any blessed 
thing os long as it was not the High Court— to which he had 
referred. With this sad confession, altogether different from the 
elegant peroration which he had laboriously prepared, Dig-’tr 
fbttiy fell back into his chair. The Buriy Raja offend salts, and 
ttwriher sympathetic neighbour passed a more useful pocket flask 
Which just saved a fit of hysterics. 

The Hon. Ixngfeflow rushed to the rescue of Dig-'er-Patty 
•nd thought that Sii Guy had evidently misunderstood things. 'Hie 
tribunal created by the BiU was not the Special Tribunal for 
Sedition nor yet the High Court of Calcutta. Sir Guy rose to 
-eapfoin, and under ordinary circumstances the speaker would have 
eat down for the time befog. But Hon. Longfellow not an ordinary 
person. Had to telephone tp the top-storey of the sky-scraper, 
but the message did not reach it before H. E. sent a marconigram. 
When Sir Guy had explained, resumed the discourse and appealed 
to the experience of the ex-leader of the Behai Bar about the 
judgments of the lower Courts. 

Hooda followed and referred to “ the hackneyed expression 
Oat all human beings—Hooda and Be-hooda—were fallible. 1 ’ 
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But feared that it was rather difficult tp convince one’s neighbour 
©f his fallibility. So, doubted if the tribqnakcMted by the Bill to 
hear cases would recognise its own fallibility end permit appeals. 

Then rose the Ifowager and forthwith give a certificate of 
infallibility to the tribunal. 11 If three capable and competent judges 
of facts associated together to find out the truth cannot inspire 
confidence in a litigant, one is to assume he is influenced not so 
much by the desire to get justice as by the, love of litigation 
for its own sake. Those that hav^ been in the legal profession 
have not been denied the experience of coining across instances 
where parties have embarked on litigation as an agreeable pastime or 
even perhaps as a huge amusement. To such as these the amend-* 
ment will open the door to ineffable happiness.” Wonder whether 
u occurred to the Dowager that the litigant may have been influenced 
“not so much by the desire to get justice,” nor even by 11 the love 
of litigation for its own sake,” as by a persuasive lawyer I Those that 
have ml been in the legal profession have not been denied the 
experience of coming across instances where parties have embarked 
on litigation as a lucrative pastime to their legal advisers or even 
perhaps as a profitable amusement. May be that to the legal 
advisers of such as these the amendment would open the door to the 
ineffable happiness of incoming gold mohurs. Continuing, the 
Dowager said that the feeling in Calcutta ought not disturb the Burly 
Baja's equanimity. To him it gave increased appetite and happy 
slumbers like a walk to Jakko. Whenever his equanimity was in 
danger of being disturbed he habitually took up the Bengalee or tha 
Patnka and read of the latest embryonic revolution in Bengal. 

It had a wonderfully soothing effect on nerves. He looked 
to the “acknowledged patriotism 1 —patriots, please note—“of 
tlie mover, and tho high place the seconder has in the 
public life of India (4 feet 8 inches without his socks in 
private life) to secure not only reasonable means of obtaining 
justice hut also to protect society from being drawn into 
the meshes of wasteful—(no, not lawyers but)—litigation.” Quoted the 
letter of the Calcutta High Court opposing unrestricted appeals and 
said that all were united 111 their reverence for the Calcutta High 
Court Characterised their Lordships of the High Court as the most 
stalwart protectors of the privileges of an honest litigant. (Neither* 
the permanent Advocate-General nor Mr. K B. Dutt were there to 
applaud ) But that could not prevent his testifying to the integrity 
and ability of the subordinate judiciary. Turning to the argument 
from human nature which Hooda had used, said that if a Vakil 
was appointed as a president of the tribunal he could be trusted 
to be infallible, or conscious of his fallibility, and at least independent 
So too would tho Barristers be. Then why not Judges and Suboidi- 
nate Judges ? 

After this Mud Holkar got up to explain that he came from 
a Provnce—when H. L. nodded to the Burly Raja to begin, 
and when the mountain was in travail, who cared for the throes of 
the mole-hills parturition? Burly Raja succeeded in explaining 
things to the satisfaction of Sir Guy, and the genial financier was 
seen after the debate walking over to the side of Dig-’er-Patty to 
smoptli his ruffled plumes with characterstiu kindliness. 

The \m end ment being put to the vote and lost, the Bill was 
passed. Thereafter Sandow II asked leave to introduce his 
Delegation Bill, Talked sadly of 11 the happy days which are gone 
never to return.” 

Tears, senile tears, I know not what they mean, 

That from a sun-dried bureaucrat's despair, 

Rise in the heart and gather to the eyes 
In lookiug on the Himalayan hills 
And thinking of the days that are no more. 

Fresh as the peach bloom on the Griffin’s cheek. 

That brings to mind youth's blissful ignorance, 

Sad as the pale hue of a Bombay Duck 
That’s shrunk and shrivelled by seniority. 

So sad, so fresh, the days that are no more. 
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Ah, sad and strange u in the Simla dawns 
The earliest pipe of Craven Mixture is 
To one who contemplates retirement and— 

Bayswater, plus the loss gf fifteen guns. 

So sail, so strange, the days that are no more 

Dear as remembered kilsgs after dusk, 

When riding back froth Jakko or Jutogh, 

On lips that were for offiers , deep as love, 

As old men's love, so full of vain regrets, 

O Death in Life, the days that are no more 
After a copious flood of tears which rumc with the Ion e of 
belated September rams, referred to the changes wrought by 
time in the position of the nun-bap of the District whose labours 
had become analogous to work on the old jail .rcadmill, and explained 
that it was necessary to relieve “ the anlorr.aton of the district ” by 
giving him some broken fragments of “the mirror ol Seaetariat 
consciousness." In \«ssing, said tlial "now we want every 
penny that we can get for education and sanitation,” and looked 
at llooilair Saheb, who liowed and acknowledged the compliment 
with a beatific and broad smile on lichalf of all the schools and the 
drains of India. Referred to |wras 414-416 of the Dei entndizut.on 
Commission's report and said that " great rex|iccl is due to a Royal 
Commission, specially to one constituted a* this was" Councillors 
eager to discover where Sandow 11 had plaied his tongue and 
whether it had not been doing Sandow I s exercises twisting itself in 
some freakish manner 11110 his cheek. Referred to the " antecedents " 
of Mr. Ilobhouse, and even Booilair Saheb could not repress 
a smile ac this direct reference; to the bUink record ol a very young 
man. Proposed an easy method ol converting the Council to his 
View Would like to diut up the sceptic in u room with a hundred 
files and was sure he would emerge with a headache- and a 
convert to the views of Sandow II. As he did not nieiuiuti the 
sue of the room, nor ol the man, nor even of the hundred 
hies, quite possible that the sfepuc might never < merge at all, 
except in a condition offering another occasion 10. Lord Curran 
' to erccl a marble Cleopatra's needle as a inoniuim-nt to the 
suffocating climate of Calcutta. Reminded the audicwe that 
although the late Mr. K. C Dull was opposed to such delega¬ 
tion it was “ fully backed by the weight .11 the President," one 
opponent o» the bureaucracy nullifying tbc opposition of the olh-r. 
Wa nted to turn to the Mill itscll, but lound that Ma«. had not 

.supplied him with his briei at all. So, altei pleading fiein an 

unstudied brief, resumed hw seat to the evident satisfaction uf 
Porter who was finding the place too noisv for Ins slumbers mid 
was as unwilling to devil |K>rier it any lurthei as Hie Portei in 

,1 faebrth. That was the worse ol letting into the ..til some of 

nil professions that came up the primrose way to the everlast'ng 
gaiety of Simla • 

When Sandow 11 had donr up ru-ir the Adui.iiis'.rai.n’ 
Orphan and discoursed on match-nuking. 'I he rows o; Matinee 

h«ts at the other end ol tne Hall became animated Elegant 

necks were cianed forward and lorgm.it. s were levelled against the 
speaker so that not 1 word, not a l.vok should be lost when such an 
important matter as match-making was being di trussed in a purely 
business way by the Member for Commerce ladies curious to 
kuow how matches were made with white phosphorous They knew 
a lot about those which were nude by a skilful use of shaded 
lamps, kaui iugfahs, -wgt and p-"tdn dr rut and occasionally 
with the help of elegant fringe-; and a complete set of false teeth. 
But white phosphorous was something novel 1 

The Hon. Headstrong rose after the mover and said that 
the analogy of other countries was not effective. Had always 
believed that this argument bad been patented by the officials 
and could only be used against non-officials. Yet here was a 
non-official telling the officials that India was different from the 
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other countries. He wanted to control the making of matches. 

“ They are not made in out of the way places.” Tbia gave away tbe 
whole show to the lady listeners who had ukqp him to know 
something about match-making. But he recovered some of the 
lost ground by maxing the wise remark that "in this .-ouny 
such matches are required as will not go soft in the uonsoorf." 
How many grass widowers staying below in tbe plains throughout 
the rains had discovered when their better halves returned that 
what they bad hitherto regarded as a safety match only a lew 
months ago had proved anything but reliable .n the long interval 
of ihe Simla sojourn, 

In replying to tilts oration the Administrative Orphan referred u> 
Austria os " the greatest match-making country,” and some spuiacr 
fairly high on the Civil List ol spinsterhood and some cautious 
Mammas with a qn /erful of daughters instantly noted down this taxi. 
But towards the conclusion of the reply they learnt with great amaze¬ 
ment that tbc discussion that was going on referred to matches used 
in kindling a fire and not to those that were the outcome (<f kindled 
fires. Council had been detained so long on so trivial a subject as the 
effect of damp on matches and have heard a (airly- heated discussion 
of the merits of sulphur against safety matches. But per¬ 
haps Hon Headstrong did not know that even sulphur 
matches were not alway*. reliable. Lvidcntly he had not heard 
the story of the Irishwoman who had purcliased a hot of sulphur 
matches in a Fair when they were a rare novelty, and had found on 
her return home, after a wot journey, that they wouldn’t strike She 
was a thrifty old lady and could not forgive the pedlar who bad, 
she thought, sold her ils well as Ihe man hrs. A few weeks later 
she rcLurned to the town where the Fair was held and sought out 
the pedlar and abused him soundly for selling matches that mint 
sinke He asked for the matches back and striking one on (lie 
box found dial the damp had spoilt it So tak-ng another out, he 
gently rubbed it awhile on Ins trousers and then struck n quickly 
on thin garment, when, lo and behold, it was alight He thought 
he had turned the tables on his adversaiy, but she was more than 
.1 mutt h for him Slit- abused him more thnn eve’ for -clling her 
matches winch she would have to hruig to him a distance ot jo 
miles to rub on Ins "dhirthy throusers ” every nine she wanted 
to light a fire ' 

The sul’sequent history of that day’s meeting was nu-notonous 
The Administrative Orphan introduced the Life Assurance 
Companies’ lull Mid the Hon. Headstrong praised it (he Orphan 
introduced the 1’rovidenl Insuiance Societies Bill and ihs lion. 
Headstrong eulogised it Sir Guy introduced the Indian Stamp 
Amendment Bill and the Hon Headstrong was bill ot pancgynca. 
In fact there was. no blessed H3l wtu- It the iit-adshong man did 
not rush to bless Unlike the angels, there was not a single place 
where he feared lo tread. 

At last the business according to the published list was >vei. 
Ihen II. E rose lo express his regret at the retirement at 
Mar who was to be -ntertaincd by the non-otticials at a farewell 
luncheon immediately afterwards. His Excellency's eulogy was 
couched in the wannest of terms. Hopes were expressed of an 
equally usefu' career tor bt Vinceui who succeeds him Mac 
showed considerable feeling in returning thanks to Hin 
Excellency. After this lb E announced that Their Majesties 
would receive an address of welcome Iron) the representatives 
of ’.he people and that Sandow II would read it as their represents 
u.-c. Councillors more eager to know who would vmte tbe address 
and whether, as usual, the official tail would wag tbe non-official 
dog. Council adjourned inir <he. Thus ended the sweet but short¬ 
lived dream of tbe Councillors under the deodars, 

Alas ! that Spring should vanish w-uh the rase. 

That soon should manuscript orations close i 
The unofficial whooters on the pines, 

Ah 1 whence and whither flown again, who knows ? 
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A Graduate for the 
Comrade Office. Starting 
pay Rs 40 to Rs. 50 per 
mensem according to 
qualifications. 

Apply soon to — 

The Manager, 

THE COMRADE. 


Muhammadan Youths 

Desirous of obtaining service in the 
East Indian Railway should apply to 
the undersigned. They must be in¬ 
telligent, not over ai, and must have a 
fair knowledge of English. Preference 
will be given to those who have passed 
the Ent^mce. In their applications 
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S. M. SHERIFF, 
B&r.-at-Law, 
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The Poetic Works of Moulana Mohamed Ismail 

Or the Department or Public Instruction in thf United Provinces. 

The.Oriental Publishing Co., Orient Hone, Meerut, Have pleasure in 
announcing that eight annas per copy s.old will be allotted to the Moslem 
U Diversity Fund from 22nd July until 31st December 1911. The first edition 
will soon run out. It is hoped the lovers of these purely gems of poetry will 
take advantage of this|ofler. 

Cloth Binding Rs. 2*6. 
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As Secretary, Manager, Minis¬ 
ter, etc., by a Barrister (also 

LL. D.) Nineteen years’ experience aa 
Muifeift, Police Officer, Deputy Collec¬ 
tor and practising Barrister. Age 40. 
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Syed, c/o Manager, 11 The Comrade." 
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whivh manes it haici a Diamond and piac 
tically rvcrUWing. Every pen i- caarantecd 
lo give lai’hfacbori or else money is 

returned or j-en ncnnngrd nil Self 
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i Registered Toiler Post to all parts (i llv World 

IP 0 ** Dealers aiui s gen.'s sham'd wn/ejer Sft-inl 

Terms fm Q.MntttUs. 

HYNAIT A CO., LD., 147, Mon Ban, L mim, E. C 


SOMETHING NEW IN COUAltS I LATEST INVENTION. 

The Everdwo “ LJNON” COLLAR 

it the ideal Collar—always smart, always while --cannot be distinguished 
from linen. Others bmp and fray, others need be washed Evcrclcan 
"Linon,' 1 when soiled, can be wiped as new wnh a damp cloth. No 
Rubber. Cannot be distjngouhed from ordinary Linen Collars. Others 
wear oat, bat four Evtfclcan Collars will last a year. 

OUT uvmc OF LAUNDRY NILS GREAT COMFORT 01 WEAR. 

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER. 

2 Sample Everckan “ Linon " Collars for 3/- 

6 Everclean “Lmon” Collars for 7/- 

Sample Set of Collar, Front, and Pur of Cuffs, with Gold 

Cased Links, for S/4 

All ahapeo and sues can be had. Order at «aca 

MYNART A CO. LD. iSj—CJS:,. 


A Boon to 
Law Students. 

A Glossary of 

Latin Words and Phrases 

Used in Leage’s Roman Private Law 


Mr. Moazzam Ali, B.A. (Ozm.), Bar.-at-Law, 
Professor of Roman and English Law 
at the Patna Lew College, Buhipon. 

Price 10 Annas. 

To bo had at — 

The Office of “The Comrade," 

109, Ripoa Street, Calcutta. 
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"THE NEAR EAST.” 

A weekly journal of Oriental IVitics, 
Literature, Tinanci anJ Commerce. The 
recognised mgan ol Moslem luleruis in 
Enf.UivH. Spccuil Lciru* from Constantinople, 
Cairo, Tehenui, Allien^, Cyprus, Bruasela, etc. 

RiK of Sul^riptmr (including postage to 
any pan of tlu. world J three months 6 s., wa 
months II- ore >-»sai aar. 

Offices ■ THrofmortoa Hoorn, 

CopthslI Avenue, London, E.C. 


r t -1 jal—- 

Urdu Translation of Prof. Vambdty's 

Vestcra Culture is Enters Lead* 

(Book III) with Portraits of Prot Vambdry and 
II. H. The Aga Khan to whom the book k, 
dedicated by—Z AFAR OMAR, a A. 

Price Re. BO. 

7 b it had ai— 

Tk Dety Book Dapet, Afiferk. 


Adwtiaef nl Iria h i As mji 

Mofusstl customers always need things 
purchasable in Presidency towns. By 
dealing with large retail firms they have 
to pay high prices. We can pur¬ 
chase the same things at a much lesser 
rate and supply them to our Mofussil 
clients. 

Wrtft ft— 

S. a BEDIL, 

Manager, Moslem Cum mission Agency, 
Rmhan Buildings , Bel lasts Road\ 
BOMBAY. 


Duv-i-Shahwar 
DiweaH-Moalla of Hunt AH. 

Trwuhrcd by (he late MoaUna Araj»d All, 
AiUuL Pnce, Cloth Re. I, Paper A*. E 

To bt had from SVED MANZAR All, 

Sub-Editor, " Tht OU Bog." Baton, 


ALUESEER AERATED POWDER. 

The powder makes with brdia-iry 
water the purest, the most delicious, 
cooling, digestive, and effervescing 
drinks at absolutely the lowest cost 

Me, Lean, Rom, Gager, Pineapple. 

■ ill. tin or any randy makes So druiks, Ka. 1-14 
* ,h - ■■ ■« ■» 40 .* ,1 i*o 

i •» >1 »v 20 „ „ a-9 

ALUKSEER COMPANYt 

6 i, Clive Street, Calcutta 

8-Ml. 


FOB MALARIA. INFLUENZA A MUD F0tK> OP PLAGU1 
Ugo BncliwnlU e Ague Miaiura or Pills, Re 4. 

BATUWAI.US TOMIC PILLS enm Nmi 
Eiluaitlon end Con.utntiaiul Wmkneic, Re. i-l. 

BATLIWALLAS TOOTH POWDER is sdtnri. 
Really made of Native and r f ng li A druse, each ee 
Ifmphel and Carbonic Acid B. P Ae. 4 
HATLIWALLA'S RINGWORM OINTMENT, A* « 
SOLD EVERYWHERE n»d ALSO BY Dr. H, C 
RadiwalU Worli Lnbomiory. Under lombay 


A Bargain far the Delhi Dnrbar, 

going cheap owing to owner's transfer 
to an outlying district 

A [Andaulette by Dykes, convertible 
into a Brougham Rubber cushions 
and hoods practically new. Brats 
mountings. Suitable for a pair or 
single. Price Rs. i,aoo. 

An Office Jaun Palkigarry by Stuart 
Calcutta, roomy and strong. Rs. 500. 
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! Unequalled for Nea* 

' ness and Superior Finis 11 

Their duruhility is un¬ 
questioned Well finish¬ 
ed. Fully bleached, 
j Red Border 

: 2 **&' Re 1-0 each 

xM 24x42" „ 1-3 „ 

IB J 6 ^ 54 * Ks 2-6 „ 


■P- vita 

.11- ‘ i<ii ■ Hill Him ffl’tSUSEURi 1 1 1 <4 


Dimuli Pattern 

tm ^ —• - 

si® 1 ^ *' y ranvl snurc im ' irt_ 

'dpI^yASvJ' J 1 lslu. Towels ever 

nfr > vnllfll ,l, ad*' Wmv i mwi 
| mruughaut Superior 

M mufiictnre v\ty 


t/t _► 


wm 


rbsorbcnl Made 


,1-5 . *’ !jk R&rroM fiwn best tn.i.1 •jua.lsp 

' * ,J * */ " P«?S 9 cnisUllI1 E perfect 


NaiisUrrjfrn in u-,e. 


Excellent value 


27 ^ 3 *' 

As 12 each. 


% Mattresses and Bed Ticking* 


,r~|fV 




r/ rJGm 


Filled with either Purified Cotton or Hemp os desired. 

J hilled with ' i'Uied uiih I Filled with 


Swe 


Ks. 

Hump 

As 

p. 

No. 

Rp 

l octon 

Av r 

No 

Iv^ ’ 

i Cott.m 

Vs f 

V a 

zhT 

3' , 

8 

0 

o 

14 ! 

12 

O ' 

n ! 

C j o 

6 ' X 

0 

4 

0 

16 

12 

G 

n 

0 1 f| 

6 ' x 

1 *' 

in 

10 1 

0 1 

19 ! 

I? 

0 

12 

8 o 

(V w 

4' 

12 

2 

0 1 

2 r ! 

n 

o 

14 

4 o 

6' x 

4?4' 

13 

la 1 

I 0 I 

94 i 

12 

0 

16 ! 

o \ 0 

4 x 


r s 

2 I 

L 01 

z ** 1 

12 1 

0 ' 

:7 | 

is 0 


8 lue imped, zf* * 
n u 36* 

.> 37 * 

. . 4I P 

» - «; 

»» »i 54 

Ked btriped 19* 
Very strong 


Strong Bed Ticking. 

ide .. As 
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1 j Wo eUlm to givs the Boat Volno in India. All goods ora sold on the 
| “ Money -book ” PUn, i o v if they do not satisfy you on all points 

j wo will toko thorn book and refund Iks money 


Dhoby-proof Towels. 

Turkish Towels 

Bleached, very strong 


34* x 40* Ks 5-4 per doz 


19 *J* 44 * *. 
*4* X 40" „ 
32 " x 56" „ 
28*x *5" „ 
29* x 75^ 

U" x 30" M 
20 * X 40* „ 
31' X 61' ,, 
47 * X 75 *,. 


6-0 „ 
6-12 
9 -S 
10-12 
17-8 „ 

2-10 pair 
4-12 
4-12 „ 
6-0 


9 .6 6 J 3 

1 t -1 f f “ 

4 1 1 11 * 

4 j M 

• i 3 j ■ , 

A i j 


if X II* 

«;* k 

20* x as 
21" x 38* 
24" x 40* 
26* X \i* 
34 * * 39 * 


Honeycomb Towels. - 
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Mosquito Bed Curtains. 
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A Thorough 
Good Washing 
Line 




Made from htst Nottmgh.ini Lure Me^h, tlmrouRhly Mosquito pren^f, 
with Net Tops sirnngly taped WlII gathered corners -o is to allow fur 
shrinking after Washing. Lungclulh bottoms. Thu cheapest and must rtliaole 
Cumin? ever masle 

6»' X 3' x 6 ' ... - Ks 5 8 0 

7' x x 6 r ... 11 6 4 0 
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Mosquito Netting by the Yard. 

72' wide ... ... ■ As. 9 per yard. 

90* „ - ■» 12 lp 

108* „ .. . 15 „ 


THE UNITED BENGAL, CO., 7, BOWRAZAR STREET, CALCUTTA. 
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lOJgch Double Sided Record. 
N (9-12524. 
not ’ \ 9-12525. 

Price, Rupees 3 each. 
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To be had from Agents of The Gramophone Company, Limited, throughout India. 
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Stand upright, speak thy thought, declare 

The truth thou hast, that all may sliaie 

Be! bold, proclaim it everywhere 

They only live who dare! 

—Morris 
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The Manager will be much oblige1/those 0/ our readers who 
have hem receiving copies ofthis paper as specimens will kindly 
notify whether they wish fo become subscribers or not 7 his is 
do tittk to ask that we feel sure they will comply with the Manager* t 
request 

We are happy to say that we are now in a position to supply 
“ 2 he Comrade 11 to Muhammadan students who apply to us during 
the month rf October atMe reduced rate of Rs. 2 every three 
mo nth * paid m advancayafd to nm-Moslem student r at the still 
hwmt rate of Rs. y every Sfj months 


Ttef Week 


/. 

The Doify Chronicle forcihpdows that Mr. Winston 
Churchill will replace Mr. Birrell, iriio, the paper ,aays, is retiring 
through riffheaJ*. and assist Mr. S^quith in piloting the Home 
u? Ride BUI through the Houle- The paper adds that Colonel Seely 
will replace Lord Haldane, t^of trill receive a high judicial 


appointment. Mr Birrcll will be offered the position of Lord of 
Appeal and a Ministerial post will be offered to Mr John Robertson. 
Morocco. 

Rritter wired from Berlin —An agreement granting France 
a free hand in Morocco has been initialled Negotiations regarding 
compensation to be made to Germany still continue. Absolute 
sicrury is maintained as to the nature of the Morocco Agreement, 
and no in formation will be forthcoming until the question of 
compensation is settled 

Reuter wired from Madnd: —The tribesmen attacked the 
Spanish position at Izhafen on the 15th instant. General Ordonez 
was wounded, receiving two bullets in the chest. A captain, a 
lieutenant and sixteen men were also wounded. The enemy 
withdrew at nightfall losing many killed and wounded. The 
ferocity of Moorish attack on Spanish positions at Kert River has 
taken the Spaniards by surprise. The Moon crossed the river 
m the face of artill&ry fire and attacked the Spaniards furiously. 
'Lhe Spanish losses, especial!) among officers, are undoubtedly 
severe though they are officially minimised General Ordonez 
has succumbed to his wounds. 

Persia. 

A message from Teheran states that Amir Afkhan, a supporter 
ol SaUr-ed-DauIah, has been arrested at Hamadan. Sakr ed 
Daulali is at present in the vicinity of Buluzird. Reuter wired 
from Teheran —Three hundred Persian Cossacks under Russian 
leadership bombarded Kashan on Friday, the 13th instant Naib 
Hussain, who defeated the Government troops on 22nd September, 
defended the town for five hours but evacuated it at midnight. The 
Cossacks occupied Kashan on the 14th insttan. The 
Minister British in Teheran has informed the Persian Government 
that owing to possible danger to British lives and property the British 
Government has found it necessary to strengthen the Consular 
Guards at Shiraz, And possibly elsewhere. Reuter wired from 
Teheran —Miss Ross, an English Medical Missionary, has been 
beaten and robbed on Shiraz Road and has arrived at her destination 
on foot, after losing her whole equipment. 

China. 

Reutek wired from PekingThe revolutionary movement 
at Hankow aims at the establishment of a republic under the refor¬ 
mer Sunyatscn. His brother, Sunyu, will be the president of the 
Provincial Assembly, and a noted scholar, Tanghualeng, Viceroy 
of Hupeh. The whole assembly of Hupeh has seceded from the 
Imperial Government. The Republican Commaqfler, in a com¬ 
munication to the Consuls, claims the recognition of his authority 
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arid control in the three occupied cities and states that his party is 
prepared to recognize the Imperial obligations in matters of 
loans and indemnities. The Chinese in the United States have 
already collected 200,000 dollars on behalf of the revolutionaries. 

Reuter’s special correspondent visited Wuchang on Fridry the 
vjth inslant He reports that Mgnchu corpses were everywhere, 
there being fifty outside one gate'- The troops are still hunting the 
Afanchus, of whom 800 are Said to have been killed The corres¬ 
pondent interviewed Liyuanheng a^d the rebel Viceroy Tanghualing. 
Both expressed themselves in the most friendly manner towards 
foreigners. The rebel army, which so far consists of 20,000 men, 
is recruiting apace Funds are plentiful. 

An edict lias been issued recalling Yuan-Shi Km and appointing 
him Viceroy of the provinces of Hupeh and Hunan. The edict 
further commands that Yuan-Shi-Km shad proceed immediately 
to Wuchang to re-establish the authority of the Imperial 
Government. 

Reuter wired from Hankow —The Consuls have refused the 
request of the Chinese for foreign gunboats to patrol the river. The 
movement is anti-Manchu in character and the revolutionists have 
assured the Consuls that it is not hostile to Europeans A pro¬ 
clamation has been issued threatening the decapitation of anyone 
injuring foreigners or interfering with trade It is reported that the 
rebels of Szechuan have captured Kiating. A telegram from 
Hankow confirms the Peking telegram stating that Wuchang was 
in the hands of revolutionaries and that the commander of the 
troop* had been killed b> a bomb. The Hankow message further 
states that the Viceroy's treasuries and Yamcn have been burned. 
The revolutionaries have issued a proclamation exhoiimg their 
followers not to harm foreigners. The Viceroy has taken refuge in 
a yacht on the river. Eurnfitans in Hankow to the number of 1,500 
are reported to tie safe, but the Consuls have wired for more warships. 
Meanwhile women and children are sleeping on board merchantmen. 
It is reported that Changsha has risen and thal iwent) miles of the 
Peking-Hankow Railway has been torn up and the bridges destroyed. 
Fifteen thousand troops have mutinied in the Hupeh and have 
captured thirty modern gum at Wuchang 

The rebellion is assuming grave proportions Some 5,000 
troops in the native city at Hankow have mutinied Three hundred 
Manchus ore reported to he killed. Two army divisions, command¬ 
ed by the War Minister, have been ordered immediately to Wuchung, 
also warships under Admirals Sarhrnping and Chengyunho The 
rebels in Szechuan hold all the country we t of the Mine river* 
between Kiating aud Kwanhsien. 1 hey occupied Suifu on the 14th 
instant. It is learnt trom a most reliable source that Genera! 
Liquaiibeng is Lading the Hupeh mutineers. Government admits 
that the garrisons of hiutcngfu, Tientsin and even Peking an honey¬ 
combed with revolt. A nifwagt to the Times from Peking states 
that the War Minister and sla/f left lui ihe South and that by Tuesday 
the 17th instant 34 transports and iram* conveying 24,000 troops will 
have left Tor Hankow. It is 1 sumuted that there are now four 
thousand Imperial troops on the north of Hankow. They aic 
splendidly drilled and equ pped aijd are awaiting reinfnrcenHmtfi. 
The tebels of Wuchang are marching to attack them and a battle 
11 believed to be imminent 

The semi official press In Puking is trying to make out that 
Japan is at the bottom of the revolution at Wuchang. 

It is officially elated in Berlin that binding parties from German 
warships I*\p2t$ y ligci and Viatolami together with German 
volunteers in Hankow are engaged m a fight with the Chinese 
mob in the streets. In response to the appeal of Russian subjects 
at Hankow the Russian Government is sending a steamer of 
the Eastern Volunteer Fleet to protect and take off Russians. 
A Anther telegram from Hankow states that Admiral Winsloe has 
arrived frjtf the Alacrity* Five extra International warships have 
amved. £ 


Items of 

During last week, when the Maharaja of Daifahanga and^he 
Hon. Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya visited Simla, the following 
correspondence regarding the proposed Hindu University passed 
between the Hon. Mr. H. S. Butler, member of the Viceroy's 
Executive Council, on the one hand and the Maharaja Bahadur on 
the other. 


News. 


<r 


Whitefield, Simla, 

The wtk October, igii. 

Mv dear Mr. Butler, —You are aware that there is a wides¬ 
pread feeling amongst the Hindu public tu establish a Hindu 
University on such lines as may be approved and sanctioned by the 
Government of India. More than one project has been put 
forward m this connection, but I think it very necessary before any 
further action is taken in the diretcion of producing a scheme which 
will be generally acceptable 10 the Hindu public that we should 
try to obtain from you a clear indication of the lines on which 
Government will be prepared to suppoit the idea of a Hindu 
University. I am quite convinced that the Hindus will be only too 
happy to loyally carry out any directions that Government may 
be pleased to give them and will thankfully accept any suggestions 
that you mAy be pleased to make. I hope that you will very kindly 
place this letter for the favourable consideration of H.E. the Viceroy. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Ramkshwar Sing. 

Simla, 

The I2lh October, igii „ 

Mv dear Maharaja Bahadur, —I have received you*- letter 
of ioth instant in which you refer to the widespread movement 
amongst the Hindu public to establish a Hindu University on sui h 
lines as may be approved and sanctioned by the Government 
of India, to the different schemes put forward and to the desirability 
of my making a pronouncement ns to the lines on which Govern 
ment will be prepared to support the idea of a Hindu University 
Since you arc quite convinced that the Hindus will be only too 
happy to carry out loyally any directions that Government may 
be pleaded to give them and will thankfully accept any sugg^ 
tion Lhal I may be pleased to make, you will widenttfld that in 
the absence of definite and detailed schemes it is not possible for me 
at present to do more than indicate 1 eriam conditions on which 
the Government of India must insist as antecedent to the recognition 
by Government of a movement for the establishment of a Hindu 
University. These are (1 ) The Hmdus should approach Government 
in a hody as the Muhammadans did. (2) A strong, efficient and 
financially sound college with an adequate European staff should be 
the basis of die scheme (3) The University should be a modem 
University diffeimg from the existing Universities mainly in bciqg a 
teaching and residential University and offering religious instruction. 
(4) The movement should be entirely educational, (5) There should 
be the same measure of Government supervision and opportunity to 
give advice as in the case of the proposed University at Aligarh I 
need scarcely odd that it would be necessary hereafter to satisfy the 
Government ol India and the Secretary of State as to the adequacy of 
the fund* collected and the suitability in All particulars of theconahu 
tion or the University. The Government of India must of course 
reserve to itself full power in regard to all details of any scheme which 
thty may hereafter place before the Secretary of State, whose discretion 
in regard to the moverment and any proposals that may arise from ir 
they cannot in any way prejudice I may add that the Government 
of India appreciate the spirit of the concluding passage of your letter 
and that you can count on the ungrudging* co-operation of myself 
and the department in furthering any scheme that may commend 
itself to the Government of India and the Secretary of State. 

Yoara sincerely, 

Hahcouwt Butler, 

The Maharija Bahadur of Darbhanga has stibacribdd Rs. 5 
lakhs to the Hindu University Fund. 


t 
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All the “ Imperialist” parsons and pedagogues and the bourgeois 
of the Empire must have heaved a sigh of 
relief at the breaking off or the engagement 
for the 11 Johnsun-Wells Match" which was lo be 
held in Paris. Wc confess we had no idea of 
the terrible stress of anxiety and fear through which Lhe 11 Imperialist 11 
section of the British public had passed till the arrival of the last 
mail from England. The columns of even such “ pillars of respect¬ 
ability” as the Times are literally packed wiLh grave controversial 
arguments that impress the uninitiated with an awful sense of doom. 
The apparition of a Negro boxer athwart the complacent 11 Imperial " 
vision would seem lo have been felt like the careering of some porten- 
tious comet trailing evils and prodigies and earth-shaking disasters. 
That tnfanU terrible, the Home Secretary, who knows how to 
figure well in a mehxlramatic situation, was pursued with " memorials " 
ami breathless 41 representations ” on behalf of the prestige 
of the Empire, and ho lost no time in getting the Courts to 
declare the proposed “ Fight 11 to be illegal. The centre 
then shifted from London lo Pans Some instinct of benevolent 


forbearance, however, seems to have moved Jack Johnson 
at the lust moment, and the engagement has been dissolved. 
Surely, he has established i powerful tlv'm lo on address 
nf gratitude from thi- prcstige-mcngars )f the Empire If the chance 
inlenonty of an Englishman to a Negro, in an exhibition uf physi¬ 
cal prowess is a danger of grave magnitude to the Empire, wc are, 
indeed, living in i new age of " Imperialism,* when the grit, chatac- 
ter and capacity of the early Briton* ha as failed the new race of 
nem>u* 11 imperialists,” who are mimicking Ine accents of greatness 
by uttering arrogant and undignified -bouts of fear. 


Wt havf, heard the Persians on thru grievances many a time, ;md 
have been asked lo treat their complaint, as 
AcfwaftuoH and medanim* and ihcir 1‘rayers as pitiful whining. 

£ sv ] aM y 0D al They only proved the inability of the Oriental 

to manage his affairs. But hpro comes Mr 
Schuster, a business .nan belonging to a rau that does not live in 
and breathe tho an of the Middle Ages, but perhaps ot the twenty- 
first century, the heir of all the agv*s past and of some still to come, 
and be toll* us that Russia coerces Persia, and the British icquicsio 
therein, that both deny her the simplest rights of sovereignty and 
that if she accepted their demands it would mean a dear abdication 
of sovereignty. Is an American capable of mendacity? The 
question itself would ordinarily be considered high treason. 
Blit the editor of the Times, sitting thousands of miles away from 
Teber&n, declares categorically that hia accusations arc 11 unjust 
— unfounded " In spite of this rush of the ponderous Times to 
belittle the indictment of Mr Schuster, wc believe no person of 
independent judgment and even ordinary honesty would agree with 
Mr. Schuster’s detractor. The accusation of the Times is on the 
my face of it unbelievable. It begins its criticism with some rich 
of fulsome flattery which is more abject than anything 
which we have yet seen in the Timet. But wc are confident 


that Mr. Schuster will not fall a victim to such potty 

trickery. All that the limes succeeds in proving is that ho 
has been indiscreet But that is entirely a matter of the point' 
of vie.v: others would prefer to call him only inconvenient. 
Could thsre be a more clear indication of forcing on Persia the 
abodication of soveregnity than the proposal to send two regiments 
of cavalry from India which have been warned to hold themselves 
in readiness and for which transports have already been chartered ? 
They arc to "strengthen” the esedhs at the Shiraz Consulate. 
Now, the Consular escort consists of a few Sowars, and if two regi¬ 
ments arc to (i strengthen ” it, we con sincerely congratulate Sir 
Edward Grey on his discovery of the most delicious euphemism. \ 
Persia and its sympathisers objected to his Note, warning her that, 
if the trade routes were not free from disorder withiu three 
months, he would have a Police force, under the command 
of British military officers from India, to do the needfuL 
Warned by the excitement which his Note created throughout the 
Islamic world, he has discovered in a 41 strengthening ” of the Con- 
sulai escort just the sort of arrangement that would more than 
satisfy all the requirements of the cose and leave the pladd surface 
of things undisturbed. This will mean not only a Persian gendarmie 
under British army officers from India, but two regiments of cavalry 
from that army itself. Sir Edward Grey can well rejoice at the 
success of the coup and say that not even a dog barked when the 
British forces were ordered to occupy southern Persia. And yet 
the Statesman teUs us, apropos of Mr Schuster’s accusation, 
that "unli! the policy of the Foreign Office is explained, opinion 
on iL may be prudently he ld in reserve.” As if Sir Edward ever 
spoke, and ils if the intended despatch oi two cavalry regiments was 
not eloquent enough. Russia 11 soM 11 the Liberal Cabinet when the 
Anglo-Russian Convention wax signed. Feeble Sir Edward tried for 
a Lime to resisL the evil counsels of the Muscovite, and, as many 
Liberal; had feared f:om the very oeginning, the example of the 
Northern Bear tvu proved still more contagious for the British Lion 
than his adviru Southern Persia must be occupied as a necessary 
corollai y of the Convention, which wui, of course, signed to preserve the 
indcpcndtncc and integrity of Persia. And yet the Englishman says 
that 14 the sooner Sir Edward quits the Cabinet the better.” What is 
mobt touching in the whole affair is the attitude of the Times 
towards Russia. It is one of absolute benignity. It takes pains 
lo prove hu bond fides . Its St. Petorsburgh correspondent 

quotes the A’ot'oc Vremya as the Puritans used to quote Holy Writ. 
W'3 must confess uur exalted contemporary lias set a noble example 
of forgiving Lhose that .respass against us, for one is hardly likely to 
remember, after the falling of the Times over the neck of the 
Muscovite and crying heartily with excess of emotion, that it was the 
T&ar of Muscovy that had not so long ago deported the Times corres¬ 
pondent We shall now construe Lhe old Latin tag, Tempara mutantur , 
as the change of Lhe Times ? 


If the Stokes affair has shown how Russia, and in deference to 
her Sir Edward Grey, come in the way of the 
The Uses good government of Persia, the fiasco of the 

of Despots. ex-Shah’s return illustrates how Russia is 

actively exerting herself to create anarchy 
and misrule Mr Kipling in one of his short stories says that 
" Lalun’s real husband—for even ladies of Lalun's profession in the 
East must have husbands—was a great, big bfrdxzt. The advant¬ 
ages or having a bird .ree for a husband are obvious. You cannot 
hurt his feelings and he looks imposing.” What the big 64 -tree 
was to Lalun that the ex-Shah has been to Russia As the Nation 
said in a recent issue, 14 if a new Maehiavelli were to write a treatise 
on the art of subjugating Oriental nations, he would devote his first 
chapter to the management of despots. ... A native despot 
must be maintained. Sultan or Shah, Bey or Khedive, he is abso¬ 
lutely indispensable to the smooth working nf any adjusted process 
Of absorption or penetration. He gives to the crudest aggression a 
show of legality and right. Do you send an army to his capital, 
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it u he who ftummons it. Do you keep a garrison round hi» 
palkce i he can be made 10 review it He is there to answer 
Europe, to command his subjects, to grant concessions, to save 
appearances, to- cheat reality.” Russia rather than England hod 
given the defeated despot an asylum, and when things began 
to settle dawn, Russia arranged with the very Germany whose rear 
had forced the Convention on England for the recognition of her 
sphere of influence. The opportune moment came with the renewal 
of the Moroccan trouble. Neither England nor France was just 
then in a mood to be critical of an uncertain ally. So it came 
about that at the psychological moment, the ex* Shah, who had been 
permitted very conveniently to go to Vienna on a holiday caught 
an express, crossed Russia And landed in Persia in a Russian boat. 
As the Hatton said. 

We will not espend spore m proving the ar. live or passive complicity of Russia. 
She hod promised to lake " effective measures" to prevent him in 
tnguiug against IVnio, She hod attached ai least one Russian officer to 
his domestic suite. No one who knows her methods will Lehcve that 
.she hod neglected to surround him with spies. If he had hern a Persian 
nationalist crusting Russian territory, every passport officer, tvery police¬ 
man, every waiter and concierge in his hold* would have teen cm 
the alert to report his words, to read his lerters, to unnounee his plans 

Hul the Mail papers bring Lhe Account of nn interview with 
Mohamed Ah which the c orrrspondent of the Navne Vrcmya hud 
with him in the mountain fastnesses of Savadkuh Evidently all was 
ready m cose the worst happened—down to a Press correspondent 
The ex-Shah is reported to have said — 

Counties meiMges from the nurlhcrn and soulhirn cititx uf Persia urged 
me to return and lo save the country from anarchy I uune by the 
people’s wish, not thinking that I should liavr to fight. The people 
who summoned me were good people, but their urmswrre tail or 
deficient. If my partl'nns had Itcen firoperly armed all IVrsia would 
now 1m in msurriicLinii My people Were gnod people and ready 
lo give their lives for thru Suvucign, hnl then opponmli have 
machine-guns, modern rifles, and smokeless powder, llut reverses 
wilt not stop me. I shall fall back on Astrabad to await teller day*. 

\xt nobody suspect that it is the JVovoe Vr*mya lhaL is the author 
of this Speech from a lout Throne. Bui wc trust lhe mineral water 
bottles that pass Russian Customs Houses wiP be more efficacious 
next time, and that if they fail again and even \sfrabod is 
uul safe, the Tsar of all the Kussias wi’l be able to find a cosy 
turner for this puppet in bis St. Peiersbuigh palace Although 
Mohamed Ali followed the advice of the new Hamlet who edits 
the Novoe Vrtmya \ “ Speak the spew h, I pray you, os 7 pro¬ 
nounce it lo you, trippingly on the longur," his brother, Shua-us- 
Sultanch, seems lo have added some flourishes uf his own to 
the prompter's words, lie declared that he became a Turkish 
.subject " to show that lie did not wish to meddle m Persian 
politics, but die present Government had despoiled him, ns it ha>i 
many other*. Nothing was left to them except to fight the dcs 
imilers. On bclialf of die malcontents and his brothers he went 
to Vienna and with much difficulty persuaded Mohamed Ah to go 
to Persia.” Now, if the Persian Government had despoiled him 
and nothing was left, what about the piopmy whirl] Rjssion 
Cossacks would nut let Mr, Schuster's gendarme* touch, and which 
the Rubiion Imperial Bonk claimed as tt> own perquisite on account 
of a mortgage ? Will the Vtemya or its I^mdon edition, the 

Times, please explain ? 


OCR Hindu contemporary have in the main taken the same view 
of Italy's aggression that the Moslem and 
Journalistic Anglo Indian journals have done, and we 

Blasphemy. do nor think belter relations between Hindus 

and Moslems would lie promoted by our re¬ 
ferring to the cheap sneers of tome that use to the full the privi¬ 
leges of the slave to rejoice when bis master meets with misfortune. 
But we cannot help alluding to the curious attitude of the PtUrika 
which writes that Allah to whom the Mussalmans are praying for the 
protection of Turkey ■' is apparently in the midst of a long and 
deep slumber. 11 1 Oar contemporary does not perhaps regard this 


as blasphemy because possibly it believes in a multitude of gods 
that have to be fed and clothed by their worshippers and roused 
from sleep every evening with weird and discordant sounds. Such 
gods must no doubt be 11 in the midst of a long and deep shimbm ” 
What else could have been expected of them after the tveniNidcma 
exertion which must have been required to give; according to out 
spiritual contemporary, a providential victory to the Mohan Bogans 
in kicking a leather ball through two wooden posts better than a team 
of British soldiers ? But that is not the conception of Islam. The 
Quran says: “God! Tnere is no God but He; the living, the 
eternal. Nor slumber seizeth him, nor sleep; His, whatsoever is in 
the Heavens and whatsoever is in the Earth 1 Who is he that can 
intercede with Him but by His own permission? He knowerh 
what hath been before them and what shall be after them; yu 
nought of His knowledge shall they grasp, save what He willeth. 
His throne reacheth over the Heavens and the Earth and the 
upholding cf both burdeneth Him not; and He is the High, 
the Great!" Such is the God of Islam, and He bids tta 
Moslems use to the full the powers He has granted them, and in 
the face of the inevitable prove their Islam, which means suborn 
sion to the Divine Will He exalteth him He willeth, and 
luwcrclh him He willed), and in His hand is good. 


It is with extreme satisfaction that we note an assurance given 
by lhe Got eminent to the promoters of the 
The Hindu Hindu University similar to that which was 

University. given to the Mussalmans The Hindus 

have reason to l>c thankful not only to the 
lion Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, whose zeal in the cause 
is worthy of geneul imitation, but also to ihe Maharaja Bahadur 
of DurbluingA, who has been closely associated during the last 
few weeks with Lhe Hon l'amlit and who contributes a princely 
donation of 5 lakhs, the S irgest by far (hat has yet been given to 
the Hindu or the Moslem project. We confess we regard Lhe 
views uf lhe Maharaja on the subject uf caste as extremely 
reactionary and shall rejoice lo hear ilia: the orthodoxy of the 
two IKndu promoters of the scheme is to be tempered by the 
influence of Mis. Be Mini, who may in some matters be equally 
reactionary, but who combines witn such tendencies a breadth 
of vision and ..ympalhics Bui nevertheless we think that thr 

Hon Pandu Madan Mohan is justified m insisting that tl*. 
University should be essentially Hindu Where the difficulty 
lies is in the definition of the essentials of Hinduism, and no 
one who has read Lhe numerous definitions published by the 
Leader can fail to be impressed with the bewildering variety of 
intcqirrtations We mean to cast no hostile reflection on Hinduism 
or the Hindu*' when we say, as we said once before, that in the matter 
of education on communal lines the Mussalmans liave ono advantage 
over the Hindus, inasmuch os they fought the battle of religious 
and social unity a generation ago when the Hindus were busy in 
enumerating and enunciating their political grcivanci 3 Hence wt. 
sec today tiu variety of molivcs wiLh which the Hindu Unner 
Mty is being supported as against the clear goal of the Mussolmantc 
The Hon. Pandit Malaviya wants it because he believes in thr 
efficacy of Hindu culture along with modem learning for the mani¬ 
fold requirements of the Hindus of to-day. This, we have no hesi¬ 
tation in saying, is the only good justification of his scheme, though wo 
may be sure the Indian Social Reformer would have a philosophic 
smile to bestow on us for apparently agreeing with the Pandit But what 
has our contemporary to say to those who; like the Hindustan Revitf, 
agree with it in regarding so-called denominational Uuiverstie* 
with disfavour and suspicion and yet lend their support in more 
ways than one to the project uf the Pandit h Had the Rn>i*m 
even stopped at this one could pass over its inconsistencies. But our 
contemporary, which should be a paragon of journalistic amenities, if its 
criucisam of the rest of die world is to be taken seriously, went so far as 
to attack the Maharaja of Durbhaqga in a manner which it would be 
more correct to call savage than direct He was accused of deriving 
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to " boss the show ” and to have prepared the Mahamand&l scheme 
merely to be savgd 11 from the unpleasant predicament of being 
called upon to subscribe to the Hindu University scheme.” 11 A 
nut and smart strobe of business therefore, that Mahamandol 
projectSuch was the stem verdict of the Hindustan Review, 
aud perhaps it plumes itself now on its own “ neat and smart stroke 
or business" on account of the Maharaja's liberal support. And 
yet all these accusations were hurled at the Maharaja's devoted head 
simply because he did not follow the inconsistent policy of the Review 
in supporting a scheme of which he did not At the time approve. 
He wanted instruction in “orthodox Hinduism in its entirety, M 
and although we may not be in* love with Hindu orthodoxy, we 
confess we are no greater admirers of Hindu heterodoxy such 
^» a^ the Leader professes, in desiring a Hindu University for the most 
' singular reason of all- that “ the secular department of the college 

£4 (irr; will do good, more good than the theological faculty 

I will do harm *’ - or as the Punjab?* believe* in, when it says that 
“India wants a new University and nut a religion" At this 
rate the Leader , the Patna bee, and the Hindustan Review seem 
to tit sue fin undesirable kind of University for the Hindus simply 
lx cause the Mussulmans are having a similarly undesirable one (or 
themselves This, we are bound to say, ii neither envy nor 
emulation, but the imbecility of the man who cuts oft his own 
nose also because his mad neighbour has done the same We trust 
that the Hindustan Rei'iew did not discover in its heart a sudden 

love for the Hon Pandit's scheme simply because that of ihe 

Maharaja of Durbhanga, who was the rival candidate when its 
(riitur and proprietor stood for the last Council election, was 
ioniewhat dubious. He that as it may, we welcome the success 
* of the Hindu scheme w,th the smienty of those who < o* ay, 

\j$ ti r* ) 1 ‘ ^ 1^ 

[ 1^ ^ v* * v-fW isr^ 1 ; 

(l am an old lever of thine, for I was Ihy captive sven bcurc 
1 thou ludst tresses.) 


tit, ^. 
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A1 L lovers of modern “ civilisation ' will bt glad to learn thal lilt 
Moors are proving themselves to lie apt 
Advance pupils nf Europe, Mom the latest telegrams 

" Ciyilnatidh" 1 detailing »ne r ortunes cf the Mission ot 

“peaceful penetration ' so nobly undertaken 
by Spam, *r would appear that they a. e last learning how* to kiil. 
They haic claimed a General—by no means an unworthy with fit.u 
ar the altar ol “ cn ilisation 9 And w r ; are sure rhe news nould do 
gunri tr- the soul of the “liberal Bishop 1 of Italy who recently 
applied the soothing unction to tiiu uUvu^ easy 1 on sciences of hi* 
“ fold " and exhorted them m go foiih oi a " civilising " mission to 
Trim sh. We nmy hope be would live to sc:r that his mixtion lias 
liccn successful, and tha* the Tripolitan., ton, like the Taitantsc, have 
proved their mans laying cavity and cnlcrtd the comity of 
11 civilised ,J nations. In this coimtUiin, it appeals one may well 
deplore the restrictions that arc being sought to b-'* placed 0*1 the 
arm-* trafli* of die world- The only live stream or “ civilisation" 
should not be cut off at its source It is absolutely unfair, besides 
ioi, while the status and efficiency 01 a people depend upon the sole 
test of ibeit Gtness os an efficient enginr of destruction, thur patriotic 
resentment in face of a “ peacefully penetrating ” and well-armed 
rival would certainly degenerate into “ fanaticism ” if they arc not as 
effcienlly armed. “ The law of sacrifice is the law of growth” was the 
message vouchsafed to man by the theory of Evolution. “ Learn to 
kill efficiently and effectively, or perish ", would seem to be the message 
of modern “ civilisatiur ” to the weaker races of the earth 


W— 
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Death is fast thinning down die ranks of those whose lives and achieve 
ments are a few of the historical links between 
The Vanishing the new and somewhat blat/mt order of things 

Type. and the old. Men like Hakim Abdul A21Z 

Saheb, the renowned physician of Lucknow, 
and Aga Kamaluddin Sanjar, the well-known Persian poet, stood, in 


their respective spheres, as representatives ot the culture and civilisation 
which are fast perishing, leaving but a few racks behind Their 
deaths mean not only the loss of eminent individuals but that of the 
types. Hakim Abdul Ant Saheb was a physician of exceptional 
attainments and experience, and enjoyed immense popularity amongst 
those who prefer the Unoni system or medical treatment. In the 
practice of the art which had (ome down to him as a relic of 
the crumbling fabric of a vast histone culture, he was undisputably 
a master He hod founded and carried on successfully for may years 
the 11 Madrasai-Takmil-ut-Tib" for medical students, who, after 
qualifying themselves m Unam Medicine, wished to continue their 
studies in anatomy and other cognate subjects in which modern 
Medical Science hAs made immense progress. There is a deep pathos 
in the circumstance, that the disappeaiancc of the choice "spirit of a 
vanishing type of civilisation should end not a career but an epoch, 
and the secret ol his power and success be buned with him in the 
grave The denth of the great Hakim Mahmud Khan, the renowned 
physician of Delhi, had impressed that venerable poet and sage, Hali, 
with the sense of the awful mutation ol things, and he was moved to 
write an elegy o' great pathos and power, mourning the departing 
glories ot the Impelul City, its arts, its culture, its Aristocracy of 
weaMh and talent 

•i- JU1IU <£I waJ } s> {J* j J jtLmjJ Ijjj 

(The wealth that is so scare in the market of the world to-day, 
thy grawyaid is endowed with it in abundance.) 

Tlx produ* ts of die “ New Spirit" amongst us may be nch in 
orunnse but hu\i so far proved Lo be sery poor in performance. We 
still await the birth, among them, of eminent physicians like the late 
Hakim Abdul A/,14 or poets of the power and versatility of the 
Lite Aga Sanjar Hitherto they have had to depend for Light and 
inspiration on men who had formed lheir minds and characters on 
.he faith arid f ulturi of the past 

Verse. 

England and India. ^ 

Knuianu I ’tis meet that or for weal or woe, 

In calm or storm, our chosen place should be 
Where honour calls us by the side of thee, 
r [ hy friend be friend to us, our bitt’rest foe 
'fhe trait’rous knave who schemes thy overthrow 
For like to Israel in captivity, 

We onen were thralls till thou didst set us free 
And give us peace unknown from long ago 

Aye, peace unknown ■ when wc were sore bestead, 

And gnetous were the burdens that we bore , 

Hut now if peace there be and rest divine, 

Goodwill ’tween men and peace, and all that’s bred 
Thereof when lawless might is feared no more, 

' To thee we owe them all, these gifts arc thine 

II 

And we have shared Lhy travail and thy toil 
And followed thee to feast and fray, and done 
Thy bidding, and our stalwart sons have gone 
Death-ward for thee in many an evil broil, 

And with their blood have moistened many a soil, 

Rearing thy dauntless banner in the sun, 

And flank to flank with thee much glory won. 

To thy bright crown a not unworthy foil 

Nay judge not harshly, England ! if there be 
That think not coward shame to rend their troth 
With treason’s bodkin, an unworthy crew 
Shackled in heart, though thou hast set them free, 

Whose valour weareth out in wordy froth . 

Forgive them all, they know not what they do. 


Wuiti. 
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Exhausted Volcanoes. 

In 1872, when the end of the Gladstone Ministry was visibly 
coming, Disraeli said in a speech at Manchester — 

The stimulus li subsiding The paroxysms ended in prostration Some 
look refuge in melandioly, and Ihpir eminent chief alternated 
between a menace and a aigli. AS I sal opposite the Treasury 
Bench, the Ministers reminded me „of those marine landscapes not 
unusual on the coasts of South America. Vnu behold a range 
( of exhausted volcanoes. Not a Hame flickers on a single pallid 

crest Bui the situation 11 still dangerous. There are occasional 
earthquakes and ever and anon the dark rumbling of the sea 

To compare great things with small, precisely the iamc may bt 
said to-day of the veterans and the warriors of the Anti-Part it ion Cam 
paign. The stimulus has subsided. The paroxysms have ended in pro¬ 
stration. Some of the lenders Are bulking in their tents Others have 
taken refuge in yoga One has returned from the safe asylum of 
the British Isles to enjoy, if only for a month, the hospitality 
ol the Indian jails The presidental oration on this Partition 
Day alternated between menaces and sighs, and one beheld 11 range 
of exhausted volcanoes which had spent all their fury in spouting 
forth lava-streams or burning eloquence or blinding ashes or 
delusive sentiment Even the police has become jaded and, accord¬ 
ing to the Bengaltt, “the few officers deputed were seen only 
dozing and yawning. 11 

The cant and bombast ol recurring Partition Days would not 
be worthy of Any serious notice were it not for an >k occasional 
earthquake 11 tn the shape of bomb-throwing and pistol-shots and 
"ever and anon the dark rumbling of the sea. n These show 
that in the raw and crude minds of callow youths notions subversive 
of law and order are still created by the vapourmgs nf mildewed 
orators and in their young hearts passions aie still excited which 
would create havoc if they were not kept in leash by tlu re¬ 
pression and the rigour nf the law Wc acknowledge the * motional 
fervour of Bengal, as wc bow to its political subtlety But we 
nevertheless marvel at its total lack of a sense ol hjmuur 
A perusal of the crude efforts of the reporter of the Bengalee to 
whom we owe the description of the jotli Aswirv-lhc same hand 
iin doubt that penned a dr script ion ol the Mohan fiagan victory— 
would convince the must inveterate humorist that Ins proud 
boast, "ridicule it the best test ol tiuth, 1 lias no application in 
Bengal. People who tonld think and write like that m all nousness 
arc beyond the reach nf ridiculed shafts and thr. rapier uf satire 
They are themselves their host caricature. The President icad a 
Proclamation which we take leave t" reprint for the benefit of those 
who have been denied a sight of the buffooneries «»| a Pnriihon 
Day in Calcutta. It runs thus 

"WNBajtAS the Government his thought lit to effectuate the 
11 Partition uf Bengal in spile of tin. Un vcrsal Protect </ the Bengali 
11 Nation, we hereby pledge and proclaim that we as a People shall 
11 do everything 111 our Power 10 counteract the Evil Effects ol the 
11 PismembermenL of our Provinc c and to maintain the Integrity of 
11 our Race. So help us God. 

(< Dated this sixteenth day nf October m the Year Nineteen 
a< Humbert and Five and given undei 

41 Thk 

"SXAL OF 

“ UNITED 
BENGAL.'’ 

As if this theatricality wa& not enough, the photographer was 
there to give immortality to all who took part in what Polonius 
would have called a tragical-comical-historical-pastoral scene. 
Then, Bobu Surendra Nath Bancrjea was responsible for a singularly 
am u sin g remark. "On this day seven yean ago we took the 
Swadeshi vow as a protest against the Partition. We adhere to 
the sacred vow we have taken and we will stick to it until the 
wrong is righted. 0 We knew that the love of this productions of 


our own country arose out of the hatred of the Partition, though we 
do not know how long that love lasted. But we certainly did not 
know that this enthusiasm for the products of the Motherland was 
lo fizzle out the moment the Partition was annulled. At this rate 
the lover of " Honest Swadeshi ” would have to pray for the 11 long life 
and prosperity ” of the Partition J 

The presidental speech itself occupies four columns of the 
Bengalee; but if one turned to it for discovering even six years after 
the Partition a single argument against that measure, he would con¬ 
clude the perusal of that speech in despair. 11 It has succeeded in 
producing evils and disasters the magnitude of which it is difficult 
to describe ” 11 1 will not tire your patience by mentioning in detail 
dll the inconvenience, trouble and wasteful expenditure caused lo the 
Government.” “ The evil consequences are manifesting themselves 
in various ways 1 It is in this fashion that the Partition is opposed, 
andBabu Anantha Bandhu Guha must either be very simple-minded 
himself, or must regard the world as full of sunple-mmdcd folks, to 
proffer husks like these when we call for the grain It is 
true that he regards the Hmdu-Mohammcd&n riots in 
Jamalpore and elsewhere in 1907, the costly ^edition Inals, 
and the imposition of military and punitive police in areas honey- 
romhed with scdilion, as the evil legacy of the Partition ThAi 
they arc evils we do not hesitate to declare , but it requires no great 
intellectual subtlety lo see that it was not the Partition a Inch 
bequeathed these evils to us but the unparalleled hostility with which 
the Hindus nf the two Bmgals have opposed it Perhaps we shall 
lie doing injustice to the shaker if wc did not mention that one of 
the ■' evils and disasters the magnitude of which it is difficult tn 
describe ” is that 11 zemindars having estates ir both the Frov.nrc* 
have been obliged 10 increase their managing staff 1 This is the 
only specific gncvance that we have yet discovered, and though it k 
not so difficult lor us as it ^eems to have !>eeti for the sptakei to 
describe its “ magniluce,”—presuming that the grievance is iust- we 
see no reason why a zemindar should have men ased his managing 
staff. Of (oursf, tht time-honoured sentimental grievances lia\r 
been ie-iterated with remarkable persistence and listened *0 with 
still more remarkable patience Brother seems to have b<‘en separated 
from brother, fathei from son and husband from wife, onlv bemuse 
.1 Lieutenant Governor came in hetween 

But those who know the real reason for this ^upeiidous 
citation do not need to listen to heated harangues from the 
“ patriots ” of the Paintion Mi Guha has made the t ustomary 
endeavour to throw dust into the eyes of the MiHsalmans As 
we had predicted, the Rangpore differences have been unhzed 
lo the full lo show that the Mussulmans of Western Heng.d are 
opposed to the Pa 1 tit ion. But while be was about u the speaker 
might h»v, selected .1 less clumsy methud ut dera tion than 1)1* 
statement that 11 they do not enjoy tht special boons reserved for 
their co-religionists in East Bengal, while ihc latter share with them 
the benefits of the Mohsin Fund.’ That great mJiuu ut the 
Mussalmani of Bengal, to whose chanty so many of his to religionists 
—not to mention many Hindus educated in the Hooghly College sn iht 
old days—owe their education toJay. did not circumscribe his charity 
lo any portion ol Bengal, and the administrative divisions of tht> 
old province cannot affect his benefactions. At any rate, (heMus&al 
mans of Western Bengal would be far more benefited by following tlm 
example, than by depriving others of the fruits, of his generosity 
As for *' the special boons ”—if they exist—it must be a source 
of genuine pleasure to them to know that some MuscaJmons ut least 
are benefited by the Partition, for before the Partition the Upas 
tree of tne “ Bengali" monopoly l«ad burnt the Moslem under¬ 
growth throughout the undivided province. It is no compfinieiit 
to the judgment and the good nature of the Mussulmans of the 
West to expect that they would rejoice if Mussatmaus of the 
East os well as those of the West lost " the special boons." 

Mark Twain claimed that he had done something miraculous m 
having written two pages describing Home b his Irmemts Abroad 
without having quoted the famous line: 
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14 Butchered to make a Homan holiday.” 

But wc think it would be more miraculous if a Bengali orator 
declaimed for five minutes on the evils of Partition or of separate 
electorates without repeating as Mr, Guha has, of course, done, the 
seasoned statement that " Hindus and Mussalmans were brothers 
before, and they will be brothers again, for the National interests of 
I>oth are one and the same.” And yet it is just because in East 
Bengal the Mussalmans are now in a majority that the Petition has 
been opposed tooth and nail What did that must vocal organ of 
the agitators, the Bengalee , write on the subject? It said — 

I he Porta ton of Btngnl has really meant the parhon of the Bengali Hindus 
The Hear effect of this measure of '*adin nistrative convenience" bus 
been tlut each section ijf iht divided community now hnds itself 
confronted by a majority with many dissimilar interests able to over¬ 
shadow it whenever occasion arises Thu statistical paradox est iblislied 
by the Partition lies m the fir I that in die very art uf cutting up an 
eiiMing majority into two minorities 1/ f direr up two pre-existing 
minorities into majorstn r, each of which is to he uss^inlLd With one of 
the newly created minorilici This 11 purely " administrative redistri¬ 
bution of ar<_as and numbers lias llui< ii\e incidental cflcc^ of ensuring 
the impotence of the Bengali Hindus in the Councils of iheu Mother 
land Before the Government of the West* rn half the voice of the 
people of Bchar and Orissa must be the preponderant one; m the 
Fastern half of the province the nnvs of the Muhammadan majority 
muj prevail 

As Polomus said, “'tis true ’tis pit) , and pity, Tu» 'ti* true ” It is 
here where the sting lies, the preponderance of Bohm* in the West and 
the pcrdominance of Mussalmans m the East If the predominance 
of Mussalmans in a single province has led the Hindus to commit 
all the anarchical crimes of the last six years, to perpetrate all this 
farcical agitation and to amve at the ostensibly grim determination 
neve; to be reconciled to their faLe, wc must confers wc lack words 
wherein to praise the moderation rd the Mussulman 111 their 
demand 41 and their peaceful methods of expressing them where they 
are, to use an expression of the Indian Wotld, “at the ncicy ” of 
the Hindu population. They arc in a minority evesywhere r, xcepl 
111 rhe Pur jab and the N -W. F Province, and now in East Bengal 
Had Lhc Hindus oeen in that position we shuddi r to think nl the 
agitation arJ tV: anon by that would then liavt resulted But 
leaving such .speculation alone, we must say Mr Guha’s disnigcnious 
reference to the unity of interests a-id the hiothcrhood of Hindus 
and Mussalmans ill accords with the Bengalee's frank admission 
that they hnve “ nuny dissimlar iniercats,” ana that the position of a 
mmcnity is unenviable. T 1 c quest 1011 ihtnii, can the Mussalmans 
be persuaded in the same breath lc bchevi. that the Partition has 
weakened Me position of the Hindus, and has not strengthened their 
own ? Those who, like Mr Guha, make 'his attempt, show that ihey 
regard the Mussulmans ns incredibly eredi lous Even those ot theuf 
who were misled in 1905 have now learnt to repent of their credulity, 
and it's a vain endeavour to entwinre Llv. Miinsalmana m 1911 of 
Lbc trath oi the paradox tliat they would be happier n^ a minority 
than they now are as a majority 

It may be said that it is unneighbourly lor the Mussalmans 
to prefer then own gain to thnr Hindu ncighlmur^ . or rney may be 
asked tn rceiprocate the good-will shewn by the Hindus towards 
Turkey againLl Italy by joining ti e Anti-Partition agitation Wc 
mutt confess we were not prepared to ihe cat out of the bag so 
soon as Mr Guha lms thought At to let it out To think that all 
those noble sentiments about the patience and dignity of Turkey and 
the brigandage and piracy c f Italy were no better than a cheap bribe 
for purchasing the acquiescence of the Mussalmans of the two Bengals 
to their suicide, We are constrained tn say that if peace cannot be 
purchased at any price, sympathy, too, can be too deat and 
cannot be bought with a community’s life. As for neighbourly 
conduct, we may even ignore what the Hindus of Bengal 
did in the days of the Moslem minority. Let us take the 
example of progressive Beliar, which is the other pre-existing 
minority now enjoying the rettfulncss and luxury of a majority 
Although Mr. Ouha does not specifically mention Behar when he 
adu, with a pitiful want of originality, for the&doption of the ancient 
scheme of ford Midleton, which the Truth has transmuted into the 


greatest 11 Coronation boon,” namely, tho amalgamation of the 
two Provinces under a Governor-in-Council, and Commissioner- 
ships for Behar, Assam, Onssa, and Chola Nigpur, we may 
take it that he too would give Behar n magnified Commissioner. 
And how do the Hindus of Behar behave in the matter? The 
Hindustan Rn im\ with all Llie virtues of the Congress code of 
morality, writes that “if the Partition of Bengal is to be modified, 
it can only bo with the consent and co-operation of Behar, on such 
conditions only as will commend themselves to the leaders of 
public opinion 111 that province. B The Government of India arc 
not likely to do anything now which would alienate the sympathies 
of the representatives of the ncirly 30 millions of Belurecs—that 
too with a Beharcu fow Mi mber in the Council ” ^ 

May 110L the Mussulmans ot Eastern Bengal, who have now 
tasted, l'ke Behar, the joys of a nnjunty for the lirsi tune, say 
precisely the same tiling when pressed for thur views? As for the 
likely reply of the Government of India, although we do not think 
ihe reference of the Hindustan Review to the l,aw Member would 
exactly commend itself lu him, it is some consolation tn think that 
he is not only a Behar tv but a Moslem as well 


The Moslem Aspect of the War. 

Tut )*ionerr loves to deliver occasional sermons in high 
pontifical ve*n for the edification of the cinng Indian humanity 
The habit as tenaciously cl ngs to it as vice, and although the times 
have changed, and the Indian 1^ no longer deceived by ihe glamour 
of privileged position and 111 rely mistakes journalistic freaks for 
oracles or words of Holy Writ, ill 1 organ of 11 the Services ” has not 
yet been able to shid the air of high reproof or palronising con 
ihscenb'on with which it has been accustomed to treat the people 
and their hopes and aspirations It has become, like many other 
anachronisms, a part of their hfe'e little ironies. Tho prancing 
army lieutenant, tire imperious railway guard and the officious 
chaprassi are vtill with us Why not the Pioneer ? 

The latent sermon preached by the Pioneei is designed for the 
exUu:ive benefit of its 44 Muhammadan fnends ” Although the recent 
efforts of a “ friend of India, J to damn beyond redemption the onfy*** 
hopeful and self reliant movements of our limes for a Hindu and a 
Moslem University, had given us an inkling of the coming “dawn of 
friendship 1 over Indian hon/uns, this new solicitude of the Pioneer 
for its 14 Muhammadans fntnJs ” would ever remain to us a mystery. 
Phrases like “honest folk” or a “worthy bishop” are classic 
examples of the way 111 which q ntc honest and worthy adjectives 
are made to carry a world ot meaning not quite respectable. 
Perhaps the woid “friend," too, has come to bear the stamp of 
some similar pettifogging impl.cation. On no other hypothesis 
car we explain the use of the word liy a paper whose attitude 
towards all recent schemes of Moslem advancement has been one 
of undisguised hostility It would have been folly to expect that the • 
Moslem University movement would meet with no adverse criticism 
The Pioneer, however, maintained a sphmx-likc silence till the 
scheme for the Moslem University was all hut matured, and then 
U came out with a little, mischievous paragraph, bristling with all 
manner or suspicion and almost duuhLing the honesty of 
purpose ol those who had toiled for abouL forty years 
That innocent attempL ol the Pioneer to cultivate 11 friend¬ 
liness " with the Mussalmans g.i\c them a correct enough measure 
of its disinterested intentions, and wc arc sure us lateot act of 
solicitude on their behalf will carry the weight that it deserves. 

We hope even the portcntious journal of Allahabad, still trying Lo 
catch the lost tnck of oracular accents, will have the bcne\olence 
to admit that its “friends," the Mussalmans, are not quite a set 
of senseless fools. 

Let us, however, examine the advice of ilu Ihuncer to its 
14 Muhammadan friends ” a little in detail It says ■— 

Wc think it u time that our Muhammadan frimds in tins ruuntry licgan lo 
ask themselves the qucrtion whethrr the war b^lwcan Italy and Turkey 
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can be regarded only freim one point of view, the religions. So &r 
ib Mtt are aware Lbe religions question lias hot entered into the calmla- 
tlo ni of the Italians in the ^mallest degree Whatever the rights or 
the wrongs of the quarrel may be, Italy has Annexed Tripoli not bc&iose 
.she desired to pul a slight upon the whole or any parL of the Muham¬ 
madan world, but because she had interests in this particular regien 
and came to tin: conclusion that the time had arrived lo dupouew 
Turkey ' 

We readily agree with the fhnkft > in thinking that Italy 
has not been moved by any religious impulse but by sheer material 
calculations about physical ev^ansiory or lust Tor empire We 
would go ever further than that and say, that religion as such 
has ceased lo be the supreme motive power that it once was in the 
jrtets and policies of mode rn .Stales Its place has been supplied 
hy expediency and force, if, by a policy of unalloyed opportunism 
wluch is right when it is successful and the "accomplished facts" 
are its sole justification, It is not Oiristinn charily or the religion 
or peace and godliness that restrains one Climtion power from 
robbing its Christian neighbour, bui the wholesome fear of being 
robbed in return, or of stirring into vohanu activity the sleeping 
passions or jealousy, Imtc, and international go id The law of 
reprisals is >i mightier force in the peaceful development of Tiuro- 
l»cuh Affairs than the Divine Lumnuimlnienls tlmt "Thou slult not 
kill rior HLeul/' T'o recognise this frankly and dearly, r r , to under¬ 
stand that the forces wlm li arc slurping the course of modern history 
are, neither moral nor spiritual but, as prinuuvally keen as those 
which stirred the heart of the cave-dweller and move the 
tiger in his den, is to Admit simply lhaL civilisation is but u 
change and nil elaboration of method and not u change in the 
spirit and purpose of modern life. The fanatic of history 
who waged war of ruthless extermination against u world, that 
did not subset live to the particular dogma of his radii, was it 
leant the dupe of generous error and offered the world the alternative 
of swurd or salvation He had absolute belief in his ini^ion 
and was intensely human in his disinterested, though mistaken, 
desire to force his fellow-beings tu share his felicity of hope and 
Ins dreams of iclcstial glory He had his ideor distinct from 
his secular self, and he laved them, not wisely ind, too well Hut 
■he civilised man of today, to whoir his religion is simply a 
prejudice like that of nationality or race, lus thought a^ay Ins 
sense of responsibility to a Supreme Fnwei is .1 mere metaphysical 
Abstraction. He has, instead, created a multitude of gods or 
personal motive and desire which throng round hn own Image 
in his temple’s inner shone. Religiously he 1* toleianl because 
he is indifferent, but no " fanatic” nrer wrought ss much 
wanton misery and suffering as he would be wiling u» do it 
his schemes of personal pleasure or gam me thwiirtcd or opposed. 

Hut, though religion has ceased to be a guiding tone 111 
HurOjK-on politics, it m still a tremendous fever us a living prejudice 
in the .mnvfols of Chiislmii Europe whtnit is devising y'hemcs 
ot aggression against peoples of olun race and cretd The histoiy 
of the relations of Christian jmvier- vri'h Tuikcy or virh any 
other Moslem country is a record of organised attc mpls to coerce, 
to weaken'and to destroy Wr* will be h id, perhaps, that Mich is 
the fate ot everything that has th' misfortune to Ik weak. Hut 
nations full of vitality must grow mul cqumU, Jmt you ion no 
more restrain the elemental cm rgy of the utir-t to aimiv dian 
you can iheck the ftrj if the winds or stem Mu torrents m rfk* 
sea. True; hut let us nud u»< r ar t .*? recorded hy hi dory and 
see how the “Taw of Natum Schrt'<m ' m |X>Mics lias 
been working in Europe Greece wa> wrested without a 
shadow of exruse from Tarkey, because the descendants of ancient 
H alias —a mce of hereditary bondmen rnmc ihc Times of Roman 
ascendancy—enuld noi Ih*iu the humiliation nf being govemtxi 
bv the Turk. Russia declared a pure war of aggression against 
Turkey on the flimsy pretext that the SIav subjects of the 
Sultan were in Lrouble. Some of the choicest provinces were tom 
out of the Ottoman Empire by " the Concert of Europe,” and were 
either annexed by the mtmbersof theConccrt themselves or constituted 


into autonomous States. The Christian populations of Turkey instigat¬ 
ed by the agents of some of the great Powers periodically rise in 
revolt And are perpetually simmering with sedition, fknd when these 
rebellious and disruptive elements are put down with a heavy hand, 
the conscience of the Great Christian Powers is shocked, and 
forthwith rise the cries of driving the "unspeakable” Turk bag ami 
baggage out of Europe Scores of Jews are periodically mass* 
cred in Russia in coid blood They are tortured, and their houses 
are pillaged and burned. Not a voice of pity and compassion .s 
raised at this carnival of unutterable suffering and woe, no protest of 
righteous indignation is heard in condemnation of the tyrant 
But it may be said that Russia is too strong. What, then of thr 
late Belgian King, Leopold, whose atrocities in the C014," killed 
the laughter in the throat of the world’s great humorist, Mark Twain, 
and drew from him a ‘•rathmg condemnation of the unprovoked 
savagery of tin European and Christian myrmidons of Leopold? 
Did the concert of Europe annex Belgian Congo, or threaten the 
tiny Kingdom of Leopold ? The " Concert of Europe ” snored 
with an easy conscience 

Again, the annexation of Bosnia and Hci«cgovina by Austria 
was, to put it at the lowesL plane, a flagrant piece of illegality. 
Europe saw the operation m blank fatuity and hardly moved 
a muscle The independence of Persia stands in jeopardy 
Algeria and Tunis and now Morocco have fallen one after the othei 
into the hands o( France The Moorish dominion lias been 
bargained about as if it were the hereditary estate of France, out 
uf which Germany and Spam could also claim a shore as distant 
cousins The latest coitfi has come from Italy, who has proceeded 
without the least ceremony to establish herself in '1 ripoli Now, will 
the Pioneer explain if this systematic spoliation of Moslem powers 
and countries is simply tne consequence of their organic decadence 
and feebleness } If the " weakness ” theory is the sole am-»e 
of aggression as well as its final justification, how romes it that 
Sutn. as chronically feebie as Greece, Switzerland, Portugal, the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden and Norway exist intact today 
amidst the ruthless operation of the law ol the Survival of the 
Fittest? lx n nor because their Christian diaractei has hedged them 
round with a halo or inviolibility? Europe, with its catholic 
literatim and agnostic plnlosnply, is petty and sectarian at the core 
[l has rrerted a ring round iLs civilisation with boundaries, marked 
with the Cross. '\ ithm the ring there may exist straight dealing and 
liur play . but without it the race is lo the sharped and the cleverest 
,itid the devil lake ihr stickler in manners and morals It seems as 
if the Theory of Evolution was evolved with set purpose to che^r 
conscience, and give to the acts of irresponsible brute power the 
iemblance of unavoidable necessity Be this as it may, tlie 
f^nneer must ha\u thought its "friends” the Miiisalmars to be 
irredeemably stupid when it .10 graciously set out to enlighten 
them on the inner motives of Italy’s action We may, however, 
insure tin Plow* that the Mnssalmans have wit enough lo 
understand that Italy would not dare to play *ho licensed 
brigand of Europe against a Christian power, dial if this M war Ls 
■1 war between two States,” the international law and morality hare 
been <■» lightly brushed aside because it is also a war of u Christian 
Tower against one professing a different religion. 

The sLrong sense of indignation at Lhc outrage that has marked 
the utterances of the European Press 15 nut, however, shared by 
the responsible political circles of Europe. To the Great Powers 
lhc moral aspect of the question dots nut Appeal at all, and the 
only consideration that enters into their calculations is the mann*t 
m which the Italian occupation of Tripoli will affect thejr respective 
interest The coolness with which they contemplate the cul *de sac 
of the Italian move, and the assurance with whiebthey discuss its 
legality and right afford a chastening experience and vaat political 
education The finur, writing on the 26th September, said that "for 
the moment thr most interesting news is that relating to the 'attitude 
of the Powers towards the action that Italy is (now contemplating to 
secure satisfaction for her grievances in the African province. Iij 
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Vienna ihe situation is regarded with ( anxious resignation 9 " What¬ 
ever this new phrye may mean in the language of diplomacy, it does 
not certainly err on the side of excessive solicitude for the 
rights of Turkey. According to the Vienna correspondent 
of the Times wiring on the 35th September, “Turkey intends, 
it ls said, to appeal for Austro-Hungarian and German diploma¬ 
tic intervention against Italy, but 11 is taken for granted in all political 
and diplomatic circles here that, even if made, the appeal will be ineffec¬ 
tual in so far as Austria Hungary is concerned Such intervention 
might endanger the very existence of the Triple Alliance. Non¬ 
intervention may, on ihe other hand, damage Austro-Tuikish and 
particularly TurcoGerman relations—a contingency uhich will 
probably be considered the lesser of two evils ” It has, however, 
been hinted thal the “anxious resignation " or Austria is inwardly 
a more complacenl mood, and that she has compounded with 
Italy in exchange lor a free hand in Albania. We read that 
“the attitude of Austna-Hungaiy is marked by comprehension 
of the Italian standpoint, and, while by no means unfriendly 
towards Turkey, is inspired by the consideration that the 
boundesl policy for ihe Ottoman Govemmcrt is to agree with its 
adversary quu Uy without over much haggling WhaU ver influence 
Austria-Hungary 1 an eKcrcisc at ConslantmopL and aL Runic will 
doubtless be used to promote a pacific settlement The keen anxiety 
which continues to be felt here proceeds from the fear that the Tiipolitan 
crisis may presently be attended by serious Balkan complications " 
Tt will, we are sure, be not very difficult to understand the 
Austrian “ comprehension of Italian standpoint ” It would have lu.cn 
indeed surprising if Austua had failed to recognise the features ot 
a fellow brigand. “ As regards the attiturle of Fiench opinion, then, 
was a significant sentence 111 a leading article or the Temps lr *A mgiit 
on the Morocco question Speaking uf the pra.e winch Prince had 
already paid for the deyintfresscmcnt of various Powers in Moiocco, 
that journal said —‘We sacrificed to Italy not merely our pos¬ 
sible chance, of expansion to the* south of Tunis, bur, what va« 
mop: strious still, till 1 principle of the integrity of the Ottoman 
Empire 111 

The German altitude's no less self regarding in its calculation?. 
Amongst the vinous reasons suggested tor Itali.ui action, ihe Cologne 
Gazette ^mts at the lolluwinp “ Hi (Italy's) anxieties are obviously 
inspired by the fear that thr' French, if within a 'rompamlrndy sHnrt 
nme they succeed in making themselves at home m Morocco, will 
again turn their eyes towards Tripoli in order to absorb it from the 
hinterland " The Merlin correspondent ot the 'hm.es says that “ this 
assertion, which appears in 1 ai i 011 s quarter., i* varied by the fmlhcr 
suggestion that although France ha-, assured Italy of her bcnevolen. 
neutrality she is, in far 1 , by reason of her Urge interests in Turkey, 
by no means vuisfi^d wit! the cnumi events' have taken, And the 
Power which his reallv encouraged Italy 1. England, who alone 
has any advantage to gam from the dissolu.ron of the 1 urkish 
Empire 99 Thus, it is dear that, while unable to disguise die only 
too patent fact that it is one of her own allies that lias robbed her 
“friend,’ 1 the Turk, Geimany wishes to take advantage of the 
imbroglio co inculpate France and England to save htr own 
face. 

The St Petersburg correspondent of the Time r, winng on the 
r6th September, says that 11 responsible opinion in Russia has been 
unanimously on the side of Italy throughout the long struggle to 
obtain rightful recognition of Italian interests at the hands of the 
Turkish authorities in Tripoli. This sympathy has increased as the 
ties, political and commercial, binding the two Governments and 
peoples have grown stronger. The resolute measures taken by Italy 
to enforce respect of her interests are entirely approved here." So, 
another of the Triple Entente Powers, discovers love enough in her 
heart to bestow on Italy 

' In these sordid calculations of self-interest and self-aggrandise¬ 
ment, which marked the attitudes of European'Powers at the begin- 
ning of the Tnpolilan crisis, not a word about, the rights and integrity 


of Turkey had been uttered Her existence as an independent Power 
having interest as well as honour and self-respect, has been absolutely 
ruled out ol account. And, while this crisis was about to develop 
into war, Sir Edward Grey was reported to have "left London for 
Nuneham, where he is staying with Mr. Harcourt, Secretary 
of State for the Colonies " » Diplomatic sang jrmd could not 
go further 

In Lhc face of these facts, will |Jic Pioneer have us believe lhat 
this “purely temporal affair" l-ns no other aspect and derives no 
signifionce from its very cynicism and audacity ? The Pioneer 
may rest assured that the Mussulmans have the fullest trust and 
confidence ir the sense of justice of their rulers, and it i« this * 
confidence which has encnuiaged them to address to the British 
nation and Government their appeals on belulf or Turkey They, 
however, quite realise the position of the British Gotemmcnt 
in regard to the situation, and we are sure they would do nothing 
that may in any way “add to the emhurrassmnnt of British 
statesmen ” It must be a great relief to them to learn that the 
rumours of on intended annexation of Egypt have authoritatively 
been contradicted , and we should like to believe thal jmrtly, at 
least, Moslem reeling in India induced the Government to do so 
It is, however, a little melancholy to think that, like Sir Edward 
Grey, the Plotter docs not know its own mind, and waits for 
light and inspiration from the “British Ministers." This is not 
a very edifying uLLitudc for 11 paper that pretends to guide and in¬ 
struct public opinion in this country The Times of India and other 
responsible organs of Anglo Indian opinion did not wait for such 
illumination 

Whatever may be the upshot of the Italian bid for Tripoli, it has, 
at any rate, revealed to Turkey her real position 111 the comity ol 
Europe,m Powers. If she evoi bwicved m lhc existence of disin¬ 
terested friendship or even goodwill for her, she was very much 
mistaken, ll she appealed to Europe with 11 view of getting justice 
and fairpUy, sht was more mistaken still. She has to depend simply 
and ir the last resort on the strength of her own arm. We believe cn 
lightened pati mtisni is nut at a discount in modem Turkey, nor is there «• 
any dearth of tried counsellors and seasoned statesmen. I-ct them 
close their ranks, rise to the height of the occasion and guide the 
fortunes m Lin u country out of a grave crisis. There have been, we 
.ire ,orr> to note, persistent rumours that the Committee of Union 
and Prog 1 css has been a little summary and impatient in its methods 
and intulemnL ol free ind independent criticism If the allegation is 
true, not lung can be more disastrous to the growth of liberal ideas 
and fret, prugicssive institutions in the Empire. We, however, do 
not believe anything of the kind would be tolerated by a well-known 
bony of devoted patriots who are amongst the menders uf the 
Commuter Let the CommiLtee boldly clear its character, and 
above all emerge into sight, for an occult power working behind the 
scene ls apt to breed suspicion. 

To ;a*e the Empire from forcihle dismemberment from without 
01? disintegration from within is the great problem of Turkish states¬ 
men It is also, wc behve, the most fervent wish of every patriotic 
Ottoman We cannot see how the nation can reconcile itself to the 
loss of such a large and integral part of the Empire as Tripoli The 
[lowers of resistance have nut yet been entirely exhausted. The 
papers received by the last Egyptian mail are full of accounts of the 
enormous excitement that had been produced in Egypt and through¬ 
out North Africa by the news of the impending war Tripolitan 
raises and ulema and students in Egypt had been writing to the press 
lolunteenng their services and expressing their conviction that the 
Tripolitans will shed their lost drop of blood in defence of the 
country. The real war has yet to begin and Italy may yet reap the 
consequences of her adventure. If Right is a force Lhat is bound to 
triumph in lhc end, we hope she will learn a lesson lor her faithless 
repudiation of law and civilised usage more humiliating and bitter 
than the one she learnt in Abyssinia. . 
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The NevVs of the War. 

Reuter wired from Tobruk ■—An Arab leader boarded the 
cruiser Am and tendered hi% submission. He promised to do his 
utmost to induce the other chiefs Lu recognise Italy. The inhabitants 
are returning to the towns. A proclamation issued by the Italian 
Commander-In-Chief to the inhabitants of Tripoli announces that he 
has been sent not to enslave the population but to restore their rights, 
* punish the usurpers, and make them thur own masters The inhabit¬ 
ants will henceforth be governed by their Chiefs under the patronage 
of King Emmanuel. Fifteen Lhnusand troops were landed at 'I 
on the 13th instant making the total garrison in the town ol twenty- 
two thousand Further fifteen thousand nun will follow shortly 
Reuter wired from Rome —Replying to the piotest of the Council of 
Administration of the Ottoman Debt against the expulsion of the 
Debt officials from 7 Vi|joli, Signor Cnlilti yesterday declared that the 
Italian occujiaUon of Tripoli would not prejudice the interests of 
foreijpi creditors Reuter wired from Malta —Cholera has broken 
uut in Tripoli and up to the present four deaths have been recorded 

Reuter wired from Constantinople ■—The Government has issued 
an additional list of contraband articles comprising cereals, preserved 
food stuffs, bank notes and bills of exchange. Reuter wired from 
St. Petersburg .—Owing to apprehensions that the Porte may treat 
corn as contraband, the Russian Ambassador recently pointed out to 
the Porte the importance of the matter to Russia. Receiving no 
definite answer, the Ambassador sent a Note declaring firmly that 
Russian com was subject neither to arrest nor confiscation unless 
addressed to the Italian forces, and making the Portt responsible for 
the violation of Russia’s rights The Porte lias since allowed a Greek 
com steamer to pass Nevertheless, the ambassador insists upon an 
official reply. Replying to the Russian protest against nuking corn 
contraband the Porte says that neutral grain steamers bound for 
neutral ports will be allowed to pass, but cargoes consigned to Italian 
war harlamrs, military authorities, or contractors will be stopped. 

Reuter wired from Constantinople —The repressive measures 
of the hitherto all-powerful Court Martial against the press is causing 
dissatisUction, and recently the Counnl of Minsters rejected some 
of the Court’s anti-press orders. The ;Mmistcr for War, who is 
believed to be responsible for the Court's arbitrariness*, is becoming 
^.increasingly unpopular The English papers published on th.s 14th 
instant a letter from the President of th* Turkish Cnumbcr of Deputies 
expressing thanks lor British sympathy with Turkey and protesting 
against the attitude of Euiopc in permitting the Italian coup Reuter 
wired on the 1 ath instant from Constantinople 1 —Innm Yahya has pro 
claimed a Holy War. The tribes Arc docking to tiic o nit, though it is 
obviously useless, Italy commanding the sea" Rcutet wired from Cons¬ 
tantinople .—The Opposition Deputies have refused to mod the 
Unionists to discuss a common programme and pros* nl a tin ted front 
to Italy. They have also declined to support the new Ministry. The 
Unionists have likewise decided nor to support the M mslry unless it 
-conforms to the policy of resistance to the bitter end The !;Uc of the 
Mimstiy is sealed and a coalition Ministry i* probubl* A inesugr lu 
the D lily Telegraph from Constantinople states that there are indica¬ 
tions that the military party is dissatisfied with the s.u nine ness ui the 
’Sultan. Tlit: name of the tair-appan nl is already whispered is the 
man most likely to check the disintegration of Tuikey. Ahmed Kiza 
has been re-elected President of the Turkish Chamber of Deputies. 
The Parliftuisnl was opened on tfv, 14.I1 instant in lIil alternoun. 

The Speech from the Throne dealt mainly with the action of Italy 
and die steps token by Govemmouv towards mediation on the part 
of the Powers. I11 the meantime, it was stated, Government continues 
to hive recourse to measures i 0 defend the rights' and legitim ite 
interests of Turkey The speech was listened to in profound silenre, 
and then* was no applause. The Sultan was surrounded b> the 
eldest Princes and appeared much affected. On the conclusion of 
the spetvh, two Ulemas offered uj» prayers for the successful iog-ue of 
the oasis and malediction of I tidy. 

Reuter wired from Fur* Said .—The Turkish tiansport 
Kaisrti entered the Ouial and landed troops at Kontara, 
whence they will proceed ?0 Palestine via El Arish, escorted by 
the Egyptian Coast Guards. The Kaiser t has been transformed 
into ahospital dnp and is proceeding to ibe Red Sea. 

Reuter wired from bnfiu :—A more optimistic feeling prevails as 
the result of interviews between the Bulgarian Ministers and foreign 
diplomats. Bulgaria will at present not take any military measures 

Reuter wired from Rome Two hundred Turkish Infantry in 
the early morning of the 1 ath instant opened a sharp fire on the Italian 
advanced post west of Bumdian Wells. The Italians replied with rifle 
fire, and a few shells from the uaval guns. The Turks reared leaving 
one killed and a machine gun. The Italians had two men slightly 


wounded. Reuter wired from Tripoli.—General Cantva is organi¬ 
sing an expedition into the interior, and will start next week. He 
carries supplies for a.month. Four aeroplanes accompanied by 
Italian officers and pilots, are on their way to Tripoli. It 1* intended 
that they shall be used in warfare. If occasion arises attempts will 
be made to bomb the enemy’s encampments. Reuter * r| red from 
Malta —It is asserted that the cholera in Tupoli was brought oy tm* 
Turkish transport Serna. The cases are so far confined to 'hi 
Mussulmans but the Italian authorities are uneasy and have adopted 
most rigorous measures t.j prevent the spread of the disease among 
the troops Router wired from Rome —A message received her 1 
from Mil 1 sown stale* ihal mobilisation in Eritrea is proceeding most 
satisfactorily Ten thousand naval troops are under arms and some 
have made long loumeys, in many cases lasting over a week, on foot, 
to join their regiments 

It is emphatically stated in Italian official quarters that if Tuikey 
desires quirk and dignified iieace she must be reconciled to the 
entire loss of Tnjioli If, however, outrages against Italians 
continue in Asu Minor, the Dalian fleet will carry the war into 
other Turkish provinces. Italy has also notified the Powers to this 
effect 

Reuter wired from Constantinople —The replies of the Powers 
to the Porte’s representations on the subject of Italian occupation of 
Tripoli are of varying rharacter, some staling that ihere exists no 
possible basis for mediation in view of Tin key’s continued insistence 
on the recognition of her sovereign rights 111 Tripoli, and others 
pointing out that peace proposals should prooerly emanate fron 
Turkey. The Porte has replied reaffirming that the recognition of 
its sovereign rights in Tripoli is a sine ana non , but that it is prepared 
in other respects to treat Italian interests on broad lines. 

Reuter wired from Genoa ‘The third Italian Dreadnought 
Leona*d da Vmci was launched here on the 13th instant Tlw 
fourth Italian Dreadnought has been launched on the 14th instant 
An Italian destroyer struck a rock while entering Tripoli on Friday, 
the 13th instant, and is now a total wreck. 

Reuter wired from Malta —Cholera in Tripoli is slowly spreading 
The number of deaths up to the present is si*. The last batch of 
fifteen thousand men of the Italian Expedition to Tripoli sailed 
seendy on Saturday, the 14th instant. They touk with nem \ 
number of automobiles, specially equipped to pull heavy weights ovr.i 
desert sand The Turkish troops behind Tripoli appear to be in 
desperate straits for want or food The Italians have succeeded m 
stopping a hundied camel loads of provisions leaving the town on vhe 
14th instant in two’s and three’s The attempts of the TmVs to seize 
barley and cattle have caused the Sheikhs of the inland tribes to mi 
off supplies. Tlu.y are now attacking small bodies or Turks whenever 
opportunity offers. 

It is stated that a conference armngf-d for the 15th 
instant between the Italian Ambassador in Berlin and Von Kiderlen 
Waechler, G'rmin Foreign Secretary, Ins been postponed, the 
Emperor William having sent for the Ambassador to confer with him 
at his hunting lodge at Hubertusstock It is, however, denied that 
the German Emperor scut fur the Italian Ambassador to confer with 
him as reported. 

Reuter wired from Tripoli .—Some ol Lite expedition try troop** 
are going to garrison uLhei coast towns, especially Beneha'.i, Tobruk 
and Derna Italian telegram*, report that 150 Turkish officers have 
surrendered at Tripoli. It is believed that the Turkish troops will 
shortly surrender in spite of orders from Constantinople. A message 
from Tripoli states that the Turks on the 15th instant; on Sl'iiitay 
night attacked the Italian entrenchments at Bumelian Wells, their 
forces being divided into two parties with two guns. Djsultory firing 
took place and one Italian soldier was wounded. Two Italian 
regiments eventually dmve off the Turks with hot fire. Four 
aeroplanes have arrived at Tripoli and will immediately be used. 

Reuter wired from MilanCholera riots have broken oat at 
Segni, near Rome. The mob on the 14th instant sacked the Town 
Hall, the Mayor and clerks being obliged to escape by ihe roof. The 
rioters subsequently carried seven cholera patients, two of whom weio 
dying, on their shoulders from the hospital to their homes Troops 
from Rome have occupied Segni and many arrests have been made. 

It is semiofficially announced in Vienna that the Powers ha\ e 
ceased their efforts in regard to mediation in the Turco-Italmn 
hostilities, os they do not see any prospect of success, Italy being 
apparently determined upon the absolute annexation of Tripoli. 
Renter wires from Berlin:—Dr. Von Bethmann Holiwegg m A 
letter to the President of the Reichstag says he is willing to answer 
interpellations regarding foreign policy but the Government is not 
able to make any statements regarding Morocco 01 Tripoli. He 
mentions that a continuous exchange of views with the Powers is 
proceeding with a view to ending the Turco-Italiao war. 



21st October. 


Fhe Comrade, 


339 


Reuter wired from Rome-—A message from Massowa to the 
Ttifrun* states that a considerable Turkish force is assembling at 
Moka and it is staffed that a dash on the Eritrean Coast is contem¬ 
plated. The Daily Mail states that the Galipoli Division of the 
Turkish Fleet sailed on ther5th instant for an unknown destination. 
Reuter wires from Constantinople: The correspondent of the 
Vienna newspaper Drt 2 eit states that the Turkish Fleet left 
Lhe Bosphorus to protect the harbours of Epirus 

The British Foreign Office has irjformed Lloyds -hat all Ottoman 
Light-houses including those in the Adriatic and tbr; Red Sea have 
b«tn closed by order of the Porte. 

Favourable Turkish reply regarding the free passage of com- 
carrying vessels has stimulated the Russian com market 

Reuter wired from Constantinople A decree imposes an 
import duty of one hundred per con* arf valorem on Italian 
merchandise. 

Reuter wirtd from Toulon The cruiser Leon Gumlutia has 
ailed for Tripoli to protect French interests. 

It is seated m Lome that Munir Pasha, the Turkish Comman¬ 
der in Tripoli, has been deposed r y the troops and replaced by 
Nesciat Bey After the change, the officci? held a conference 
At ivhich some urged marching to Turn* Nesciat llcy, however, 
insisted upon continuing resistance. 

^ message from Tripoli states that General Caneva has sem 
u oops escuited bv warships to occupy the Town ot lloms, fifLy 
nrles to the east of Tripoli Italian troops hue occupied Homes 
and a Governoi has been appointed Flic Turk:, arc retiring to tlv 
mountains. 

Reuter wired fjom Constantinople —In the Chamber of Deputies 
on the i8th inst, the Grand Vwsier made a statement .jf the policy of 
the Government, declaring that they would defend Ottoman rights at 
all costs The Minister further announced that, in order to safeguard 
iht interests of the country, it was proposed to modify the policy 
pursued up to the present ana lo seek alliances. The Grand Vi/icr 
stated that he wa: prepared ro furnish explanhoris with regard to 
1'npoli at a secret sitting, which is now in progress 

The British and German Ambassadors had a long inter *.mi o.j 
die i8ih instant with the Marquis Disan Giulmnu, iho 1 Lilian Fouign 
Mmister in Rome, w th a view to ending the Turku-Italian hoslilitiis 
(l is stated in Italian official quarters that Turkey must 
first definitely renounce what she has already lost. It is ilsn 
declared that if Turkey even threatens a dcmnustni on with a 
*-i|uadron ( Italy will act regardless of consequences and in at cor dart t. 
with the full rights of war If, however, Turkey comrilies with the 
Italian demands, Italy will pay her an indemnity, but if ihur is any 
delay in accepting her terms, Italy will demand a wai indemnity 


• The Moslem Feeling in India. 

A deputation of Lading Mahomedans headed by Mr Aiiiiruddin 
Taiyabji und the Hon Mr. Fazalbho/ Lbnih m saw Mr. Haji i mail 
Haji Hush on Atfho'wulU in connection widi the Turkish Uid 
Crescent Society bund. The deputation was w-u'Oiuud and a uim 
of Ri was promised. 

The Mussulmans of BaLiscre offered pmyeis on Saturday, lh* 
14th instant, for Turkish vu jit y and the triumph of Islam. It wa> 
decidcd .0 10-operate with the In-han Rod Cie-irent Society 01 
'aiteutta. and raise fund' the relitl of th> sufferers of the v.u. 

The Muslims ul Hyderabad, Dec'an, a:e greilly agitated ovei 
the 1 uico Italian war and Urdu tetegraphn extracts are circulated 
twice a day. The l/lcmas have made arrau^rnicrts *r»r prayers to Ik: 
offered at masques for Turkish victory On Friday, ll\c 13th mslant, 
special prayers were offered in the junta Masjid, and the Mussulmans 
I toped thai His Ma.csty Ring George V. would exeri his friendly in 
ffuencc with Italy lor effecting peace, a* he had promt>cd at hi-* 
accession that he would walk 111 the footsteps of h's 'ather 

X large number of Mahome dam assembled on Sunday, the 15th 
instant, to offer prayers in the Baralipura Mosque, B hagai pur, for the 
success and prosperity of H I. M. the Sultan of J urkey, who is 
recognized as 41 Caliph of the Mussulman*" all over tin* world The 
meeting expressed indignation At Lhe aggressive and immoral policy 
of the Italians and surprise at the determined silence ui the European 
Powers 


Letters to tlie British Press. 

The Rt. Hon'Me Mr. Amir AK. 

To the Editor or the 11 Times ” 

Sir,—A i one deeply interested in the growth and maintenance 
of amity and friendly feeling between Christianity and Islam and 
ill seeing the two great creeds working harraonjbusly, and if possible 


hand-in-hand, in the cause of progress in their respective spheres, 

I venture to trespass on the hospitality of your columns to call 
attention to the unthinkable consequences of the projected Italian 
invasion of the Turkish possession of Tripoli. To England the * 
mattes i» one of .aqious moment, a hundred mtJDW* ^^r^fu^uQSahs 
acknowledge her sway, and they all take the keenest interest in 
everything., that concerns, . thefr fellow-religionists.abroad, The 1 
fury and hatred lo which such a wan tun and unwarrantable act of , 
aggression is sure to give rise will re-act m every part of the Moslem 
world , Egypt and the whole of No;them Africa will be immediately 
affected by it, and the work of conciliation and the progress of good 
will will be thrown back by centuries.# 

Whatever excuse may be urged in palliation of the appropria¬ 
tion of Morocco by France, there 15 not the slightest for Lhe attempt 
by Italy to provoke a wur ol creeds and races by the spoliation 
of Turkey Her “ grievances ” to which you rekr in to day’s issue 
of the Times are too flimsy to justify the action she proposes lo take. 

1 appeal to every lover of peace and good will on earth to 
protest with all his power, before it is too late, against this flagrant 
breach ot all canons of international morality on the part of a 
nominally Christian country 

1 am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

Amber Ali. 

Reform Club. Pall Mall, S.W., September 27th 

Halil Halid Bey. 

To 1HK Em 1 ok o* the “Near East" 

Sir, - The news of Italy’s surprising attempt to pounce on 
Tripoli contained in this morning's paper*. musL surely have come 
as a severe moral shock to ail right-minded people, no matter what 
their nationality. Vet there are not wanting signs that Italy, the 
aggressor, will hnd friends and supporters amongst the European 
Powers. Indeed, with the little matter of Adowa still comparatively 
fresh 111 her mcnrjiy, it se< ms certain that she would hardly have 
diued to embark 011 such a piece ol piracy unless .she had reasons 
to expect such support Whether she may not lirnl these expecta¬ 
tions false at the critical mumeiV. remains lo be seen, of cuurse. 
lli-l what an extraordinary example of 11 justice" we haw presented 
to .is I Because France and Germany come to terms about 
'Morocco and agree to share the spoils, Iluly must be “ compen¬ 
sated "—at the expense of a friendly imljuii ! Vet 111 view of past 
experience, those Turkish Minister 1 who have been conducting 
Ottoman foreign idalions must certainly be blamed for not having 
fo.esLen the stale of affairs Lhat has arisen, and in due t>me the 
Turks will rcqui e an explanation of their failure Lo do so. For the 
Ume being, howevei, we can lc* lhe question remain unanswered, and 
devote ourselves lo the detenu* ol our country and us interests. 

At present it is not quite clear what England’s altitude on this 
question is to be. she has a magnificent opportunity of showing * 
herself t urkey’s true hiend and of regaining by a single stroke alt 1 
her former prestige at Constantinople, which has undoubtedly suf- t 
tered ot late And lo do so she has only to show herself determined 
lo prevent an entirely unw irrauted attempt at carrying through 
a policy ol u grab," and to stand firm for the cause ol justice.—1 
p.in, etc 

London, SepL-mlicr 25th, up 1. Hsui Hai in 


Text of Italy’s Note to Turkey. 

1 ukote’.hOtJi a l<mg ‘■cues of years ihe iLilian Government has 
neve- exist'd !u ripresent to the Porte the absolute necessity thai 
the >tate ol disorder and neglect in which Tripoli and Gyrczuicn a 
arc left by Turkey s.Vu'Jd come to no end, and thal these regions 
should b* allowed lo enjoy the same progress as that attained by 
uihcr jxi’-Ls til Northern Afucu This translormalion, which is 
required by the general exigencies of civilization, constitutes, so 
lar as Italy is concerned, a vital interest ol Lhe very first order, by 
reason of th: small distance separating these countries from Lhe 
coasts of Italy 

Notwithstanding the attitude maintained by the Italian Govern¬ 
ment, which has always loyally accorded us support to the Imperial 
Government on ilic different j>oliiicid questions of recent Limes, 
notwithstanding the moderation and patience displayed by the 
Italian Government hitherto, nut only hair its vie ms in regard to 
Tripoli been misunderstood by the Imperial Government, but what 
is more, all enterprises on tin part of Italians, in the aforesaid 
regions, constantly encounter a systematic opposition of the most 
obstinate and unwarranted kind 

The Imperial Government, which has thus up to now displayed 
constant hostility towards all legitimate Italian activity in Tripoli 
and Cyrunaira, quite recently, at Lhe eleventh hour, proposed to 
the Royal Government to come Lo an undersLanding, declaring 
itself disposed to grant any economic concession compatible wire 
the treaties in force and with the higher dignity one interests of 
Turks, but the Royal Government does not now f*el itself ui a 
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posiiii.m to enter upon such negotiations, the uselessness of which 
ur demonstrated by past experience, and which! far from constitu¬ 
ting a guarantee fur the future, could but afford a permanent cause 
of friction and conflict 

On the other hand, information received by the Royal Govern¬ 
ment from its Consular \g* nts in Tripoli and Cyrcnaica represent.* 
the MluaUwn there as extremely dangerous on account of the 
agitation prevailing against Italian subjects, which is very obviously 
fomented by officers and other orgins of the authorities. This 
agitation constitute* an imminent danger not only to Italian subjects 
but alio to foreigners of any nationally who, justly perturbed and 
anxious for their safety, have dumrnuio dfu embark and arc leaving 
'Tripoli without tMay The arrival at Tnpoli of Ottoman military 
transports, the furious consequences of the sending of which the 
Royal Government had not failed to point out previously to the 
Ottoman Government, cannot but aggravate the .situation and 
impress on the Royal Government the strict and absolute obliga¬ 
tion of providing againM the penis rr -.idling therefrom The 
Italian Government, therefore, finding itself forced to think of 
the guardianship of its dignity and Us interests, has dec ided to 
proceed to the military occupation of Tnpoli and Gyruiaica. 
This solution is the only one Italy can decide upon, And the Royal 
Government expects that the Imperial Government will in con¬ 
sequence give orders so Lh.it it may meet with no opposition from 
the present. Ottoman representatives, and that the measures which 
will be the necessary consequence may be effected without difficulty. 
■Subsequent agreements would be made between the two Govern¬ 
ments to settle the definitive situation arising therefrom The Royal 
Ambassador in Constantinople has orders to Ask for a peremptory 
reply on this matter from the Ottoman Government within 24 hours 
from the presentation of the present document, in default of which 
the Italian (Government will be ohligcd to pierced to the imme¬ 
diate execution of the measures destined to ensure the occupation. 

Pray add that the reply of the I’urlc within the aforesaid 
limit or 24 hours must he communicated to us through the inter 
modiary of tin* 'Turkish Emliassy in Rome also 

San Giuiiano 


The Situation before the War. 

(From a “Tuns ” (okhi-sconoi nt TiAImv in Tripoli.) 

Uniter Turkish rule in the Tripolitamc was made effective only 
80 years ago when the old Arab dynasty or the ( aramanli was 
overthrown by a Turkish army Even then it took the Tuiks many 
years to obtain possession of the whole < ruin fry, as the Southern 
Province, Kcxzan, offered a stubborn icsisiantc. In rR7-1 ji txpedi 
tionary coips conquered the Tunregs ol GbiLinri took possession 
of their town Hut for a long lime the Turks runmned in ihe eyes of 
the 'Arabs foreign master* , and on m.inv orrosirna deputations ot 
Arabs appealed to Euro[>taTi Consulates lor their niuiveiitiun. 

Within the last 15 years, however, a ihangc has taken place. 
Turkish administration has ^rown stronger and ^flcrtive With 
the establishment of European consol in Egypt, Tunis and in the 
Western Suhaia many malcontents came bom ihesc countnes and 
infected the inhabitants of the vilayets with thur fanaticism So 
much so that Tripoli became, in the cy^s ol Mus*a minis, ihe strong¬ 
hold of Islam in North Afnc.i Turkish rule vva^ no longer felt as 
a foreign yoke, and the Tuiks even begun to make some concession 
to the Arabs, 4\f,, they allowed a gi.inch on of iht last ('urainan)i 
liey to lxjcome Mayor of Tripoli. 

Owing to the fact that under the I la midian r^tmv the piovince 
of Tripoli was a place of deportation for Young Turks there 
have been able and enlightened men amongst tin:. administrators 
of the ronniry. The beat cxan.plr iv,is hiJd Marshal Fcdjtb 
PaBbo, who acted as Yah lor 10 year*, I ill in 190K he In-edmc Minister’ 
of War in the firsL Young lurk Administration lie introduced 
reforms «n the system ul laxaliun and in the imitation of thj town 
and won the confidence of the Arabs Bui most ol bis ifloits re re 
devoted to the organization of the defence of the vilayet. Th s was 
his answer lo the growing att ntion which Italy had begun to pay 
to Tripoli. 

Italian aspirations aroused ll e suspicion of the lurkish authon 
ties; and they icgaidedwith nervousness e wry Italian enterprise, to 
which they uller all die opposition in their power. They interfered 
especially with the 1 < vising of taid to Italians on all manner of 
pretexts Fearing that any arcideri lo a Kmopean traveller might be 
considered sufficient ga me for intervention, the authorities made 
travelling nearly impossible for Europeans, especially for Italians 
No Italian vra* evar able to penetrate ai far as Fezxan : and the few 
who visited the fertile Djebcl Gharian did U in disguise. 

With the advent ty power of the Young Turks the relations 
between the Turkish authorities and the Italians were further 
strained. National feeling became stronger, and m the newly- 
founded Turkish schools a strong patriotism was inculcated. Among 
other reforms the Grndarmnit was reorganized under the super¬ 
vision of a foreign officer, and the strength of die garrison was 
increased to 90,700. The successors of Redjeb Pasha have all 


been military men like Hussein Husni, now Commander or the 
Division of Constantinople, and Marshal Ibrahim Pasha. 

The soldiers, who are manly Albanians and Syrians, are armed 
with Mauser rifles Forts have been built round the town command¬ 
ing the harbour and they are partly provided with Krupp guns. To 
the artillery have been added mountain batteries for use in the 
defence of the Djebcl. The irregular Arab cavalry is *aid to have 
been recently furnished with modern rifles. 

It is probable that the Italian Navy would easily be able to 
overcome the resistance of the town, but great difficulties would 
arise »f an expeditionary corps uere to attempt to conquer the 
IfinUnland. Three days' journey southwards the roads traverse the 
mountains in narrow defiles, which can readily be dehnded by a 
small force. Wells an; scarce and maps 01 the country do not exist. 

In all probability the Turkish troops would retire to the moun¬ 
tains and there await the invader The population is fanatical and 
thousands would answer Lo the call if & Holy IVar were proclaimed, 
and, indeed, the effect of such a pioclamation might be felt all over 
North Africa 


Tripoli as a Commercial Centre. 

(From a “ Times" Correspondent reclnij.y in Tripoli.) 

Tripoli in former days was the gateway of the T’rans-Saharon 
trade The goods Com llausaland and from the Niger countries 
were brought by caravans to Tnpo'i, a distance ot nearly 1 000 nules 
across the Sah,11 a Thi*e goods were chiefly ivory, ostrich feathers- 
nnd skins. To-day this is rhringed The caravans which formerly 
reached Lhc Mediterranean by way of Chat or Murzuk now take their 
goods to the Niger or the Benue, whence they an; shipped to Europe, 
and thus reach their destination quickly and safely without incurring 
the thousand risks of a desrrt journey The day when the Lagos 
Kane railway will be opened the r l rans Saharan trade will practically 
come to an end altogether and with this the 'Inpolitan market will 
received its deathblow. In the last years the Arab traders of Tripoli 
have been receiving their ostrich feathers and Jems Rum ageius in 
Kano by way of I^agos and Liverpool, ai.d these Nigerian goods they 
resell to British and other European merchants in Tnpoli No douhl 
the coming establishment of British firms in Nigeria will make it 
unnecessary to buy Nigerian goods in Tripoli The dc< line of the 
commerce of Tripoli was dearly explained in a teport ol the Italian 
Consul five ytars ago 

Great hopes aic entertained by some Italians in the possibility 
of *he existence of mineral treasure, in Tripolitan and, Thu 
possibility cannot be denied, although the few investigation* undertaken 
by different geologists have not been at all favourable. Only in the 
spring of this year ihe well known Frxiich geologist M Pemnquiere, 
made a journey from lri|)oh to Gliadamcs and found that the deposits 
at Zar which some had taken for nitrates, and on the exploitation of 
which gieat hopes had been built, were merely gypsum 

In the Djebd Gharian and in some parts of Cyrenaica agriculture 
flourishes 'The chief products arc com, olive-Oil and esparto-grass 
These fertile territories, however, form but small patches in the immense 
area of Tripohtuma The rest consists o* absolutely sterile desert 
interrupted liy only a few oases and camel pastures. Whether some 
' of this dry land can be won for agru ultiirc without the help ot a 
gnat river, as in Egypt, is still an open question OwT.g to absence 
of min during the last two year, a famine is threatening ’.he country. 
A few years ago the Jewish Territorial Organization sent a commission 
to Ortuaira to inquire into the possibility of colonization, a plan 
which whs received favourably by the Turkish Government But the 
report ol this commission was *0 unsatisfactory Lout the project was 
abandoned 

In the town of Tripoli the chit I mdu* tries are leather-work, 
carpet manufacturing, and sponge fishing Much 1* being done to 
encourage home industries by ihe Turkish Technical School, which 
is quite a model institution, Of the export articles one of the imx»t 
important 1s 1 esparto-git^s , it is mainly shipped to England, where it 
is used 1x1 the manufacture of paper. 

Europe is represented in Tnpoli by about 2,000 Italians (not 
counting the Levantine and Jewish proteges of the Italian Consulate) 
by a siirlar number of Greeks and not more than a dozen or two 
British, Germans and French. To the British Consulate belong 
about 4,coo Maltese. These are quiet and industrious people, 
earning their livelihood by fishing and petty trading. The few 
British residing li Tripoli are mostly connected wilh (be esparto-gross 
business which is run by a Liverpool firm Thric Ore also the mis¬ 
sionaries of the North Africa Mission who op? doing excellent 
work m Lheir Medical Mission establishment 

The strongest European contingent 11 formed by the Italian 
colony. In it the Sicilians predominate. They are artisans and 
traders Owing to their excitable temperament the Ttfclun Consul 
is always busy settling quarrels, It is well known that many of the 
Italians are people who left their home for good reaatip?. These 
naturally increase the difficulties of their Consol. Then we have 
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xhe>m/fo)v* of the Banco di Kama, which was established in Tripoli ‘■hois of a black or brown Vine.ui Moslem is to realuo ihul 

some years a^o Unfortunately the Italian colony is not a united the action of hr,mce in Morocco followed by the contemplated 
one, out contains many factions and rival parlies. To illustrate Italian coup 111 Tripoli amount lo a combined onslaught uDon 

this it is only necessary to mention that there are no less than three Islam, both as a political and spiritual force—the two being 

Italian newspapers printed in Tripoli, which represent very strong virtually inseparable, at .uiy rale, to the African mind—and 

party feelings. One, the Economist# <ix 7 'npuh^ is a Clerical paper cannot but be so regarded fioii 1 the Mediterauean littoral to 

and belongs to the Banco di Roma ; the second, the h^ho t/t l'ripuh y the Nile on the oast and tin Niger on the south. \ few years 

is Liberal ; and the thud, // Projrrcsso, is more or less anarchical, &go Italian ambitions in I'upcli might, perhaps, have been 

attacking violently the Consular authorities When speaking of the achieved without iery much difficulty—whether morally justifiable 

Italian colon) we also must mention some wealth) Tripolitan Jews or not—but then active expression now occurs at a time when 

who are natural^cd Italians They represent a more |ianln element two circumstances have entirely ^lleied ihe situation. I refer to 

and are in some contrast lo the militant rmp f uv{$ of the Banco di the recrudescence of political activity on the pArt of 'Turkey in 

Roma As a result ot the Italian industrial rnteipnse there arc in Tripoli and its iitst thmirlind in the Central Sudan, and to 

Tripoli an uil mill, an esparto-grass press, an ice-nuclunc and a Ihe recognition by Lhe Sumssis of the spiritual authority of the 

cinematograph ^ Sultan, an event of the deepest significance 


The handful of Germans are quiet people, playing no important 
tCle in the town Some Italians newspapers connected the German 
Consul with the 'Turkish resistance lo Italian enterprise, but aiicli 
rumours seem to be unfounded From the fact that he obtained 
some trifling concessions for his countrymen, such as the installation of 
acetylene light lanterns in the main sticels of the town, one cannot 
speak for a German invasion, as was actually done in a correspon 
dence, 111 La Ttibuna As the Italians have been in many 
ways opposed by the Turks they show jealousy against any othei 
European enterprise and liad seen in every German or other foreigner 
a dangerous competitor and opponent For example, a Swiss debtor 
who spent a few months holiday m Tripoli a*, a visitor w'as reported in 
several Italians papers to have obtained a concession for the erection of 
a German hospital in competition with the Italian Clinique It is 
not to be denied that Italian jealousy is to some extent responsible 
for the backward state of Tripoli. The old telegraph cable to Italy 
■s in such a bad state that on the average half the time it is out of 
use. A Turkish projccL to unite Tripoli with the next Tunisian 
telegraph station, which is only at a distance of about So miles, was 
resented strongly by the Italians, who feared it might prove an 
opening for French influence Tripoli posbesses two hotels, which, 
howtver, hardly deserve the name A German plan to erect a t\t w 
one also met with Italian opposition 

With regard to the relations of the nnn-Itahan nationalities 
wth the Turkish authorities, they arc not wurse than in any other 
part of the Ottoman Empire The relations he'.ween the Italians 
and Tanks liave never been very friendly in the last ten year, though 
during 1 .the governorship of General Hussein Hu*m improved 
and the antagonism of the two l’owir* seemed to lessen somewhat 
But this was altered lost winter when Hussein Hlsth was reola^ed 
by Marshal Ibrahim Pasha, an old vein an q[ the Russo-Turkish Wai. 
The relation? between the new Governor and the Kalian Consul- 
General. Signor Pfstaloud, soon became rained over the Gorman 
affair This man, an Argentine jom r. aIisi who had published violent 
articles in the Tiipohr&n Pa ss against Laly and its representatives, 
hud l>een expelled on the request of the Italian Consul. But he 
tppcaieJ again m Tnpoli in spite of thb most energetic Tinhan 
remonstrations. Unly by referring mjtt^ n Constantinople was 
bis rc-cxuulsioii effected. 

Another unpb omhI trouble was ca^sca by a friction between 
the Banco di Kama and the Banque Ottomane Many nthn 
'incidenta could be enumerated were it noL tH.it they seem too 
10 mcnlion Both Government rproigni’P ihe necessity of a charge * 
A few months ago Signor Testa! .jzzu and his Vice Consuls at 
Benghazi and Dema were recalled and *he Turkish Government 
appointed a new Vali, Bcksr Sami Bi v, who, howcvei, at tins moment 
has not left Constantinople. 

.Since last spring seven spt\ lal correspondents of Italians news 
papers liave been residing m Tiipoli, and the*j ha vs exaggerated 
the importance of many quite msignif^anl incidents and so kept 
the attention of the Italian pubhi con^ianMy 'aimed in TrnxMtan 
affairs. 


Islam in Africa. 

(By thf. “ Times ” Sv>*.cirt. ( ouKbs^iptoLNi Latjei,y in Nioi>ki\ ) 

Events seem to be shaping themselves in a fayhinu calrukded 
to stir Islam throughout Afrua to its depths, iind as the 
consequences may be moment-ms for tte; interests of the African 
Powers, ft few words on the subject cannot be amiss I am not 
one of those who regard Islam m Negro Africa ax a danger— 
except in the face of wanton aggression by Christian Powers 
nt Christian nusssicnary zeal pushed lmpolitically before the 
time has come when the Negro Moslem can distinguish the 
functions of one white man from those of another But the 
connexion between Negro Muhammadanism and the Muhanv 
m^danism of the Arabs and Berbers of the North is sufficiently 
close, communications are sufficiently extensive and continuous, 
and the bond or a common faith sufficiently strong to establish 
a link between these peoples, the spiritual $idc of which, and 
its ©fleet upon political action, it would be/ unwise to ignore. 
Given sufficient imagination and some acquaintance with 

these problems, to place oneself At the present moment in the 

. / 


Even under the llanndian ? 'Turkey declined lo recog 

ni/e the Anglo 1 «rentli su rangcmciits of rSyo and 1809, undei 
which lilt, enlire .Sahar.ui region west of the Lib>an desert 
was left to the french, inteiposing between Fez/an and the caravan 
trade with the Nlgenan Chad regions a vast slice of French 
territory whenever inline chose to give effect to the doubtful 
privileges she had thus acquired But Turkish protests nevei 
advanced beyond the papei stage, .save by way of putting no 
obstacle lo the steady import of weapons 0! precision to the 
Kufr.i oases and Wadai Mil Benghazi. In the course of the 
last two > ears, however, the Voung Turks have changed this 
attitude ol passive protest into one of sustained activity Jjist 
autumn I found the ireru.li authorities at Dakar, the cupital ol 
French West Africa, considerably perturhed at the discovery ol 
a Darkish patrol two da)s* march north of the Ashen oases on 
the great cam van route between Murzuk (Fe/zan) and British and 
irenvh Nigeria, The presence ol a Turkish force 111 the oasis 
ol Ghat further north hau been reported some months previously. 

It was there believed, 1 found, that 'Turkish movements, inspired v 
from Constantinople, lYpuli and Alexandria, heralded further and 
more comprehensive activ Nos, buL the opinion was held—erroneous¬ 
ly as it has turned out—that there was uo (connexion between them 
and Semis si “intrigues” in Wadai and Borku That these 
apprehension* were justified events wcie quickly to show In 
the spring ol this year 'Turkish troops moved southwards and 
occupied, almost simultaneously, Baidai m Tibcxti anti Ain-Galakka 
m Borku, the incuritainous districts lying south of the Kufra 
oases, wesl of the Libyan desert, mid immediately north of Wadai. 
And there they remain By its action the Turkish Government 
would seem to have definitely intimated to all concerned that 
'1 urkty does not propose to remain a purely negative factor in the 
affairs 01 the central Sudan Who knows hut that some ot 
'Turkey’s leading men ol long sight may not, like certain French 
politic ians and soldier*, mrhne to the belief that for Turkey, too, 
the “fuLurc lies in North Africa”—at least in part? For som’ 

Lime p..sL anxiety and resentment have been manifested in French 
colonial circle 1 :'. this new and unwelc ome turn of events, especially 
in view of the trouble in Wadai It is Lrue that a Franco-Turkish 
Delimit,ilior Commission >,ilh regard to Tibusti anil Borku is 
supposedly to meet before long at Tripoli, but to the intimation 
conveyed by the French Ambassador at Constantinople that these 
negotiations must not be held in any way to invalidate the rights 
of France under her arrangements with England. Turkey has, | 
understand, relurned 110 reply calculated to give satisfaction to 
the French 

The 1 nikisti post in in «n Lhese regions has, of coarse, been 
immensely strengthened by Lhe unresl which permeates the whole 
of ih< JGiaii.ic world ol North Africa, of the CenNul, and perhaps 
to acme extent the Eastern and Western Sudan, by the occurrence 
in Morocco, the fighting in Wadai, and the occupation ol 
“Mauritania” by the French. To the bars which these incidents 
have generated and, incidentally, Lo Lhe anger at the decay 111 the 
li^iis-desert caravan trade from the Nigerian region with the North 
which has so impoverished Fezz.in, must undoubtedly be 
ascribed the steps taken by the beuusxis to dime to a political 
under standing with Constantinople This undeisf*nd'ng is to-day 
an accomplished fact and has been sealed by the despatch of 
a SenuoHi mission to Constantinople Its custom c must make 
ul the Ottoman flag a symbol and a rally mg point for the 
whole mass of disquieted Moslem element, in a vast region 
of Notch and Central Africa Fur the influence of the Scnu^i- 
the tori of the Little Ru.sl -ix m a spiritual sense invested 
with considerable p'MM'r Created originally in Afguta, it holds 
pnmary sway among all religious sjks eastwards as far as 
the Egyptian frontier. Tripoli is to-day us stronghuld and in 
the province ol Barkant at least, the fraternity enjoys more 
influence thin the Turkish officials who would be helpless without 
Us toleration In the entire Saharan rtgion it reigns supreme, 
and in recent years its emissaries (there is 11 colony of Arab 
merchant in Kano, including one Turk, in constant touch with 
Tripoli) have been met with as tar south as Pi da in ihe heart of 
Nigeria. Although Senussi ism is essentially a religious and spiritual 
force, preaching avoidance of the European rjthcr than active 
hostility against him, the aggression of a European Power upon 
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that region of Africa where ^la adepts are moat numerous and most 

C erful, could nor fail Lu light a torch which might well set ill 
th Africa and many parts pf the Sudan ablaze. 

i - 

The Piracy Rehearsed. 

(Bv thl 11 Timks" Mujtaky Cokhesponornt.) 

Jtaj y, on her Hide, has long bincu worked out all the details 
of an expedition oversea Ever ko long ago it was given out 
by an Italian Minister of Marine and published in the Italia 
Militate that Italy could bend 70 00a troops upon a distant 
expedition oversea apd 1 j 4,000 for a shnit journey not exceeding 
two nigh’s at sen. Seven years ago-namely, in September 
1904-the whole procedure ot this transport was practised at a 
'dress rduarsal in the 10th Aimy Corps region and provoked 
the utmost interest throughout the who'e country Many faults 
came to light and many criticisin'* were made, but nevertheless 
.some 5,000 to h,000 n.tn, complete ly provided with horses, guns, 
stores, and supplies, were hlii[i|>ed m 11 hoars, and the whole of 
the arrangements foi marshalling the ships, protecting the convoy, 
and carrying out the ilihtnibprcatiuii displayed good order and 
regularity winch wc r e monl creditable in a first attempt When the 
convoy put to nr a on this occasion the ten transports, plainly 
numbered, steamed in tmi columns line ahead, a group o r batt*e- 
shijis headed the columns, destroyers watched the front and flanks, 
while the rear was envued by torpedo boats The: expedition was 
thrown ashore in the Gulf ot Naples on 3rd September covered 
by the warships This npeulmn was fairly well 1anted out, despite 
a heavy swell C overmg troops were thrown ashore to occupy 
dominant points, the places selected fur landing tioops from each 
transpoit were marked by flags, and the whole operation was finished 
by 5 l*.M , having taken 16 hours to accomplish 

From tins experience and from others Italy has quite accustomed 
herself to the iLthniqu* or oversea oxihiIi lions, And Iheio 11 nothing 
wonderful in the fact that she is now able tn rxeculr m war what she 
has practised in ppnee Moreover, the Italian Staff has made good 
preparations for mamtninmg secrecy and has established at the 
right moment a prompt and efficient censorship of n< w« 


Rifaat Pasha Interviewed. 

(Hv thk 11 Timi*s 11 Paris ( orhhspondlni’) 

Thk new Tuikish Ambassador, Rifa.il Paslm, arrived ui Parts 
on the morning c»f 26th September fmm MarirnUnl 111 order to tAke 
up the duties ot his post. He l.iienrii d to iu.se no time in presenting 
himself at the French Foreign Office, but meanwhile his very first 
act was to pay a visit to the Italian Ambassador in Vails, bignor 
TiLloni, with whom he has old ur- oi diplonmLu and personal 
friendship. 

In the afternoon Rifaat Pasha received n representative of the 
I'etNpK and gave his impressions ol the situai'on bignor Tittoni, 
h« a said, had not been abic to give him uny inlnrmaUoii to day 
regarding the intentions of the Italian Government For the 
present the only intoimutmu available was that which r.imo thiough 
the Press, and it was certainly calculated to exnfe feelings ot ihe 
greatest suiprise. There hid beuii nothing to warn Turkey of chi* 
aggressive action which Italy now appeared to contemplate, He 
hmindf could speak with special knowledge mjmi he liad been 
Turkish Foreign Mmistci durng thr last f* i w month-. If there hod 
been any incident which could have furnished a pretext lor whai 
was now taking plur e he (Riliat Pasluij would have been the first 
to hear of if and il would have been his busincis to settle it But 
there had bum absolutely nothing of the kuid. 

I just June iht Marquis di Sa.i Guikanii, the Ita'ian Fnici&ff 
Minister, had delivered a speech in the Italian Chaml>ci and bad 
dealt in great detail with the Tnpoh question Ihe speech wiis 
quite optimistic. Hie Marque Ji Gmhano had declared that 
he hoped ior a good issue ot he negotiations w.th Turkev He 
liod protested against the apprehensions prevalent m mum TVkUh 
quarters with regard to die extension of Italian economic interests 
in Tri]H>lL aud against thi Tears that Italian ampliations might 
constitute a danger to th? territorial integrity of the OUoimn 
Empire Such appiehtmsioMno had declared, were based upon 
mistaken grounds Italy, he ^se^led, desired to momtaiu the 
prestige and the integrity ot ihe (Woman Empire, and he added 
thesu words ■-‘-"Our pohr\, lik., dvit of the other Great Powers, 
has for it* foundntion 'he integrity ot the 0 * toman Empire." 

Similaily, on 2nd I icceir.be 1910. the Marquis di San Guiliaiko 
)iad declared, " We desire the mtegrit) of *be Oi toman Empire and 
we wish Tripoli always tu remain Turkish " In these two speeches, 
moreover, the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs had recognised 
that the economic interests of Italy in Tripoli were far from being 
inferior to those of other Powers or from being less well treated 
than theirs. What had happened since those speeches were 
delivered ? Nothing* unless it had been a brief discussion in very 
courteous terms about a concession for some 100 kilometres of road 
construction to which Italy laid claim, but which had been granted 
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to ft French group in fteawiftnea with right* previously acquired. 
More recently the Italian Ambassador hi Constantinople had asked 
him for the necessary authorisation to send out a mission for pros- 
peeving mines, and the mission was, in fact, at this moment in 
Tripoli. He had not only granted the required permit, but the 
mission had obtained far greater facilities than had been asked tor 
and the Italian Government had expressed its thanks. 

There was some talk in the newspapers, continued Rifaal Pasha, 
about menaces to the property or persons of Italian residents n 
Tripoli Had a single instance of violence bee/i produced ? On 
the contrary, there seemed to be a feeling of regret thu iVj Turkish 
attitude had been everywhere so entirely correct There wrs there¬ 
fore, not the lightest pretext for the measures of menace wliti-h were 
now being pursued, and which had been such a surpnse to him thu 
until a few hours ago he had refused to credit them. Thr campaign 
waged by certain Chauvinist Italian journals could not be rr *ards.d 
as a warning, hut unhappily it was their views which had prevailed. 
There wjs no truth m die statement that the Italian Gov< mment 
had communicated its intentions to the Great Powers and had 
obtained their assent Hr knew for certain that no such intimation 
had been made, and consequently that no such assent had been 
given. 

He would add that the question was no longer it question of 
Tripoli. Indeed, there was 1*1 his opinion no Tripoli question. 
What threatened was war between Italy and Turkey, sinre a dis¬ 
embarkation at Tripoli would in point ot law and m point of fact 
be exactly the same thing as a landing at vSalomkA or at Smyrna 
That was how European opinion and the Great Powers ought to 
look at the matter This was no more separate incident, it was 
a general question that had arisen. 

Tripoli was not an Ottoman colony, nor was it a province of 
which the administration was delegated, as had been the case in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. It was not even a province with a populii 
tion of mixed rharactcr as regards race and relig’on. Jt was a vital 
member of Ihe Turkish national body Turkej would, therefore, not 
confine herself to considering the necessity and the possibility of 
mere local resistance She was confronted with an act of aggression 
of general import, and if this aggFCssion, which was to-day only in 
the stage, of menace, went as far as acts, what Turkey would find 
beiself compelled to defend would be her very existence as a 
sovereign and independent State, and she would have to defend 
it against proceedings which bore Ihe impress of a bygone age. 


The Turkish Cabinet and ihe Late Grand Vizier. 

The Turin correspondent of the Daily Mail wired On 
the 281 h September — 

The Slump* has received the following telegram from Constan¬ 
tinople . - 11 \ dramatic scene took place at the Cabinet ^Council, 
presided over by the Grand Vizier at his place here on Thursday 
night. 41 Hakki Pasha, after explaining the situation created by the 
Italian ultimatum, pointed out the uselessness ol Turkey taking 
extreme measures Great excitement wis caused by a Young 
Turk Minister who, in a passiura'e speech, turned on Hakkt 
Pasha, and shouted At this critical moment for Turkey, the 
counsels of the Grand Vizier are tantamount to treason 1 
I resolutely oppose the proposition that the country should be 
sold 11 The outburst evoked protestations on one side and 
encouragement r.n th* other, and the Grand Vizier's face clouded 
The Minister, seeing the effect of his words, continued in the 
same strain, gesticulating wildly in the direction of Hakki 
PashA. and hinted that he would do all in his power to 
provoke a MussAlman rising When he had finished the Grand 
Vizier, very pale, rose and asked Mahmud Chpflret Pasha, Minister 
of War, if he were in favour of the present negotiations continuing, or 
if he preferred a violent rupture with Italy • In a word' questioned 
Hakki Pasha, 1 do you want peace or war? Mahmud Chefkot 
Pasha’s reply was noncommittal, but the general impression among 
his colleagues was that he had decided for war. Hakki Pasha* 
immediately after the conclusion of the Council, handed hit 
resignation to the Sultan. 1 


Egyptian Feeling. 

SkvkraC Young Egyptians have signed « letter, which wu 
published in the Mokattum , in which they declare their preparedness 
to enlist in the Turkish Army as volunteers in the war oetveen 
Italy and die Sublime Porte. 

The signatories state that they are all above thirty yean of m 
that many of their compatriots are ready to follow their example, 
and that they are wiring to request the Sublime Porte to instruct 
the Turkish High Commissioner in Cairo to facilitate their 
enlistment v 

The signatories request the editor* of the Mnkatpttm and the 
native press in Egypt to waken the interest of the< population in 
the Empire. 
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Some of the men state that they are used to arms, liaving 
served in the Sudan campaigns. 

According to the Afoayyad^ the Bedouin tnbes residing in Egypt, 
who are mostly of Magnrabi origin, and who still have many 
relatives and interests in Morocco^ Algeria, Tunis and Tripoli, 
have been very much excited by the rumours of warlike preparations 
made by Italy for the seizure of Ikipoli. Many of these Arabs 
have telegraphed to the Moayad calling their Bedouin brethren to 
do ail in their power for the support of the inhabitants of Tripoli, 
and not hesitate a moment to provide them with funds and arms on 
necessity. But our contemporary has “ postponed ” the publication 
of the Arab messages in the hope that the question will be settled 
peaceably between Turkey and Italy. 11 But should the negotia¬ 
tions end in war. 11 remarks the Moayad, the “ courageous Bedouins 
*ill be free to do as they please.” 

Mansour Luteif of Ashment sends a telegram to the Ahram 
that he is prepared to subscribe I-.E. 50 per month for the Ottoman 
Army if the present hostile demonstrations of Italy lead to w*”. 

The Alum says in the course of a long artic'e on the subject 
that 11 Italy must think twice before deciding to p,.norm any hostile 
act in Tripoli She must remember tlifl* Sultan Mohamcd V. is 
the grand Caliph who finds every Moslem nun and woman al ways 
ready to serve him with money and life. Sultan Mohamcd V is 
also the father of all Ottomans, Christians and Moslems alike, who 
never hesitate a moment to prove their loyally and courage ” 


Press Opinion. 

The " Time*.” 

The hopes that we have forced omselves to cherish until the last 
moment have been disappointed The Italian Government has not 
been content to demand the redress of its grievances in Tripoli and 
securities for the future safeguard of its interests, but has decided to 
proceed to the military occupation uf the province. In communica¬ 
ting tbs decision to the Porte the Marquis di ban Giuliao*. pieces 
for an immediate reply, in default of which tho Italian Government 
will proceed immediately to put us decision into execution. In 
Italy itself, so far as one tan judge from the scanty news the 
Censorship allows to leak through, this drastic act.on has been 
received with enthusiasm. In no other«uunlry will the* enthusiasm 
find any echo, disappointment and regret will be the predominant 
fecl'ngb. Even in this counLry, where Italy louul,s sj many Line 
friends and where the 5tau1n.l1 friendship of the Italian nation is so 
warmly Appreciated, public opinion will he unanimous in Us 
disapproval, if is not that wc hold any br.effor the Young Turks, 
who, or rather a section of whom, h.ivt done their best to alienage 
the sympathy that Englishmen lavished on their in the beginning, 
and whose provocative and aggressive conduct is largely responsible 
for the present cr^is We do not underrate the persistent grievances 
of which Italy complains, or fail to uppicciate the exasperation which 
those grievances could not fail to cause in Italy. Nor do we doubt 
the right of Italy *n concern herself ivth tl c- future ol a province, 
opposite her own shores, in wfoi h she has legitimate nueresi. rhew 
coobtdpxaiions would suffice to vn our sympathy for Iialy 111 ary 
measures she had chosen to tike m defeni 0 of her interests, so long* 
as those measures did not violate the principles of imemauonul 
equity or wantonly endanger the peace c T Europe The step she 
lias now declared her wfrnhon of faxing Menu*, however, out of nil 
'proportion to the grievances of wbcl she complains, and to bring 
the p-zaee of Europe into more imminent dang-r than lias threatened 
it .since the annexation of Bosnia Hrr/ego> ina liver years age 

J Ir* speaking of the danger ’.o European peace wc do uot impfi 
jfor a moment that any of the Eur^|>ean Poweis is iifely to niter vene 
I to save Tripoli for Turkey. The countries which during the Bosnian 
f crisis went to great lengths 10 detente of the intagnL) of Turkty 
and of the public law of Europe, afteiwards found But thcr laboLrs 
had been vciv ill appreciated by the leaders of the Committee of 
Union and Progress who controlled Ottoman policy. Great Bmain 
to whom it was chiefly due that any regard was paid, m the final 
settlement, to Turkish inteicsis and tj Tuikish susceptibilities, saw 
the friendship of other Powers preferred to hers, and saw British 
rights and British interests persistently disregarded and over-ridden, 
A senes of aggressions on the upper portions of the Persian Gulf, 
On the Arab coast, ard in Baghdad showed that, m their relations 
with Great Britain, as in many other matters, the dominant spirits 
of Young Turkey were disposed to tread in the footsteps of Abdul 
Hamid. Germany, the one Power whose friendship was cultivated, 
u the ally of Italy, and though it is announced that she is stdl 
hopeful of averting an actual conflict, she is certain, now as three 
yehrs ago, to prefer her ally to her friend. No Power is likely to 
interfere with the enterprise to which Italy has committed herself; 
but that does not moke peace secure. In Italy it would appear to 
have been hoped that Turkey would submit tp the inevitable, even 
if with a very Dad grace. The indications dp not point that way. 
On the contrary, we may expect the Turks to offer all the insistence 


and to moke every reprisal in their power. Apart altogether from 
the direct conflict between Turkey and Italy, there arc other and 
even greater dangers. As our Vienna correspondent puts it in his 
desjgatch_tp-day^ ,the_deci5UWjtf,italy to, appropriate 
g Turkish province ‘‘.creates a new situatigp jpJh^Mediterradean 
and in the Near East, and may niark the beginnuiloOJW'tadt, 
of the Turkish Empire in Europe. 11 It cannot fail to stimulate 
aspirations that have hitherto been kept in check, gftd, b Quote 
our Vienna correspondent again, 14 before long the strife that seems 
inevitable in Tripoli may have spread to South-Eastern Europe. 11 ' 
Both from Vienna and from Paris there are hints that another. 
rising in Albania may be one of tRe consequences of the Italian * 
action ; another may be to precipitate a conflict between Turkey 
and Greece. 

To do Italy justice, her Government has foieseen this difficulty 
and has attempted to guard against it In a circular to the Italian 
legations and Consulates in the Near East it lias laid down that, 
whatever means Italy may have to adopt to settle the Tripoli ques¬ 
tion, “ the basis of her policy will continue to be the maintenance 
nf the territorial status quo in the Balkan Peninsula and the consoli¬ 
dation of European Turkey." 11 Not only," the circular continues, 

11 docs the Royal Government not wish to encourage any movement 
against Turkey in the Balkan Peninsula, but it is firmly resolved to 
redouble its efforts to prevent, particularly at this moment, anything 
of the kind happening." This warning cannot fail to have a quieting 
effect, and some of the dangers 0 re lessened by Turkey’s inability 
to send troops to reinforce the Tnpoli garrison. No matter how 
matters go in Africa, she will remain as strong as she is now to resist 
aggression in Europe None the less, it will need all the efforts of 
diplomacy to isolate the conflict o* even to prevent it from raising 
the whole Eastern Question. It may bo aigued that the State of 
unstable equilibrium which keeps the Balkans 111 a state of permanent 
umcsL is bound sooner or later to end in a smash, that a smash is 
indeed necessary Before more stable conditions can be established, 
and that tlu action of Italy need out be regretted merely tacause 
»t may accelerate the incviable breakdown of an unsound system. 
'There is an element of truth in Lhi^ : but there are, on the other 
hand, weighty reasoas for thinking that the lon^ei the breakdown 
is postponed, the more chance Lhere is of ultimately establishing 
a more pci.nancnt and healthier state of things, even if a gradual 
Transition should prove out of the .question. No one, moreover, can 
think with equanimity of the risks to which a conflict in the Balkans 
nnghT expose the peace of Europe We doubt whether the benefits 
which Italy experts tu gam are at all commensurate with the pnee 
which she—ard others—may have to pay for them, and, as 
friends of Italy, wu r.^rct that her natural exasperation has driven 
her into taking a step of which her wainv'M sympathizers find 
themselves unable to approve. She would, we feel sure, have been 
better advised had she been comcnt to demand redress of her 
grievances and seruri’y for her present and future interests in the 
African Province 

The - Nation.” 

Ii‘ Europe ware in political health, it would already have in¬ 
terposed us veto on Italian aggression 111 Tripoli. It is the most 
cynical transgression against public law anrl public policy thaL even 
our lime has seen, and the precedents that have been quoted in 
palliation only bring out its particular heinousness. Austria had 
occupied Bosnia, and administered it successfully fur nearly a 
generation before she annexed it, Great Britain went to Egypt 111 
defence of financial interests not 'wholly her own , and the threat 
Against \gadir had its peroration in the French expedition to Fe/. 
But Italy can ii>ad 110 excuse for attacking Turkey in Tripoli, 
except rim France, Germany and Russia have e.idh attacked other 
Muhammadan Slates. She has revived and even improved upon 
die doctrine of the quid pro quo as practised by the Towers in 
Clrna. The doctrine then was that when the robber steals a man’s 
purse, the Pharisee thereby acquires a right to his watch, and the 
good Samaritan to h*s umbrella Now each act of brigandage is 
held to justily anoiber and a worse attack on a different victim 
Mii77iui, in 1836, said taat Nurlli Africa would belong to Italy, and 
Bismarck, twenty-eight years later, flattered him by writing to him 
that the empire or the Mediterranean was one and indivisible, and 
should belong to Italy It has proved so eminently divisible ihut 
Italy has gone to 'Tripoli because it was now or never for her. That 
is her sole reason, which she has not even taken the trouble to 
disguise. 

Attempts have been made to suggest that Italy's subjects in 
Tripoli have been treated unfairly by the Turkish authorities, but it 
is not surprising that they should have been suspicious seeing tliat 
Italy had loug talked of their country os her own But even worse 
than the aggression itself are its circumstances and its likely results. ■■ 
It is an act of political incendiarism It is an outrage on Turkey, 
of which Tripoli is as indisputably a part as Smyrna It is disloyal 
to the Triple Alliance, the principal member of which cultivates the J 
friendship of Turkey. And it is treason against the peace of Europe. - 
For Turkey has no alternative but to fight against Italian aggression 
on Tripoli. Her Government is, before everything else, Nationalist 
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to spirit. Tripoli, moreover, was the favourite place of banishment 
under Abdul Hanud for Young Turks, and for that, among other 
reasons, the Young Turks are devotedly attached to what remains 
of their North Morocco Empire/ But who can sec the issues of a 
war between Turkey and a rtdal 'European Power ? The doctrine 
of compensation which Italy has invoked spreads fant, and no one 
can stay its ravages In any case, war or no war, the credit of the 
Turkish Government is sure to tw shaken. It is a strange way that 
Italy has chosen of celebrating tne fiftieth anniversary of her inde¬ 
pendence to strangle New Turlcey in its birth 

Under better conditions Europe would have restrained the 
'policy of Italy Rut her political health was never so bad The 
action of Italy is not to be excused by What has happened 
; m Morocco, but it is a bitter appendix to it. It is a 
l satmf^’il parody on the detestable practice among European 
| Powers of dividing out other people’s property in order to 
safeguard themselves from Lhe efforts or their unregulated appetites 
From that point of view there 1 is at any rate dwimatn justice in Italy 
thus bursting m upon the congratulations 'if Eranee and Germany 
that war has been avoided by the destruction of Morocco's 
independence. Rut if Europe had been divided into two hostile 
camps, it might sMlI have restrained Italy Unfortunately the spectre 
of European politics is present even in Tripoli Hu. Itmp\ 
cynically reminds Turkey that the 'Triple Allinnee took IJosmn, and 
that if the Triple Alliance takes Tripoli, too, she will have another 
opportunity of practising the forgiveness of sins'. In the same spirit 
is the reply which the British Embassy at Constantinople is falsely 
reported to have given to Turkey’s appeal lor help that she made 
her bed at the time of the Bosnian trouble, and must he on it. 

Hut Italy in her African policy ix certainly not acting as 
a member of the 'Triple Alliance France’s consent to Italy’s 
designs was secured twelve years ago, and was made more precise 
in an Agreement of November, 190a, which recognised the special 
interests of France in Morocco and of Italy in Tripoli England, 
too, is understood to have expressed herself 111 Lhe same sense. 
Yet the choice of occasion by Italy is so remarkable, that it is not 
Surprising that sonic German critics should have accused England 
and Francs of active encouragement According to one, Italy is 
being used as a cat’s-paw for France, because the effect of an 
expedition to the coast will be to withdraw Turkish troops from 
their nccujiation of Itarku in the hinterland, which the Anglo 
French Agreement after Fashoda placed in the sphere of Fiance. 
According to another set of cnLics, England has encouraged 
Italy m order to forestall Germany, and, very awkwardly, the 
Westminster Gueette this week concluded an article directed 
against this view by advising Italy that her inteiests 11 lie not in 
.seizing and annexing Tripoli, but simply 111 seeing that it is nol 
occupied and, made a possible strnteg’cal base by any European 
Power ” Expel a prejudice with a fork and it will return. The 
other European Power, of course, could rmi> be Germany, uul the 
advice amounts to a confession that Iluly may, 111 a very clumsy 
fashion, be saving this country from a Meditciranc ui Agnchr. ’There 
is, it would seem, no escaping from ihi*» obsession of international 
politics. In whatever part of the world a depute .uisls, it is alwnys 
there lu distort judgment and to prevent us horn pmicetmg our real 
interests and discharging our plain duty to our friends 

In the interests of Italy, which lire, niter all, more iinniediiucty 
concerned, the whole adventure is deplorable. Iwcn if Tripoli could 
be had for the asking, 11 would be doubtful policy fur Italy to take it 
It is th#s poorest of ull Lhe Noil a African countries, and its develop¬ 
ment would, utidei the most favourable ciiciuu»uuccs, cost money 
which would l»e much belli r spent at home A nation which numbers 
Calabria and Apulia amongst uj provinces need nut ga abroad for a 
civilising mission. Ibily ha*, an Africa al home Rut Tripoli cannot 
be had, except by a serious and even dangerous war. The number of 
the Turkish troops in Tripoli is variously estuna'u] at from 10,000 to 
30,000 men, rut ill addition Turkey iias introduced compulsory 
military service amongst the Arabs and the whole male population is 
warlike. Thu expedit unary force of fio.ono men which is believed 
to have been propos'd, might occupy the coast towns, but is wbody 
inadequate to occupy the lountry Initial surivu is not certain , bur 
it would in any case be succeeded by a harassing guerilla war, in 
which the Italian troops would ingluriouriy waste away in a hundred 
skirmishes and in lew hoquuiR The rerunt work of reconstruction 
in Italian finance would be overthrown for a genrraiion and the 
immediate losses to Icstliau trndi in Turkey r» the first month of a 
war couid not be repaid by ten years nl mrinopoly in Tripoli. Opinion 
in Italy is staled, on thu whole, to be m favour of the war, but there 
19 , as usual, a 'narked divergence between the South and the North 
In the North there has been .luting, and in the industrial towns the 
railway stations are occupied by rhe soldiers and under martial law. 
In some places women and children have thrown themselves across 
the lines to prevent the trams from starting with the reservists. It is 
tragic 10 see the shadow or Crispi’s policy once more lengthening over 
Italy. The Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs, like Crispi, is a Sicilian. 
The South, which will not contribute good soldiers, is the only port 
gf Italy which attains actual enthusiasm for the war. Is the South 
never to contribute anything to Italian politics but the big mounting 


phrase and a diseased imagination ? There ifc happily, no evidence 
of the charge that this country has encouraged Italy in (hi? mad 
adventure, but it is bad enough to think that u is doing nothing to 
restrain her. Has the conception of international friendshjps sunk 
to' the mere connivance at each other's follies F - 

The “ Neue* Wiener Tagblatt." 

If the Ottoman Government is well advised it will quickly 
recognise the hopelessness of factious resistance to the moderau* 
wishes of Italy The Porte must see that none of the European 
Powers will offer any kind of opposition to the action of lutly or to 
the operation that may become necessary On thr other hand, che 
Turkish Cabinet will hardly fail to receive benevolent support, if it 
displays towards Italy on the basis of the territorial statue q^o the 
conciliatory deposition which the Italian Government desire.* The 
Tripoli affair must be dealt with at Constantinople on bu&inr.v; 
principle'. Italian demands do not affect Ottoman prestige and 
should therefore be regarded and treated by Turkey from the 
standpoint of political utility 

The “ Westminster Gazette.” 

Wk me glad to si e llul the Gc-muui newspapers acquit us at leas: 
nf having mciud this (Indian) move And equally we may acquit 
Germany of having prompted her ally. The incident ip so full of' 
embarrassment lor all the Power-, that none of llicm can be supposed 
to have di sued it or to hive been privy to it Germany finds herself 
in danger of losing the carefully accumulated merit which she ha?* 
acquired .it Corisl.intinoplc, unless she can restrain her ally. Austria 
looks anxiously at the pos^hility of trouble beginning again and 
spreading in the Balkans. We, as the greatest Mohammedan Power, 
arc liable to fed the reactions .ill over the world The business of all 
three is to stand together to I11111L the area or the conflict, if it occurs, 
and, in Ihf. meantime, to cudgel their brains for some form ot 
compensation which may save ihi lionour of the Turks and obviate 
the danger of reprisals Thu calculation in Rome appears to he that 
Turkey will not fight We do not know on whit it is founded, buL 
unless all current reports about the internal state or affairs in Turkey 
are mistaken, it is at Last extremely hazardous. The new regime 
may find itself in a position in winch it must either fight or go under, 
and in wlnrh to fight and lose is lhe preferable alternative to surrender 
UnfurtuiutLly, what the olhi r Powers have to nr Iron with is that, if 
the position m Tripoli is hopeless, Turkey may find ground favourable 
to herself elsewhere For the last ten years the predominant Powers 
m Europe have boon preaching to us the politics of force Nothing, 
we have been railght to believe, counts except armaments and the 
power of striking Tn ane, merely registered the forces behind them, 
and UTtcrnational boundaries were to be respected otily jq so far as 
they were deferded by superior forces 11 The public law of Europe ” 
has been derided as a sentimental phrase We have seen the result of 
this teaching 111 mx years of unrest, agitatiou, enormous expense, fnr 
tion, and inronvc nicnce WheLhtr a good law or a bad law, "the la n of 
the wnlt nu'k'is the world an extremely uncomfortable place to live i\\ 
Perhaps fur ilicir own convenience, if for no higher motive, the nations 
will begin to Gunk that there is after all something m the uotions of 
law and moral fu-ri in their dealings with each other Just as men in 
their private dealings tound law essential to the civilised IiYl, so we 
, begin to hope liiat nation^ in the«r public dealings wilt discover that 
the absence of 1 a w is fatal to thou progress 

The “Daily Mail.” 

Whil* Italy unquestionably obtained from the Powers recognition 
of hei reversionary right to Tripoli, she is exercising that right befort 
the reversion has fallen in And her .Lurried action is undoubtedly 
open to unpleasant interpretations. The Turkish organ the 7 W*, 
complains tliat “ while giving assurances of friendship, Italy 19 
hastening on hostile preparations, Such conduct ra a violation of the 
principle*, of international law, humanity, and civilisation, It is 
■evident that the word 1 justice ’ is a lie in Europe. . The Italian 
aggression is really the outcome of the auumosily of nhtfsttanity 
towards Islam ” No doubt the Italian Notes .have been treated 
somewhat tayalieily by the young Turks. But ui their extremely 
difficult position the young Turks might have been treated with 
somewhat more tenderness by a Power which has shown them 
sympathy in the past, and which has every reason to display generosity 
towards a people struggling towards freedom. If war is precipitated 
the consequences may be grave in the extreme both to Italy and to 
Europe. The Balkans arc a veritable powder magazine. The whofa 
Eastern question, that terror of European Governments, may be 
reopened with incalculable peril to European peace, and Austria and 
Russia may be drawn into the field And England, as the greatest 
of Moslem Powers, with a hundred million Moslem subjects, has 
much ro fear from the indirect results of the Italian move. Ameer 
All in a letter to the Times has warned us that “ the fury and hatred 
to which such a wanton and unwarrantable act of aggress ion is sure 
to give rise will react ji every part of the Moslem world.” It is 
certain that the beat friends of Italy are the most alarmed at what 
looks like a repetition of the Agadir incident by another Power in 
another field. 
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“ AJ-Liwa." 

(Specially translated far ike COMRADE.) 
f September z6tk). 

The acceptance of Italy's seizure of Tripoli or of monetary 
compensation means only this, that the remaining limbs of Turkey 
may also, without waiting or delay, be mutilated and distributed 
Whosoever is the instigator of this war, it must be remembered that 
not an inch of Tripoli can be acquired without wading through a sea 
of blood and crossing a bridge of writhing corpses. If the Egyptian 
nation is ready to spend all its resources without the least hesitation 
in the war between Turkey and Italy for the love and support of 
the Islamic Caliphate, it is because it realises that, in addition to 
the binding force or all other human and religious ties, its own life 
and its future hopes hang on the Life and death of Turkey 
(September 27th). 

II the probable result of the war be discussed, in our opinion 
(here is no ieason for believing that Turkey would tail in her 
defence As we have pointed out elsewhere, under the present 
circumstance”* neither of the two other members of the Triple 
alliance would fight on the side of 'Turkey if utilizing her 

naval strength Italy blockades the copm*, then is still u large 

enough body in Tripoli itself, and Egypt is there to pioviie a 
passage for the Turkish reinforcements. European Powers can in 
no rase deny that Egypt *s under the su/.< rauiJy of Turkey and I he 
Egyptian army is numbered in the Ottoman forces The Egyptian 
Government liar no right of interference in the matter. Although 
we pray to God that the conflagration of war may not be full) 
kindled and the presen* peace may not he changed into blood¬ 
shed, but if the worst came to jiass, it is the conviction ol us 
Egypunns that the bloodshed mid death which are clue to the 

.safeguarding of life art better than the hte which may be ilccoiti 

pamed by the death of manliness and liberty Therefore let the 
Ottoman Government rest assured that the whole population of 
Egypt and tht Army of Kgvpt in its full sticngtn a-c united m 
the belief that in this crisis they should sacnfiie thnr own lives 
for the protection of the centie of Islam 

{September joth). 

Reuters telegrams hiing the news that tlu. voice of t.V Bnti'.li 
Press without a single exception is against I Ik brigandage of Italy 
and the organs of eve ry political party an: unanimous in Lhe vi ‘w ili.it 
Italy has followed n barbarous and thievish jxjiicy and i* taking on 
herself the responsib.lity of kindling the conflagration if ir.Lema- 
uonal warfare Moderate journals al.so lay stress on *he I at t I hat for 
.1 Povei A-hich ha* a lar^e Moslem population like Britain, the mns* 
important aod delicate quiM' in at *hc present muincnL i.s the state of 
Moslem feeling and deposition and Lhe natural 'md inevitable evcitt 
ment among Mussalman'. But we do not kr.^w if those considerations 
haze presented themselves to the Bp tan forrgn Office, or whether tin 
Press gives expression to llusc ziews 011Ir oecsuiae British jouiimtats 
uiid politirgms wish to console the subject Moslem population wilh a 
tew lines of dcmmcialinn and expression if cui tempi against blond 
shed, usurpation and tyruiny, Hieu they know that such rk ir and 
unprovoked oppression directed by a LhrisLiai Power against the 
true core if I flam, ard spei >ally a i . .1 Lime vhui the Mussalmans of the 
,vnrlri hnvt hum awakened fiom .) e slumber o) indifference anil know 
full well th» rrrrcts ».f Western aggression and p» netmtirin and discuss 
and dr liberate upon them generally is i.ol a matter which would fad to 
create Islamic unrest in eve v crnin of ihc world The wiitr 
Urcomes specially complicated wnen we see that the aclior of the 
British Government is entirely ftt sariuntr with the tom. ol the 
T^nrii>h Pi ess We set. uiul just IxTnri tlv Italian ultimate m the 

(Jhicf r'omniander of tlu Egyptian Arm' ef Occupation was in Syria 
ostensibly on a Lum of pleasure, and the plates lie visited fust were 
the Ottoman garrisons Similarly, the Midden strengthening '»f the 
fortifications ot Mount Sinai and of the ligypLinv defences on the 
side of Tripoli arc only matters of yestriday, and we arc reminded 
m this Lonnrction of the recent declaration of tht 1 British Press that 
the centre of Brush politics ir Egypt needed a man bku Lord 
Kitchener—a statement which can bear the interpretation tlut laird 
Kitchener who had. at one bine heid the reins of tht in»ted 
irmies of Egypt and England m his hard, vras,, by U'-ing hi.s personal 
influence, capable of bringing round the Egyptnn Army to heroine 
[iart ol the British military organisation in cose of an Angli/Turkisli 
rupture in odditis to all thi& r wg,5aw that the Italian ultimatum 
presented the same aay as T>ord Kitchener set (exit on Egyptian 
soil . The time ha* #time when further talk must he 

ckAr and every 1 expression of opinion must be unequivocal If 
the British Government wishes to prove her good intentions and 
sensibility to the feelings and inclinations of her Moslem subjects in 
India and elsewhere, who form the basis of the strength of the British 
throne and the respected British nation—feelings to which she cannot 
afford f o be insensible when her Moslem subjects number several 
crorefc—and also if she wishes to acquire the distinction of fKipulonty 
throughout the Islamic world, then she has no other alternative but to 
dgdde clearly and without delay that the Ottoman army may cross 
Egypt and to cease all efforts against justice and tJquity. Yesterday's 
telegrams show that this question, which id in reality a question of life 
and death to Turkey, is being discussed in Briti^i political circles, and 


the Government is considering it because it is understood that the 
Sublime Porte will shortly move in the matter. It is undoubtedly 
a most difficult question for the British political centre m the Valley 
of the Nile ; but the British Government has been unable and will be 
unable to deny that Egypt is part of the Ottoman Empire and Egypt's 
army is in a way included in the Ottoman army. The, world JS nut 
unaware of the fact that during the Graeco-Turkish War all diplomatic 
relations between Egypt and Greece wore cut off merely by (tUe.djbcJgjra- 
Bon of war jusj ns all relations between Turkey and Greece had been 
cut off, and it is manifest that if Egypt was not then recognised to 
be a Turkish Provinte, it could iq no way have lieen affected 
by rupture of relations between Constantinople and Athens If the 
rows of the resignation of the Ministry is correct and Said Pasha has 
become the Grand Vizier, then it is our hehef that it would be easier 
for Saul Pasha's Ministry to discover a desirable solution ol this diffi 
culty and improve relations with England, and it is not improbable 
that this may bo one of the causes of the change at Ministry. But 
we (unnoi write on this subject 111 greater detail at this stage Some 
messages rerund frem Constantinople today state that .n view 
of the ladings and inclination of Us Modem subjects 111 India the 
British Government has agreed in this m.uter with the Sublinu Porte 1 , 
for the best supporters of the ronhnuanu 1 of the British Government 
in India are its Moslem subjects We are not, however, a* fire sent 
prepared to vouch Tor lhe au urary or this report 

The “Tanin/’ 

Tin. 'Tripoli question brings on lhe /.j/ij the whole question of 
the relations between Christianity and Islam The Turks have 
trespassed on nobody's rights, yet Italy is preparing to occupy 
a 1 urkish vilayet on the pretext that Germany and France have 
taken away the ’ndependenre of Morocco While giving assurances 
of friendship, Italy is hastening on hostile preparations Such con¬ 
duit is a violation of the p; me pies of International law, humanity 
and civilisation I Ms evident tluL the word 11 justice "is a he in 

Europe, thai p.otcsts of am.ty horn the Powers have no meaning 
and that treaties are merely c.strutncnu ol deception which may be 
destroyed when any advantage is to be gamed thereby The Italian 
aggression is really the outcome ol tlu animosity of Christianity i 
towards Islam Thanks to her old agreement wiih France and Great 
Britain, I Lily hns no reason to apprehend objections from those J 
Powers Turkish puhlic opinion also has no need to attach any value 1 
to the fnekdship of G'tmany, which .s the ally of Italy K 

Not withstand Mg lh»- assurances of friendship and the official 
declarations that Italy has not nourished hostile designs against 
IVitvoIi, that country h/i* overstepped the principles of honour, dignity, 
and has acted like an ordinary brigand. 

The whole of Turkey will respond in hatred and enmity towards 
the aiuhors of lhe outrage The ultimatum is the prelude to the 
thunder of cannm. It is a mistake to believe that Turkey will 
allow hen elf to be humiliated The Empire may perish, but it will 
not commit «uinHr. Turkey <an only reply by declaring war, 

Our licet is inferior to the Italiun , nevertheless, it will do iLs 
duty Our Tiipolitan fellow-subjects are ready to shed their blood 
lor the Fatherland 'They umy be reassured, we will recoil from no 
sacrifice to help Lh^m Turkey is not going to make a pretci.ce of 
defending Tripoli and then accept pea 0 alter a formal exchange of 
a few cannon shots From this moment there is implacable hatred 
between Italians and Turks. 

Wc will emnlov every means of avenging ourselves Not the 
face of an Italian slull be seen in our towns, not a flag m our ports. 
Vengeance must dominate every other feeling, for vengeance shall 
live ami Miccecd 

The “Sabah/’ 

It is absolutely impossible foi the Turk* to Lolerale the lass 
of an inch of Ottoman soil from Europe, Asia or Africa even if 
all Turkish women Ivccome widows and all Turkish children be 
come orphans and even if as compensation all the argosies of 
Europe, laden with its commercial and personal wealth, cost anchor 
in the (* olden Horn But this shall not be Italy has no idea 
of our strength in Tiqioli 7 n addition to the strong regular 
army and frontier garrisons, all rhe Arab Tribes of Tripoli and all 
th* 1 dwellers of Atriui’s va^t desert are included in Lhe connotation 
cf the Ottoman forcts They will rally round ’Turkey at a moment's 
notice fur the protection or their homes and the name of Islam 

The “ Pioneer/’ 

We think it 15 lime that our Muhammadan friends in this country 
began to ask themselves the question whether the war between 
Italy and 'Turkey can be regarded only from one point of view, the 
religious. So far as wc aie aware the religious question has not 
entered into the calculations of the Italians m the smallest degree. 
Whatever the rights or the wrongs of the quarrel may be, Italy has 
annexed Tripoli not because she desired to put a slight upon the 
whole or any part of the Muhammadan world, but Because she had 
interests in this particular region and came to the conclusion that the 
time had arrived to dispossess Turkey Similarly when she mud'* her 
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unsuccessful attempt to annex the Christian kingdom of Abyssinia, 
the idea that she might thus rouse the whole of Christendom against 
her, never could have crossed the minds of her statesman. While 
we have every sympathy with Moslerp reverence for the Caliphate as 
a spiritual institution, while we ufn fully understand the intense 
interest which the war has aroused Among Muhammadans in Lhis 
country, we would strongly deprecate the tedcncy to allow the 
religious factor to dominate the discussion of purely temporal affairs 
The war m a war between two Spates, not between two religions. 
The spiritual power of the Lahnji cannot be affected by the 
transference of certain territory /nun Turkey to I till). The Italians 
themselves are » deeply religious people and the majority of them arc 
still Roman Catholics , their religion, however, did not prevent 
thi m from depriving the Pope of his temporal power when the umiy 
of the kingdom required to be completed Nor when Runic was 
taken by assault on the 21st September 1870, did the Catholic 
countries in Europe sec fit to intervene on behalf of Lhe Pope ihe 
coinmonsense of civilised humanities has realised that should wc 
once permit the religious factor to assume undue prominence m 
mundane affairs, we should immediately get bat k to the stage of 
religious wars and persecutions whose Slates and individuals had to 
suffer for the cr u cds they pofessed Great Britain, our Muhammadan 
friends may rest assured, would be the first to resent any dishonour 
cast on the religion of its Muhammadan subjects but a.s the Protector 
of Islam it is not neressAiily bound to prolei t the Young Turks against 
whaL appears to be largely the consequence of their own foolish 
policy of reliance upon the Triple Alliance \Vi Imd hoped that 
British Ministers intghL have been able to throw some light on the 
British Government’s altitude in regard to the present war, because 
we were and arc sufficiently convinced of the loyalty of Muhammadans 
in this country to (/real Britain to believe that the community had 
only to hear the facts to appreciate the necessity for llit course of 
action being pursued. It is evident, howevei, that we have a good 
deal still to learn about the matter, and in the meantime, while efforts 
ore apparently being made to end a war, the continuance of which is 
regrettable on all grounds, we would ask our Muhammadan friends to 
show a little [mtiunce and not through any action of theirs add to the 
embarrassments of British statesmen. 

41 The Amrita Bazar Patrika. 1 ’ 

T1 ik Turko Italian war reminds us of the great service which 
the Mussalmans did 10 Europe Indeed, Europeans owe murh of 
their civilisation to the former. A remote wave of the great Aral van 
inundation reached Europe The Muhammad 111 advance guard con¬ 
quered all Lhe land from Gibraltar to the cliffs nf the Pyrenees If 
thoy had nut been checked on the plains of Tours, all Euro|x. might 
have been Muhammadan But Heaven willed v otherwise Repelled 
within the limits of the Pyrenees, the mixed hordes of Asia and 
Africa that formed this great irruption gave up the Moslem piuiciples 
of conquest and sought tv establish in Spain a peaceful and perman¬ 
ent dominion As conquerors their herniwu was only equalled by 
their moderation, and m both they excelled for a tunc the nations 
with whom they contended. 

Severed from their native regions they loved the land given 
them, as they supposed, by Allah, and strove to embellish it wiih 
everything that could administer to lhe happiness of man Laying 
the foundations of tlicir power in a system cf wise ami equitable laws, 
diligently cultivating the arts and sciences, and promjtmg agriculture, 
manufactures and commerce, lliery gradually formed an empire im 
rivalled for its pi asperity by any o f lhe empires of Christendom , and 
diligently drawing round them the graces and refinements that 
marked the Arabian Empire m the East at the Line ui Us gi^alest 
civilisation, they (Infused the light of oriental knowledge through the 
western regions of hemghtod Europe. 

The citios of Arabian Spain became the resort </ Christian 
artisans to instruct them selves in uselul arts The Universities of 
Toledo, Cordova, Seville mid Gran id a were sought by lhe pale 
student from other lands to acquaint himself wiLli the suericcs of 
the Arabs and the treasured lore ol antiquity, the In vers of the gay 
sciences resorted to Cordova ami Granada, 10 imbibe the p»»;try and 
music of the East ; and the ‘Uuclclad warnors u\ the North hastened 
thither, to accomplish them solves in the guceful exercises ani 
fourteous usages of rh'vairy 

It was thus the Arabs, who had profited by Indian researches, 
that taught the Europeans Mathematics, Alchemy, Philosophy and 
many useful arts But good, just and brAvr as they were, they were 
in a foreign countiv and wort* eventually overpowered after incessant 
efforts of eight hundred years That they lulled in Europe is due 
to the fact that tney did not get any ruppon from behind, for the 
cea prevented any effective support reaching them. 

All the Bam*, the empire which the Ottomans founded in 
Turkey was not an insignificant one. The Forte was at that time as 
great a power as any in Europe and able to hold its own against any 
loreign enemy, But it had at last to yield to the superior skill of 
the Christian countries and lose its territories one after another, 
in Africa, Asia, apd Europe. 


Egypt belonged to Turkey but she is no longer its master ; 
Russia deprived her of a large tract or territory in Central Asia , 
while in Europe, shs had to give up Servia, Bulgaria, Montenegro 
and Bosnia 

Indeed, the great Turkish empire has been reduced to lew than 
half of its original size and now it is going to be robbed of Tripoli 
in Africa by the Italians. This is, indeed, a queer way of repaying 
the debt which Christian natrons in Europe owe to tbe followers 
of the Crescent; but that is the way of the world, as the “ English¬ 
man ” has iL 

Mark the condict of the European Powers towards Turk*,/ 
If she shows fight, the former will counsel to her moderation. It sh^ 
appeals to the Powers to interfere and bring about peace with honour 
she is regarded as a beggar, who 13 running from uucr'o duor mr 
chanty The Italians are now the bitterest enemies of Turkey, bn* 
she must not e^iel them from her own territories—that is the hookum 
of the Christian nations Even the tiny Suite of Bulgaria is now 
somebody It has requested the Powers to make urgent represema- 
tions to Constantinople to secure the discontinuance of mobilization in 
the Vilayet of Adnnople, which Bulgaria describes as unjustifiable. 
And only 35 years ago Turkey was still the master of Bulgaria. 
Greece is also raising iti little finger at the Porte And perhaps ihe 
fart !•>, thaL all the European friends of Turkey aic watching the 
dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire with complacence and 
evident satisfaction. Our Muss* 1 man brethren arc offering prayers 
to Allah for the protection of Turkey with iui earnestness and 
sincerity about winch there is no mistake, but Allah apparently is in 
the midsL of a long and deep slumber 

11 The Leader/' 

Is ths war over ? This is the question that wc arc prompted to 
put by the latest cablegrams of Reuter Has Tripoli already become 
an Italian possession ? V rm, v\(/z\ rici, Italy may well exclaim. 
While this Power lias nearly acromplished its work, short and swift, 
Turkey has been engaged in—offering prayer. The Moslem Power 
has spent the time in imbecile appals for intervention by third 
parlies While Italy has appealed to arms, Turkey has been appealing 
to the gods of heaven and the powers of earth to come to its reseje, 
forgetting what the greatest of soldiers said, that God is on ihe side 
of the heaviest battalions. Apparently 1 Ms all over with Tripoli 
and there is nothing left for Turkey to do but to—well, curse us 
ktsmaf. Rarely if ever has such imbecility and impotence been 
sbuwn by a nation still independent Various reflections arc sug 
gested by wh«t has happened—and what has not happened, but it 
were vain to gwe expression to them. 

The 11 Hindu . 11 

Thk declaration of war by Italy, though not unexper’ed con 
sidering the truculent attitude adopted by Italy from the very 
beginning of what has now passed into history as the Tnpolilar. affair, 
has however (ume as a thunder rlap. The world had been long 
kept mi lhe rack by the tension created by the possibility—and at 
one time the probability of a war between France and Germany and 
the long sigh of relief which went up when those negotiations ended 
in a peacahle understanding has had scarcely lime to die away 
before it was startled out of repose it was sanguine ly anticipating 
by the rev situation, which appearing on of the horizon suddenly 
dfcvelo;>ed with startling rapidity. The year 191 j, which opened with 
so much glorious promise for the pi aspects or peace, will 
hereafter bt* marked n black on the calendar of the peace 
lover. Italy is ambitious to justify being classed as t\ first 
class Power. Since she finds France and Germany trying to 
apportion Northern Africa between them she thinks she migh 1 
as well have a finger in the pie. Casing about for something 
which she could lay her hands on she sees dial the Turkish vilayat 
and town of Tripoli is meagrely defended and tnai Turkey is not 
in a pc si Lion b> reason of internal troubles and the miptifcr+ly 
organised condition of her forces to offer any resistance. In shame 
less defiance of the laws of moiahty she does not eveu wait for 
a*"plausible pretext but promptly sends an ultimatum for the redress 
or the grievances of Italians in Tripoli, failing which she threaionv 
to occupy Tripoli with s view, of course, to annex it. What 
these grievances are she does not even pretend to make a show 
of stating Not unexpectedly under the circumstances she thinks 
the Turkish reply unsatisfactory and promptly proceeds to rtelare 
war. There are about v,ooo Italians resident in Tripoli and the 
commence is mainly in the hands of Italians. That it the only plau 
sible pretext that Italy has got for her aggression. Is it then any 
wonder that the Press of Lhe whole world has combined to condemn 
the aggression of Italy as unjustifiable? The attitude of Turkey 
has throughout been pacific Even after the declaration of war she 
still hopes that the Powers may yet intervene before it is too hue. 
Her pacific attitude need not necessarily be a sign of weakness, for 
Turkey can always put up a desperate fight if driven to it, but may 
rather be put down to a desire to avoid a war which would regard 
the peaceful development of her internal resources add might to 
some degree nullify the progress which she has already made on the 
road to democracy. The appeal of Turkey to the Powers was, 
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however, doomed to failure. The Powers sympathised with Turkey 
but were unable to interfere. One reason for this inability to 
interfere may be found in the attitude of Italy which more or less 
plainly indicated that the Powers had best mind their own business 
on pain of forcing a conflict with Italy. It was only natural that no 
Power has under the circumstances been prepared to (ace the risk 
of the possibility of complications involved in interfering in face of 
this more or less veiled threat. If either Great Britain or Prance 
intervened, either singly or in concert, they run the nsk of riding full 
tilt against the Triple Alliance. Germany, on the other hand, fond 
as she is of posing as the friend of Turkey, values the integrity of 
the Alliance more than she values tfoe maintenance of the territorial 
integrity of Turkey. It appears, therefore, certain that Turkey will 
have to carry on the fight single-handed. The result is easy to predict. 
The Turkish navy is too weak to cope with the Italian and the an¬ 
nexation of Tripod is a foregone conclusion If she chose, however, 
1 urkey can, by carrying the war overland into the Balkans, compel the 
intervention of the Powers. That explains why Germany and the 
other Powers are so anxious to 11 localise ” the conflict As regard a 
the actual incidents of the war so far we have had news unlv of an 
unconfirmed bombardment of Tripoli and of tne driving ashore of 
Turkish destroyer by an Italian flotilla All indications point Lo the 
. probability of the war being brief Tripoli will then become an i'alian 
i possession and Turkey will once more undergo that oft-repeated 
r operation of dismemberment which it has been her lot lo submit to 
i ever since she became A European Power. And the Powers will 
. congratulate themselves that it is only a cate of another slice off 
I Turkey wgaln' But the consequences are undoubtedly must serious 
For the^ee o nd time within ten years an eastern and a western nation 
\ are m conflict and the effect this will have on the i elutions between 
' the peoples of the East and those of the West cannot be under 
estimated. Then again the pan-Ixlamic movement will gam an 
i odded impulse from this conflict and the fart that England stood 
aloof without lending Turkey a helping hand will undoubtedly cost i 
t severe strain on the loyalty nl tne Moslem -subjects ot the Empire 

* Hearing all these consequences in mind, it is difficult to sympathise 

• with the apathetic, attitude displayed by the Hrilish Foreign Office 

“The Statesman.” 

Thk invasion of Tripoli by the Italian expeditionary Ion t is 
being made the occasion of a naval display which will, no doubt, 
thrill the hearts of the Italian patriots who have been shouting Tor 
war The precautions taken lo protect the transport* howevci, 
show the difficulty of carrying an invading army across the sea, even 
when the feebleness of the enemy in i naval sense is known to all 
the woild. If it be true, moreover, that the .hips of wai and the 
vxly transports which they are convoying are steaming at mghl 
without light* Pu number uf collisions i* hut at ill an nnprohab'i 
contingency, and the oci urrence u» any such disastei would 
add materially to the cos: of ihe •iiaraaciiiig expedition. In 
any i a^e. the operations lit/ us*ary to wrest Tripo'i from tin 
Turkish Empire mu rt involve Indy in heavy expenditure The 
question accordingly anscs Will tin po^ess un of the inur.try 
which it Is proposed Kj annc% corn non 9'ite for the outlay 
involved 1 And if economic d^iHu&ionm^nt follow Lhc annexe 
lion, the Government *hich planned and ixccuted the roup 
will indubitably find them selves held up to execration by the 
very ptopu wlv* are now . pplaudinp ilreii disc rcdimbU 1 action 

The Sultan and His Policy. 

WHtf I AM HOPEFUL AJJOU T THE FUTURE OV TUKKIiV 
By William T. Stead, 

I went to Constantinople in a somtwha 1 despondent mood 
I returned with a hope, not exultant, but firmly based, that the 
Ottoman Empire may not omy pull through the present crisis but 
oven enjoy a new lease of life, not to the detriment, but to the 
immense benefit of its neighbours 

I was only a month in Turkey. But a physician does not neod 
to spend a lifetime with hia patient in order to ascertain the 
symptoms of his disease or to form a judgment as to the method most 
likely to secure bis recovery My report is dntwn up after pro¬ 
longed consultations with the doctors in attendance on the Sick Mon. 
1 give my reasons for the hope that is within me and the facts upon 
which they are ba aed. I have set down nothing in malice. I am 
open to correction. I make no claim for any authority for this 
report other than that attaching to the judgment formed on the spot 
by an English observer, who in bis inquiries made as little secret of 
hrt s prejudices as of his nationality. From my youth up, in Eastern 
pohtics I have bee* a disciple first of Cobden, and, after 1876, of 
Jtb. Gladstone, Whatever rim may be laid to my charge, no one 
can accuse me of any undue bias in favour of the Turk. 

What every country needs is a man mi a policy. I think 
I have discovered both in Turkey. ' 


The man :s the Sultan and the policy is the policy of the 
Sultan. 

I was, I confess, entirely unprepared for these conclusions. 
I believe at the present moment they will be received with amaze¬ 
ment, and in some quarters with ridicule and contempt. I admit 
that I am in the position of Athanasius contra mundum in this 
matter. My hopes may prove to be utterly unfounded. I am under 
no delusions as to the odds against the success of the policy I am 
about to describe But I think I see daylight m that direction and 
I will proceed without more ado 10 set forth the reason for the faith 
that is within me 1 

1 .—II 1 S MAJESTY MEHMED \. 

Let 111c begin by admitting frankly the difficulties The sultan 
is a man well advanced in years. Of tus sixty-seven yearr he spent 
thirty under constant surveillance, which made h i impractical I y a 
prisoner Nu man can lie long 111 confinement, whether 111 j gaol 
or in .1 palace, without to some exinit losing nerve. 1 wot not three 
months 111 Holloway, but it was a full month aftei 1 cam ' 1 out 
before I could summon up nerve to jump out of .l liain in motion 
The Sultan had thirty years of it The nerve and muscle ot his 
mind might well have become atrophied hy prolonged seclusion irom 
the busy world He lias not the keen, alert, decisive temperament 
of a Roosevelt He lias not yeL quite got hi* sea legs He is not 
a man out of wh.ch “ a riding Sultan " is made His character is 
more contemplative than executive I le is given to mystic reveries 
Persistent reports as to his ill health, although as constantly denied, 
leave an uneasy impression that the value of his life is not high from 
the point of view of an actuary of an insurance company To put 
the ''ase at its worst with frank brutality, thr Sultan is regarded as 
a weak old man, remarkable neither for intellect, energy, nor resolu 
Lion, advanced in years and infirm of body, who is a mere puppet in 
the hands of the Young Turks To suit their turn, they summoned 
him to a throne which they are quite ready to provide with another 
occupant should he ease iu be as clay in their hands 

All that, 1 adnitL, is said about ti.e Sultan today, and there is, 
the Sultan would himself recogm ,e, a good deal uf truth in the 
indictment. Neveithelexs, it is not lhc whole truth, nor 1. it even 
ihc essential part ol die truth It is true that Mehmed V is neither 
a Peter ihe Great nor a Mahomed II It is true that he is advanced 
in ycirs and that lie has lived most of his life as a recluse, finding 
consolation in the study of Arabian mystics ratlin than seeking his 
inspiration in Blur nooks and Stale papers It may be true that his 
health is not of the best, and it is undoubtedly true that he wus 
called Lo the throne hy the military prunitmuiimcnh which was 
exploited hy the Young hirks in the iuh.ru*t nf f'onstilulioualism 
Wvertlieless and notwithstanding, I adhere to m> deliberate 
conviction that at the present inouiem the Sultan is ihe man of the 
situation and that the hope of the immediate (uture lies m the 
opportunity which skilful and courageous Ministers may afford him 
ol earning ouL the policy which he believes to be the best for the 
maintenance anil the preservation <>r ihe Ottoman Empire. 

Uli.JiU'tbe man of the *imaUoii—liist, because he is Sultan, 
fondly, because he is the Caliph of Islam and, thirdly, because 
he has got funcLimentally sound ideas x* to the principles on which 
the Empire should be governed Hi may be a weak, timid 

irresolute, inexperienced old man But lie is still the man on the 

throne, the legitimate heir and accepted representative of the House 
of Orhman, th*- recognised chief of the Modem world By virtue of 
ms position, ai once seculai and sacred, he counts fur more than 
any other human unit in the Near East. It is in Ins name and by 
virtue of his delegated authority that government is earned on 
Not even the incredible behm of some of the Young Turka have 
been able to rob His Majesty of the glamoui and the glory that are 
inseparable from the peison of the Padishah Abdul Hamid traded 
on the credit of the position for over thirty years Mohamed V 
finds die prcst’gc of the throne* unimpaired in the eyes of the 
majority ol his subjects even by the crimes of his predecessor 

I A’ent 10 sci him expecting Lo find a reed shaken in die wind , 
a mere simulacrum uf a sovereign , a conventional puppet of the 
palace going mechanically through the customary banalities of an 

audience I came away feeling that I had strut k upon a real man_ 

a man of slow but steady intelligence, a man genial and sympathetic 
m temperament, a man modest and reiiring rather than ambitious, 
but nevertheless a man capable ot firm resolution, and not by any 
means incapable of conceiving a high ideal And adhering to Ins 
purpose with an altogether unexpectc d degree or firmness Above 
all I found in him a saving sense of humour, a shrewd and kindly 
wit ; a willingness to listen and to share ideas with a strangei 
There was no affectation in the .Sultan. He was a human being 
in a very difficult post, who rather wirtfully welcomed any sincere 
converse on the duties and responsibilities of his great position. 

He is not os keen as an American news editor, he 15 not a 
hustler like Mr. Roosevelt, nor a dramatic entrepreneur like the 
Kaiser, nor a complete man of the world like Edward V II. There 
may be about him a certain lack of alertness bom of long seclusion, 
but after all has been said, Mehmed V 15 a good man--a kindly 
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nun . a man with a mind and a character of hii own, a man with 
a conscience and beside* all that he ia the man who more clearly 
than any other man whom I met in Turkey grasps with a kind ol 
inherited instinct the only principles upon which it is possible to 
make the Ottoman Umpire contented, prosperous, and strong. 

That surh » man should occupy the throne at the present 
moment in ihr- heart of the Near Kiut is, I frankly confess, to me 
the most reassuring fact ol the present situation 

Thu .Sultan then is the man 

ll'haf about the policy? # 

II -THE SULTAN’S POLICY 

Po\u y is a Tesullant of forces. Hut forces can he deflected and 
influenced by thobc who are entrusted with the framing of policies 
The Sultan is not a man to impose his ideas by autocratic or 
theocratic Authority uikjii the Empire to which he lias guaranteed 
Constitutional Government. but even in Great Britain the influence 
of the Sovereign is no minus quantity, in proof whereof we have 
only to look to the division list on the Veto Kill. In a Constitutional 
monarchy, the Sovereign, if he be a man of opacity, regains in 
influence wlml lie has surrendered m the shapt of personal authority. 
Mehmed V is no glib phraxtu) or t hop-logic Hut he has ideas, 
and good on* s, which il he can find ministers capable of carrying 
them out will secure a nnnvated Empire a new lease of life. 

YVIml I 1 * il»r Sullans policy? 

It is a policy identical with what the- Young l urks’ policy was 
behevid Us be in the first moment of popular enthusiasm which 
hailed thi downfall ol lh«* Iliumdmn despotism It is first and 
foremost the policy of a CunsUUliQnal Sovereign As His Majesty 
told me, hi hud all his life believed in ihe Constitution, and now 
that it w«ti esubhshed he was tfelLrniined to maintain il 

Hm hi the second place Jt in a policy of one who, while 
being a loyally f on •nliirian.il Sovereign, determined to govern 
through Ins responsible Ministers, is a believing Moslem. 11 He is 
one ol us, ' s.nd ihe Heivish ut the Mosque of St Demetrius at 
Salomcd lie is not a fanatic I le is a mystir and we all remember 
wlml laird Rosebery said as to the power .if the combination expressed 
m the phrase, the practical mystic, which he applied tu Oliver 
(humwell There is nothing of Cromwell about the Sultan, save 
his faith :n an overruling Piovidcncu and a profound sense of his 
responsibility to Ins Maker The difference between a fanatic and 
a mysiic is that Lhe fanatic can only see the truth of the particular 
formula winch he luisadopted as his own, whereas the mystic recognises 
the essential fundamental unity of truth under all its faniii 
Hence it ib possible lor the Sultan to be a convinced and devout 
Muhammadan and the b.une time to treat with profound respect 
the different forms of religious faith Therein he differ from 
some of (he men who put him on the throne Holding 
no religious faith nl Lhur own, they regard all other men’s 
religious beliefs to be drivelling su pci billions. On the whole l do 
not think that I am withuul justification in thinking there is more 
chance of a sympathetic and successful government of the O.toman 
Empire when the ruler is .in Arabian mystic then if he were turned 
out in the latest pattern of Fnnch atheism with positivist trimmings. 

Thirdly, tin policy of the Sultan as he explained it to me, and 
as it has been exjioundcd to me by one of the most trusted diplo¬ 
matist* in his service, is a pol ,c V P®** * s o far fr0m hung 
responsible for the policy of Chauvinistic aggression which in th»-- 
last two years has so profoundly discredited the. governing junta at 
Saloilira, 't is regarded by the Sultan with frank and unconcealed 
abhorrence His watchword is peace Of course il the integrity ol 
his Empire was assailed or Its interests unjustly attacked, Mehnied 
V. would not hesitate to use the effective instrument which 
Mahmoud Chcfkcl Pasha is making porfec t But if he hud to sancti on 
war he would do so wnh a heavy heart. Peace, not war. is the 
polity to which he is devoted This is not the expression of a mere 
empty platitude. The Sultan's idea or jieace is twofold. So far as 
the Eurojiean Powers ore concerned, he n for friendship wiih all and 
entangling alliances with none. When I remarked, in the course of 
conversation, that <n international politic* 1 was an inveterate 
iiolygamiit. And abhorred the mOnogamic ideal uf on exclusive affiance 
with any single Power, iho SulUiiH cyw sparkled “ 'That is my 
idea abo” he said, ’’btu .member that even m a polygamous 
household it is [KiMibUs havj a favourite wife" The post of 
favourite wife m Turkey may be h«ld to-day by Germany or it may 
lie held by France That depends upon whether amis or cash are 
most in demand at th- 1 moment But it v- not a legal, much less a 
permanent, position, and the Sultan's ideal is to avqid the jealousies 
of the international harem by treating all its members with equal 
impartiality. 

What is much more important than bis views as to the relations 
between Turkey and the Great Powers is the conception, the states¬ 
manlike conception, which he brought to the throne of reconsti¬ 
tuting the protective unity of the old fabric of the Ottoman Empire 
by a policy of fraternal co-operation and alliance between Turicty 
and the Chritfaan States which have been estebthhed on the site of 
Turkish provinces. The Sultan's dominant idea is the creation of a 


friendly co-operative union rather than a federation between the 
Ottoman Empire onAhe one non<Tand Bulgaria Greece, Servia and 
Montenegro on the other. It was the object nearest to bis heart 
when he became Sultan. No one grieved so much when the reck¬ 
less Chauvinism of some of those who ruled In his name overcast 
the fair prospect of good relations with the Balkan States. Now 
that light has arisen out of the darkness and the counsels of the 
Chauvinist are at a discount, we may expect to find a vigorous effort 
being made by Turkey both at Athens and Sofia to create a self¬ 
defensive and mutually helpful union between Turkey and her 
former tributary States. 

Fourthly, the Sultan is dead against the policy of enforcing uni¬ 
formity of law, language, religion, or system upon all the races which 
make up his Empire One of the most disastrous mistakes of the 
Young Turks can be traced directly to their French education. 
Their political ideas were framed m the spirit of a French logician. 
They were so obsessed by the idea of uniformity that they went 
very near to sacrificing to their fetish the unity of the Empire. 
The Sultan was against this centralising, Turkifying policy from 
ihe first. As constitutional monarch he was compelled to see it 
carried out in his name But when in Albania and in Arabia it 
brought forth its fatal fruits in bloodied, rapine and revolt, he 
ventured to assert Ins early and unconquerable repugnance to the 
policy of Turkification Upon this subject 1 had a very interesting 
and intimate conversation with His Majesty I had been explaining 
the fundamental principles of the British Empire as those of liberty 
and self-government Thu Sultan observed somewhat dryly that 
nations were sometimes like naughty children—a little whipping did 
them good When I pointed to the good results which hod followed 
the adoption or a Liberal policy in South Alnca, the Sultan said 
“ I know all about General Botha and the Boers, but don’t forge* 
you hod to whip them first.” Then he went on to draw a 
parallel bi tween British policy in South Africa and his own 
polity in Albania He maintained I hat his policy in Albania 
was like ours in South Africa, and that the enthusiastic reception 
given to him by the Albanians when lie visited Kossovn was a close 
parallel to the acceptance b> the Boers of their position in the 
British Empire I replied that our war was a mistake and a crime 
hut that even such blunders might be remedied by a policy whicn 
made the rebel of yesterday the loyal subject of to-day. 

The fate of the Mahsson was then still hanging in the balance 
But when a week or two later Abdallah l’aslia, my old acquaintance 
of the first Hague Conference, went Lu take farewell of His Majesty 
on his departure to his command on the Montenegnn frontier, 
he received instructions not to make war but to make peace, and 
to make pence or terms which embodied His Majesty's 
kindly intentions towards his Albanian subjects The Black 
Doctrinaires among the Young Turks scowled at the concessions 
made to the Albanians. Turkey has ds Milners as well as Britain 
But even at the moment of writing (25th August) comes die following 
welcome telegram that shows His Majesty's gracious intentions are 
no longer to ho thwarted by uniform 1 tarlan fanatic*, who wish to 
thrust even the Turkish letters down the throats ol all Turkish 
subeects. 

11 If you grant the Malissun these Lerms, said unis of thr 
Black Young Turks, “ how can we withhold them from other 
1 Albanians ? ” 

11 And a very good tiling too, if you concede them all round,’ 

I replied This appear* to be recognised at last The Constanti¬ 
nople Press of 24th Augus t—published the text of a circular 
addressed by the Minister of the Interior to the Governors ol 
Skutan and Ytuiuiu, stating that the Council of Ministers had 
decided to offer a free pardon to all Albanianv now in arms who 
have not been guilty of common law offerees If they suitendei 
without further delay 

The circular* odds that the Minister of Public Instruction ha* 
given orders to the Governors in question that Albanian school? 
founded for the purpose of teaching Albanian through the medium 
of both Arabic and [«&tin characters shall receive a subvention from, 
the local revenues, and that the proceeds of the poll tax shall be 
devoted 10 local expenditure on roads and bridges. 

This is not all that is required But it is a step in the direction 
of realising the objects to winch the Sultan pledged himself to his. 
Albanian subjects. 

in thus writing 011 the Sultan’s policy 1 have confined myself 
to points upon which 1 have direct and authentic information as to 
his views They seem to me to be sound views of a sagacious 
Sovereign- I shall now proceed, without referring further to the 
views of the Sultan, to make soirte further obscurations as to what 
!>cems to me the best means of carrying out a truly Liberal policy 
worthy of Constitutional Turkey. 

III.-THE CONFERENCE AT SALONtCA- 

The question now arises how best to cany out the policy of 
the Sultan. In discussing it I do not for a moment suggest that 
Mehmed V. has expressed himself explicitly in fevour of. #xw of tbW 
details of policy on which I am about to enter I aril it the policy 
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of the Sultan, because he has explicitly declared himself in favour of 
Om policy of equal rights for men or all races and of all religions 
withm die Empire; because he has declared himself, with not less 
emphasis, in favour of a peace policy aiming at the establishment of 
friendly relations and cooperation with the Balkan States, and be¬ 
cause he is the avowed champion of the Constitution. Beyond that 
I have no right to suggest that he has any responsibility for the policy 
which I am about to outline. 

If you will the end you must also will the means to the end. 
The Young Turks who have been in power since the revolution have 
unfortunately in many cases pursued with obstinacy means which 
were directly calculated to defeat their avowed ends, Fortunately 
the more enlightened of their number has discovered their mistake. 
The pacification of Lhe Malissores and the subsequent concession of 
liberal terms to the Albanians, may be accepted as the outward and 
visible sign of an inward change in the hearts of the omnipotent 
Committee. The Conference which is to be held this month in 
Salonica will reveal how far this change of heart or opening of the 
understanding has proceeded. We stand at the parting of the ways 
Everything, it may be said, depends for the moment upon the 
result of the deliberations at the Conference summoned by the 
Committee to meet in Saronica, the revolutionary capital of 
the Empire. 

There is reason to hope and believe that what may be des 
cribed as the uniformitanan, Turkifying, Chauvinistic section has 
discovered Us mistake. Some of its leaders, no doubt, are hopelessly 
committed to the Ottomamsing policy, which would pass a street 
roller over all the privileges which have enabled the subject races 
to preserve their vitality even under the tyrannv of Alidul Hamid 
The cry of new lamps For old has been sounded in vain m the ears 
of the Christians of the East. They refuse, and rightly refuse, to 
abandon the old, imperfect but to a certain extent, effective guaran¬ 
tees for religious autonomy Fnr the brand new untried machinery of 
the Constitution. What the more reflective heads of the Committee 
has begun to see is that it is hopeless to attempt to unite the infi¬ 
nitely varying races that are sheltered by the Crescent by forcing 
forward a crude, pedantic policy of uniformity, which if it were 
adopted m Germany or Great Britain would shatter the German and 
British Empires mtu remediless ruin The ascendency ui the 
Jacobin in the councils of the Committee, V ,s lo be hoped, is 
drawing to a close 

The Saionica Conference if it is to rescue the CunsMrution from 
the discredit into which it has been brought by the we' , -me.Mii but 
disastrous blunders of the last two years, must revert to the lolly 
ideals and liberal professions which thiec years ago brought about 
such an enthusiastic fratermination of all races and creeds within the 
Emits of the Ottoman Empire 

It is not much to ask that a pnli-y which has failed should he 
superseded by the reversion to a policy the proclamation of which 
won for the Young Turks the applause of the civilised world 

If the Committee of Union and Progress is to rise tu the 
bright of its great opportunity, it should begin b) recognising 
the grievous mistake which it has made m ta:tics in belittling the 
Sultan. They ought at least to h,ive shown more respect to the 
monarch whom ih^n own hands had made He is, after all 
it said and done, in his dual capacity of > nil an of Turk- y and 
Caliph of Islam the most valuable asset nf ilm Empire. They • 
need not fear that the homage wimh he legitimately demand? 
from all his subjects, even if they be memler* of the Committee, 
will endanger the Constitutional liberties of which he is the 
responsible custodian. Had he been younger and a man of 
a more selfish or ambitious temperament, they might have had 
misgivings. As things are they can have none. 

To make the Sultan's reign glorious it is necessary, to give peace 
io his Empire and to win the luyahv of all his subject m< es 
by making them understand that they can better realise their 
aspirations after peace, liberty security, propenly and justice 
under the Imperial flag than by any conceivably possible 
ra arrangement of the map. 

The first step in this direction is to reassure all sections that 
the new Government will leave them in undisturbed possession 
of all the privileges which they now enjoy, whether it bp that 
Of exemption from mMitaxy service, antonomy for their churches 
and schools, the use of their own language, or the freedom of trade. 
Tbe Constitution must represent to every race and province a plus 
nod not a minus When I was in Turkey at least two-thirds of the 
population of th t Empire made no secret of the fact that so far as 
they were concerned, they had not profited by exchanging the 
monistic despotism of Abdul Hamid for the many-headed despotism 
of the Committee, The time may come when exceptional privileges 
enjoyed ab antique may be voluntarily surrendered as useless 
-anachronistic survivals of a hateful pest. No one dreams in England 
of protecting his dwelling by a moat and drawbridge. But to 
have abolished the right to protect one's bonus by such means 
before the law itself gave adequate protection to peaceful arizen 
'would have roused furious discontent. 


After a guarantee of all existing privileges has been given, the 
second step should be to secure the Empire against the new rigime 
being used as a stalking hone of financial speculators. I do not 
wish to enter upon the vexed questions as to how far the revolution 
itself was engineered in the interest of Jewish financiers. The 
accusation is constantly made, but it may be as baseless as the 
calumnies against the Jewish shopkeepers in Wales. But such accusa¬ 
tions, true or false, have a dangerous tendency to excite popular 
feeling. They resulted in pogroms in Kussia and in Wales and 
may end m m&ssAcre in Turkey Even if they do not culminate 
in bloodshed, they produce an ugly suspicion that behind the 
high-flying political protestations of the Committee there are 
lurking many unscrupulous designs to exploit the public in the 
interest of the financial schemer. The Committee would do 
well to disassociate itself in the most emphatic manner possible 
from all complicity in the pseudo-Zionist schemes which excited so 
much suspicion last year, and turn down every proposal which, 
under the musk of patriotism, proposes to put money into the 
pockets of their own supporters 

If this Anti-Graft programme were consistently carried out, is 
would indirectly tend lo remove one of the outstanding obstacles 
in the way of the Sultan's policy for the establishment of a friendly 
union with the Balkan States Of all the wanton political and 
economic crimes of which the dominant section of the Young Turks 
have been guilLy the Greek boycott was one of the most 
inexcusable. The Government, to do it justice, has never sanctioned 
officially what they have lacked courage to suppress The first 
outward and visible sign of the tnurnph or a rational spirit of 
iiberalism and fraternity will be the denunciation of the boycott, 
which is detested by All but the handlul of traders who profit by the 
exclusion of their Greek rivals. 

The problem of re-esuibhslung friendly relations with the 
Christian States outside the Empire and the Christian races within 
its pale is one which «s very difficult of solution. The dominant 
Chauvinists or Lhe Committee who refused to allow the Greek Club 
at .Salomca to present a loyal address to the Sultan came perilously 
near committing high treason lo the Empire. The Conference will 
do well to consider in framing its policy for the coming general 
election whether it should not make formal overtures to the 
Christian electors for co-operations at the [lolls. One of the most 
hopeful signs of the ti ues in Turkey is the disposition manifested 
oy the Bulgarian« Greeks and Armenians to come together 
for electoral purposes It would be foolish to treat as hope¬ 
lessly antagonists one-thud of the population of the Empire. 
If then is to lie a union of hearts and a fusion of racial prejudices 
it should begin at the polling booth At present the Christians fear 
and say that the Young Turks are only Old Turks—wolves disguised 
in sheep's clothing It will be for the Conference to dispel this 
suspicion by laying down a practical programme on which they can 
appeal for the support of all the moderate liberal minded men 
in the Empire 

The extension uF the man principles of the Malisson settlement 
as a means of pacifying other discontented populations, the meting 
oui of stern punishment to all official.*- convicted of such hideous 
crimes as the torture of prisoners or of suspects, in ordei to extort 
confessions, ore measures which would do much to re establish the 
prestige of the Committee already much shaken by the persistenl 
reports of the recrudescence of the old policy of outrage and assas¬ 
sination not only in the remoter provinces but .in Constantinople 
itself. 

Then* arc innumerable oilier subjects with which the Conference 
will hive in deal to which I need not revert here They arc all 
more or leas governed by the attitude which the Conference will 
take up towards ‘lie mam question Endc is an ill counsellor. He 
who humbled: himself shall be exalted, and the Committee has been 
too much disposed to magnify its own vocation at the expense of the 
legitimate Sovereign and to sacrifice the finances of the country 
lo the prejudices bom of Chauvinistic conceit If, instead of 
regarding itself as a kind of party caucus deteimined at all costs to 
run the Empire on the principle? of a Jacobin Club, the Committee 
were to seize every opjxirtumLy of re-establishing ihc prestige of the 
Sultan on the one hand and the authority of the whole of the 
electorate on the other, they would do much to improve their 
portion in the estimation of Eurnjh. The right of a self-elected 
junta to engineers a revolution by Lhe aid of conspiracy and 
assassination docs not confer upon its successors a right either to 
usurp the throne of Othman nr lo rig the election in Lhe interest nf 
its members. 

If the Conference at Salomca adopts the patriotic and loyal course 
of urging all Ottoman ?uhjects to rally round the throne for the 
purpose of elec Ling a parliamentary majority in favour of some such 
broad liberal policy as I h&vc ventured to indicate, the financial 
outlook would be materially improved. In Turkey as elsewhere 
everything depends upon the terms of the new loan. It m ght be too 
much to expect the Young Turks to put their pride into theii 
pocket so far as to ask the Administrator of the Debt to take over 
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the management of lb t whole finances of the Empire but no other 
single measure, would do so much to extricate them from their finan¬ 
cial embarrassments. British administration of their Customs has 
increased the yield of that branch of the revenue by thirty per cent., 
and a limited period of international control of their finances need 
not be morfc shocking to their amour profile. If a statesman and 
patriot like Djuvid Bey could recognise the advantage of such 
a polity, his colleagues need not resent so practical a suggestion. 

IV.—A BALKAN BUND. 

So far I have dealt with matters in the scope of the Conference. 
My last point relates to a subject of wider range. Haw is the 
Sultan’s policy of a union fif the Baikal) States to be carried into 
effect? The policy of the Ottoman Foreign Office, we may take it, 
will be steadily directed in that direction. ,But in order to give body 
and substance to the policy of friendship and mutual support it is 
necessary to eliminate causes of friction which are constantly arising 
between the populations rather than between Lbc Governments. If 
what may be called the Malissorc pacification policy were generally 
applied most of the causes of friction would disappear But after 
everything was done differences would from time to time arise 
between the populations on either side or the frontier These 
differences at present have a disagreeable habit of expressing them¬ 
selves in the shape of insurrectionary bands and punitive expeditions 
These forms of friction arejthe product of popular feeling which the 
Governments find it difficult to control. Hence fiery sparks are 
constantly flying aliout, producing local fires which are for ever 
threatening a widespread conflagration. In such circumstances 
why should not the fire-quenching apparatus invented at the Hague 
be brought into requisition ? 

All the Balkan States signed the Hague Convention They are 
therefore all of them parties to the third part of the Convention 
relating to International Arbitration, entitled 11 International Com- 
missions of Inquiry." Article 9 of that Convention runs as 
follows .— 

In disputes of un international nature involving neither honour 
nor Vital interests, and arising from a difference of opinion on points 
of facts, the contracting Powers (that is to ray, among others, 
Turkey and all the Balkan States) deem it expedient and 
desirable that the parties who liavc not been able to come to an 
agreement by means of diplomacy should, so far as circumstances 
allow, institute an in ter national commission of inquiry to facilitate 
a solution of those disputes by elucidating the facts by mean*; of 
an impartial and conscientious investigation 

Subsequent articles set out that such Commissions can be 
conltituted just as the parties in dispute prefer. It is Tor them to 
define how the Commission should be constituted, where and when 
it should sit, what procedure it should adopt, whethei or nor it 
should appoint assessors, and .so forth. It is, however, expressly 
provided that the report of such Commissions shall not hav; the 
nature of an arbitral award, each party resming the nght either to 
reject or to accept, their conclusions as seems good m its own c>< * 

Why should Turkey and Bulgaria, Turkey and Gicecu, Turkey 
and Servia, Turkey and Monteni gra not agPHi to appoint permanent 
cotHmtssi>iNs iPenouete on their respective frontiers for the immediate 
investigation of all points of fart relating to questions in dispute? 
In that rase the tnurfux ufietandt would be something like this 


A complaint arises as to the operations of a Bulganin hand in < 
Macedonia, or of some violation of the Greek frontier by Turkish. 
troops, or any other similar question. Instead of wrangling at the 
Foreign Office, the local commission (FenfuiU, consisting in one 
case of a Turk and a Bulgarian, in the other of a Turk and a Greek, 
would at once come together, and with the lull consent of the 
Governments concerned either proceed in person to the locality or 
send a competent assessor to collect the facts and report on the 
subject The mere existence of such Commissions con saintly ready 
to swoop down upon the spot where the dispute arose, who 
a standing order to prepare a joint report as to the facts, wpuld operate 
as a most effective means whereby the Governments which desired 
to live together in peace and fraternal co-operation could remove 
the causes which at present render it difficult to control the 
combative passions of their subjects No infringement of sovereignty 
would be occasioned by the mutual agreement of two sovereign 
States to adopt a sensible method of avoiding friction on their 
frontiers 

I put forward the proposal with all deference as a humble but 
practical suggestion towards the more effective realisation of the 
Sultan’s policy, which seems to me to be a policy which deserves 
the sympathetic support of every European Power, and especially 
of our own Government. King George happens to have more 
Muhammadan subjects than any other sovereigns in the world We ■■ 
cannot but regard with the liveliest sympathy all efforts to 
restore the prestige and increase the usefulness of the Caliph. 
Whether, ns some think, it wo'jld be well to give an outward and 
visible expression of our Sympathy by giving Sir Gerard 
Lowtheran efficient colleague selected from the many capable 
diplomatists to be found among the Indian Moslems is a question 
for the future Such a recognition of the Caliphate is, however, 
not beyond the bounds of possibility if the Sultan’s vision of 
a regenerated Ottoman Empire is to be materialised on liberal and 
constitutional lines. 

The first move belongs to the Conference at Sdonica, Will 
the Young Turks there assembled justify the hopes of theiyAiends 
or confirm the suspicions of their loes ? The Conference may lead 
to a separation between the sheep and the goals, between the white 
and the black If the sheep outnumber the goats, if the whites 
overpower the blacks, if the Conference in order to realise the 
ideals of the Constitution concentrates its attention upon securing 
free elections on a Liberal programme, we may see the dawning 
of a brighter day in Turkey than lias hitherto been dreamed of. 

If, on the contrary, the blacks triumph, and the pseudo Young 
Turks continue to he smirched with the bad old Turkish policy of 
Chauvinistic centralisation, boycottage, and oppression, although 
the immediate future may be overclouded, there would still be no 
leason for despairing of the Ottoman Empire. For the Sultan is 
a permanent force, whereas the Young Turks, if they forsake the 
principles the enumeration of which won them the applause of the 
world, will be like the rtviff on the threshing floor wmd^the wind 
bloweth away and which is not. 'They will then only be remem¬ 
bered in history as men who played a great rdle, but who failed to 
live up to the height of their vocation. 

But I refuse to despair even of the blackest of the Young Turku 
__ ^ —Thu Review of Reviews. 
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■ Che Week. * 

Ministerial Changes. £ ; 

It is officially annoutffied that the Cabinet has been recon¬ 
structed as follows Earl l&rnngton becomes toff Privy Seal. 
Mr. McKenna, Home Secretary, Mr Churchill, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, Mr. C. E. Hobhopie, Chancellor of the Duchy of 


l^antaster, Mr Rumman, Tresident of the Board of Agriculture^ 
Mr J A. Pease, President of the Board of Education. The 
following appointments outside the Cabinet have been made.— 
Mr MrKinnon Wood, Fmauca! Secrtlary to the Treasury, 
Mi. A^laiid, Foreign Under-Secretary, Mr. A. Emmott, Under¬ 
secretary for Lhe Colonies, and J.ord Lucas, Parliamentary 
SecreLaiy tu the Board of Agnculture. Mr. Whitley will be 
proposed as successor to Mr. Emmott as Deputy Speaker. The 
abovi- appointments involve by-tlecn.nis in Oldham, South Somerset 
am' East Bristol. Mi. Emmott and Sir E. Strachty will receive 
peerage^ The Da ly Express states that Mr. Asquith has decided 
tn accept a peerage at the New Y^nr 

The reshuffling of the Cabinet has caused, surprise, especially 
the exchange of portfolios of Mr. McKenna and Mr. Churchill, 
which i« the chief object of comment in the Press The exchange 
has occasioned a curious conflu-t of opinion, one section of the 
Conscrvuti/es considering that Mr Churchill's appointment to the 
Admirably is a weiory for the 11 Little Navyites, ’ while on the other 
hund ihe A fuming ftjst says the appointment is an indication 
that the (government is beginning to recogni.it* the extreme urgency 
# of national th-fcnce. Thu journal pays a tribute to Mr. Churchill's 
abilities and Ids idrcnglh of purpose. The Daily Mail compares 
Mr Churi hill's appointment to the action of Mr. Chamberlain 
m iSq^i when he took an inferior post in anticipation of making 
histoiy The paper says “It is possible that Mr Churchill 
believes Hat in Lhe near future the Admiralty will be a more 
important post than the Colonial Office was in 1895.” The Daily 
GraphtL says the change will be profoundly unpopular in the 
Navy* and «iates thal Mr. Churchill was a most bitter Cabinet 
opponent of Mr MiKenna and Lord Fisher. The paper further 
declfties that Mr. Churchill was in constant communication with 
the malcontents on the navy question, and that he advocated 
the building of war vessels or the “King Edward” type in prefer¬ 
ence to “ Dreadnoughts.” The Daily News makes no comment 
on the change. The paper thinks the exchange is due to the 
personal taste of the two Ministers and to considerations unknown 
to the public. 

Morocco. 

The French papers indicate that there is a hitch in the Franco- 
German negotiations arising out or Germany's refusal to accept 
(he latest French offer of compensation. The Frankfurter Zctfung 
says that France wishes to withdraw part of the compensation to 
which she previously agreed in principle, and adds that if this 
happens, the negotiations will be wrecked and* new political 
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situation created. M. Can bon and Herr Von Kiderlen Waechter 
had a fresh meeting after which it was announced that in spite 
of statements made in the French papers the result of the confer 
cncc augured well for the favourable outcome of the negotiations, 
which will be continued under satisfactory conditions. Reuter 
wired from Paris —A sensation has been caused by the arrest 
of M. Deslailltur, French Commissioner in Ujda, Morocco, 
the Vice-Consul, and the head of I he. Customs for peculation and 
gun running All three were Arrested by Central Toutee, command¬ 
ing the district The newspapers sti^fc 1 that iJestailleur and other 
arrested officials have been released pending an enquiry which will 
be conducled by a special commission from Paris It is stated 
that General Toulec exceeded his powers in ordering the 
arrests. 

Persia. 

Rkuter wires from Teheran .--The ex-Shah has left Persia and 
has arrived at Askabad It appears that he has abandoned the 
attempt to regain the throne 

Reuters agency understands that the Persian Government has 
repeatedly telegraphed to the British Government asking Britain 
to refrain from despatching troops to the Gulf and giving details 
of the measures Persia has adopted to ensure order, as a result of 
which, the message states, the situation in tars is quieter and Sh»az 
itself perfectly tranquil. Persia maintains that the presence of 
fresh foreign troops will only tend to make the work of Govern¬ 
ment in maintaining order more difficult Persia does not deny 
that there lias been certain unrest, but affirms that it has not been 
of a nature to endanger the life and property of Europeans It 
is explained that the tiniest is due to tribal dissensions which are 
now ended A strong man, Ala ud Daultli, has been appointed 
Governor of Pars and wiE leave immediately to take up his duties 
and he will be at the head of a .hong forte Mureover, it is further 
declared, 350 cossatks have been ordtnd to Shuaz ami Swedish 
gendarmerie officers havu also been ordered to Ivrs. In conclusion, 
the Persian Government lays stress oti the slatement ilul the 
desjiaU'h of troops will lower the Persian p cstigt 1 and abides to 
Persia's difficulties recently caused by the sudden appe trance ot 
tl,c ex-Shah in the noitli These iMliuillius, d buys, hive now 
been overcome, leaving Persia free to devote her attention to 
the south 

The* Central India Horse and the 33rd Cavalry detriments 
that me under orders to proretd to the Pci itin Gulf ih 1 onnuclnw 
with disturbance at slmaz arrived at Bombay ou th- njlh Oriobcr 
Their homes and baggage were shipped on two Ibuisli fnd.a steamer-. 
hhmjn and l that have .non lomnihsienid iu convey 
them to the Gull as h.ied liansposls. 'Ibe UU ui*i sided on the 
20th msUnt red the l-'/tth 1 on the Jist 

A Tints inuisngi 1 from IVliorn** status the 1 m u/Hiial fiCas 
it is declared that Russia object** to 1 he employment of twenty 
additional Swedish olfiint to rent gams* llv: JV.nfi mmv and lia* 
formulated her objections both in Jch^run and m SioiUvilrr. Up 
to the present Russia had declared that -.h* rhd not ohjort to ihe 
employment of officers from thr a nue& o F inmei Powu*, tret now 
stales that previous uppluitio-is Irom Sweden were for posit, txn iu 
the gendarmerie and Mil ir the u-my Persians allege that the 
iiiiuiber ..I ol>Ver^ asked for indicates that a seriuut attempt is 
being mad * m the d.ruedou of infirm ami rhv therefore the anion 
muets with Russiau disfavoui Corse Tiling Kintia's objections to the 
employment of Swedish officers in the IVsi.m Army, it is semi¬ 
officially staUd m hintkholm that the Foreign Office has received 
no communication ielat ; ve to such einpreyment. The Foreign 
Office slater that applu itions from Swedes were exclusively on 
behalf of the gendnrmenc According to a Tunes message from 
Teheran, Russian official circles state that no instructions have been 
received to object to the appointment of Swedish officers to reorganise 
the Persian Array. 


China. 

Reuter wired from Hankow:—The rebels are gaining the 
victory here. Reuter wired from Fekihg.—The newspapers ore from 
some unexplicit cause allowed to publish a most despondent joint 
despatch from Admiral Sachenping and the Viceroy of Wuchang 
with reference to the fighting at Hankow on the iSth instant The 
despatch describes the loss and recapture of the station and die final 
inability of the Imperialist troops to hold it owing to their heavy 
losses The warships, it is stated, were unable to belp for fear of 
hitting their own troops. The despatch concludes : 11 The Meet is 
without coal and nee. We are now Awaiting death and appeal 
to the throne to order the immediate despatch of General 
Ymchang" Reuter wired from Shanghai:—It is confirmed here 
that Ichang and Changsha have fallen. It is also stated that 
fighting is proceeding at Nanchang. The rebels have captured 
Kiu-Kiang and burnt the Yamen Otherwise there is apparently no 
disturbance. 

The application of the Imperial Government to the Anglo- 
Franco-German- Ameru an Syndicate for a loan has been refused 
owing to the desire of the Powers to observe neutrality. 

Reuter wired from Peking.—Yuan-Shi-Kai’s reply to the offer 
of Ihe Viceroyalty of Hupeh and Hunan is published in the 
official Gazette He says the time is so critical that he dare not ask 
the Throne to gran! him leave, yet his health prevents him doing 
work As soon as he sues the possibility, he will try. 

Reuter wired from Peking —The National Assembly has been 
opened. The Speech from the Throne makes no mention of the 
rebellion It emphasises the wish lo carry on Constitutional Govern¬ 
ment A rescript orders Yuan-Shi-Kai to take up his duties as soon 
as his health permits. 

General Ymgcbang has reached Siaokan, thirty mi’c*north of 
Hankow 

Arnv. daughter o. f ihe Chinese Minister, launched the Chinese 
rruisu Chaoko at Armstrong’s yard at iCIswich. I he Chaoko 
sails in January Sir Andrew Noble said this was the hvenly-scvcn'.h 
ship built I01 Ouiu and it would be the most up to-date vessel of 
this type. The Cbmesi Minister expressed his enure* satisfaction 
wu'i the Chnukn Wu, son of WuRngfung, dwtlt on the impor¬ 
tance of training'lu l bincse navy The only yellow peril existing 
was for the I Weis gratuitously allocking the l.mmur and integrity 
of China There wo*, no more peaceful nation in the world than 
Chula 

The attitude of the European prc« iVith regard to ilie situation 
hi China is one of extreme caution. There is undoubted *omo 
undercurrent of sympathy with the rebels, if only because .he revolt 
must h*ad 10 a reformed Government, of which the recall of 
Yuan Shi-Kai is evident Reuters Agency is inlomud that the 
policy ol Great fintaiu with regard to the situation in China will 
be limited to taking every measure necessary lo protect British lives 
ir«d property Any airangcrnents which may be needful with 
reference to the; lindmg of bluc-jaitets for this purpose will be 
made cn the spot The .Vwtiyc Vrctnya is urging the Government 
to take advantage of the ciisis in China and that country's 
negotiation with St Petersburg lor a revision of the Rus^o-Chinese 
Treaties ired of the impending arrival of ihe Mongolian Khans 
to expuun their grievances tn secure autonomy id Mongolia and 
its definite establishment as n buffer state. 

Hindu University. * 

The Maharaja of Darbhanga, the Hon'ble Pandit Madaq Mohan 
Malaviva and Mrs Annie Besant have agreed on all the important 
points with regard to the proposed Hindu University Scheme and 
shall work together. Mrs. Besant has cabled to the Secretary of 
State for India withdrawing her petition for a Charter. 
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A fortnight agn we were able to publish the telegram of the 
Pnvatt Secretary to H. E. the Viceroy in a 
The Relief of »eply to ours, statin< that His Excellency 

the Sufferen. saw no reason to object to our raising a fund 

fer the relief of the Turkish sufferers from 
thv \Var. Till then, however, little fighting had taken place and 
we considered it better to postpone the opening of tne fund. But 
in spite of the fact that no reinforcements can reach the Turkish 
garrisons, the Turks, aided b\ the Arabs of Tripoli—news of 
whose submission had been received more than once from Italian 
sources—have been selling the’r life dear, and in Benghazi alone the 
casualtiei reached i,8oo out of a total of 600 Turkish soldiers and 
5,000 Arabs. Those who Imow the Turks and Arabs vill nol 
marvel at the stubbornness of Lhe defence But we owe the:*** brave 
% men something more than praise and prayers Their widows and 
orphans have to be provided for, and we are confident that th^ response 
of our readers and others to the silent appeal of those who have lost 
thor all .11 Lhe death of these gallant men would be worthy of 
India where seventy Million Moslems hearts are beating in unison with 
those of the brave defenders of Tripoli We trust they will not 
forget the significance of " Iqbal's Present " 

if 0. t> ajj 1 i— 

We publish elsewhere a short account of the monster meeting of 
the MuSMilrnar.s of Calcutta convened under 
The Calcutta the aus^ires of the (nlcutta Red Crescent 

Moslem Meeting. Socieiy and htM on tin grounds of the 

propped Federation Kail, which were so 
kindly placed al the disposal of the organisers. We Jiave nol, in 
our limited experience, seen a larger gathering of people for Lhe 
ptuposcs of such meetings, and the assemble! mass bore 
Testimony not only to the feelings stirred by the aggression of 
Italy but also to the efficient work of the organisers of the meeting. 
We trust the Red Descent Society would soon make proper 
arrangements to collect funds for the relief of the sufferers of the 
W4r, and that all promises hitherto made will without delay be 
converted into cash. We think it would be preferable to publish 
the amounts collected from time to time in the Press. 

Tub Autumn farewell meeting to take leave of the missionaries who 
are beiag sent out to all parts of the world by 
The Bishop of the Church Missionary Society was held on 

London on him. the 27th September at Lhe Royal Albert 
Hall. The Bishop of London in giving his 
closing address said that he had recently been studying carefully 
Mr. Gardner's 11 The Reproach of Islam.” We have no acquaintance 
W tth this book, but if some of the ideas which the, flight Reverend 
Bishop expressed at the meeting were the product of a careful but 


evidently exclusive study of the book wc can well understand to 
what category to consign it The Mussalmans must thank the Bishop 
—and, of course, the original source as well—for recognising some 
of the merits of Islam and holding up certain features of Islamic 
life for all Christians to follow. But what must be thought 
of no less a personage than a Bishop of London who 
believed that Islam was “a faith that denied every cherished 
article of the Christian belief and cast out the name of Christ as 
evil ” This is not so much a libel oij Islam and the Mussalmons 
as a measure of a Christian Bishop's knowledge of a faith which 
hr admits he regards as 11 the greatest foe of the Church 
throughout the world.” VVluit would Lhe world say of .1 Gtneral 
who, while sending out soldiers on outpost duty, betrayed before 
them such colossal ignorance of the character and position of the 
enemy? As 1 ven Professor Margoliouth has shown in a letter to 
the Times on this subject, Christ is venerated throughout the 
Islamic world, and no Mussalman would ever think of referring 
to the founder of Christianity tightly as some Christians are 
heard to do. But this was not the whole of the Bishop's 
indictment against Islam He said 11 his heart went out Lo the 

100,000,000 Mahammedan women, the victims of unlimited 
concubinage and dixorce. God help them il they did not 
hold out a hand towards their sisters in the Mahammedan 
countries ” Now, Professor Margoliouth ha9 pointed out in his 
letter the absurdity of the Right Reverend Bishop's statistics There 
are not probably as many as a hundred million Moslem adult 
women, and divorces arc nm half so rommon in Islamic countries 
lor instance, 111 some States of Christian and civilized America. 
As lor the law of Divorce in Islam, ; t is far superior to the round- 
thorn and still very rigid provisions of the English law, which con¬ 
travenes all the same the message of Christ as conveyed in the Gospels. 
The evidence given before the Divorce Commission is an ample 
refutation of die Bidiop of London’s evident belief that because 
God is in heaven all is well with the world of the Church of England. 
Ae for concubinage, wc a.e surp^spd at the still greater ignorance of 
the Right Reverend Bishop Apart from ordinary sinfulness among 
Mussulman 1 * as among others—which is too much so long as there is 
even a single unreformed sinner in a faith—we do not know Lo what 
the speak*. 1 referred We are by no means satisfied with the state of 
Moslem morals to-*lay , but that i& quite different from a reflection 011 
their creed itself. While fully appreciating the sympathy of the 
Bishop towards " their sisters in Mahammedan countries,” would it be 
impertinent tn hint that tnere is some node nearer home which the 
Bishop of London could undertake ? The same mail which brought 

his speech to India has brought the last issue of a London paper 

which *ays — 

Take j. walk through Hyde Park at half pasl run** in the evening You 
a >11 set- ilLi'ig .aid Ijing on lhe grass young men and young women 
Turing by arc I uys and girls of fourteen years nf age, fifteen at 
th- most, giggling it the thoughts siiggrstcil by the sight Walk 
through anv London suburb you like at ten or half-past ten at night 
At every sheet cor nr 1 you wdl find a group of boys just m their 
teens Tlir cenrrej of the group is a girl. She laughs at their 
■allies and retort* with a saucy smile to their very personal remark* 
bhe 13 tL* fascinating flapper of the district And she is proud of 

iL She stands at street corners at ten or eleven at night, at once 

the jc.1l and the admiration of the youth ot her district She 
begins Lo understand the double meaning in hqr companions' 
remarks. She sees women making casual acquaintance with men, 
■era them go off together She 15 lold why And presently she, too, 
joins those ptUable ranks 

But perhaps these people belong to a stratum of society too much 
beneath a Bishop in a country where the Archbishop receives an 
income of ;£i 5,000 a year, and where, on the same journal infoms 
us, the amount of personal property left by 39 deceased Anglican 
Prelates from 1856 to 1885 was found on probate to average 
£54,000. In that case, let Mr Sutro, f< Rita,” and Bishop Vaughan 
describe the "mild indiscretions” of Smart Society. Does the 
Bishop of London know that Mias Maud Allan, who danced before 
huge crowds in London in garments—or, to be more exact, a lack 
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| of garment*—which none of the 11 sitters in MahAinmadan countries " 
5 could contemplate without faulting or a fit of hysteria, dined with 
\ Duchesses and lunched with the Prime Minister and his wife ? With 
countries as with individuals it is best to follow the precept of Christ 
r addressed on the Mount of Olives to the Scribes and the Pharisees : 
11 He that iatvithout sin among you let him first cast a stone at her. 1 

* Among the many problems of anxious weight and complexity with 
which Dntish Imperialism has got to deal, none 
The Deportation is so weighty And complex as the one which 
ol Mr. Cole. arises out of the fisrce wars of colour and race 

The contact between the white and coloured 
races, especially in South Africa, has been subject to periodic 
outbursts of passions, ugly and insensate and elementally naked 
in their brutality. The conflict in its wider aspect is not &u much 
economic as racial. The white resents the influence of the native 
races in Africa on the nascent societies he has planted in their 
midst, especially in the sphere of sex-relations, and he resents 
it with a depth of repugnance that is almost immeasurable 
Only recently a Judge sentenced a native to death who 

had pleaded guilty to the charge of 11 assaulting a white girl on 

A lonely road in May” The Judge characterised the crime 14 as a 

most brutal assault on a European girl. 11 Such a crime, he added, 

had a farr- aching effect, and he had always felt it his duty in clear 
cases tn inflict the death penalty. The Hon Mr. Cole, in British 
East Africa, shot dead a native whom he caughL trying to steal one of 
his sheep The jury at quitted him But the Colonial Office 
could not bear, m the interest of the Empire itself, so flagrant an 
outrage on Jus Lice ant) ordered his deportation frum East 

Africa. However, a memorial signed by a number of white settlers 
has been sent to the Colonial Office on the plea thal 11 public opinion 
deprecates his deportation ” Even a number of newspapers in 
England have joined in the campaign against the order of the 
Secretary of State Such exhibitions, however, furnish an instruc* 
live commentary on the methods and ideals of lattei day imperialism. 
In this welter of race prejudice and passions, it '* refreshing to comp 
across an expression of opinion frankly and courageously calling a spade 
4 spade and reflecting the Englishmans characteristic love of furplay 
Says the Law Journal '—fn ordering the deportation of Mr Galbraith 
Cole from British East Africa fur “cMiting racial ennuly,” the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies has acted with a severity which 
may be unprecedented but which moat people will regard as just and 
salutary. Mr. Cole caught a nalive stealing, or tiying to steal, a 
sheep of hia, fired at him as lie was running ana y, and kill 3d him 
This is the short history of the affair. . . It is useless to try 

and justify such an act to the conscience or a law abiding country, 
and the very attempt which has been made to do so, and the resent¬ 
ment of the white residents at Moinbassa at the deportatiun, make 
the worst aspect of the affair. They it veal a contempt for native 
life and native rights which is, it is to be feared, far too common 
among English settlers. With such contempt the law cannot, while 
it remains a mere sentimem, interfere, hut wh?n it exhib ts itself 10 
overt acts of outrage and the partialities of u white jury paralyse the 
ordinary administration of justice, it is quite time for the Colonial 
Office to step in and give an inpressive lesson such as will be 
conveyed by this order for deputation The shooting of 

natives by settlers—taking the Law into their own hands-is, n 
fact, neither more lew than a reversion to savagery. The 
British Empire stands on nn even lituded administration of justice 
to all—without distinction oJ colour or erred —who are under its 
protection; on this rock it lias been built up, and it would be a 
disastrous day when such a British justice is replaced by the law 
of Judge Lynch. 

The Activities of the promoters of Hindi at the expense of Urdu 
are like the epidemics in their elusiveness, and 
Hindi m Cashmere, break out with strange virulence in the moat 
unlikely places. The news of the latest out¬ 
break comes from Cashmere. Some anti-Urdu stalwart, big with the 


inspiration of Lala Lajpat Raj's unctuous deliverances against Urdu 
and of the formulas of the Hindu Elementary Education League of 
Lahore, seems to have found his way into the State and worked himself 
into a power behind the Durbar. Be this as it may, the order issued 
by the Education Department of Cashmere, substituting Hindi for 
Urdu as the medium of instruction in State schools, cannot be 
justified on any ground whatever. The Mussalmans form an over¬ 
whelming majority of the population of the State. For centuries 
together their literary languages have been Persian and Urdu and all 
their religious, moral, historical and social literature is enshrined in these 
longues. To forre upon them, by the exercise of a despotic fiat, an 
utterly alien language with an outlandish script is surely to ride rough¬ 
shod over their most vital interests and sentiments, and to disregard the 
elementary basis of a just, sympathetic and benevolent rule. H.H. 
the Maharaja has to prove his sense of fairplay and the broad¬ 
minded liberality nf his views. It is surprising to us that such an 
inconsiderate mcMrc should have been enforced in his dominions, 
which will most effectually retard the intellectual progress of upwards 
of 90 per cent of his subjects It is possible some oveTzcalous 
official bitten with the virus of the Hindi Cult has issued the 
ukase without the knowledge of tne Maharaja. We are informed the 
Mussalnmns of (Cashmere arc sending up a memorial Lu His 
Highness for the repeal of the order of th* Education Department. 


Mr. Montagu, m a letter to a correspondent published in 
the Time j, foreshadows a number of re- 
The Indian Police. forms which would, when earned out, help 
to diminish, in an effective measure, the 
chances of torture, extortion or abuse in the work of police 
investigation in this country. He has no patience with 

those who think that Lhc Indian Police is a thoroughly corrupt 
body and rotten at the core 11 No greater mistake could 
be made,” says he, 41 than to imagine that the distressing cases of 
torture about which questions aie asked in Parliament are the rule. 
They are, uvieed, the very nue exceptions. The annuA) average 
number of convictions for torture during the last six years is nine 1 
This, out of a force of 177.000, is a record of which many European, 
forces might be proud ” He calls special attention to the fact 
that for 50 years past unremitting efforts have been nude, in 
various nays, to increase and perfect the morale and t efficienry of 
the force, and will continue to be made, as occasion offers or 
necessity demands, in the light of accumulated expei lence. He 
is not blind to the many imperfections thal have yet to he 
remedied “The most dangerous natural imperfection is the 
tendency to rely on confession, which inevitably involves temp¬ 
tation to apply pressure. It was laid down many years ago 
that no inducement was to be offered for a confession, that no 
confession was to be recorded by the police, that 110 confession 
made hv any one in police custody was to be admissible in 
evidence, and that no prisoner was to be detained in police 
custody for more than 24 hours. It has been further laid down 
that only magistrates can record confessions, and that a magis¬ 
trate must be satisfied that the confession is being made 
voluntarily. The magistrate’s part is important, and with a 

view to seeing that it shall be peformed adequately, the Govern¬ 
ment of India have recently collected the various orders dealing 
with the matter in the different provinces in order to prescribe 

uniform and efficient procedure and to elimi nat e opportunity 

for abuse by interested officers In future tile power ro record 
confessions will be confined to («) magistrates having jurisdiction 
in the case, first-class magistrates (magisttat.es of high 

standing and large powers) or (c) specially selected second-class 
magistrates. Owing to considerations of time and 1 

certain elasticity is necessary, but third-class magistrates will no 
longer record confessions. The Government of India have further 
prescribed that die Bombay rule which enjoins the examination 
of a confessing prisoner should be invariably adopted The 
police interested must be ordered out of court, the accused 
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must be asked whether he has been ill-treated, and if there is 
reason to suspect ill-treatment, there must be a medical examination. 
Certain further measures are under consideration. Local Govern¬ 
ments have been asked tu« consider whether it is advantageous 
to have confessions recorded at all before the trial begins except 
in very special circumstances or by order of the District Magistrate. 
There is, moreover, to be an exhaustive inquiry into the conduct 
of lock-ups with a view to obtaining proper supervision. The 
police are already forbidden access tn the gaols and the Govern¬ 
ment of India are considering the possibility ol a rule that no 
prisoner who h.Vi < onfessed should be guen back to police custody 
and also than nu i ontcssion should be recorded until the person 
confessing lias spent one night out* of police custody.” Hicre 
is every reason hi believe that the reforms outlined m this passage 
will do much h> achieve the object for which they have been 
designed. Tin Ind.mi Police in its dual character as an instrument 
fm the preservation ot order as well the detection nf crime, 
has, no doubt, to work amidst conditions which no onerous 
in the extreme The people, it need scaicelj be disgurul, 
feel an unconquerable repugnance to all police activities 
and attentions lhey have yet to appreciate and realise in an 
intelligent mannei the true value and function of the branch 
of the pub'ic sen ice. Till then, it would be idle to expert the 
general public to come fo! ward of ihcireun accordant! help the 
I'm lice id the hives Ligation of crime and the swift and sure ailmimstra' 
halion o( justice. The growth of a civic sense and responsibility 
may materially improve the existing condition-, but no real efficiency 
can be attained in police work until a decided improvement has been 
effected m the intelligence and character of the rdRi-and-file. The 
raw, illiterate recruit, ncces^auly drawn from the strata of society 
never trained lo a nice sense of discrimination as to the chon l o< 
metnods, is of necessity a crude and clumsy insn ament u the 
detection of crime. The education of thi police is needed even 
more than the education of the masses The schooUnas^ei is the 
panacea for the many ills that afflin souety as well as thu 
adiruu.olia .on In his absence the people will continue ro be served 
by a police as good or bad as u;ty de^rve the mass of the people 
themselves 

THfc people of this • min try will, wc dre ‘■me, feel giateful to 
• I urd AmpthiP, that valiant advocate for 

Indians m South humane treatment nf Indians m South Africa. 

Afcxa. who hassuugnt once more to acquaint the 

British public with '■ the ladings of diose to 
whom llis Majesty the King will shortly dc nonstrate m a slrikmg ^ 
and unprecedented manner that .*1 any rate, m the *'t tht 
Sovereign they are f^ow-subjects of oars and citizen* of tht Brush 
Euqurc.” Ixnd Ampthill dates but a literal Ui «. *he.n he uivs that 
no single question ofou: time lias evoked mart hittei hidings dirjugli- 
oat India than -he continued iH-trcatuenl of Indians in Somh Afnra. 
Tnc same state of things continues, although an luqierird ('uiifereixce 
has come and gone In the deliberations of (.Wen vice the 
most momentous question, a problem oflmpe.ial range and magui- 
lude, was hustled peditely out of bearing, and even thi. bcc;etary of 
State foi India accorded it a cavmiM treatment The gravit) of Iht 
problem has been perceived and admitted by all those who have at all 
concerned themselves with the future ot the Empire and the .status 
of the diverse races and crieeds under the I mperial sway. Yet it would 
seem as if a blind perversity has so far marked the attitude ot the 
Imperial statesmen in regard to this problem. I-caving 
aside the question ot the relations and status of the coloured 
races in other parts of the Empire, the problem in South Africa 
presents itself in its most humiliating and virulent form. Fresh 
disabilities And hardships are being persistently imposed on the 
British Indian residents, and in spite of the smooth assurances of 
the authorities which have Lulled the British public into “a 
fyjge sense of tranquillity, the problem is actually as serious as it 
has been at any time.” The Vrededove Stands Ordinance of 1906, 


dispossessing Indian stand holders ; the Gold Law of 1908, making 
it unlawful for British Indians to reside outside of a location 
in proclaimed mining areas, and the Townships Amendment Acts 
of 19091 rendering the hectoring and coercive measures still more 
rigorous and stringent by subtly and indirectly penalising and pro¬ 
hibiting freehold rights in the case of British Indians in townships, have 
filled the cup of humiliation and bitterness to the bnm. The enforce¬ 
ment of these laws a will result in driving away most Indians from their 
homes, in the confiscation of the property of others, and in the virtual 
rum of the entire Indian population, ^he only possible alternative to 
compulsory residence in locations is the compulsory withdrawal— 
or shall we say banishment?—from South Africa of the Transvaal 
Indian community without compensation ” Are these the privileges 
of belonging to an Empire of freedom and justice for which the 
Indians arc expected to feci warmer sentiments than a mere 
enlightened self-interest > A little touch of humanity would make 
the Indian foci a living kinship with those who are bearing ft great 
Imperial Uusl The spirit of the Little Africander is, however, 
at present the measure of the status of the subject-races and their 
destiny A people maimed and dwarfed in self-respect and manhood 
would be bui a poor legacy of the Imperial rule, Will not His 
Majesty the Kuig-Emperor’x lustorr visit to this country be the 
harbinger of better dujs in the relations of the diverse, races within 
the Empire ? Will not this bar sinister of colour, this liadge of 
inlrriont}, be removed on the occasion of the celebration of this 
supreme iite in the ritual of the State? “It really does seem extra¬ 
ordinary and incomprehensible that the Government which affected 
to regard ‘ compulsory residence in location ' as the test and proof of 
‘ slavery ’ in Lhe case ol the Chimse should assent to the subjection 
of Ills Majesty's Indian subjects to these very same servile conditions." 
Ixigic may or may not be necessary to the success of political careers, 
but to divorce imperialism from ethics is to court disaster 
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Verse. 


A Soliloquy. 

( Qn tht Dfjwn Darjeeling Mail.) 

Alas ' the Puja’s over 
Calrutta t alls me back 
Once more to work I fain would shirk 
Did I not fear the sack, 

1 think of happy mornings 
I spent along the Mall 
With Meme, sweetest girl of girls, 

A fellow’s perfect pall. 

Then I remember Gladys 
Ah 1 how she loved the Park 
I think of happy afternoons 
As twilight turned to dark. 

I dream of erstwhile evenings 
I spent with Margaret, 

Most perfect dancer in the Hills 
That I have ever met. 

And now the good time’s over 
And I am all alone, 

But triendships in the Pujft time 
For bachelorhood atone. 


W. K. G 
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The Drama. 

Wk have often wondered why trie best of English actors have 
left India entirely outside the sphere o&their activities and influence, 
for we hope in some of the Presidency towns at least a large enough 
circle of such men and women exists as could lie attracted by 
the pure delight of 11 legitimate ” Drariia It is not only the English¬ 
man who <on enjoy it, for time has wrought many changes in India, 
and when English tastes have so much swamped Indian bociety 
that Indian ladies can often be seen worshipping at the shrine of 
Musical Comedy, it would not appear so strange to see Indians, who 
have not yet shed their “ high seriousness ” even in their hours of 
recreation, flooding a theatre where Hamitt and Othello were pi r- 
formed. It is true that nowhere in India could the best of histrionic 
•artists secure audiences lor a hundred nights of Lear or Midsummer 
Ntfhfs Dream But if a Provincial tour in England could be made 
to pay, we fail to see why an Indian tour should not be just possible 

Mr, Allan Wilkie has, at any rate, given us an opportunity of 
showing our esteem arid love lor the best English dramatists by 
bringing out an excellent repertoire company whi'h deals with 
sterner stuff than the Chocolate Sul titer and the Qua fret Cirl^ and 
we trust that Calcutta's response will he worthy of a city that is not 
only the administrative rruj troths of India but also us literary 
capital. Although Indians were nut as promuu nt as lhey should 
Vie, there was a lair sprinkling of them in the very full house that 
welcomed Mr. Wilkie on Saturday last uL the Grand Opera House 
Put Monday was a disappointment, and Indians, at I. list, should not 
plead, as a European journalist was heard pleading, that 11 on Mondays' 
even the Handmann’s have a poor house 11 Even the Jiandmann’s ' 
Whal a reflection on our intellectual calibre I As Mr Allan Wilkie 
in a neaL and modest little speech on the first night informed us, this 
is the first repertoire company, playing so many plays of Shakcspare, 
that has visited India, and only our welcome of it would determine 
whether it should be the last as well The: character of the per¬ 
formances and the houses Mr Wilkie has bet n attracting—alter the 
11 melancholy Monday ”—give promise of a financial success that 
sh mid induce Mr Wilk ie and other Ac Lor Managers to include India 
in their programmes. 

The Company opened theirsiMson with The Mm hnn! of Venice, 
and no play lould test the uipauty of a rrpertom company more 
severely In no other play, perhaps, has Shaker (M are played su<Ti 
havoc with the Greek Unities Nowhere else is there such a mixture 
nf Lories Nowhere else has the genius of Shakespeare produced 
Hut h stirring pmnaiun-cflei Is out of the rough and-tumblc 
of everyday life, that rude jumble ol sport and earnest, that laliric 
in which the warp of brightness is woven into the wool ol 
gloom The Greek Ununn pit suited only one aspect of hie, but 
lift’s aspect* cannot he presented singly without u Uutiuioi. whi'h 
bleeds it woefully. As a writer remarks, in Shakes^ ire .ni.l thr 
Romantic School generally, as diuingiushed hnm the Grci k dramo- 
lists, ” the world of the play is presented Irum rveiy jiO'iit *>i view as 
it works upon the vanouH passions, and the difference tlii» iniikrs is the 
differeme between simply looking down upon a surface and viewing 
a .solid from all round. the rnixtun <il tones so to sficak, makes 
passions nf three d miens ion i " In The Men hunt '</ Vr* we the 
three dimensions u< passions are sujti jii the dearest relief 
The hard-hcartcdriess and tratiii 1 stitngih of tlic Jew's passu n of 
revenge and his greed, rehe.vtd and yet set off by 1" love of h's 
daughter, the gay girlhood ol Portia in the eArbu scents 
when she caricatures her suuuri, developed uito the ideal somanh 
new of the speech on^ihc quality i»l merry, with yd another 
glimpse ol giilhood in the ‘portneness ol the Kings upstHle, 
the seriousness of the man of affairs m Viuomo as a foil to 
the gav ulmndon nl youth in Gratiano-all these provided lor the 
actors the full gamut of the iic.Lnoiiii art aril one could w> 11 
estimate their merits and demerits m the jn.rforman>'cs to follow fr*r.i 
the way in which they acquitted themselves in i Jlr» Merchant of 
Venue 

It will not be fair lo fudge Mr. Wilkie's .shylock by com¬ 
paring it with that iff Irwug, lor Irvingv are noi horn every day, and 
even when they arc b»irn it is nut in ereiy play that they ran 
shine. Irving was, it mutt be ronfrved, made to** the part, I nr 
emaciated figure lending itself ns cosily tn mi impersonation of 
the thriftv jew ai it made ms pert u manor us Romeo disas¬ 
trous. Mi. Allan Wilkie must pay the penalty of his fewer years 
and-his larger build . but in spite of that his aerion was naiural, 
his enunciation clear ax'd forcible, and his inti rpnUtion on the 
whole satisfactory The Met « hunt tt Venue brmg'i out ihe idea of 
flemem. In the Gretk Drama, Nemesis was the artistic bond 
between excess and reaction. Th$ Greek word for law signifies 
proportion, nomos, and we can .sec bow art vras projected into morals 
with the Greeks if we consider that Nemesis, the power punishing 
violation of proportion in things, is only another form of ttomos. 


But the Renaissance of Shakespeare's day was tempered by the 
Reformation, and morality itself was projected into art. In 
Shakespeare, therefore, Nemesis is generally the bond between 
sin and retribution and instead of judicious art we have poetic 
justice. In the portaiture of Shylock, however, the conception 
of Nemesis is complex While there is, on the one hand, the 
desire of the Jew to deprive Antonio of his life, which is sn f ul 
and leads to the forfeiture of b)9 own, unless the Duke show 
him mercy, and, on the other, there is the excess of the feeling 
of revenge, which in proper proportion was justified by the 
circumstances of the case, but which earned beyond due 
brings on a reaction, turning the audience fiom sympathise*-' 
of the jjersecutcd Jews into partisans of the persecutors. Before 
Irving played the Jew, it was the tradition of the stage to pourtray 
him only as the flint-hearted usurer wheeling the knife on the 
sole of his shoe But with greater justice, as with gi eater 

art, Irving laid stress on the persecution which tlic race of 
Shylork had suffered at the hands of Christendom and on the 
feeling of revenge which moved hin>. Mr Wilkie has followed 
the tradition of Irving He brought out to the full how Shjlork 
had worn the badge of all his tribe, and suffered Ihe irsuits 
and the contumely of the Christians specially of Antonio, and 
how lie was overpowered by the d< sire for revenge. The sunusm 
of the lilies 

Shall 1 bend low and in a bondman’s key, 

With hated breath and wh^pemig humbleness, 

Say tins,— 

1 Fair sir, you spit on me on Wednesday last, 

You spurn'd me sucli a day, another time 
You t ailed me dog , and for these courtesies 
HI lend you thus much moneys ’ ? 

was brought out in all its ra/nr-edge keenness Nor did ht fail Lo 
do jusht e to that magnificent passage, 11 Hath not a Jew eyes ? hath 
not a Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affection*, passions,” 
which almost persuades us to exclaim with the “pule, lair Bnton,” 
of Heine— who stood behind him in Lhe box nt Drury I^ne and at 
the end of the Fourth Act fell sweeping passionately- “ The poor 
man is wronged M 

But the passion ol revenge is not all that moves Shylock. 
There is the love of his ducats which degrade! him and there is the 
love of his daughter which elevates him Mr. Wilkie's interpretation 
of both was excellent. 

I never heard a passion so confused, 

So strange, outrageous, and so varmble, 

As ihe dog Jew did itter ;n the struits 
1 My daughter 1 O my ducats » 0 my daughtei 1 
KM wiih a Christian ' O my ( hnstian ducats 1 
JuoliLC ’ the law ! my ducats and my daughter 1 

We were not left tn judge of f his confused and variable passion 
from the speech ol Salamo alone, for Mr. Wilkie had made 
the pardonable addition of some “ business ” in presenting on 
the stage the return of .Shylock after Act II, setne v., and his 
discovery of the flight of Jessica and the loss of his jewels and ins 
dunils Another noticeable feature of Mr Wilkie's, impersonation 
was that he hi ought out the isolation of the outcaslc Tew Sh) 
lork was far more human not only with Jesnca, but abo with 
Tubal, “another ol his tr.be," than he was in lhe company of hie 
insolent persecutors 

But the Fourth Act is the hardest trial of any actor whj essays 
the rAie of Shjlock, and although Mi Wilkie's enunciation was clear, 
vc fear we cannot say that he showed us he was the possessor of tliat 
pjrional magnetism which alone can thrill an audience through and 
through lie seemed to have almost exhausted himself m the earlier 
pa«t nf this long and raxing scc.e Hartley Coleridge wrote of 
Shakespeare— 

Great poet, ’twas thy art 
To know thyself, and in thyself to be 
Whate’er love, hAte, ambition, destiny, 

Or the firm, fatal purpose of the heart 

Can make of man. V et thou wert still the same, 

Serene of thought, unhurt by thy own flame. 

Perhaps no less is required ol on actor who has to repeat the 
expressions of the poet. He, too, must lie unhurt by his own florae 
While fanning into fury the emotions and passions of his audience, 
tht player must reman f< still the same ” and just as lc .serene of 
thought ” as ever It is in this self-restraint that the true histrionic 
art lies. Bui it seemed that in expressing the passion of revenge 
Mr. Wilkie let himself go too far and spent himself too early. Hw 
perfoinance lacked just that degree of sdf-eonttol which rounds 
r>ff an impersonation and makes the master-actor'. Shylock 
argues most calmly and with great subtlety and effect. 
It is only when Portia first appeals to him in the name ot 
mercy and then, unexpectedly, declares for the Jew that Shylock 
gets really excited and talks with fervour of 11 a Daniel come to 
Judgment 1 ’—a phrase which lends itself remarkably well to a mocking 
repetition by Gratiano— 
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A Daniel, still say I, a second Daniel I 
I thank thee, Jew, for teaching me that word. 

Had Mr. Wilkie kept himself in reserve and conserved some 
-of his great vigour, he would have been more effective in the 
fever-heat of excitement, and the utter exhaustion of the last speech, 
1 pray you, give me leave to go from hence, 

I am not well; 

would have been far more impressive if it had not begun lo 
betray itself in some slight but perceptible measure during the 
climax of his passion, out on the whole the performance was as 
good as we had a right to expect and the house cheered him 
heartily and deservedly enough. ^ 

To some extent the same defect was noticeable in Portia 
Miss Hunter Watts is vivacious and sprightly, but the abandon 
of her frolics, although contagious enough for the pla>gocr, ofter* 
made her enunciation less clear than it generally is. She was 
distinctly handicapped by the electric fans when in the speech 
on mercy she essayed to display the growing womanhood of 
Portia, the wider aims and detper issues of maturity, in confront 
with the spnghtliness of girlhood. For that sjer^b, so truly 
feminine in its beauty and grace, the voice should be like the 
quality of mercy itself, “not. strained," and Miss Watts’ enun¬ 
ciation would have been exquisite were it not for the buying 
of the fans. She was, however, at her best in the scene 
in which Bassamo comments on the caskets It was as perfect 
a piece of a f ling as we have evei seen. 

Mr. Gordon'> Launcelot was quite good, but he too needs a little 
more self-restraint. In his rase, however, there is every excuse, lor 
jL is the response of what Hamlet -rather than we -wuuld cali 
11 barren spectator ” th&i impels him to exaggerate Mr Mansfield 
was ar. excellent Bassamo and ought to make .in equally excellent 
Romeo. But he should noL play the exquisite Loo much with 
his legs. That had belter In lelt to his gay companions 
Mr. Turner’s Antonio showed his 11 vinegar aspect ” well enough, but 
not his hatred of the Jew nor his infatuated lOnfidcriLc in his 
solvency sufiiciemly 'Ve heartily congraluluU* Miss Kathleen 
(Jlanchv on a very finished impersonation oi Jtss'ui i>k had 
just the “smoothness " and 11 temperance ” tliul Hamid desired 
in the players 

On Monday, Mr. Wilkie’s Company pci formed the Tam my 
the tV/imc. His was a vigorous Petmrliiu, though it would not have 
been spoilt by a little less oi vigour. Miss Watts must have found 
Kathcrmaa very Lying part, ami it was a marvel llut lit ringing 
shrieks did net give her a sore throat on rhe spot But the 
gradatun uf her laming was artistic and she was most interiaming 
when she wai most lam > shed Mi Gordon’s Grurnio was even better 
than his Launcelot, and the inconsequential air of Mr Dawson suited 
Biond-llo better tlun it had suited the I)jke of Venice But 
although it was veiy amusing to hear hiri aUiL oh the des< uption ol 
Ivtruihio's garments m which the tanu-i zame to wed tnc show,we 
ran MjihffoL it that not three persons among'lie audience could 
niakj out wnut he was saying. “ A pmfv 1 ambition in the fool 1 says 
Hamlet The stammering tado: of Mr Barring.oa was good, and he 
could gne some useful tips to starnmerc-^ suJi as “kirking out” 
ihe most difiicuh Word*. 

The most successful performance luthtiio given was the 
VA/;/ fa/ S^atuial Miss Hunger Wa Us was »1 most an ideal lady 
lea.i:ic and her acting in the scene »n ll e liouu,; of Joseph Surface and 
specially afrer r hc discovery <q the “ little KrrncFi inillinu '* was 
excellent. Mr. Wilxic was a trifle tcoyour.^ fiji oir iMei, bm 
olhei wire the acting was * »c Mr. Gordon was an equally guori 
Sir Oliver, and Mr lM.br temnd the ri^ht pa^r at last in C lu/ics 
Sin face— win* h is saymg a good deal Mr Mao their 1 was too loveable 
as Joseph Surface, and Miss Gabnclle Paui looked cv.juiule ai 
Maiia—hut did huh* tk sides Miss Clanchy, however, once more 
distinguished herself as Candour. The whole performance passi d 
off successfully and ltie warm appreciation of the audience was 
fully justified 


The War. 

THfc, filibustering hosts, whom an episcopal benediction had 
invested wrh a “ civihsmg. mission,” have established thcmst-lve* cm 
the coasc-hne of Tripoli The vain expenditure of powder and shot 
to overawe deserted forts and the hapless remnants of civil popula¬ 
tions m <riast towns, has demonstrated “-he efficiency of the 
Italian Navy and Army,” for which King Emmanuel had pledged 
himself so solemnly to the dazed and speechless Europe. The Italian 
populace is moving oil the giddy and mystic heighLs of patriotic 
war-lever *f>er reading the thrilling accounts of the marvellous 
marksmanship of the Italian gunners, who shot away the lonely 
turrets of silent citadels to the glory of their nation—and the 
confusion of their betting brothers-in-arms. The news of the capture 
of Tripoli, Tobruk, Derna and Benghazi have been allowed to trickle 
out, at well-timed intervals, under careful censorship and with a 
sole eye to scenic effect; and naturally enough,/ the tremendous 
boom and daring of the feai are succeeded by a bush of expectancy 


to catch the echoes of crowning fame through the whispering 
galleries of the Press in Europe. Tho hybrid inheritors of a vast 
imperial tradition have set out to imitate the destiny of ancient 
Rome. Italy would be nothing if not imperial, hath said her vanity. 
But the husks of vainglory and a big name will scarcely go to feed 
the gaunt spectre of hunger and sheer penury which drives thou¬ 
sands of her famishing children annually to seek sustenance in 
foreign lands. Even the time for vainglorious boasts about conquest 
and 11 the efficiency of the Italian Army 1 ’ is not yeL Thu 
Nemesis may be slow in coming, but it is no great respecter of the 
amour hroftre of budding tl imperialsm " when it comes The 
wheel of destiny is bound to move the Tull circle 

Notwithstanding the rigorous ItAlian censorship oiur what is 
actually happening in Trq>ol], it is beginning to be manifest that the 
adventurous descent would not be after alia holiday excursion Lo the 
accom pan lent of a spectacular review of men-of-war dressed with flags 
and bunting, The earlier part of the adventure that culminated m 
the landing of the army of conquest was delightfully made to fall 
in with the Celtic ideal of veni } vuh , vtt i. The Arab Sheikhs were 
reported to be o\erflowmg with love for tho despoilers of their 
homes and liberties They were surrendering to the Italian ad¬ 
miral*. and generals and were even promising to help in the 
establishment and consolidation of Italian power and prestige. 
Even 150 officers of the Turkish garr.son, we were assured, had quietly 
surrendered, and the whole of the garrison was reported to be 
contemplating submission. Then '.he tale began to be marred 
a little in us idyllic simplicity The Turks began sniping 
ut the Italian advance posts, but, of course, continued being 
repulsed with heavy loss. Gradually they developed sLubbornness 
and even “ ferocity ” 111 their random onslaughts The Benghazi 
aflair rose to the dignity of “ heavy fighting,” and even the 
“ surrendered ” Arabs had the “ treachery ” to join in the fight 
The wonderful mathematical accuracy ol the reports computed the 
losses amongst die Arabs mid the Turks to be 400 dead and 
1,200 wounded, though his omniscient resources have failed the 
c. lculitor, who lias not yu been aide lo count up the casualties 
amongst the Italian rauK-anddile 1 *1 he benevolent aggressoi, with 
his ghb message of peace and civilisation to a benighted and 
tyrannised people, has dropped lus musk rather soon, and is 
beginning to shunt and kill with indiscriminate wantonness. 

That Italy will not be alluwcd to grab Tripoli without resistance 
will be patent to those M10 hilly realise the nature of the under¬ 
taking on which 1 hat am bilious country 1 ms embarked. The news 
ol Lins unprovoked assault on their freedom, whn h to them means 
all what they b'»d dear in fiuth, tradition and mode of lilc, must 
have only just begun to stir the v.ist Arab and other Moslem 
populations of North and Central Africa We must have 
absolutely failed to read the Aiab character aright if wo do not find 
thi m on an occasion like tins tallying to the defence of the only 
independent symbol ul their liberty and histone power 111 Africa. 
Italian progi ess in the hinterland will noL bens simple an affair as 
ihcr landing on the coast. Even if Turkey, as is obvious under the 
circumstances, cannot throw in reinforcements, the local garrison, 
with the kelp or the ever-growing body of Arab volunteers, every 
one ot whom is a born soldier, will give a good account of itself 
'Die entnc subjugaiion of Tripoli, 11 Italy has enough nerve 
and resources for the task, will not be complete even after a 
decade Bui wo doubt very much if Italy is endowed, in any 
considerable measure, with tile staying powers of the great Colonial 
bowers of Europe whose extensive dominions have roused ber 
cupiduy and whose imperial pose and manner she is so eager 
to imitate 

The attitude of Turkey has so far been one of watchful silence, 
which is not without some significance of its own. All what we 
have hitherto heard and learnt about the war has been, so to 
speak, “ nude in Italy.” Apart from a few random and 1111- 
illuninatmg guesses, not a single fact or him has been supplied 
by Reuter. which could furnish a key Lo the attitude and probable 
direction of the Turkish action and policy. The inferiority of her navy 
has natuially left Turkey to resort to “passive resistance” us the 
only weapon for sclfalefence Her magnificent army is quite 
helpless to save the situation , and one can well imagine the feelings 
uf her War Minister, Mahmud Shevket Pasha, who holds u 
splendid weapon m his hands, yet cannot use it in defence ol the 
Empire. The apparent quiet and resolute calm of the Government, 
even the absence of any reports about patriotic demonstrations 
amongst the Turkish nation whose feelings of resentment and 
revenge must have been stirred to their depths, cannot be ex¬ 
plained on the hypothesis that both the Government and the nation 
have elected to bow quietly to Lhe inevitable That is not the .stuff 
of which the Turk of Anatolia is made. And any Ottoman 
Government that entertained, even for a moment, the idea of 
surrendering a province of the Empire without lifting a finger in its 
defence, would be swept utterly out of existence. What then are 
the Ottoman Government and the nation thinking at this supreme 
crisis of their fate ? One thing is certain, that, os the Grand Vizier 
declared during his exposition of the Government policy m the 
Chamber, the loss of Tripoli is not to be taken a*an accomplished 
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fart, nor is il to be bargained away What the Government 
course of action will bo, yet remains to be seen. 

Turkey has already despaired of any diplomatic help coming 
to her from any quarter in Europe Thu official busy bodies in 
Vienna, whet confessed to a sense of "anxious resignation 1 ' 
Only a few weeks ago, are beginning in accuse Turkey of 
having flouted their advice before the Italian coup was launched. 
We do not happen to know the nature of the 11 advice " which must 
now be lumbering in the archives of the Turkish Foreign Office, 
hut the Mower that quietly pocketed Bosnia and Herzegovina 
could not, we may lake IP, be expected lo have any tender 
regard for Turkish honour and prestige in its "advisoiy” 
i£li\ The righteous indignation of thtfPrw is visibly subsiding, 
and even quite serious attempts are beginning lo be made Lo hunt 
out some shred of jiMiilhation fui tfce “most shameless art of 
brigandage in Lhu geueiation,” The limes, with its fluid failh and 
nimble conscience, is engaged with the assistant of its "own corre¬ 
spondents " in Italy and elsewhere, in its favourite game of prming 
that black is nni so lilac k, and that there ran hr nothing blacker 
than the Turk li is humming over with unriuoiiH gratitude for 
the oft-repealed desire nl il/ily to severely restrict the area of condirl 
As if (he desire was l used on benvolent soliciting for the integrity 
of Turkey or the jienro of Rurrqic. Austria had bluntly named Italy 
off the Albaniam oast, and it was only alter the Austrian navy had 
shown signs of weighing Anchor that “the desire” found iLs loud and 
|K’rsu*tent iteration Nor is the invason of European Turkey as easy 
and simple a process us the grandiose “ landing at Tripoli." The 
“ Home (lorrer.pundcnl " of the Times lias sent a long apologia defend 
ing the action til Italy as an extreme measure lo rcsU.ur srdf-respccl 
to the nation She wants to rehabilitate her amom proper which 
suffered a grievous humiliation in the Abyssinian advuiNirr. Tins 
delightful di-lmrunrc* lands us in a queer realm of casuistry tempered 
with unmiligatid humbug The heroic exploit of pouncing like 
a thiel on an undi lendc d and defenceless icirriiory will wipe out the 
humiliating consciousness nf the disgraceful Abyssinian dethh lr, 
and restore mumge mid c'onfidem e to the heart and fibre o! the 
race 1 .Surd), no cuwind e\er escafied beating by venting his spleen 
on those wcalnr than himself, or rose m stature and sell respect 
by bullying light and left. The grandmotherly attitude ul the 
Times is, however, to be deplored lor more reasons than one I' is 
trunismg its latest piutr^e, Italy, lomvelling hci how to conduct 
rself in her aggressive designs lest they end in nnxad von tine, Approve. 
of her actions with ponderous wisdom and halting provisos which an: 
offensive to the sense of honour ami self reflect of Lhe'J'urks, adurrts 
the Turks that they m (Mining nothing and warns them against the 
futility find mischief of doing anything at ml Noser was a -nun; 
vapid and impotent series of journalistic expressions indited with moie 
mischievous effect. Il was die ignorant and rec kless extravagance of 
tliu Times " Constant inoplut nrres|xjiident" that alarmed the Voung 
Turks immediately after the restoration of the Constitution, and drove 
them into the anna of Germany There ia a Sigmfic ant passage in Sir 
William Ramsay’s braik on “The Revolution in ConstanhnopU. 
and Turkey,” which reveals the irretrievable damage done to 
Anglo-Turkish friendship by the attitude of the Junes lie svys 
that “ I must record th* opinion expressed to me: by many different 
rendemts, staunch friends of England or truly patriotic Englishmen 
who read the Times carefully, that the attitude of that |<ipcr was ill 
advised, and productive of much harm to English reputation in 
Turkey , and that its sudden and complete volte fm e shortly after 
was urgently necessary.” The volte Ju e seems, however, to tv 
impossible so long as its " \ orre.spondrnb " love the shrieking energy 
and denunciation of angry paragraphs, or delight m txploemg tin 
possibilities of sensational louniahsm 

Apart, however, from the jejunr: " pacificisms '* and mo* k digmtv 
of the Time* r, which will only serve to exasperate Tu kish fivlmg 
still further, there is another type of journalism which thrives in ibn 
country by exploiting a mute dwuu t prejudice m pt'mrs iu- 
the satisfaction ul its uientele 1 'lie (Vr/jJW, a weekly juur* u u 
Calcutta catering for the business limn, strays nor unoften mtu (xiiituM) 
and other problems, perhaps from a business staiu 1 |X)ini, and h.i>. 
os such, developed a psychology »ut its own Its v.ew^ on 
and things in general are not perhaps so much a matter ot t.m,i Uoi 
as of those who know the pfivc of everything an 0 the value of nothing 
Its " correspondents," who seldom fail to play the whole lingers 
after the Bengali politicians programme, perhaps because it has its 
own pi ico, naturally find very little tu admire lr. the thoughts and aspira 
nons of the Musralmww. Qu-n? r*'ceirtiy a ''Bombay Coirespondenr 
of the pa|x k r has declared the boycott of Italian goods lo be “childishly, 
nay, insanely unlawful enterprise ’ He has been “ honestly 
surprised by the action of the Muhammadan leaders (like Sir 
Cummbhuy Ebrahlm, Bart.) whom the (Government have gone out 
ot their way to coddle and exalt” and has “!e *3 faith than ever 
now in the movement for the establishment oi' a Muhammadan 
University in India.' 1 Surely, one seldom turns to money-markets 
and stuck exchange* for faith and inspiration, and boundless self 
sufficiency is not invariably a proof of wisdom. The Moslem boy¬ 
cott of Italy has ted to disenchantment, and we may one day see 
liiat with the teas of “fluth” in the Moslem University haa gone 


all " faith" in the goodness and traetability of mankind “The 
movement for the establishment or a Muhammadan University" 
does not, however, depend on such fragile “faiths," *hich are in 
reality no more tlian a sneaking acceptance of what one is happily 
powerless to injure or destroy But the 11 illegality ” of the boycott is 
a quite novel and unsuspected discovery We, however, fail lo see 
what “legal" Haim Italy has got to the allegiance ol the Indian 
Mussalmans The Bengali boycott of English goods was a move¬ 
ment of retaliation with a dash of defiance of the constituted authority 
behind it. What consideration of " legality ’’ can Italy count upon 
in its trade relations with the Islamic world ? She has warred on a 
Moslem people, their lands and liberties, without the least provocation 
The MuS'ialmaii'i will use against her all the available material and 
moral weapons they c an command It is in pure vindication of Justice 
and to bring the lawless aggressoi to her knees 'Hie Indian 
Mussalmans can do nothing more than cut off their trade relations 
with her, and their resolve to eschew all Italian goods and tilings 
is jicrfritl) right .mrl legitimate It is, therefore, mischievous and 
impertinent to mil it “illegal" and then run off at a tangent to 
invugh against the Moslem leaders and the Moslem University 
movement Tins exhibition is ax paltry and insipid as it is spiteful. 

The natural anxiety and grief felt by the Mussalmans for their 
brethren in trouble hits worked some journalistic consciences in this 
country into ;i strange fever of doubt and perturbation. That ever 
vigilant custodian of ■* Indian unit),” the Leader of Allahabad, is 
miserably disconsolate, and mines amidst the penis of the situation 
with insinuating smiles and tears. Terhaps an emergency meeting 
of the All-India Moslem League will have to be called in order to go 
once more through a declaration of its political faith that the 
equanimity and balance'of our .smug contemporary may be restored 
We may, however, assure our contemporary that Moslem loyalty to 
the Government of India and the Sovereign has stood severer tests 
than this and that it is not of the lender stuff, which 11 separate 
electorates" or the partition of a province may hopelessly damage 
and distort 

Selection. 

MOST INDECENT I 

Joicv Bl:I h (loquitur) 

Umph 1 Pretty cool, ujion my wordl 
* My view- -don’t care who’s knowing it 1 — 

Most barefaced thing I ever heard J 
That young Antonio’s going it 

I've done some grabbing in my day; 

But even when pursuing things 

That aren’t your own, there’s still a way— 

A proper way—of doing things. 

The case of Egypt take. When 1 
Set foot m lhat locality, 

I scorned to gam my object by 
Offensive, crude brutality. 

Tu my old pal the Furte, 11 Ahem 1 " 

Said 1 , “ with your good leave, best friend, 

I'll give a helping hand pm tern , 

And be to your Khedive best friend '' 

I lent him forty thousand men, 

Who, by my orders, fought for him. 

In all I did, as now, so then, 

Cunsid’ratcly I thought for him. 

If judgment sleeps in the Khedive, 

My Agent’s there to waken il, 

And give advice—to take or leave— 

(In fact, he’s always taken it.> 

That’s how these little jobs I work, 

With pleasing amiability. 

Whatc'er's to grab, I never shirk 
The claims uf due civility 

* 

Though oft my comprehensive hands, 

Both formerly and recently, 

I’ve laid on other people's lands, 

I've always done it decently. 

— Thttk, 
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The News of the War. 

Reuter wired from Constantinople on the 20th October. Thu 
Chamber of Deputies yesterday by 125 voles .0 60 declared its con¬ 
fidence in the Government's intentions to safeguard Ottoman 
sovereignty m Tripoli and the integrity of the Empire, aftu a speech 
by the Grand Vizier in which he claimed that the results of the 
Government's appeal to Eurojie had been favourable, as would be 
seen later. The Minister said, that the Gciemnient had been 
reproached with not taking reprisals against Italians, but thaL 
Turkey lccalled that France had had to pay heavy indemnity for the 
treatment of Germans in P’rance. He said that Government would 
continue its passive resistance while persisting in its diplomatic efforts 
lor a settlement. He did not favour the idea of ceding Tripoli in 
return for monetary compensation 

The Foreign Office informs Reuter’s Agency that the report 
that Great Britain intends annexing Egypt is totally unfounded 

Mr Lucien Wolf, writing in the Daily Graphite says- that Great 
Britain has addressed a friendly remonstrance to Italy on the subject 
nf the Tripoli blockade notification. Mr Wolf says that the notifica¬ 
tion is tantamount t j a proposal that Italy will annex iwo hundred 
miles of Egyptian seaboard, including the anchorage at Akaba-et- 
Soluin which will be a possible rival of ihc new Italian strategic al 
iiosition at Tobmk. Reuter learn* Lhai Italy has agrred to limit the 
blockade and nor to extend it to Egyptian territory. 

The Italian administration notify that telegrams .or Tripoli are 
udmitted only in plain language anu at the risk of senders. As an 
exceptional measure short telegrams 111 cypher or code language are 
albo admitted if they are forwurded via Italy anil if those concerned 
deposit two copies of their codes, one copy at the Telegraph Office at 
Rome and the other at the ofl’ce at Tripoli. The Ottoman adminis¬ 
tration notify rliat telegrams in code to or fiom Turkey are not 
admitted. 

Reuter wired from Tripoli *—The Italian sui'adron bombarded 
Homs on the refusal ol the Turks to surrender and destroyed the 
'Turkish barracks. Reuter wired from Tripoli on the 20th October .— 
Dcma was bombarded all Wednesday The Turkish flag wa* nut 
liauled down until the fortifications had been destro) *d. Tnc 
landing of troops is imminent. A regiment lias been landed ut 
iJerna or-d it is now strongly entrenched Reuter wired from 
Tripoli on 20th Octuber — Tha flalmus encountered considerable 
resistance at D^rna i*nd Benghazi The firmer was only occupitd 
after a smart bombardment, while Benghazi refused lu suriender 
The Turks fiercely attacking the landing parties. Eventually four 
thousand ILilians landed. The fighting ccriLmued all day and 

boruhtyrdmcnt will be resumed t^-day. More Italian troop* 
jit? aiTivmg The Italians havj occupied Benghazi. Th*ir 
casualnr' during the rcienl horn bird men t ot the town were 22 
Reuter wueil from Rome.—According to a despatch from 
General Bnuola, ih; Turkish losses during the bombardment of 
Benghazi were 200 killed Italian* Lost 1 G kil'ecl and 61 wojuded 
llie si .'as silt.es reported on the MSt iriatarii .ire staLed to liuve 
been ftir-mg ch*» bluejackets 

Leiirts from Benghazi stale that ihe b imbardmeut of the town 
caused great havoc and panic The MaJtev.* Church collapsed m 
puna and eight people were killed and ten wounded The British 
Conciliate was badly damaged and the Consul, Mr Fruitis Jones, 
wounded. Several DrliiTi Jews took refuge in The Consulate during 
the bombardment. It is estimated Lhat the total number of kille i and 
wounded among the mhabitamj during the bombardment reached 
l our thousand. The Italian outposts, in Tripoli archill frequently 
attacked. They were engaged for several hours on the 23rd instant 
when a number of Tripoli Arabs treacherously fired on Italians from 
tke rowr. Renter on the 24th instant wired from Rome.—Two 
cffRe&ft while on reconnaissance duty in a monoplane m Tripoli 
discovered four Turkish camps eight miles beyond the Italian 
ftttpOst Reuter wired from Constantinople:—The political crisis 
m seriously affecting commercal interest Several important 
failures among the old provincial houses are already announced. 
The Banque De Mitylene at Smyrna has suspended payment and 
3 rm has started on the Banque Do Saloniquc. 

The Continental papers are seriously discussing a statement 
Appearing in the Constantinople Journal 7 tmin to the effect tliat 
mrkey is negotiating for admission into one of the European alliance 
Mips. Colour is tot to this statement by the Grand Vizier's speech 
m the Chamber of Deputies in which the Minister declared himself 
ih favour of Turkey seeking alliances. On one side it is stated that 
Alliance, 00 .the other band it is Unfed that the l 4 Entente 19 
men are endeavouring to induce Turkey to Join them. 

A great fire in Constantinople broke out dmuhaneously with 
flan in Stamboul and Bafaridi in the quarter neap the Ministries of 
Aaaiice and War and Kumkaou at 6 o'clcock in the evening 
of the a 1st October. Several hundred houses have already been 


burned The damage done by the Stamboul fire is estimated at two 
hundred thousand sterling 

W th a view to the re-establishing of the lighting of the Red 
Sea, Great Britain has prnpQ$ed that the Red Sea shall be declared 
neutral. The Forte’ is agreeable to 9 thc proposal but wishes that it 
shall be entitled to transport troops by mat route. This, however 
is incompatible with the neurality of the route and the matter has 
been left at that stage for the present 

The Austrian and German Ambassadors in Constantinople had 
a long interview on Saturday with the Grand Vi/ier with reference 
to the suggested mediation 111 the Turko-Italian hostilities. 

Major Syed Hassain Bilgrami at the I^ondon Moslem meeting ' 
to protest against war declared 11 The Orientals of London are 
arranging a meeting Lu resolve on a boycott of Italian goods, not 
only m the Musialmiui world, but all over the East 11 

The London branch of the Moslem League has made a re¬ 
presentation to the Foreign Office cabling attention to the strong 
natural indignation of the Muhammadan subjects of the King at 
Italy’s war of aggression and spoliation Tt points out that the 
Government ha** Lhe greatest stake in the maintenance of peace in 
Eastern regions, and begs the Government to use its good offices 
with .1 \ icw to the termination of hostilities on terms maintaining 
lhe integrity, honoin, and prestige of the Ottomans, while satisfying 
the legitimate Italian aspirations for economic privileges. The 
I/eAguc^ is convinced lhai. if Uu. Indian Muwalmans come lu 
think that the Chrutan nations view with complacency, if not 
approval* the dismemberment of Islamic countries, it will leave 
them exposed to the maligu influences seeking to under- mific the 
Government of India 

Reuter wired on the 251b instant from TripoliBy order of 
a Court Martial, an employ^ in the German Consulate nAmed 
Kavass was yesterday shot publicly for stabbing a wounded Italian 
solduM 

The Italian losses al Tripoli were considerably increased 
owing to a treacherous attack Troiii the rear by the Arabs who 
had previously subnn'ted to the Italians The Bcrsaglien were 
tire worst sufferers, iliey b^ing heavily assailed both from lhe front , 
and rear They 1 >st two oflfioeis killed and ten wounded. It is a ; 
significant fact liwt the losses among the Italian rank and file are not 
published, the latest official telegram amply stating,lhat these casual- > 
tics have not yet been ascertained. Many of the Arabs were captured j 
and shot on the spot 

Reuter wired from Vienna —Replying to interpellations, the 
Prime Minister regretted that the Porte had utterly failed to appreciate 
the timely .*dvirc of Ausim-Hungary in fiivor of an agreement with 
Italy on the* subject of the latler country’s economic interests. 
Italy’s derision to act peremptorily was ascribed by the Prime 1 
Minister to that cause. Austria would resume her efforts to discover 
a basis of settlement as soon as it was opportune The Minister 
believed that Aunti ra's view that success!!. 1 mediation was 'al present 
impossible was shared by the other Powers. 

A riumber’dr TfifrfSir ArafiV wtio took part in the fighting at 
Benghazi, Havc been shot Many natives found carrying arms have 
been arrested. Some of them will be court-martialled and others 1 
expelled A decree has been published declaring that the penalty/ 
r or persons found carrying arms is death 

The House .if Commons re assembled on the 24th insttant 
Mr David Mason asked why the Government had not offered its good 
offices in connection with the hostilities between Italy and Turkey 
Mr. Asquith replied that he did not consider a public announcement 
was desirable at present 

, Reuter wired from Rome The fighting at Benghazi was of the 
heaviest character, six hundred Turkish regulars were reinforced by 
five thousand Arabs. They lost four hundred killed and twelve 
hundred wounded The damage done by the bombardment ii 
officially described as not great 

The brutal murder and mutilation of the Greek Metropolitan 
of Gravena and his two attendants in the vilayet of Monastir has 
excited the greatest indignation in Greece, where Young Turks are 
unhesitatingly accused of conniving with the Romanian Propagan¬ 
dists to plan and cany out the crime. 

Italy has notified the Powers that Italian sovereignty has been 
established from the Egyptian to the Tunisian boundaries and 
inland to British and French spheres of influence. 

Censorship now being exercised in Italy makes it difficult to 
ascertain the facts, but it seems that though he had a miraculous 
escape, the Consul of Benghazi was not wounded. 

The bombardment of the town began at nightfall id order to 
save the troops landed, whom it was impossible to reinforce owing 
to a roughs^ tomannihilatlon. Heoce the difficulty of annate 
aiming and destruction of many peaceful buildings. 

A court martial has been ettabUshed at Tripoli to try the 
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Arab prisoners. Up to the present thirty Arabs have been publicly 
•hot 

■ Two thousand Arabs have been arrested at a town near an 
•oasis in Tripoli Quantities of hidden arms were seized by the 
Italian troops and many huts found to be full or provisions and 
ammunition were burned 

Italy has ordered the relighting of Italian lights in the Red Sea, 
A Memorial has been forwarded by the Bombay Anjuman- 
i-Iilam to Ilia Excellency the Viceroy, urging that in view of the 
difficulties that are likely to arise in consequence of the Turko-Italian 
war in regard to food sepplifi of Indian pilgrims in Arabia, the 
Managing Committee or the Anjiurian-i-IiLun of Bombay be 
requested to take such immediate steps as may be desirable to 
prevent any scarcity of food supplies Vemg felt by Indian pilgrims. 
Pursuant to the above resolution the Managing Committee of the 
Anjunuui'i-Iilam of Bombay made enquiries of the Agent to the 
Bombay and Persia Steam Navigation Company and found on 
Saturday, the 7th instant, two of their steamers f/umayun and 
Nastri were detained at Aden and under orders from the Resident 
made to discharge whatever foodstuff* they had on board for Jeddah. 
The Humayan had 6,000 bags and the Nastri had 15,000 bags 
of foodstufls, Since the Company have stopped booking cargo for 

I eddah and the reason given for the action by the Resident was that 
le considered the steamers were in danger. By danger he probably 
meant the danger of being captured by Italian warships in the Red 
Sea. The memorialists, therefore, pray that it may plea.se His 
Excellency to take such steps as His Excellency may deem proper 
lu see that food supplies shipped for Jeddah .ire nut inti rfered with 
at least during the pilgrim season. 

News by the English Mail. 

Ti ipnit, Sep it miter JO, to put. 
Tlfic commander of the Italian destroyer Ganbaldmu has visited 
the Italian Consul General Avocato Calli, and Signor Galli after¬ 
wards called on the British Consul-General in charge, Mr Alfred 
Dickson, to ask permission that the few remaining Italians might 
take refuge on board the British steamer CaslJef*nrth, which was 
loading esparto. 

At 12-30 1' M. the destroyer Lauuert steamed into the harbour 
Her commander landed and informed the Italian Consul of the 
ultimatum. At 1 i\m. the Italian Consul advised the Consular Curps 
that he had just received notice from lu* Guvi-rnniem Uiai li.ily had 
sent the Ottoman Government a final ultimatum, aluch expired at 
midday. If a negative reply to her demands was then revived 
hostilities would begin at a o'clock. 

All the Consuls advised their subjects ‘o tali* relugu .it their 
respective Consulates A panic ensued. pu>pU* rushing .dung the 
streets with bundles of clothing and whatever ih« 3 ■oiiliJ luy ihur 
hands on. 

The Arabs have applied this afternoon to military huul> pinners 
asking fOT arms, which have, however, not been given in them All 
the light* are out on the Manna front and in the side sirccK 
Excellent order prevails. 

September jo. 

At 10 ys A.M. the big guns were hruril nl ui> Italian 1 raise., 
which was practising 10 miles out at sea west ol die ut> At mam 
two cruisers steamed in to within thiee miles uf the harbour, one nl 
them flying a white flag at ihr masthead A iijo the British 
steamer Castlffurtk and all the sailing ships left the harbour 
crowded wirh refugees. 

The Ottoman soldiers til Spanish Fort, cm lIhj wuitt'n p"int «if 
thu harbour, and those forming ihe n am guard within the ( istle 
precincts have been withdrawn. Camels loaded with nnurunuiijii 
and rifles arc going inland towards the cavalry barracks 

The lower class ArAbs me clamouring to fight and nu demand 
mg arms and ammunition. 

The city is quiet and orderly 

Constantinople, Sepumba 

The Italian attack on Preveza is here believed to be nuri'iy a 
raid, having for its object the destruction ol a possible twue fur 
torpedo-boat attacks or. the Italian lino of cuhiimmicatutiv, from 
Taranto to Tripoli, 

The Janina division has been mobilized, but the Porte m i-riici 
to avoid causing alarm 1r. Greene has instructed the Turkish f harge 
d'Aflaircs in Atoms lo assure the Hellenic Government that the 
measure is a defensive one, directed -safely ogams 1 the Italians now 

attacking Prevoo. 

GmstaHtsnqbJe, October 2. 
The newspapers publish m toller from Marshal Fuad Pasha, 
the victor of Eton* in the Turco-Groek War t to the Italian Charge 
<fAffaires returning his Italian decorations with the remark that as a 
Turkish soldier he u determined to keep without reproach the breast 
wfaid) to always mdy to tore the bulku of the enemy,—Andre. 

Soba, October m. 

The Stambulovist organ WoKa } referring to the report that 
Turkey intordi to concentrate troops on the Thessalian frontier, says 


it would be tbe duty of Bulgaria to send forces into Turkish tmtorv 
directly the first shot was fired on the Greek frontier, without paying 
any attention to the counsels dT the Powers. 

A number of Yoons Macedonians visited, the Italian Lotion 
to-day, declaring that they wanted to go to Tripoli to fight few Italy, 
but tneir offer was declined.— Reuter. 

Constantinople, October j. 

The Government has received a cipher despatch from Tripoli 
viA Tunis to the effect that the Italian Admiral yesterday summoned 
the Military Commandant and Acting Governor to surrender in order 
to avoid useless bloodshed. The Commandant requested to be 
allowed to communicate with the Ottoman Government but the 
request was refused. He then refused to surrender. 

Malta, October 

The director of the schools of the Alliance Ptanraist, who 
was one of the refugees, informs me that Arabs are flocking daily 
from the interior to the coast fully armed. Some of their weapons 
are old, but they possess numerous revolvers and hate the Italians. 
The efforts of the Acting Governor have alone detained (hem from 
showing their hostility. The Turkish authorities are extremely 
careful. The streets are patrolled All day and soldiers are ready 
to suppress the least disorder. Anyone showing signs of drunken - 
ness is at once arrested. My informant told me that the Turks 
are also disliked by the Arabs. 

Rome, October 4, Miwntug. 

The following details uf the bombardment of Tripoli, which 
began at 3-30 on the 3rd October, have now arrived r 

At 3 o'dork Rear-Admiral Faravelli from his flagship tbe 
Benedetto linn gave the signal to prepare for action The battle¬ 
ships Varese , Giuseppe Garibaldi and Francesca Pvnutuo there 
upon steamed up to within two kilometres of the town. The sea 
was fairiy calm At half-past three the Giuseppe Ganbahh opened 
fire on the Palace of the Vali There was an immediate reply from 
the Palace and from the Hamtdieh and Sultameh torts. The Turkish 
aim, however, was bad and the projectiles all fell wide or short. 
The Varese and the Francesco Ferruccio directed their fire against 
the fortifications near the lighthouse and on the mole The national 
flags were flying over all tne Consulates and the forts displayed 
the Turkish colours After the bombardment had been in progress 
for an hour shells from the Varese struck the lighthouse, which 
collapsed 111 rums. The destruction of the lighthouse was inevitable 
fro ill the fact that the adjacent flirt was keeping up a heavy 
cannonade in reply lo the Italian fire The bombardment now 
became heavii 1 -, while Ihe fire from the Turkish ions grew Treble. 
Many of the Turkish guns, it was seen, had been dismounted. 
The V-ilts Palace had been severely battered and its walls were 
riddled with shot. At 5 o'clock the ceninil forts caued hre, but 
the llamidieh and Sultanieh forts, on the ouler fortifications, kept 
on firring The quays were completely deserted and a number 
of fire* broke out When darkness fell the bombard met it censed. 
The bombardment was resumed at daybreak this morning and was 
of an even heavier nature than yesterday The outer forts, however, 
were in nuns and were no longer able to reply The Turks re¬ 
moved the guns to the height* above the town, and from their new 
positions reopened fire, but they were dispel zed by shrapnel from 
the Italian guns and fled in all directions AM thu forts were hood 
entirely demolished and fire broke out in several military buildings. 
The first white flags were then noticed and the flr-et began lo pr* 
pare bn it in order to land men from the warships. —Gm.ralNSv j. 

Rome, October 

A lulcgram from Tripoli of to day * date states that the bom¬ 
bardment by the Italian ships was continued yestt rday morning, the 
fire being directed jgaiust the outer defences The iwitral defences 
were sirared, so ns nol to destroy the town The Sjltanieh and 
Ilamidieh batluricx were dismantled The cruiser Giuseppe G,9 *i~ 
imldi entered ihe outer ha-bour, and the Hamidiuh battery was 
visited by two Italian officers, whu found it hod been evacuated. 
The officer* look away ihr* Turkish gun sights. Three dead hodicr 
were found in the battery. Up to the time of telegraphing no 
offer of capitulation liad been made. 

Milan, October 

Rear Admiral Faravelli reports tliat the Turkish batteries 
at Tripoli have betn so damaged by the bombardment that the 
Turkish soldiers have been forced 10 retire into the town. Along the 
fpiays the dead bodies of Turkish soldiers could be seen. If the 
attempt at resistance w maintained a final bombardment will take 
place to-day. Captain ('raven of the Carabineers, who organised 
the Cretan Gendarmerie, his been ordered tp Tripoli to organize 
a force of Carabineers there. 

JM*, October $ 

This jnomio^Jte focal committee of -die labour and Soripl 
Democratic JFWy held a public meeting on the rituation peetod by 
the TVtrco-ImUan War and agreed. that the only way to avjoid « 
bloody conflict in the Balkan* was to proclaim the political and social 
autonomy of Macedonia, Adrianopto arid 


0 * 



28th October. 


363 


The Comrade. 


being made to kmdred societies in the Balkan Peninsula as well os 
to to luge the claims of these Entries to 

autonomy, as ohlyTh thiS ftiy the free development of all the Balkan 
twtions and their economic and political alliance can be realized. 


Constantinople , October 5 

The Customs House hands to-day -efused to discharge Italian 
goods from a British steamer, the anh-Palmr boycott being thus 
begun. 


Abe El Salem Ben Sadouni is an Arab from Tripoli, well known 
by light in Vans, where he sells carets and rugs on the Ixnilcvards 
On the night ot 3rd Ortober he was sipping co'feo at the corner of 
the Rue St Antoine, when lie overheard some Italians con¬ 
gratulating one another on the capture of Tripoh “ It is nut true,” 
said Abe El Salem " If go info Tripoli we throw you nut like 
this," and seizing the smallest Italian by the leg, Abe El Salem, who 
is u brawny Arab, sent him filing through a plal« ghi>s window and 
into the street The oilier Italians drew knives tml rushed at the 
Arab When the pnli*\ c.nne hi had been so bully hurl that lie had 
to be taken to the Hotel Iheu, where the doi tors dtspui ot snv.ng 
him Two nl the Italians ha\c been arresLed 


A Review of the Operations 

(B\ mi’ "TiMK<i" Miutarv Cork' m>oni>i ni ) 

111 fc mystery ol the rcpoili d escape of the Tuikish Floei from 
Burnt i»j the I Dardanelles is still uni splamecl it is true r hat some 
doubt is still thrown n Italy upon Lhi. return ot tlu ruikisli Fie-1 
to sale tv and no independent ard trust* or liy reporter has yet 
declared that he has sn n it wnh Ins own eves But no doubt 
appi ars in exisi on the subject in any ol the tdrgiams from Turkish 
suuias, .uid lu. want nt a butter -xplaiMtion, U k detlaied iruti 
IlJy Las been a mjusi n mg party Lu the ■*. pent the Tuikish 
ships 

Phis is ,iot ny any means certain Tlu naval act 11111 nr ItaU 
m other quarti rs has not been marked by .uiv weak considera’ 1011s 
C ir the feelings ol the Tuikish Empire or fm >ts x|up k , anr! ■ tj list 
have In en a primary olijec Live for Italian sailors ro pul oil ol pint 
L*u squadron wIm h alone seemed aipiNli*, "nan luck a id irood 
management, ol interfi ling seuously with the 1 xpi'ditmu to Tupoli 
We have practieally no news ol the prortidings of llu, main kihan 
b^LlIc fleet Has it missed i!s obyvtive, m.J, it so, why and how ? 

It w’ll ui a very liileiesLmg point laici on (oasrirtam whrilvi 
li&iv .wOlc ^teps to intercept the Tuikish shins, and, il s-i, why these 
steps .ipuurentlv laded 

He do no 1 as ve* know for Certain vhai u)urn of nulilaiy 
ai non will‘'ommend itself to die Pour in < ase negotiations for a 
scllicmrnr Pul In lace of h huJc prod -nhiience at sea, the Turks 
m viui’Aliv disaimed, imd it is .1 pay t ,m at Turkish statesmen ncvei 
ton 1 thij situation irtn account wiun 1 hey .leaded upon their 
poh1ic.1l friendships I'Vuidships that nlkr laitci y military support 
take * oals to Newcastle The eoixl '*giM <rluch Turkey madi in 
jcJ 7 7-'»8 was oblaimd thanks to'Tuikish prcJiMiim n* c i.r sea, anu 
rhe geographical Litimti )n ol tl c Tuikish provmrcs is such that 
sut CLAiuul -i'ar in almost any quarter is depniideuL upon a free sru 
It ‘s Hu ’ai-li of the party of Uiuon and Propre-* not to have rccog- ■ 
111/eJ these elementary oirdit: >n-» ot ih: strategical situation Linic 
avails the Oiinanlii 1 friendship withe Lit i long arm that niches fo 
ihf Meiliferaiiuin All that the 'Tuiks cm. hone »o do in the way 
<1 relive and offensive .a.uanes is to risk blockade running with 
fast ships carry ,i t troop-* and ammunition The extent of iho 
•oast 111c; of Tnpoh and Cyrenaicfi do**s not p\V-e the success of 
1 ilK art.on beyond hope, und if it entails many disappointments 
nod losses the Treks will console tnunsclves with *.1.4 thought Lliat 
there is nothing els* 1 m ihcir power to du The other pre uurationx 
of lurkey will probably be of a defensive character Seven cias^as 
of redits have beer recalled and six brigades ot redif\ uncl 'r Fetki 
Pasba appear to have been told off to the defence of the coast or 
\\ Albania. There is also a talk of collecting 100,000 men at Salonika, 

V 50.000 at Uskub and ;o,ooo a' Kos*m\ but the object 0 f this 
\ move is obsi ure. , 

There is very little expectation that the Turks will be able to 
offer any long or determined resistance to Lhe actual landing at 
Tripoli. TheTurkish troops are not numerous and are probably much 
jeaftered. A Urge pail of the garrison is away in the south, as the 
French have cause to krow, and time may not allow' their return 
to Tripoli before the landing takes place. The naval ordnance, 
larger numbers, and superior equipment of the Italians should place 
the .success of the landing beyond all doubt. It is only when Italy is 
in aaual possession of the chief points of the coast that she will be 
likeiy to view negotiations for a settlement with favourable eyes. The 
affirmation of Italian sovereignty by the occupation of the interior is 
the real difficulty of the Italian undertaking. This may be a long and 
tiresome process, and it may be that the Turks Will be in no great 
hurry to facilitate Italy's work by a surrender. 


Moslem Feeling in India. 

The Punjabi Muhammadans in Rangoon at a meeting held 
on the 20th October, m connection with the Turko-Italian war, have, 
besides passim? the usual resolution of protest of what they termed 
the 1 unprovoked and piratical proceedings of Italy,” unanimously 
pledgeu themselves to boycott Italian articles till the end of their 
lives 1 he meeting closed with cheers for 'Turkey and a “ vote of 
shame " to Italy 

The following tclrt-ram has been sent by the Moulvis of Madras 
to the Viceroy lhe Mussulmans of Southern India are intensely 
agitnLcd over the I urku-Imhan aggression and respectfully beg His 
august Majesty, our bclmcd King George, through Your Excellency, 
to exert his friendly influence with Italy for peace and to maintain lhe 
integrity of Lhe Khalilate as the son of the World’s great Peacemaker 
His late Majesty King Edward, ol revered memory 

Under t»'e auspices of the Indian Red Crescent Society a 
monster meeting attended by abouL a lakh of MussAlmans was held 
cm Sunday, the 22nd instant, in the Federation Mali grounds at 
3PM, Miih.unm \dans coming in with banners and flags bearing on 
thrm verses from the Koran, such as “ Help from God and speedy 
victory, 4 I here is no god but God," etc 'This proceedings com¬ 
menced with the. 1 million of the Sum called the Battle-array 
h) (lie Egyptian biiani of the Lower C Impure Road Mosque. 
The following u solution was then put from the Jiiur and passed 
unanimously l * l ha 1 jippials be made to all Moslem nations to 

«JSj rally round Lhe Caliphate at this supreme hour of trial 
111 thu xuALcuy of lilom and give prauiml proofs of sympathy and 
unity ■' A sciiind rtsolution was passed —"That the Indian Red 
Giesi ,>nl Sn< n-Ly do Lake the neieisary stt ps efferLively to proclaim 
a boycott of I1.d1.1n goods ” Aga Moayyed ul-Islam, editor of Hnblul 
Matvi in the ionise of a speech, said -Ix*t 11s in the name of 
Islam, unjustly sugmatised as Hie Religion of the Sword, meet the 
blow of tlu agynsnr with th.il moral rone and unity which the 
soul-stirring si rams of the Koran have hrt allied into the heart of 
Islam” Til 1 * proceedings concluded with a fervent prayer for 
victory to die Olummri arni^ arm UiCia/e.y or the honour and prestige 
oi Isla.ii) r l he assembly replied with loud 1 nes of “ Amen " The 
s|ic' (hes \u re listened to in silenn ind with rapt attention 


London Moslems’ Protest. 

A t.itnNi: protest against the Italum attack on Tripoli was made 
at a me ‘ting held m X\hl ball nl the Institute of Journalists and 
attended hy some hundreds ol Moslems and by other sympathisers 
with Turkey The meeting was a striking evidence of the deep 
feeling roused by Italy’s rftid throughout the Moslem world Its 
chief feature was the strong demand that Great Britain, as the ruler 
of 100,000,000 Moslem subject-., should intervene to prevent 
further aggression. Lord LainingUm, a Conservative and a former 
Governor-General of Bombay, was in the chair, and among the non- 
Moslem speakers wctc Mr Harold Cox, Professor Browne, of 
Cambridge, Mr. WiKnd beawen Blunt, Mr I) M. Mason, the mem¬ 
ber fitrTnv entry * and Mr E N Ben no l formerly member for Mid 
Oxon The Rajah Mouslind All Khan gave Ills support. A letLer 
was read from the well known Mahammadan leader Mr Ameer Ah m 
whuh lu* stiid — 44 L fuel assured that when the British nation 
realises the lnv 1 table consequences of this act or aggression by Italy 
aga nit an Empire m whose welfare millions 01 British subjects in all 
parts o * the world take the keenest interest, it will raise its voice m 
the cause of ju-tic*; and ind humanity and insist that the alleged 
grievances ol Italy should be refrrred to the arbitration of an impar 
tial tribunal * 

laud launingl'm ^uat that Italy s action had given a shock to 
the whole civil'sed world It was as unexpected and unforeseen as 
an earthquake He pleaded for moderation of language in the cnsis. 
The Turkish Government had been a model in that respect Every 
one must admire her forbearance, her magnanimity and patience 
unde*, the great blow which had fallen upon her. He bad all his life 
regarded Italy and the Italians with the greatest friendship, and the 
political relations ot Italy and this country had always been most 
harmonious, but wlvm they came to consider the grievances which had 
led to her action it was impossible not to agree with the unanimous 
opinion of Lhe people of this country and of the press that they had 
no real substantial value —(Cheers.) It was absurd to hold the 
alleged abduction ot a girl m Asia Minor or the holding up of an 
Italian boat carrying on a contraband trade in arms 111 the Red Sea 
as giving any excuse for acquiring territorial possession of Tripoli 
They were told that Italian commerce had been hampered, but he 
heard that all that happened was that an Italian bank had been pre¬ 
vented from acquiring land in a way contrary to Turkish law Would 
it not be far easier to produce evidence of disorder and brigandage if 
they turned to the South of Italy 1 Great Britain had an Almost 
equal number of British subjects living in Tripoli If there were 
pnevances, how was it that Maltese people had never complained of 
ill-treatment it would have been much better if Italy had made no 
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protest: but hud simply declared her intention of possessing herself of 
the coveted seaboard instead of making these ridiculous complaints 
Itai.v's Motive. 

It was dear that Italy thought U was high time to take action 
on her own account in view of what bappend m regard to Bosnia 
and Morocco. Her action was probably hastened txreause 
a Commission for delimiting the boundaries between Tunis and 
Tripoli waf-aboul to proceed to Tripoli This may have been 
another incentive to Italy to take action at once before Turkish rule 
in Tripoli was in this way confirmed. As to the argument that 
Great Britain had no right jo complain because of her position in 
Egypt, the difference was that wc only went n to Egypt when we had 
been invited by the ruler of the country and after Tull conference 
with the other European Powers, and if was impossible for Gfcat 
Britain to be indifferent to what happened to the Suez Canal in view 
of the interests of our Indian Empire He did not suppose for 
a moment that we should stay in Egypt if it were not for our Indian 
Empire. Italy's action would be taken as proving that might is 
right. Although the Great Powers of Europe look slept to show 
the futility of war, and although Lhey had realised how terrible «ur 
was in breaking up the lies that interlaced one country and another, 
yet it would be said human nature was strong, and a powerful 
counLry would still desire to benefit itself at the ex|>ense of a weaker 
one. 11 That,” «»d Lord 1 zoning ton, “ is an inference which we 
ought not to Allow to go unchallenged "—(Cheers) That was 
a terrible example to preach lu the weaker nations of the world It 
wis particularly sad that at a moment when Turkey was putting her 
house in order and bringing herself more into hnc with Western 
civilisation she should be singled out for one attack after another, 
reducing her strength first in Europe and now in Africa. He could 
not believe for a moment that the fJnusli Govern men L was nut most 
anxious to preserve the peace or Europe and to safeguard Lhe 
interests of Turkey, particularly in regard to the fact (haL millions 
of Moslem British subjects were deeply grieved by wIihl had taken 
place. 

A Mknick to ink Wiiolr Easi 

Major Syed Hasson Bclgrami moved a resolution expressing 
heartfelt and sincere sympathy with the Government and people of 
Turkey in their present troubles, " brought on by the action of Italy 
against All principles of international law and moral law, and without 
referring the alleged grievances to the arbitration of the tribunal 
especially constituted Tor the settlement of international disputes 11 
The resolution expressed deep irsuitmcnt of the whole of the 
Moslem world against Italy’s high-handed proceedings ag.unM a 
friendly Power. Major ticlgrami said that this tearing up of .ill inter 
national law was a menace not only to Turkey but to the whole of 
the East. No one knew how far such an example set by one of the 
Great Powers would be Lamed. A mectinp ol OiicnuK would 
shortly be held, at which it wouM he proposed that the lioycott of 
Itahau goods should not be confined to the Moslem worid, but 
ahould extend to the whole of the East. No one could predict the 
effect of thin crisis upon India 

Cries of “Brigands" were homo when ll\t next speaker 
Mr, Syed Hussain, described the war its .mother ai t m the " scramble 
for the Sick Man’s inheritance ’’ Italy, he added, might jet find that 
the Sick Man s he had so recklessly attacked was like the other sick 
man of whom it was said that the gout in »>nc 1**01 only 1« nt him 
Additional strength to kiuk with the other, (Luughur) 

Mr. \\ M. Mason, M t\, said they should lose do time in urging 
p the Government to use their good offices in the cause of peace It 
had been said that Great Britain could not mediate until Tniwli was 
\ occupied —(Shame,) Rut if Italy's action was wrung, anil everyone 
in the country felt strongly that it was, the tune to Lake action wa*. at 
once,—(Cheers.) 

Thu resolution »wh> cairicd, end Mr Abdul Miget'd moicd 
" Placing absolute r onhduiu'c in ihr ju&tict ami hurn-incv charaL- 
tenstir of the British nation, and relying on th* unfailing regard of 
the Pntisb Government for the religious scwimcuis ot thin une 
hundred million Moslem subjects, tins iri-nling earnestly culicaLi ihe 
Government through the Fiuugu Stxi clary to use its good offices Tor 
securing an early condition of pc.ici on the ba*U' of lli*s j/n/nr quo 
and the integrity of »iv Turkisli Empire.” ’The friendship of 
Turkey,” Mt. Majccd Med, " nuMin not only the friendship of tht 
Ottoman Empire blit the fiiun-lship *.f the whole of the East " 

M« IIaRM.o Cox <»n oik Rii.iii io Inti-kvink. 

Mr H*UUhl> 0*4 was one ol the support ^ of t!v resolution. 
In judging the problem, ho sair*. tin dev a: ary nf State must not look 
at it dimply from the point of vu%\ i,f lhe material interests of this 
country. I'lns enuntn bad nvual infeross as well ‘Ihero was 
a time when English hmlriman lu;iUted to put those moral 

interests on the higher piano. H« quoted Cnni veil s words in justi- 
fticHtion of his int‘nonimn on behalf of the Walden sees • "To be 
indifferent to such things is a great sin, ami a deeper sin it is to be 
J x 'Juu because of policy or ambition ’—(Cheers) England 
bad a moral right U) micivcnc as a great Christian Power. It was 
therefore her duty to uphold the principles of Christianity. “ It seems 


to me/ 1 ha said, “ that it u far more important to take an actual step 
to prevent an actual war than to talk sentimentally about putting an 
end to all war by arbitration.” England had a moral rigjjJ (MinJJttstne 
because she was a great Mu hanm^TT.fWer* her duty to 

loflpV ]flirqfieSI1WF Ihrolffch the "eyes of her mUjtpjw df Modem 
subjects in India, as well as through (hpse of a purely European 
Power. We had also a moral duty to intervene as citizens of the 
world" It was part of the common law of England that if anyone 
saw a crime being committed under his eyes it was his duty to stop it. 
We were citi/cns of the world, and we now saw one citizen committing 
robbery with violence and murder on another; for when wa * was 
undertaken solely for the purpose of stealing territory it was murder 
and nothing else —(Cheer.) Ourpoluy was unfortunately dominated 
by jealousy of Germany and Germany,* Jealousy of us, but on this 
occasion it was certain tliat if wc went frankly to Germany and said. 
“ You and I together have to stop this thing,” the Germans would 
jump at the opportunity.“(Cheers) Whether Germany helped us or 
stood aside it was our duty as a great Christian country, as a great 
Muhammadan country, and as an honest citizen of the world to 
prevent the most shameless act of brigandage that had been corn- 
mitted in this generation —(Cheers ) 

Mr E. N. Dennett pointed out that it was nut merely the pnvi 
lege hut it was the duty of any of the signatory Borers to the Hague 
Tribunal to intervene in the cause of arbitration 

Professor Browne desc ribed Italy’s attack as the most cynical 
act that had happened in rcccr.t international politics They could 
not but belli ve that the Government would take cognisance of the 
deep feeling that hod been aroused among the Moslems of the British 
Empire. Everyone must deeply regret that the nation hitherto 
unsmirrbed by a |mh<y of Uud-grabbing should have committed 
such a deed in the very year in which sh« relf-bruied the jubilee of 
her freedom 

Mr \V S Bii'nj on nih Nkrh mjR immhuatk Action. 

Mr W 8. Blunt urged that if England was to uct she must ad 
soon, she must act strongly, and above all things *he rnuat act alone 
To rely upon Germany would be to rely oij a broken iced It was 
obviujs that Germany was a consenting party ro Italy’s srt, ;md that 
this dismembering nf In- Ottoman Empire, by giving over Trqioh 
to Italy, was arranged whin the Morocco affair was arranged 
There was not the smillcst (h.incc of the German Kmprrnr being able 
to intent in- to saw- Tripoli from the Italians, unless later nn to Ulow 
Italy to Ouupy Tripoli under the su/erunty of the Sultan 
Mr Blunt added that Great Britain had a strong inttresL m the matter 
as the Guardian of Egyot, few t!ie occupation of 'IV«|Xdi by the 
Italians would cerliiinJy * ndamjer the sahlj nf Egypt He sug¬ 
gested the adding to rtx resolution or a i inline—■" That us an 
iinniidiaK measure ordus be given to the Mediterranean Fleet hi go 
in full power to Tripoli to put an end to aggression " 

llu resolution was earned m iu original form The rc-tululiouf 
will be sent to Sir Edward Grey and the Turkish Grand Vizier 


The New Turkish Cabinet. 


Said Pasha has at last succeeded, after great difficulties, in 
forming h. Cabinet The new Ministry, the pf/utiv al colour of which 
does not differ from ihRt of its predecessor, is computed as 
follows — 


Grand Vuner 
Sheikh-ul-Ulam 
Minister of War.. 

Minister of Finance 
Minister of Public Works 
Mirusiei for Foreign Affairs 
Munster nf the Interior 

Minister of Marine 


Said Pasha. 

Kiassim Effendu 
Mahmud Sbcvket Pasha 
Nad Hev. 

HolouS'i Bey 
A*sim Hey, 

Djclal Bey, ex Vali of 
Fr/cnim 

Khurshid Pasha, Aide-de 
Camp to the 8uluui 


Minister of Mines and 

Forests — ... Si aa pi an Effendi 

Mini iter of Justice and 
Piuua Foundations ... Ham Bry 

Minister of Pasts and Tele¬ 
graphs — Ibrahim Soussa. 

Said Pasha is an old man of 7^, but is still full nf energy It Wai 
he w lio nerbuaded Abdul Hamid tomak* 1 peace with the revolution¬ 
ists and restore the Constitution. Pin*: is the fourth time that Said 
has been Grand \ izier, having formerly been Governor of Syria. 
When threatened bv Abdul Hamid wi*h death or exile he took 
relugc on a Uiuu.li vessel stationed in the Bo.sphojus I)jelal Bey, 
the new Minister of the Interior, has been Vali of Erzcrum ana 
Adrnmoplc and is popular with the Committee or Union and 
Progress, one of whose principal member*, Nazim Bey (not to be 
confused with Dr. Nazim) i.s us responsible delegate in Constanti¬ 
nople Neither Khurshid Pasha, Minister of Marine, Sinapian 
Effendi, Minister of.Mines and Forests, nor Ibrahim Soussa, 
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Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, is particularly identified with 
any party. The last named is a Syrian Catholic. The absence of 
«ny Creek from the Cabinet and the retirement of Halil Bey and 
Nedjm-ed-Dm have aroused much comment. Halil Bey ha* been 
recently severely criticised by the Left for his failure to support 
Hussein Kiozim Bey, the Young Turk ex-Govemor of Constanti¬ 
nople Nedjm-ed-Din has of late been subjected to altAck by the 
Taiitn, which Tier two years’ silence has unearthed his former 
association with Nedjid Mclhameh. The Cabinet is generally 
believed to meet with the approval of the Salonika Committee, 
which appears to be backing Said Pasha Opinion is, however, 
divided as to its chances of surviving the first days of what promises 
to be a turbulent Parliamentary Session 

October 5. 

Said Pasha's Ministry, though it meets with the approval of the 
Committee’s organs, has hcen coldly received by the rest of the Press 

Berlin, October 5. 

Doubts are expressed as Lo whether his Cabinet is in any case 
likely to be long lived, and according to the correspondent of the 
hi uni fur ter Zfitung ; who is frequently well informed, there m some 
probability that Kmmil Pashu, who, it is stated, "an rely uj>on the 
cooperation of Hilmi Pasha and Tewfik Pasha, may before long 
be called upon to form a Ministry. Other correspondents suggest 
that Knglish mfluenu; is being cxerltd to procure this result, iraid 
Pasha being regarded os too much inclined to make concessions to 
the Committee, against whom the English are declared to be 
energetically working. 

Italian Minimfrs 

Signor Cmlitti, Premier (for the third time) since last March 

Marquis di San Ciuhnnn, Foreign Munster s»nrc last March. 
Previously Ambassador »n London and Paris and Foreign Minister 
for jl few months. 

General Spingaidi, Minister of War (scloim tune) since last 
March. 

Signor di San Martino, Chargfc d'affaires, GonsUntinople 
Negotiated with Turkey during the crisis. Presented the Italian 

ultimatum. 

Marquis Imptriuli ill Fromavdia, Ambassador 111 London since 
April last year Previously Ambassador at (Constantinople fee nearly 
s»x years. 


Text of the Italian Declaration. 

" 1 hough the Li mi granted by the Royal Government to the 
Imperial Government foi 'TVTying oul certain measures wbicn had 
become necessary has expired, no saliTactoi , J reply has been received 
[*y the founer Government l he lack t [ such 11 reply .s confirnutmy 
evidence either of the ill-will or of rho powe. fewness of which the 
Imperial government and authonpr* ,nve give*-, so many proofs, 
par^iriilaily with rcgaid to Italian mrhts and interests in Tuj.oli 
and Cyrenaica. I he Roy.il Government is in consequence obliged 
to safeguard its ngh^ and uiferusL together wnh its honour and 
dignity by all mean* at .ts disposal The result '\ui only be regarded 
os the necessary, F pa.mul, consequent es *f the conduct of the 
au thou lies of the Ottoman Empire Friendly jnd panfic relation!) 
be*ween the two Slate* being dins broken uJT, Italy ht-meforth 
id oi war with Turkey ” 


The Italian Cas<*. 

( Tkv ‘ T;?nes, ’ jotk September ) 

We have received the following statement from an authoritative 
Italian suurcc — 

The conflict whu h appears to have broken out urespef tediy 
bet ween Italy and Turkey is ocj/ the epilogue uf a long seres of 
venation* »rd injuries, none the less real becaus. not very apparent, 
mf]jci**d on Italy and 011 the Italians by the author tics of the 
Ottoman Empire. From rime to time chore have been innumtrable 
complaint* by our nationnl.s in overv psrt of the Empir: to the 
Italian Government demanding prompt pis I ice for the long dra An- 
out vocations, for justice denied, lor cavs of real ami personal 
oppression from which they had suffered and the solution of which 
was endlessly delayed. 

Numerous and important con-plaints by private persons and an 
infinite number of other controversies of greater or less giaviLy 
exist, as, for example, those of affronts and oilier vexations offered 
to the penjnnel belonging tn the Italian Consulates. 'These arc 
such as to demonstrate how for some time past Italian nationals have 
been surrounded by a hostile atmosphere not in keefang with the 
good official relations existing between the tiro States And 
with the new regime wbirh aroused so many hopes in Italy there has 
been a multiplication and aggravation of painful incidents. 

A very grave incident which occurred rcceqtiywas the abduc¬ 
tion ot a young girl under age, Giulia Franzuni, a girl of 16, who 


was snatched by fraud from her own family ol honest working 
people employed on the works of the Turkish railway at Adana, 
carried off, and converted by actual force to Islamism, and married 
with violence to a Mussalnun citizen, notwithstanding the protests of 
her parents and of the ncm-Italiun foreigners, notwithstanding the 
intervention of the Royal Consulate* and of the Royal Embassy. 
'I lus inudent, which is uf grave importance for every nation, has still 
more importance for Italy, which has to provide for the protection of 
.1 lar_»e number of working class emigrants who find employment on 
the railways of Asia Minor Now Lhc fact of not having given 
.speedy punitive satisfaction for thi| barbarous system of forced 
conversion mill of the abduction of an innocent girl may be an 
incentive tn other similar acts which lend directly to strike at the 
whole working ! lass population, 111 great |urt Italian, obliged to live 
with their families in these region?* 

But the most persistent .uts of disliki. mid hosiilily on Lhe part 
ol die Ottoman authontu s occurred 111 those parts ol the Empire 
where I Lilian inter* sts were greatest, ilmt is in the Red Sea and in 
the Tripnliiaine 1 U the reports of our Consuls, by the at(mints of 
those returned from these regions, by the repeated incidents due to 
the inuUnieiils of Turkish officials, it is clearly shown that there 
whs ,1 desire to create an atmosphere of hostility to Italian interests, 
as if their continued steady dev* lopment of them were distrusted. 
Thi attitude of the Ottoman authorities »n Lhe Red Sea and on the 
Arab coast opposUr to the colony of Eritrea has always been violent 
and persistency provocative The senes of incidents with which 
insult was offered to the Italian flag would be too long to ireite in 
detail let us mstaiK r-only a few winch have happened under the 
new ugime. 

Oil 5th jinn tyog, the Turkish gunboaL Sura had at 40 
kilonul r es fioni the 'I urkish coast look |x>ssession with violence of 
ll.t sum )f 2,340 thalers on board the 1 Laban samliuk (sailing boat) 
Cenmn, a distinct net of piracy without any mitigating circumstances. 
The (rfn>n >4 was svved by a Turkish gunboat, A itmudjian, towed to 
llodrirlah, and subjected to iniquitous proceedings and attempts at 
appropriation by force Animated by a spirit of conciliation, lhe 
Italian Government sought to niaki an inquiry with the object of 
arriving at a satisfactory adjustment of lhe im idem. The inquiry 
gave, so fai as concerned Lhe conduct of the local ofh< lals, results 
whuh would 1 effect discredit on any uvil Government But this 
was not all While negotiations in respect nl the incident of the 
twtwni Hi re proceeding, the.commandant of the gunboat hoarded 
by force the tamhnk !hiima on 51b December igio, and compelled 
the raptain togiv« up the correspondent e of the traders of Massowah. 
Arbitrary acts *1 another nature and of not less gravity were 
(ommit'rd to the mjuiy of Eritrean s.irnliuk'. belonging tn All Kozem 
and lo Xnlid Homed 'The Turkish authorities, always glad to lake 
any u[ portunuy whatever lo damage Eritrean commerce, let them¬ 
selves go on 21 si August 1910, imping that they might do so with 
impunity, on Eritrean merchandise loaded on board ship, taking 
possession of all the goods, including lhe victuals of the crew. The 
Eritnaii merchants, terrorized by the continual menaces directed 
Against them on the put of tin Turkish authorities on the Arab 
coast, have then fore in greAt pari given up trafficking there, to the 
great detriment of the commerce of our colony 

In die TripoLtinnc the systematic hostility of Lhe Ottoman 
auihoritics now open and violent, now concealed and malignant, 
assumes still greater proportions. They have but one intention—to 
wage war against the economic and roniincirml interests of Italy, to 
impede 111 every way the development of Italian influence Tail 
us cite a Fiw examples selected from a long senes which we 
might addin’1 Th* Banco rli Ronid introduced into the Tripoli- 
tame with Italian capital a genuine and beneficent work of economic 
progress and of civilization of Lhemnntry, the authorities forbade 
the natives to have relations with that institution and punished them 
if they nad recourse lo 11, it put ohsbufes 111 Lhe way uf the 
bank’s obtaining legal recognition before the local tribunals, and 
when, after two years ol laborious negotiations, the recognition 
could no longer be denied vexations began under another form. 
'IheVfilis succeed rdrh other rapidly in the government of the 
Vilayet, hut Lhc polity has been always the same until, 1111910, 
the new Vali Ibrahim Pasha openly declared in Inc Administrative 
Council that lie would offer systematic and unceasing opposition 
to all I Lilian initiative, letting it be clearly understood that such 
were the instructions of his own Government. And thus all the 
proposals, nil the demands for concessions and for undertakings 
rntule by Italians, such as aqueducts, wireless telegraphy plants, 
road work-., etc, are retried without more ado. Contrary to the 
treaties the subjects of lhe King are hinrleied from acquiring land 
and lhc registering of land transfers at Hums, at lfcngazi, and at 
Dana , natives who wish to sell are threatened, and the vengeance 
taken is explained by pretexts foreign to the real cause. Contrary 
to definite agreements, ohstmrtioii is put m the nay of Italian 
archaeological and nuntralogical missions. Every obstacle and 
difficulty is raised against Italian nulling and oil-making businesses 
And against oui navigation. 1 he natives, terrorized, dare not avail 
themselves of such beneficent institutions and plants for fear of the 
treacherous revenge. , 
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With these obstacles and difficulties arc mingled very grave 
crink.% such as the assassination or Father Giuatinn at Derna, and 
that of Gastone Torrent which was given the appearance of suicide, 
though this was denied by witnesses and by subsequent revelations 
This was a barbarous crime, for which no satisfaction whatever has 
yet bi.cn obtained nor even a serious inquiry, either criminal or 
civil, although such an inquiry has been insistently demanded 
by the relations of the victim and liy the Royal Diplomatic, 
and Tonsillar authorities A declaration of incompcicncy to proceed 
and of extinction of die penal action by an amnesty was all that thf 
Turkish authorities deigned l*> ron*/ v dc lo the Italians JVo such 
deplorable incidents, notoriously occasioned by the hatred </ the 
Turks foi llkf Italians, produud < Mi>li malion and disc uuragi mtnt 
in the Italian c.ilony, which iturforn h£<am< rmul in 1 lie presence of 
any initiative, however useful Evi ry intervention of l!h Royal 
Consular authority m the Vilayet w is op|K>scd, openly, or sieretly, 
by the Ottoman authorities, >ls is shown by the incident ol the 
journalist Arbib, beaten by the police, againsl which the intervention 
of the; Royal Consular driiguifi.111 lud no other 1 fieri saw that of 
provoking .l new mid mun llagrant violation ol the Capitulations 
All this iininte rrupUel serii . of injure s, ,uIs of v.olenu, of intimid¬ 
ation, ol annoyanee, is openly encouraged and supported by the 
journal Afatuit /, the offie ml organ of the VilnycL, printeel in its 
pnnting office and inspire d by tin Vati^ a juunul widely < lroulntcel 
among ilu Arabs, whir h dot s nut iirglui any occasion (if offering 
outrage and insult to Italy 

From all the sc pronaalmgs it (Icaily t m n rg» s that the Indian 
Guv< rnme.nl ha-, found usell in the* pre si nee of a sysli m or pnigrarrmu 
of pruLoncciv* el opposition lo I Lallan subjects and mien sis in the 
Ottoman Empire m gnu rul and in ill* Tiipulilamc in partu ular 

'I'lie warm ruid almost universal sympathy with whit h Italy 
had hailed the advent to power of Ynung Turkey, the proposal to 
pive lime to Ihe new ngune to consolidate ilsclf, the desire of not 
increasing the difficulties and e mbarrassiiienis of the Ottoman 
Empire and of lurupc, led the Italian Government to evince 
a patience unci a condescension which luivr not many example s in 
the history of peoples Hope was always entertained of the con 
sohdation of the new Government, of the welcoming of good 
counsels, ol upenliuirt, of the exchange of a Iriendsmp wlmh on 
our side has l»cun pushed almost to the sacrifice of our own mli re st»* 
But all in vain livery day the situation grew worse Our very 
patient atlilude was coiifionled al Constantinople .lUern.alivcly by 
Government which uttered honeyid words and premises, which, 
however, were devoid ol any 1 orrespondime with the l.ieils, or hy 
a Government without aulhonty whuli was imupablc of imposing 
obedience 011 the dependent lora 1 authorities, A Government lat king 
the power lo i nsure that treaties, capitulation's cuntraciud under¬ 
takings should be* respected ami observed -a .lovern.u^-nt, in fin, 
which lias fallen slnat 111 the npm on ol Italy ol Us own Intel national 
duties 

’Hie atp w;c now lull flic violent iiUeks and either insulis 
ul thi Ottoman Press which have fussed all hounds and the 
sysLcniaLu olstuu lion and the bad f nth of the local authorities, 
the exiraorduiaiy sem s ul im ulcnts, the demands o' every kind 
increasing every day m number, have tmKd by agitating and 
wearing out publu opinion, the Trcis, Liu Tarhimuit, ami th • 
Governmeni ol Italy Italy has nnw no longer a iv e cpfiduiie m 
tb** friendly solution of her own questions wuli lurkcy end disib ■ 
lustoned by so many vam words, by injudicious or-muses given in 
llusc latter years, has lost patience! and derided to depart from 
a tolerance which might have Ijci n reproved a- weakness and 
a recognition of mlcrumty, and has decided re obtun with the; great¬ 
est energy ri-vpcci Tor Iter own Tights and die protection of her own 
interests. The blow lalls on ihuse who, lor vhe last three years, 
liuvc evciv day pumped her, creating bv little incidents as ,vyll 
as great, such an atmosphere of hostility 'gainst Italy >n t'u; various 
provinces of ilu* Empire, and especially 111 the I upolitain 1 ', a* 10 
impair the sAlety ol Italian siihpcLs and re imperil trie peaceful 
development of l | 'ritieAn conuuerco in tin Red Sea 


The Turkish Standpoint 

( Th» " Timt\ ’ joih Sfpitmoer) 
\Va owk received from an authoritative Turkish source ibe 
following Account of the causes which have led to the present 
crisis 

During the ln't few days the Italian Tress and Government 
have endeavoured to convince the world that Lheir action has been 
provoked hy grievances Mufftsred by Italians in Tripoli and by lheir 
exasperation at the fmhire 01' the Turkish Government to provide re 
dress. These endeavours have not been very successful It is every¬ 
where recognized that the Italian action is due to the desire to 
realize the longstanding political aspirations of Italy with regard to 
Tripoli and if it has been provoked by anything the provocation 
has not been any action or inaction of the Turkish Government, but 
the prospects of a s f veedy settlement of the Moroccan crisis. 


The grievances alleged by Italy fall into two classes. There 
are vapie allegations of hostility to Italy and of Turk’sh suspicions 
of Italian designs. It may be admitted that Turkey bos been sus¬ 
picious of these designs, and it is not surprising In Italy, and in 
Tripoli itself, Italian newspapers, and even Italian public men, have 
spoken openly of Italian aspirations in the province, and it has been 
clear from their language that these aspirations were not only economic 
bur political as well. At the present moment it 19 absurd lo 
reproach Turkey with cherishing these suspicions, for they have 
been amply confirmed by ilu action that Turkey has just taken 
Even whin efforts were made ind'sguise the political nature of the 
Italian designs it was made perfectly clear that even as regards the 
economic devi lopmeut of Trpoli wnat Italy desired was not the 
nghL to partu ipaLe cm equal terms, blit a privileged position ami 
r;tn a monopoly Eight ycais ago the Italian Ambassador m 
Constantinople demanded from the Sublime I'orle a wnLitn 
guarantee that concessions for public works m Tripoli, JargL r n small 
and ol whatever character, should be given to Italians 1 his 
demand, the concrsMon of which would have established apre 
tedoiale in jl uiled form, was, of course, ret used hy the IViie 
Jl alone would have been sufficient justification for Turkish 
suspicion 

In spite of this summon, luiki-y.far from interfering with 
legitimate economic interests ul Italy, did everything she could 
to recognize these intf rests at far as they were compatible with her 
sovereign rights. This is shown by the fact tn.it practically every 
concession of an economic nuLure granted in Tripoli has been 
granted In Italians, ana the most recent cnteipnse in that province 
is the Italian Banco di Roma Difficulties have, of cour«*, arisen 
with Tigard In thid bank They wi re inevitable from the way in 
which its business vwh 1 undue ted A great dial has been made ol 
thi refusal to allow Italians to acquire land. The fails were at. 
follow's — 

By Turkish law it wtis impossible for institutions such as banks 
to acquire landed properly The Banco di Roma attempted to 
evade fins liy lending mnmy to llahii.11 subjeits with which »o 
purchase land -which was promptly mortgaged to the bank, and 
which the bunk attempted to treat as its own property One ol 
the great difficulties m Tripoli has been noi the jealousy diown by 
the Turkish authorities towards the Italians, hut the jealousy 
shown by 'he Italians towards enterprises of other nationalities 
Not long ago the Trthuna and other Italian newspapers violently 
attacked Turkey on account ol rhe rumour that mining com <*ssions 
in Cyrenaica had been granted a non-Italian company The 
rumour, iL may he mentioned, turned out lo bi. baseless 

It has aVc.idy been stated that nc.Hy all the concession in 
Tripoli hive hren given to Indians, hut in order to avoid even 
tho suspicion ul unfairn* s«, towards Italy the dtempi was marie by 
the Toite to 'niroducc ilu* system of giving concessions by atljudi 
caLmn l > the lowest biddn II w.v*., nowuser, discovered that 1 lit 
Italian firms wlmn cnteicd lor tliese competitions offered terms s*o 
low di.it they romd only lose money by ubLauimg the f'linccssiun 
and w-tri: evidnuly ait.ng on instrm Lions to sairifuc their ecoiom'r 
mien sis in order in establish an It.iliar foclhold 

As lor the v.iriou. imiu.i incidents t iai l.an nt^w bv en 
brought forward ,is justitymg the Italian action^ such incidents 
ocrin t vt"T day m almost every rnuntry It ib only when 1 hey 
occur in Tripoli LhAL polilie.il capital is made out of them II would 
he useless to go at length into all the*** trn >al teases, but with regard 
to thu sambuks wh'fh wore seized in the Red Sea, the Turkish 
A'lihormts reportid them tu be r.^nying contraband and when 
that was domed by the Italians the Torte offered to settle thu affair 
by a joint mvt‘si 1 gal ion, the results or which were to be referred, 
if necessary, Joan im[wirPal abitiatoi The r au that the quest 100 
has not been so settled has boon dm lo the (act 1h.1t the Italian 
Em I ussy in »'urbianlinnplp has pur off the opening of this 
investigation A great deal <s made out of one or two Casca 
ol murdei thAt have, occurred in Tripoli There is every reason 
ro doubt whether incidents of rhr. kind arc always the fault of 
ihe 'Turkish authorities 

It is alleged that the authorities 111 Tnpuh have stirred up fana 
heal feelings of hostility towards the Italian population This rg 
sufficiently refuted by the fact that in spite of all the provocation 
given by Italy in the last few days no regrettable incident has 
occurred in the city 

Will- regard to the<?e alleged grievances, 'Turkey lias attempted 
to find .on wliat are the actual complaints of Italy and what r^jress- 
or reparation Italy demands The reply has been an ultimatum 
and the despatch of an armed expedition 


Protest of the Committee of Union and Progress. 

(From hie 11 Times'* Correspondent.) 

Salonika Octobtr 2 1911+ 
After sitting for 24 hours, the committee late last njght 
drew up an enormously long proclamation to Europe, nf which the 
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following m a r/mmr; — 

H The Committee feels the need to address the European public, 
which loving equity and justice, cannot rest indifferent in face of 
a flagrant, monstrous, and criminal violation of the fundamental 
International rights of humanity and civilization. We are convinced 
that Europe will do justice and consider the present act of piracy 
unjustifiable. While seeming to encourage us, Europe closes its 
eyes to the violation of our territory. These attacks are sufficient 
to moke our population lose confidence in the new rrpme and 
consider the old better fitted to defend our territory The last act 
is without parallel even in barbaric times Italy has declared war 
and sent her fleet and army to invade a pro* mu’ whose people desire 
to live under our jurisdiction, to bombard ports arid capture boats 
Wc wibh only that Europe should Appreciate th>s act of piracy and 
give its verdict, considering the undeniable fact that the ultimatum 
order* us to evacuate Tripoli for no other reason than that Italy wants 
it It is impossible to call this an heritage of the ancient regime. 
Tripoli cannot be considered an autonomous province; it is a vita) 
part of Turkey. Seeking a reason for the occupation of nri immense 
country, Italy's brutal ultimatum accuses us uf faih.ig in our mission 
of humanity and civilization—a truly nrginai casus If Tripoli 

has not reached the stage of civilization desired by Italy, we reply 
that Italy is certainly inferior in civilization to Knghnd and Germany 
We ask Italy if she would be content to sie Sicily invaded by 
England under the wine pietext. The new tcgtme is still young. 
It is unjust £0 expect us to transform Tripoli into a paradise m tlrce 
years. Ihc othci contention of the ultimatum referring to the prox¬ 
imity of Tripoli and alleging that commerce relations lack .scu'.uy 
is ridiculous and an insufficient pretext for an ju l of aggression 
Itaiy underestimates our means of 1 esistance Turkey protests as 
one man against this unjustifiable aggression, and aril lay down her 
arms only when the former conditions are restored We arc con¬ 
vinced that our appeal will not be in vain, and that Europe will, out 
of T espect for the principle? of civilization and humanity, aid us in our 
fight against the unprecedented aggression or Italy, who, calling 
herself civilized, proves by her conduct that she lacks eiciy clement 
constituting true civilization ” 


Indignation in Constantinople. 

(From thk “Timas" Cohkemundkni ) fVir hmtvvple^ <P( 1 

Tpk Italian ultimatum and declaration of war have caused 
surpris' and indignation among tiie European »ohmics here It is 
tell that this sudden .iggrcaoon 011 the part uf a (,'nnshLuliunu) 
Western Stale ’’s not onl> uilciilated to endarger I lie jicace of the 
Balkans, but jJmi tr» arouse a outer anti Eunpean leelmg among 
H’c lutkish masses, and to intensify 'hat unti-foreign spirit wlmh 
has manifested itaelf nf lat' among a scrUm of the educated 
govming classes and against which majmty of ihe foreign 
Embassies and legations wore led on ou» acroinf ur .uiu'htr u> 
enter a protest m rixent yuos 

Yet although die language is^J by vtiling lurk journansts 
and politicians Lor'-Tii'.ig Italy ha^ sometimes i-ccn con tempi nous 
and wounding, and although Ottonmn of u'ids and indivicir.a! 
member.** or IiraI branches o r the C r mMitLe- of L'limn and 
Trofpess have contributed If the du'icullj s of the Italian ( .uisub 
md mercianu, yet it is generally adim.U'd dial no Italo fuihsh 
incident has recurred within Lhe last two j c.rs of a naUire 10 lusufy 
the highhanded action >1 lhe Italian GuVPinnent A Certain 
ebullition of ChmivmistK .entiment was inevitable in Turkey, given 
the ciFcr.nstanit.'S in which the revolution 0* .90S was eflected and 
»he subsequent history of 'lie count?} Italian* have not been 
31 eater sufferers from it rh'in the cmrenH of othc r Sues So fur as 
« known no Vah forcihly expropriated the. huU‘«« o[ Italian subjects 
4r offered derisory compensation lo the owners . no Turkish 
soldiers hoisted the Star and Crescent in islands claimed by Italy 

Two incident chiefly exploited of late by the Italian Pres?, 
namely, dm capture of an Italian E&mh'ik (sailing vessel) and the* 
(Mention of the captain, wlo complained that he was mishandled 
at Uodeidah; and, secondly, die refusal of the Turkish Government, 
acting under the pressure nf the Committee of Union and Progress, 
to surrender ah Italian girl, who had eloped with a Turk at Adana 
and embraced Islam, to die Italian authorities, who demanded her 
surrender on the ground that she was a minor and that her 
profession of Islam, though made with due formalities, was invalid, 
it must be admitted that if the Turks -exceeded their right* in the 
iatter ease much can be said from their point of view. 

The cumulative effect of these and other incidents has doubt- 
less acted as an irritant to Italian public opinion, but neither the 
misadventures of an Italian skipper nor the adventures of the 
Sigporina Julia Catuoni can be employed by tfie most skilful 
atarim to obscure the real cause of the war~-tbe determination 
-of the Italians to take Tripoli from the Turks. 


Italian View*. 

(From ihk “ Timks" Corrbsponlibnt.) 

Rom/, Oct j. 

In .shte of the noisy, hysterical clamour of some of the Italian 
news, papas, headed, une regrets to say, by the two chief journals Of 
Rome, whose tone is only calculated to bang ridicule on the country, 
Italians ore entering upon war in that sober spirit which is the bent 
sign of a quiet determination to carry the business through to the end. 
lliere may be a lack of enthusiasm and it may even lie said that 
the was is not popular, but now that (he patriotism of Italy is Aroused 
there can be no doubt that the Government cAn count absolutely 
upon the loyal and steady support of the nation as & whole. The 
protests of the Socialists arc finding little response, and the chief 
leaders of the party seem now reduced to silence On the other 
hand, the aiO a mpls to create levcnsh excitement among the populace 
in the streets have al-*o failed There is a general feeling that the 
war is now an inevitable evil to be bnme with fortitude and without 
idle boasting 

Italy's Apologist. 

(From . itk 11 Timks" Rome Cohkfsivnulnt ) 

Rome, October 

1 11 \vk already sent you what I understand to be the view of the 
average Italian citizen with regard to the war and to-day 1 can supple¬ 
ment it with that of the Italian official The position of both is 
much the same, with the exception that the latter, if he lie a Minister, 
hus been brought into more constant and pAinful contact with the 
policy of obstruction, wilful irritation, and tergiversation which has 
characterized Turkish dealings with Italy for some time past. It has 
been his lot to watch the cup of bitterness slowly filling drop by drop, 
often even to rise in the Dumber and minimize outrages and insults 
offered to his countiy 111 ordei lo prevent some untimely explosion 
of popular indignation, lie, more t'lan any one else, has felt that 
ihe cup was filled to overflowing 

'I V English Press, at first benevolent tu the Italian cause, has 
been exclaiming against what seemed the sudden violence of the 
Italian ultimatum. It would be difficult to explain that the provoca 
li.m offered and the iclual conditio is :n which it was offered really 
acquit Italian action ol any unexpected violence, foi only the Turkish 
Government can know how it has itself deliberately, step by step, 
pushed Italy over the brink of peace. Italians are somewhat 
in. lined to resent this mange of attitude on Ihe pan of their English 
friends They had hoped :lmt England would have more willingly 
given rheni credit for patience and a wish to maintain peace which 
only absolute necessity lias broken down The relations between 
Italy and Tuikey seemed doomed to he poisoned in perpetuity by 
this festering sore Tlierr w<n but one remedy left, actually to 
occupy '1 ripuli and so resolutely cut out the cause of discomfort. 
The moment had come when Italians could bear the conduct of the 
Turkish Government no longei, but it also happened to be the Lime 
whin owing to iht season of the your and the recent successful 
efforts made by the Tuiks to suppress ►he rebellion in Albania, 
there was less cImiki of Italy’s action finding any repercussion in 
the Balkan Provinces. 

This, as I have said, is the official or, let us say, the Government 
view of the situation Oivi might &i least Add in its support that 
uuhuie Italy and Turkey there can be 110 full comprehension of the 
chain ot events which has driven Italy LO immediate action. The 
Turks are* past mailer* in lhe Art of covert provocation, and their 
(lovemmtr.t ’Vas piohably far less surprised by the Italian ultimatum 
than were the other nations of Europe. 

Rome , September 21 7 

Nov/ ihat the Italian Government has taken the irrevocable step 
u c.in count absolutely on the support of the rountry as a whole. 
The cry of Lhe protest raised by the Socialists meant little or nothing. 
The failure of then anti-war demonstrations served only lo show that 
patriotism is stril alive in Italy and that Italians, for die most part, 
will put the honour of their country before thei” private interests. 
This is the mrre to their credit since they make no illusions for 
themselves on the score of material advantage They know that 
Itaiy can hope for no profit from the adventure. Recent expeditions 
in the Tnpolitaine have proved that as a home for some future Italian 
colony the territory is useless. Neither the climate, nor the nature of 
tiie soil, nor any other conditions are favourable for agricultural 
enterprise. The posability of mineral wealth is too problematic to 
be worth considering. Moreover, such experience as Italy has hod of 
the indigenous population would show that administration of the 
Tripolitoine will be a difficult task, subject to constant interruptions 
from unruly Arab tnbes. War, even preparation for war, is a costly 
matter, and this is not a moment when Italy can contemplate with a 
light heart any increase in her expenditure. And yet there axe but few 
Italians who, while confessing their distrust of the adventure and their 
misgivings as to its ultimate results, will not at the same time declare 
thal Italy could not have acted otherwise and that^the Government 
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has rightly interpreted the spirit of the nation. There are occasion*, 
they would say, when a country, as an individual, acts well in running 
counter to the dictates of commonsense just as a man, in disregard of 
all friendly ad vice, may do well to challenge another to a duel for the 
mere sati /action of his own self respect, so Italy, careless of all in¬ 
evitable loss, may do well to embark on a costly adventure for the 
satisfaction of her amour prapre. To appreciate the general feeling 
of Italians on this matter one must recall the constant humiliations 
they have suffered on the African shores of the Mediterranean. If 
ever a rountry seemed by its geographic position to have a right to an 
extensive fooling on that side if the sea, it was Italy Partly owing to 
want of prescience on the parL of her statesmen, partly oh mg to 
ill-luck she has liad to stand by and see all that ;hc desired absorbed 
by nations .stronger than herself. She hu* never censed regretting that 
she refused to enter the door opened for her hy England in Egypt. 
That was, indeed, her own fault, but the absorption of Tunis and 
Morocco by another Power was less her fault and it has left her 
with no prospect but the barren area bordering the Cyrenaic Gulf 
of which even the Hinterland is practically claimed by others. 
However useless the Tnpolitaine may lie from a material point of 
view, it is the one and only opening left to Paly on the African 
shores which face her own. Her right there has been recognized 
by the other Powers of the Mediterranean arid she clings to the 
assertion of that right. It was not unnatural that such an assertion 
on her part found no favour with the actual owners of the Tripoh- 
taine, partic ularly at a moment when, under the inspiration of the 
Voung Turks, the Turkish nation was loginning to develop an 
awturprupre of its own But what has irritated the Italians beyond 

all bearing is the reeling dial the Turkish reprisal-* would never 
have been made against a stronger nation than herself She has 
seen all her attempts at 11 peaceful penetration " thwarted at every 
turn, her subjects not unfrcqncnlly ill-treated, her Government 
flouted when it sought redress. She knows that no German, 
French or British representations would have been treated with the 
ill-coiiccalcd contempt with which the Turkish authorities have met 
her own, and this knowledge is full of bitterness For once she feels 
a real necessity, outweighing all other con si delations, to rehabilitate 
herself not so much in the sight of Europe as in her own eyes 
1'bat, al least, seems the point of view of the average Italian, and 
the average Italian is patriotic. He hates all useless adventure and 
dreads the consequences of this particular one, but he would rather 
suffer those consequences than let his country sink .n his own 
estimation. His only lumplaiiit is Lh«*t the step now tuken by his 
Government was not taken many years ago, and in that he is qu.Le 
right, but it has been Lhe constant misfortune of Italy to act too 
late It must, at least, be cotucded that the Itn’ian motives are nut 
altogether unwoithy. 

Letters to the Press. 

Englishmen and Turkey. 

Totuk Eiuiok hi “ Tin- Tim 1 ’- /' 

, sjk,—S ince the beginning of the pn^e'il unfortunate -t ite of 

j affairs helwein Italy and Turkey die Turkish Emhasay in London 
! h as been lhe recipient of Idlers Iroui Englishmen living m all pails 
[ of the Uni led Kingdom expressing their \vinptliy with my country 
I and volunteering lo serve in cither our Ann) or Navy, and al no 
loLlura of sympathy and offers of «r*iu- -nun private pulm<.il mid 
j mtallct Uml bodies. 

* Op behalf of llir Turkish Embassy I desire to espi'ss, th-ough 
lhe valuable columns ut )(»ur paper, tun deep aopiccmhon of the 
sympathy .oul offer uf services from our English Inetuls, whom we 
eannm thank individually, because ihev are ruo numerous, and 
owing to the a noun! of work with which we have lei rupu a* the 
pie sent moment 

f mu, Sir yours f.mhfuly, 
Djkvap, 

Councillor nl the Turkish Embassy, 
London 

Inqirnal Ottoman ivnbmy. 0 *"t i 

Turkey and Italy. 

“iSHMit" write* to the Editor of the. Kithfday Review — 

\ Sir, — Is it nut possible that Lhe hunt of righteous indignation 
I which follows invaiiably every tB fresh rioUuon*of Turkey’s integrity " 

> should become a little wearying to the prartical-iiiinded news- 

i paper reader, by whom I mean the man who from the materialistic 
standpoint discards all caul and humbug as so much lumber } 

Home politics to all except members of Lhe Cabinet and elec- 
' uoneering agents resemble a Maskelyiut and Cook's entertainment — 
~ a comparison not insulting, I hope, to either—as speculation and 
dbcuxsioii do sharpen the reasoning and deductive faculties. In 
l foreign politics we are not even allowed to judge or attempt to guess 
\ ‘ 


the trick on its own merits. Who has seen the text of a Note or { 
heard a Conversation P The orchestra takes hold of i‘, sets it to \ 
suit its own music, and blows it at us in such form that I doubt ! 
whether even its originator would recognise it J 

Perhaps I can make my point clearer by a comparison with j 
Euclid Let us start with a definition; "The Turks are unfit } 
to govern their country, provinces, and people residing in them " , 
then an axiom, 11 that as in private so in public affairs, it is better ; 
that business be carried on as smoothly as possible, i that & j 
few foreign newspapers be subsidised and that foreign secretaries' ; 
nerves receive no sudden jars " Thirdly, a postulate, tftiat the sooner ( 
the Turkish flag disappears from the face of the earth, to be re- ■ 
placed by that of wny or several civilised powers, the better for f 
humanity On these bases several very pretty theorems could be 1 
built up, but the problem that arises is always the same - " to appro- 
priate a given piece of Turkey 11 And if public opinion would . 
follow the example of private opinion by dealing with the problem^ 
on the above lines, many hard words and much hard cash would 
have been and would be saved. Just think of (he time and labour 
Lord Cromer would have saved. His “ anovoyia,” by the way r 
though excellently written in many ways, must have, I think, very 
nearly defeated its own end*, inasmuch as his very elaborate de¬ 
fence of England’s policy leading up to the occupation cannot but 
have ltd the average man, not historian, who had no idea that her 
policy ever needed defence, into inquiring more deeply into it and 
—well, I suppose he would not inquire deeper tnan a school history; 
or encyclopedia, c o that no great harm will have been done. 

Then again, if only Austria had observed the axiom I laid 
down 1 If only the English public had not been—ragged is the only 
word I ran think of—by its newspaper reporters anxious to show off 
their knowledge oI the Berlin Treaty, England would have (or once 
given the he to her calumniators on the Continent, who urge, and 
according to modern history not unjustifiably, that she is always 
ready to stand up for «nLt.Tnalioiial peace and honour, or any poor 
oppressed people, as long as it doesn't cost her anything. The 
Saturday Remew was, I think, the only paper to keep its head 
and point out the futility and bad policy of making such a fuss 
Germany is frankly materials and succeeds. France from the 
days of Victor Hugo was the friend of the downtrodden, and from 
personal experience the Frenchman is to-day the most welcome 
stranger in the East, in Greece, in Boland, in Bohemia. 

Well, well, poor Italy i« coining in lor Her share nf hard words 
and nil liecause she did not take the trouble to arm a few natives 
with rifles and patriotic principles or get up a plot to dethorne the 
Pope involving all the infidel* in Tripoli. 

I hope, Italia, that dishke ol cant may lead othtrs to express „ 
their • vmpa'h) for you h-snlcs 


The War and the Hague Conventions. 

To tiif EmroR of tiik "Times.” 

Sir,—W ill you allow a private person the u&c ol your column* 
to attempt to discharge a duty whirh all 'lie Governments of the 
world have undertaken to perform, buL v-hj*'h hitherto they have 
unaccountably neglected ? 

My only qualification fur attempting such a task is that, whereas 
they appear to halt completely forgotten lift fact that Tht Hague 
Conference ever met, I remember it 

The Powers, 43 of them. J.enl their representatives to I Tic Hague 
.u 1907 to "give ft r rtsh deve opmeut ” to ilia wmk licgun by the 
Conference of iScjip. That Conference recorded - n an Inte r - 
luttioirti Agreement the principles of equity and right on which 
arc ba.‘ed the security of States and the welfare of tht peoples” 

41 Recognizing the solidarity which unites the member* of die society 
of civilized nations ” and 14 being desirous of extending the Empire of 
law and ol strengthening the appreciation of International justice/ 
the Powers established "a Court of Arbitration accessible to all 
m the midst of the Independent Powers " for the pacific settlement 
of disputes which might hereafter arise. So impressed were they 
with Lie importance of the work they had accomplished that they 
unanimously declared it was their 41 duty " (devoir) to bnng it before 
the attention of any Powers whose dispute endangered peace. The 
text of this momentous declaration (Article 37 of 1899) is as 
follows.— 

41 The signatory Powers consider it their duty, if a serious d» j 
pute threaten to break out between two or more of them, to remind > 
these latter that the Permanent Court is open to them. Consequent- ] 
ly they declare that the fact of reminding the conflicting parties of I 
the provisions of the present Convention and the advice given to | 
them in the highest interests of peace to hafs recourse to the^ 
Permanent Court can only be regarded as friendly actions. 11 \ 

In 1907, Artide 37 became Article 48, with the following 
significant additional clause ■— 

“ In case of conflict between two Poweni one of than can ghrays 
address to the International Bureau a note containing a dedntioa 
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that it would be ready to submit the dispute to arbitration. The 
Bureau must at once inform the other Power of the declaration.” 

Such was the decision, juch was the pledge of the world in 
council, the unanimous declaration, only four years old, of the 
representatives of all the Government* which are charged with the 
control of the human race ! 

To-day we are confronted with a war actually in progress in the 
east of Kurope The papers are full of talk of intervention, mediation, 
demonstrations, and I know not what, but nobody, from China to 
Peru, appears for a single moment to have remembered the existence 
of The Hague Conventions. Neither of the disputants has appealed 
to its Tribunal, and, what is still more amazing, pot one of the 43 
contracting parties had thought it worth while to perform the “duty” 
which they undertook to discharge 111 1907. 

This is the bewildering, the stupefying fact, which will puzzle 
the future historian, and which is well calculated In dismay all those 
who believe in the ordered progress ol human society 

My purpose, however, in calling attention to The Hague Conven¬ 
tion is not to wring my hands in unavailing lament over llie apostasy 
of GovernincrL and then abandonment of the lofty principles they 
professed i t 1907 1 have a much more practical end in view. 

Every one professes to be anxious to slop the war but nutner 
of the disputants has taken the ihosl obvious method of attaining 
that desirable end May I venture to poir.t out that although 
hostilities have begun, the way ot peace is still open through the 
door of Aibitrahoa? The latter clause of Article 48 quoted above 
is conclusive cm this point This clause was added to the original 
Article 27 of the Cum union of 1899 It expressly sets forth lIiul 
M in case of a convict between two rowers" eilher of the disputants 
can always address to the International Bureau a nuie containing 
a declaration that it would be re.idy to submit to arbitration J hi 
ISnraciu must at once inform the other Bower of the declaration, 
which Bower would either have lo accept the arbitruion thus offered 
or face the responsibility for refusing to refer the merits of the cast 
to an imparL al international tnbunal, together wid, the discredit 
m,avoidably attaching to such a ufus.il 

In the present dispute, one of the disputants has prej :'jkcJ 
somewhat its own case by a precipitate appeal to the sworl But 
that fact docs not preclude it Irom appealing tn .1 more Civilized and 
more rational arbitrament Still less does it deprive the Bower 
Attacked from that appeal which the Conference expressly declared 
can 11 always 11 be anode Why, then, should either Turke) or Italy 
hesitate to appeal, under Article 48, 'Hie Hague for the settlement 
of then dispute f 

Most nf the questions m dispute, os set forth by the It than 
statement of grievance*, “arise from difference of opinion on points 
of i^ct, which the contracting Power*, Italy and Turkey included, 
deemed it expedient and desirable should be ient to an Interna¬ 
tional C01.1 mission of Inquiry in o-rier to " 'acililate a solution of 
these disputes by elucidating the facts by me9ns of an impartial and 
conscientious invev-igi*Uon 1 (.Article roi. !!>* points in dispute 
which do not corne rndu category mi£hl be referred 10 
arbitration. 

The question of the intimate ow.u.rshjp of I rijHjh is not a matter 
which Turkev or Itply can selth* Cither by wi,r nr by agreement 
bnween rhein'sclvts The ,ultuuau: ot An ? , 1 ”"; of the 

Ottoman Empire can only lie de< idcd by the Pjwers ol the European 
Conceit undt r the Trcaaes of 185!’ and 1878 

Italv, through Count Niar° find Count Bunnell*, took a leading 
pari yv framing the Conventions of lhe Hague i h»i I'Allans hav“ 
always becu faithful and rn *rgctir suppliers ol the prmr.pic of 
International arbitration It was their boast m 1 iq; that they led 
the van of the nations ir. this * ause. Despite adverse appearances, 

I -cftisr to believe that the line I tidy, which wc naw loved mid 
tv vent' for jo years, luii vanished Irom the world If the Turkish 
Government would oiTgr to submit the wli'ile dispute to arbitration 
it will be difficult hr any Italian Government under any specious 
p J ea to explain to itc own subjec ts why it ha^ not made an affirmative 
response to the offer of then adversary 

But in am case there is a plain duty before all civilized men in 
every country in the world The Hague Contentions, however much 
they may be derided and neglected, represent the aspirations of all 
that is highest and best in the human haait They also embody the 
mature resuiL of the experience and reflection of the responsible rulers 
of oil the nations in the world. They are tike millions of men and 
women 111 both hemispheres the most authorifctive expression of the 
morel conscience of mankind. 

To make war without having first invoked the aid of die 
2 machinery therein created for the avoidance of armed conflict is not 
| merely to make wat upon a single State; it is to declare war upon The 
-r Hague Conventions This forces all those whose zeal and enthusiasm 
1 gnd patient labour have built up these Conventions to resort to any 
and every lawful means at their disposal to repel the aggression and 
to punish the aggressor. If Italy were merely making war on Turkey 
for the purpose of annexing Tripoli it would be os Nothing compared 


to the war which she is waging against The Hague Conventions, with 
the certain result, that, if she succeeds, she wifi hate destroyed the J 
faith of the nations in the existence of sulH a thing a* International \ 
right, of which The Hague Tribunal is the supreme concrete 1 
embodiment. * 

The Caliph of Islam is said to be considering whether in response * * 
to this attack by a Christian Power upon the Moslem Empire in Africa f 
he ough* 10 proclaim a Jehad in deB'nce of endangered IsUm. What- j 
ever cour.c lie rnny decide upon, the* time has conic fm the pro- { 
clamution of another Holy War, waged not with cannon and bayonet, '■ 
but the as yet unused arm of the p.itilisl, the silent, persistent, but 
relentless boycott of die nation which in cynical defiance of Us own *' 
professions at The Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907 is waging 
deadly war against the principles of arbitration and of International 
justice 

It is now or never with us Wc have our bucks to the wall If 
w e surrender the Temple of Justice reared by the labour of successive 
generations into the lawless hands who are substituting international 
anarchy for International law, we shall hereafter atU nipt 111 vain to 
lay the foundations of the world's peare upon Us shattered urns. 

The Governments n| the world may forget their “duty” The 
nations have a K tlei memory. In the mune of all the high hopes 
which hailed the creation ol The Hague Tribunal we appeal, and we 
shall not iippi.il in vain, to all those in whom conscience is not finally 
extinct, to deb nr] this palladium o' the world's peace .is men fight to 
defend their fuihcil.md against an invading foe 

1 am, yours truly, 

William T Stead. 

French Pacifist Appeal. 

(From 1 hr "Times * Cork its pondkni ) 

Paris, Oitnbn is f. 

Tm- outbreak of war has luted like a bomb-shell in the con- 
srei'ul'on ol the I'auhsb haly wus such an active member of 
the last Hague Conference that he’ French Pacifist friends are 
horrified at her present action M. d'Kstoumelles dc Constant 
has addressid a fetUriothe Frcuch Prime Minister in which he 
notch that “lor several years, by vmue of one of those secret agree¬ 
ment* w bn li are still a tradition of our Republican policy, France 
ha*- encouraged the present action of Italy in Tripoli" For this 
re.ibnn and because Lhe Italian action excludes the possibility of 
an appeal to arbitration by the belligerents themselves, must France, 
nskj M c! lviLiuirnellcs ck Cumin. .t, confine herself to the rCle of 
<1 disinterested spcclaioii* He thinks that, on the contrary, it is 
rheinlcres' ot ail me Bowers to slop a war which may last for years, 
which ir.iy ultimately involve otli-r countries, and whu h may entail 
ruinous crwsi quem es for rht Italian nation He therefore appeals 
10 M ( iiiikiux to consider whether the French Government, with- 
ouL abandoning any of >ts diplomatic engagements or its attitude 
of friendliness towards Italy, could not offer its good offices to both 
parties in the scree of Article *8 of The Hague Convention of 
u)07. 


The “ Times" on Arbitration. 

October $tk. 

Wc publish this morning a resolution adopted yesterday by the 
Nation* 1 Pcai e Council and a characteristic letter on the same sub¬ 
ject from Mr VV T Stead They urge the Government to offer 
mediation. 1 ilhi r done, or ir. co-operation with other signatories of 
'I be I fay, vie Convention of 1899 and 1907, and to press upon Italy 
the submission ot her complaints and claims against Turkey to The 
Hague t iiurl or to some other method of International determina¬ 
tion Their case >* of course mainly based upon the well-known 
provisions ol the Articles in the Convention of 19c;, which they 
set out On i>apcr it looks very well, and we have no doubt 
whaLcvci hiai our Government will do whaL the French 
Government have premised M. d'Estnumelles de Corocant to do, 
and use their endeavours to promote mediation in accordance 
with the terms ol the Conventions We are as anxious os the 
National Beau* Council themselves that success may crown 
these endeavotus. We cannot, however, pretend to be very confi¬ 
dent on tile subject The articles on which the Council and Mr 
Stead rely were carefully framed so as to leave loopholes for Powers 
who may not choose in given circumstances to be bound by them 
Both ot them are qualified by the elastic phrase " so far as circums¬ 
tances allow,” to which the Council do not appear to have paid 
sufficient attention. Italy would probably reply to any indiscreet 
insistence upon her obligation to have gone to arbitration before 
she reborted to arms, or upon the rights of third Powers to tender 
their good offices without offence, that in her judgment circums¬ 
tances did not allow the one and do not allow the other Mr. 
Stud would have the other signatories coerce her into submission 
by the institution of a grand international “ boycott ,r of her trade. 
The idea is magnificent, but it is not practical politics, or even 
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comroonsense. The truth is that these and other provisions in 
Peace Conventions are only effective in a world given over to 
Rtalpolittk , if and when, the parties invoking them are able andj 
willing to assert them by armed force. They cannot in the preseqjr 
imperfect state of civilization be a substitute for that force. This, 
perhaps, is the most valuable, as it is the most direct, lesson taught 
to us and to others by events in the Mediterranean. We trust that 
it will not be thrown away upon the nation or even upon all of our 
eminent peacemakers. 


Press' Opinion. 


The "Times.” 

October 2nd. 

Irai v has raised the phantom of the Eastern question, and it 
may prove difficult tc lay. The extreme moderation of Turkish 
statesmen and the desire of many of the chief Towe»3 to conjure 
that phantom are the principal grounds for hope in a g'oomy 
situation. The Turkish Government on Saturday night issued 
another circular to the Powers. They note the existence of the 
slate of war which followed upon the Italian declaration, but 
they announce Turkey's resolve to suspend the execution of war¬ 
like measures, and the despatch of a fresh appeal to the Powers 
“in the hope that there is Hill time to Avoid war/ though they 
acknowledge that the course they are taking is against the senti¬ 
ment of the nation. No niiasures, it is [#roi la lined in an official 
communication to the Press, will be taken against Italian subjects 
or interests in Turkey until the result of this appeal is known. 
It is impossible not to recognuc both the wisdum and the courage 
which these documents display Nobody who knows Turkish 
opinion, whether amongst the advanced section of the Young 
'lurks or amongst Llic Conservative masses, can doubt that the 
easy and popular course /or the Tuikisb (lOverniiH nl to take 
would have been to meet the ftalun demands by dcbancc, and by 
resort to All hostile measures against the tens of thousands of 
Italian resident* in the Empire which the laws of war permit 
But action of that kind would have been as reckless and as unpatrio¬ 
tic as it would have been popular. The Turkish Ministers deserve 
high ciedit for the self-sacrifice with which they have postponed 
their personal ambitions and interests to what they sagaciously 
recognize as the real and abiding interests of the State How 
long they will be able to maintain their altitude in the face of such 
events as the bombardment of I’revcza remains to he seen. 

October 4th . 

There is no doubt that the Powers an* exerting themselves 111 
the cause of pence, and if only the Chauvinism or a lion of the 
Young Turk* and the fanaticism of the MAhamruadan masses can 
be restrained to the end, the Turkish statesmen may resign 
themselves to bow to the inevitable 'I he Turks have always known 
how to submit to the irresistible force without loss ol dignity. 

Ol [fiber $th 

The Italian flog will proliahly fly over Tupoli to day, .f it is not 
flying there already. No discredit tails upon the Turkish garrison or 
their commander lor this result. It was inevitable They were utterly 
outmatched and outnumbered, and they appcAr to have dune all tY at 
the honour of their flag ami their old renown 111 arms demanded of 
them. Our Rome correspondent makes some statements as to the 
attitude of Italy which should check the foolish and the interested 
rumours that have been circulated of the imminence of peace He 
assures us that no peace overtures will be even considered in Rome 
until the annexation of the vilayet is an accomplished and mi urevo 
cable fact. 'That, indeed, ha 1 ! been clear to serious observers from 
the first. Nations do not readily draw back their hand when the prey 
they seek V already within tb^r We hear from the same 

souice with more surprise, and with lather less implicit heI;rtf, ihat 
Italy now holds it to be too lat ■ to talk of coming to an .irningrment 
with her opponent on the basis of a money imh mnrty V\c rauuol 
help thinking that as a mere matter of political business the >.< >ntlii 
sion of such au arrangement, \f Tuikey would consent io it, nugtit be 
veiy much to her advantage. Over-tea expeditions are very costly 
undertakings ns she will very sc**>n find out, it she has not made 
the discovery already; arul the special condition* of Tripoli, where 
food and forage are scarce, bid fair tu make this particular expedition 
unusually expensive should it* be prolonged. We have already 
touched upon some of ihe general considerations of a political 
character winch must render 5 undesirable for her a* a Cheat Power 
to have a large proximo of her military force! indefinitely detained 
outside her own borders. It rannofc hurt her dignity or her sucepti- 
bilities to do what Austria-Hungary wisely dhl when she annexed 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. All this is so simple and so manifest that, 
despite any declarations which may be made in the flush of a first 
success, we shall not readily believe that Italian statesmen will 
“bang, bolt, and bar* the door on what may ultimately prove 
to be the readiest and the cheapest way out of a situation not 
unattended by embarrassing possibilities. 


/The TMation. 

October ph. 

The progress of the Italian adventure in Tripoli resembles .w 
execution rather than a war. From the assumption of the black 
cap to the erection of the gallows, the whole dismal procedure has 
followed its appointed time-table and prescribed routine with t. 
punctuality and an inevitability which forbids us to regard it as * 
struggle. Italy has pronounced sentence, and Turkey has been the 
victim of a superior force, which lacked nothing of judical authority 
Miv q justice it self. The nice adjustment of the prescribed delay* 
and the uneventful pauses which intervened between lire success*nv 
Btages of ultimatum, blockade, and bombardment, have 
heightened the eflsct of the parody. .One could not :all it a lynch ur 
—it has been a hanging in due form. " If we canno* think of iLilv 
as a nation which has risked life and honor in war, even less ran w< 
feel that the Turks enjoy a gallant people's compensations amid the 
miseries and losses of a forlorn hope. There is, needed, a furmi.i 
state of war, but Turkey assumes of necessity that fnmihar aunmJe 
of passivity, under which she used to be constrained 1 1 endure .1 
naval demonstration or the occupation of a customs house Her 
.shells at Tripoli fell harmless in the sea , her fleet retires the slicltei 
of the Dardanelles, her cockle-shell despatch boats on til Adrian*, 
coast submit to cap’ure or nn tnemselves aground. A sper+orl' 
so repellent and so unsoklicrly as this can Out increase the chigu 1 
with which Italy’s action is almost univci sally regal ded in Europi 
Where the disparity of force between the aggressor and the vu.nm 
so overwhelming as in this instance it is the normal checks which 
restrain a modern nation from wanton warfare are absent The riskx 
and the accidents of war Are commonly so great, even when a string 
Tower attacks a weak people, that some adequate cause is u«ua)iy 
required to bring about a breach of peace 'I o excuse the certainty 
of a slaughter of her own sons which will be nckoned at least m 
hundreds, there must be fierce passions, substan lal wrongs, or great 
stakes. Dul a war undertaken without passion or provocation, 
bcruii'ic it seemed to be freelrom r-dc and to promise profu is rht > 
gravest of all offences against the comity or nations. Jt 15 the art t t f 
a hngand who.enjoys the security of a judge 

It would he unprofitable to analyse in deta.I the sorry document 
in which Ita’y has thought fit to expose the weakness of her case. As 
one passed from the story (if Lht Italian girl who had been converted 
to Islam in Syria, to the tale of the native smugglers under the 
Italian flag who had been arrested in Arabia, and leached the climax, 
ol the wrong done to Italy in the despatch of a Turkish transport to a 
Turkish province, one only reflected that honesty, even in tins minor 
mailer, would have hern the wiser policy Italy lias resolved to take 
Tripoli because she thought that the condition o' Europe made 
a Uvcfdhle moment for the realisation of an ambition which she 
has cherished since first she became a nation and avowed with 
hardly a disguise for twenty years. If Tripoli baa nor been 
under Turkish rule a soil for her economic expansion and tiougra 
tion as frendly as she could have wished, the re.tson is only thar 
she had been at such little pains to conceal from the Turks that her 
banks and her cnugiants were the pioneers and forerunners >( a poli¬ 
tical conquest Her procedure differs vitally ui form from dial which 
we and the French have followed in othei regions of North Africa, 
but its motive and its outcome arc substantially the same. A stafe 
uf pacifir penetration preceded the occupation of Egypt and Morocco 
The entry of France and British capital was sufficiently gradual and 
sufficiently hesitating to provoke resistance We could point to tjhu 
massacre at Alexandria m the French could use the murders at 
Casablanca as a pretext for entry. The authority o» the Khedive 
in Egypt and the Sultan in Morocco hod become shadowy and 
inefleclive, wheieiw the prestige of die Turks stood unchallenged 
in Tripoli There was rebellion in Egypt and civil war in Morocco 
to excuse intervention. In Tripoli, under a Government which 
was certainly defective and unprogressive, ouUurd order was seldom 
troubled. These are diffen-nces which make the Italian aggression 
incomparably more brutal and more wanton than any previous 
u inquest in North Africa France went originally to Algiers to 
destroy a nest ol pirates. Italy has assailed a Power which ranks 
among rmli/cd nations and its struggling with doubtful omens to¬ 
wards ordered liberty. But the fact remains that ihednvwgJiJrre 
in this violent expansion is the same which carried our troops 
to Cairo and the French army to Fez. The last and (be WV&t of 
these adventures is possible only because of the precedents which 
went before iL * 

The problem which Italy has made for a Europe that has lost 
all seiv»e of i ihesion is too urgent to permit of much indulgcm? in 
academic reflection. 11 presents itself as a grievous dilemma. If, on 
the one hand, Turkey shuuld decline compromise and trust to the 
Arabs and her feeble garri wn to make the Italian occupation of the 
interior dangerous and difficult, the war will be protracted. Italy will 
be .templed to strike sonic blow nearer'the heart of the Empire and 
no pressure will fvajl to restrain,.the Balkan states from ttXThg * 
advantage of Turkish weakness. If on the dfcher hiSd) TWtey, with 
such dignity of resignation as she can command! accepts the inevitable 
and surrenders Tripoli at a price, we must reckon on internal Unrest 
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which will be scarcely less dangerous than war. The Balkan Powers 
and the non-Turkish races have witnessed the present impotence of a 
concert, which in the past had always been weak for reform but strong 
to maintain the status quo The eflects of such a shock to public 
confidence may be felt long after the original disturbance has .subsided. 
A State unprepared to seize die occasion now may argue that a 
Europe so weak to-day will hardly be stronger next Spring. The. 
Turks will he au&risjngljr wise and more Christian than the whole 
of Christendom if they avoid the temptation In make their yoke 
heavier and jjhelr back stitfcf m dealing with races and state* which 
lack a navy. The impulse to take some action which iray 
restore their prestige, and the desire to prove that their ar >y at 
taist ib not tube despised, may deflect their policy, already s< I'lciently 
chauvinistic, for years to come I&ly inay indeed contr.ve to 1mm 
her concern to Tripoli but for the rest of Europe, and above all, for 
the Balkan peoples, ner egoism may have started l tapriuum mubtlt 
of mi^hic/s. 



“Truth” ' " " 

(J 'lober 4th. 

Tu toe obsei .ations of neighbouring nations on the 

ltaliaii adventure in Tnpoli is like hearing a parly of 1 idles with 
,i pa^r discussing the conduct of some damsel tiho 'ias lapsed 
iron virtue It ui truly edifying to note 'he uplifting of hands 
and eyebrows, the holding of fans before blnshinj checks, the 
various expressions of shocked sensibibties in F ance, Kurland, 
fGermany and AnsLua, and I dare s»y dsu in hiuin, Russia and 
Japan. Dm as a matter of justice it is as well lo reflect thu Italy 
has done little or nothing more ’ban they hate all done m their 
nme, and would probably have done this lime if they had been 
,n her place Tu say this is nor io extenuate the conduct of the 
Italian Government As one sanctimonious G joivui critic observer 
the providing is “ Vut.il " Hu' as corupai>''d «nii mailv of the 
precedents, its peculiar brutality is more a matLu of foim ih.in of 
.substance a breach uf the standard uf gentleman 1> nuiimra by 
whiLh international brigandage is nowadays regulated - and the 
act itself is most certainly Lhe direct outcome of the rercrit 
proceedings of the various neighbours who are so lembly shurxoi 
by ii 

Since she became a European power Jtdy has always chcrisuccJ 
and avowed amhdions m regard to the southern slime of I he 
Mediterranean It was a grievous disappointment to her wh-n the 
French absorbed 'funis, and her acquicsi ence in that move wa^ 
only given grudgingly and ol necessity From that dale there 
has been a sort of rant understanding that she hud » reversionary 
interest m 1 ripnii, expectant upon the demise ol ihe sick 'nan ai 
Constantinople, and she Im acquired by the moveimnt and 
enterprise ol private citizens interests n ( the ‘ irnU.y grt liter than 
those of France, much hss Germany, uj Vorooo Nevertheless, 

has hjd to look on while lvjqit has jrauuahy fallen undei the 
thumb r ,r England and wmle France lias extonoui her North 
African cm pin to me shores of the VtlaiLc J’wo years ago she 
•'aw the Austrian ncrupaLimi of two iurki&li provinces converted 
into a formal annexalari, Germany aid mg anJ . helling, in defiance 
cf treaty engageir aits >‘*'th the other Great j uwei* and wilhmit 
even a pme-v'e of asking ttu.li assent ft i* nor surprising tlul 
hc r statesmen should have thought that ihc imp end concluMor. 

of the Moroc:o agrcen.cnf between 1 'run ft a;.d Germanv of ft 
as guod an * ppurtunity as was likely to nc'ui ol making ^uu*! 
an Italian footing in Tripoli With tlu us»op of Monaco 

hefor* Jieir eves, they ■■ ell have ft'resua that On many, 

having relinquished her chi *is on that country might turn nrr 

fttit'Miiun in Tr.uoh, and iIju n would iot take long frw 

xhe active and enterprising Teuton to csiablisn Ingres's in thit 
country which, uad^r the luendship ol ihu Suhon, auuhL dcvcop 
with aatonisning ip^ed If a German company nn # .n 'smo 
to Tnpoh wit 11 a concession from Constantinople it would be 
good-bye to all Italy i reversionary estate la that com. try .She 

Would have then to deal with Berlin, not with ( onsrai'tinople 
Thai vs the lesson uf Agadir for Italian statesman They lud fur■ her 
l>cforc their *7r-s the lesson o* Basina and Ifcuegovma, ramely, 
that if you sot your way *o lop a province oft the Ottoman Euioirr 
wit ho u* - an 1 / other power interfering, you ar® justified ir. lopping 
without any reference to the views rf other people The Italians 
arc n^t a slow-witted people. They have had a senes of object 
lessons and Lheir statesmen appear to have profiled by them. As a 
ujAttoi cf practical politics and setting ethu s aside, 1 should say 
they were wise in deciding that if Tnpoli was ever to lie absorbed 
without serious risk of trouble with other Powers the present is the 
lime for setting about k 

The outburst of virtuous indignation with which the coup has 
been received north of the Alps has evidently been inspired less by 
conscious rectitude than by selfish apprehensions regarding the 
consequences. It is is not easy to see, however, what the other 
nations are afraid of. France has certainly no ground for alarm, 
and, with her jaws closing on Morocco, she might have had the 


decent y to keep silence about the propriety of her neighbour's 
conduct in Tripoli. For Germany, who has been nursing her 
influence at Constantinople lor years and cultivating the part of friend 
and protector of Turkey, it is no doubt inconvenient that a member 
of the Triple Alliance should proceed to lay hands by fence on 
a large slice of the Sultan's dominions It is always inconvenient 
when two parties, with both of whom you want to be on good 
termfall out with one another; but the consequences in this 
case do not appear to amount to more than temporary incon¬ 
venience. The position of this country in the affair is much the 
same, with the additional element that |we are specially interested 
in the effect of the incident upon our numerous Muhammadan 
subjects and upon our quasi-subjects in Egypt This point is repre¬ 
sented in the press as one of most serious import to us But for 
the List fivc-and twenty years our Muhammadan subjects have never 
bad any reason to suppose that we have undertaken to champion the 
Sultan of Turkey against all uimere, and we on our shIl have 
no reason to suppose that they except tnis of us A good many 
slires have btvn lopped off the Ottoman Empire since 1877 without 
any protest 011 our part .mil withoul Any visible effect upon our 
Muhammadan subjeds It is difficult to suppose that the Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful 1, vuwed today m the Oriental world as 
he was half a century ,1^0, and since Ihe fast revolution ut (‘onston- 
l noplc he has certainly fallen into conLcmpt among a good 
many of his own Mussulman subjects, if not among ours. As for 
Fgpyt, no t£gypuan of tin; present generation can seriously regard 
himself as a subject of the Sultan, and after the Egyptians have 
seen then own country occupied by British troops, and Algiers, 
Tunis and Morocco successively swallowed up by France, Jt is 
difficult to understand why the equanimity or the Egyptians should 
be disturbed by the hoisting of the Italian flag in Tripoli. 

As usual British journalists me engaged in painting the situation 
in'he most bird colour 1 Thi public is given to understand that 
not only lus a blow bten ‘itiuck » huh shakes international inoraliLy 
tn 11s foundations, but th.i* lhe whole Eastern Question has been 
mjpmcd, that All the Gica* Bowers are in danger of being set by the 
ears and that we must arm ourselves ard prepare for the Armaged¬ 
don ,n long foretold by the prophet'.. No one who knows what 
he us talking about will deny Lhat there is an element of danger for 
the rest ol Europe in any ini idem whirh affects the mtergnty of 
what is left of the Ottoman Empire. But when the present situation 
is esammed r &tionally, ■' appears that the danger chiefly depends 
upor what happens ai G^nslanUnuple and what the Turks may do 
in lace of this unespeeied and unprovoked attack upon them. If 
they follow ihe fashionable doctrine ol international poll Lies they 
wih demand “compensation,’ as Germany demanded compensation 
lor the occupation of Fez by the French and if they want to make 
themselves particularly unpleasant ami if their domcsLic situation 
allows of ’heir doing so, they might follow the example of the 
Italians themselves by staking compensation from the nearest 
neighbour whom they Irel they < an .truck successfully—for example 
by tak'iy ,1 juovmre from Greet e But there are a good many ifs 
hur Of course, there n also a pc stability that claims for “ com¬ 
pensation * may Dr put forward from other directions A good 
manv of Tur?*ry\ neighbours regard then 1 selves as having rever- 
sioimiy .ntertsts ill her estates besides Italy— Russia, town, and the 
various Balkan States It is open to any t f them lo suggest that 
as one reversioner has arluipaled the demise of the tenant for 
1 fe and taken possession of his inheritance, others may as well 
uu the same In this way the whole Eastern Question may be 
reopened Hut -.Iicm: fire mere visionary possibilities. Austria, 
Geimxny «nd Russia between ihcin can eisdy keep the Balkan 
States in orrfoi d ihey have lhe will, and there is no reason to doubt 
that the} have *t As for Turkey, Tripoli is of no more value to 
bn than 11 is u* Italy -probably less. Her interest is tn acquiesce 
in wlmt she cannot prevent, and to all appearance h«r Government 
is d sposed lo do unless it is carried off its legs by some outbreak 
of M us sal man fanaticism Failing any unfortunate development 
in 'hat direction, die solution of the difficulty wil 1 probably be found 
iri some conventional arrangement which will save the face of the 
Sublime Forte and giw the Italians ihe practical footing m Tripoli 
which rhev demand. It is the business of our own and other 
Governments concerned Lu labour .'jr some such result, and they 
ought tn be able between them r o bnng it about In that case 
A?maguldon will have to be postponed again. 

Ill the meantime, the less smd north of Ihe Alps alxmL the 
moral aspect o»* the affair the belter If it were necessary lhat 
judgment should be pronounced upon Italy, this might be done 
at Berne or The Hague hy a commiltte of the minor States of 
Europe Assuredly no Great Power should have a voice in that 
judgment But it is only fair to reflect lhat if Italy had consulted 
her neighbours hefore taking any action she would have thrown an 
apple of discord into their midst, creating a much greater inter¬ 
national difficulty ihan exists- at present, and very possibly not 
geuing what she wanted in lhe end. From her own point of view 
she was certainly wiser in acting on the principle of “ L Italia 
fare da sc, M and it is a question whether the other VoweTs ought not 

* 
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to be grateful to her for presenting them with a fait accompli (more 
or less) and leaving them to, make the best they can of it. 

—Sautotor 

4 - 

The " Spectator/' 

September jOtlt 

IfAUr hopes by means of ht.r Navy to uolate the war, if the 
Turks should resist, by preventing Turkish troop* from being sent 
to Tripoli; but we need hardly say that if tin. Turks entered upon 
a war at all they would not foil hi with this idea of restricting it to 
plaos which suited the convenience of their enemy Reprisals 
would be taken against Italians throughout Turkey, and u boycott 
of Italian commerce—a form of retahution at which the Turks arc 
becoming considerable adepts—would no doubt be energetically 
practised. So far as we ran learn,/In number of regular Turkish 
troops hi Tripoli l, something over twenty thousand But the most 
serious trouble in the long run might come from the native popula¬ 
tion, above all from the Senussi. liven if the Turkish Government 
thougJiL a struggle hopeless and abandoned the attempt to hold 
Tri|F)li, they might determine to pull the whole fabric of European 
stahiIny to pieces Tins they could do by seizing Greek territory. 
Sue h an act would be the signal for all the Balkan peoples to stand 
to amis, and no one know? what might follow The Turks, wu may 
be sure, will not hr pushed out of their empire piece by piece 
without knowing the reason why. As for Italy, her troubles 
in 'Tripoli might outlast by years an official Turkish resistance 
When Bosnia was handed over to Austria Hungary by the Treaty 
Ol Berlin, the \ustrians had to suppress a protracted rising against 
thtir rule, m spite of the fmt that they had the formal sanction 
of thu Sultan The past history of Italy in relation f o 'Turkey 
in no way pre]wired Europe for Lhc present crisis When the 
Treaty of Berlin was being negotiated, Beat onsfield and Bismarck 
offered Italy the island of Mytilcnr, Tunis and Tripoli Italy 
dei lined, saving through her representative, if tradiLion speaks 
truly, that she desired to keep her hands “ unsoilcd ” In i88i, 
again, she would not take the .action m Egypt which was suggested 
to her. Even in 1890 Italy did nut object when Great Britain and 
Franco absorbed Lhc huHciland of'Tripoli We do not, of course, 
mean that Italy, as he r interests and her strength grow, should not 
e\h nd her influent i and exact jtisi tri ament for her nationals In 
that n-spcct Italians would enjoy her.* all the sympathy which 
springs from the ancient British affection frr the ir toun'ry. But 
Italy knew the inestimable advantage of being helped and encouraged 
by stronger Towers when she was puking out her own feeble stems in 
the way of freedom and independence. Wc deeply regret that the 
Young Turks, who in spite ot all their faults, provide the only 
feasible government for Turkey at this time, should nut be allowed 
a reasonable opportunity to win their way through, if they ran, 
to a lietter and wiser system of government. Turkey ought to 
be most carefully maintained in her prestige because she is the 
hub of a wheel, and if this hub is smashed the spnki> fall into one 
knows not what confusion 

ft must nut be supposed that the perilous rnsis which Italy has 
precipitated by her action in respect of Tripoli is du»' to a sudden 
outburst over a suddenly discovered grievance The complaints 
of Italians against the treatment they have received in Tripoli from 
the local Turkish authorities arc ot long standing and are genuine 
enough At the same time it is safe to say that if Germany had 
not sent her ships tn Agadir and if, to look further back, Austria 
Hungary had not annexed Bosnia ana Herzegovina, Italy would 
not now be threatening intervention m Tripoli and holding tfu 
peace of the world up to auction. Violent and provocative methods 
become on inevitable part of diplomacy when the tone of 
international dealings lias become so forced and recklcrs that 
quiet and simple methods no 'onger appeal with the necessary 
Urgency Diplomacy in tlies« circumstances is like the conversation 
of people who shout at one onolhci louder and lou ler in order 
to make themselves he.ud When :he public law <y Europe 
wan violated m mo* we feared ihit there would bv many 
and various consequences of a very undesirable kind. aifium 
in Morocco and Tripoli are instances ol the new spirit of im¬ 
patience and wuul of consideration, and we fear that there 
are more examples to come. The Italian Government bas 
succeeded in imposing a very efficient censorship on news during 
the last few days ; so efficient, indeed, has it been in serving 
its purposes That the only English trmmenLs which appear to 
have reached Itahan readers art in praise ol a strong anti-Turkish 
|iolicy If such praise has been expressed hue we have missed 
it. The general feeling, winch we sincerely share, is unques¬ 
tionably one of deep regret that Italy has rushed into a position 
from which escape may be impossible extqil by war. And this 
regret is based largely on a real sympathy and friendship for 
Italy, because no one here who has seriously thought the matter 
over can persuade himself that Italy, if committed to a military 
occupation of Tripoli, stands to gain anything at all proportionate 
to the expenditure, the sacrifice of lives, and the anxiety ui which 
she will be involved. 

r 
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In writing of the Morocco negotiations we hare said more than 
wire lately that when Germany and France had settled their 
differences the demands of Spain and Italy would be announced. 
Germany, absorbed in her negotiations with France, appears to have 
ignored the possibility that Italy’s plan of action would not have 
direct reference to Morocco, but take shape in a country which raises 
most embarrassing questions for Germany. But for her absorption 
in the Morocco business, Germany might well have remembered 
that last winter and again during the past summer Italy requested 
Turkey in the plainest terms to cea.sc putting hindrances in the way 
of Italian commercial enterprises in Tripoli. The Turkish answers 
adopted Lhc traditional vagueness of the Poitc, and now Italy, profit¬ 
ing by the German example in diplomacy, has lost her judgment 
and embarked upon a course which of all possible courses Germany 
would have wished her to avoid Germany must choose between 
her ally and the nation whose friendship she has assiduously 
cultivated in and r.ut of season She cannot be frankly favourable 
to both , the only possible third course is n weak and equivocal 
shuffle which will neither retain for hci in Italy the feelings which 
one ally ought to have for another, nor save for her m the eyes of 
the Turks Lhe refutation of being the best of Turkish patrons and 
the true champion of the Moslem world Whatever Germany does 
she will not be doiri,; good business It is Nemesis. The country 
whose ship still lies at Agadir has not a vestige of moral cogency in 
arguing that Italy nugli* not to send ships to Tripoli. Italy knows 
this, she knows that Ger.nany cannot possibly reprove her. As 
for the Young Turks, they arc aUo put in a position of considerable 
embarrassment The one country lu which they should be able 
to appeal with confidence—Germany— is the ally of Italy, and can 
do practically nothing for them Great Britain in any ca^e has 
no ground for mtti faring, and can do little but show in a general 
way that her greatest interest, now as ahvay-., is pence , that she has 
no desire to fish in Troubled waters, and that she deplores all acts 
which upscl Lhe stafn\ quo Of course if there should be war it would 
be impossible to say how man) sleeping dogs would not be stirred. In 
the present stale of Europe, Turkey is the pivot of peace in the 
Balkans II wi wished well to Big Young Turk rdftmc for no other 
reason wc should wish it for this reason, Lhnl the existence of 
a reasonably stable* IVkey prevents the beginning of a general 
scramble To attack Turkey is to injure the symbol of Balkan 
pence -to lav hands, as it were, on the Ark or the Covenant 
Punishment is bound to follow and will involve many innocent 
persons Greece, restless, ambitious and rather weakly vainglorious, 
will want to snatch whatever she can as the scene falls about her 
w? We have always desired that Greece should have Crete, bui 
we should not wish to see her grab it ui such circumstances Turkey 
herself, well knowing the value of putting herself where she has to 
\*i bought out by the Powers which protect Christian populations, 
would occupy Greek territory, say Thessaly or Epirus; lhe Bulgars 
could scarcely be restrained from rushing into Macedonia , Austr.a 
has too many ungtalified ambitions to stand still while anyone 
else blocked her way to Salonika, and where Austria stepped 
in there Russia would be almost bound tc^fbllow Apart from 
the mad rush in arms m Europe thr* occupation by a Christian 
Power of a Muhammadan country would cause a ferment from 
one end of Islam io the other If ever Armageddon comes 
a Turkish war might well be the beginning of it. 

The Young Turks are probably sensible cn,.ugh not to refuse, 
some concisions to Italy, but the fact cannot bo insisted on too 
strongly tli it the Turks are a military people, and would not dream of 
swallowing anything that cojld be mlcrpri ted as an upfront. In the 
lost ftw years their authority in Tripoli has actually incieased, they 
have st i:t exploring parties far into die intenoi, and it would be futile 
to ovc: look their desire to nave a share in the development of 
Nortliun Africa. They have been encouraged by the attitude of 
the Si iiu«*i ( those anii-forcign Moslem puns!? who by recognizing 
Turkish rule have greatly simplified the work of Turkey in Tripoli. 
'The Turks, o» course, fae.l quite differently about Tripoli and Turns, 
the latter country h slipped from their grasp ui all but name, but 
Tripoli is a genuine Turkish possession. Ever since the military 
party got the upper hand in reformed Turkey the Italians have been 
deeply mistrusted m Tripoli. The local authorities have so far as 
possible pi evented Italian* ftom starling new commercial enterprises 
and from renting land. If Italy simply demanded that these 
grievance* should be redressed—in other words, that the Turks 
should not discriminate against Italians in any way and that com¬ 
mercial opportunities should be the same for all—we should heartily 
sympathize with her. It is because she threatens war without any 
attempt to state her grievances precisely and ask for precise remedies 
that we are filled with misgiving. A military adventure in Tripoli 
would cost Italy many millions of pounds, and returns would scarcely 
be as many thousand? It is tnje that she can prevent fresh Turkish 
troops from coming by sea, thanks to her vastly superior naval 
strergth, but she would still have to get herself accepted, *o to 
spade, by the native population in an extraordinarily difficult country 
—a country that is almost without water and without roads. In the 
interior the way is blocked by hills with narrow panes that are 
capable of prolonged and easy defence. A determined and decently 
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trmd population would give the Italian troops an enormous amount 
of trouble. The denussi alone, perhaps would harass them for years 
after the regular Turkish troops had been disposed of. We earnestly 
trust, for all the reasons we hgve mentioned, that Italy and^ Turkey 
may at the last moment be able to come to terms, and that Germany, 
although she has tied her own hands, may somehow be able to play 
the part of honest broker between them. 


“M. A. P." 

The Turcotripolitalianic—my own word—the Turcotripolitalianic 
trouble leaves me as cold as the many unfortunate men, women and 
children who will shortly lie dead unless the devil can be driven from 
the breasts of European diplomatists^ 

Some strict people seem to imagine that Italy lias been guilty 
of some particularly heinous crime because she 1ms gulped down 
Tripoli at one mouthful These moralists do not mind a country 
devouring new territory provided that the appropriating is done 
slowly, as in Egypt. Now 

It may be rude 
To bolt your food, 

but if the luod is stolen from your neighbour, it really dots not matter 
whether you munch it or swallow it, always assuming tint you do not 
choke. 

The conquest of Tripoli by Italy is really no worse than the 
conquest ot Korea by Japan, or of Egypt by Great Britain, or of 
Morocco by Franrr, or of Bosnia by Austnu My only hope is that 
the Republic of Hayti sv.il not be tempted by these precedents to 
annex the Isles of Wight. I mention this misgiving because the 
licatmtvil of Jack Johnson by the Rev. F B Meyer assuredly affords 
aclcai casus belli- -whn*h means e\cusi for bullcH—to the civilising 
statesmen of the Black Republic 

If I were the Poet Dante, I should not hesitate to employ my 
literary facilities by consigning the Italian Cabinet to Lht depths ol 
the Inferno, where I would have these gentlemen eirtur roasted head 
downwards with their toes twiddling in thi air, cn packed bl:., 
Australian mutton in chests ol chilly ice, or tunud into tree* wit i 
blood for sap arid tears for dew—preferably gooseberry bushes 

Italy is a land of artists, and pci haps Lhe most xsthebe touch 
in her case against Turkey is the sad narrative of the young It il.an 
r 'irl, Giulia Eran/oni, aged sixteen, who wa^ forcibly '(invi rted to 
?slam and married to a Mussalman. When I heard that Tripoli was 
to Ik, '.fitted, I fell assured that there would be somewhe i or oth-i 
a lady in the case 

Italy, and especially 'icily, fiorn which plviu island she drew 
her FuicJgn Secretary, is a good judg.i of v science Whaieu r irregu¬ 
larities may stain the innocent annals >f ’ht H.uUry Stales, -t is 
cer'Jiin that the vendettas of Naples and S.cily continue to be a 
disgrace to Europe and Lo the Government which dar^s not supprtss 
them, Theie is such a thing as civilisation, hk j • hanty, begmnmg 
at home. 

The sad i^asc of Oil In Franzom, * ho foi ill m* know may bt 
iivuia in goal content with her hmband, ib barked h> the lonipUint 
that the authorit-ts in Tripoli refuse i*' hono'v moiiu, from Italy fin 
wireless telegraphy .*nd railway cunslrc Mioii This subtle agination 
of maiden virtue with Marronigra naplmnctics- ; tiothcr new wonl- 
Bhnwsthattht genius ot Machiav 111 still snntniahs in the Vmhnai. 
groves. I remember a time *h<o Lord Halsuur, ai.d Sir Fredcr.cK 
Banbury declined to allow trams to cross thr* bnrlgi at Westminster, 
and I cannot conceive why Italy did not th«" ^’P in tu 
Camberwell. Bduersea is just ‘he n i) plat- *or a br nilmlnicnt. 
In that noble suburb you cannot avoid MIiph non <.-jmbaUnls — 
Mr. Bum., doc* ik every day 

Italy’s pathetic desire to confer the inustnffAiile boon of "■ reless 
telegraphy on the d<sirt tribes of Berbtrn strikes me yj» hen.g tnc 
more unselfish, because, judging from all the Lcxtbnoas tnrre is 
x>»> country m Europe that might more suitably than Italy unvote 
a little of its surplus rapilal to it* own impoxer.shttl provinces 

Heic is a description of lady by Dr Theodore Fisuier, taken 
from "he International Geography .— 

Agriculture no logger stand* at its fonner high level. Thu ij r *teni of large 
states and die prevalence of malaria renders great area* of lhe must fertile land 
mptoduetivg. la some province* only r8 per tent of me land is under raltiva- 
don. and the average for the whole country is 37 per cent., while only n percent. 
ftgi he considered as naturally unproductive. Cattle breeding is in a Soil worse 
position. Italy u poor in live stock, ai.d it is only m the north, especially in 
Lombardy, that cattle are profitably kept for boiler and cheoe. 

There is a certain grim humour about this policy of financing 
wireless telegraphy in Tripoli while a third of Italia herself lies 
fallow. 

] note one other fact that illustrates how disinterested is the 
Italian Government. In the last year of which I have record, the 
debt of Italy rose from 531 millions to 539 raiUions-iftn increase of 
£g 000,000. The new method of saving money is to start a war 


whenever you find it difficult to pay your way in time of peace. 
War is so economical—like a prize fight at EarPs Court. 

Perhaps the prettiest incident so far has been the seizure by 
Italy ol some harmless Tripolitan fishermen on the ground that they 
were spies The fishermen had the audacity to deny the charge, 
adding that they did not c.ire who governed them if only they might 
lie left alone to do then fishing in peace Men so indifferent to 
wirclt*-; telegraphy will, I suppose, be shot at sight. 

What doubtless angers Italy is the monstrous suggestion that 
perhaps Tripoli may not “ belong n in any real sense either to her or 
to Turkey or to any outside Power 'Ine people who own a country 
are ala ays fundamentally the people who live there, and perhaps 
Italy will one day discover that even aTnjiolitan may have his own 
ideas about the people who shouldgovern him. 

It is useless foi me to speculate upon the question how far the 
conflagration will spread J will he content with mentioning one or 
twopossibiht.es If we assume ihftt Italy only wants Inpoli and 
that the war will be confined to that object, then, of course, the 
situation is fairly simple. 'Turkey has no navy and she must pay 
tlie penalty. 

But there is also the Balkan Peninsula U) be considered. The ; 
Queen of Italy is a Montenegrin Princess Her august father ha 3 ^ 

Hist assumed the title of King and for years past he has hankered ’ 
after carving out of ihr OtLOman Empire a greater Montenegro— 
witness rcient incidents on the frontier 

Again, we have Bulgaria, armed to Lht* teeth, and panting to 
“ liberate,” which means to annex, Macedonia, a territory long 
drenched with Christian blood Senna, too, when she is not engaged 
upon the fascinating task of changing her dynasty, by the simple 
process of assassination, has as pirations for a Serbian Empire. 

Even Greece has little grudge, while Austria is always leady 
for a second helping, whenever the plate is handed round Russia 
is moderate in her aims She only wants ( onstantmople and the 
Ik rdanclles Moreover, Gc*n.,:iny will be quite content with Asia 
Minor, Palestine and the Garden nr Ed J11—otherwise, “that blessed 
word, Mesopotamia " 

It is, perhaps, no wonder that Sir Edward Grey, after a busy 
Saliiiduy at die Foreign Office, lett London for a quiet week-end 
I should have done the samt myself. 


The “ Saturday Review." 

September joth 

Nn vMjMfK do the Powers appear to be emerging from the 
Moorish wood than they find themselves involved 111 the Tripolitan 
jungle, and ol ah the European States, we have least cause to be 
pleased with this new menace to peace. Ignorance can hardly go 
fmthcr 1 ban it docs in certain German prints who see our hand 
m the Italian inuve 1 No country of all concerned runs more risk 
than ourselves ol untoward resu’ts from this most sinister proceed¬ 
ing. The letter of the distinguished Muhammadan jurist Syed 
Amir All, a number of the Judicial Committee, explains to those 
who did not recognise it already the grave dangers thAt may result 7 
tn all Powers with Muhammadan subject, and especially to those 
wlh large spheres of interest in North Africa. This is of extreme 
import both to France and ourselves We both Imve vast tracts in 
that region undei our rontrol, but the numbers or our Muhammadan 
lULjpcts throughout the world much exceed those of any other Powei. 
To Fran* k and ourselves the results may be incalculably Lroublo- 
somc and seiious if anyth n£ like a Holy War were to break out in 
North Africa It u nut possible to say how far such a conflagiation 
might spread or how far it might affect our rule In India if we were 
to gjl the Lredit of approving Italian action or if we were merely t 
to appear a> tne complacent abettors of the spoliation of Turkey 
Unfortunately our influence in Constantinople being now a 
negligible quantity we can do nothing to allay discord Germany 
r. lot c can sjy a word in season, but it does not appear lliat her 
mediation :s the least likely to have any satisfactory rr^ulf. Italy 
is resolved to assume at once a Protectorate over 1 npoli No doubt 
she has been pre|iaring for a long time and is adequately equipped 
to carry out the enterprise For the r( st of the world it would seem 
that cither her success or failure maybe equally disastrous Ger¬ 
many, however, is undoubtedly not very well qualified morally to 
ask her to stay her hand, lor it was German policy that especially 
encouraged her to look to 'Tripoli for compensation when 1 'rance 
hod gone to Tunis and indeed earlier As long ago as 1S66 
Bismarck a as whispenng that Italy might hope for a Mediterrean 
Empire and Mazzim suggested it even before Italy existed at all. 
For at least ten years Frame has formally sanctioned Italian ambi¬ 
tions in Tripoli The original arrangement was made in December 
1 goo and the whole thing was made definite and precise m Novem¬ 
ber 1902, the map annexed to the Anglo-French Treaty of 1899 be¬ 
ing aptiealed to as fixing the boundaries between Tunisian and Tri¬ 
politan territory. All this was certainly not done without our know¬ 
ledge and acquiescence for our relations with Italy in the Mediter- 
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randan have long been regulated by friendly agreement. Though 
; the Italian runp is very annoying both for France and ourselves 
I Ihtere is no chance of our interfering usefully. It may be plausibly 
\ argued that to enforce her claims Italy had to act soon and l!>e 
practical acquisition of Morocco by France naturally set the pa< <\ 
The Italian ultimatum offere no such serious grounds of complaint 
a* to justify the forcible appropriation of a Turkish province Hut 
an> allegation agrves when aggression is determined upon It may 
well he that Turkish officialism has been dilatory and aggravating— 
as it invariably is—but the only possible excuse for the Italian 
Government h that the question lias really become a national one, 
or has been made so, and mat no Ministry rould withstand the 
national demand. There is apparently sohx* substance in this 
excuse, but it must be uid that Italy has pro* ended in thi most 
inconsiderate way botff to her allies and bei fronds They have 
had no chance of helping her to remedy her grievances by puLmg 
pressure on Turkey. They are fared with what is practically a put 
attnmpii and left to lake the consequences so far as they may 
concern thenmlvcs, which they may well do to a most disquieting 
degree 



“ Capital" 

Tub war between Turkiy and Italy is still proceeding but 
qua war it cannot l>e said to lie violently r.xi iting. It is all 
bluster on one sidi , all protest on the other ; there have been no 
pitched battles on land or sea, nothing indeed to employ the lurid 
pen of the War Correspondent Italy is in possession of Tripoli, 
which she means to keep ujhil what may The Turks and their 
friends declare she is a brigand who has taken booty whit li can do 
her noLhing but harm Then why not 1< l her rip i She is 
solemnly Lold that Tripoli, even with Benghazi, is of very doubtful 
value Tripoli itself is large l> desert, interspersed with chains or 

oases, Benghazi (Harkit), the Eastern Province, is in part very 
fertile, but there has been considerable immigration of late years of 
Mussalm&ns from European T urkey and Crete, and there t annul be 
much land open for Italian Colonists. Minerals sue always pro 
hlcmatiral in value, and it is not clear that the country is rich in 
them It would be far more profitable, it is urged, for Italy to 
colonise the large estates in Sicily and her Southern Province', with 
returned emigrants from Argentina. If all this be true then Italy 
is in for what some people call poetir. justu e, which should be a 
great consolation to her Indian Muhammadan hater-, who are praying 
the heavens to open and shower fire and brimstone on her ugly head. 

It is astonishing the amount of cant and humbug people will 
say and write about an action they dislike, taken by a person they 
suspect The wnters and speakers who are howling d Italy for her 
aggression in Tripoli arc the very ones who justify the Pnii3h 
occupation of Egypt after the failure of poor • Id Amhi Pasha, 
who has just been gathered to Im lathers And yet tie 

provocation for the Utter act was hardly so strong an that 
for the found. It is universally admitted that -uncc the 
Berlin CongrehS there has been a uui understanding .inning 
the Powers that in the incvitahle bleak up of the Turkish empire 
Italy was to gel Tripoli Hut for that understanding the replies 
of the lowers to the Porte's pi otest against the Italian occupation 
Tripoli would not be so utterly insniti.n in Router rc|>orls 
them. We have therefore to fare lhe proposition that Italy has 
hod n reversionary right in Tripoli for nearly thirty years, during 
which the l inks have done their utmost to nab Italian interests 
in the country nnd make lhe lives of Italian residents u misery 
Smce the advent of the Voung Turks to jrower tins i^rsei uliun 
has been emphasised until Italy’s patience was exhausted ind she 
resolved to end it by pushing out the Turks Is not that die story 
01 every conquest since the dawn of civilisation? During the week 
Reuter regained his grasp ot borne politic-, and sent us many 
interesting cablegrams ol mu< h more . nns.:qui net* than all the 
fiddle-faddle about the Mahainmadan jehad npunst Italy 

Fl‘<mb>iv />. 7 < 


At ft public meeting ot Muhammadan*, held Iftsl week iindei 
the auspices n! the Ajuman-i Islam ol Bombay. Sis Curnmbhuy 
Ebiahim presided, and Mi Ibrahim Uahimotullah, another pmmincnt 
Khoja merchant, took a prominent part I.i fot, the mcrelmg 
gaim*tl distinction rnnn the proem c ot wealthy Khutot and Borahs, 
who really dominated itu pruomlings 1 V 11 it not in Gath these 
gentlemen I along to the Shut jcu i f Is km ism and in udtnary 
circumstances love the Sunnis, whose hhtkfis the Sultan of Turkey, 
hs much as ibe devil loves hoi, water zY. curd’iig to :lic news- 
pajHT report, a resolution tr, K vcot; Italian goods* was carried 
amid great enthusiasm Oni <%nuahU ^yed calk'd Aser —Lhe name 
Ji ominous—said that there wen- seven rrotos o r Yiafomnimdans in 
India and assuming that they Italian goods costing only one 
rupee per head per annum, the boycott would .nean a g»x>d deal, 
and so it would 


In the ('hurklu and Jackeria musjid there are scores of 
Muhammadan importer* or Italian stores, and I wonder if 
religious fanaticism will blind them to their own wordly interests * 
I heard it wickedly suggested that Sir Cimmbhov Ebrahim’s 


chief interest in promoting the Italian boycott was to stop the export 
of raw cotton to Itlay and thus leave more for the local mills to secure 
at a low price Of course, I scouted the base insinuation as soon 
as I heard it, but that it was made at all shows how careful a 
member of the British aristocracy should be before lending the 
prcsLige of his great name to the childishly, nay insanely, unlawful 
enterprise on which the Indian Muhammadans seemed prepared to 
embark 

If the suggested boycott is executed in a logical manner I 
do not see how Sir Gurnmbhoy Ebrahim and Mr. Ibrahim 
Rahmatullah can escape committing the very same enme which they 
themselves have loudly condemned in Babus Bepin Chandra Pal 
Ambindo Ghosh and Surendra Nath Hanerjeo. I cannot conceive 
how Borah, Khoja and Memoti dealers are to be weaned from 
importing Italian oilman’s stores unless by pressure from their 
leaders Would such pressure be any more innocent than the 
nationalist picketing in Bengal ? I cannot believe it. 

I am honestly surprised by the action of the Mahaoimadan 
leaders whom the Government have gone out of their way to 
ccxldle and exalt, and l have less laith than ever now in the move¬ 
ment for the establishment of a Mahammadan University in India. 
If Western education CAn d) no more for a clever Mahammadan 
than turn him into an irresistible demagogue, one dreads to think 
whai the graft of Western Immature on Islamic fanaticism will 
make of him Sir George Clarke, who is a good friend of the 
Homhay Mahammadans, would do well to lecture his pntegei on 
the evil of their ways Sir Cummbhoy Ebrahim, Bart. 8oycoUer-in- 
Chict ot Italian goods, The Hon’ble Mr Ibrahim Kahniatullah, 
Membccof Counui, Head Deacon of the Italian boycott. These 
titles sound well, don’t Lhty amidst the din of the preparation.? 
for lhe Royal Visit 


The " Labour Leader." 

/ Ot tnber 6th. 

Thk raid upon Tripoli is the latest and worst nf a senes of 
camjiAigns of brigandage which have brought shame and disgrace 
upon Europe In pouiKiiig upon Tripoli. Italy is follow mg this 
example of England in seizing Egypt and the Transvaal, and of 
France in annexing Tunis, and of France and Spain in their 
penetration of Morocco England, France and Spam have thus 
been the practical instigators of Italy, and they must share the 
responsibility and the blame for Italy’s criminality For criminality 
it is, and that of tlu deejiest dye Never has there been a more 
wanton act of buccaneering since the days of the Spanish 
conquistadors—suite Cortez ran not in Mexico and Pjzojto 
subjugated Peru It must lx- acknowledged that International 
monthly has sunk to the lowest possible depth when the Govern¬ 
ment of a civilise J nation in the second decade of the twentieth 
rentury descends lo Lhe level of the Spanish brigands of the Middle 
Ages In the middle of tne nineteenth century Northern Italy 
herself lay iind« r the heel of the Austrian bandit and enslaver, and 
in so short a lime Ital.ans, forgetful of their past and of the glorious, 
days ol Garibaldi and Italian emancipation, now seek Id enclave 
others In little over a century Italy has plunged from the heights 
of hherlaiianisin to the abyss of imperialism, and imperialism, as. 
tverv lihciUniin know:., is merely national brigandage with a halo 
h is the Joct that the Great Powers of Einop< are .ill simply 
glorified bngauds that makes it embarrassing to* them to bet up as 
iiicntiii. of Italy In .setting Tier the example they have all lost 
their moral standing and authority, and the moment any nne of 
them begins to talk to Italy of the inequity of her conduct she can 
turn round and say ■ Pray, who are you ? But if thL Powers liavfc 
no moral standing they haw a material standing, and it is oh this 
basis that intervention must take place 


The “ Jewish Chronicle ” 


September 2Qtk. 

’The Jewish rare hits received so many evidences of friendship 
hum both the Ktng o) Italy and the Sultan of Turkey that it 
would be sorry to see any weakening ot their strength as a result of 
war The circumstances now prevailing are precisely of the kind 
in which Jews are prone to suffer. Indeed, we notice; not without 
surprise, that a number or Jewish refugees are already in flight from 
Tripoli It will not have escaped notice that a portion of the 
territory over which the dispute has arisen was not Long ago 
the object of on enquiry by the Jewish Territorial Organisation For 
the rest, we would only say that the situation At the moment is 
one ot particular interest for Jews, if only because the present 
and the future of the Jewish iace are so much bound up witb 
the Ottoman Empire. It would, however, not be difficult to foretell - 
with the present European unrest and the craze for annexation • 
which has seized the nations, a situation which may be fraught with 
consequences of immense importance to the Jewish race: 
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In Aid of 

The Mosle m Univ ersity Fund. 

Dr. Iqbal’s National Song., 

Sung By 

A Muhammadan Gentleman of Aligarh. 

10-Inch Double Sided Record. 

Nm f 9-12524. 

No, ‘ 1 9-12525. 

Price, Rupee* 3 each. 

To be had from Agents of The Gramophone Company, Limited, throughout India. 
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The Poetic Works of Moulana Mohamed Ismail 

0(’ THE PlCPlRTMFNT OF PUHI.IC INSTRUCTION IN THF UNITED PROVINCES 

The Oriental Publishing Co., Orient Home, Meerut, Have pleasure in 

announcing that eight annas per copy sold will be allotted to the Moslem 
University Fund from uml July until jist Dec'-mbor iqi i. The fine edition 
will soon run out It is hoped Hit. lovers of these piiceleub fctms of poetry will 
take advantage of this ufler. 

CboiH Binding - - R*. 2-6. 


Wanted Situation. 



As Secretary, Manager, Minis¬ 
ter, etc., by a Barrister (also 

LL. D.j N>niteen years’ experience aa 
MunHlT, Police Officer, DepuLy Collec¬ 
tor and practising Hamster Age 40. 
Hxtulfcnl testimonials. Address.— 
Syed, c/u Managei, “The Uomradc." 
2 s n-ii 


YOU NEED A FOUNTAIN PEN. YOU NEED A SELF-FILLING PEN. 

'JvoNcvt Fountain *Vh j har^hm o,i the MM let 

'jj V leading (jthd ten maker 

Pollofriiiv af , \*Jrragps r>rc ' hirud fur lb v - 
Nun l>dkab'e ivs s ri uly In rite, an' 1 

Humble Tit-" Prudential" Pen .s lilted with a 
iU.il Go'll Nib li.. cl) ^uukd w-'h If hum, 
wlvih malcc'i .1 hard i>. a Dumnr drill juhl 
ticail/ c* r'r'.isl ng hvfij |f 1 * gu<traiiU.H 
in give sal’station ur Jse "J 'Jiuj »s 
ruliumd >r pin atebanpea till 
tuled r l t e ‘ k Piudcr/ml * Pen, 



It. tail 10/6, 15 offered rto an 

jfiverti^iiifnl for 3 /" <’f 4 
Tens l'« 9 b. 


The 

Seif-FHIing 
and 5*1 T-C lemm¬ 
ing Safety Pro is 

ij. l\ n 11 11 'i Inn, V 
IU1 1 1 <\ SO .’lliis’t III hll l« 
Yu 11 ie pis up re fora |kii, 
hnl j m fumolnitJ, 
fins pen 1 r.fail',1 T l J5> hut os 
JliatlveitijCLiienI is othrul fr.r «/“ ™ 4 
Tons fur 18/" Tic same 1'ei, '.ntlojpir 
ird Gold Moulded i 01 »r 4 Pins J ji 

24/-. I veiy l'u'i is lii'inmnUy tested 1 tfu e 
sciiL out and pomG chit lie li..(l tc «uit .ill hards. 
Re^i bred Ielier Tut It nil p,rts of ilit V»urkl. 
Ihndtrt f#Aii Agents 'howa mriU for Spt'ial 
t V/ tn: fir Quintan* 

NYNAIT k CO., ID., 147, H.IW. Bin, Uadn, E. C 


SOMETHING NEW IN COLLARS I LATEST INVENTION. 

The Evercleen “ LINON” COLLAR 

r- the dii 1 Odiar- alwgy, smarr, nlv/ays wine- rannot U disiinguishid. 
.horn linen Otheis limp and fray, Hhcr* "ted be vnshul Kvi rJean 
*■*Linou,’ when soiled, mm be wrped as new wuh a damp duLli. No 
Rubber. Cannot Iv distinguished from oidmary Linen Collars Others 

■rj.> ml 111.I fir.Hr t , \-.rl , linn P/illor. w'l !..■ - ......_ 


wear nit, but four Everclcan Collars will last a yeur. 

GREAT SAVING OF LAUNDRY BILLS. GREAT COMFORT IN WEAR 

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER. 

s Sample Everclear) " Lmrm " Collars for 
A Fverdean “ Liimn 11 Collarx for 
Sample Set uf Collar, Front, and Fau of Cuffs, with Gold 
Cased Links, fur 

All chapes and sizes can lie had. Order at onca. 

MYNART & CO., LD,, 


3/- 
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! A Boon to 
Law Students. 

A Glossary of 

Latin Words and Phrases 

Used in Leage’s Roman Private Law 

By 

Mr. Moazzam Ali, B.A. (Oxon.), Bar.-at-Law, 
Proleuor of Roman and English Low 
at the Patna Law College, Bankipore. 

Price 10 Annas . 

7*o be had at — 

The Office of “The Comrade,” 

109, Ripoo Street, Calcutta 
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The Week. 

* Mmatonal Changes. 

Hft» Tennant, M.P been appointed Financial Secretary 
to the War Office and Mr J. M. Robertson' Parliamentary Secretary 
to theBo aid of Trade 

According to Lloyd's News Lord Haldane will shortly be 
appointed Lord Chancellor, Sir Rufus I uses Lord^hfef Justice, 
? Lord Alverelone a Lord of Appeal, Sir J. A Simon Attorney 
General and Mr. Buckmaster Solicitor-General. 


Kauer and Islam. 

The K,uvt on ih* jist Oitober received two missionaries 
from German Last .In k\i. His Majesty enquired as to the progress 
of Ihc colony and emphasised Mu fact that the natives must have 
religion and mus; ilso woik Fie warned ilv* missionaries that 
ihey i.iu-t energetically combat Islam, which might be a danger to 
the coloui s Referring to tins- the BerUner Zntung says that the 
Kaiser's words at sur li a mop.oni sound to his Turkish friends like 
a hostile deinonsrranon ’I in* ni ws has, however, bee.i semi-oflfiuaJly 
cu» iti ad icted 
Morocco 

Kbuffr. learns that tbo Franco German Agreements will be 
comprised :n two separate Treaties, ot which only the one relating 
to Morocco will he formally communnatcd to the Powers Both 
Agreement* will be signed b^lore 8th November when the French 
and German Par hem cuts meet Reuter wires fiom Berlin .—The 
Morocco poitiwi of the Franco-German Agreement has hcen com 
mu moated to the Powers and the second part is practically 
cotnpliled In the House of Lords, liOrd Mnrley said it was 
mainr Jar enormous satisfaction that tV discussions between 
I* mice and Geimany .11 relation to Morocco had at last come to a 
((inclusion, which, in the opinion of those in authority in Berlin And 
Pans, would bu ar ^eptablc to the people of both countries 
Perna. 

Peksi \ has informed Great Britain that the fullest enquiry is 
being made into the case of Miss Ross, who was recently robbed 
on he Shiraz road Persia, in the meantime, expresses regret and 
w'J 1 compensate Miss Ross. 

Reuter wires from Bushire —The Central India Horse have 
ailived and tre disembarking No active opposition has been 
offered The town is quiet Reuter wires from Teheran .—The 
international situation has much improved A force is about to 
march to Azerbaijan, which alone is disorderly Mr Shuster’s 
reforms are making steady progress, the Mejliss reaffirming its 
hearty support Persia deeply regrets the arrival of Indian troops, 
declaring that there is no danger to the Consulate, and they hope 
it will not affoid a pretext for Persia's northern neighbour. The 
contract with Mr George New, as Administrator of Persian Tele¬ 
graphs, has been signed 

Reuter’s correspondent at Teheran, confirming the victory 
of the Turcomans on the 25th instant near Bandargaz, says the 
Russian troops and Russian gunboats assisted the Turcomans. The 
ex-Shah is near Gumeshtepe. A German firm has received orders 
for ten quickfirers from St Petersburg for u A Persian Pasha/’ 
Two hundred Russian troops landed on Saturday at Esueli. It is 
reported that 1,700 more will follow and that the whole 1,900 will 
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move from Julfa in the direction of Tabriz. It u semi officially 
itaied in St Petersburg that troops have been landed at Enzeli. 
The tiro sotmas of Cossacks, which were sent !o relieve the Con¬ 
sular guard at Resht, are returning to Russia The force sent to 
Julffc and Tabriz was merely to escort the new Viee Consul No 
further despatch of troops is contemplated Reports of a joint 
AngJo-Russian scheme for the subjugation of Persia are baseless. 

The disembarkation o[ the first two squadrons of the Central 
India Horse is completed. They proceeded to Shiraz on the 
ist November. The transports have started on their mum to India 
China. ' 

Reuter wired from Peking-—The rebels are taking the most 
eitreme precautions against escesies They are not anxious to 
take over sympathising cities until they are prepan d to administer 
them efficiently, aiming at a bloodless revolution. The imperialists 
contend that one imperial victory will rrush the whole rebellion, 
which they declare is merely sporadir A rnesage from Shanghai 
states that Li-YuAn iicng, who was recently dm nhed .is the leader 
of the mutineers, has wnten to Admiral Sarhenpmg pointing out 
•the friendleisness of the Manchus And foreslladowmg a gradual 
permeation of all the provinces by the spirit of revolt and the 
eventual declaration of the uitirr Empire in favour of a republic 
with Hankow as itb capital I.i Yuan Hong makes :m impassioned 
appeal to Sac hen ping 10 ioin the revolution Keukr wired from 
Peking —Sheng Kung Fao, Mimsler of Coimn'inu ations, has been 
dismissed on the ground that lie was nsjxmsible for the na 
lionalibAtion of railways, in liinsecjiienu of wlm'li thr rebellions 
arose Nationalisation was intended to benefit tin- jwople, but 
Sheng Kung Poo failed to carry it out sue * rssfully Tangsliaoy lias 
been appointed to succeed him The dismissal of Shrug kung Pao 
constitutes the utter surrender of Gou'muitrM Foreigners regard 
Sheng Kung Tao as an enlightened, capabk oflic ial II is successor 
in the Ministry of Communications, Tar gbhaoy, is u |»arlisan of 
Yuan Shi Kai. Reuter wired from Peking I.i Yuan Heng has 
informed the foreign Consuls dial he will he the President of (he 
Chinese Republic Mis communication not being answered bv 
foreign Ministers, he proposed that he should administer the 
Customs at Changsha and other icntres, but on the Ministers 
objecting, he agreed that the revenue should remain to the 
credit of the Inspector General of Customs. 7 hr negotiations 
are said to reveal the ability and latl of i.i Yu.m if eng and hi 
desire to avoid misunderstandings with foreign Powhs. 

Reuter wired from Peking .—An Edict has been p^bliihrd releasing 
from custody the President ol ihe Szechuan Ass* nbly and other 
leaders of Ihe riolmg at Chengtu. The Ed« f t ouler* the punishment 
of Chao-Erh-Ffng and Weng Jan Wen. the present and past Viceroys 
of Szechuan Vile ( hmesc papers icport that the I mops at Chengtu 
have mutvned and have killed Chao-Krh-Fcng 

It is officially stated that Foochow has fallen R niter w.rcd froi.i 
Peking Three thousand Imperial r r*»ops arc m>. ri h : ng against the 
Changsha rebels ’the Imperial troops havr rempii red twoStfxluan 
townv Yuan Shi Kai'* supporters arc pluming an entirely Chinese 
Cabinet and Constitutional Government ami are '•■nnnonmg on 
immediate Farliament Yuan Shi Kai has postponed his deportuu* 
irom Changte southward and it is expected ih-n lw * n enter 
Peking aa Premia. Reuter wir*d irom Fekir* - An attempt wa^ 
uiAde to assafBinatt Sheng Kung Fao, who hud a narrow I*ape 
lie look refuge in the American legation and was subsequently 
escorted from there to Tientsin by F rn soldier- Thu is the first sign 
uf die revolutionaries in the capital An Edit t has been published 
confirming the appointment ol Yuan Shi Kai, who will rank as an 
Imperial Mimstei Yuan Shi Kai, it is Mated, will proceed to 
Sing Yang-Show to take up the supreme command of the army and 
navy The British, French, German and American Ministers 
have made representations to the Government wuh the view of 
preventing the possible decapitation of Sh^ng Kung Pao. The 
Foreign Ministers say that they felt in honour bound to prevent 
any possibility of the decapitation of Sheng Kung P.m, because 


it was they who had pressed Sheng to conclude the loan contracts. 
They had further urged him to take a strong stand, which advice 
had resulted in the present upheaval. • Sheng Kung Pao’a escort from 
the American legation to Tientsin consisted or two soldiers from 
each of Ihe Legation guards of France, Britain, German?, America 
and Japan, commanded by the American Military Attache Sheng 
Kung Pao is going to Tiingtao 

Reuter wired from Peking.—The French and Belgian Syndicate 
has concluded a large loan bearing interest at 6 per cent to be 
issurd at 96 The banks will leceive 4 per cent, 'commission 
The loan concluded by the Syndicate is for six million sterling 

It is officially stated that an engagement between the rebels and 
rhe Imperial troops look place in a rainstorm. The Imperial 
troops displayed great valour and captured large quantities of 
Ammunition. Flushed with victory they occupied the Chinese city of 
lfankow Imperial rcmlorccments air hurrying up and are protect¬ 
ing the railways Reuter wired from Peking -—It is staled here that 
the rebrls offered little resistance to the advance or Imperial troops 
And abandoned their main position at kilometre ten with all guns 
and camp equipment. They rctrcUed utterly demoralised. Admiral 
Saehenping afterwards notified the Consuls of his intentions to bom 
bard Wuchang and Hanyang at 3 o’clock on Saturday afternoon and 
also has requestrd the foreign shipping to withdraw out of danger. 
Reuter wired from Peking 1 —The situation at Nanking is most un¬ 
certain The new troops fear attack and the old are clamouring for 
ammunition, which the Viceroy refuses When ordered to leave the 
city, they objected Six thousand troops at Lon chow have refused to 
entrain for Hankow and have memorialised the Government urging 
the immediate establishment of a Constitution Reuter's special con 
respondent wired that General Yinchang reports that the Imperia 1 
iron pH made a fresh attack on llankow in the evening of the- *3th 
msunl 1 he rebels made a brave stand against a deadly fire from ihe 
housetops till they were at length routed by the Imperial troops' guns 
General Mu distinguished himself by gallantly leading the attack 'Fhe 
Imperial troops occupied Hankow on the morning of the 19th u.stanl 
The rebels’ forces were for the most part composed of recruits 
and their dead were piled high on the river bank Fighting 
was still going on at a late hour in the afternoon. The rebels’ l0F*rs 
were then about 500 killed and r,coo wounded. They had also lost 
fifteen field guns and many of them had been taken prisoners. The 
Imperialists are virtually in possession of Hankow, including the 
powder fartory There are further in a goed position for making 
an A’tack on the arsenal of Hanyang. The fighting was one sided, 
the rohels being a mere armed rabble against the trained U'K>ps 
of the Government 

Reuter wired from Peking . - An Edict ,s published in which the 
T?irone humbly apologises fur i:s |>ast i tgleci and grants the imme¬ 
diate constitution ol a Cabinet, from which the nobles shall be excluded. 
The Edict further grants a free pardon to rebels and political 
offenders The Edict from the Throne further allows the Manehu 
President uf ihe National Assembly Ir resign and ippoinls Lfcbtachii, 
a Chinese, while the Mauchu Minister of Constabulary is discharged, 
Oaopinqi hun, a Chinese succeeding him The Emperor denounces 
the trusted officials who have betn embezzling thr people's 
money He says " I swear to reform and rarry out the Constitu¬ 
tion faithfully ” He appeals to his subjects not to misunderstand 
him and adds ■ 11 If the people are misled by outlaws and do not 
unite, then the future of China is unthinkable. 11 In the National 
Assembly the President anouneed that the Regent had Mat assurances 
that the Edict would be faithfully earned out and was not 11 mere 
words 11 The members expressed satisfaction with the Edict. 

The fore.gn troops marched round the Concessions on the 
30th October morning as a demonstration. 

The Customs Commissioner has received a letter from the 
local branch of the Revolutionary Committee announcing the 
intention of the Committee shortly to seise Tientsin and Peking 
and abolish likin dues, which the Committee describes as a great 
nuisance to the Chinese foreign trade 



I 


4th November. The Comrade. 


379 


T&TfcATtTE 



THi i has, indeed, been a yc.u of sadness for die Native SLtU where 
so man) rulers li.i\r pa^d away, mostly in 
Tk* Death ol a the prime of life Our heart goes out to 
Prince N H * he Naivab of Rampui, who has suffer 

td a second and rai more sudden bereave 
nit rf this yeai. On I hr 29th if Oct'iher we heard, without the 
least previous warning of the death of Sahebuuh Hasan All 
Khan the Heir Apparent ot His Highness It is cuo) to picture 
iti rninches the great gritf nr" the stricken father and of Ins devoted 
suti'ert* Every l-uuse m Rampur has bun tmewn into deep 
monming, and to many oins »k Rampur the -.hm k will be just as 
great. Few, however, fully know ol the intimate re Lit ion that i \isls 
hMwti ii the ruler of Rampur and his people It is not nirs '.y the, 
bond of k passive loyalty that hinds them tn their chid or of devcimn 
to duly that attaches dum to their master It is a simple but a far 
firmer lit* of pi rsonal a flee lion, whit Ii has hardly i parallel outride die 
inCitri! bamboo hedge of the Rohdla capital And alii ough Mi* 
^n. f ui T i’ia «ad c.eul is widespread, the viry fact that it is shared 
by all bis de/oted subuxU nun' make it less poignant to the rulei 
himself He his lost ms dearest child, but he has m his subjects 
s^v e rai inkha of people who look upon him ns the patriarch ot a 
j nited and happy household 'flic young Prince whose loss is 
btir* v .-o generally mourned had hardly entered irs teens yot but 
he «:u ihf unage of i father, and we luive no doubt Lhat he bad 
inherited much ol h«s father' 1 - remarkable intelligence His :ad 
death, io early ,n liic rciiinrK us r urcibly of t*e well-known lines 

SS d I U 'fl. I (,J y; d ; 0 y * Jjt* 

* JS !dj*" BJjl 

iThe floweis have sbowr then revivuymg spring a day or I wo 
Bm Ob 1 the pathos of the buds that have laded away unopened } 


Ir would appear from the genera! apathy and supweness whirh seem 
tn have came over the Moslem leaders that the 
TV Modem Moslem University scheme is fast sinning into the 
Um*<suiry. limbo of vain regrets and baulked desses —ghost* 

of dead, forgotten thing* that might have been but, 
ihaiihS to a Lick of sustained effort and resolution amongst the Mussal- 
rnans, could not be. Jt now rests with some [met ol Pessimism, w'ho 
was up till very recently so persisted a feature in Moslem assemblies, 
to rotne out and write its epitaph. The net gain of these ten months 
or patriotic outbursts of enthusiasm and day-and-night dreaming, 
whicn an astonished world witnessed with evident wonder and 
admiration, would seem to be that the entire community is now 
ready to cover itself with shame We cannot help admiring the 
adaptability and business-like thoroughness of the Hindus who, 
taking the cue from the Mussulmans, have rapidly closed their 


ranks, effected formidable reconciliations, secured subscriptions to 
the time of 40 ’akhs and are busy elaborating and putting into final 
shape their plans for a Hindu University The Mussalmans have 
not yet been able to colleci more than 16 lakhs , and, although it is 
on the financial aspect of the question that the success of the project 
will f'nally turn, the Committee entrusted with the work of collecting 
funds appears to have been stncken with paralysis and seems for all 
practical purposes to have ceased to eust As far as we know—and 
we frankly confess our knowledge about the Committee's work is 
small, in spite of our repealed efforts to get into the secret of its 
.ictiviucs or inactivities- no organised attempt has been made to 
realise the promised subscriptions, no regular information is being 
supplied to the Pi css or the public as to the actual progress made 
in each pronnu, no weekly returns of collection and balance are 
issued to show how much work yet remains to be done. If the 
Moslem University scheme fails for want of funds, it would be, not 
because the Moslem public was unwilling to make good its golden 
promise*', though some blame would justly attach to it for its 
lukewarmness And indifference, but because the so-called Moslem 
leaders failed to do their duty Some of the dignified dummies 
whose only minion in life appears to he tn study the art of “ leader¬ 
ship " in order that they inny mislead Lh>j Government and betray 
'heir community successfully whenever an occasion serves for their 
personal aggrandisement, have shrunk to a pathetically abject measure 
now when the community wants real, devoted workers and unselfish 
service Is it not rather an undignified .ind sad spectacle to see 
sonic of the “Trustees” of tne community quarrelling amongst 
Miemselvcs for u “ life-tenure ,J of membership in the governing body 
ol 1 he University that is to hi, when they ought to be touring every 
to "11 and village m India tn rnllcct the funds which alone will 
render tin creation of the University possible ? A meeting of the 
T ruslees of the Aligarh College will be held on the 9th November 
We art wmiing to see how many of 'hem realise the gravity of the 
si'uaLinn and u^pond 10 the communal call Fair-weather friends 
ol the corn mu ml) arc countless hire the grass-hoppers of a rainy 
day bu 1 it is orJy 11 a p*rnr1 of stress and storm that the mettle 
of the genuine patriot is tested 


Thh. Honorary Secretary of the Sakhawat Memorial Girls' School 
wr.Us to us —“Kindly permit me, through 
Sakhawnt Memorial the medium of your esteemed journal to 
Girl*' School. acknowledge my thanks to the gentlemen 
who have been helping the School with 
monthly 1 (>11 tri buttons for some time last The School is, lam 
glad tosiij, making satisfactory progress due to the unremitting 
and unselfish labours of Mrs. R S Hossain. But owing to the 
want of an omnibus cainagr and horse the growth of the institution 
is being retarded, the present mode of conveyance by hired carnage 
not being idequatL to meet the requirements Will the generous 
public help us to purchase the necessary equippage t I have already 
some money m hand and a further sum of Ra. 1,200 is wanted to 
complete the purchase I hope it is not too much to ask for so 
important a purpose, vij. the promotion of Female Educaton.” 
This appeal for funds will, we trust, meet with a prompt and 
adequate re^ponae at the hands of the Moslem public of Calcutta 
The school, as yet a modest venture, represents a serious and 
thoroughly well conceived effort to meet an urgent need of the com¬ 
munity. The instruction imparled is of elementay character, but 
amidst the prevailing indifference of the community to female 
education, any attempt to supply the need m an organised manner, 
however elementary and modest, ought to be welcomed and must 
receive generous help and encouragement. In this age of tremendous 
educational activues going on in every part of the country, it is almost 
incredible to think that Lhe Mussalnjam, in the very heart of the 
metropolis of India cannot maintain even an elementary school foi 
female education in comparative efficiency Where one would have 
naturally expected to find scores of well-equipped pnmaiy schools 
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knitted together m a thoroughly well-planned system of secondary 
education for Moslem girls, it is a sad disillusionment to see one 
school, not even teaching to full primary standard, <n an indifferent 
condition, perpetually hovering on the verge of bankruptcy and 
extinction for want of adequete material resources Wc trust, alio, 
that the Government will not overlook its duty to help the private 
efforts of the Mussulmans Grants for Moslem female education 
from public revenues should he made in (he same gniimus spirit in 
which they have been applied to Lhe help .inti encouragement of 
other private enterprises in this branch of cduiatiun 

Wi iiAvr icu'ived a la'her indignant protesfiiom .1 tonespondcril 
against the Punjab Chief Court, which has 
The Punjab Chief refused to enrol the successful candidates of 
Court's Delays (he last L L II examination as pleaders, 

till after the University Convocation in 
December The examination was held in May ll would thus 
Appear that several young men at the threshold of legal rarecr> have 
had literally to mark lime for about sev^n months This means a 
sheer, unjustifiable waste of lime, which only the cumherous, dilatory 
methods of some or our big, venerable institutions like the courts 
and the universities would seem to countenance A little judmous 
rare and forethought would have saved the young men from a period 
of enforced inactivity, when for months together Lhey find themselves 
in a stale of suspended animation We can well imagine their ft clings, 
11 not far removed from those nf a person under a sort of police 
surveillance ” No fault of theirs, indeed, if their only occupation, 
for the present, seems to be to ventilate their grievanr es in the Press. 


As about everything else in the Land of he Celestials, a mist 
of vagueness And umertainty hangs also 
Revolutionary about the outbreak which, assisted by a 

China. considerable portion of the army and the 

<ivil populations ol some of the nchtsl 
provinces, is resolutely working to the ovcrlhiow of tin. Manrlm 
dynasty and the establishment of a free, parliamentary rtg*n;c in 
China under a republicm form of government. The 1 evolutionary 
discontent has spread with marvellous uinidi'.y, and nirnmnnl 
capitals with their military garrisons have, one after tho other de¬ 
clared for the leader of the revolution and Pi esident designate of 
the Republic that is to be The Young C hina, whose education has 
been completed in Europe or Japan, 01 in » hmese sihoob 
conducted on European models, is 111 revolt against tin le- 
actionary methods and despotism of the haughty (astc of foreign 
princes and nobles that rule the Empire Tlicie has been an 
evergrowing demand for liberal institutions fur some rnni* pu^t 
An attempt to set up some soil of constitutional sham via* made 
by the governing clique to placate the liberal enthusiasts flu 
the insistent and genuine desire for some real rcfuin. m the 
■spirit and methods of government rorfil nui be buned away under 
a hollow sham It grew ever mote clamortiiis and loud and, ns 
every despot of history has known it to his gref, it bis now broken 
out in a formidable war against the existing ordrr of things and its 
supreme and visible symbols. Several battles ha^a taken place 
between the revolutionants and the Imperial forces, and though 
the Government troops seem to hate inflicted .sonte reverses and 
considerable loss ol life on the ins ngents, the revolutionaiy energy 
has not be quelled at all. 'The Throne .lull, m fact, tried to cipituate 
and has promised to grant the constitution and other demands of the 
revolutionaries with pathetic show nf humbleness and penitence 
The National Assembly has accepted the promises of "the Throne ” 
in good faith, Negotiations are proceeding for ending civil war 
by a policy ol concession and conciliation. We trust some good 
will result to China out of the travails and sufferings a bloody 
revolution, and this ancient Empire will enter on a new era of peace, 
progress and reform. 


An esteemed correspondent writes to us 1 " fqbal % the deep-toned 
organ voice of Muhammadan India, has again 
Appreciation o( burst out gloriously in song after a longish 

Iqbal. silence The vojsc now charming us, now 

routing us, now intoxicating us, now sending 
through us all an indescribable thrill is, I believe, penjiratmg 
the remotest corners of the iand. But how is it, are we too fascinated 
for applause ? When some positively nauseating speakers in Urdu 
at our great communal gatherings seem to command the admiration 
and attention of the community in proportion to their want of corn 
irand of our language and the poverty of their ideas, and an indiscri¬ 
minately admiring public unhorses their ramagts and drags them—I 
am loo deficient in grammar to tell you what noun “them” stands for— 
in the streets and its good sense in—thr mud, I do not know whether 
the absence ol this demonstration lo Iqbal should not be regarded as 
a compliment by him But with all this, we should, I humbly urge, 
testify in a public manner out appreciation of Iqbal Let us, for 
example, garland him—our way of bestowing laurels -in our 
national assembly, the hruicaii'inal Conference at DlIIii Wo have* 
acclaimed ^ ^ a% the pod of uur U ia had JljJI as 
the singer of unr J | ’ Wi hcarLily jo'ii oil 1 r orrt spoil deni ,n 
lhe wish that some public loiunony should lie bornu to ill- ine^tmuhle 
services of Iqbal whose ‘ glorious song has Uniched all the fine 
impulses that move llv* lititrL ol Moslcn India to day r Ihe poel has 
felt the jMitluis of the fallen race but Ins message, ho\- jojujs, how 
full of faith and relcslial lire ' It has ious, il even lhe most neary 
and despondent witn a voice like (lie clarion trumpet \\ dl thr 
garlanding nf die poet 111 Hie Mnsltni Educational t onferenre dc aH 
appropriate offering of a people *. admiration and grantutle 3 These 
"laurels,” too, hasc not escaped being vulgarised by uiiuoilhy use, 
and have gone in some vases to decorate* iu*rks that scan cly de¬ 
served a halter However, any token of appreciation ought to be 
welcome. We l ust our correspondent’s suggrsnon will U -»nthu 
siaslicaMy rcerivtd b> the Moslem public 


RiUTEtf ^ message confirming tin- complicity of 11 Russian troops aid 

Rushan gunboats ' in a rec-nt victoi, of tfi r 
Perna. Turkomans in spite of denials from Si Peter* 

burgh, will now, we hope, bring home to 
'lie English siaiei'ntn that the inudi-flaunted Anglo-Ru^an 
Convention is nothing more than a solemn farce 'The 
" Understanding ’ winch Sir Edward Grey had concluded lo guarantee 
the integrity of Persia has, >n spirit, ceased to ev.c.. It would be difii 
1 ult to imagine a diplomatic honx of a more uns< uipylous character 
than the one which secured for Russian designs the recognition of 
England anil gave to them Lhe patent of legality and .;ghf 
Edward Grey had thought that he had sreuird freedom frein inter 
fjrenre in the internal afia.rs ol Persia and removed ail <nance* of 
fi iclion with Russia m the Middle lust Subsequent events have, how 
ever, thrown a flood of lurid light on the spir l in which Pussi.i entered 
n:o the bargain And it would bp sheer hardihijod or 11 i.becihty 
not to confess dial the Britan Min.ster was simply bartering away (he 
independence of a nation, lull of hop.* and promise, in leturn fro 
some shadowy iehef from iho incubus nf Russian menace to 
British interests in the Fa.si If it was in the interest of the 

UiiUsh Government u> mainta.n a strong and independent Pewit 
Lhe British Foreign Minister has failed to secure that object Russia 
is daily making Lhe realisation of any such object impossible 
ThaL despicable puppet, Mohammed Alt, is her trump-card, and 
she is playing it uuw with a directness of method that leaves no 
doubt as to her real objei tive in this scandalous game of bluff. If 
there was at first soin.; attempt at disguise, and barrels of ammuni¬ 
tion were allowed, as a concession to omword form and decency, 
lo be 1. tilled mineral waters, the need for such disguises seems to 
have disappeared . and the “Persian Pasha” i<s being equipped with 
German quick-firer* and is being pushed along by Russian troop* 
and gunlmats into Persia for another spell of adventure. After this 
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even Sir Edward Grey, we hope, will have the strength to admit that 
ft the pel creation of his statesmanship is now a dead letter Will 
he have also the strength to free British diplomacy in Persia 
from Russian dominance?" He justifies the despatch oF Indian 
Lroops to Shiraz on ihc pica that thu object, z iz , k ' the safety of British 
lives und property 111 Rush ire and eliowhere had not 111 the opinion 
of the British Government betu stained ' But the latest 
news from Persia report dccidud mquoveiiUTit 111 the situation “Mr 
Shuster's reforms are mAkmg stead) p'ogiess, the Mejhss reaffirming 
its hearty support " It is exactly the apptaiame of foreign troops 
in Persia tha t is the root cause of disuidcrs, foi u shakes the prctiige 
of the Government and leads to panics and wild uimours about the 
dismemberment of the countiy It is 11 queer logic v hich seeks In cnsuie 
ordcT and peace by the very mslruim nls winch are the main muses ol 
evil dismrbancci and administratee * haos llie apprehensions ut 
the Persian Government that Russia too v .11 imitate England b> 
sending troops havi been justified Russia dOvS 110c warn that 
there should be any order or ti am nullity 111 Persia The 
presence of the fresh Russm Cossacks is bound to Wi to 
disturbances, and then the needed pretext will be forthcoming 
for Russia to step in order to suppress disorder and establish general 
security and peace Is earnest dt sire for piogiess ar d 1 cform an interna¬ 
tional crime ? In ./.cinl spheres ard w rdi reieience to the .u tual cotdi 
nons of a society the impauence ul the idealist may become a calamity 
n itself, but this .s perhaps the firs- time in 'ecurded history tnat 
a nation honestly struggling for ordu, fi* edoin and light is being 
ruthlessly held back bv the gun Lest fMiistitur* d tyr n mi> of moduli 
unies—the Muscovite Empire Sr.irrtly a duv passt? when we do 
not hear of Russian attempts, opt 11 »t disguised, to bench on th'* 
sovereign rights o( tersia, to thwart icloini. to reduce adnunisrrihon 
LO chaos, to create anarchv aiiil civil w.u , and iHis rampngn 01 
organised hectoring and teironsm Lo oaspoioft and dcmmalisc Pcrau* 
goes on with inexhaustible liigeuiiiij and lesourre that Ibe county 
may sink Into impotence and btcume a Russian vassalage 

r<m>> 

Verse. 

Song 

I mm 7 love walking o.i th<’ heath 
Wearily, 

His foot was swart with dotted yore 
Prom stinging weeds beneath . 

And walking he made moan, 

Ah me 1 

And when he clomh upon the hill 
Wearily, 

The wild wind smote him on the mouth, 

And his }ore heart was cluii 
lie was alone, alone, 

Ah me 

He stood and looked at the i oid, cold sea 
Wearily, 

The sea will kiss the rock, he said, 

But it will kiss not me 
Alas I so fair, so far I 
Ah me I 

At nightfall when he groped about 
Wearily I 

The shingle bruised his hand and knee : 

And in his heart was doubt, 

And in the heaven no star, 

Ab Me ! Wasiti. 
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Judicial Pirsumpiion. 

Mr JJ\m p ft S Retired Judge of the Bombay High Court 
has contributed to tin K" t an* HVi/ for Octohti 1 critical expos! 
lion of ihe 11 Judicial Ti .lining of Indian Civilians,' in the course 
of which hr sn)s - 

Mi'ii v>"ing Ii.11 Tisluiun art, nalurillv Mii.icitn b> ihe prosprrl ut 

•l'liilotn lift in (hi chapels. Sukni rv iulUuc rijich ihem~an<i 
thrv rl 1 r 1 • 1 tit* ilrnlptn of 111 fining Hnl»nf inti listening lo 
.N 11.11 lhe\ lime mmu 1 p Iheir inuuls. ft is 110I showy 

unit--nml tlir |uni'1 ITvili n is «\el 1 nw \n U'liii ali'tt is llltle if any 
noliie finpi i'ip ti ptnsus nj bmiours Tbt <.hliK of (lrnsionn in 
cianm ti ck'i s is ipl m lie |"iii r iil 1 j) ihe number 11/ <on<’irtuitis and thtf 
mvtri’i »■' 'iicnrc Die ( ivihnn, am bilious ul distinct inns, will avoid 
thrnnimn in the liuliml Ptririmcnt whirh ‘.n Tar as honours are 
crniLi.ni ul, iii'L'lii vuM lie nisml<cd wilh Ihe warning, “ Abandon hope, 
all vi- tvhn cnlei hue 1 It is, lliueforo, hrui’ly Mirpusing that hut few 
junior 1 lull ms sbot.H volnn.cir hr uork on the bench or should 
Micnuous i jurji ml* to fit ilieiusclves for -urli work In default 

nl \ulunit Li's, uinip.ilsury recii'unienl is inevitable To he selected 
bv fjiiurmiitm for lilt Jiuliciil eras oni voting Civilian of promise 
pul 11, ‘ til In ihioivii howling into Ihe luiiin.il , 1 it regarded as 
*1 verv-i ib'i’il Cumpiimnil, .1 not‘.i punuCt'nim ind disgrace, imply- 
mgr Inc iji'l.u lor other duties . . Sn MaxwlII Mdville, who 

w.'s ke« .1 ii nui!nunl !n*> branch c«f llu snvice, protested not 
tllo^Llliir .n ji‘ ‘ ilul Ihi ri vmue biaiuh would only spare him men 
mi mill lid mi siinsiioliL or vulii nmjj nf the hrLi'ii DifitriLl and 

Scssi.m 1 1'iris h.n. mllic 1 " .uj) ■"Xpert , lo grope Iheir 

SM>, 1 . hi i % h i-' .rioi. tUoiiu i.un o| i'o ir I iundrrs, at the eipenvr 
of (In Sunn ui'l ilu lUi^inTi, rh_ tIt irunt> o' i sue mcc which llivir 
u 1 ' •■di’Hii - 1 4 i'm ilu-.1, hIio pro lise before iben. h*ivi made their 
*|1 li.iI ■!' '<ir ji i* The ie i’U ik co*,h\ lo the '•I «ie ft is vera- 
ilfu* riod ill ii trru* h limit si 'ilig.mis * it i* Ii ■ ’il i* lu i he officers 

il i ns l i s ( mu win Id nol i • ■»* i \ , I n <d cf fiddlers 

Ai'hijin I u 1 ’.o tu'i . *-f »l L'hir i lit. n.t!ii cfMil t pin in weie tone-deaf { 
,io. would i u> enju-ii iliLiii l.i pnh mi in public InJori, ihryknew their 
rirus . •< stein? j s.-ini-c mnni dy th i hr depirtraenl to 

vihuh ilu j- I'p’e luvr i > 1 . fin v and pi Inc 'oo prmection of life 

hikI 1 1 1 >l i y hi I [in.peuy, sLould oc the nri di, .uiimrl officered by 
mm >ili ri i lIh*--., j.ivc rmi sp^ciahzfd n* i'l~ <*nri th^ngh they have 
in. d> ul- i clli\-O i good pL-nci.il edin,nion, hive barely begun 
the Sli lv i' Uwb*tr.t lhi*% 111 IV* tllLir first rflu 1 Is In apply It 

UV have vti-laftcJ i»» qunti* ti this, length from Mr Justice 
Lat»y’s Mtiile, nut bi»#diise he hiis said anything very new and 
s'aunng, but be* tiii«e his contnhut.cm acquitadiJitional value 
from I'H. I, d'jfhisi having been -me of he distinguished members 
oi the Judicial lUy.iitmpnt and—whaL is of ^till greater significance— 
a rnen bei uf tb*. Indian Civil Seivicr' itself It is not a Barrister, 
oi pvmi >i Barns'll Judge who condemns the precml system, but 
a Civilian jud^e who knn«vs the Cnnhan judiciary inside out A 
wcs'k or : vc afLcr tl l publication of this article we received a most 
su'isat.o.ij 1 rews allcg.ng that a certain session*- Judge characterized 
ihe c induct ot an eminent counsel in a case as " hardly honest 11 On 
making fur'.iiei enquiry we have learnL tacts whuh seem to make this 
case a tiOin».>vh ,t api illustration of home of the remarks of Mr Justice 
Ha’ty. We have no desire lo deal with the merits i t the case, now 
sub jndur in ihe Sessions Judge's Court at Mumffarpur Mohomed 
Said and twenty others arc being tried on charges of rioting, murder 
and abetment of murder, while others who are accused are 

absconding. Mr Roland Chandra, Deputy Magistrate of Muzaflar- 
pur, hud committed the accused to the Sessions in August and 
the Hon Mr Mazhar-ul-Haque, who had appeared for the accused 
before Lhe com milting Magistrate, had been retained for the 
defence in the Sessions aBo Under circumstances, which we 
shall relate in some detail, Us has retired from the case on the 
30th October His junior lias also followed suit and a Mukhtnr 
was the solitary advocate left —and dial too somewhat unwillingly, 
we hear—to plead the cause of 21 men charged with the offences 
punishable with dualh. Since then, it is stated, a Vakil has been 
asked by the Judge to watch the case for the accused. 
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On the fallowing day the accused petitioned the Judge for post- 
1 poaomcnt for a fortnight to enable the petitioners to move the Honour¬ 
able Mifb fipurt for transfer of the case, u they alleged that ever since 
the trial opened, "your petitioners have been noticing that Your 
Honour has assumed hostile attitude towards your petitioners, so 
much so that yesterday Your Honour very grossly insulted your 
pttcroearg Counsel in consequence of which he had to leave the 
case, and your petitioners are placed in h very dangerous and 
difficult position ” and because, the accused "Slate, they “ have n ason 
to believe that a fair and impartial trial cannot be hod from this 
Court.” After this, thu Judge mode the ‘following remark on the 
Order Sheet, after noting down the contents of die application for 
postponement 

" Fnt the mkt of the accused I have done my best Lo induce Mr. liaque 
to retarn to the case, but have been unable lo do «i. I am very 
anxious that the accused should not be prejudiced in any way by the 
micanduet (the Italics are ours— Ed., Comrade) of their Counsel, but 
there appears to me to neither [sit j any obligation nor any reason for 
postponing the cue *' 

The application ha* been refused, and as ibis mailer also is 
likely to be tub judicc shortly in a motion to the High Court, wc 
shall express no opinion ourselves on the Judge's decision But the 
treatment meted out to the Hon. Mr. Mazhar-ul-ltaque stands on a 
different footing altogether, and we cannot be justly accused of 
favouring "Trial by Journalism " in commenting on that subject 
The question involves important general cnnsideiations and Lhe 
Mucafiarpur case serves well for purposes of illustration 

The Hon. Mr. Mazhar-ul-Haque was cross-examining a 
cultivator, Sanatb Acharjc, who had deposed for the prosecution 
in the lower court that lie bad seen the occurrence on whii h the 
charges were baaed from his field. He had *ecn, according to his 
Story, some of the accused striking a man with swords garasas, and 
lathis The man who was struck was killed Mr Mnztior-ul- 
Haque's instructions were that the man was not the cultivator of 
the held from which he said he had seen the occurrence, but that 
he was put up to give this evidence by the owner of the field, a 
sumuidar, originally of the United Provinces, who n, it is alleged, 
at the bottom of the whole afTair, and had bee 1 making efforts 
during the last four years to prevent a section of the inhabitants 
of the place from unerasing some of their rights end generally paving 
the way for the disturbances which ensued. With a view to prove 
this the witness liad been minutely examined about lm position os 
a cultivator, and it may be added that he bad been urmble to nam- 
even the cultivator of the fields adjoining his own Hr had also 
stated as follows .— 

11 1 transplanted my Mnrua at about the end of Asurh Pus was on 5 
cuttahj. On the rtmaimnf $ rutfaht f)ha* iv.ii transplanted about 
thread of Aiarh Roth Mania W/U«i ifw (ran planted rn one 
daf* Myself, Solum, Hira, altJ Baijnalli did the tmcsplantaliou 
The Ohan was not tranuplaoted in my presume, Bithcitm. mv son, 
told me lliat be bad tlv Dhau transplanted /'Me Matna wasjtrJ 
tramsphmted 7 ho Ohan wot transplanted to or ij da y after The 
Ohm mat tnmtpbmted im sawam.” 

How, Mr. Machar-uhHiique, taking advantage of the rontri 
dictions which we have italicized—whether reel or tptumnit ie ib not 
for us to discuss—was asking some questions with reference to 
them, and Is said to have read out the passage winch we have 
quoted from the deposition of the witness befnte the committing 
Magistrate. On thu, it is alleged, the Judg* vrid, “ h is not an 
honest cross-examiiiatiou 11 Mr Maohar-ul-Haque had interpreted 
the statement of the witness, that "both Warun and Ohan were 
transplanted m one day," as meaning that both had been trans¬ 
planted on one and the same day. The Judge, it it alleged, said, 
"It ik not an honest interpretation.” Upon this the Hon. 
Mr. Mazhar-ul-Haque is reported to have said that " if I am 
dishonest, I am unfit to practise in this Court , 14 and to have left 
the court forthwith. 

What followed is still more instructive and significant. The 
Judge u staled lo have written the following letter to the counsel 
for defence 
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Diar Mr. Haque, 

1 hive been thinking over the episode that occurred thn forenoon. Although 
I strongly disapprove of what you did, possibly the expression 
■■ hardly hooest ” was stronger than wu warranted, seeing the licence 
which it has been frequently decided is penni&bihle to Coimwl. 
1 should be sorry if yon had to withdraw from lhe case ,ig you know 
it thoroughly, and your absence will be a great handicap bo the 
accused, who I mu very anxious should have a fair Inal 
In order that you muy not retire I iuii willing therefore to with¬ 
draw that expression and nimly to express my strong disapprove 
of rhe manner in which you ^cieed on an wiltlcd '•cnlence and mi 
muled me and thi. as^ssor^. 

Even if you arc not «alis(icd with this 1 hope for lhe uke of the accused 
you will continue to appear for them. 

If you arc agreeable, the trial can proceed aflcr the luncheon inh.rv.il 

1 ft in, tic , 

(Sd.) 1) A Collins 

To say the least, the procedure adopted by the Judge is unique 
What does the letter signify ? Of course, Mr. Collins had to haul 
down the flag In this he certainly showed some good sense. 
But he had evidently neither the courage nor the grace to make the 
amende honorable by withdrawing his insulting expression—even 
if we accept his own modified version of “ hardly honest ,p —un- 
conditionably. He allows a hare " possibility" of too much 
11 strength ” in the use of this expression, and e\en in doing so has 
a fling at his betters who have by their "frequent decisions 1 ' per¬ 
mitted much “license” to Counsel But after having lowered the 
flag to an ominous half mast, he sends it up again by accusing 
Counsel or having misled him and the assessors. To this letter, we 
team, the Hon Mr Mazhar-ul-Haque replied as follows — 
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Usak Ma. Coilins, 

I sm glud Lhftt yuu realise now thm the language used by you egaui't me 
11 was stronger than has warranted,” hut as your withdrawal of Ihr 
words is no! based up*m any genuine regrets on your part for 
unjustill ibly using them. bt»t only with the ul jecl thit I may simply 
rot-iin mil cuiuIulL liu lom, p I nm afraid I cannot agroc to your 
proposal You rue .ulflmp insult to injury whin you say that l 
14 mii&\ on nn isolated sentence and so misled me and the near j31.11 ’’ 
It inu.it he hi your remembranre that T readout the whale passage 
to you and pointed ouL lhe contradiction inrahcrJ in ihaiu. It un* 
on llus that m> 1 earned fru nd Mr Patel gave his interpretation ana 
yuu found an opportunity ol using Lhi insulting language which you now 
yourself admit was unwarranted. Nc Court ha* ever diargvd me with 
lnlenLunaliy misleading and this is the first expericmv of my Inc 
which has naturally quite upset me 


1 would havo certainly conduttid tbr r*<u m *.pi> ol the in .jffiaern v r 
your apology, hut rml being sure whether »t<u would not tamli me 
ngain, and having noticed youi hostile Attitude and unpatliviue of cjom 
exnmuiatiun, 1 am sorry I can v>t come bock ro Court 


lid me assure you that I am extremely sorry fu» what has happened to-day 
It 11 only uiy self reaped winch compels ine to lake the course ihai 
I am taking. 

Yuuifceiruly, 

(Sdj. U. IIaquk 

In reply to this letter, Mr. Collins sent the following wherein 
he comes down a step or Iwu, but still demand' some “ compensa¬ 
tion ” for the humiliation to which hu is obliged by his own extra 
ordinary behaviour and the bold and dignified stand taken by the 
Hon. Mr. Mazhar-ul-Haque to submit 

MmrrAAPvi, 

Dear Ma. II*Qira, T 

' I have received your letter at 4-30 p m I nm sony you do not not yon way 
to going cm with the Inal, as I feu the Accused will he hi a gn*t 
difficulty. 

I only reply in aider that 1 may at once canfcudfct ynqr teat "you 

■end out the whole pumge and pointed out ,the caatnditfftte involved 
te them H tree). This you did not do, or I should sera have 
■sceptka to you cross-exam id adoo. I think that vbratfou teuliae 
that yah M not do this, yw wifl sm that I wu quite Judflad ks tom- 
meudqg strongly on the enusdoh to da so. 
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The Corfirade. 


I mb nanliXM Out the cue ihonld go on HnooOly md tb. icemed who 
*** ib patina of danger and difficulty ihoald get the bat defeoca ud 
receive . Air trial that I am willing to go aa far 11 possible to meet you. 

Mv rehtmns with the hr b*e hav, Uw.y, been mow plea** 

DO sorry if any unpleasantness arose which should be avoided. This 
being so. if you are willing lo say in Court that you had no intention 
whatever to mislead and are wnyUutaoy such impression ought have 

b "° K ' Vm (or wo,<l5 *® lhl * 'fcet). I will reply by apologising for 
hurting )0iir feelings and withdraw any comment I mule. 

More than this I can't do. but I am ready to do it in ordir that this mas ro 
smooth 1 \ 

*’ ,e P“ <1 ' thc Lross-exammahon I have said mure than once Ilia) I appreciate 
■11 yoar points but you appear to me excess.rely min' 1 -. 

In these metiers as Counsel are well aWare the Conrl under promt conditions 
■s entirely in ihen I,and,. , n ,l has a right |„ be treated with 
considriition by •‘hem 

Vuun trul}, 

(Sd ) B A Co li ins 

To this letter, we learn, the Hon Mr Mazh ir ul Haque replied 
aa follows 

f. 

_ _ _ — JI 10 1911 

Dear Mr C011 :ss, 


with eases of life and death. Bat it is worse still to note 
the 11 Judicial presumption” to which such a system evidently gives 
rise As Mr. Justice Ratty says, "it is vexatious and disastrous 
to hornet litigants ” hut we trust in this instance it will also prove 
“ humiliating to the officers themselves,'’ and that the lesson 
would not be* lost on Mr Collins We have referred to his case 
at this length only because the qucilioii presses itself on our atten¬ 
tion that if a judge of such merit and standing can be so rude 
to a Counsel of such eminence, what must be the position of 
junior barristers practising before senior judges? We cannot 
avoid a disapproval of the conduct of the individual in the case 
*hich has furnuihed us with so dear an illustration. Bui we feel 
with Mr Justice Hatty that " it is irrational to complain that 
oak* cannot he grown from ^ed that hua been selected without 
any care to include acorns,” and that reproach really attaches 
110L so much to individuals as to the system " which places them in 1. 
position for which they were not originally selected or subsequently 
prepared " Wu await with great expectations Mr Hatty’s promised 
suggestions ui n a furm, but would like to recommend that no Civilian 


I hav,: given my best coiuadertlion to your letter »,„J am *on } l„ W) tha, 
I do not still my way to agree to your proposal. 

I am wriUng th*n only to repeal ny avierUoi. that I did read oul Hu. wlioJr 
passage to you .mil 11, this \ am borne out by several gen*I"ir.rn present 
in Court 

Hie anly pouihU -xplaiuti that Ul.ni,.,,, * v ,j, IC(led 

some other nljjert 

No« being eon.anu. of having given an. .w-neo | mxpreuullx Jr. line 
*0 m lkr HU) a[if'lugv 

Yuuis irul), 
l&l ) S. M 11 ‘gun. 

It will be worth while to look into the antecedents of tho Fudge 
anii the Counsel. The latter has been in active practice foi over jo 
yea's and occupies in h.s probssion in eminent position, commands 
a lucrative practice, both won by din! of hard and . onsc.entious work 
and a well-known hab.r of master,n fc h,s brief In addition to lt „s. 
he lias played a no inconsiderable pait in the public life ol .hr 
country Iving one of the most prominent members of the Imperial 
Legislative Council. As for Mr Bernard Abdy Collins, we 
learn that he ronuiiePLcd his service barclv seven years ago, and 
Lbe length ol Ins actual service is a little „ v cr six years If, 
neither a graduate ol any University not a Bamster-at-Law His 
early career ran m the executive branches oi the Civil Service. 
This is his first appointment in this branch of the Civil Service, and 
Horn what we have Itaml we are net 'mpressed with his pattenci 
or ability di nn/ the few months ne 1*1 held -t It is staled 
that only recently the High Cou.t acquitted four persons whom 
he bad oidered 10 be hanged by di» neck i.!l they were dead, 
and in anothei iimance. when it returned the case »o him in 
hear evidence and not content himsell by hanging the accused 
only because he had pleaded guilty, he found sufficient reason 
thereafter tc alltr the sentence ol death himself to one ol 
transportation We wonder whether in these casts Mr. Collins 
was guided by «he remark of Mr. Jnstiee Batty chat * the value 
of decisions in criminal cases is apt to be gauged by the number 
of convictions and tbc severity of sentences " 

Be that as it may. we ask, is there not something seriously 
wrong with a system under which judicial tyros are sent to 11 grope 
their way, learning by occasional correction of their blunders, 
at tbc expense of the State and the litigants, the elements of a 
science which their subordinates and those who practise before them, 
heve made their study for yean t « In the case of Judge Collins, 

*e will not say that it is Lav that His Honour needs teaming 
m this way at the cost oT the State and the litigants, and we trust 
he is a Daniel in disguise. But one need not be a greet lawn to 
itbl'2 to that he sorely needs the cultivation of a judicious 
temper sod » closer acquaintance with the code of judicial 
■innem. It is had enough to sea novices presiding at Sessions, 
jaftmg between tha atgumepts of advocates who entered their 
prcfMon before the Judges entered the world; end dealing 


should be appontcil a Sessions or District Judge even temporarily 
unless hr has ai i’ull> served, say, for a period of 15 years 


I he Drama. 

M* A 1.1.a* U11 Kir's, excellent company, which we arc happy 
11. >ec* su much .ip.iriuAled ai ;o thaw fairly full houses night afar 
night, h.«s carrif-d out, since last wrote about it, a splendid and 
vpned pnigrimijr- Wo do .lot know what his own predilections 
w, but it hi ih .it all like the general iun of actor-mamgers, 
Hamlet must have been the piece on which he must have set his 
heart, and the Prince nf Denmark’s liust be the rAle by which ha 
wmild like to bu judgnl 

Of *11 Shakespeare's drains Hamit t has attracted far the most 
attention whrlhei of piav^ures or playgoers, of commentators or 
readers This is not only flue to the fact that so many of the 
dilemmas of Hamlet asr the universal dilemmas of humanity, and every 
one of us has a dash of Hamici in his own personality, but also because 
lo* sever*l unturi. s the crtractor of the Dane has been treated 
as a riddle, and even in the second decade of the twentieth 
century it provide* some excuse for the old discussion, “Was 
Hamlet really nud, or was he only shamming ?”——greater excuse, 
at tiny rate, than u apparent for the revival nf the Baconian theory 
of the authorship of all Shukespearc’s plays which has led to the 
dredging of a river and the excavaHons of the riverbed according 
to sensational iliT^'i'ons in a most ingenious cypher. 

For our pari, we confess we have neither the tune and energy 
to ditiuss old thrones nor, we may claim, the presum ptuousneas to 
offer a theory or our own ah iut Hamlet’s madness. We are content 
to bell ve that lJainioi is by nature inclined to insanity and that 
though it is trui llut he intentionally puts “an antic disposition” 
on, the disclosures made by his father’s ghost have in reality also 
unhinged his muid so that his “noble and must sovereign reason” 
ia “ like swecL belli jangled out of tune and harsh " Nor do we 
think did Mr Allan Wilkie interpret his character differently. So 
fai he too vrsi t on tent to follow in the steps of the latest Hamlets 
on the singe At times he was clearly “ mad but north-north-weat ” 
and Lold many home-truths that cut like a razor But, as Coleridge 
interprets the character, at other times his wildness was but half false 
11 He play* that subtle trick nf pretending to act only when h- 
is very near being what he acta." But we do not think there is 
any justified ion in the play os Shakespeare wrote it for Mr. Wilkie’s 
showing Hamlet so much e xcited at the end of the play scene as to 
catch hold of the King by the hand and almost struggle with him. 
The excitement is there right enough But it works itoelf off in the 
frenzied imitation of the actors afar king has gone when Hamlet 
"rants"out the lines, 

Why Irt the stricken deer go weep, 

The hart ungailcd play, 

hor some must watch, while some must deep 

Thui runs the world away 

Mr Wilkie s action was far too much like that of a man who could 
revenge himself on the king, but that, as we know, u not Shakes¬ 
peare’s Hamlet. 

He interpreted the passion of love in Hamlet for Ophelia well 
enough and specially in the burial scene; but there was an overdose 
of excitement in the earlier port of Act III. k. i. The famous 
soliloquy, 

To be, or not to he, that u Mm qaastMo, 

■hows Hamlet to be more perplexed than excited, and when he sees 
Ophelia enter the room he is more of a refined and even stthdued 
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iat«r than the excited 
murder. 


who seeks revenge for his father's 
4 


thy orison* 

*e £j l ^!ri^ L l f! , L Wi1 ^ tot«PWf--*od. we beliere, coireetly- 
behmd |k.m^ k?J* *9 W " dil «> ve n' of some one 

WfiwdSSK ^ h * d “* ed PP^“ « * decoy. Polonies left do 

jR* ■■dT T* * 2 , ^‘f dined ,0 think ' °P“ rfthe 

COrtsfaL^rouU suggestion—the shaking of the 

then„ we feel ^® en * * u ^ er !■* of " business •, ” but even 

•benriii*I»oS!l^l k r"..? 0 ?.^ row ,h “ m Hamlet's 

L? t?™*? 1, , ^ thss to > nunnery " was a lover's 

rather than the denunciation of an accuser. And although 

JnisuMw fot whteh Polomus was responsible, there is a good deal 

wMmi'tes L^ ! e \ en •** *bould have joined the ranks of his 
ff!?” f*” 1 "** fte ready tool of her father and the king, the 

frequent repetition of the words, “ Get thee to a nunnerv " clearlv 

wm 1 “r“*?“* ■ hw ™ th * t •»« ®‘i» fsiU for her, although he 

ILSTof^ . h, "“i elf - Mr Wi,kie Bhowed s" unnecessary 
HT-excitement and, we are sorry to say, thus lost much of the 
twauly of a unique lovwacene in which the earlier iiawion of love 
stands at bay in the struggle with the later passion of revenge, and 
the result u the altruum 6f his advice, “Get thee to a nunnery," 
which is characteristic tidither- of love nor of hate, but of a curious 
mature of both. 


V/e axe sorry to appear so critical of the performar.ee (if a must 
difficult part; but we cannot help expressing that in ‘pile o! an 
evident grasp of the important fact that Hatnlui thinks audibly mther 
than declaims his soliloquies, Mr. Wilkie failed io some extent in ihi 
eaecution of hn conception. It was not thaL he had any “ m i «u.*, 1 
and we believe same Indians in the audience, who had t vu1< nil) 
come to hear him declaim the familiar lines of I Jamie t in a way to 
out-orator the orators of Beadon Square, went away somewhat dis 
appointed. We may also add that we certainly do not wish Hamlet 
to be inaudible in his thinking, and have much sympathy /or those 
playgoers who have recently complained that they have never in 
their life heard the line, 

Angela and minister* or pace defend us ' 

when spoken on the stage, though we mu*l say our own experience 
has not been so unfortunate. To do Mr Wilkie justice, it must also 
be confessed that the electric fans are an evil, though in this climate 
4 very necessary evil indeed, and that playgoers who come to see 
a play—and Hamlet at that—an hour and a quarter after the 
time of the London audiences—have no right to complain if an 
actor rushes through his lines. But the fact still remains that wr 
were not impressed as we should have been with the fact that 
a self-introspecting moralist, with an analytic bent of mind, was 
11 scanning ,5 situations in which some time or other everyone of uc 
has been placed, and vainly endeavouring to solve the eternal riddles 
of all humanity ; and that a magician, called Shakespeare, had by 
his subtle surgery lifted, as U were, the brain-cap and let us stoop over 
and see the hitherto unseen innermost working of such a nund. 
To some extent Mr. Wilkie, in fact, makes us wonder which is the 
oak-tree and which the costly vase of Goethe’s apt smiihc he is 
such an active and robust Hamlet. 

Though we would not like to he unjust to the many other 

^ urs of Mr. Wilkie’s Company, it is a fact that in Hamlet the 
-light is meant to be monopolised by the unhcioic hero of 
the play, and one never thinks much of what the others do. But 
Miss Hunter Watts' Ophelia, though inclined to be a little loo 
rebellious for the docile and pliant daughter or Pulomu* in the 
earlier scenes, was as petfoct as we can imagine in her madness and 
we think she materialised for us the conception of Shakes pert, 
which he puts into the mouth of Laertes, 

Thought and affliction, passion, licit u*elf 
She torn* to favour and to prctii’rt: a. 

Miss Clanchy was very queenly, hut her subsequent peilormxutr 
•d other riles leaves us in doubt whether she a a* acting, or only 
sailing on tbe stage, as she sails through life, with a habitual 
queenliness of deportment, and ask ourselves, Was the statuesque 
pose art or nature? Whatever u be, it wps excellent Mr. Fittar 
must certainly have a grievance against his Manager for depriving 
him of the one excellent speech winch foil* to the lot of the King in 
Art III, sc. lii. 

O, ray offence u> rank* it amelia to heaven , 

It hath the primal ekW emas om;n t, 

A brother's milder, 


character saved a little in this hot Hamtefa on mJuclaacc and md> 
erwrioation, due to too much jelfanafyeis, is thereby beet JUustnted. 


Now might I do il pal, now he u prtyn* s 
And now III do *t; and M he godj wmntai 
And so tin I revenged That would he acum* 
A villain kill* my rather; and for that, 

I, hit aole son, do this gtme villain tend 
To heaven- 

O p this is hire and mlary, noi revenge. 


Mr. Mansfield was a good Laertes, but Mr. Weir did not impress 
us as Horatio^ the only mend of Hamlet and one who relieves to 
some extent bis terrible moral isolation in the corrupt and rotten 
State of Denmark. Mr. Gordon, however, was an execellent Firs' 
Grave-digger and could well challenge comparison with Mr G. V 
Weir’s father, who used to play the part in Mr Benson's Shakesp-rwn 
Company 


We do nut, however, thinL wl .ul- singular in believing tha. it is 
not Hamlet that ii th« best of Shakespere’s plays, but Otft.'Ho, and 
that, in spite of the focussing of interest on the Prince of Denmark, 
the nobler character is that of the Moor of Venice. Thanks to 
(Coleridge, wc have a far juster new i ,jtion of Othello’s real character 
than was perhaps entertained dining the 300 years that inter 
vened between Sbokospere and Ins most subtle and suggestive 
commentator. Ruskin, following the lead of Coleridge, has remarked 
that most people regard Shakespeare's heroines, his ItademaiiAs and 
Ophelias, in fact all save Lady Macbeth as less skilfully drawn and 
interesting and far more alike than his heroes, and he seems 
la agree wiih Coleridge in thinking that it is in this that Shakes 
peart is perhaps truest to nature. *• Most women have no 
i hararkr at ilj,” said Pope, and meant il for b satire. Coleridge 
says dial Shakespeare, who knew men and women much better, saw 
'hat, in ftut, it was the |>erfcction of women to be characterless. 
In American lady, Mrs Gilman, has explained the reason for 
this characterlessness in a most remarkable book, f< Women and 
Lionomics.” She says that 111 a 'Handbook of Proverbs of All Nations” 
it ts to be observed that the proverbs concerning women are an 
insignificant minority, and even these almost mvari&Oly apply to them 
m general to the sex Occasionally a distinction is made, but in 
« ommon thought it is simply 11 a woman * always. 


The IkmlsI if ihu profligate that lie knnws 1 Uie slx , 1 ,<i rereiuJy ciprrvsed, 
')Y * new poet 

1 The ihinrs you will leira /iom ihi Yellow and Brown 
" They'll *elp you an eap with ihc White 

iIil cctrnvnsuB of public* upniion of all lime goes lo ihow dut the 
JwjftrlertliLj common to the sex have predominated over the character 
i5liu distinctive of the individual,--a marked excess m wx-d extinction 
From the time our children are barn, we use ev er y means known lo 
accentuate sex-distinction in liolh boy and girl \ and the reason that thr 
U»y is not bo hopelessly marked by it is that he has the whole Ik Id of 
human expression open Lo him heeidea In oar steady insistence on 
proclaiming &ei distinction we have grown lo consider most human 
utnbuhM u oianculine attributes, for the ample reason that they wen- 
allowed lo men And forbidden to women. The whole field of human 
progress* has been considered a masculine prerogative. 

Now, both Colcridgt and Ruskm think that this 11 masculine 
prerogative " which gives individuality to the mere men has resulted 
m the failuit of man, for the heroes of Shakespeare's tragedies bring 
upon themselves most of their affliction on account of defects of 
i h&rader Lear's imperiousness, Macbeth's overvaulting ambition, 
Hamlet’i vacillation from too much sensibility and procrastination 
from excessive thought eall Nemesis after them and exemplify 
Shakespeare's habitual mode of creating the characters of his 
herues by giving them some intellectual or moral farulty ip 
morbid excess and then place them, thus mutilated or diseased, under 
given circumstances. Both Coleridge and Ruskin tlunk that Othelki 
is the only exception to this) that in his case it is not his own defect of 
character, not even a slight moral blemish, but that the unmitigated 
and almost superhuman villainy of logo alone brings about the* tragic 
end. The forces of evil in this case are something like the uo 
discriminating and inexorable destiny of tbe ancients, against which 
Othello struggles to the last, blindly, incoherently and vainly, 41 a 
Laocoon amid the setpent’s coils." He alone among all the heroes of 
SUakesperian tragedy u absolutely noble, while in IagoS case alone is 
Shakespeare's own great dictum, 

There is a rod of goodaesx in things evil, 
belied. 

The obvious reply to this kind of comment is that Othclio is too 
manifestly of a jealous disposition, and that it ia this grave defect of 
character that brings about the final crash. To this Coleridge has 
given an effective reply. He says in ha 11 Table Talk *j— 


which proves that conscience is still admitted lo audience uc- 
cariooally, and demarcates a single crime from a habit of guilt. But 
Mr Wilgle can easily shift the Kanta to tbe playgoers who come at 
9-30 and demand inordinately long intervals even then. All the 
same, it was a pity to lop off this scene, for not only is the King's 


Jedoasy does not strike me u the point m hh 


lh*L 

her. It tci a 1 
‘ Bit yet ihe/iQP of it, 1*01—O lego I 


6 I take it lo be imikcr 

U tiff tote* 

ret rn tMwSridtt f*n 
nUpi 1 . 
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Jealousy it based on suspicion, and how unsuspecting Othello was 
is proved by the tiresome repetition of the epithet, “ Honest, honest 
lago,” and the two estimates of his character, one by a friend, the 
other by an enemy, one by an equally unsuspecting person, the other 
by the most suspicious, namely, by Pesdemona and lago And 
Othello himself confirms these estimates by speaking of himself as 

One not easily jealous, bat, being wrought, 

Perplex'd in the extreme. 

Those that may still doubt should compare Othello with Loonies, 
a really jealous man, in Winter's Tate , with I <eonatus, an otherwise 
good man, in Cymbeline, even to Claudio in Much Ad) About 
Nntktn^ and last, but nut least, tn lago himself The fact is that 
just as it is easy to be a prophet after the event, just so it is easy 
for the playgoer to call Othello, who is not behind the sreriu, jealous, 
after seeing lago, so to speak, make up in his dressing-room It is 
only too dearly to prevent the audience from making such i mistake 
that Shakespeare makes Othello and even Cassio call (ago honest 
to Irequently. 

If there is any chink or cranny in this castle of nobility and 
goodress, it is as he himself confesses in the end. He “ loved not 
wisely, but /w well.” We are not disposed lo attach much import¬ 
ance to the fact that he broke the social laws by carrying DesJcmona 
away secretly and against her fathers wishes, and still les< importance 
to the fact that in tr^ng them the story of his life he talked of “men 
whose heads beneath their shoulders grow—” people that, he must 
have known, “evisLed nowhere save in hi? own Tnagmdtion." It is 
the best proof nf Othello's gi cat nobility of character that a critic 
confessedly committed Lo discover in him a delect of character can 
find nothing worse .han this. But even this is nothing, for whatever 
Othello may or may not have known, we do not know whethtr 
Shakespeare himself, who created the character, and in whose days 
kings used to write treatises on witchcraft, and innocent women were 
burnt for witches, knew any better All the same then- is little 
doubt that his choice of Cassio as his lieutenant, instead of the more 
efficient Tago—we musl not furgtt that Ins villainy is wholly unsus¬ 
pected -was due to the fact that during his long wooing of Desde 
mono, Cassio 11 went between them very oft '' Slight as this injustice, 
even though not injustice m r ratify,— was, it becamo the first and 
the main motive of lago's intrigue, and the weakness ol Cassio —even 
though more physical than moral, supplied [ago with a weapon whn h 
none knew belter Lu neild 

Now, the impersonation of Otheho's has one great disadvantage 
Quhke Hamlet's, Ins cluiaUcr is not entirely formed from within 
himself, nor is he the sole interest of the drama In fact, no Othello, 
however excellent himself, can succeed on the stage unless there is 
an equally excellent logo to bring out the gradual development of 
the character. The serpent as well as the Laocoon are necessary for 
the masterpiece. Mr. Pittar's was by no means a bad lago, but for 
a character of such perfect fiendishness there is a world of difference 
between “ideal” and “notbad” He wasunrelenting enough and 
never fora moment keened his coils round the writhing form of 
Othello. But he was not sufficiently subtle and deliberate. His 
points were many, but he did nut bring out their full force Ho 
rushed forward too {breathlessly to convince cho audience fully But 
this was partly due to Mr. Wilkie's own precipitation and the praise 
nr blame muse be equally shared. 

Our own conception of the Moor is that of a great volcano 
with tremendous passions dormant beneath many a thick stratum 
<ii se decontrol, or of a nughty river harnessed by the master mind 
of on engineer whir knows the laws of torres and motion and has 
provided with his skill arid art a dam even more powerful than the 
strength ot the element for all foreseen contingencies But 
Tago's villany, being almost superhuman, is an unforeseen contingency 
There is at first %n occasional rumbling below that is in marked 
contrast with the idyllic scenery of the hill-top The water at flood 
lime tireaks through the dam here and there which is instantly re¬ 
paired. But at last the “self-government” of the Moor fails m its 
sustained struggle against the fiendish perfidy of the Venetian. 
The crater bursts and a lava stream of pas?ion, an avalanche 0/ hot- 
blooded rage rushes down. The dam bursts and the surging flood 
sweeps everything before it. The force of the onward rush is all 
the greater for having been chocked so long. The castle that had 
defied the cannonade so long begins to erraub'e at last, and the very 
strength of its adamantine walls increases the loudness of the report 
whrn they fall and leave it a majestic and even a beautiful tuin. 

Mr. Wilkie was magnificent in the rage of Othello. He *as 
splendidly passionate in showing that he loved too well But we 
must confess that the picture lacked definiteness. The light and 
and shade were not brought out as dearly as they should have been. 
The outlines were not sufficiently distinct. Although there was no 
monotony, the whole gamut was not played. The expression of 
feeling was superb, hot the repression was not fully,brought out. 
Whal the Moor did we all saw- But wtytt he had resisted we did 
not see equally dearly. Again, in the tad Act, Otbe^Q has regained 


his composure, He fully realises that the doom of DeadmuiA would 
be irrevocable and yet seals her fate deliberately and almost without 
regret. He who has loved only too well can yet kiss her and keep 
his senses under perfect control. He does not murder. He only 
pronounces the sentence and then executes it He is the vindicator 
of heaven's law of beauty which, according to another great poet is 
that 4 ‘ Beauty is Truth, Truth Beauty.” He is the sanour of 
mankind whom “ she'll betray " if she does not die forthwith. It is 
the sword of justice that he weilds And, whatever may be the facile 
or the complex code of Venice or Florence, this is the rigid and yet 
simple law under which the Moor has been nurtured. He is no 
Hamlet, and conscience, insteady of making a coward, of him, 
leads him on to the execution of heaven's decree agginit the fair 
that was so fatal. As he had said, " to be once m doubt is once to be 
resolved." Resolution, although it did not come so soon as all that, 
came lo him at last and restored the habitual balance of his mind. 
He had finally capitulated to Ingt/s villany, and he is not the one o 
hesitate in abiding by the terms of the capitulation When the 
whole fraud is discovered, he pronounces judgment on himself also 
in his last speech equally calmly, and although the circumstances 
are changed, equally correctly and executes u just as unflinchingly, and 
with no more regret for himself than he had shown for Desdcmona. 
An ideal Othello must bring all this out and though Mr. Wilkie 
is not the ideal Othello, and emphasised the lover who is much 
moved rather than the judge who cannot be moved, his performance * 
was very creditable He " is cheered tremendously and he deserved , 
the applause, for [Mission it this pitch utxus the powers of the moat 
experienced actor. 

Miss Hunter Watti was an excellent Dcsdemona and well dis¬ 
played her unsuspecting nature with all ns free and innocent and, in 
fact, unselfish and noble impulses. She was the Desdeiuona that 

Is lair freris well, loves com piny, 

Is Tree of speech, *ipgs, plays ind dance* well. 

But in showing this gaiety Dcsdcmonfl has to prove that 

Where virtue is these Air more virtuous 

This is brought out by Shakespeare ir the delicacy of DesdemQna 
which whs remarkable alike r or his and her age. Km ilia tolls lago 
how the Moor hail abused her and she asks, 

Am L that name, logo ? 

/ago Whal name, far lady ? 

Dei. —Such as she tny lord did say f was. 

But with remarkable subtlety, Shakespeare brings il out to the 
fullest when Emila, a vutumis woman as we know her, acts as a foil 
in Desdemona's still greater virtue in the scene when she is undress* 
ing for the fateful night and is forced Lo exclaim after Emilia's frank 
confession, 

fleihrew me, if I would do surh a wrong 

For the whole world 

But this, perhaps the most artistic scene in the whole play, with 
ns haunting song, 

Sing willow, willow, willow 

was left out xltogcthei Tills too may have been due to the lateness 
of the hour. But whatever the cause, the effect was distinctly bed 

Romes and Juliet was also acted. Mr Wilkie’s Mercutio’s was 
entirely worthy of him and Mr Mansfield was a good enough Romeo, 
better perhaps in the scene with the Friar than in the famous Balcony 
Scene, where his love making almost surfeited the audience. We 
wonder whether anyone from the North, howsoever 11 dark and true 
And tender 1 d may be, can put into this scene all the ardour and fire 
of the warm South that Shakespeare himself caught so minculouBly. 
Miss Watts' Juliet in the scene when she drinks the potion of the 
Friar was thrilling and we congratulate her warmly. 

The Bills was also acted, and if we are to believe the Right 
Hon’ble Mr Birrell that even Irving flung aside Hamlet's tunic or 
Shylock's gaberdine to revel in the melodramatic glories of Tbs 
Bells, we may suspect that Mr. Wilkie welcomed the change no 
less According to the Secretary for Ireland, genius 10 the author 
of the play is a terrible obstacle in the way of the actor, for behind 
the Hamlet of the best actor, there looms a greater Hamlet than 
them all—Sbakesperae's Hamlet, the real Hamlet. But, as he says, 
Mathias is quite anoLher kettle of fish, all of the actor's catching. 

“ Whn ever ” he wrote, 11 on leaving the Lyceum, after seeing TAr 
Bells, was heard to exclaim, 1 It is all mighilj fine; but that 
is not my idea of Mathias ?'" We agree with him in thi'4 and 
think that The Bells is almost outside the critic’s jurisdiction. All 
the same it was “ mighty fine " as Mr. Wilkie acted it, whether it 
was anybody's idea of Mathias or not We hope Mr. Wilkie would 
1 till draw the large house that he has lately been drawing and that 
when he returns to England—thorough we trust not soon—he would 
not have to sat to Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree and Mam. Foribes 
Robertson and H. B. Irving, whom we should like to see in India 
soma day, that he had espied the nakedness of the land. 
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The News of the War. 

Th* statement of the Austrutn Premier on the 25th October m 
which he declared that the Porte had utterly failt^d to appreciate the 
timely advice of Austria in favour of agreement with Italy, has- ( au%ed 
ao unfavourable imprewun m Constantinople The papers emphasise 
that they do nol blame the llakki Taxha < ahmet for not accepting 
such advice but for neglecting the detenu's 'Hie papers assure 
Amina that ihe will not be troubled with the m» dial ion question 

Reuter wired from Tripoli - A force ul Turks ami Uabs 
attacked the Italian lines at Mairy, liume liana, on Ibe iimrning ul 
the ifith October and advanced to within a score of yards I h avy 
fire from the Italian troops forced them to retire with great loss 
Reuter wired from Milan —General Cancva has completed his plans 
for an advance into the interior ol 'Tripoli 'They include the 
elaboration of the South African blorkhousi system A c ham of 
forts will be constructed from 'Tripoli to Churgi.in Rcuti r wirtd 
from Malta:-The passengers arrived here from Tripoli state that 
the fight of the 13rd October was of the severest description The 
Turks, it appears, feigned their retreat towards the desert, then tried 
to envelope the Italians. Three com panics of the Brrsaglieri were 
annihilated and several of their officers, who were taken prisoners, 
banned and mutilated Reuter wired from Tripoli -- An aeroplane 
on the 94 th October found via thousand Arabs curio hn£ a portion 
of Ibe Italian front. Simultaneously the Italians found again that 
there were numbers of armed Arabs on thnr rear Thereupon the 
warships shelled the oasis in order to clear the Utter out T Jirco 
hundred of the enemy’s dead were found outside ihc Italian left, 
having apparently been killed in a previous affair 'The Italians 1 on- 
tmne to seise rifles in Tripoli, wlu ie they arc* hidden in cellars and 
wells. They have alio secured over a million cartridges The 
Crack Italian regiment of Grenadiers is going 10 Tripoli to Fill the 
gaps caused by the casualties Casualties of Lin. ajnl October at 
Tripoli are still concealed, but in letters Irom correspondent % tin y 
are variously estimated at from eighty killed to four hundred killed 
and wounded. While fighting uuLaide the town was in progieis there 
was desperate fighting lasting an hour and a half m the sum is of 
the town. Ten Italians were shot Horn the roofs or stabbed, while 
the Italians fired revolvers and rifles wildly m ail directions The 
Italians got the upper hand and entered tin housirs. Idling every¬ 
body found with arms 011 the spot and arresting many olhtrs 
Details received show that the attack of the afiih <H tuber on Tripoli 
was well planned and vigorously and gallairly executed Thi l urks 
were only repulsed after prolonged and sew it fight mg The rerun 
naissancet made in aeroplanes greatly assistui 1 lie Italian*, the 
aviators being enabled to reveal the whereabouts of the t-unmy and 
cause the artillery and warships to intervene ■‘fficiujilly The losses 
have not yet been estimated Reuter wired Irom Malta It 
estimated that the Turks and Arabs behind Tripoli rant number 
silty thousand They are well armed und provisioned 'I V main 

body occupies a strongly fortified position It h rrporU.il that ihr 
Turks are being constantly reinforced irom the mlenor uf Tnindi 
It is further staled that the Italians have abandoned ilif ir .ulv.inccd 
trenches, the reason assigned for this move hc.ng that ! In stench 
from Ihe dead bodies threatened to i orraminate tin* watei supply 

The Outlwk learns from Egypt that Env«» Hey Ini'. Mussed 
Egypt in disguise and nut the Slinks ol the Srnussi and has 
succeeded m uniting the Min inland in a liol> wav against the 
Italians. 

Reuter wired from Rome ■ - Fully a thousand Arabs and 1 nks 
were killed during the fighting ol the 261I1 Cx tober and a pmpnrti<ma*e 
number wounded Some of the Italian Imssc-s ur* again due ro 
treaclierous shots from the rear. Consequently, all village*1 and nms 
near the oasis arc being burned and die inhabitants removed to the 
town. One hundred wen deported to the TiuimIi Islands - 
rooky islets in the Adnatii The Turkish hmlu^y in London 
States that the lUluui casualties m the lighting on die * jn»i insiant 
were 300 killed and 700 worn ded Reuter wired Irom Malta -it 
Is now stated that n( Italian advance wdl be madt until the further 
IjjOoo troops arrive. 1H#- Italian h*sv*s in ihe street fight rug and 
the suppression of the cm‘.break «n tii; town arc '.rated to he 1H0 
killed and wounded. The house 10 nous- iiwrrhtoi arms continues 
and between forty and fifry Vabs arc being shot daily. 

With reference to the statement that Eovn Hey had crossed 
Egypt in disguise and stirred up a holy war it is authoritatively 
doclamd in Cairo that Enver Bcv never passed through Egypt. 

Reuter wired Irom Rome -The Turks made two attacks on 
the sfith October on Bumehana wells but were repulsed 

Reuter wired from Rome —King Victor Emmanuel has issued 
his satisfaction with and great admiration of 


the courage of the Army md the Navy in Tripoli and say* that they 
will henceforth be united more close, ly and for ev»r L n ipom 
sacredUm 

In Italian official despatches the losses of the rnmiy during 
the recent lighting are estimated at j,ooo killed and nearly 4,coo 
wounded 

Kuitcr wirrd from Runic Kxu.pt for some skirmishes near 
Llic oasis all was quirt in TTi|Joh on the 29th Ocioher I11 an attack 
on Hums, the Turks wnr lepulstd with heavy Iom. lh/>orled Arabs 
to ihe number 0/ 920 halt arrived at the Island of L/rtica and a 
further 595 at ihe Island of Trnniti \ message from Naples sMits 
that the Dm htss ol Aosta lias -vailed for I ripoli on beard a hospital 
ship 

Ktuti r wirtd from Tripoli -Alter the fight of the 33rd October 
when the Arabs wire within die town and oasis region and atUcki-d 
the Italians from tin rear no mercy Ims i.ceii ihowr to Lhe Arab* 
Every hou^ lus hcMi scan hid f or three days .'uispuied persons 
have lx:i n shot indiscriminately, both guilty and mnuo-ir, both ild 
and young, anil, furlhtrinor. many 'umuiii have been pu to dta'-h 

Irritation iu the Italian Tress a* ihe Loutimun] suppression of 
news is growing daily New pipers which aided the Govmunui’ m 
forming public opinion 111 favjui of the seizure ul T ripoli are cijKx isllv 
indignant and maintain lhai the suppression ol l,u ts who h are Itarm-d 
iri Italy through the foreign puss is 1 arsing anxiety and a lack ol 
confidence. Mean while elalx irate and detailed accounts of great 
Turkish victories art bung published in ronctAniirioidc *rd art 
producing thi utmost inrhusv.im 

It is oiliually stated at Koine that Italian losses ai I ripoli, rr<>m 
the 2 jrd instant to tin* jfilli instant, wire 1 ’ officers and im u 
kiJh'd and lfi o'lueii. .iud 143 men unumled Jt 19 estimated that 
foui thousand Arftlis were killed 111 (In lighting wim r i tcxrk plate 
bttwun th. jjrd aim tin- a71I1 .nstont 

lhe I ondon corn spuiidml ul tin. I'Hftlnhman wind on die 
3ibt October - Despite the iigirlily of thi »onnrship it is certam 
that the Julian Inssus in TT ij ml: arc much go Her than admitted and 
that the r Task is hardt r than uas expected I fie severity of fheir 
reprisals is universally 1 ondrmneil 

Reuterwirril ficuu Rome -*Kc porn ol Italian deleatsareofne.ally 
denied E^hl lmndn d murr Arabs have betai deported to Tremile 
King Vi< Ui« Kmirufiud has g'vrn ^8,000 lor the Ted Crus:. Sourty 
and lor dk* oJic r ol Lhe l.ini'lies of Italians killed and woundui 

ReutLi’s mcbs.ige horn Tripoli of 30th October regarding rl.« 
shooting c»l siibjiccLed neisoi.s bv the I'aluins has since l>een ton- 
firmed by oihtr 1 ones pond eiils ami Ims cr* nted a sensation in ihe 
paper*, must ol whu luoinnienL upon it, deploring what they descnTe 
as * a buiihcry lor wlurh there arc few jurallels, tarnishing the aims 
of a i ivilised nation 1 

Sr.n.o pripers urge (Irtait Britain to intervene wnb an olTei uf 
mediation Varums letters appear 111 the Timrt regarding the 
Turku Italian war One from Mr Amm Ah oppeals to Christ urn 
England to raise her void 1 against the rtver&Mi to barbansm du- 
p ayed liy Italy Piulcwir L T. Hubhioi&e asks 1 u To what 11 
Kuropi iumnnUed. if the avlion of Italians passe* wuhuiit a pmti st i 
h th't dibiiuction between combatam and non-cumbataat to or 
se; asoje at the pleasure ol invaders r ” Mr George Macaulay 
Tievelyan warns theItMmns mid ask* “What will be die dfeet 
on English opinion uf persistence 111 this cruel repression ?" 

Renter wired from Rome -Admiral Aubrey ha^i suddenly and 
set inly arrived in Rome and has hail a lung interview with the 
Cabinet A scheme has been anangtd fur action uf the Italian fleet 
agauiM the Turkish Archipelagntn h ree Turkey to submit or to lose 
mure heavily The scheme will probably be earned out as soon a* the 
interested Towers have hetn inlorincd Italy will continue to spare 
rht Albanian coh-iLk imd avoid causing cum plications in the AdnaPc 
and the Ralkans. 

Despite the pro Italian statement of the Austrian Premier on 
the 25th Oclubcr the independent Austrian Tress is carrying on 
a violent ant.-lrahan tanqiaign and 1* sedulously circulating the 
official Turkish versions ol Italian reverses, causing resentment 
in Italy. Representatives of the Italian journals in Vienna liave 
sent a strong pretest tn the Austrian Journalistic Association against 
the dishonesty and mendacity of the Austrian Press. 

Admiral Aubry considers that the fleet is sufficient to occupy 
several islands of the Turkish Archipelago, apd to blockade the 
Dardanelles, and to make a naval domoiutration off Salonika or 
Smyrna. 

Mr. Harcourt, at question time in the House of Copimons, 
expressed regret at the sufferings of the British and Uhliest 
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HMm©Mir§ of the War 


The Dogs of Peace. 

By Jamks Douui v-. 

Thr c)me mii^l be enjoying himself as lie pufls his e igarelic 
smoke over ihe map uf Europe “ What a crew " he nia> murmur, 

-as lie surveys the contortions of statesmen ami diplomatists There 
is only one thing that is absolutely certain . all these gentry are liars 
There is always a good deal of lying m Europe, hut during the past 
three months the output of lies has Lruktn all remrds 1 here ivas 
a blizzard of lies during the Morocco com ersations Paris .iiul Berlin 
surpassed themselves They bed steadily day alter day until their 
lies bored all Europe. At last every sensible reader got used to the 
diet of lies. We gave up all hope of ever enjoying the luxury ol 
a lau on this earth We cultivated a nice taste in Iks \V„ became 
connoisseurs. We recognised at a glance every possibL variety of 
lie The thing became a pleasant game 

Nobody imagined that the art of lying i ould be carried any 
farther Monicao, we felt sure, was the limit We weic wiong 
Italy soon proved that lying is m its infancy She showed that 
France and Germany are clumsy neophytes She da/t dull Euiope 
by the graceful easfi of her lies 
She hatched iheTnpob plot with 
the most artistic skill She 
threw dust in the eyes ol the 
Severest liars in Christendom 
She i aught the smartest thieves 
m F.u.ope napping lb rim, 

V irnea, Pans, London and 
Constantinople are not lx nil) 
ba»)es Vet Koiik etulned 
them all. 

Tripoli used to be the haunt 
of pirate^ but Lhe old piratei 
wen evidently bunglers 1 hey 
could nut have held ft eaiulle 
to Italy How mmy lies were 
told about Ihe honihfirdimnt 
ol 'Iripoli* It would be 
uisk- to say how many g r ams 
of snnd he on the biacli ol 
'Tripoli Tripoli may 01 may 
noL have been hum ban led with 
shells, but Europe was bom- 
b a r d r d mill h"S about the 
bombardment loir my pari 
I stcadfaslly refuse to behevL 
any statement that has Bums 
printed or thiit mil he pnnled 
about Tiipnl, Nothing will 
convince' me that it has b'vn 
bombarded, or that it has not 
been bomburded Indeed, [ 
doubt the existence of Tripoli 
l have seen hundreds of Tripoli 
photographs m the papers -nil 
tme and all different L refuse 
to believe ir. any of them A 
photograph of Tripoli m rums 
would leave me frigidly incre¬ 
dulous. 'The ludo ‘J urkis,h wai 
is A war of liars whose only 
ammunition is lies ft simpli¬ 
fies life lo treat nil the lies 
with irt nial disdain. 

One iricf hurts me lhe Turks heve not lived up to their 
imputation I liave always re .cred me l urk is the most boautifiil liar 
in Europe The Italian* have dcatruyed mv r ailh in thal legend 
Ihev have utterly outclassed ihe Tin ks in mendacity I am snrrv 
that lhe Turks did not make an cfloit, like Mrs Dornbcv 'They 
oughl to haw done somt thing In show that our confidence in them 
w* not misplaced. They might to have put ‘heir lieads Logcilur 
and produced at least one good watertight he a day But the pro* 
ficien.yof the Italians seems to have paralysed them. They were 
stunned by the avalanche ot lies that overwhelmed their old-fashioned 
Oriental guile. In their despair they weakly fell liack on the truth 
I can never forgive the Turks. 

The Turks failed, for instance, to create a hero like the Duke of 
the Abru/zip the Italian Nelson whose orders rained like hail night 
And day over the Adriatic I salute the Duke of the Aforu/zi 1 Nobly 
has he atoned for lhe humiliations inflicted upon him, by the Elkins 
family. The Duke's ubiquity astonished his sailor^ He was every* 
where. I have no doubt that he dictated all the rumours that have 
made the cables blush. In England we are accustomed to Dukes. 


We ki\ow iheir little wav * Hut \u have no tlukt like tins /ire-eater 
who has been painting Lhe Mediterranean red 

Tin. *»oi iiii i the Turk* impoit a live iluki I In heUu \\\ muld 
lend Lhi in one Hut perhaps tin Tuiks do not want am dashing 
little dukis During the ‘south AI man war a leh graphic uior 
u»mcried the message', " No more horses wanud' into 1 No mure 
hemes wanted " l fane) the I inks wain no heroes I hcv .in waging 
war on a new system They are lvmg low and saving nothing. 

I he> aie lelting Italy wade deep into tin- mess hoonr r or latei thev ( 
know the Powers will lull out, and then lilt lujnest lurk mav mine 
liv lus own Ahead) the Triple Allium e is heioiniiig a lnpoli 
Mis.ilh.im i 

The truth is that nobody trusts am bod) m Emope Italy was 
afiaul thal her good friend, Germanv. would grab 'Tripoli Hi lire 
her sudden pounce, which lifts upset the Teutonh apple t ari 
The J ie is no doubt that Fram e and England nmimed at tin* Italian 
r>up Before Laly slruck she look tare to assure herself ol then 
benevolent m utralilv Hu re will be a putt) inmi'di when the 
House of ( ominous meets and Sir Edward (Ire) lenajs with 
his questioners It i" i ertain that die truth will not Ik* allowed 

to leak out The truth is that 
the House ol ( omninni lus no 
influent e over our foreign 
poliev The Foreign Office 1 
will not nve.il it* set rets, lu 
will firm that it knew mi)thing 
ahouL iht Lah.ui nntl just as 
the Colonial (Iffiurs denned 
that it knew anv thing about the 
f J i ntsun raid Bui there is no 
doubt thal it knew 

lhe 11 ague ('omentum is , 
n o w a (lead letter The \ 
1‘aulists .in unpnti n| 'Tin ir 
piper burners against war are 
re .illy worse than useless The 
powers use them .is m ririis to 
hide then intrigues Mi mav i\- 
pi 1 1 new surprises in all diru- 
lions \gadi. and ’Tripoli are 
on.v die oveituri Li other 
wools, we nun look out lor what 
a (Min has i,ilJed Disurmaged- 
don A btir/un f)pnuun 

“Old Nick.” 

Anv simple minded pvson 
who wishes to umkrstaiu! why 
I tab thinks it right at a 
moment s notui to declare 1 war 
against "Turkey in oreli r tr» si i/e, 
Tiipuli, should spend one shill¬ 
ing on an .mi lent book, infilled 
" Tile Brill'c,' whuli was 
written by an Lillian, Nu nlo 
Mac hi.nclli about lour hundred 
wars ago 

I .mi quoting m what follows 
from Mr MarnolTs translation 
in Fa erv man's Lib rah and I 
ni,n pi rliaps u mind m\ reader* 
that tin phra-i "Old Nick’ 1 
.is applied to a < er'aui gentle¬ 
man fiom eh. lit tin i ngions is duived Irnm our liuiid Mac Inave Ill's 
reputation as a political philosophy ’I In aeljit Live Mac hi.ivelhan ” 
has the siune ongin, and in view of Jt.ib s i ontt mpiuuiis relus.d to 
observe the pcac'e of F'uiope it mav In ulul.irv in quoli the theories 
nsemin uup d bv hi i grealesl pmsi wntei. tluorn s on which hu 
statesmen an nurtured 

Chapter eighteen is piac lu ulailv m mi m live It i one v ms 

‘‘the wav in whn h priiieis slu ulel kn ii t.nlli “ Faery one/' says 
Milt himi III, in pious toms, "admits how pnusewnrthv it is m 
a prince to keep faith, hiuI to live with integrity and not with cr.ilt 
Just so , Imt note die next ■*entcne , i 

" Nevertheless, oui experience has been that those print ( s win/ 
have clone great things have held good faith ol little ae nunt, and 
have known how to ■ ireunncnt Lhe intellcd of men bv cralr, mid in 
the end have overcome those who have relied oil the.r word ” 

AgainsL this truly Christian doc trine, what chance bus a men. 
'Turk who it so stupid as to 11 rel) ” on a Christian's word * Ne* 
wonder that he should be “ circumvented ,J 
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Our philosopher, "Nick/' a* Shakespeare ialls him, Iimvcu us 
in no doubt mm Uj Him me aning "Awis* lord, 1 ' says he, "cannot, 
*ncr ought he to, ktep faith when suih observance may he turned 
* iigainst him, and when the reasons that caused him to pledge it 
mist no long! r " \V< 1 J, no one Mill aicusi 1 Ih 1 > of sinning against 

this noble precept, and the present situation (mild si.irely lie better 
sumirud up than in the following delightful v-iitemt : 

“ Of thiH^ndless modern examples i ould la pun, showing 
In jH mail} treaties and engagement* hau hun math void and ot 
no rfie' l through the faithlessness of prmn s and In who lus known 
Iwst Iiom U) employ tlu lox, Ims muudid last 7 

Italy has, of imirsi, sent forth some lx uunfulh sordid d(s 
[jhU h< s, hone) itsi If is Ilss swi i l. 'I lies, ug.im, is quite ill at ■ ord.inu 
with the pn (cpts ol Machi.iu III 14 A prim*, 's,tys In . "ought to take 
dm that lie ncur lets anything slip front Ji |s lips dial is not replete 
wiLli the above-named (is< i|iisiliti( s, llul ■Hi f ’in.i} appeal to him who 
set * and hi .trs him aitngti/m meriting truthful^ hum ant , uP‘ tjfhf, 
rehgvat.s M Oik i.iii hard Is iefusi a sunk at M.ii hi.ittlh's 
i iynn.il belief in politicians assuming n ligion Sa\s in 

11 There is nothing mori neftssary to appt artoliau than this Iasi 
ijnahty, ituisimii Ii as men judge gem rally inort by the est I hau In 
i the hand beeauir it lielnngh to everyhodv In see vou, to lew to i ume 
i into loin h with you," 

. The prince might thus to lie '* ngn.il pn it mh r and dissi mhh r/ 

1 ume 14 men aiL so simpk and so suhji (i to pn si m iku ssities, that he 
who Keeks to deceive will always hud sunn mu who will allow liiniself 
Io he deceived " Htsnurek icwld n*»l him pul it nmn g« nth and firmly 
In view of riu nt ra Miirunis, it is not iiiiiiiUm sting in liml 
that 11 Old Nil k ' diMussch at 1 « nglli tin* uiv «ju«stirm w-helfur or 
nut it is eusv U> ninquir " the stall ol (In Turk ’ It is, lie thinks, 
a Lank of ‘ great diflicultv 1 Mine “lie wlm attacks the Turk nvitst 
i lmar in mind thdt lie will find him united an dhc will have Lq roly mun 


methods taav gain empire, but not glory," 
So much for " Old Nick."— M.A.F, 


Up-to-date War Songs. 

After Lord Macaulay 

Attend, all ye who list to hear the bold Abruzzi's praise, 

I sing of the thi ice famous deed he wrought in modern days ; 
When the young Turk unshakable opjxiscd his warslirps great 
With one or two old pinnaces entirely out of date 
It was a ho ut the lovely close of a mild autumn day, 

There iainc a gallant coasting ship with fearsome news to say 
Her crew had seen, near Frpvrsa, and hadn’t failed to note, 

The Turkish fleet, consisting of one whole torpedo boat 
Ills signal brave Alwu/zi hoists , aloft that signal flics 
41 We'll bical upon the foe this night We'll taki 'em by surprise. 
So i lear the decks, pul out all lights, en we their fleet pursue ; 
And nuke earli lighthouse on the hens put out its lantern too. 
\\\ needs must this precaution take, lest they our coming mark. 
I cannot and 1 will not lose the advantagt of the dark ’’ 

Night sank upon the duskv beach and on the purple sea , 

Sue Ii night Egyptian ne’er lias been and ne'er again shall be , 
From Norway to New’Zealand, from Mong-Kong to Hudson’s Bay 
Vo single lighthouse on the seas gave forth a single ray 
bo the bold l)uke his squadron led, lour noble battleship*., 

Eight arm mi mb rimers, all let Hxjsehkegrcyhouml-.fi am thi slips ; 
And through thi gloom, Tull speed ahead, they bold* made their wav 
To where at anchor, close m shore, the Turkish fieri it lay 
Meanwhile the streets 4if Rome were all agog with hurrying Icet, 
And news was passed Ironi inuuth to mouth, “ lie's seen the 
Turkish fleet 
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on his own strength thrfn on the revolt ol othcis *' Indeed, when 
lie treats of < onquesL, Maehiavelli t mplovs some very pkuii l.uc'iiage 
11 Although/' says hr, “one may lx* very *.lnuig in an nr A fonts, 
yet m entering a province one has alwHVs need of the grail wilf of 
the natives." It was just this lock of native good will that wiccked 
Italy's adventures’some iears ago io hthiupiH l see no reason to 
.suppose that the Arab trtlves up ermnln will receive Italy's nm \m 
contented troop*, witti ojhu arms ■ f \mi have tneinhs" wr;ies 
M nel mi will stwrely, "in all those whom sou have injuied in sci/n.g 
that principal it).' 1 In fact, “hf' who w'ou Id attack that -t«r true I 
the nutstdi inq«t h^w the atnum umt’on y You, mv prime, nmsi 
lie careful lest “ tb^ ruu.iuy ix not pillaged by unit nfhnaN ’ 

Tripoli Has been bum hard, d Well, that also is what M Old 
Nick " would liiwx* advised. 41 He who lx conus master of a mv 
accustomed to freedom and do tm not debt my It ” so runs his advice 
m to 11 the wav to govern ritws 11 must e*x>ectto lie destroyed by 
it" For Freedom read Inltim and the parallel is period. "The 
safest way is to dkstiov themr>., these cities with their own ideas 
f - -"0r h rtstdi them an alternauve Iwrdly cotitcmplaxed bv the * 
King of Italy, liet Tripoli have a fcste of shot and diell. t 

i There is in 41 Thu Prince " au eifhufcfiaptcr, “ conccrliipg those 
who have obtained a principality by wirkednexs.” f 'commend it to 
• the Italian Government, and especially the sentence 
i 11 It canuot be called talent tn t lay fef/on’-cttiiens, to deceive 
^ friends, to be Withoutfattk, without men r, without teligtott; such 


And greater still Ivrairie Llie i mwds and Inudg stdl the din, 

As last hum all the country round the rustu fo k flocked in 
**nnie anxious were, some full of hope, and *.oine Herein the 
blues 

And every man his neighbour asked, “Say will he winor lobe* '* 
• ••••* 

Novi day all doubts wen set at rest, and every face was glad 
All Italy witn pride and joy went absolutely mad 
For a message from Abru«/i Ciiine, and this the news it bore 
,l I have engaged the Turkish fleet and driven her ashore." 

- Truth. 

Spurioui'-Sy m ^o&i u ms. 

DP YOU,AGREE WITH ITALY'S ACTION? 

SkfPGSiTrnotf* Rev Lies or Provinient Pb^plk. 

Having addrosaeQ to the undermentioned individuals the burning 
question, “ 00 yrHrdg^ "'th Italy's action towards Turkey,, if net, 
w,hy not , apd if ?” “John Bull ” has received the following 

~ pcefoundly interesntfc rejflies — 4 

FrtOM Miss 'MARiPjCdar.t.Li 

Mo&t emplmbcftlly no l Not only h the id? a of war abhorrent 
to my superaemitfvc temperament (the penalty of genius) but in 4 ho 
- present ('Hie there is added a |>o>gnant elenienc of grief whkh cuts 
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me lo the quick. The Duke of the Abruzzi’s life 
in en dan gered. Were he to fall the delicious love 
romance that exists between him, the section of a 
kingly house, and Mim Klkin, the beauteous 
daughter of an American plutocrat, would be 
brought to a pitiful, a heartrending close This 
in my opinion is jjn all-sufficient reason for the 
prompt intervention J of the Powers. Spot the war 1 
— Yours, in tears. Marik Corelli, 

From the Rev F. H Meykr.- 

Nced you ask ? 1 succeeded in stopping the ' 
Johnson-Wells fight, and have publicly prayed fiw* 
the conversion of the intended combatants .1 
therefore have a right to call myself a pea< emakdr, 
and accordingly feel rrtysclf blessed. It is a nice 
feeling and 1 am anxious to feel some more of it. 
To which end I am preparing a petition to each 
of the Powers involved, and am organising a 
special service, lo be followed by a prayer meeting 
<all are welcome) fur next Sunday If this fails 
to bring the combatants to their senses, J shall 
take out summonses agam«t the Italian and 
Turkish Ambassadors, requiring them to show 
cause why, etc , etc.,—Yours enthusiastically 

F B. Mkyeh. 


W- P 
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W" #f NURhR hUXirVa I KO..H. K.OMK HOVS 

Mnrw Kuropa ■ - Ilrat tbnt Uys ■ I’ve no wnner gut Master With. Ini anil Master Julies settlnl down 
quietly than off gees MaaUr Virlnr hmmaiiucl on 'Ik. iHinpigL, .ind ng’ii atroM thr gran too’ 

From Miss Ciihistaiikl 1'ankhuksi.* 

Italy has my hearty suppoit I knuu next to nothing about the 

merits »t the case, hut welcome anything - war, pestilence, or any 

other horrors you iike, so long as the 

f ■ — -- emancipation of the women oi Turkey 

( * from the base thraldom of the harem jr — 

in likely to result The"* is only one 
fL burning question lit the wcrldio-day— ■ i==asB * 
! ^ V , the freeing ot woman from the tyranny 

~ ,,,an ^ Ie Iru< *^ in ^ Turkey 

V vky) m A neans the u|*enmg vif the harem door 
Go it, Italy Yours nulilantly, 

|, R0M m h (igoRuK Cadih’Ry;— 

\ 5 xV Whilst my peaceful sentiments are 

rv shocked and outraged by Italy’s pre- 

i '* J cvpiuue and unprovoked attack upon * , 

* ✓ y Turkey, as a business man I cannot J 

L f shut my eyes to the fact that a stoppage dSt^j j 

J ' f . K in the supply of Turkish coffee may 

l w result io an increase in the sale of mV 

I Cadbury’s Cocoa, which I may remind $ju 

■ 4 ' . you is a solnble essence and a most IJjP 

p > suitable beverage for the nutum< and 

v winter seasons. 

V I am pleased to ray the circulation v 

of the Daih News has increaied con- JHb "" 
pMqiw» Tumi siderably since hostilities broke out. 


From Mr. George Bernard Shaw ■— 

Yes and No —Yes, because Italy's action con¬ 
firms my omnion - originally put forward tenta¬ 
tively by Carlyle that the hulk of mankind are 
fools, and all philosophers welcome concrete illus¬ 
trations of their theories No, because Italy’s 
illustration has the defect of being a caricature, 
proving mankind lo be even greater fools than 
I had imagined. Kxtreme illustrations damage 
the soundest theories Not being a smoker the 
Turkish side of the question does not concern 
me—Your-', paradoxically. 

G. Bernard Shaw. 
From Mr Ham Oink - 

1 am sory to say 1 cannot accede to your 
request. I am at the moment writing a three 
column article on the question for the Daily 
Telegraphy and dare not dissipate my energies 
— Yours, bournmgly. Hah One. 

From Lord Mir mum 

I.CL ’em fight it out and damn the conse¬ 
quences. Milner. 

Up-to-date War Songs. 

After Thomas Hood. 

11 We're not importunate,” 

Italy saith, 

“ We'd no unfortunate 
Turk do to death. 

Wake ’em up tenderly, 

Pot ’em with care, 

Armoured so slenderly . 

Shoot in the air I 

11 Look at their forts there, 

Old-fashioned sorts there, 

While then guns harmlessly 
Damp shells are spitting 
Wake ’em up gingerly- 
Missing, not hitting. 

"Handle ’em lovingly, 

Treat ’em kid-glovingly, 

Tates now desert the poor things. 

Spare all whom s|iare you can, 

Ann wide as e’er you can. 

Leu >ou should hurt the poor things. 

" Low shall we lay ’em al) ? 

Their vital thread sever ? 

Ruthlessly slay ’em all ? 

Never * Oh, never 1 
From life’s glad history 
To death’s dark mystery 
m Shall they bo burled ? 

/I Say, shall we damage 'em ? 

Not for the world. 


“ Wake ’em up tenderly, 
Pot ’em with care, 
Armoured so slenderly; 
Shoot in the air 1 
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Public opinion (l«i by (Jioietti) w pushing Yours, with mtxod feelings. 


Italy into the Tripolitan abyss 


Qrort.e Cadbury. 


) The Shocker Siiocksd. 

Gem&nv (Pvoe’at Italy's behaviour). "What manners! I cant *mk 
, where my young friend picked em up ! 




*refitgeM from Tripoli, and raid by wax gUd to tram chat the iri^' 
fimwfeft being assisted by the Government of Malta, It had been 
•u^ted, added Mr. Hircoart, that Britain should agnd a Ship 
to protect British subjects, bin this he did not think advisable. 

An aviator succeeded in dropping four bombs into the 
enemy's encampment at Tripoli. The Turks on October 31st and 
Novdnber 1 st fired a lew shells into the town, but did no damage. 
The shell exploded in the Italian trenches and seven soldiers were 
wounded. 

The Italian Premier has issued an emphatic denial to the 
reported wholesale and indiscriminate slaughter uf Arabs. He 
says chat the Paris bad to be purged when the Arabs were attack¬ 
ing the Italians m the rear, but 2,200 were deported to tho Italian 
islands. He charges the Turks with killing the wounded, and 
gives as an instance that the Bersaglieri lost 300 killed, but only 
fourteen wounded. 

The bomb which was dropped from an aeroplane in Tripoli 
created indescribable confusion in the Turkish Camp. Soldiers lied 
in all directions and animals stampeded. The aviators will repeat 
the experiment. 

Italy has stocked a month’s supply of coal for the whole fleet at 
Tobruki which can now be used os a base for any naval operations 
against Macedonia, Syria or the Turkish Archipelago, avoiding the 
necessity for ships returning to Italy to renew supplies 

The Agi Khan has contributed ^400 to the Red Crescent 
Fund opened jointly by the Moslem league and Islamic Society 
The Moslem League has passed a resolution expressing horror 
at the atrocities committed by Italiani and syrojwthy with the 
surviving inhabitants of Tripoli The resolution further appeals to 
the British Government to use its influence to prevent a recurrence of 
such barbarities. 

v Replying to Mr. Sykes, Sir Edward Grey said that Turkey had 
■ot yet seen her way to restore the lights in the Red Sea without an 
undemanding as regards the neutralisation of the Red sea. He was, 
however, still communicating with the Porte on thi subject 

Reuter wires from Malta 1 Practically all the Italian warships 
have left Tripoli, bound for Turkish waters 

Sr, Edward Grey m die Hpuse^uf Commons, referring 
to the alleged nUssacriTtf Arabs in ’Tripoli, said Great Britain cannot 
interfere with rhe military operations of Italy, ^udi action , would 
be'lncpoststerd'wuh the neutrality of Great Britain- The Foreign 
Minister strongly deprecated questions which w*re offensive to 
otiwE countries. Mi. Mama asked Mr* Aaquiib what .actum die 
Government proposed to take to express the horror .and OUestMion 
O jf lbo mnmM the ^massacre of Arabs. Mr. Asquith replied that 
he most strongly deprecated such questions. (Checu). 


A 


Moslem Feeling in India. 

In aw emergency meeting of the Council of the All-India 
Moslem League, the following resolution was unanimously adopted 
\ The Council of the All-India Moslem league strongly protests against 
1 the intolerable revival of mediaeval barbarism by Italy in Tripoli, and 
' the brutal murder of innocent women and children, and appeals on 
foinlf fif the Mussel mans of India to their humane Government, to 
> use its good office* to put a speedy end tu thm atrocious and savage 

A public meeting of the Massalmans of Madras will be held on 
Monday the 6th instant under the auspices of the Madras 
* freridcocy Moslem League^ fo protest against the Italian atrocities 
{a Tripoli, and to open a itraf fund in aid of tbu wounded and 
qrigfiws orphans. The Host. Nawab Syed Mohamud will preside 

At a well attended public meeting of the Muhammadans of 
fqryppi bantie, MalabSr, held under the presidency of Syed 
Abdul ftahaman Bin Mahomed, the local head of the Committee, 
o^Itaday hut to sympathise with Turkey in its present rnsii, and 
so jpofcntt against the unjust action of Italy, on declaring war 
qjgiMt Turkey, it was rescued to conduct prayers on the mardan 
M wsy Friday evening, and at all mosques at all times after the 
, m# prayers of the day, and "to distribute nee to the poor. A 
Vraisriwee was also appointed to collect funds (or the relief of 
thfcfufffetet* and to carry out the objects of the resolution. 

, A meting of the leading Moslems of Karachi was held at the 
triam .Chib 00 ibe sand October at 6-30 p.m , to open a relief fund 
flMthg;ftwkish wounded, orphans and widows in the Italo-Turkish 
Vbp, It wia largely attended by the gentlemen of the different 
rtf fawn inlftra; Mir Ayub Khan, Bar-atLaw, being in the Ch/rfr. 
UTfcafreidait expressed that there was no objection on the part of 
MMStoromsMit to rake the fond, and all the Moslems should feel 
^giaMwta the British fxovetpment for the privilege- AM speeches 
hra* bf various gentlemen the following resolutions'were. 
2 jly passed i—fiat an agprel should be made to the 
jg oFttm.ftw^ by foett* of «WT drento 
Mbit Iieraanitariao object ; Thnlcopks pf tte tedhttfau 
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be sgjtto the leading Moslem Journals. AIM copiqa be furnished 
to thb members of the committee who should be requested id 
indent for th6 tickets and receipt-books. A list of person! appointed / 
to the collection business was carefully drawn otit. A sum 0#, 
Rs. 3,000 was premised on the spot. With prayers to pod foe + 
success of the Ottomans and a vote of thanks to the Chur, the 1 ', 
meeting terminated under deep feeling of sympathy • for their \ 
brethren in uouble. 

A meeting of 5,000 Mussalmans of Scrajganj was held 
on the 29th of October at 2 Mr, 10 protest against Italian 
aggression and to express sympathy with the Turks:—It was resolved . 
that they should pray to God that Turkey’s rights in Tripoli may be 
preserved. That this meeting expresses its regret at Italy’s action 
in Tripoli and condemns Italy for having entered into an unjust 
bloody war against Turkey. 

That the entire Moslem world should boycott Italian goods. s 

A correspondent writes from Bareielly:—There is much 
excitement here amongst the Muhammadans owing u> the unjust* 
invasion of Tripoli by the Italians 

A stiong wave of sympathy with the Sultan and the Turks 
which is going over the Muhammadan world has also affected the * 
public here. A red Crescent Society has boen started and people 
will gladly subscribe for the relief of the Turkish wounded and 
the sufferers. fc 

A public meeting of the Muhammadan* of Aligarh to protest 
against the Italo-Turkiali War was held in the Jump Masjid ou 
Friday afternoon, the a 7th of October 1911 The following 1 
resolutions among others were unanimously passed 1 — (1) That 
the Muhammadans of Aligarh assembled m a meeting strongly : 
condemn the aggiessive attitude of Italy, sincerely and earnestly 
sympathise with the Turks and pray for the success of their co* - 
religionists and annihilation of their enemies, (2) that Muham» 
msdans of Aligarh pledge themselves to boycott Italian gooda 
to niatk their deep abhorrence of the barbarous action of Italy; 
(3), that the Muhammadans of Aligarh pray their moot humani¬ 
tarian Government to put an end to an unconscionable, unprovoked 
and ,:ji just war, a* the traditional ally of Turkey and tho greatest 
Islamic power , (4) that the Muhammadans of Aligarh ednsider 
it their religious duty to raise funds for the help of the wounded 
Turks, and for the suppoit of the family of the martyrs. . 


New* by the English Mail. . \ 

(From thk 11 Ti^hs “ Spkciai. (Jorkv^pondini ) 

fripait, OctrAtr *. 

More or less trustworthy ml urination lias come in from the 
interior showing that the Turkish Hoops are in an unenviable plight., 
Munir Fasha, who is in command, appears to be a dear old gentle¬ 
man, incapable of independent action when denied instructions from" 
Stambul. The bulk of his force, which some place as high «a 
10,000, but which ,s probably nearer 5,000, appears to have been’ 
marched backwards and forwards in the desert, Munir Pasha having, 
a desire to reLurn and attack the Italian Naval Brigades, but not 
having the backbone to carry through hn spicndid intentions, Thk 
indecision has caused the troops to be halted about a day’s march, 
outside the town, while the baggage and camels have been sent 
without eMOrt further Into the interior 'Ihe cainehuen, realizing 
tliat the Turkish rtgtm* was at an end and that they themselves 
were unlikely to get pay or safety with the Turks, walked off with 
the camels and luuK Near!) the whole of the local conscript* and 
all the locally armed Arbs have deserted, and I understand that 
Munir Pasha ui despair has opened up communications with the 
ron mander of the Italian Naval Brigade. As the Turks have (eft 
both their artillery and their wives in Tripoli, there can never have 
been any intention of serums resistance The story 1* one which 
•should whiten Shevket Pasha's hair with grid 

For their port the Italians have entered joyously upon the 
occupation. Last night the Fleet hand played on the puuza below 
the Konak, where the new Governor has taken up his residence. 
Everything has been done to reassur^ the town Arabs, who are 
totally unnerved by the shell fire. A free distribution of meal and 
flour has been organized for the indigent, who, owing to the failure 
of the cropj for three >ear% are very numerous 

The Turkish Governor and manv Turkish officials were peremp¬ 
torily deported yesterday. 

Tnpuk, 

I have received definite information that when the Turkish 
under Munir Pasha retreated into the intenor it consisted of about 
t.ooo Turkish Nizams and 3,000 Tripolitan. Arab Rqdifs recently 
called up. Thev look with them 30 pieces of caunoo, including 1 tt 
modem quick-firing Krapp field guns and six similar mountain guns. 
Before leaving the Turks distributed 30,000 stands of < modern 
Miasm to the Arabs locally, of winch the Italians hare alravfr 
coflocted 3,000. The uujn Turkish force Is is hours 1 march ufinM* 
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where Mumr Pasha, u trying to negotiate with four powerful Berber 
Iribeii to defend the Ghanan line uf hills against a possible Italian 
advance, 

This is Italian information , my own private information is to 
the effect that Munir Pasha and his officers, after a council of war, 
have determined that resistance is futile. The question is whether 
they will surrender here or try to reach the French frontier 

The Italian Naval Brigade holding the town is 1,800 strong, and 
l*ie southern out|*osts among the palm trees are each night worried 
by sniping, which is sometimes reported os Turkish, and at other 
nnes as that of Brdums. It is probably the latter, as the wholesale 
distribution of modern rifles by tin- Turks hi^ * destroyed all order 
beyond the limits of Italian outposts There have been several 
explosions in the town due to the looting tf dynamite and |K>wder 
after the withdrawal of the Turks Someofthese, which were quite 
6‘ nre, were due to foolish experiments by the thieves. 

Tripoli^ October //, Midday . 

The van uf Lhe Italian expeditionary force arrived to-day in two 
orutn liners from Naples 1 strongly suspect that the arrival was 
due to an urgent appeal from the Navy for troops As Turkish 
officers drearer! as Arabs had been seen in the town, it is possible 
that the Turks realized that an opportunity was open to them to drive 
the weak IluIiaii naval outposts back on the town and the ships. 
In any case, there was considerable anxiety on all sides last night 
lest the desert should vomit forth the entire Turkish force., which 
might sweep through the |ia|m trees over the outposts (Commander 
Cacni drew further reinforcements from the three ships of the 
reserve squadron which are here and hurried naval field guns into the 
outpost line. The Turks, however, made no movement 

(From thk “ Times” Correspondent.) 

Constantinople, October g. 

The Press to-day publishes a telegram from the Ottoman 
t^iminandain at Tripoli, apparently received rod Tunis, report¬ 
ing that considerable damage had been done to several of 
the forts, tliat 12 persons had been killed and *3 wounded 
during the first day’s bombardment and claiming that several un¬ 
specified Italian vessels had been damaged. 

The Agence Ottomane jiublishes what purport-, to be a telegram 
from Lhe same source announcing great loss of life in the town 
owing to the *' inexperience or ferocity " of the Italian gunners It 
remains to be seen whether there u an y more truth in this statement 
than in the reports of the Italian landing at Prevent and the Greek, 
Montenegrin and Russian mobilizations published by the agency 
in question, which is now the oigan of the Salonika extremists. 

Rornt' October ith 

The Thbunu tonight published from its nmes]>ondcm at 
Tripoli a full account of the installation yesterday of the new 
Governor, Admiral Korea d'Oluio, which took place m the old Castle, 
the former Governor's residence, with all the ceremonial state that 
could fat improvised for the oraLsinn The ceremony was attended 
by HasMina Pasha, Raid of Tripoli, and all the Consuls of the other 
nations. After the Consuls had offered their congratulations and 
withdrawn, Husuna Pasha presented the Arab chiefs who assured 
thtt new Governor that the Arabs would be luppy under the new 
ruffe, provided that their religion and families were respected. The 
Governor fully reassured ihcni as to tho good and friendly intentions 
of (He Italians and shook hands with them all. 

The last to leave was lhe Raid, who showed a pm ocularly 
friendly disposition to his Italian hosts. On his departure the 
Italian troops presented arms in recognition of his tank as the sup¬ 
reme religions head. 

The character given to the Italian Lroops by tin Turks is an 
unfounded calumny ; they are doing their utmost tu make (hevuseives 
welcome. The Italian officers have shown admirable tact in their 
treatment not only of Arabs, but also of the large number ol Turks 
wbd have remained in the city. 

Malta , October 12 , 

Here in Malta it siitm* os though we arc assisting *L a great 
diama. UuUl yesterday morning the island was crowded with Arabs 
and Jews, but now the scene is changed In the streets, caft*s and 
simps well-behaved and orderly 1‘urks, some of them officers, whose 
feta* and bright uniform! giw a touch of colour to the place, are 
seen. They are waiting for art opportunity to go to Constantinople. 
Very often Turks and Italians «t side by side at the cafes, but 
absolutely no incident has taken place. 

I feel it my duty to contradict the statement telegraphed on 
ftth October that indigent Ottoman subjects were being supported by 
IhrItalian Consul. The report was untrue, but originated from the 
faat that* Tripoli Arab formerly employed at an Italian school wii 
twfct given a subsidy by the Italian Consul. 

■e 

Constantinople, October it. 

Yesterday Hahl Bey and Carasso Bffendi visited the Grand 
Visier, to whom it is behaved they made a Communication on behalf 
of tbe Caottil Committee uTgingthh Government to lose no 


expelling the Italian residents and in adopting other retaliatory me* 
“if"; • S " d P"* 1 * no» yet Uken a decision on this subject, irhkh 
will be discussed at the Council of Ministers to-night. 

The situation for the Government is mdoed difficult. On the 
one hand its German and Austrian mentors have been urging it not 
to make reprisals and to accept the situation with as good a grace 
as possible on prudential grounds, and, it is believed, that they have 
laid espenal stress on the danger of the Balkan complications to 
which Turkey is exposed by prolonging a hopeless conflict. 

On the other hand, a great body of Turkish opinion, whether 
within the ranks of the Committee or the Opposition, is strongly 
averse to the humiliation of surrender. 'The most articulate sup- 
porters of the war policy express the conviction that both Austria 
and Ruviio, not to mention other Great Powers, can and will prevent 
aggressive action on the part of any of the Balkan States, while the 
fact that the present war has not involved the slightest diminution of 
the Ottoman forces in Europe and Anatolia can bul facilitate their 
pacific endeavours A combination of a \igorous economic offensive 
with a guerilla warfare in 'Tripoli and a policy of military passivity 
elsewhere will, they believe, force the Italian Government either to 
attack its opponents elsewhere than in Africa, and thus risk Turkish 
counter-strokes or European complications, or to offeT terms to which 
l urkish amour pruprt can reconcile itself without excessive difficulty. 
Even should the policy Tail it would, at least, have made Italy pay 
dearly for her prize. 

Of course, it is impossible to say how far all the supporters of 
these tactics arc determined to carry them out to the bitter end, but 
il may be noted that the fears recently expressed here that the state 
of affairs in Yemen would imperil their success are now waning The 
concessions granted to the Imam Yahya have apparently satisfied 
him and his Zaidi followers, while the Shcrtef of Mecca continues to 
exert his influence on the Government's behalf. Further, the sum 
promised to the Malisson for rebuilding has been actually despatched 
to Skutan, and us distribution will, it is hoped, contribute to the 
maintenance of tranquillily among the Albanians Such are the views 
of the war party Only the future can show whether its estimate of 
the situation is correct 

Lmdun, October 10. 

All that wc know of the Turkish fleet is that the squadron from 
Beirut reached the Gulden Horn and proceeded to coal and lake 
ammunition on board. Whether offensive action is contemplated no 
one knows, but obviously, if such action is contemplated at all, it 
should take place during the movement of the Italian transports in 
the course of the next few days. The virtual destruction of the 
Turkish Navy would be the probable result of such action, and the 
question will doubtless be weighed whether the damage that ought, 
with luck and good management, be done to Italy would compensate 
for this loss, and whether better results ought net be expected from 
the strategy of patience 

London, 

At a private meeting on 6th October at which Sir Francis Vane 
Mr. Oscar Browning, Sir W. I 1 Byles, M.P., Mr W T. Stead, Sir 
'Thomas Barclay and other friends of the arbitration movement were 
present, it was decided to send delegates to Rome and Constantinople 
to appeal to the two Government to submit their dispute to arbitration. 
Mr. W. T Stead was chosen to go to Constantinople and Jcft Loidon 
yesterday It has not yet been decided who shall go to Rome. 

At a meeting of Oripjitalajresidenl in London, held on 7th Octo¬ 
ber at rhe Cuxton Hall, Westminster, resolutions were unanimously 
corned condemning the action ofltaty in declaring war against Turkey; 
appealing to the Sultan end Kta'if to uphold the prestige- of lda» 
tftjfjhe dignity of the Beat, and wishing success to the Turkish amu; 
and calling upon all Orientals to carry out a rigorous boycott of Italian 
goods until tins dispute is settled in a way honourable to, and main¬ 
taining the integrity of, the Sultan's Empire The chair was lafcft fl by 
Muh&mmed Farid Bey, leader nf the Egyptian Nationalist Party. 

(From thk “Times" Correspondent.) 

Vienna, October //, . 

Eui^ean diplomacy is cudgelling its brains to find an answer 1 
to the que^uon Jhow jt cirfle' may hist be ttputred. T%MfSai t 
alFcady passed into the possession but is not yet the recognised + 
property of Italy At least half the expeditionary force is understood i 
to be landed or on the point of being landed and the other half wffl / 
speedily follow. When the occupation of the Tripolitan littoral jV 
complete the world must be prepared for an enunc iation el ItaKaaf, 
sovereignty, lor there seems every reason to believe that Italy IrftC 
make a dean sweep of the vestige or Ottoman authority* and vffl W * 
contemplate the retention by Turkey of any title, do matter hbW 
fictitious, to future interference in Tripolitan affaire 

Turkey on the other band is not expected to aojuiesfe directly 
or indirectly in there highhanded but, from the Itamtfi standpoint, 
necessary proceedings, nor to recognize w tfh any alacrity gukmcof 
an accomplished fact, Thr consequence? of sponfeneoB* nmSitkm 
would indeed nnshahlv he fatal ta'anv Terlnah it dmlntiikilnn 1 
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, And of Balkan complications- -unless diplomacy can discover some 
means of solving the knotty problem. 

Hair-splitting diplomatists are reluctant to admit the hopelessness 
,5 of the search for a saving fiction. Others, not ignorant or Oriental 
tafiairs but positively minded, declare frankness and firmness to be 
[the only safe course. Turkey, they argue, has to swallow a bitter 
< pill The pill can neither be cut in halves nor coated with sugar, 

* nor for the present gilded. Since there will be danger in delay the 
only solution is for the five Great Powers to approach Turkey quietly, 

; decidedly, and to say 11 Swallow 1 11 In this case Turkey will protest, 
f will denounce the Great Powers as the abettors of robbery, but will 
-eventually obey The very strength of the moral pressure applied 
might afford a luckless Ottoman Government some justification in 
the eyes of Ottoman subjects and tend to prevent armed exasperation 
Otherwise, urge these diplomatists, the delay incidental to on attitude 
of finnicking and insincereJm^g^Ulifty on the part of Europe will 
give time to the TurfcTslT”partisans of a militant diversion to gather 
strength and to bring on the conflagration which Turkey herself, no 
less than Europe, has cause to fear 

Whatever the merits of this suggested course of action, us adop¬ 
tion would presuppose the existence of comparative harmony among 
the five Great Powers. A nearer approach to apparent unanimity of 
view among them has indeed been nouceAblv during the last v\ ok 
than at any time since Austria-Hungary threw over ihe Macedonian 
judicial reform in return for the Novi Bazar railway u ncessiori In 
view of the desirability of harmony 11 is impossible not to deplore Lhe 
tone and the wilfully inaccurate assertions of a lrghly utfir i,il ui tide 
published to-day in the Neties Wiener TagbUti upon lhe diplomatic 
history of the Italian initiative m Tripoli. 

The Tagblatt, or rather its inspirers, argue that throughout tin 
; preparation of her action Italy has stood on the side o r the Tuple 
£ Entente and has utilized the Triple Alliance only as a protection 
„ against resistance And animosity on the part of her unsuspi ctmg and 
s uninformed allies As At AJgeciros so in tins question Italy has stood 
V 1 on the shore opposite to the Triple Alliance ” Tin* is nor neces 
1 sarily a reproach to Italy, adds the Tagblait, but inerdy an explana¬ 
tion of the difficult position in which Austria-Hungary and Uermany 
lire placed. Italy was obliged to be faithless m order to cultuatr the 
favour of England and France, without whose rons nr Tripoli could 
never have been obtained. 

A Sample of Italian War News. 

Xhiim, Ol tuber xj 

A wiftRLESS message from Tripoli states trial during the whole 
night Bediun cavalry scowred the outskirts of the town, evidently try¬ 
ing either to see if a surprise by Turks was possible or to attrac t the 
Italians towards the place at which the Turkish garrison wai camped 
and fortified. The searchlights of the warships Sardegna, Umberto, 
Stciita, and Benedetto Bnn showed their whereabouts, while the hre 
of the Italian artillery obliged them several umes to retire 
(From "Times" CoRRMrowutNi) 

l\ome . Uctober . / 

An official communication issued here to-day states that At a 

r ter to a in the early morning of Tuesday the Italian Mitpusi at 
wells of Bo me! lane was attacked hy Turks. After half an hour's 
finag the attacking party retired, leaving a number of dead and 
wounded and firearms behind them. A wounded Turkish prisoner 
staled that the attacking force was comprised of two companies of 
Infantry and one of Cavalry, about 300 men altogether. The well* 
wwt also subjected to fire from the guns of the Sardegna and the 
Carlo Albert b, those ships acting on a preconcerted ugnd. 

The Italian sailors displayed much courage and Sangfroid 
Captains Cagni and Booelb were in command. A ic< orinaissinie 
made by daylight Showed that the ground was clear along *he whole 
length of the Italian front 

(From the “Times* Special CoRREfcPviNDic.Ni) 

TnprUi f (Jhiobti jo 

Care must be taken not to exaggerate the importance of the 
present military operations in Tripoli. We have here two hatulionr 
of the naval brigade bolding the fringe of the oasis facing the desert 
to Oppose any attack from the Turkish troops or desert tubes of the 
Hinterland* Sailors doing duty as soldiers are always excitable, and 
4 desert is always fall of mirages Consequently the outpost affair 
Iasi night be reported in Europe as a desperate Turkish endeavour 
b retake Tripoli. The heavy naval fire which was expended for 
hoimr on the moonlit desert will distort the proportion of the whole 
Aflair. With the scepticism bred of long acquaintance with desert 
' warfare I made my way this morning beyond the outpost line, and 
saxtriopd the path of attack. It required no Sherlock Holmes to 
read, the evidence of the land. Each phase pf the skirmish was 
pearly legible, A score or men, no more, armed with Martinis crept 
soto within geo paces of the Italian outpptt stationed ,at the town 
pimping station. Here the fire from the sailors checked them, 
fjtge pfieaof burned ctttridge cases showed where each rifleman had 


1 / 


lain. That they acre Kedifs from the locality was proved by two 
corpses, which had been left behind. That the whole party was 
similar was -.hown by the ammunition and boot tracks upon the sand. 

This affair is being exaggerated by excitable Italian correspondents 
into a desperate attack. 

The truth of the matter 11 that the Turkish rearguard, which is 
holding the oasis a few miles outside the town, during the night boldly 
despatched a reconnoitring party of about 30 men, who, if they had 
not been stopped by Commander Cagm’s admirable outpost fine, 
would doubtless have cut the Tripoli water-supply. It is possible that 
the reconnaissance will be followed hy a more determined attempt 
to-night or to morrow But proportion, gentlemen please, proportion, 
and thr sooner the Italian cavalry arr landed in order to clear up 
these undying oases thr belter 

The Balkans and the War. 

(From Tint ,l Times ” Oik respondent ) 

Sinaia, October J. 

The buddtn mptun between iLdy and Turkey has so far 
produced less exi 1 lenient in the Balkans than might have been 
expected, and noLhmg has yet occurred to disrurb the prevailing 
calm This is all the more remarkable in view of the deep-rooted 
animosity with which the subject races in European Turkey, 
encouraged by thr sympathy of the kindred population beyond the 
frontiers regard their Asiatic masters — a sentiment which the Young 
lurk r*j*iM* has done nothing to allay. The main factor in the 
situation r. the Turkish Army, to the strengthening or which the 
Young Turks ha\r, devoted all their eneigics and almost all their 
financial resources 'The improved condition of Lhe aimy, which is the 
only visible monument of the so-called regeneration of Turkey 
indicate* how r ully theYoung Turks, no less ili.in their fore- 
fathers, realize that they hold their possessions by the aword 
aline As the Army can find no vent for its energies in the 
conflic; with Italy and can, 'Otaequenfly, be employed in its 
entirety against any proactive foe, the situation in the Balkans 
remains, fur the present at least, unaffected by recent events 
The Christian States have not yet learned the lesson that joint effoi 
alone will enable them to effect the liberation of their kindre. 
populations from the Ottoman yoke, have neglected all opportunitiei 
for combination, and the advent of the crisis finds them disunite 
and, in .some cases, incapable of action 

Therefore it is rut to be expected thaL the outbreak of hostilities 
with luly would expose Turkey to any immediate danger in the 
Balkan Peninsula. The formal declaration of the Marquis di Son 
Giuliann that Italy maintains her former polity regarding the status 
quo in Llit Balkan^ and will not countenance any movement against 
Turkey in those regions has, no doubt, contributed to the main- * 
tenonce of tranquillity. For the present the danger of disturbance \ 
in the Balkans lies rather in the internal situation of Turkey than 
in the attitude of her Balkan neighbours. The prestige of the ruling 
coterie ha* vanished, and should serious internal confusion or civil 
war be ihc consequence, a general conflagration will almost inevit- ; 
ably follow In such a case it is highly improbable that the Young 
Turks would again enjoy the immunity from foreign attack which ; 
enabled them to carry 0111 the movements nr 1908 and 1909 un- i 

mulcsUnl lr«>in ahro/ul They will not again find Allies in Bulgarian 
komitajn, Greek 'in tartar } and Uhaniaii lrerlam.es, and promises I 
of liberty, equality, and fraternity will be lavished in vain For / 
the present, however, the Young Turks may lx* accorded a certain f 
iespite in the Balkans, and the rn cum stances that the season / 
for campaigning is nearly over is not without importance in this / 
connexion That they will be granted a biiml.tr period of grace at 
home is wry problematical, and interest for the mument, therefore, 
is concentrated on the internal situation. It lies been suggested 
that the governing caucus in order to ectupe a catastrophe at home 
will endeavour to restore its prestige by an unprovoked attack upon 
Greece and a cheap victory in Thessaly Thr false re jKirta of the 
landing of Italian troops at Prevtva issued in Constantinople may 
be designed to prepare the public mind lor the concenir ;uon of the 
Turkish forces in the V layet of Yarina n ,11 the (-reck frontier, and 
it seems doubtful whether the assurariu.^ already offered to the 
Greek Government can be relied on. The ext nr-ment prevailing 
in Southern as well as Northern Altxima may possibly warrant 
these military measures, but it is certain that Italy, in accordance with 
her previous understanding with Austria, will refrain from lending open 
support to another Albanian revolt Thai Itnly luvc? received the 
previous sanction of both her allies for her piesent adventure n 
beyond doubt, and, according to information received from the 
most trustworthy source, the intervention of Germany at the proper 
moment bos already been arranged. As the friend of Turkey and the 
ally of Italy, Germany will propose a seulement calculated in some 
degree to save the face of Tui 
accept with gratitude. 



Turkey which That Power will ultimately 


Whether the Young Ttirks will spoil this arrangement by a 
sudden attack (Hi Greece remains to lie seen Greece, under thr 
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_ -. of M. Veomftot, wjU carefully refrain from any 
IE* f 6 *?* 8 Bt ®P- The danger at this point ties in the attitude of 
U* lasdera of the combined opposition in Athens, who seem 
Wpottd to exploit the susceptibilities of a peculiarly * xcitable people. 
The demonstration in Crete, largely engineered by M Venezelos’s 
, enemies* were, inevitable, but may safely be left out of account 
IThe bellicose vapouring* of irresponsible politicians in Athens find 
ttheir counterpart in Belgrade and Sofia The Belgrade journal 
demands the immediate occupation of Novi Bazar. In 
toofla Dr. RadosUvoff and M. Malinoff strenuously advocate a 
* forward policy. Ii is unlikely, however, that M. Milovanovitch, 
a statesman of great experience, or M. Gucshoff, whose Government 
has just obtained a large majority at Lhe elections, will lie rnmpelled 
to yield to ultra patriotic clamour 
I The aLlitude of Bulgaria, of course, i\ of supreme importance 
f at the present moment The remit check to the negotiations for a 
commercial Lreaty with Turkey has produced a certain irritation not 
calculated to assuage the deep seated indignation caused by the 
oppression of the Bulgarian element in Macedonia But King 
1 Ferd found i>. nothing if not circumspect, and hr will scarcely risk 
war so long as the Turks present a united front He must also 
v take into account the altitude of Rumania, which may prove tfo 
' determining factor 111 the situation. That Rumania has largely 
j modified her Tnrcophil policy is beyond doubt The verbal assur 
| ances or a foimer (Government with regard to .1 mobilization in 
\ certain cin uniNtam cs on behall of Turkey is no longer regarded as 
1 binding. I have tin best authority (or slating that Rumania will, 
for the present, employ nil her influence for the maintenance of Lhe 
territorial \latu\ ifnn and the preservation ot [ware Should the 
'Crisis become acute slip will play for her own hand exclusively, and 
jin the case of the aggrandisement of neighbouring States, she will 
>1 naturally claim comixmiation Such a policy by no means neccsii 
latex an attitude of hostility towards Bulgaria or excludes the 
possibility of an amicable arrangement with Lhat country The 
remarkable development ot the Rumanian military power cannot 
be overlooked in any forecast of the situation, and is strikingly 
exemplified m the extensive military manuLuvn^ now taking place 
in Moldavia and the Dobrudja Rumania maintains an expectant 
attitude and is prepared for all emergencies The belief, howevei, 
is entertained in responsible quarters that ik present msts will 
over without any serious disturbance in the Balkans 
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Interview with Pet hi Bey. 

As to the prospt (is of the Julian operations 111 Tripoli. Felhi Bey 
who had till last week been Turkish Military Attache in Paris, bui 
is now on his way to Tripoli vta Gabes in order iu lake i-oinmand of 
lhe Turkish (General Staff, has given hr; view* to a correspondent ol 
the Ttmpa who unveiled with him on board the same steamer 
Fethi Bey began by saying Lhat it would be folly lor the Turks to 
await the Italians within the old walls of Tripoli nr even to give them 
battle in the open country The Turks, he believed, would exhibit 
all their traditional patience and tenacity. Tn spile uf statements to 
the contrary, he believed that the vast majority of the Arabs in the 
Interior would ream all temptation of immediate gain and would 
Hand fast by the Turks m defence or their religion and country 
But the important thing Mould be to transmute tin m: Aruba from 
mere adherents into sc rviceahle auxiliaries This could be rapidly 
effected, and, indeed, some of the Arab tribes had already formed 
themselves into cavalry lloops like the Algerian " goums ” in 'he. 
service of France, There were many Arab officers who had passed 
through the Turkish military schools who were fitted by ihcir special 
knowledge to take command ol tbes* Tripolitan "gowns" The 
Iteamer Demi 1, which haij i»o cleverly run the blockade, had landed 
pfentv of aumiuniiionaind 30.000 rifirs. and, indeed, the Arabs wti'- 
moltly armed alrraily wuh Gras, Martin, or Mauser rifles, and knew 
very well how to use them 

The Turkish plan would therefore be Ui retreat to the mounuuus 
of NefusA and to concentrate upon K&zar-Yefrcn Zincan and Dajd'i 
There was plenty of wotnr fnr an army in Lheso distorts, and such 
provisions as has been collected during the last few weeks cm the 
coast were doubtless already on their way to the interior. There also 
would be concentrated the troops which had hitherto been on the 
Tunisian frontier or in garrison at Cbabes and Fezzan. In Lheir 
mountain camps they mignt hope to have collected in a few weeks 
some 13,000 regulars and two or three times as many Arabs, well 
armed, and already to some slight extent disciplined Then and only 
then would the serious struggle begin, lhe Italians talked of 
remaining near the coast, but their officers would soon find that 
fenders could not always choose their ground, and that the enemy 
might force their hand. The Turks would never give the Italians any 
rest and would k*ep them on the move. If the Italians stuck to the 
dty of Tripoli they would certainly not have conquered the country, 
and the Turks would return and lay siege to the capital. Even if the 
Italian superiority in numbers eventually proved decisive, the Turks 
would still have been able to save the honour of their country by 
dybg 


Fethi Bey and his friends hoped to reach Ben Genfepe and the 
Tripolitan frontier in a motor-car by way of Medtnine and Zaoid, 
which, barring unforeseen accidents, would have taken them two days. 

Interview with Haladjian Effendi. 

A Kkpresfntvtive «»f the Near East was teserday granted 
a lengthy interview by Haladjian Effendi, late Turkish Minuter 
of Public Works in Hakki Pasha’s Cabinet, who arrived in London 
from Constantinople on Mnnday and left for Paris last evening 

The lonvcrvation naturally turned on Anglo-Turkish relations, 
and 1 he ev Munster deplored Great Britain’s silence and apathy in 
lhe Tripolian incident. 

"Great Britain has lost a splendid opportunity," he said, 11 to 
redeem that supremacy in the Near East which was hers before 
recent happening* 

11 The truth of the matter is that she lost that opportunity owing 
Ui insufficient information—at times even perverted—regarding 
Turkish affairs. We in Turkey have a sincere admiration for Great 
Britain, which h» 9 helped us on tnany difficult occasions , we, young 
in nur constitutional struggle, look up to her os our senior, from 
whom to gain wise counsel, and it would be ungrateful on our part 
not to izcoumse Lhe benefits wc ha\e derived from her in the past 

“ On tlir- fit ho hand, we do not wish to be misunderstood. 
W* make mistakes, but < Great Britain's policy ought not to be the 
reflex ot those mistakes, mid certaihlv we ought not to be mis 
represent*d lake, for 111 lance, the information which is published 
in Great Britain concerning the Salonika Conference It is stated 
that the Committee has been trying to incite religious animosity 
between the Crescent and the Cross I defy anybody to prove to 
me the Rccurary of this statement. The fact is a party must be 
judged b) its enemies Who are the enemies uf the Committee ? 
The reactionaries, the followers of the Hamidian rule, those 
fjcvantines who seek above all things the disintegration of the 
Ottoman Empire Hoes England desire that disintegration ? No . 
then why thr, campaign ol calumny against the Committee ? By 
destroying it you desi-oy the rftime, the integnty of the Ottoman 
Enipue Mind you, I uni not a member of die Committee I am 
a Libi-nl, bui I folly realise that, despite its bulls, the Committee 
has regenerated Turkey to the greatest possible extent during the 
past few years We must not be blinded to the great benefits of 
the rtgime y by crrois which may have been committed. Under 
Abdul Hamid 300 Armenians were killed in a day, now not 30 are 
killed in a year, while Armenians are Ministers at Constantinople, 
and in Anatolia Armenians ran have all the schools they need 
Here, then, is & fact which J give in flat contradiction to rumours 
and mis-statements. Englishmen can judge if the Committee is 
as base and as bla.k as it is painted. 

I( Having thus exposed the state of affairs in Turkey, properly 
speaking, and having shown that the Committee of Union and 
Progress is the sole backbone, in spite of its minor faults, of the 
present and that by killing it or bringing it into disrepute ,1 

blow is aimed at constitutionalism and a service rendered to the 
Hamidian reactionaries, Irl us pass on to our foreign policy 

“ It is absolutely inexact to slate that we are, or that the Com 
mittee is, pro German and Anglophobe I can pro\c to vou, black 
or white, that Germany has not obtained so many concessions in 
Turkey under the new regime as France. Tt is true that she hae 
been granted a concession to run rails from Alexandrctta to join the - 
main Baghdad line, but that is all 

11 France, on the other hand, has been granted the preliminary 
study of 3,000 kilometres of lines in Anatolia and Rumelin . she has 
the concession for 10,000 kilometres of roads in the Empire, and 
300 kilometres of railway lines in various parts of Asia Minor and 
to her have been ceded important preliminary studies in irrigation i 
works in Scutari, Mavilza, Warder and Boyana. 

II It is oui great regret that Great Britain has not shared to 
greater extent in economic development of Turkey, but that ts; 
largely due to the circumstance that bjgh financial circles in London 
do not 'push 1 enterprises in Constantinople. We have no jit ' 
feeling against Great Britain, there are no two men to he found' 7 
in Constantinople who are more generally esteemed and admired 1 
than Sir Adam Block, President of the Ottoman Debt CommiiikiVK, * 
and Sir H. Babfogton-Smith, Governor of the National Bank, end 
the latter is able to procure concessions from the Government whew « 
others fefl. But, I repeat it, more would be granted to England 
if she were more pushing, more enterprising" 

II I cannot understand," said the e^-Minister, in conclusion, 
"why Great Britain should have wished to loee in the feet few 
weeks the moat glorious opportunity for fopining that stxpr 
in Conetanthkople which was hen previously. Never hfta a 
brilliant opportunity presented itself for her to insure h* p 
at the Golden Honk I, as an Ottoman patriot, regret tt, for together, 
Great Britain and Turkey, wa could have uphold paw aid security 
tn the Near East Mind you, we atn not. angry with pfebutp* 


C* 


'if 


* „ 





’ * y * V’*'! f A , i “*» *b? A*y V*, /r„s -<* vy ^*5^4,' 3 


'* 


t' |I'.v-™t*^^Ww —u -r-- vi. wi*^ 




4 im nuvuuoai 


The Comrade, 


39 * 


a 

fi 


i regret, most profoundly, your attitude within the past Tew days. 
[ It has been a disappointment—;and, permit me, I think your 
| interests are common with ours. It is not sufficient, however, that 
ft they should be common; it is v necessaiy that it should be universally 
Uknown in England that they are mutual.” 






Mining the Dardanelles. 

(The “Times.”) 

Wb are informed that a report was received yesterday in the 
City from what appeared to be a trustworthy source that the 
Turks have been laying mines in the neighbourhood of the 
Dardanelles. It scarcely needs to be pointed out that the first state¬ 
ment u of far-reaching importance to shipowners, and until further 
news is received it must be accepted with caution Even if 
the mines are of the kind controlled from the shore there is the 
danger of accidents occurring to neutral shipping The report, 
too, is obviously of great moment to underwriters, who have been 
freely writing war risks on steamers to and from the Black Sea 
and Turkish ports. 

To the Editor of "The Times.'* 

Sir, —The "disquieting report" from your Berlin Correspondent 
which you print to-day may be ignored so far as the word 11 disquiet¬ 
ing 11 is concerned 

The Dardanelles, that important thoroughfare for all shipping 
tc. and from the Blo/ck Sea and similar to the Suez Canal in many 
respects, is also the front door of Turkey itself. 

The Turks, therefore, have a right to defend it, and this is 
conceded by international custom and law, or the forts on this 
important sea passage would have been a source of international 
protest 

As forts are permitted, mines also are permitted, such mines 
being so arranged, constructed and controlled as to form no 
involuntary danger to neutral or other shipping passing over them. 
This can be done by the use of electrically-controlled <f observation 
mines,” and by electric lights for night work when there is no 
moonlight. 

The mines, although buoyant, t.e , moored above the bottom 
(as the Dardanelles passage is deep,) would be submerged below 
the draught of the largest ships, if only because such minis have 
so small a radius of action when moored dose to the surface 

"Electro-contact” mines, for which the aid of electric lights 
is not essential although desirable, would be somewhat dangerous, 
and especially at nigbi in umilummaied waters If, hnwever, 
merchant shipping attempted no passage except in clear daylight, 
these mines can be rendered harmless by touching a button on 
shore, and the only danger would be the fujling ot piopdltrs by the 
mooring ropes. 

Broadly, therefore, electrically-controlled mines, whether dtep 
and fired by observation, or shallow and rired by contact, must he 
regarded as sanctioned in any channel defended by the owning 
nation with international consent 

On the other hand, uncontrolled mines like those used in the 
Russo-Japanese War, some of which were even unmoored and 
floated about the sea haphazard, would Nock ihe passage to n]\ 
including the Turkish Fleet. 

Such action would damage the Turks r ar more than any one 
else and may therefore be regarded as highly improbable, unless 
Turkey were m exlremit, a stttte of affairs which docs not exist at 
present. 


Christians in the Turkish Army. 

Writing on the subject of the enrolment of Christians in the '\ 
Turkish Army, the Daily Telegraph's Constantinople correspondent ^ 

The Government, however, courageousl) took the decision early \ 
in the present year to abandon all hesitation, and to call to the colours * 

all the non-Mussalmans, both Christian and Tews. And the new 
idea has bem carried out, an important event thus being added to 
Turkish history. At one time Christum children were seized and f 

incorporated in the ranks of the Janissaries, but they were also 
converted at the same time to Islamism To-day the Christians are 
incorporated in the army, but they preserve their religion There are 
no longer any " rayas ” in Turkey; all are Ottoman subjects, sons of f 
the fatherland, and called upon to defend it. The Christian \ 

communities are no longer insignificant minorities, weakly defended 4 

by their patriarchs, but vital parts of the organism. } 

In a happy speech to the new recruits who joined tha colours f 
in the spring the Minister of War, Mahmoud Shcfket Pasha, gave * 
expression to words that were truly affectionate and generous; sections ( 

of the parly of Union and Progress offered the recruits of their own * 

districts suitable presents, and the officers received the men in the * 

most friendly manner. A very good beginning was, in fact, madet 
and for some time at least this association of Mussalmui and non- 
Mussalman soldiers will develop without incident, and it is certain 
that the brotherhness of the Ottoman peoples will have taken a great 
step forward 


The Position of Egypt. 

Sir John Macdonell occupied the chair last night at the 
opening of a senes of lectures on “ The Laws of War in Relation to 
the Private Citizen, ” by Dr Higgins, at the London School of 
Economics, and spoke of ihe appropriateness of the subject of the 
lectures 

In very many ways the question discussed by the lecturer would 
become practical Three observations he desired to make The first 
was that the war which is going on must bring into prominence 
questions of international importance One of these ^ould be ihe 
exact position, from a legal point of view, of the great province of 
Egypt According to English municipal law. it had bi*en declared in 
our highest Courts that this province forms no part of the British 
Empire but that it *tui ls a constituent part of iht Ottoman 
Empire That doctrine was declared bo recently as 1888 by the 
Judicial Committee. But the p< sition of Egypt from an international 
point of view was so anomalous, so many Lhingp had transpired since 
1840, when the Treaty of London was coueluded ; so many Firmana 
had been granted, so many treaties had been entered into, to some 
of which the Ottoman Empire was a party, that the position, clear as 
if was as regards municipal law, was by no means clear as regards 
International Law And from all these circumstances a question 
would m all probability arise, whether or not the Ottoman Torte was 
to lie free to pass any portion of its troops throughout that province. 
This very question might now be under consideration At all events 
there was some probability of that point being raised He thought 
that the present vague position would become more difficult as events 
m the course of the war proceeded. Writing as an international 
lawyer some years ago on the position of Egypt, he suggested, in an 
article cuiiLributed to one of the reviews, that its anomalous position 
could not last, that sooner or later one of two alternatives must be 
adopted—the creation of a Protectorate or the neutralization of 
Egypt. Events were now travelling towards one or other of these 
solutions 
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Onf more' thing is wot thy of comment Although the Turks 
hevc the right to cfWend ihi( almost international passage, A may be 
staled Without Tear of contradiction that the Italians have no right 
to mine its cmimucfmrt 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant. 


J. T BUCKN 1 LL. 

(Tm "Twits") 

The report respecting Turkish mines to which we yesterday 
frfened mss derived from an unimpeachable source in Constan¬ 
tinople. During the evening of 4H1 October five well-lighted ships 
pf we hugest sue belonging 10 the Turkish Fleet were seen from 
the Coast above Nagare, near Ayiani Bumu, in the middle of the 
Desd«neUe»; they appeared to be stationary, but it was tho ugh t 
possible diet they were mining the Straits. The same informant 
states that a craft supposed to be a dredger was recently brought 
to the Dardanelles which could not be used for dredging there. 
Should the rhipr have beep lowing mines, as suggested, the 
kinds hsed Wtnld no doubt have been either those controlled by 
- .electrical current from the shore or those which are only brought 
' nfiar to the furface when they ate intended to take effect Other¬ 
wise aa at Vladivostok during the Ruasojapenesa War, pilotage 
i for nentiml vesaels would be necesaary. / 
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Egyptian Feeling and the New Pharoah. 

(From ituc 11 Pioneer's'* Cairo Correspondent.) 

The Tripoli controversy has aroused considerable excitement 
over here, as was naturally to be expected. Subscriptions have 
been opened all over Egypt in aid of the Ottoman army and navy 
and a veritable anti-Italian crusade has been carried on. Thus, 
the Banco di Roma, which for some reason or other holds the depo¬ 
sits of the chief Egyptian personages and establishments—that is 
to say, the Moslem ones—had a run made on it four days ago 
and all these accounts were at once withdrawn In addition Italians 
employed by the Moslem public bodies, such as the Daira 
Kliassa, have all been summarily dismissed. The presence of a 
Turkish transport at Port Said and one at Suez, both laden with 
troops, caused quite a little excitement, and one could foresee from 
this the state of affairs which would have reigned if the Porte had 
obtained permission to pass its troops through Egyptian territory. 
The Part Said transport has been ordered to leave at once, as the 
Convention of 1888 lays down that no vessel, belonging to a 
belligerent power and canying troops or arms, may remain in Port 
Said or Suez longer than twenty-four hours. The other transport 
has cholera on board and by special arrangement it la to be per- 
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mtajUmg botb 6utkU of the canal, it is a moot point as to whether 

ratal vessel will reach Hs destination. 

Evidently the Sultan has quite foreseen what steps Great 
Britain would lake if he insisted on his so-called rights in Egypt, 
and in order not to lose the large annual tribute he receives from 
his vassal State he has been pleased to intimate his satisfaction 
a! Egypt’s maintaining her neutrality. For once in a way the 
Ottoman Government has shown sound comnumsense, for it stood 
to lose a lot and to gain nothing by adopting and adhering to the 
unreasonable altitude it at first took up 

It may be, of course, merely a coincidence or it may have been 
an intelligent anticipation of coming fprents on the part of the 
' {foreign (mice, that Lord Kitchener is at the present juncture At 
< KasrebDoubara, safely installed as British Agent Whatever it is, 

. (here ig no gainsaying the fact that his presence has counted for 
\ much during the past week. In the first place his appointment, 

3 ] Rm informed on first-rate authority, created consternation on the 
* Bosphorus and brought about a complete vuUefme m the inten¬ 
tions of the Forte and the Young 'lurk party towards Egypt 
Undoubtedly this was the reason why, after sounding the authorities, 
Yildii Kiosk decided to renounce Us original project The amusing 
part in the whole affair is the part which the Ottoman High Com¬ 
missioner plays, or attempts to play, in these questions The Sultan, 
in this instance, deputed Reouf Pasha to express to the Khedive 
and J-ord Kitchener his entire satisfaction at Egypt’s attitude. As 
a matter of fact the maintenance of an Ottoman High Commissioner 
in Egypt is a fiction and is purely an attempt by the Forte to keep 
up the appearances of Turkish suzerainty The office dAtes back 
to 1885, when Sir Henry Drummond Wolff and Gbiui Ahmed 
Muktar Pasha were appointed British and Ottoman High Commis¬ 
sioners, respectively, by the Convention of 34th October of that 
year to*help in the reorganisation of the Egyptian Army and in 
the reforms ot the uvil administration Within a >ear their task 
was completed and Sir Henry Drummond Wolff left the country, 
but Muktar Pasha remained on without any official status He 
was not an Ambassador, since Egypt formed part of the Ottoman 
Dbhfftfhm, vtor could he be considered u an official representative 
of Ihe' Sultan, as the Khedive was that in virtue of his investiture 
firmans. To quote a celebrated historian, ho hung like Muhiimmed’s 
coffin between hcavim and earth The British Agency declined 
10 recognise the Ottoman High Commissioner as an emissary of 
the Sultan and we have Lord Cromer's authority Tor it that he was 
nover treated as anything but a distinguished Tuikiah gentleman. 

Yet the Porto continued, and still continues, to use the Ottoman 
High Commissioner as one of the channels lor communications 
«Uh Egypt. Muktar Pasha has been a factor of intrigue in Egyptian 
politics—hence the reason for his maintenance in Cairo. When 
cm the institution of the new r*#\mc at Stauiboul he was recalled to 
14^0 purt in the government, it was expected that the post wuuld 
be suppressed But recently the Sullen appointed Reouf Pasha, and 
so the fiction is still upheld, much tn everyone’s amusement and 
the Commissioner's discomfiture, for whenever he communicates 
hil master’s messages he knows that, although he is received wilh 
polite respect due to his rank, not the slightest nolle- is paid to bis 
communication unless it is confirmed through another and inorp 
eoneci channel. 

There is no doubt that if Lord Kitchener had not been in 
Cairo the populace would have given full vent M theii anti-Italian 
feelings and the agitators would have profited by die public state 
of mind to foment trouble But the fear .if the dire cuiurqutnce 
which would fall to their lot from the hand of the -tern dittatoi at 
Kasr-eMkiubaro, rufbsed cveiyone to check his feelings. I11 official 
Gentles this is the reason that i« openly assigned to the exiraordmnrv 
Subsidence of ibe first outbursts It became known that *tnct 
instructions had been issued to the puiict officers to repress in the 
moil ■ drastic manner the slightest signs uf demonstrations, •itc, 
In Addition* the chief newspaper propiieiors were ynjmned to retain 
from any comments on the Tupoli aflmr calculated to excite the 
public. The prompt punishment—suppression -meted cut to a 
\ Jjjuiutressor— the Alist-tl* Fatot t which published on inflammatory 
Article on the subject- -damped the ardour of the most audacious 
i of the agitators They recognise that at last there, is a muster in 


In ministerial circles, too, great activity reigns. Daily the 
Ministers wait on K of K. in order to report to and confer with 
him—on unheard of proceeding undur tins Gnrst rfgimt. The new 
; Agent intends to have a finger 10 every pie—and quite rightly too, 
for there has been too much independent action amongst the Mims- 
? ten. The following incident is highly instructive of the influence 
ithl* change has had. As the condition of public security has of 
been very bod, Lord Kitchener soon after he arrived requested 

f id Pasha, the Minister of the Interior, who is also Prime Minister, 
tanish him with a daily report Said Pasha in true Egyptian 
le felt hurt at what he considered was a want of confidence in his 


administration, He intimated as much to K. of TL % adding that he j 
would resign. But to his surprise he found that hw threat had not 
effect. The new Agent wanted his order obeyed [ that was the! 
main point. He really did not care who was Minuter of the) 
Interior or Premier. He wanted his Gaily report, and a comet 0pc ] 
if you please. Needless to say, Said Pasha has not resigned and 
K of K. gets his report! 

In conclusion may I relate the following anecdote, which, having 
Ihe merit of being true, is indicative of the new Agent's manner of 
having the smallest details promptly earned out. Soon after his 
installation in the Agency Lord Kitchener inspected the gardens add, 
calling up the gardener, directed him to make certain alterations. 
The gardener—a typical fellah 11 gwiemti "—meekly enquired whether 
11 El Lord ” wished the alterations done by the end of the month or 
11 would sometime in November do ? 11 11 If they are not completed in 
five days I’ll find another gardener,” was the laconic but crushing 
reply. Need I add that the work was carried out in less than the 
allotted time, so panic-stricken nas the poor “geneinl,” who had up 
to then always been accustomed to dillydally over hn work in the 
true Egyptian fashion ! 


v Letter to the Press. 

To thk Editor of the "Nation.” 

f 

Sir,— The advocates of international peace— if we may judge 
from the newspapers—do nut seem to realise the bearing of the , 
Tripoli outrage on their propaganda. For years they have been 
advocating the reduction of armaments, on the ground that peace , 
can be secured by Treaties, “ entente^ " and arbitration. Now we * 
have, first, the annexation of Busnia-Herzegovina by Austria, id > 
defiance of the Treaty of Berlin, secondly, the virtual abolition of ' 
Moroccan independence 111 defiance of the Algecmix Convention ; and, 
finally, the seizure of Tripoli, in defiance, not only of the Treaty of J 
Berlin, but of rights so fundamental that no one ever thought of pro- ; 
tecting them by trepty. Italy offers excuses, but the excuses would 
justify equally as well a seizure of Liverpool, where the disorder of 
August was doubtless a danger to the ice-cream vendors and organ- 
grinders of that city— 11 interests,” apparently, quite as important as 
the Italian interests in Tripoli. No wonder a Turkish paper writes . 

" It is evident that the word justice is ■ lie in Europe, that protest 
uf amity from the Powers have no meaning, and that treaties ore 
merely instruments of deception, which may be destroyed when any 
advantage is to be gained thereby.” 

Trsatics And Arbitration Courts have their uses. They bring 
the disputants in a quarrel together and interpose delay. They are 
exactly like the Conciliation Committees, which do so much to 
preserve industrial peace. But they arc no substitute for armaments, 
any more than conciliation machinery is a substitute for adequate 
strike funds ’I he Labour leaders who refused compulsory arbitration 
before the Railway Commission on the ground that an outsider is not 
likely to be able to settle a dispute when the disputing have met 
and (ailed to find a settlement, indicate the limits of International 
Arbi* ration 

Wlml, then, can the advocates of peace do ? They might 
at least do something to make public opinion a httle more sensitive 1 
to breaches of pence, to make people* a little more careful of’ 
their national word of honour So Ur the only utterance of a 
Pence Society wnich has obtained any considerable publicity is 
the following ■— 

"The Italian section of the International Peace Society has 
passed a resolution expressing the hope that the occupation of 
Tripoli by Italy may, in addition to proving a benefit to the 
inhabitants of the province, contribute to the marntenartbe of 
peace hy restoring equilibrium in the Mediterranean.” 

There is such a thing as a " European public opinion,' 1 and 
it is possible to " organise ” public opinion, Ihe Press hoi dome 
iu best to make Italians understand how their action appear* 
to other people, but the Press, unfortunately, has no rngpir 
the authority it once possessed as an organ of public opinion. 
The Churches—the natural organisation of a Peace Moveafeot— 
compare very badly with the Press. They can sink their leCtepaDi 
differences, and move earth, whatever then influence on Heaven, ' 
to prevent the Wells-Johnson fight. They can organise a tr—"Hfc 
agitation to secure, or prevent, a particular kind of ref|glQtid 
teaching in public elementary schools. Their proteste againsfcu 
the Italian attack on Tripoli have So (or ttb t] fcderi %ry JtefliMt 
outside their Own buildings. - - A * 

It may be tephed that all these matters ate gaff ft 

is possible to influence the national Government; while oar fig 
an International matter and there it no international OteMNsl. 
But does not our national Go vernment want inflneftriog in tins 
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of his own motion. And it is just because war is inter- 
'notioviij and 'here is no international tribunal, that 

t£e influence of the Christian Church, an ecumenical society. 

tL - «*£5S£jjjS , P 3£ ,i “ 

I apologise Tor taking up your space, but the occasion is not 
unimportant —Yours, etc, 

t ^ a ! , Henry Clay. 

LEBip, October 12 th) igji. 

The English Press on Italy's Action. 

' The Italian newspapers ore seriously aggrieved at the language 
used by Lhe Bmish Press in commenting on Italy’s foreign policy 
> Tbey P^int out that Italy has always followed British colonial 
expansion wiLh sympathy, express the view that Italy has merited 
' better treatment than she is receiving, and lay stress upon the 11 loyal 
i attitude tr of the German Press. This is, surely, slightly unreason¬ 
able? With the attitude of the German Press we are not con¬ 
cerned , how far it is truly 11 loyal/’ how far self-interested, time 
{J°ne can show. But as regards this country things are different 
L Great Britain’s friendship for Italy is not a thing of mushroom 
& growth, it is deep-rooted in the love for freedom and fair-play 
re tad a careful study of the comments of the British Press upon the 
Hr ^cnts of the past few days shows how genuine is the desire to view 
W Italy's conduct in the most favourable light possible. But the very 
feelings that formerly made Englishmen lake such pleasure in 
Italy’s gallant struggle for freedom now make them deplore her 
^astounding action in regard to Tripoli, and the plain fact in that 
| Englishmen find themselves unable, however much they may 
ideaire it, lo give their sympathies Lo Italy in the present instance 
^or to withhold them from Turkey. 

* As long as it was possible to do so we hoped for the best 
The, difficulties or Italy’s position were fully recognized and there 
waa even a good deal of sympathy with her long-cherished ambitions 
But it was hoped that she would consider the peace of Europe, 
and of the world, at least to the extent of acting with discretion! 

^ And those who thought most highly of her trusted also that, re- 
* membering her own difficulties in the past, she would show regard fa* 

< the feelings of the Turks, And not render impossible the position of 
I the men who, it was felt, were trying honestly to do their best for 
{I the regeneration of their country As one writer put it, "The 
Sultan’s Ministry would practically commit suicide ll it sold Tripoli 
lo the Italians, and the transaction is not one that the consignee 
ol Europe could be expected tn applaud.” Italy, it was hoped, 
would appreciate these facts, and Lhe tone of the English Tress was 
certainly friendly —the more so for being frank On Wednesday 
evening the Globe remarked ■ — 

" The discover) of a formula which will ai orce release Italy 
from restrictions which she feels to be intolerable and save the face 
of lhe Turkish Government ought to bo the aim of Italian statesman 
ship Any fool can set the house on fire, bui it takes a wise man to 
say whetc the conflagration will end . . Wc i^si that Italian 
statesmen will remember upon what flimsy foundations the peace of 
Europe rests, And will refrain from an act which must imperil lhe 
whole carefully balanced structure Upon tlicm will he a fearful 
responsibility to humanity if they force the Turk into war, ” 


Conceivably, Italy might by gradual steps have built up a similar 
position in Tripoli if the country had been capable of it, if the othqr 
Powers had consented, and Turkey had not objected, but there is * 
no parallel between this process and the seizure of a slice of \ 
Turkish territory by a coup de maxu t 

On Friday hope of a peaceful settlement was perforce aban¬ 
doned In announcing the news the Times said 

“ Disappointment and regret will lie the predominant feelings 
Even in this country, where Italy counts so many true friends and 
where the staunch friendship of the Italian nation is so warmly 
appreciated, public opinion will he unanimous in its disapproval 11 
—and suth has proved the case Indeed, the unanimity of 
public opinion on the subject is almost surprising , and papers of all 
political shades and in all parts of the country, are ai one m 
condemning Italy’s haste and harshness, and in expressing obviously 
sincere sympathy for Turkey in the jjainful and humiliating position 
into which she has been so ruthlessly forced The Standard,, 
says ■— ' 

11 It was hoped by the friends of Italy in this country that some j 
sufficient vindication of this violent action would In issued before] 
the blow is struck But wc look in vain at the amazing document 
hurled at the Tone for anything of the kind. Italy dues not stoop. 
to justify herself or even to invent plausible cxuisls lor her sudden^ 
attack upon alien territory. Her grievances against Turkey are sum? 
manxed in the vAgucsl generalities The Italian Government 
announces that it has decided lo proceed to the military occiqialioni 
of the African prov.nce at once, and it calmly intimates that it* 
cxjxk Is ’ the Ottoman authorities to assist this remarkable prexeed-' 
mg The unfortunate Turks are not only to submit In lhe robbery' 
or thui property in open day, but they are required lo welcome thc> 
trespasser, and even lo fat ill tale lhe execution of their larcenous 
project ” 

No liss indignant, the Daily AVtim wonder** “what Italians 
would think if France occupied South Italy because it was 
neglected and retrograde , what Englishmen would think if Ja|>an 
seized iht nmlhem territory of Australia because it was empty , whal 
Russians would think if lhe Chnu./* mr Uie same reason occupied 
the wa'itc places of Siberia. lhe doctiine which Italy puts forward v 
exposes hair the nations of the world, including he« ell, lo dismember-* 
ment b> any Stale whuli professes lo lie more civilized and is 
certain Lhat M is stronger And does not all the world know that the 
very reason why Italy has slruck nl this moment is her fear that if 
she delays Turkey herself nn^lit at pn dulam dale be ready and able 
to do all the civilizing work that Tripoli needs ? Italy has asked for 
Tripoli because she thir.ks that she ha*, lhe power lo lake it there 1 
is no other reason." a 

Saturday s Daily Graphic ion Lamed an excellent .uticle, “The • 
Magic Word," by Lucien Wolf, who thinks that "one word from j 
Sir Edward Grey" might have prevented "this intolerable crime, * 
with its incalculable 1 c onsequencex " He points out that " Turkey 
has a special claim on the geneious sympathies of England, inas¬ 
much as after a long period of misgovcrnmenl she is honestly 
trying to set her house in ordei on the British model ” And he 
blames Italy for attacking Turkey 11 without any excuse but brute 
force and at a point of ils racial and religious homogeneity where - 
it is least open to criticism." In r leader in ihe same issue 
we read ■— 
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On Thursday the London dailies showed themselves determined 
to put Lrmt in Italy’s wisdom and good faith The Morning 
for example, said:— 

11 The Government of Tuikey will hardly let itself drift nr be 
driven into war except for some sufficient cause, 'l he defence of 
territory attacked without reason would no doubt be a good cause. 
Bat the Assumption that Italy is about lo take warlike action for no 
reason at all or simply for the sake of acquiring a piece of Turkish 
territory must not be gratuitously made If Italy’s demands are 
reasonable, the statesmen of Turkey will be ready to disedss and 
consider them. If they are unreasonable, based on no recognized 
principle of right, Italian action to press them will not commend 
upelf as right to the public sense of Europe." 

An extract from an article in the Westminster Gazette of tne 
etate day may be given here, a* bearing on Italy’s claim to favour¬ 
able consideration from England because of the sympathy she has 
shown for out own colonial expansion 

11 We are well award of the case which Italy will make Against 
the other Powers who venture to remonstrate. She will say to 
Aims, 1 You have got Morocco/ and tons, 'You have got Egypt - 
wty, then, should I not take Tripoli?’ The cases would be 
pgpallel, if either Fiance or ourselves had sent an expedition to seize 
consulting any of its neighbours. Right or wrong, 
oat position in Egypt tad that of France in Morocco is the result 
J bf teii negotiations to which alt the Powers have been consulted. 
In the early Ays of our occupation of Egypt we gave the Turks a 
Char opportunity of retaining control if they desired It, and we have 
Aimed to the Powers in every step of our policy. If we are there, 
ft ii as guardians of aipvtlizatian which we have ourselves built up 
, j tad of interests which have accumulated under our/ protection. 



11 But il there is nothing In the Declaration ol War inherently 
inconsistent with the general attitude of Italy on the Tripolitan 
question, it will, at any rate, serve to throw into lurid relief the 
gratuitous brutality of that attitude. It is, after all, only the coiv 
slatency ol the highwayman who, having demanded an inoffensive 
traveller's purse under a threat of murder, promptly knocks his 
victim on the head at his first sign of resistance. The whole 
episode is so shameful and shocking that we can scarcely believe, 
even at this eleventh hour, that the conscience of Europe will not 
revoh against iL Nor is it merely a question of abstract morals, 
if this cynical raid is tolerated no State will henceforth be safe 
The satisfaction of unlawful ambitions will only be a question of 
opportunity. It means a relapse into pure barbarism." 

The Manchestet Daily Guardian says that Italy is committing 
a crime in making unprovoked war on a friendly Power and con¬ 
cludes its article thus:— 

"On every side considerations arise which aggravate the offence 
of the Italian Government, but it is saddest of all, perhaps, to see 
it dragging a people of generous instincts and high ideals, one that 
won it liberty at a great price, and has been and, we believe, still 
h% a friend to liberty, into an unjust and oppressive war." 

The Yorkshire fbst condemns the Pecksniffian generalities and 
Pharisaic protestations of the ultimatum and thinks that— 

14 If we cannot restrain the Italian adventure, we should most 
certainly make it clear to all the world that we look upon it with 

imnmfio itiunrvmool » r 
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Dr. Iqbal’s National Song. 


Sung By 


A Muhammadan Gentleman of Aligarh. 


10-Inch Double Sided Record. 

hr*. / 9-12524. 
no * \ 9-12525. 

Price, Rupees 3 each. 


To be had from Agents of The Gramophone Company, Limited, throughout India. 
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The Poetic Works of Moulana Mohamed Ismail 

Ok tub Departmen r of Public Instruction in the United Provinces. 

Ths Orisstsl Publishing Co., Orient Hone, Meant, Have pleasure in 

•itnouncing that eight annas per copy sold will be allotted to the Mosjeo 
University Puna Aem **nd July until 31st December 1911 The first edition 
will soon run out. It is hoped the lovers of these priceless gems of poetry will 
uke advantage of this offer- 

Cloth Binding Rb. 2-6. 


Wanted Situation, 

tflb 

Aft Secretary, Manager, Minis¬ 
ter, etc., by a Barrister (atop 
LL. D.) Nineteen years’ experience as 
Munsiff, Police Officer, Deputy Collec¬ 
tor and practising Barrister Age 40 . 
Excellent testimonials. Address 
Syed, c/o Manager, 11 The Comrade. 11 
25-11-11 
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SOMETHING NEW IN COLLARS) LATEST INVENTION. 

Thu Ewordaua “ UNON " COLLAR 

w the ideal Crlto -alwny* smart, always white-cannot be diaong^ushed 
from liner Others limp and fray, ratal* be washed. Everelean 
“iJnan," when soiled, can be wiped as new with a damp cloth. No 
Rubber. Carnot be (hvlingiiatad from ordinary Linos Collars. Others 
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GREAT SAVING OF LAUNDRY MU5, GftftAT COMFORT IN WEAR 
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would be popular and lucrative Moreover, there were some 
sources of revenue which were expanding. Some of the proposed 
abolitions of posts, continued I^ord Curzon, would be relatively 
harmless, but others would be fraught with the most serious diffi¬ 
culty. His fjordship was or opinion that all classes in India, incit¬ 
ing official* and newspapers, approved of the Department of 
Archaeology. He referred to what he had heard to-day, that if the 
Department were abolished, it was proposed to establish an Oriental 
Institute in Calcutta, with a Professor of Archaeology. He asked. 
“Why should the institute be placed in Calcutta?” He further 
dwelt on the difficulty of getting a good class of men, if the officials 
were suddenly dismissed. With regard to the proposal for a reduc¬ 
tion in the army I^ord Curzon said, it wa6 not merely a local but 
an Imperial affair It ought not to be dended by financial consi¬ 
derations alone l^ord Curzon admitted that the pressure on the 
frontier had relaxed owing to the Anglo-Russian Agreement, and 
he hoped that die situation would continue, but that was nothing 
to render u serious alteration in the strength of the Army desirable, 
l^ord Curzon dwelt on the remarkable extent to which Afghanistan 
and the whole of the North-Western Frontier was now armed with 
modern weapon* and the possibility* of the wild highlanders using 
an occasion of internal commotion to try and retake what they 
regarded as the legitimate spoil of serious trouble inside India 
in the event of j. war on the frontier, or still more of a disaster 
to British or ms outside. Therefore, he urged circumspection. He * 
also pointed out tliat the Native Army particularly disliked change. 
Lord Curzon then suggested that economics should be made by 
simplifying administrative control. He said, that if he were going 
out to India as lord Crewe’s Aide-de-Cajnp he would show His 
Lordship, in Calcutta and Simla, superfluous over-lapping posts 
wheke ten men were doing the work of five, from the reduction of 
which, Lord Crewe might obtain economies without diminishing the 
native forces Lord Crewe said he rejoiced that be was going out 
to India where he would have an opportunity of consulting the 
Government ul India on the spot, especially, as the Viceroy was 
an old friend of forty years 1 standing. He reiterated that there 
was never an atom of foundation for the report of the reduction 
of the British Army in India. He agreed with Lord Curton that 
they should not talk of the financial future of India in terms of 
anything approaching despair. Owing to the loss on opium the 
Government of India had entered on a general investigation in various 
departments with a view to effecting economies including naturally 
the Army. It was an absolute axiom that in pursuit of economy 
in matters of defence, no sacrifice of safety against external attack 
or internal disorder could possibly be faced. This applied not 
only to the numerical strength but also to the: efficiency of our forces. 
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That does not imply however that the cost of defence on sea or 
land is to be a matter of no account Lord Crewe admitted that 
especially In the case of a country tike India, it was a great mistake 
to make perpetual small and fussy alterations. Since 1904 changes 
in external policy, to which Lord Curzon had referred, had occurred 
Lord Curzon had rightly deprecated attaching too much importance 
to those changes, and, of course, there was also the possibility of 
other but less favourable external changes. There was nothing in 
the Lemper of the people of India as a whole or any section of 
them, which caused anxiety to the Government of India. Accord* 
ingly, he thought it permissible to make further enquiry into the 
whole military position. The Government of India, said laird 
Crewe, regarded that position as an Imperial matter and did not 
desire to take such steps or make such suggestions as would be 
within their competence without reference here, all the more because 
questions had been raised of the possibility of a reduction of the 
superfluous elements to which Lord Curzon had alluded. Accord¬ 
ingly the Government of India and the Military Department of 
India had asked the assistance of a Committee to make this 
enquiry. They had also asked a most distinguished officer, General 
Sir William Nicholson, to preside. Sir William Nicholson had 
agreed to proceed to India to preside over the Committee early m 
She spring, He would he assisted by one or two distinguished 
officers and some experts in Indian Military Finance. 14 These 
steps are being taken so far as the whole military [Motion is 
concerned, but I do not say that the Government of India will 
not make some proposals in the forthcoming Budget which may 
uffect the Indian Army to some extent. All I can say regarding the 
Army is that we must await the Committee’s report. 11 11 With regard 
10 the proposed reduction in posts,” said tard Crewe, 11 rven if the 
whole operation occurred the sum involved would not constitute a 
very splendid economy,” 11 The Government of India,” continued 
His lordship, 11 did not admit that their proposals involvej a 
deliberate sacrifice of efficiency but objected to these posts ai not 
lending to efficiency. The abolition was proposed with a view to 
a proper division of labour in thu Provincial and Central Govern- 
meats. The Government of India thought the system of Provincial 
Conferences could attain to advantages which the Inspector-General 
could finish." Lord Crewe intimated that he agreed with the 
Government of India with regard to the laspeclors-General c*f 
Cantonments and Agriculture and the Civil Veterinary Department 
Adverting to posts with reference to which he did not agree with 
the Government of India, Lord Crewe mentioned first that of the 
Director of Archaeology which, he said, it was impossible to regard 
as a Provincial subject. Lord Crewe said that hr had decided 
to retain the Central Department for advice and collecting of 
Jnformatiotl but he was not prepared to pledge himself to the per¬ 
manent maintename of this departmont in its present form Sic 
did not doubt that the Government of India would agree. He 
deprecated the charging of the Government of India with vandalism. 
Lord Crewe said it was desirable to retain the Sanitary Commit' 
sionor but asked the Government of India to reconndrr the 
question in view of the coming decision regarding exactly what 
his relation to the Inspector General of the Indian Medical 
Department ought to be. As regards Inspector of Forests, Lord 
Crewe said, he was not prepared to come to a hasty judgment as to 
the management of this vast proprny. Therefore, he had asked 
the Government of India to reconsider the question in the light of 
further information. This was onfi of the i»iots he hoped to 
discuss with the Indian autboritim, As regard* Inspector of Excise, 
he had asked the Government 01 India to mronader this question 
Also. As the matter was noc urgent the subject had been dropped 
after a tittle further dismasted. 

Memo* 

JUtrrsa wired from Berlin:—The whole Franco-Gennan 
Aptwment wee qyud on the 4th instant. It is officially stated! 
that Heir V<* Undequist has resigned the Secretaryship of the 
Coferies, hit reams being that he disagrees with the German 


compensations to France, The Grata Emp e ror refused to 
accept the rcnignattOQ while negotiations me in pogrom Herr 
Von lindequbt renewed bis rerignatidil'today, when Herr Von 
Bethmann-Hollweg, Imperial Chancellor, had an interview with 
Hii Majesty. France and Germany have agreed to refer to The 
Hague Court of Arbitration any difficulties which may arise 
out or the Congo Convention. 'Hie FiancfrGmaa Agreement 
on the subject of Morocco recognises a complete French Protec¬ 
torate. France guarantees complete economic equality and freedom 
of commence. According to a German Version of the Congo 
compensations Germany obtains important and valuable districts 
along the whole frontier of the Cameroon*, and two stretche* of 
country reaching to the banks of the Congo and Ubanghi rivers. 
It is said that if the latter are of little value, they at least give 
access to the banks of both rivers where Germany obtains sl/ips 
of land of between six to twelve kilometres, enabling her to make 
installations for the purpose of navigation. Germany cedes a 
small triangle between the Logone and Shari rivers to their 
confluence south of Lake Chad The Treaty stipulates for 
reciprocal free trade and transit rights on the railways. An 
extension of the Treaty provides for a mutual understanding m 
the event of a modification of the status of the international 
Congo Basin A semi-official statement, issued in Berlin, declares 
that both parties have reason to he satisfied with the Morocco 
Treaty which will exercise a tranquillising effect on Franco-German 
relations, and also on the European situation. The statement 
declares that Great Britain did not interfere with the negotiations 
between France and Germany. The German press is to-day 
chiefly occupied with the resignation of Herr Von Lindequist and 
his chief subordinate, Dr. Baron Danckolman, who is an expert 
on the subject of the Congo. The Government organs are deplor 



ing the attempt of the Colonial Office to impede the policy of the 
Chancellor as absolutely incompatible with the orderly conduct 
of Imperial affairs Other papers anticipate a dramatic disclosure 
of Ministerial differences which, they say, will embarrass the Govern¬ 
ment m the forthcoming elections. They further contend that 
though Germany apparently receives 300,000 square kilometres in 
exchange lor 16,000, it is merely a good bargain on paper while 
Germany's prestige is damaged. The British papers this morning 
express relief at the settlement, and think that both countries 
have made good bargains. Dr. Solf, Governor of Samos, has 
been appointed provisional chief of the Colonial Department. 
French newspapers express satisfaction at the initiation of the 
Franco-German Congo Convention. They are generally pleaded 
with the result that Morocco is now a portion of France’s Colonial 
Empire and consider that it was bought at a fair price. With 
reference to the Congo, France lias secured infinitely better terms 
than were at first to ba expected. She retains the Congo and 
Ubanghi rivers, Germany only having access to them through two 
small wedgt-tike strips. France also obtains the eastern portion 
of die Northern Cameroons, so ensuring control the important 
trade route to the Congo and Lake Chad. 

Replying in the House of Cornmoui to several questions on 
the subject of Persia, Sir Edward Grey said that the distribution 
of troops from Bombay between Bushire, Shiraz and Ispahan 
would be decided by His Majesty's representative at Teheran, ip 
consultation with the local Consular authorities. The despatch 
of troops, said Sir Edward, was due to reports of really carious 
danger to Europeans, especially in the neighbourhood of Shir**, 
against the recurrence of which there was no adequate guarantee. 
The functions of the troops would be limbed to their acting as 
escorts to the Consuls, and they would bp witbdfhwn m hen the 
Persian Gendannery scheme came jet* d fc ctire oporttia* Sir 
Edward said be did not believe tbe repeat Jhat featffta boope 
the 
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fee ittaire of Shuaret-Sultaneh'i property and also the removal of 
the Treasury Gendarmes and substitution of Persian Cossacks. 
According to a Times message from Teheran, however, Russia 
decl ai m s protection for Shuires-Sultaneh and recognises Persia’s 
right to make the seizure of the property. Meanwhile, Mr. Shuster 
has determined to enforce the law regardless of his opponents. 
His Gendarmes have seized Prince Firman Firma’s grain in default 
of the Prince's payment of his airear taxes. A message to the 
Times from Teheran states that a Russian Consulate-General 
is being established at Kbos with a veij large guard. Five Revenue 
gendarmes who were sent to collect taxes from Ali-Ed-Dowleh, 
Governor-General Designate of Fare, were beaten and disarmed 
in the presence of Ali-Ed-Dowleb. The Russian Minister has 
relumed without an answer to the protest of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment against the action of the two Russian Consulate officers who 
as reported, on the 11th ultimo, threatened to fire ^si the five 
Gendarmes sent by Mr. Shuster to take possesion of the property 
of Sbua-es-Sultaneh which the Mejliss had confiscated. The Russian 
Minister further insists on an apology for the insult which he 
declares was offered to the Russian Consular officers on the same 
occasion and says that in default of this apology Russia will 
occupy the provinces of Ghilan and Mazandaran Persia has 
decided not to comply either with this demand or Russia's other 
demand, namely, for the removal of treasury gendarmes from bhua-et- 
Sultanch s property 
C h ina, 

Rjutxr wired from Peking :—The National Assembly after 
holding a secret session announced that they had agreed to accept 
eleven out of twelve of the demands presented hy the troops at 
Lanchow, which include the perpetuation of the present dynasty 
and the granting of a general amnesty and a free parliamentary 
institution. The Assembly rejected the demand that the sum¬ 
moning of Parliament for all important decisions should be depend¬ 
ed on the approval of the Army. The Throne has accepted the 
nineteen conditions submitted by the National Council providing 
for the framing of the Constitution by it upon the British model. 
The Imperial troops ou ist instant shelled the native city at 
Hankow half of which was soon in flames. Attempts of foreigners 
to rescue the wounded in the Marion Hospital were frustrated by 
the Revolutionaries, who fired from Wuchang city. The scene is 
described as an absolute inferno. Reuter wired from Shanghai.— 
Fighting took place at the Kiangnan arsenal. Six were killed and 
ten wounded. The casualties were mostly due to explosions of 
dynamite with which the rebels were endeavouring hi blow up the 
gates. The Loyalists defended the eutronce to the arse ha) in order 
to cover the escape of the Director. Many foreigners are making 
excursions to the various points of interest here, the situation more 
resembling a bank holiday than a revolution Foreigners are every¬ 
where saluted and are received with smiles. The native city and 
the arsenal of Shanghai capitulated to the rebels after some slight 
shooting. The liotai fled, and soldiers and police friftemised in 
the streets with the rebels. The populace are wearing rebel badges. 
Foreign volunteers have been called out and are slrtcdy guarding thn. 
foreign settlement Foreign marines have been landed. Reuter wired 
from Peking ■—Yiian-Shi-Kai has telegraphed to the Government 
refusing the Premiership, It is thought that this action is possibly 
merely due to Yuan's customary modesty. A number of edicts have 
been issued. One recapitulates the recent concession made to the 
rebels and further says:—“Hereafter, anything the people may 
suggest we will adopt The eyes and ears of the people are the eyes 
and ears of Heaven. In the present revolution the revolutionaries 
are different to the wicked rebels in times of former dynasties who 
sought to destroy the throne." The edict concludes with an appeal 
for cootord between the Mancbus and Chinese. Another edict 
declines to accept Yuan-Sbi-Kai’s resignation. Meanwhile the Gov¬ 
ernment is negotiating fora loan with an international group. The 
question of security, however, is curing difficulty. Three Imperialist 
* and a portion of Admiral Sah-Cbeo-rfng’i fleet which 


arrived at Shanghai for provisions and ammunition have joined the 
rebels. As the rebel flag was hoisted those on the newly arrived 
warships could be seen dancing and shaking hands. The situation 
in China may resolve itself into a struggle between the conservative 
north and democratic south, as was the case m the Taiping rebellion. 
Everything hinges on the attitude of those troops in the north who 
still remain loyal. The whole of the surroundings of Shanghai are 
now in the hands of the rebels. The Throne has directed the 
Assembly to draw up election laws and to hold general elections. 
The Throne also agrees to the recognition of the rebels as a political 
party. According to a rumour emanating from a Chinese source 
Peking has fallen and the Emperor has fled. The news caused a 
sensation in Shanghai, but a telegram from Peking of to-day’s date 
does not record any such occurrence. A telegram, however, men¬ 
tions that Tsaihsun, brother of the Regent, has disappeared. It is 
suspected that he has levanted. Telegrams from Shanghai, 
Washington and Berlin state that Amoy, Chifu, Kaumi, Kinchau, 
Chuikiang, Changchow, Kashing, Shachsing and Quinsan have gone 
ovei to the revolutionaries. The German cruiser Gneisenau has been 
ordered to Shanghai. Four companies of the Yorkshire Regimen^ 
a Company of Royal Engineers, a Company of the Royal Garrison 
Artillery and the Rajput and Baluchi Regiments with field guns 
stationed in Hongkong are being held in readiness to proceed 
to Tien-Tsin. According to a Time* message from Tien-Tsin two 
hundred Russian troops will arrive there. The German troops at 
Tung-Tau have been ordered to hold themselves in readiness. 

Verse. 

Solitude. 

Ijct iis rise, 0 my heart, let us go where the twilight is falling 
Fax away from the sound of the lonely and menacing crowd, 

To the glens, to the glades, where the magical darkness is falling 
In rivers of gold from the breast of a luminous cloud. 

Come away, come away, from the throng and its tumult of 
sorrow, 

fliere m rest, there is peace from the pang of its manifold strife, 
Where the halcyon night holds in trust the dear songs of the 
morrow, 

And th' silence is but a nch pause in the music of life. 

Let us climb where the eagles keep guard on the rocky gray 
ledges, 

J*t us He'neath the palms, where perchance we may listen and 
roach 

A delicate dream from the lips of the slumbering sedge, 

That catch from the stars some high tone of their mystical 
speech. 

Or perchance we may gain a far glimpse of the Infinite Bosom 
In whose glorious shadow all life is unfolded or furled, 

Tho’ the radiant hours, till the lotus of dawn shall re-blossom 
In petals of splendour to worship the Law of the Ward. 
Hyderabad, Deccan . Sarojini Naidu 
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Wr. had noticed with regret in our lest how the work of collecting 
funds for the Moslem University has been 
The Moslem practically at a standstill for upwards of a month 
Univereity Fund. No better justification could be found for our 
remark than the shrewd silence, which the 
Altgark Institute Gazette has, in spite of nur protests so far 
stolidly maintained on the subject. We have pen, is tent I y asked 
for the publication of weekly returns showing by actual figures the 
progress which the work of collection has made in individual 
provinces. Dut the only response to our repeated requests has been 
the insertion of a page every now and then detailing the work done 
in a few districts of the United 1 ’mvinces This attitude may save 
some appearances, but it is hardly fair to the Moslem public ut to 
the cause for which it has been working with so much zeal and 
devotion. It is not only right, it u, imperatively necessary at this 
stage, that those interested in the Moslem University scheme should 
know which |>art of the country has been lagging behind in the 
work of collection, and more especially, which of the so-called 
Moslem leaders require to be led into the |jath of duty At this 
supreme juncture in communal affairs mi false serue of deference 
to big names and 11 appearances" should be allowed to bide the 
real worth of those who have been trading on the ronfidcnce or 
goodwill of the community False idols have got to be dethroned 
from their pedestals. Honest, devoted, sustained iiervire in the 
cause of the Moslem University is the real lest or leadership. 
Those alone who have satisfied this test should be allowed tn carry 
weight in the inner counsels of the community The man who 
baa successfully advertised himself into fame, the man of big words 
and honeyed phrases, whoso capacity for absorbing honour is as 
great aa that of the proverbial sjionge for absorbing liquid, may well 
console himself with the poet’s soliloquy - 

fjl fXi) «uf wifjlu 
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to “ rest in their origin on economic considerations.’ 1 We do not 
know whether the pious Hindu, who considers his faith and spirit¬ 
uality to rest on divine inspiration, wil^ thank the ff Memorialists " 
for reducing a vital part of his creed to the level of a mere 
utilitarian expediency. fn view uf this interpretation of a uni¬ 
versal 11 Hindu sentiment,” the matter sinks to a mere eco¬ 
nomic heresy, without even the sanction of a deep-seated religious 
prejudice behind it. Shorn of unnecessary verbiage and stated in 
plain terms, the attitude of the 11 Memorialists 11 would seem to be 
that the Hindus would waive all objections to the slaughter of cows, 
if the plentiful supplies of the animal for the economic needs of the 
country were assured. Like everything else, which satisfies some 
definite human want, it would be best then to leAve the question 
to adjust itself in accordance with the laiw of Supply and Demand. 
There may exist some specious reasons to invoke protection 
where the natural play of economic forces fails, but it is exactly in 
this respect that the 11 Memorialists ' betray the utter weakness and 
irrelevancy of their “ cause.” Vague references to the general rise of 
prices and the dearness of agricultural live-stock, tempered with 
humamtariAnism of a fugitive and sentimental type, can hardly be 
expected to convince any reasonable man that the protection 
of cows has become a grave economic necessity We do not 
know why these gentlemen, so furiously anxious for the economic 
welfare of the country, should have selected the cow as their only 
term of reference while explaining the causes of the growing agri¬ 
cultural impoverishment of the land. There are several other ani 
mala of even greater economic importance and equally liable to 
slaughter and destruction. The root-eguse of the economic change, 
however, lies in a set of vaster and deeper conditions, which the growth 
of new factors of incalculable magnitude in the trade and other rela¬ 
tions of the world have suddenly brought into existence in this country 
Hut the gentlemen, who have engineered the Anti-cowkilling propag¬ 
anda, have sought refuge under a crude 11 economic " device to hide 
the deeper springs of their action And to draw a sort of red herring 
across their trail Those who wish to have a glimpse of the real 
“ sentiments ” behind this agitation should try to get a copy of a 
picture prepared in Bombay, which is now, wc believe, being 
distributed broadcast in every part of the country. It is a repre¬ 
sentation of the cow meekly standing with its head turned aside, 
while a huge inhuman monster, a Malcckh l sword in band, is 
rushing forth to kill the animal. A Brahman with a look of 
mingled wrath and horror is standing with upraised arms in 
front of the row to ward off the blow of the monster. There are 
several other representations of gods and goddesses and common 
men drawn in symbolical configuration across the body of the cow, 
with appropnate writings and texts to explain their significance. 
Among them is a text from the Koran written in Devnagn chaffer 
ters and placed underneath the hinder feet of the con A mere 
glance nl this picture unmasks the real spirit in which the Anti- 
cowkilling agitation has been conceived. The monster, representing 
tiie beef-eaung population of the country, is the megsure of the spirit 
in which the sufferance of this class of the people is sought to suppiCK 
the slaughter of cows. The use of the text from the Karan to the 
manner in which it has been done will be resented by the Mutttl- 


We ark afraid it would be an altogether futile effort to seriously set 
about to argue with those who are responsible 
Anti-Cowtriflmg for the exinordm&ry document which is to be 
Agitation. submitted to ( iht King-Emperor, praying 

H» Majesty to 41 be, graciously pleased to 
ordet that on and from the historic d/rtc on which Your Majesty 
will be pleased to hold a Coronation Durbar at Delhi, the slaughter 
of cows and she-buffaloes be stopped for the British Army within 
Your Majesty's territories in India . .” From the perusal of 

this “ Memorial H it is evident that it is mainly on economic and 
humanitarian grounds that the pick for the desired prohibition is 
based. The 14 sentiments 11 of the Hindu* which were thought to 
have invested the cow with a strong religious sanctity, are shown 


mans, who would feel it au outrage on their religious instincts to see 
the Word nf God placed underneath the foot of a beasL We have 
no quarrel with the Hindu* to whom the cow is sacred, if they want 
to stop the slaughter of it But their methods of gaining this object 
are decidedly offensive and unfortunate. If these method; are persfe. 
ted in, we hate every reason to fear that the cows will be slaughtered 
in greater number than usual, and the rehgious and redal bitter¬ 
ness will unhappily grow rather than diminish , We are sure no 
sensible Hindu can for a moment expect that die Stole will 
interfere and prohibit the slaughter of cows. It ft* there 
fore, all the more necessary that doubtful tactics be 

entirely given up, A more honest and straight ' forward 
appeal to the neighbourly instincts of the other co mmunities 
would smooth matters a good deal and produce a genuine dm re 
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to respect u Hindu sentiment, 11 whereas, as things are, the activities 
of the 11 Memorialists ” and other " cow-protection ” bodies succeed 
only in causing unnecessary offence, bitterness and even ridicule. 



The Russian threat to occupy the two northern Persian provinces of 
Gelan and Maiimlran, if the Persian Government 
Persia. fails to apologise for the “ insult M offered to the 

Consulate officials has not come as a surprise to 
those who have been watching the course of Russian diplomacy ever 
since the parliamentary regime came into existence in Persia. Wo 
have written more than once as to how Russia was thwarting the 
efforts of the Persian GovcmriTcnt to reform the administration 
and establish order and peace in the country Mr Shuster, the 
Treasurer-General, was obliged, owing to constant interference even 
in the work of Ins department, to protest against the Russian actions 
which indicated a clear repudiation of Persia's sovereign rights. His 
determination to enforce the law regardless of const quences can scarce¬ 
ly he desired by the Russian Consulate, which is ever ready to give 
shelter to law-breakeis and rebels. The “ insult 17 for winch apology 
has been demanded relates Lo the incident in which Mr Shuster's 
gendarmes had io forcibly take possession of the estate of Shua-es-Sul 
taneh which had oecn confiscated by the Mejliss but which the Russian 
Consulate officials had interfered with on the plea that it was mort¬ 
gaged to the Russian Rank Persia has declined to apologise. She 
cannot humiliate hcrsell any longei or submit Lo being constantly 
bullied without protest She m weak and torn ana bleeding, thanks 
lo the unscrupulous Power which is fast settling like a deadweight 
athwart her very Me. She stands to lose either way,—her self-respect 
or a part of her dominion Is she, too, like Morocco, to fall .1 viclim 
to the aggressor, who finds the present hour of general scramble for 
compensations " the most favourable to annex, at any rate, a part uf 
Northern Persia? Is this a logical development oi Ihe Anglo- 
Rusfuan Gonvenhon, which had for its express object the rmmUnanc* 1 
of the irtegntv and independence of Persia ? Sir Edward Grey will 
he able, perhaps, to explain the situation away, as lie has already 
explained away mar.) failure* of his disastrous oohey But even he 
would have sc .me day the decency to admit that if the destruction 
of Persia was the end of the Anglo-Russian Convention, die methods 
employed to achieve this great consummation could have been less 
Muscovite in their clumsiness and much more straightforward and 
honest. r Jo interfere with the work of an incepeudem Government 
trt the enforcement of its laws and then rail i-pon that Government 
to apologise because it had not allowed any interference of the kind 
is a thoroughly Russian conception, but surely one, quite abhorrent 
to the British sense of fairpUy. Was an " Understanding ” with 
Russia arrived at dimply that she may play the chartered libertine 
without being inconveniently called to accouri by England? U 
has failed to ensure the integrity of Persia, hut 11 has tertamlv 
insured Russian designs against British remonstrance. By surrender* 
hig Northern Persia into the hands of Russia, Great Britain has 
aho surrendered her moral independence into the barium. “ Surely 
the land of Gyros has fallen upon evil times," truly says Mr. Shuster, 
“but, even the ragged misery of the beggar dues not justify one's 
gWng him a gratuitous kick." 


T*m Congo Convention wu signed between Fiance end Germany 
on 4th November, and with it was practically 
Meeoceo. signed the death warrant of Morocco as an 

independent country. The fate of this un¬ 
fortunate kingdom was in a sense decided long ago, when England 
and Fiance had developed then entente ewdtalt, defined their 
reWons > “X* come to torma regarding their respective spheres of 
interest in North Africa. Its ultimate absorption in the French 
African Etopire was only n question of time, The diplomatic game, 
wbidi in its final upshot baa sealed the fate of the 
Xmpire, has been rich in dramatic incident French ambitions in 


Morocco had been recognised by England in return for a free 
hand in Egypt, and thus blessed with British smiles, the 41 liberty- 
loving ” Republic of Europe had set about to throttle the indepen¬ 
dence of an inoffensive, but weak, neighbour by a policy of 
" peaceful penetration ” The birth of this exquisite phrase in 
diplomatic phraseology marks the advent or Spam and Germany 
on the scene. The histone cruise or Kaiser Wilhelm in the 
Mediterranean brought about n crisis m the French Cabinet and 
ultimately led to the Act of Algeciras, which, while recognising 
the special interests of France, guaranteed the integrity and in 
dependence of Moiocco For some limt it was felt as if the 
Moorish dominions had been saved by the timely and almost 
i hmilrous mteivcntion of the < ierman Emperor The Teuton was, 
howuvei, playing a detptr and more elaborate game. After a decent 
interval or comparative (|uiet, disturbances in Morocco were at last 
got nude to older, a few Europeans Mere allowed Lo be repoited ai 
H killed,’* a well tuned series or shocks was < ommuniratcd lo the 
“ conscience 1 of Europe by the creative energy of an imaginative press 
about talcs or bloody chaos, anti Frame, as champion of civilisation, 
was forced against her will lo intervene and push an army of 
deliverance on Fe/ It would remain 011c of the most astounding 
mirnrles ol the twentieth cent my that several European victims 
of "bloody iliao*” came to life again to give a faithful 
account lo Pie French generals, of how they had been 
"murdered” by the fanatics of Fcv— or, perhaps, by the 
**IjIoocI and thunder* coirespondent* of ihe Parisian Press. 
French military intervention was faithfully copied by Spain; 
and Germany sent her Ptwthc' io Agadir lo remind the 

signatories of Hie Act of Algeuras that she would not allow that 
instrument to be discredited without getting 11 compensation.” For 
monLh-i together since then, the entire resources of European 
diplomacy have been exhausted in finding out a peaceful solution of 
the problem. The "* Congo Convention ” i* the result of these 
tremendous labours. It allows France to take which is not hers by 
transferring to German dominion 111 Africa a part of the Congo which 
is hardly her own Moron 0 lias virtually become a French " protec¬ 
torate, * and the steps with which France will henceforth begin to 
consolidate and fasten her hold on the country will hardly diffei from 
those which the "expansion” of European power and influence 
in Africa, Asiu and elsewhere lias rendered classical Germany 
and France and their respective sympathisers may be congratu¬ 
lating themselves on the neat thoroughness of the deal. Diplo¬ 
matists may have scored singular Inumphs in the exercise of 
their peculiar art mid skill and may oe waiting for formal decora* 
lions and popular applause. Sjndicates of financiers, prospectors, 
company-promoters and shareholders may be dreaming visions 
of gold and glory by the prospects of exploiting new fields of 
wealth and virgin sui 1 . But the rest of the world, which still 
foolishly hold* to righteousness and equity as a desirable thing 
in interaatiunal relations, has leaml yet another lesson of how might 
is right and Mammon the most powerful and inspiring Muse of 
contemporary history. Weakness is not only a crime, it rs some¬ 
thing far worse—it is "fanaticism and savagery” There may be 
a ceitam pathos m the destruction of freedom and gradual reduc¬ 
tion to bondage of the descendants of a once virile race But they 
could not develop the country, 1 e , they were standing m the way of a 
few railroad magnates and mining syndicates of Paris that desired 
to add a few hundred millions more to their huge piles of gold. 
Is it Nemesis ? Is it reaction in the ethical progress of the world ? 
or is it simply the unfolding of the world-process, the inevitable 
triumph of a better method of life and purpose for the ultimate 
unification of the race ? Whatever else it may be, there is certainly 
no trace in this European earth-hunger of Ihe noble ideal which 
swam into a poetic ken as the ultimate destiny of man . 

One God, one Law, one Element, 

And one far-off divine event 

To which the whole creation moves. 
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Sib Thomas Gibson Cabmichakl entered on his duties as the Gov- 
“wi of the Presidency of Fort St. George on 
The New Governor 3rd. November. As usod, addresses of wel- 
of Madras. come were presented to him the next day by 

some of the representative public bodies of 
the city, and in, replying to these addresses the new Governor made a 
speech which breathes the spirit of refreshing candour and sympathy. 
We hope the spirit of his utterance will find practical expression in 
the work of day-to-day administration, and when the time comes 
for him to lay down the reina of office, he may be in a position to 
sunrey his Indian career with the satisfaction of one who has trod 
firmly the straight though thorny path of duty 


The Comrade, j 


More Aspects of the War. 


Tut. retirement or Mr. Balfour from the leadership of the 
Unionist Party is an event of outstanding, 
Mr. Balfour. almost startling importance in British jiolitics, 

Discontent against Mr. Halfour, especially 
amongst the younger and more pushful members of the Party, had 
been brewing for some time past, and it had broken out into open 
mutiny duriug the critical stage of the passage of the Parliament 
Bill through the House of I^rds. The uncompromising attitude 
of the "die-hard 1 ' section of the Unionists wanted a more 
vigorous and militant lead. 'Phis Mr. Balfour was both intellectually 
and temperamentally unfitted to give The impatient and more 
ambitious spirits of the 'Tory rank and file rose in revolt against 
him and began a press campaign of malignant fury and abuse 
which has at last forced hint to make way for some more popular chief. 
The virulence of the campaign may he gauged from the howling 
epithets like " champion scutller, ” with which a number of fire- 
eating Tory journals began to jielt their leader Their work was 

continued by “B. M. 0 ."-Haltour Must Go-clubs and aher 

organisations or the kind Balfour has gone • in fact, a shrieking 
and mure persistent minority of his followers has driven him out. 

It is, however, difficult to think of any othci Unionist leader 
who may be said to possess, even in a hair measure, the gifts, 
versatility and intellectual culibre of Mr. Baliour As a Parlia¬ 
mentarian he is unapproachable even Ins adierseucs have enjoyed 
the rapier-play of bis dialectical subtelty, tin: keen ‘cut and 
thrust" of his argument and his intellectual finesse. Nature has 
endowed him with a nice, fastidious, philosophical tcniucrament 
and an intellect, fine, polished and tempered like -tccl. Gifts 
like these, adorn a student, a plnlosophei, a man of Ictlrrs, hut they 
•cutely lit one to be a popular leader or men. They ncale 
the literary spinl, the artistic temperament, the balanced and 
discriminating view ol things, the sense of .-esthetic proportion, the 
gentle philosophic doubt. but none can distil out of them the tem¬ 
per ot the fanatic—a lusty enthusiasm for big inditaul euuves, for 
decisive action, for the dust and hay of politics. The am'ior of 
“ the Foundations of Belief” and " The Basis of Philosophic 
Doubt " is more at home among the poets and academician-, of the 
Schools, philosophers, implies and " seel epicurean 01 the stoic 
severe ” than among the hustlers of the market place or the emphatic 
chamjuons of the Tory Democracy Mr Balfour’s career as a 
statesman has not, however, been without distinction. But the 
economic heresies of the Birmingham politician, Mr. /. Chamberlain, 
took him rathei by surprise, and be has’beeu ever since performing 
a sene- of dialectical feats—an mteltatnal rope-dancing-which 
baa extorted the wonder and adminttiun of the world His retire¬ 
ment from the front tank of British polities creates a gap which 
it will be difficult to fill. Hi* personal charm, his char acter, his 
high intellectual gifts had made him the favourite of the House of 
Commons, which will not feel his exit without a pang. Mr. Balfour 
has hitherto been engaged in making history. He is eminently 
fitted if he now employs his leisure to writing it. 


The feelings of those who sympathise with the misfortunes 
of Turkey were not spied by the messages of Reuter, clipped and 
possibly inspired and even edited by the Italian censor at Tripoli 
and the other ports of the Tripolttaine. They learnt with grief, not 
unmixed with humiliation, that this “sen of a war ” had gone on 
with all the regularity of an execution, lacking nothing of judicial 
procedure save justice itself. Worse than that, they were told that 
an Arab had boarded the cruiser Pnu and had tendered hi* 
submission, promising to do his utmost to induce other chie f s als o 
to recognise Italy The inhabitants were said to be returning to 
town. The Italian Commander-In-Chief had announced to them 
that he had come to them as a saviour to restore thCir rights, 
make them their own masters and punish the Turkish " usurpers.” 
Close oil the heels of this Great Charter of their liberties and 
their Bill of Rights, came the dismal news that the Turkish troops 
behind Tnpoli were in desperate straits for want of food, that the 
Italians had succeeded in stopping a hundred camel loads of 
provisions proceeding towards the famishing Ottomans and chat 
the wild attempts of the Turks to seize barley and cattle had 
caused the Shaikhs of the inland tribes to cut oil supplies a„d 
to attack them in .mall bodies whenever opportunity offered Thus 
the hop that Enver Bey would succeed in organising a Guenllu war 
turned out only ironically true The sympathisers of Turkey were in 
this way invited to abandon all hr-pe The Turk.sh Navy had just 
escaped by the skin or us teeth and was bottled up in the l)ar- 
dencllcs Turkish tiuups, numbering haidly 5,000 and even at 
that badly equipped, were the sole burner between Ottoman 
Tripoli and an avalanche of transports bringing the well-tramed army 
of Italy, the effiucocy of which a second Victor Jimannucl was 
determined to display to the astonished gn/e ol Europe half a contury 
after the tmwirng of Hie first as the King of United Italy. Sigmor 
Giolilti hod declared at Tunn before an enthusiastic audience of 
i, ioo guests at a political banquet that “ no nation had so speedily 
accomplished such a complete transformation, political, moral and 
economic .is I nil), who now claimed hei share of the work of 
civilizing ihe African Continent.” Europe cared no more than 
Gallio about the moral transformation from individual brigandage 
to national piracy The North that was economically changed 
had pohti<ai predilections towards peace and rioting had occurred 
a- Milan where hundreds were arrested, while at some s tati on* 
r-nwds fa) on rails to prevent trains conveying the reservists, the 
cavalrv having had to clear the line The South which acclaimed 
tne Second Cavoui was economically backward, yet, according to a 
mihtant Press tbe cause of civilisation was at stake That sole goddess 
of ’he moderns, which filled their Pantheon with her own reproduc¬ 
tions in various shapes and forms and was worshipped in all 
of ways, was not satisfied with libations of the liquor marked 
“The True Peaceful Penetration, ” but wanted a redder strum 
of thicker fluid to flow from her altars. The Liberal—we mu st 
timer omit tbe self-affixed label—Bishop of Cremona had in A 
pastoral letter preached the latest version of the doctrine of tbe 
Prince of Peace, that the war was “a hard necessity for the triumph 
of civilization." Europe was deaf to all appeals for nudwtiaql 
and the Times, that sturdy champion of RtafrMhk, tieefared! 
arbitration to be, like tbe Charge of the Light Brigwle, « urn gpificea tj 
hut not war." England, that had sundered the chains of African jj 
slaves almost all tbe world over, that hgd mourned the Partition oft 
Poland as a national disaster, that had actjvely^mpatlused aaaceoJ 
constitutionalism in every kingdom and had striked dm Ru& Shbtej 
of her own Legion with redder blood in helping Garib al d i to I 
unite Italy and free her from the Austrian tyrant, the foefo gy < 
of whose dtiZCTs were stirred to their very"depths at Aa 
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«, injustice to a Jewish soldier in France—this same En gland, owning a 
hundred million Moslem subjects distracted at the thought of the 
greatest brigandage during more than a century, and fully conscious 
L of the value of this "great a&et of loyalty "—as the Timss put it—a 
Minuter of this very England advised the King of a hundred 
million Mussulmans to refuse to mediate, and another Minister, 
in despair of discovering a fit topic for haranguing the 
good people of Aberdeen, declared that “ we should be 
sympathetic with nations like Germany And Italy who had not 
had our opportunities of territorial acquisition,” and out of all the 
brilliant achievements of a most brilliant Cabinet singled out 
Sir Edward Grey for praise for having 11 maintained peace for nearly 
six years 11 and finally promised bo “ labour strenuously to preserve 
this record." 

There was nothing to break the gloom of the situaton for 
Turkey’s sympathisers, and her appeals to Europe appeared the 
frantic efforts of the drowning man that catches at straws It not only 
looked as if the Turk had no chance of living with honour, but as if 
he had forgotten the ancient tradition of dying with dignity. Like 
Macbeth faced by Macduff, the Turk seemed to say, 11 Til not fight 
with thee,” and Italy said with Macduff. 

“ Then yield thee, coward, 

And h\e to he ihe show and gaze o' the Lime ; 

We 11 have bice, fta our rarer monsters are, 

Pain.ed upon a pole and underwnl, 

* litre may you set tht tyrant.'” 

But we had reckoned without the greatest foe of Turkey, the 
Censor-Genera) of the Press, whose bhickade of correct news was 
even more effective than that of Admirals Aubry and Faravelh 
The blockade runners have, however, proved sharper than was 
expected and news has somehow trickled through Malta and Tunis 
The only place where the blockade » still complete is Italy herself, 
for Sigmor Giohtti knows full well that like a plunger he has staked 
his all on the result of the war. Disasters mean less to the troops in 
Tripoli than to the Government in Italy. The North vwiuot be 
won over by defeats, and the 11 little valiant ” South, 11 ever strong 
upon the stronger fide, the Fortune’s Champion that does never 
fight, but when humorous ladyship is by to teach it safety,” will 
howl down the Minuter that led the Italian army to disaster. We 
must not forget that, like so many other wars, this has been due not 
only to the dt-fcnrelessness of Tripoli but also to the clamour of dii 
content at home win* h the Government would have liked to stifle oi 
at least drown in the triumphant applaJse of victory abroad If there 
is an y virtue in political precedents and history ever repeats itself, 
Signior Giohtti stands on the bnnk of a precipice as steep as that 
whence, according to a Turin cartoon which we reproduced in our last, 
he hurled his country into the abyss of Tripoli The shock of Another 
defeat will perhaps be enough and he would go down howling into the 
depth of Southern feeling, and even Rome may revive her ancient 
uadiuon and give Us another exhibitional the Coliseum, this time of 
a Mini ster sent 11 To the Lions ! " amidst die nud plaudits of the 
axcited populaqp. 

As for the result of the operations in the field, we'* had heard of 
Geneul Geneva's elaborate preparations, of the use of aeroplanes 
dropping dynamite from eerie heights and of motors designed for 
the fends of Sahara ^Ajgjpttth’s jiroyippna had been accumulated 
jipd Egyp, « sgitc of the jgraypra and .protests of 

AtJPfonee^s Cairo Correspondent, was stated to be succouring 
dike Suzerain "Ppwe* or * at least rhaihtamirig strict neutrality by 
setting camels in the Soudan for Italian Transport Corps. Fifteen 
thousand of ihe Royal Government^ trbbps were in Tripoli 
igainft famished handful of Ottoman troops marching backwards and 
forwards hr rags and tatters under a decrepit general, not to 
mention the valuable support of Arab Chiefs who recognised 
ttmir saviours in the army end the armada of Italy and of 
'Complaeent Catdi received With religious if not royal salutes 
Bom soldiers. The piracy had been carefully rehearsed, and yet 
•pmehow some unrehearsed effects ere exdti^ the ridicule of 
world, and Kmg Victor Emmanuel looks anything but a victor. 


The stain of Adowa is still unwiped and it looks as if fifteen yean 
later, or possibly gt the occasion of the centenary of Italian 
unity, His Royal Majesty's successor may have two stains instead 
of one to wipe. He had thought perhaps like the hitherto 
inimitable Hob Acres that 11 Odds life I people Often fight 
without any mischief done I" Wc were asked, like Jack Beverley to 
believe that every Italian was 11 a devil of a fellow," “ a determined 
dog," who “ generally killed a man a week "—barring of course 
digs in the nbs in dark alleys from behind—and was known to 
all Europe as 11 Fighting Bob,” although he did not want to take 
anybody’s life to clear his honour Odds sparks and flames, Signior 
Giolitti had roused his valour and he was very careful of his honour, 
the low of which he could never risk. He could never disgrace 
his ancestors But it seems that the Davids of the North, who 
had the saving grace of com monsense, were right offer all. Honour 
has certainly proved hitherto less careful of Italy than Italy was of 
her honour. It has risked the loss of many a valiant Bersaghiere. 
It has proved a marvellous false friend, for it has sent many 
a roaring soldier to the worms and has evidently whipped 
over to the enemy Possibly it has not even followed them to 
the grave, though their ghosts must now be thinking that a grave 
Is just the place where they could shift to do without it. The 
surest way of not disgracing them was, according to David, 11 to keep 
os long as you ran out of their company." Garibaldi and Cavour, 
possibly also Charlemagne and Caesar, the ancestors of modem 
Italians, were a good kind of folks, but the lost people whom King 
Victor Emmanuel should have chosen for his army’s vesting acquaint¬ 
ance We hope the Liheial—most Liberal—Bishop of Cremona 
is drafting another apostolu letter, a: an apostle of peace and 
apostate trom war, and considers a pacific termination an equaly 
M hard necessity for the triumph cl civilization." Signior Giolitti 
has had his share or the civilizing mission and perhaps Mr. Haldane, 
tlm tenor of Territorial fame, the Napoleon of Toby and the 
Terriers, is sympathising with Italy for having had some opportunity 
at last of his own favourite pastime, territorial expansion. 

But wc must ask the Indian Mussalmans to abstain from play¬ 
ing the braggart with their tongue after having shown signs of a 
disposition to play the woman with their eyes. The war is not yet 
over and the odds against Turkey are terrible, although this is not 
its first experience of a martial "plunge." The Turk is no 
doubt spoiling for the fight against the birgand in Europe and 
Asia and praying, 

CciUlr heavens, cut short all intermission ; front to fronl 

llnnff thtu th’ [Laban bandit and myself; 

Wilhm my sw«nd\ length *et hun ; if be ’scape, 

Heaven, forgive him too I 5 

That opportunity it levins Italy is not disposed to give 
to the Turks. She "dbtnofids the consequences" in the raid 
on Tripoli and the consequences have in return come to plagno 
her like Nemesis, with death, disaster and damnation. But 
her fleet is as nimble as her soldiers are fleet of foot, and 
she seemed in a moment of wild despair to have forgotten 
all the “ self-denying ordinances,” inspired by the fear of 
Au&raia to localise the war, for which the Rome correspondent 
of the temporising Times was demanding Turkish gratitude. Lika 
tyro at die billiard table, whose favorite stroke is the fluke, Italy, 
baulked in Tripoli, wished to hit hard and trust to luck. If this is 
Italy's wish, then, so let it be. The talk of mediation, 
which the world is beginning to hear from Italy herself, is as absurd 
as it is abject. 

Wu I vu I do peace I peace is to me a war. 

The Press of Europe showered sympathy on Turkey, while her 
Chancellories were offering silent support Europe was anxious 
for peace and would not mediate. Arbitration was not only dead 
but also damned. Now Europe may have its fill of peace md the 
arbitration of the sword may decide the fate of kingdoms. If the 
Armageddon comes, Turkey may well say, 

Ii It peace or war ? better, war I or loud war by land and by tea* 

Wav with a thousand battles and shaking a hundred thrones. 
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We have recently heard far mm than we had cared to hear 
■bout atrocities. First came the news that Italian officers had been 
hanged and then matilated. We are somewhat doubtful about the 
details of the punishment meted out to highway robbers in Tripoli. 
Possibly they still hang, draw and quarter gentlemen of the roods, 
and if io, te of the Italian banditti who fell into the hands 
of the Arabs can be understood. An esteemed contemporary 
saved the face of sober journalism by reading a lecture to Turkey 
ou the savagery, and we thought that the demands of civilisation 
were satisfied, hater followed the news o£ a butchery of Arabs, 
innocent and guilty, men and women, old and young. Our 
esteemed contemporary after us excitcmenfof an unusual pitch and 
tone had evidently sunk into exhaustion. 11 The rest was silence.* 
Some of course condemned the barbarism of the foremost files of 
civilisation and one, always original to the verge of rebelliousness, 
wrote as follows: - 

It Is not pleasant to revl or the indmcriannate slaughter of old and young, 
guilty and in.iocenl, women m well aa men ; tor. war unhappily a war 
In which those who wkli to tic regsrded aa non combatants interfere at 
their peril. The Italians were quite ready to leave the Arabs m 
peace, but they have suffered much provocation latterly at the hands 
of those who had apparrnlly submitted, and they have ialien thru 
revenge upon a treachcroun population in a fashion calculated to 
inspire terror. The Germans did nut herniate to dial summarily in 
the Kronen-Frostian War with 11 peaceful” peasants who fired on 
German troops , mr did an American Commander set* anylhi ng strange 
in " making Samar into a howling wildcrnes*." But nur humanitarian 
Kadicala are apt to forget these tilings when Britain is at war, and it 
u as well for them that Ihey should occasionally learn whal methods 
uf bubnnsm " really art. 

Need we add that our original contemporary, which alone has 
acquired the unique distinction of giving to such saragery the 
high sanction of its sympathy and support, is none other than 
the Allahabad Anglo-Indian Daily, the pioneer of humanity towards 
non-combatants. The Moslem League and Mr Justice Amir Ah 
are vainly struggling against odds, for the Z'vmver can now claim a 
return of its traditional " intelligent anticipation H of authority to 
declarations, inasmuch os both Mr. Asquith and Sir Jidward Grey 
deprecate such questions as humanitarian M.P.'s have ven- 
lUttd to oak. We do not know how the members of the party 
which roused heaven and earth against Bulgarian and Armenian 
u atrocities 11 are going to take this tremendous snub. Possibly, they 
will lamely submit to the latest tyranny of the Cabinet. But we 
have still much faith in the humanity of the British Nation, and 
although the lion may be asleep for the moment, it is bound 
to wake up some clay We, however, hope that the awakening may 
come before Sir Edward Grey lias beaten his already splendid 
records of preserving |ieace in Europe during six years und 
estranging the reelings of the Moslems in three: confnents. 

As regards the attitude of Mussalmans in India, wc have already 
dealt almost exhaustively with the subject. Hut insidious attempts 
have been made in different quartets to create suspicion of Moslem 

i loyalty. "</« Cq?wfto, " evidently hurt in the pocket by Rangoon’s 
boycott of Italian goods, writes to the Rangoon Gaieth\ charm ten* 

^ ing meetings and representations as uncalled-for threats and well- 
I disguised treason. A local contemporary, that vulgarly discriminates 
* between two Muhammadan leaders and shows us reference fur the 
)ote Sir Syed Ahmad by railing him 11 the better horse as far as Islam 
it concerned, a> object* to Mr. Ami* Ali’s drawing his salary 11 to 
talk politics 11 and virtuously writes that 11 th* Julians rue a friendly 
nation and to have a number of one’s subjects screaming about 
interference with a friendly nation is undesirable * Now, we do not 
think that this contemporary was stall averse to hir K. G. Gupta’s 
drawing a still larger salary "to talk politics,” which concerned 
the Government still more nearly, and its ethics seems to vary 
With the talk and the talker. ^As for high treason, the boy- 
* colt Of Italian goods is far less treasonable than Sir Edward 
i c^raon’s public announcement of leading a rebellion of Orangemen 
I in Ulster if the King in Hulioaent gave Home Rule to Ireland. We 
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hope Indians, whether Hindus or Muhammadans, me more loyal } 
than this, and the Express suggestion that His Majesty should not 
come to hold a Durbar at Delhi is as mischevotu os it is ignorant And 
cowardly. It would be far more treasonable if Indian Mussalmans j 
allowed Sir Edward Grey to create unparalleled bitterness among : 
them without giving the least warning about the mischievous conte- " 
quences likely in certain contingencies to follow. But we ore amazed { 
at the inconsistency of those organs in India which desire that her l 
Government should be broad-based on the people’s will, and yet | 
object to the desire of the Mussalmans that the foreign policy of the * 
Imperial Government should not be unpopular with a hundred * 
millions of Us subjects without either justice or profit. We trust that * 
their Hindu friends would at least understand now, if they never did 
before, that the Mussalmans, while anxious to share with them the 
common benefits of the Empire and deplore with them common 
disabilities, can so long os they do not become renegades from their 
religion, abandon not a Jot of the fervour of their extraterritorial 
sympathies. Nor, if we are to regard the Under Secretary of State 
for India to be the mouthpiece of the Government in the House 
of Commons, need they do so a* all. They will continue “ to 
laugh at distance And material neighbourhood in breathing and 
praying mutual sympathy ' In this hour uf Turkey's Lrial they would 
be untrue tn themselves if they did not show her their active sympathy 
in every legitimate manner , and they have too much confidence 
in their Government to suspect even for a moment that it means 
one thing and says another '] heir Government too, no doubt, has 
every confidence in them, and His Majesty must be sure of 
a most loyal welcome from Indian Muasalmans when he sets foot on 
Indian soil. As the poet 14 Wasiti" wrote, tlwy can well say— 

And we haw stmrrd thy travail and diy toil, 

And followed thee to feast and fray, and done 
Thy bidding, and our stalwart sons have gone 
Death-ward for thee in many an evii broil, 

Ard with thru blood have mohlened many a mjU. 

Hearing thy dauntless banner in the ana, 

And flank to fW.lt with thee much glory won, 

To thy bright crown i not unworthy foil 


Behar Provincial Conference. 

Unlike other csnfcrenccs, “ provincial" or “ national," through 
which the public life of the Hindus finds its organised expression, 
the Behar Provincial Conference lias the rare distinction of trying 
to live up to us professions. Ever since Us birth and organisation 
it has sought to achieve practical unanimity on all public questions 
by earnest efforts to create representative provincial opinion, irres¬ 
pective uf communal or religious distinctions. It may no doubt 
be readily conceded that the deliberations uf the Oinference are, 
to a very large extent, permeated by the Hindu standpoints and 
outlook on affairs, yet it cannot at present be otherwise owing 
to certain inseparable accidents of Indian life and politics. Even 
as it as, the participation of the Mussalmans m the counsels 
or Dehor is not altogether on sufferance. They ore not simply 
there to famish the necessary background to the evolutions of 
platform orators who sweep, in majestic abandon, through new 
heavens of bliss on pinions of "provincial N unity—of course, with 
their tongues in their cheeks. The Mussalman community may 
not agree with Mr. Hasan Imam or the Hun. Mi. Mazharul Haquc* 
but no one can doubt the honesty of the political faith that is in 
them. Their association with Hindu gentlemen ip the political acti¬ 
vities of the province can be* we may take it, tib a tom no other the* 
that of mutual comprehension end tolerance. Although we may deplore 
certain of their results we cannot hut *d0th* the existence of such 
happy motions: a thing surely very different from tgr gohta 
age of the pre-Fartitkm Bengal, so .botored of the *#, 
when there was no bitterness of feeling between tiro 
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communities for the simple reason that the Mussalmans had no 
political emstence and did not count. "That a Muhammadan 
gentleman should have been invited to preside over the PmincuU 
Omfirmc$ is an index of the good feeling that exists between 
Hindns and Muhammadans in Behar," says the Bengal**. The 
words we have italicised furnish the “index” to the attitude in 
which some of the publicists and politicians of the Congress School 
seek to promote “good feeling ” for the evolution of Indian unity. 
In their deep inner consciousness a 11 Provincial Conference ” is an 
organisation designed to promote exclusive Hindu interests, while the 
participation of Mussalmans in the work of those bodies is to be 
welcomed on the score of political expediency The very sponta¬ 
neity and unconscious deliverance * of such expressions adds to the 
unrelenting thoroughness of their meaning. 

From considerations such as these one is naturally led to 
inquire if it would be at all possible, in the interests of the 
ultimate unity of direction in Indian opinion, to devise some 
common basis where diverse interests may be (used together, not 
by suppression but by comprehension and reconciliation, in a 
spirit of mutual knowledge, sympathy and tolerance. Absolute 
surrender of one’*, political hopes and aspirations in obedi¬ 
ence to a dominant or aggressive fiolitical fiaitli does not 
imply political uniformity but death. Do the 11 nationalist" 
dreamer s of a Uritcd India, moving on steadily and by the light 
of her inner faith to an unknown range of power and freedom, 
seriously imagine any such consummation possible ? Will they 
be able to kill views and opinions, different, from theirs, by the almost 
childish and ridiculous policy of ignoring them or by tacitly 
declaring all political non-conformity to be a heresy? It 
may be a pure accident, but the fact is not without its significance 
that Mr. Hasan Imam and the Hon. Mr. Haque are able to 
work harmoniously with Hindu leaders of Behar because they 
have, in a very large measure, identified themselves with the Hindu 
politician's programme. Would such co-operation be still possible 
if these gentlemen rose one fine morning to find their views on, 
say, “separate electorates 11 suddenly transformed mio those of 
their co-religionists ? If not, then it may be frankly confessed that 
the Mussalmans are invited to join the Congress or other political 
organisations of the “ nationalist,” not for purposes of co-operation, 
but lor the definite renunciation of their political aims and ideals. 
This sort of “compromise " in the interests of Indian unity, which 
means in piactice a thorough going cxrly&ivencss on the one hand 
and utter political conversion on the other, is just the sort ol 
fond illusion with which the soul of latter-day L< nationalist ” love-, 
to dally and consort. 

While, therefore, political thinking in Ike country has not yei 
risen above the stage or tactical makeshifts, while aims and ideals 
ate shut up, as it were, in water-tight compartments, or shouting 
within close corridors of racial prejudice and partisan exclusiveness, 
which resound to a general din and clamour of effort and lead to no 
unity of purpose and harmony of utterance, 11 Provincial Conferences 
presided Over even by Muhammadan gentlemen " can furnish no 
doe to the solution of the tremendous problem. Judging by the 
telegraphic summary of the Presidential address delivered by the 
Hon Mr Haque, we can very will believe that it must have been 
a fine performance. Unfortunately, however, there is much in 
the dews of Mr. Haque with which it is impossible for us to agree. 
Speaking about special electorates, he said, it was unsound 
in principle. Referring to the question of extending com¬ 
munal representation to District and Municipal Boards, Mr. 
Haque said he had been opposed to it all along and would 
continue to do so. fll It was suicidal, he said, for the best interests 
of dm Muhammadans themselves and trusted they would come 
round to his views in due course." Let us hope that the con- 
verson predicated by Mr. Haque, when it does come about, will be a 
peaceful coo verson# Till then, the Mussalmans, ;*e may trust, will 
beallowed the necessary freedom of conscienceyind of thought. It 


is the overt and covert [assaults on this freedom, instances of which 
will be present even to the mind of Mr. Haque, that have driven the 
Mussalmans to seek political salvation on independent lines. 
It is the attitude of the Hindu 11 nationalist 11 that has created the 
gulf, which is unfortunately widening everyday He has protested 
too much, and the very violence of his attack on the principle of 
separate representation has convinced the Mussalmans that these 
protestations of love for an ■* erring minority ” and the inordi¬ 
nate desire to suppress its distinctive features and individuality 
are not all altruism The gentlemen who can recognise the need 
for a separate Hindu University must have some very subtle 
reasons if they fail to recognise the need for the communal con¬ 
sciousness of the Mussalmaii!i 

The Hon'hlc Mr. Haque is in favour of the modification of the 
Partition He said that " the public opinion in Behar was unani¬ 
mous on one point, thal they would neither agree to the status quo 
being restored, nor to a Governorship with a Chief Commissioner 
for Behar. They would co-operate with the>r brethren of Bengal 
in their efforts to constitute Behar, Chota Nagpur and Orissa into 
a separate province and to put the whole Bengalee-speaking people 
under another administration.' 1 With all his love for his “brethren 
of Bengal,” the President of the Behar Conference would like to < 
extricate his province from the dominance of the Bengalee, and 
would thrust hock more than thirty millions of his “brethren" 
in Eastern Bengal under the same yoke from which he seeks deli¬ 
verance for himself. It may lie good business, but it is scarcely 
good logic or even disinterested patriotism. Whatever argument 
may apply to the creation of Behar into a separate administrative 
enrage, it applies with tenfold force to the separate existence of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. The majority of the people of the 
new province, who have found new scope and promise for a 
decent political existence, will hardly thank Mr Haque for bis 
inconvenient attention* If the Bchaivc majority in old Bengal 
Ims reason to dread political association and common provincial 
life with the Bengalee, we know not with what horror the Mussal- 
mans of the new province will look upon a return to old bondage. 
Whatever f&tr may be reserved for the aspirations of Behar for 
a separate existence, the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam 
cannot be wiped out again without inflicting an injustice of in¬ 
calculable magnitude on millions Any disturbance of the 
status quo in this direction will be the greatest blunder of the 
Indian Government 




Turkish Relief Fund. 


We announce to-day with thanks the generous contributions } 
received by us in aid of the Turkish sufferers from the War Now 
Lhat a hopeful beginning has been made, we feel confident our 
nuvperous friends, sympathisers and subscribers will assist in the 
beneficent work of chanty to relieve those who are shedding their 
blood in defence of their honour, faith and fatherland. j 


Sycd Sultan Ahmad Esq., Bar -at-law, Calcutta 
Through M. Basil Ali, Esq., Badaun, U. P 
M. Amur-Rah man Esq., Mionganj, Unoo 
Aga Muhammad Safdar Esq., Sialkote 
K. P. Jayaswal Esq., Bar.^at-law, Calcutta 
M. H. K., Osmanabad ... 
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The News of the War. 

Much interest has been aroused by a statement in the Vienna 
JUictyost declaring that Turkey is prepared to grant Russia 
'exclusive right of passage of warships through the Dardanelles in 
return for Russia’s guaranteeing the integrity jpf Turkish territory in 
Europe. It is stated that England consents to the agreement and 
will receive concessions in the Persian Gulf and that Italy consented 
long ago on Russia promising not to oppose the Italian occupation 

of Tripoli. 

Reuter wired from ConstantinopleThe Marquis Theodoli, 
representative of the Italian bondholders on the Council of the 
Ottoman Debt, has been ordered to leave Turkey. 

Reuter wired from Constantinople .—It is officially stated that 
six Italian warships have been sighted from the island of Chios, off 
Smyrna. Reuter wired from Milan .—It is believed that Italy has 
Abandoned her intention of occupying the islands in the Aegean 
Sea. She will probably now make a naval demonstration ofT the 
coast of Syria. Reuter wired from Rome:—The reservists of 1889 
have been called out. Another Army Corps and a Commander 
have been ordered to Tripoli, whither strong reinforcements are pro¬ 
ceeding. Reuter wired from TripoliThe disaffection here is 
spreading. The Arabs complain Lnat the Turks compel them to 
bw the brunt of the fighting. A division of twenty thousand 
strong with artillery and aeroplanes is concentrating at Naples, prior 
to embarkation for Tripoli. 

The Porte has protested to the Powers against the execution of 
Arabs in Tripoli on the ground that it is in contravention of the 
Hague Convention of 1907. 

Reuter’s special correspondent in Tripoli has arrived at Malta 
and says that contrary to Italian accounts the Turks and Arabs 
. engaged in fighting on 23rd and 26th October, did not number more 
than two thousand, yet they took the Italians completely by surprise, 
inflicting losses on them of over one thousand killed and wounded 
■nH forcing them to abandon a |iart of the Oasis The Italian front 
which on the 23rd ultimo stretched over fifteen kilometres is now 
only eight kilometres. The Turks, continues the correspondent, 
signalised their success by advancing their artillery and shelling the 
Italian lines. They actually dropped a shell in General Caneva’s 
headquarters. The Italian Aimy has been driven hack to a point 
from which it cannot retire further except by the sea. All idea of 
marching into the desort has been abandoned for the present. So 
long as the Turks hold the Oasis which is fifteen miles long by five 
miles broad, Tripoli is exactly in the position of a besieged city and 
General Canevai position is one of stalemate, unless he chooses to 
take the offensive. He gives, however, no sign that he intends to 
do tilts. In spite of official denials which have been issued, Reuters 
’^Correspondent cables details of massacres or Arabs between 23rd and 
:‘*7th October as observed by himself and two other special 
, correspondents who signed a statement at the request of the British 
Consul at Tripoli. The statement says that General Geneva ordered 
^ the troops to shoot all the Arabs who could reasonably be suspected 
' {of bearing arms. This order led to the worst abuses, parties of 
llsoldiers during the four days scouring the Oasis and shooting 
^‘indiscriminately. The statement concludes hy declaring that 
^'General Geneva must bear-the full responsibility for these act*. 

Italy has circularised the Powers notifying them that Tripoli 
'(Cyrenaica) has been definitely annexed and suggesting mediatory 
efforts on the part of the Powers to induce Turkey to come without 
delay to the wise decision of acquiesciug in the accomplished facts, 
■and so avoiding tonseless bloodshed. 

It is understood that General Frugoni is superseding General 
Geneva in command of the forces in Tripoli, which are about to he 
constituted as iyi Army Corps, General Caneva becomes Governor 
of the town of Tripoli Heater wired from RomeIt is officially 
denied that General Caneva has been superseded. It is announced 
that General Frugoni will be the Commander of the Firsr Array 
Corps, while Gennal Caneva retains the genera* command. 

Ilia Standard publishes a message received in London 
describing a victory m Tripoli on Tuesday and Wednesday the irt 
instant gained by eight thousand Turks and sixteen thousand Arabs 
over the Italians, who are said to have had between five and six 
thousand casualties. It is added that the Turks captured two forts 
and numerous guns and ammunition. The telegram reproduced by 
the Standard reporting the defiant of Italian troops cm Tuesday 
and Wednesday il categorically denied. Reuter wired from Tripoli 
The Turkish guns shelled the Italian positions on Sunday morning 
■ ike cth instant and an artillery duel liked all day. Aeroplanes again 
dropped bombs into the Turkish camp. The Turks were repulsed. 


There is a circumstantial report in Constantinople that the Turks 
captured Dema, after a battle, the Italians losing five hundred killed 
and eighteen guns, but according to Italian telegrams of 6th instant 
the situation at Dema was unchanged. According to the Englishman 
special cablegram, the Daily Telegraph?s correspondent says that 
after a month's occupation the Italian military situation in Tripoli is 
worse than when the fleet first hove in sight. 

Reuter wired from Constantinople:—The growing anti-Minii- 
terial feeling in Parliament was demonstrated to-day by the House 
passing a resolution by 133 votes to 35 demanding an immediate 
explanation from the Minister of War of the attempted arrest of the 
Opposition leader in order to court-martial him on a charge of 
publishing statements against the Government. An application for 
a postponement of the e/planation until Wednesday was rejected. 

Cholera is raging among the civilians in Tripoli and also among 
the troops. The sanitary situaticm in Tripoli is becoming worse. 
Fifty bodies of natives who have died from cholera and starvation 
have been picked up in the streets, while the oasis if full of the 
dead, creating a pestilential stench There are forty cases of 
cholera among the Italian troops daily. The outbreak of cholera 
in Malta appears to have been got under control. Altogether there 
have been 46 cases, with 29 deaths. Reuter wired from Malta 
The United Stales cruiser Chester has been ordered to Tripoli. 

A frontier correspondent states that the Amir of Kabul is show¬ 
ing the keenest interest on the war between Italy and Turkey just 
as he did in the Russo-Japanese campaign in Manchuria. He has 
appointed a number of Munshis to translate into Persian, accounts 
which appear in the newspapers and these translations are read out 
to him every evening. The same correspondent also states that 
Colonel Rasul Khan, the Amir’s agent at Bombay, who has recently 
arrived at Peshawar, has recommended boycotting of Italian goods 
throughout Afghanistan. 

The Officiating Assistant Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Marine Department, has addressed the fallowing letter to 
the Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce —1 am directed to 
farward for the information of the Chamber a copy of a telegram 
N. 694 -Tj.M., dated the 33rd instant, from the Government of India, 
Marine Department, regarding the defence of the ports of Salonica 
and Smyrna by mines and to state that the Port Officer, Calcutta, 
and the Commissioner of the Onssa Division have been directed 
to issue notices on the subject to all British merchant vessels 
leaving the Port of Calcutta and the Orissa ports respectively .— 
Following telegram, dated J$th October, from Admiralty begins: 
11 Salonica Smyrna have been defended by mines; Pilot boat 
stationed at both ports conduct neutral vessels in and out of the 
harbour, inform intelligence officers and British merchant vessels. 
British Consul at Port Said has been informed ” Please issue 
instructions (hat all British merchant vessels clearing from Indian 
ports may be informed. 

The report that the Turks had captured Dema is now definitely 
stated to be untrue. 

At question time, in the Commons, Mr. F. D. Adand said 
the British Government was not precluded by the declaration of 
neutrality from offering mediation, but the views of Italy and Turkey 
were so divergent that no basis for mediation at present existed 

General Frugoni immediately on landing with fifteen thousand 
reinforcements took a vigorous initiative on Monday and ordered 
the advance, the vigour and rapidity of which summed the enemy. 
It resulted in the recapture of a fort at Hamidreb and a portion 
of the Oasis. Warships co-operated with the field batteries. 
The Italians claim that the enemy suffered enormous losses. 
Reuter wired from Constantinople .—The War Office has fettled 
a statement discrediting the report of the Turkish capture of Denser 
The Porte has despatched a protest to the Powers against the Italian, 
annexation of Tripoli and stating its determination to resist ft*KAn 
despatches from Tripoli report that there is Considerable qmrreih&g 
among the Turks and Arabs over the precarious and mure aupptfef 
reaching them. The Arabs also resent the tendency of the Turks to 
place them in the forefront of the battle. An aerobfeofet yesterday 
dropped two bomba into the enemy'* camp. He states that the 
tanks have been much depleted since he made him fast tecobnainaoce. 
An Italian cruiser has bombarded Akeba, and sunk a Turkish 
gunboajt. killing the second ufflter. , J 1 ' 

Renter wired from Tunis:—Eighteeh lolled an# 
wounded have beat r ece i ved at the boapitals ben. Thi deat h roll 
among Arabs ii notknnmt^ 'an Ibty Cfaseal tfaev&MljbAihlftred; 
Throe Italians wen killed fe the noting fc Tunk 1 fifaf 
natives have been arrested. > 
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Renter wired from Tripoli.—An Italian battalion, supported 
bj the artillery and fleet, sallied out of Hamidieh fort and drove 
back the enemy, killing sixty. Fifteen Italians were wounded. 

Natal Muhammadans have subscribed j£i, 6 oo to the Red 
Crescent Society at Constantinople. 


* 

‘ X 


Moslem Feeling in India. 

Resolutions were passed at a protest meeting of Cawnpore 
Muhammadans :—(1) Asking the British Government to interfere 
and save the Turks from injury; (2) boycotting Italian goods and 
giving preference to British goods, (3) for raising funds for the 
widows and orphans of the killed and those injured in war; (4) 
thanking the Indian Government for consenting to forward Funds 
to the Turkish Consul, Rs 392 was collected on the spot 

At a meeting of Lucknow Mussalmans on Sunday afternoon on 
the 5 th instant in Kaiserbagh Baradaii, a resolution whs passed 
expressing the utmost horror and indignation at the massacre of 
innocent men, women and children of the Tripolitan Arabs by the 
Italian army. Mr. Hamidali Khan, Bar-at-Law, in moving the resolu 
tion, remarked that war existed between man and man and noL between 
mao and woman. The outrage, be said, was a wanton display ot 
intolerable savagery peculiar to primitive ages. The resolution was 
seconded by Moulvi Aziz Mirza. It was also resolved that a copy 
of the resolution should be submitted to Government. Moulvi 
Nizamuddin Hasan, retired Deputy Commissioner, presided. Fly¬ 
leaves are being distributed broadcast containing a list of Italian 
goods and requesting Muhammadans to boycott them. 

At a mass meeting of the Muhammadans of Ceylon on Sunday, 
the 3th instant, a resolution was carried expressing profound sympathy 
with the Sultan and imploring King George to intervene and use his 
influence to end hostilities. Prayers were offered for the Sultan 
and calling divine succour to Turkish arms in Trqioli There were 
five thousand pci sons present. 

A mass meeting of Mussalmans, numbering ahout 7,000, was 
held at Comilla under the presidency of Moulvi Ryazuddm Moham 
med, the premier zemindar, and the following resolutions unani¬ 
mously passed ‘ 11 Resolved that every Mussulman should offer 

prayers every night and also prayers be offered in every village mosque 
on every Friday for the success of Turkey " 11 Resolved that a 

sense of gratitude be recorded to the British Government for non¬ 
interference in the religious traditions of its loyal subjects and an 
appeal be made to the Government o» India for transmission to His 
\ Imperial Majesty the King and Emperor George V. to interfere for 
the cause of humanity in the atrocities and brutalities commuted 
over the Arabs by the Italians.' 1 11 Resolved that subscriptions be 
realised and sent to the Red Crescent Society for the widow* and 
children of the killed and wounded Turkish soldiers 11 11 Resolved 
that all Italian goods be boycotted " A considerable Amount was 
collected on the spot and about 200 Italy-made caps destroyed The 
assembly then offered a prayer to the Almighty lor the victory of 
Turkey and Islam. 

The Hon, Nawab Syed Muhammed presided over a mons¬ 
ter meeting of Modems and Hindus at the Victoria Hall to 
protest against the Turko-Itahan war. There were eight resolutions 
cm the agenda end speeches were made in English and Hindustani 
Dr, T. M> Nair was the speaker of the evening and proposed the 
foUbiriog resolution—That this meeting beseeches the British 
G o wiasm e nt, which is concerned in the welfare of a targe Empire 
in the East, to further use its best endeavours to allay the grave 
feefyg of ipsenurity . jrtfeh the unjust war and the manger in which 
M it $1 being prosecuted by Italy against Turkey along with other recent 
$ events .have produced in the minds of aoo-Chnsuaos and the 
£ Oxwtolacxa generally* The second resolution strongly condemned 
U the execution and ill-treatment by Italy in Tripoli of the non- 
r combatant Muhammadan inhabitants, including women and child 
ren, End earnestly appealed to the sense df humanity of the British 
public and Government to use their influence in putting a stop to 
wch cruel action. Ifafeotber resolutions carriedreference 
toj&p duty to xsSyjpundiho Khali- 

of subscriphoiH, requesting the Grand Vizier at 
to communicate to ffirTtrrkwh^onsuTC at 
Bombay news from the seat of war, etc. At the termination of 
Monday's Moslem meeting in Madras, a subscription hit was 
opened and a sum of Rs. a,ooo waa subscribed, Mr. Justice Abdur 
Rahim giving Rs. 400, Mrs. Abdur Rahim Rs. 100, and Miss 
Rahim Rs. 50. 

An open air mass meeting convened under the auspices of the 
AstJUfriaui Hemayti Islam at BarisSl met on Sunday afternoon under 
the presidency of Kaa Obedulghany to express sympathy with 
Turkey to her present crisis. The meeting was opened by the Hon. 
Moulvi Hemayetuddio Ahmed, B.L., who explained to the assembly 
the exact pollute in Tripoli and succeeded to removing the errone¬ 
ous impression which Baled to differentiate Italyfrom England. He 
laakedfr r subscriptions tor the tetief of the families of the slain and 


wounded. Other speakers having addressed the meeting the follow 
ing resolutions were adopted :—That the Mussalmans of Backergftnj, 
while regarding the aggression of Italy as most unjust and opposed 
to all laws of humanity, desire that it should be condemned by all 
Mussalmans, Hindus or Christians, and aa a token of their condemna¬ 
tion should boycott all Italian goods. That every Mussel mail should 
pray for Turkish victory in their daily nimaz, and that on Fridays 
special pray eiVtOtfle tame effect should be offered at every mosque. 
That funds be raised for the relief of the families of the slain or 
wounded in Tripoli in fighting the Italian invaders. That the most 
sincere thanks of the entire Muhammadan community be accorded 
to those noble-minded Christiana, Hindus, and men of other races 
and creeds who have been helping the Muhammadan cause. That 
a telegram of sympathy be sent to the Turkish Consul-General, 
Bombay, for communication to the Arrival Moumerin, ibe Sultan of 
Turkey, and to the Turkish Parliament ^ 

Following the mass meeting of tbe Muhammadans of Hooghiy \ 
and Chinsurah held on the 29th October on tbe idgah grounds to 
express sympathy with Turkey in the unjust and unprovoked war 
which Italy is waging on her, another meeting was held on the cth 
instant at the same place. Several speeches were made deploring 
and condemning the barbarous massacre of Arab women and 
children in Tripoli by the Italians. Resolutions were also adopted 
to collect funds for the relief nr the wounded and the families of 
the dead and to boycott Italian goods The meeting concluded 
with all the Muhammadans present joining m a fervent prayer for a 
continuation of victory to the soldiers of His Imperial Majesty the 
Sultan of Turkey, who is the Commander of the faithful and the 
Caliph of the whole Muslim world. 

A meeting of the Bengal Provincial Moslem League was held 
aL the house of S. M. Sheriff, Esq, M.A., Barrister-at-law, Joint- 
Secretary, at 58, Lower Circular Road, on the 5th November ipn, 
at 4 p m., and the following resolution was unanimously passed: 

11 That the Executive Committrc of the Bengal Provincial Moslem 
League records its strong condemnation of the aggression of Italy 
in attacking Tripoli ami its deep abhorrence of Italy’s savage 
atrocities and resolves that the Cuvommenl of His Majesty the 
riing-Empcror be respectfully requested to intervene in the interests 
of grace and humanity and put a stop to an unjust and barbarous 
war. The Committee also resolves that Mussalmans should show 
their deep resentment of Italy's action by boycotting all Italian 
goods and that funds should be collected for relieving the Turkish 
wounded and the widows and orphans of victims ” 

Under the auspices of the Red Crescent Society a mass meeting 
of the Muhammadans of Bareilly was held after the Junta preyen 
m the Naumehla Eadgoh on 3rd November. The number of the 
people who were present amounted to about ten thousand Aftec 
the fervent prayers were offered for the vtotWX Sul tap Add, 

tbe honor of Islam,, the liham of the mosque recited some verses 
from the Quran. 1 he public expressed much indignation at the 
piracy of Italy and horror at the inhuman massacre of the innocents 
by the Italians and showed sympathy with the Turks and Arabs, 
and all who were present unanimously made a fresh vow that they 
would never buy Italian good*, and those who had Italy made caps 
threw them off their heads which were burnt. A Resolution 
was passed that the British Govemmer t be requested to intervene and 
put a stop to tbe atrocities of Italy and to secure the integrity of 
the Turkish Empire. A telegram about it was sent to the viceroy. 
About Rs 200 were collected on the spot and subscriptions are 
being raised in different parts of the town. 


News by the English Mail. 

(From thk 11 Times 11 Special Correspondent.) 

Tripoli\ Qctobn p. 

To estimate the situation newly created in North Africa with 
a ,due *ense of proportion it is almost necessary to see Tripoli as I 
have seen it during the post few days. We made the port in an 
Italian steamer. The first wc knew of our destination was the heavy 
smoke-bank created from the funnels of the Italian men-of-war. 
There were nine of them, great buoyant batteries of 8,000 to 13,000 
tons, stripped for the business of war. For quite a long lime they 
and their bank of smoke entirely masked the elongated strip of 
oasis on a desert coast in which the ancient town is set. At last, 
however, as we drew nearer the warships, and a fluttering group of 
signal flags summarily ordered us to anchor, we could discern the 
league of palm trees and the medley of white-washed houses that is 
Tripoli. Even before one had had time to learn the history of the 
past three days it seemed that ail sense of proportion had been 
lost as one saw these giants threatening an over-grown Arab oasis, 

It was quite evident that Italy was in possession of the town, as 
the blockading squadrons were anchored close inshore, and several 
torpedo craft were fussily engaged in the harbour, which had hither¬ 
to known little better than decrepit Ottoman gunboats and Greek 
sponge-divers' schooners. The Italian Admiral showed us every 
courtesy. A boarding officer took our letters Of introduction, add 
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the Admiral straight-way ordered a torpedo-boat to put us ashore. 
While these instructions were being carried out it was possible to 
familiarize ourselves with the general appearance of the port. A 
•frit of rock miming out from the sand-dunes naturally furnishes 
a partial breakwater to a small shallow bay. Upon this rock Phoeni¬ 
cian, Carthaginian, Roman, Mameluke, Spaniard, and Turk have 
built their defences in turn. Behind these defences, and half-way 
round the bay, is Tripoli. Like most Arab coast towns, from the 
seaboard it looks clean and cooL In reality it is a maze of filthy 
alley-ways, pestilential arcades, and noisome bazaars. The minarets 
of three mosques and the spire of a Catholio church give relief to 
the unbroken flatness of the roofs; while aj Hhr back of the bay, 
rising sheer from the water, is the Castle^* great medieval pile of 
puddled clay and sand-rock, that furnished Kunak, barracks, 
arsenal and stores for the Turkish garrison. 

As the torpedo-boat took us ashore we could note the results of 
ihe bombardment upon the Turkish fort at the harbour entrance. 
This erection is known as the 11 Spanish " fort, though perhaps more 
generally spoken of as the 11 pink 11 fort, from the colour of the wash 
in which it has been distempered. It consists of two bastions, 
connected by a heavy curtain. The walls and parapets, which were 
built of rough-hewn stones filled in and thickly faced with clay, rose 
about 30 feet above the level of the sea, 'I he parapets were of great 
thickness, and had made an extraordinary resistance to the io inch 
Italian projectiles; but where the shells had hit the bevelled edge of 
the parapet the splintering of the rock-substance must have been 
awful, and showers must have swept across the town Not having 
witnessed the bombardment, 1 cannot say if the Italian practice 
was good or bad. It certainly had nothing Lo disconcert it. The 
Pink Fore showed many low hits where the heavy projectiles had 
practically made no impression on the curtain. In the bastions 
were only three Krupp guns of a type now obsolete, which it is 
locally said were mounted 30 years ago. None of them had been 
dismounted by the bombardment. From the hits near the water¬ 
line an the curtain it looked os if the Italian gunners had laid their 
pieces low in order to spare the town from overranged projectiles. 

We landed at the Customs at an opportune moment. The 
Turkish officials said that his authority had 1 cased, and that he had 
orders to hand over to the Italians ns soon ns their Customs officials 
arrived. We escaped, therefore, the 1 r per cent, ad valorem duty 
that the Turks exacted in the past, and marched on short. Tripoli 
lias a tiny sea front parade, where are situated the principal t afts ; that 
and here, in the cool of the evening the Turkish jeunesse dorce in 
fezzes and the Arabs in snow-white na\ks have for decades been wont 
10 gather to 11 eat " the coo] sea breeze that heralds the setting sun. 
But wlien we landed there were no insolent and indolent sitters before 
the cafa. There was, however, a crowd of awed Arabs and cowed 
Jews, who stepped into shadow with alacrity as a party of Italian 
sailors came bustling past. Wuikmanlikr, fellows these sailors were, 
iu whim uniforms and brown canvas gaiters and carrying infantry 
arms and accoutrements. Their eager and bronzed little officer, 
with a Mauser pistol strapped to his thigh, as he marched with 
businesslike smartness down the street, never realized how out <)f 


is no sign of resentment by the Arabs id Tripoli itself; while the 
Jewish population is tumbling over itself to peddle MaB wafer to the 
soldiers. Beggars now croon 11 Viva Italia 1 19 

Tripoli, OcMn tj. 

Tiis naval’occupation is now entirely superseded by the 
military. General Caneva, commanding the expeditionary force, 
landed to-day amid the salutes of the Fleet, which had dressed 
ship for the occasion. The Italians are making every endeavour 
to impress the Arabs. In a grandiloquent proclamation the Govern¬ 
or refers to the Turks as 11 the common enemy. 1 ' 

The majority of the troops have been pushed up under the 
palm trees of an oasis on the outpost line, practically the same that 
was occupied by the naval brigade. This outpost holds the 
southern fringe of the palm grove, its front being apparently 
boundless sand desert. During the two nights that the troops 
have been in position there has been slight rifle firing, but, as I 
suggested in a previous message, the desert 15 the abode of the 
mirage 

The “ Times, " October 16 

Wh have received the following statement from the Turkish. 
Embassy — 

The news of an attack made on 30 Italian workmen ou the 
liedjaz railway published by the Times on the lath instant, as 
emanating from the Italian Embassy, ts, according to official 
information just received, without any foundation. The Turkish 
Embassy begs to warn the British public against such news, with 
certain tendencies, spread almost daily with the object of justifying 
a conduct which has provoked universal indignation in all 
countries where justice and a respect for the nght of others is a 
creed 

(know the “Times” CoRRESPONnENi.) 

Constantinople, October, Jj 

The war parly appears to he gaining strength and comprises 
the leading members both of the Committee and of the Opposition. 

The Tamn to-day publishes an appeal lo Ottoman patriots to 
form an anti-Italian League, the members of which bind them 
selves during their lifetime to boycott Italian schools, post offices, 
and commercial establishments, to inflict every injury of omission 
and commission which is “ permitted by the laws of humanity and 
morality" upon Italians, and to bring up their children in the 
hate of Italy. Four Italian journalists have been ordered to leave 
(he country within 24 hours. 

Official circles are reticent 111 regard to the replies of the Powers 
10 1 urkey’s communication asking for their mediation. There is 
some reason, however, to believe that two of the Government* 
approached, which rumour identifies with Italy's allies, have informed 
the Porte that the incompatibility between its refusal to surrender 
any of its rights in Tripoli and Italy's decision to occupy and 
annex that territory renders 11 impossible for them At present to 
take the steps which the Porte desires. They will, howevei, 
continue their endeavours on behalf of the cessation of hostilities. 


proportion the whole picture was. The light of conquest was in his 
eye. The spirit of success pervaded the whole detachment. Italian 
correspondents landing with us clupped their hands and shouted in 
g delirium of ecstacy at the sight of the national flag floating above 
the Castle. There was no sense of proportion. The plucking of 
this rotten plum from a decaying branch of the Ottoman Empire 
is to the Italians as a battle of Austerlitr It is the realization of a 
“heart’s desire." 

Tripolii Oitober ;; 

This morning at suivise Irom the rool of iho Consulate I 
witnessed a stirring and moving spectacle. Out of the inornuig 
mist on (he far horizon appeared a great fleet of Italian transports 
steaming in double line ahead, convoyed by a division of battleships 
and cruisers and a flotilla of destroyers. The pall ol smoke from the 
19 transpeats and eight large worships hid the rising sun. The 
transport'fleet was marshalled m two divisions, one anrhortag 
oft the port, the other ofl the Western Buy. It was as I surmised , 
the authorities became anxious for the naval brigade after the night 
attack on the outposts* and Immediately despatched two swift ocean 
liners with five battalions as a measure of security in advance of the 
main force 

L 

1 understand that the ftot today brings a complete division 
With a cavalry brigade. It must also be bringing supplies, as up to 
the present 110 stores have been landed, which is curious when 
the local supplies arc practical!} wl, I therefore roughly calcu¬ 
late that there are 15,000 men, taking 13 battalions to a division, 
and 600 bayonets per battalion. This with the divisional troops of 
Artillery and Cavalry and the services should approximate the 
estimate. 

Immediately after the landing of the troops public notices were 
posted in prominent places pointing out that it was the Italian 
Government’s intention to observe all the religious prejudices of the 
populace and calling upon the Arabs to accept the new n&me iq the 
metidfy spirit in which it was proposed to apply it. Certainly there 


(From mr ’ Times” Corhespondkmt.) 

Vienna , October ij. 

Tijk constitution of a special 11 Association of Hatred" against 
Italy at Constantinople fur the purpose of organizing a strict anti- 
Italian boycott and to educate the younger generation to hate Italy, 
and the expulsion of Italian newspaper correspondents are interpreted 
here as signs that the Committee of Union and Progress »s gaining 
ground. The actual outbreak of the boycott at Salonika and 
Smyrna under the exalted auspices of the Hamalin-Chief; Kerim 
Ago, is grated in anti-Italian quarters here with malicious gatiiftc- 
1 on. The Zeit hastens to declare that just as Italian merchants 
sought to profit by the anti-Austrian boycott during the annexation 
crisis so Austrians will now be careful not to let slip this favourable 
r>ppoi tunity The Conservative Catholic Vaterland explains that 
Italians have not the slightest cause to be irritated by Turkish 
reprisals and claims that the Powers ought to see that the Itabut 

S roroise to restrict hostile operations to Tripoli is seriously kept 
ly paying attention to Italian vagaries, adds the VaUrlandJhm 
Powers would, perhaps, do more to circumscribe the conflict thad 
by premature advocacy of the conclusion of peace. 

The unreserved expression of anti-Italian sentiment In the 
Clerical as well as in the anti-Clencal camp ia attracting cons id e ra ble 
attention in Parliamentary circles. Yesterday's attack upon Count 
Aehrentha! in the Christian-Socialist Reichspast U followed today 
by a rejoinder in an important provincial organ, the IfygQspotL of 
Graz, m which the writer, apparently Dr. Fnqdjuog, taxes the Quia- 
tian-Socialist Party with inconrisfcncy, but suggests ti*t Count 
Aehrenthal will before long share the fltte of his poUesflUe 0 enerid ‘ 
Baron voh Schfinaich, whose dismissal from the Minis1# til War 
recently created some stir. Though political prophecy is not 
Dr. Friedjung’s strongest po&pt, it isaacm^aecIretdiMaoll^mp^ 
gonisra erisu between the polity Addped toward* ItalylyCuant 
Aehrenthal and the more militant attitude natanted Wfttaaral 
Conrad von Hoetwndorf, the Chief of the Get*re) TUP" 
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conclusion that because General Conrad is supposed to enjoy the 
favour of some exalted quartos the days of Count Aehrenthal as 
Foreign Minister are numbered is, however, too bold to commend 
itself entirely to impartial observers. The difficulty of Count Aehren- 
thal’s position is evident to all who are acquainted with the under¬ 
currents of Central European politics, and it has long been clear 
that, when he at length acquired the conviction that good relations 
with Italy are a primary condition of Austro-Hungarian freedom of 
action within the Tnple Alliance, he would incur the disfavour 
of those elements in the Alliance which regard any degree of 
Austro-Hungarian independence as a misfortune. At the present 
juncture these elements, which are powerful even in Austria- 
Hungary, are reinforced by sundry Clerical influences that are 
more Papist than the Pope, by a number of anti-Italian military 
scribes, and by the fanatical Jewish faction, which would regard 
any diversion in favour of the Committee of Union and Progress 
as a godsend. But it is a very open question whether this singular 
confluence of interests and aspirations will avail at the present 
critical juncture to unseat a Minister whose capacity for sitting 
tight is proverbial, and who has hitherto falsified by his retention 
-of office all statements thal Imperial confidence liad been with 
drawn Tram him. 

A telegram from Milan to the Ztit staling that die retired 
German Lieutenant von Lochow has been expelled Horn Tripoli 
for insulting the Italian Consul and for anti-Italian agitation among 
the Turks and Arabs attracts some notice here Lieutenant von 
Lochow is said to have obtained extensive rnncesMons of land in 
Tripoli from the Turkish Government, The interest of this 
announcement lies in the circumstance that recent Turkish con¬ 
cessions to a retired German officer are alleged to have been 
among the causts of the Italian decision to occupy Tripoli 
without further loss of time 


(From the " Timks ’ * aihrfskindeni ) 

Constantinople, October /f 

Mr. Stead, who is here on behalf of a number of friends of 
international peace, has l>een assured by the Grand Vizier and the 
Foreign Minister that both will do their utmost to support his* sugges¬ 
tion that Turkey, if her Appeals for the mediation of the Powers 
unhappily fail, should lay her case before The Hague Tribunal and 
, appeal to its arbitration. 

The Ottoman members of the Inter Pailiamcntuy Union 
* propose to visit the principal European capitals with the object of 
T obtaining pubi c and Parliamentary support 

j Salonika, October iS 

' I vocal newspapers all reproduce an article by Mr. Stead in the 

5 Taniti, The general effect has been greatly to encourage the Party 

\ in favour of war to the knife. It is supposed that Mr. Stead is a 
l personage of great distinction in England, and that his views are 
\ therefore likely to be shared by the majority of the British public. 
A boycott of nil Italians and of Italian goods was officially pro¬ 
claimed tu-day. 
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(From the “Tull'S" Lorres l’c-ndknt.) 

| Constantinople, Ot faher /5. 

| ll will be remembered that in consequence of the instructions 

( of the British Government the British officers, attached to the Otto¬ 
man Fleet were withdrawn almost immediately after the declaration 
war, though Germany Look no such steps in regard 10 German 
^officers attached to the Ottoman Army After the lapse ol a few 
f days the officers attached iu the dockyard and (he Halki Naval 
School were allowed to resume their duties Given the special 
condition* of the present war, there really seems no reasons why the 
combatant officers of the BriLish naval mission should not return to 
, their dudes at the Admiralty, provided, cf cou r w», tii^t they do not 
^teke part in actual hostilities. Should they be withdrawn, the 
Hgammcton of the Turkish Navy may quite conceivably be entrust- 
I td the officers of another Power. In the meantime, :hcy are 
gqite in the air, and are apparently, expected to live on it. The 
Irish Admiralty has stopped their pay, while they receive none 
1 the British Admiralty. 

(From the m Times 91 Correspondent.) 

Vienna, October 16, 

One consequence of the Turkish Speech from the Throne 
Juu been to disillusionize the preachers of premature peace. A 
pessimistic Note of semi-official origin informs the much milled 
Austrian public to-night that all idea of mediation must be aban¬ 
doned for the moment, since Italy demands the unconditional 
annexation of Tripoli, while Turkey cannot now accept negotiations 
00 such a basis. Even Baron MarschaH von Bieberstoin adds the 
fretifc*ho was laudably active on behalf of a compromise hut week, 
has now suspended his endeavo u rs. 

r Sober-minded and impartial diplomatists here fere of opinion that 
the.laudable .activity of the German Ambassador di Constantinople 
^ the pmutent aanounmnenu of an impending outbreak of 
police in the Gertfaan and Austrian financial Bless have tended to 
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protract the conflict and to complicate the situation by hiding from 
the Turks the reality of things. If clearness now prevails on this 
[point something has at least been gained. 

(From the 11 Times" Correspondent.) 

Vienna, October /& 

Vague rumours of the ini pending annexation of Egypt by 
England have been current in financial circles at Berlin since the 
beginning of the week. Last evening they appear to have crystal¬ 
lized into a positive announcement in a leading Stock Exchange and 
flnancial organ of Germany, the Berliner Tageblatt . This morning, 
as was to be expected, they were given prominence in the Meue 
Freie Prcsst which appended to a column of ponderous comment 
the following 11 telegram ” from London :—“ Your correspondent 
hears from a very distinguished financial source that Finland will 
proclaim the annexation ot Egypt on Monday r Possibly because 
the effect of the 11 annexation 11 story had been neutralized in advance 
by the Berlin rumours, the Vienna Stock Exchange remained 
comparatively indifferent to the operations of tbc Neue Frae Presse 
which nevertheless caused some stir among the public. Towards 
evening the categorical denials telegraphed from l^ondon tranquillized 
the timorous—but left unanswered the question why persons and 
journals intimately connected with the international flnancial world 
should constantly disseminate rumours, statements, and opinions 
calculated still further t:> undermine tottering international 
confidence 

To this question there is no entirely convincing answer, but 
some competent authorities incline to the belief that the annexation 
story, like Herr Harden’s decoration of the imminence of a Franco- 
German war and other apparently less dramatic announcements of 
secret Anglo-German negotiations for the reduction of naval 
armaments have one and all the object of destroying French “ nerve 11 
and of rendering France more amenable to the pressure of German 
banks and of the German Government, which desire that the French 
banks should at the end of October, as at the end of September, 
surreptitiously supply Llic wherewithal to save the GcrmAn Money 
Market and German industry fioni a crisis. lost month various 
French banks, including the Credit Lyonnais and the Banque de 
Pans ct do Pays Bas, arc understood to have supplied some 11 
million sterling of French savings to help the German bonks over 
the difficulties in which they have been involved by the aggressive 
policy of the German Government. M Caillaux, the French 
Premie-, who is said to have shut one eye to this oyieration in order 
not to impede the conclusion of the Morocco Agreement, has since 
been vigorously attacked in the French Press, and some doubt 
seems to be felt whether he can afford to be similarly complaisant a 
second lime. Hence in the opinion of some shrewd observers here 
the attempts to frighten French pub ic opinion by predictions of 
impending war and to foment in French minds distrust of England 
by assertions that while France is still struggling to reach a settlement 
wiLh Germany concerning Morocco England is secretly negotiating a 
special understanding with Germany and is preparing to pocket 
Kgypt. 

The aggravation of an international position already precarious 
by such manoeuvres is not only reprehensible in itself but short¬ 
sighted, inasmuch as it may drive credit-giving nations seriously to 
consider whether the claim of the cosmopolitan banking world that 
“ capital has no frontiers” is entirely founded and whether it Is 
politic to allow the savings and in the last resort the credit of a 
nation lo be at the disposal of uncontrolled mercenaries. 

(From the ‘Times” Correspondent.) 

Vienna , Oc tuber 19 ? 

The Austrian Press is gradually accustoming itself to the idea " 
expressed in my despatch of the nth instant that “when the occu- \ 
pation of the Tripolitan littoral is complete the world must be pre- * 
pared for an enunciation of Italian sovereignty ” over Tripoli and £ 
Cyrenaica. The various details of intended Italian procedure now < 
published here are more or less conjectural. Much will depend / 
upon the attitude assumed by Turkey when the Parliamentary; 
situation at Constantinople baa become clearer. Private despatches y 
from Rome hint that the Italian Government has already reason to! 
believe the veritable attitude of the Porte to be no longer entirely^ 
uncompromising, though its apparent bearing remains for obvious * 
reasons one of determined resistance, It is possible, however ,} 
that some show of pressure by the Puwers may be requisite in 1 
order to give Turkey a pretext for yielding to forte majeure. This 
solution naturally presupposes the avoidance of internal disturbances 
in Turkuy—a condition of which the fulfilment is by no means 
certain One powerful influence in favour of a comparatively * 
speedy settlement is the urgent need of Turkey for financial relief * 
sach as might be afforded by an Italian indemnity, and by fiscal ; 
concessions which the Powers might be prevailed upon to sanction. ■ 
But as one of the best living authorities on the Ottoman Empire 
recently remarked, 11 Turkey is a pre-cconomic country not to be 
judged by the standards of highly-organized European .States. 1 ’ 

While awaiting decisive developments, the Austro Hungarian 
Press reviews the situation, and shows a tendency to deprecate any 



KT' 

L* ' N 


--- ■■ > ■ > 1 — -- 


4 to 






The Comrad*. 


»:&•” T T"S a P?w^ 1 - ">*’To** 1 ^ ,tf ** 

* * ' ■ •jr-i-ty,.. /-v ■ ?,r r;-; 

/ s J- If'i' •* "4. _ ' t* 


HA 


1 Mteoiiun of Italian operationt to the /ftgean. The Clerico-Mili- 
tuy Reichspo&t Falls foul of Italy in a violent article, while the 
Pester LUfj t in an avowedly official utterance, concludes an ex¬ 
amination of the Balkan outlook by saying that the markedly anti¬ 
pacific tendencies which exist at Sofia, Athens, CeUigne, and Bel¬ 
grade are for the present held in check by the Bulgarian, Greek, 
Montenegrin, and Servian Governments, which, in their turn, are 
controlled by the pacific will of the Great lowers For the moment, 
adds the foster Lloyd } there is no reason to he pessimistic, but 
the situation may be aj(gravated if, in consequence of the Italo- 
Turkisli conflict, or of its geographical extension, the excitement 
and strain noticeable in the Balkan States should he increased. 

Italy's Resolve.* 

Iiai-v had evidently decided long before the news reached India 
to carry the war against 'Turkey beyond the limits of Tripoli as 
the Corriere d* Italia published the following statement a fortnight 
back - 

11 According to our information, the Powers have in a friendly 
way made known to Italy their desire to see the military operations 
against Italy quickly brought to an end, in order to avoid danger¬ 
ous economic results for European commerce in general with the 
Ottoman Empire Italy cannot accept any responsibility for the 
resistance of the Porte and for the tendency Turkey shows to enlarge 
I he area of hostilities. Accordingly, Italy has made known to the 
Powers her decision to free herself from her undertaking to limit 
the conflict to Tripoli And Cyrenaica, and is ready to meet in an 
energetic way the hesitating and insidious actions of Turkey." 

A Turkish official of Tripoli, who is a native of Baghdad, of 
the name of Tahseen Eflendi, arrived the other day in Alexandria 
from Tripoli via Malta, accompanied by his family. 

Questioned by a press representative about the present state of 
things in Tripoli he said that the Italian Vali lud ordered the Otto¬ 
man officials to leave the country immediately and offered them a ship 
to convey them to Malta. He was one of those who chose to leave 
Tor Syria. Speaking of the bombardment Tahseen Eflfendi said that 
it was impossible for the Turks to do more than they did. The sur¬ 
render was decided upon by a council cf war composed of the 
acting Vali, the Chief Officers and a large number of notables of 
the town Shortly after the evacuation of the town by the Turks a 
large number of Bedouins came in for pillage and they carried way 
&i much as they could of the inhabitants' property before the 
Italian bluejackets landed. Tahseen Eflendi also stated that the 
Turks have distributed about 30,000 rifles among those natives who 
asked for arms to fight. He also declares that an Italian warship 
wan sunk by the Tripoli forts before they surrendered and that 
another warship struck a rock in the harbour and was lost 

The Cairo Police authorities have prohibited the sale in the 
capital of the French newspapers, the fotii Parisian and the Petit 
Journal, for publishing some pictures and cartons representing the 
entry of the Italians into Tripoli in a way cak ulated to excite the 
mind of the nadvo population of Egypt. 

AarefBey El-Maidini, cx-Vali of Buiisoia now living 111 Cano, 
who is organising a body of Egyptian volunteer* Lo fight for ibe 
Turks in Tripoli, asked the Austrian Lloyd Navigation Company if 
they would allow one of their steamers to convey the company of 
volunteers to the Tripolitan coasts. According to the Akkhar, , which 
published the news, the Company refused the request and informed 
both the Austrian and the Egyptian Governments of the matter 

It is amusing to note that the latest Turkish boycott, directed 
against Italy for her seizure of Tripoli, is bringing much profit to the 
business-like Austrians, who were themselves boyeottea, by means 
of the famous white tarboush, when they laid hands upon Bovua and 
Henegoyina. Then it was the Italian merchants who gained, now 
the laugh will be with Austria,—always supposing that the present 
boycott reaches a serious stage. The first outbreak of the boy¬ 
cott at Salonika and Smyrna under the exalted auspices or the 
HamaMn-Chief, Kcnm Ago, nas greeted in Vienna with malicious 
satisfaction. The JBeist hastened to declare that just jus Italian 
merchants sought to profit by the anti-Austrian boycott during the 
annexation crisis so Austrians would now be careful not lo let slip 
this favourable opportunity, 

It seems Turkey has already taken precautions to prevent the 
Italians from landing in the islands of lira Ionian Archipelago. 
Recently four hundred soldiers fere sent by the Porte to Chios and 
one hundred And fifty to Monylene, with guns as it was known 
in Constantinople that Italy wjU commence operations in the Aegean 
Sea if Turkey does not recognse the occupation of Tripoli. 

A Havas agency message from Constantinople states that during 
a secret meeting of the Council, Said Pasha declared that compli¬ 
cation* were imminent in the Balkans, but Turkey was ready for all 
eventualities. Another message from the same source states that 
Turkey is credited with the intention of making a diversion to the 
wet, in order to give satidketion to the great mass of public opinion 
which has become over-excited. 


The Turkish Pariuvtcoc. 

(From the 11 Times" Correspondent) 

Constantinople, October 17. 

An Imperial lradeh was issued to-day sanctioning the provi¬ 
sional application, pending its adoption by the Chamber, of a law 
imposing a 100 per cent, ad valorem duty on all goods imported 
from Italy into Turkey since the declaration of war. The measure 
is likely to be popular with the war party, whose principal organ, 
the Tanin, to-day replies tc Mr W. T. Stead's suggestion that/ 
Turkey should appeal to The Hogue Tribunal, remarking ttmfc T 
European Powers which have given a tacit consent to Italian aggress 
sion are unlikely to lend that support to Turkey without which an* 
appeal to The Hogue would be doomed to failure so far as alb 
practical results ore concerned 'Die Juene Tun , which continues 
to express the hope that Turkey will take the place ul Italy as 14 a 
brilliant third n in the Triplice, adopts the same attitude os the 
Tonni. 

The leaders and representatives of the different Parliamentary 
parties held long meetings today at which the question of a vote 
or confidence was discussed. So far as is known, the Committee 
Bloc intends to reserve its decision until a further attempt is made,. 
tfteMbe dose of the secret Session, to arrive at an agreement with 
the Opposition leaders as to common action 

A combined meeting of the Opposition groups has discussed 
the possibility of arriving at an understanding during the present 
crisis with the Committee Party, but has decided to make Lhe 
acceptance by their opponents of certain conditions (such a> the 
formation of a non-Parliamentary Cabinet and the recognition of the 
Grand Vizier's right to form a Ministry in accordance with his own 
opinions) a sme qua non of their entering into any combination 
with the Bloc. 'There are some hopes that the Committee Party 
and the Opposition will eventually come to on at all events tem 
porary understanding on the basis of a Coalition Ministry. 

In the meantime the position of Said Pasha's Government is 
further weakened by the publication of the text of a memorial 
presented to the Speakrr by the Deputies from Tripoli and Gyre 
ntica. This document demands the impeachment of Hakki Pasha 
and his colleague* on the following nine counts 

(1) The diminution of the Tripoli garrison, by drafts to Yemen 
and by the reduction of the Cavalry, etc., to 5,000 men. 

(2) The delay in beginning the recruiting of the local Militia 
in consequence of which only 3,400 out of 16,000 have been’called 
out for training. 

(3) The failure to send a sufficient supply of magazine rifles, 
for the use of the Militia 

(4) The transfer of all officers of Tripolitan origm or acquaint 
ed with the Arabir language from Tripoli to other commands. 

(5) The failure to supply sufficient relief for the sufferers from 
the cunstanL famines which have driven 200,000 Arabs to emi¬ 
grate to Tunis and elsewhere 

(6) The appointment of officials ignorant of Arabic. 

(7) The 1 recall of the Commandant of the Tripoli Division, 
Ibrahim Pasha, and failure to appoint a successor to him or A locum 
tenons to the Civil Governor when on leave. 

(8) Ignorance of the Italian preparations for war 

(q) The failure to give any orders for the improvisation of 
local defance up tu the moment when war was declared. 

It appears that the Albanian Deputies are preparing a simil ar 
memorial dealing with the Malisson campaign and the events which 
led up to it. 

• Later. 

I hear on good authonty that the Committee of Opposition 
members of the Senate and Chamber will meet after Said Pasha's 
statement in the Chamber in order to discuss the possibility qT 
an entente. In addition to the conditions which have already keen 
mentioned, the Opposition demands the following guarantees 

(1) That the Sultan’s right to nominate the Grand Vizier 
be safeguarded. 

(2) That occult influences shall not be brought to bear on the 
Cabinet, and no Minister shall resign during the rece^ on account 
of such influences. 

(3) That the Cabinet shall follow a moderate but dignified 

foreign policy. 1 * 

Gvtstmdwpkt October 

Ii is believed that the question of confidence m the Government 
was not raised at today's debate, which was carried on within dosed 
doors, after Said Pasha had made his statement * 

- October 

In the Chamber this afternoon the Grand Vldteiwastatenteot 1 
of the Government's policy. IRe (fcastedthat 
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] would defend Ottoman rights St d costa, and added that in order 
i to lifeguard the interests of the country it was proposed to modify 
| the policy hitherto punned by Turkey and to seek alliances. Said 
9 ' Phsha continued, 

■■ 11 The first and foremost task of the Government will be to reach 

* a solution of the Tripoli affair such as we consider most favourable to 

the interests of this country. We will apply ourselves to strengthen- 
* ing our friendly relation with all the Powers, particularly the B al k a n 
States. We desire to maintain and strengthen our normal sin¬ 
cere relations with the ^ ltan States on a basis of mutual confi¬ 
dence and the reconciliation of our common interests. We have no 
aggressive intention, no ambitious designs against any country or any 
State. It is our most ardent desire, on the contrary, to respect the 
legiti mate rights of all countries, and to obtain respect for our own. 
By producing on the-one hand material proofs o' these dispositions 
and by securing, on the other hand, agreements beneficial to the rights 
and legitimate interests of our country, we have the consciousness of 
fulfilling the pacific duties which devolve upon the Ottoman Govern¬ 
ment Such is our programme. We shall pursue its execution 
integrally if you extend to us your confidence. 
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Speech from the Throne. 

Constantinople , October 14, 

Parliament was opened at half-past 2 o'clock this afternoon in 
the presence of a large and brilliant company, including the Sultan 
and toe Imperial Princes, who were in the Imperial box, the foreign 
Ambassadors, who occupied toe Diplomatic Gallery, all the Ministers 
in uniform, and the heads of the leading financial establishments. 

The Speech from the Throne was, as usual, read by the Giand 
Vizier, and, although U dealt for the most part with the Italian war 
and toe steps taken by the Government in Lhe direction of securing 
toe mediation of the Powers, it was of a rather uninteresting 
character, and threw no new light on the situation. 

It said that, while the Government was busy with the applica¬ 
tion of toe laws and was working fur the development of the country 
industrially, commercially, and educationally, and generally repairing 
the errors of the old regime, toe Italian Government had presented 
an ultimatum which attempted to justify its aggressive aims against 
Tripoli. Notwithstanding the pacific reply of the Forte, agreeing 
to discuss the Italian economic desiderata and requesting detailed 
Information with regard to these demands, the Italian Goverment 
had declared war, opening hostilities before the expiration of the 
1 24 hours mentioned in the ultimatum. The Italian warships, 
! violating international law, had opened fire without warning upon 
1 Turkish torpedo boats in the Adriatic, which, not being aware that 
ahoslilities had been begun, were saluting the Italian vessels at the 
time. 

4 In toe circumstances, the speech continued, it was necessary to 
Convoke Parliament before the appointed rime The Government 
had immediately appealed for toe mediation of the Powers in order to 
put an end to a war which wU3 so contrary to international law, 
equity, and the universal dt-ire for peace. The speech proceeded 

11 In awaiting the definite result of these steps the Government 
eobtinties to take the necessary measures to defend its rights and 
laminate interests. All civilised per-pies were surprised and stirred 
by the unexpected aasault of Italy, which paralysed toe pacific and pro- 
jroatut efforts of my Government. I ain convinced that the 
Government, as well as Parliament and the nation, wfll to the best of 
their power discharge the important duties entailed by the defence 
of our rights and interests. It is unnecessary to emphasize that 
j H union dwells toe greatest strength, which is essentia! to toe pro- 

n and grandeur of toe naiion and the defence of the Fatherland. 

toy most ardent desire to see ail Ottomans work towards the 
greatest development of fraternity and union, which are the chief 
factor* in' the prosperity and well-being of the country I note with 
•TOlh iMv*™ that toe relations with all Powers and the neighbouring 
States are as friendly and sincere as they have hitherto been. Funally 
1 will continue to follow the policy of avoiding offence to the rights 
Of others and of maintaining our own. 

The speech was received with profound silence, and there was 
no applause. 

The arrival and departure of the Sultan were witnessed by a 
crowd in toe street. 

The Chamber re-elected Ahmed Hire President by 8$ votes 
4g al mt 55 given in favour of the candidate of toe Opposition, 
Mahfr Bud, an Independent Deputy. The Chamber then adjourned 
till Monday. 

Idaithal Ahmed Mukhtar baa been appointed President of 
toe and gtierif AH Haidar* a former Minister of Evkaf 

v ipiousf^idatioi mk Vice-President At toe meeting today of toe 
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ever, to vote for the candidate of the Opposition for toe Vice- 
Presidency. The Opposition was unable to agree to toe proposal. 
The question of the Cabinet was subsequently discussed, the 
Opposition insisting that Kiamil Pasha should become Grand 
Vizier, while the Unionists were against the proposal, and suggested 
toe selection of a neutral person. Finally toe Opposition urged 
that toe forthcoming Parliamentary elections should be free from 
all influence by the Committee of Union and Progress, No 
decision ivas arrived at, but it is hoped that an understanding will 
be reached at the next meeting. 


Turkey seeking an Entente. 

The Grand Vizier, in the course of his speech in the Turkish 
Chamber on 19th October, in reply to Opposition criticism of the 
Cabinet, says Reuter, stated: 41 The Government has been accused 
of having knocked vainly at the doors of Europe I say, on 
the contrary, that it found all the doors open, and the results 
obtained have been favourable, as I will show latei. The 
Government has also been reproached for nut taking reprisals 
against Italians in Turkey. Our object has been purely in the best 
interests of the country. Remember that France had to pay a heavy 
indemnity for treating Germans in France m such a manner. Our 
object is twofold—to resist, but also to have recourse to diplomatic 
means. Ifpacific endeavours fail and Islam is endangered, naturally 
we will defend the Fatherland to the last drop of our blood 
(Cheers.) 

“ As regards external policy 1 am of opinion that every Power, 
no matter how strong, requires support. 1 am not a partisan of 
splendid isolation, but it is essential before concluding any entente 
to seek community of interests, otherwise the entente will even¬ 
tually turn to our disadvantage. The destinies of the country are 
in your hands. If you accord confidence I will endeavour to do my 
best to achieve the best results. Otherwise I am ready to band over 
power to more competent hands. A Deputy of the Opposition 
suggested an appeal to the Treaty of Pans but did the Treaty of 
Paris save Bosnia and Herzegovina. I am not in favour of the idea 
of ceding Tripoli in return for monetary compensation. Public 
opinion in Italy is hostile to Lhe Italian Government, but should we 
expel Italians this feeling would change. Nevertheless, the Govern¬ 
ment will do its duty. 

The Chamber adopted by 125 votes to 60 a motion proposed by 
ibe leader of the Unionist Party to the following effect. 14 Confident 
that the Government will effectively safeguard the Sovereign rights of 
the Sultan in Tripoli and the integrity of the Empire, toe Chamber 
expresses confidence. 


Italy and the Triple Alliance. 

(From the "Times" Correspondent.) 

Berlin, October JJ. 

There has been little ntws here of any importance regarding 
the war in the Mediterranean for several days [last, except the 
information as to the movements of the Italian expeditionary corps, 
which is a matter of common knowledge. Nothing further appears 
to be known as to the prospects of peace, and messages from Con¬ 
stantinople relating to the views of the Turkish Government and to 
the internal situation are too confused and contradictory to inspire 
much confidence. Attention has already been drawn to the efforts \ 
which have been observable of late to modify or counteract the f 
strong anti-Italian feeling which has been displayed by almost alb 
organs of German opinion since the presentation of the ultimatum tos 
Turkey. In this connection it is interesting to notice a long article * 
in the Frankfurter Zeitung l whose attacks upon Italy were perhaps* 
the most violent of all, in which reasons arc advanced against the 
contention that Italy has practically destroyed the Triple Alliance 
and \bat her two allies would be well advised in telling her plainly 
that they will have nothing more to do with her, and that they regard 
their connection with her as at on end even at the nsk of throwing 
her altogether into the arms of France and England. Indignation, i 
however, says the commercial organ, is a bad counsellor, and quiet 
reflection will be found to lead to a different conclusion. 1 

The journal then proceeds to recapitulate briefly the historical ' 
facts rotating to the origin of the Alliance and to the obligations 
which its members contracted towards each other. It points out 
that the separate members are entirely at liberty to make friendly 
agreements with other nations, as lias already on several occasions^ 
been done. 'Vhey are at liberty also to take action which does not- 
involve the catus foederis , but they do so, of course, at their otrrt 
risk, as Italy discovered to her cost when she embarked upon he* 
Abyssinian adventure. The journal continues ,— 

The case is somewhat different when the action of a member of 
the Alliance affects the interests of the other members. The freedom? 
of the separate members still remains unimpaired, but it is only just 
and in accordance with the spirit of the Alliance that in such case 
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t tbf member which contemplates action should give notice of its 
% iOttntkms to the allies whore interests a it involved and take counsel 
I whfa them. Austria failed to do this when she annexed Bosnia. 
| TnttWM an offpftce against the Triple Alliance, for the annexation 
$ might easily have caused a war in Which the Triple Attiaoce might 
t have been involved. In spite of this Germany supported her ally 
\ not so much as a sign of her approval^ because it lay in Germany's 
i own interest to prevent Austrians powen from being impaired. As 
[ regards the Italian expedition to Tripoli it cannot be maintained 
\ that it directly touches the interest* of the Triple Alliance. But 
i as an attack upon Turkey it has involved the danger of reopening 
’ the whole Eastern Question, with all its horrors 

(From the "Times h Correspondent.) 

Vienna, October rj. 

Sudden prominence has been given here to the question whether 
, Italy ouglu or ought not to be expelled from the Triple Alliance 
\ Raised by a contribution to the Berliner Tagblatt yesterday and 
l promptly adopted by that journal's Austrian counterpart, the Aleut 
) Pete Preset, it was discussed and minutely directed before a 
; crowded audience here last evening by Herr Maximilian Harden, 
of the ZuAunft. Prominent among the aurhenre were General von 
Auffenberg, the new Austro-Hungarian Minister for War, and a 
number of Austro-Hungarian officers While waiting for his words 
nf wisdom the public was able to study in the evening edition of the 
Zdt Hum marie.of despatches addressed from Vienna to sundry 
North German organs denouncing Count Aehrcnthars conciliatory 
policy towards Italy, and predicting that the Foreign Minister will 
share the fate of General von Auflcnbcrg's predecessor, General 
Baron von Schdnaich, whom Count Aehrenthal is taunted with 
having striven in vain to save 

The Austrian public, whose capacity for political criticism is 
limited* will probably take some time to perceive that the sudden 
raising of this question is a mantcuvre designed by heavy-minded 
psychologists in Berlin and elsewhere to save the face of Germany in 
Turkish eyes, and to render the Italian Government more ohsequious 
towards German wishes. In the latter respect the manumvre will 
fail, nay has already foiled, since the Italian Government is under¬ 
stood to have informed the Powers officially that the only acceptable 
basis of peace will be the complete annexation of Tripoli and the 
Cyrenaica by Italy, coupled perhaps with the eventual payment of a 
money indemnity to Turkey in case the cost of Italian operations be 
not needlessly increased by Ottoman resistance. Italy is not at 
present in a mood tn be bullied, and would doubtless find a prompt 
and pertinent answer to any official German intimation that her 
presence in the Triple Alliance is no longer desired Nor is Germany 
- the sole arbiter of the destinies of the llreibund. Austria-Hungary 
has also a word to stay, and unless radical changes occur would be 
likely to say it in favour of maintaining the Austro Italian Treaty 

* independently pf any view German) or Italy might take of the 
expediency of maintaining the ItaloGerman Treaty. From the 

; Italian standpoint at least many cogent reasons might be advanced 
' to prove that the ItaloGerman Alliance has lost its value. 

Herr Harden, to do him justice, made short work of the claim 
that between the Turkish friend and the Italian ally Germany should 
opt for the friend and that—on the lines of a suggestion winch he 
’ alleged to have been addressed by Mahmud Shevkel Pasha to Field- 
^ Marshal von dai Goltx for the benefit ui the highest quarters— 
Germany should encourage Turkey to force a passage through Egypt 
and succour Tripoli while German forces should deal a deadly thrust 
at the heart of the British Empire. This plan, said Herr Harden, 

£ is by no means impossible of execution. Its impossibility is moral, 
inasmuch as Germany cannot venture arm in arm with Turkey 
to throw down a challenge to the spirit of the soth century. 
Herr Harden added No self-ruspecltng Power ea»i to-day 
help to revetse the great world historical movement that b 

driving back Islam.There can be no question of 

; choosing between Italy Rnd Turkey. Islam is not only sterile^ 
H has done very little for humanity It is and remains a danger, 

* and I am of opinion that every province taken from Islam b 
?a province Conquered lor the community of European Stales.’* If the 

Triple Alliance wax to be renewed, continued Herr Harden, Italy 
would probably be ready to remain in it, though the circumstance 
t must be leckoned with tiuu Italy mtendpd to create an Empire of 
' her own—an intention tba f would compel her tp remain for the 
“ moment on the side of the Western Powers. The present success of 
jf two Latin peoples in Morocco and Tripoli would not be without 
j Consequences 

France no longer felt the same fear of war as in the past, and he 
was Convinced that a Vranco-Geiman war would ci»me in a compara¬ 
tively short time* But Austria-Hungary and Germany, co-operating 
i on the basis of their several interests, need not be apprehensive, and 

* might oven find means of givirig a new and productive substance to 
the Triple Alliance. At a moment of huge changes it was not 

. expetiieflt to pwwve mummies ond> prbfong unhealthyabsorb 
merely frmftw that more dangerous "CflBdittc a hsjqight arise. In 
any case, concluded Herr Harden, the two Central EurbpeariTowen 
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Whether Herr Harden spoke spaptanqpudy or as an interpretM 
of tendencies more powerful than his^Voice or pen, he may be left to \ 
bear the responsibility for proclaiming the imminence of a Franco-; 
German war and for expressing German views in regard to Islam- ' 
In one respect only can Us enunciations be endorsed and Com- ^ 
mended—in regard to the principle that for nations as for indhrMbab 
it b folly to work on artificial bases or to court suicide Tor fern of- 
death. 


Signor Giolitti on his Country’s Task, 

(From ihk "Times * 1 Correspondent.) 

Paris, Octtfar ?€. 

In reply to a communication from the Rome correspondent of 
Lbe Feht Journal the Italian Prime Minister writes that he realises 
11 the sympathy with which the Press and public opinion in tint 
great country, France, follow Italy in her conflict with Turkey.** 
Signor Giolitti continue.* *— 

I thank you all the more cordially that your act of courtesy r ‘ 
gives me a pleasing opportunity of telling the French through your - 
very widely circulated journal that the feelings of the Italians 1 
towards France are equally warm and fraternal. . . . It is a 
heavy task that we have undertaken in order to restove to its 
ancient destiny and its ancient prosperity that part of the African 
coast on which our soldiers have just disembarked. You know this- 
by experience in France, where for many a year you have devoted 
yourselves to a similar enterprise. But our people now feels that 
it b ripe for this mission of civilization, for which it will find a 
constant spur and encouragement in the memories of a past the 
traces of which have survived the lapse of time and have survived 
barbarism. These traces which we are encountering on our way 
bear witness to the sons of the greatness of their fathers. 


The Committee of Union and Progress. 

(From the 11 Times” Correspondent,) 

Salonika, October 16. 

Whatever fault be found with the policy of the Central Com¬ 
mittee, it has at least the ment of being perfectly straightforward 
and clear. War to the knife both commercial and military, no com¬ 
promise- Prominent members of the Committee make no secret 
of their dissatisfaction with the existing Cabinet, or, indeed, with 
any Cabinet other than one composed entirely of themselves, al¬ 
though unwilling or unable to suggest the actual names of those 
they would like to see in office. The mm mention of Kiamil 
Pasha's name seems invariably to arouse the utmost scorn. In 
Salonika the Committee means the majority, perhaps—certainly not 
all—of the officers of the Army and of the officials of State I 
have not yet been able to discover a single avowed supporter in any 
Other walk of life. 

The Jew's and crypto-Jews indignantly deny the connection with 
the Committee which has been attributed to them by the Euro pean 
Press. The Jews, in common with other subject races, warmly 
supported the Committee during the kiitial stages of the new rMw, 
blit hgve long since severed any connection with it The resigna¬ 
tion yesterday from the Committee of the Jewish Deputy for Sato' 
nika, Carasso Effendi, is said to be a parting of the hist link, Rod 
appears to give much satisfaction. The Committee, above all the 
Central Committee, b composed of Turks, and nothing but Turks, 
so my informants say. It is tair to add that the reaction agtinst the 
Committee seems unnecessarily and unwisely strong. Many era 
ready to condemn it, few are ready to suggest how, when, or where 
any political power b to be found to take its place. News from 
Conslantisiopie giving the result of the vote of confidence in the 
Government is most anxiously awaited here 
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Boycott of Italians. 

London, oth Octoier .—The swift approach of a mighty conflict • 

. between the East and the West ms prophesied by several (arid j 
speakers at a mass meeting of Orientals . at Hall on j 

Saturday afternoon. It was a picturesque and motley gathering oft 
Ambs and Egyptians, Turks and Persians. Hindus and Chinese} 
several hundred stroqg and many in their national autumn. Wink * 
it had been culled to utter a protest agudat Italy's aggreeive ub SS . 
towards Turkey, the meeting differed from previous flttherfaws of j 
tbe kind in that it was broadly Oriental, tether dies strictly Moslem. | 
Representatives of every creed were there, including eren i * , 
small Sprinkling of Coptic and Indian Christkds, ufhde bkMxceliaainr,; £ 
Mohammed Bey Farid, lewder of the Hatisnufiit partj^ ioEgyp^ j 




i 

i‘ 


'if 

I 1 *), ; 

t*' 4 " 


, -i i 1 M 
' A -- 

m 'U:#r 




SffeOHBUrtB • •••/.: • Hie Comrade. . 413 


' v ] presided sod sounded tbe fieri wring tioto of the coping coqflag- 
; redoa Turkey, be raid, is tedsy the only Oriental nation itin free 
. 1 { (torn tbe dutch of the white man's throttling finger* If the people 
• 4 of the East did not riisb to become for ever tbo litres of the people 

1 of the West, Turkey’s integrity end honour must be mmmved and 
\ the Saltan’s power upheld* The entire Oriental world should put 
j arid* ail tribal and religious differences and unite in ode great, irre- 
► ■ sistible movement to check the rapacious greed of the Western Powers. 

First a universal boycott of Italian goods should be organised 
10 be followed by a similar action against all Europe should Italy be 
permitted to continue her present unjlist war against the Turks. A 
still more powerful weapon lay in the hands of the Muhammadan 
peoples, he added, but this should be held in reserve until more 
peaceful methods had failed. 

Boycott Resolved Upon. 


The following resolutions were then adopted by acclamation, with 
prolonged demonstrations of enthusiasm ■— 

N lesolved—that this meeting of Orientals res'dm^ in England, 
sing various creeds, condemns the outrageous suction of Italy 
it the integrity of the Turkish Empire: and appeals to Great 
o and the other Great Powers to prevent such a violation of the 
pies of justice and humanity. 

lliat this meeting humbly appeals to his Imperial Majesty the 
4 j 8 ultau and Kh&liph to uphold the prestige of Islam and the dignity 
Jcf the East and in wishing success to the Turkish Arms, offers its 
"deepest sympathy and support. 

This meeting calls upon all Orientals to carry out n rigorous 
boycott of Italian goods, until the dispute is settled in a way honour¬ 
able to, and maintaining the integrity of the Sultan’s Empire. 


That the president be requested to forward copies of these 
resolutions to his Britannic Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Hts Highness the Grand Vmr, representatives nf the various * 
Powers at St James’s Court and the Press. 

f 1 During the meeting speeches were also made by Profesior J M. 
j \ Paraph, Professor Roof Hi, Professor M. Palha, Dr. H, K. Selim, Mr. 

' \ Ahmeil Abd-el-Ghaflkr, Dr Sathayc, Mr Dube, Mr. Azas Ah, and 
1 1 several Chinese, Indian and Persian students of high rank and lineage 
l i in their own countries. 


Egypt and the Crisis 


i 
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In a different hall in the same building the Egypt Committee 
also held a protest meeting, particular stress being laid upon the peril 
to Egyptian nationality involved in a conquest nf Trijioli by Italy 
One bpufcer called upon the Muhammadan community nut only in 
London but also in Egypt and in India, and wherever it exists in 
contact with British rule, to show its teeth in earnest, The All-Mos¬ 
lem League of India was invoked to declare that as a condition of 
loyalty to the British Crown, Turkey shall not bo dismembered. It 
should be presented as a test case by which to measure the value of 
British friendship. The Khedive was aho called upon to support the 
Sultan with the full complement of troops prescribed in his hr man 
as the Sultan's vassal and so save Egypt from the crushing burden 
of a defensive military competition with an unscrupulous European 
Power just across the border line. The following set of resolutions 
was unanimously adopted before adjournment: 

“ Resolved ‘—That this committee congratulates Mohammed 
Bey ftnd on having so nobly upheld the freedom and peace of 
Egypt, and heartily greets him on bis release from prison, and wel¬ 
comes him to England, 



11 That this committee protests against the occupation of 
Tripoli by the Italian Government as a dismemberment of the 
OttoRkan Empire and as a future danger to Egyptian independence, 
and as contrary to all international law and morality. 

u That this dbmmittee demands that Turkey be permitted, m 
accordance with the constitutional engagements of Egypt towards 
4 he Porte, to move her troops through Egypt to Tripoli, should she 
SO desire, and that Egypt should be prepared to send the necessary 
troops to help the Ottoman army should the Sultan require it. 

** That this committee, on the occasion of its first meeting after 
Affchi Pasha's death, desires to express its appreciation of the great 
patriotic week he did Cor Egypt in 188* and to send a message of 
sympathy to hie bereaved family in their present sorrow.”— 


The Pretest Position of Turkey. 

(From thk “ Times" Coimspondbnt.) 

Aril, October tf. 
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In contest with the great reserve which is manifested, not only 
nmSA quarters, but also by the Frericfa Press, with regard to the 
tNirand {he international situation, the /feme/ dr DfbaU% publishes 
^Tfemarkoble article m which it attributes the prtefent position of 
\ to the policy of Bitmarck and the lubtcquent attitude of 
} and her Austrian aBy. The Treaty of Parti of 30th March 




1856, guaranteed the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, and the;; 
European ooncert maintained its obligations ill this respect until \ 
French prestige was unpaired by the BtsHaarctdan hegemony, The 
French system, according to the Dibath via founded upon the 
principles of the independence of Turkey and the protection of the 
Christian races. The German system was devised with a view to the 
ultimate partition of the Ottoman Empire. It was Bismarck wire 
encouraged the expansion of Austria towards the East after her 
expulsion from Germany. The logical consequence of German polkgr 
is to this day the dismemberment of Turkey, and 11 when the German, 
Emperor or his Ministers claim to be the protectors of the Sultan it 
is not with the object of saving for him the wreck of his inheritance; 
they are really reserving that wreck for themselves under the guise of ^ 
conqicrisations in the day of the great realization.” jf 

The Dibats has always maintained that there is the closest con-. l '* 
nexion between the Moroccan and the Near Eastern questions in the] 
minds of German and Austrian statesmen. France, it asserts, has'* ' 
again and again been warned that French inactivity in the Near East, 
would be the price of French liberty of action in Morocco. The French ‘ 
Government may have hesitated for a time, but it eventually rejected 
this proposed bargain os being opposed to France’s true interests .' 
Thenceforth every time that France regained the slightest influence, 
in Constantinople, or seemed to be resuming her traditional Eastern, ~ 
policy, German pressure was applied to her in Morocco. “ Herr von , 
Kiderlen-Waechter and Baron Mar sc hall von Bieberstein doubtless 1 
allow Turkey to continue to exist but it » for them not for herself. < 

. . A closer consideration of the negotiations on railway conces¬ 
sions will establish instructive coincidences.” The socalled Young < 
Turk rigtme has noL delivered Turkey from her old errors, and a ) 
policy which has wavered between equitable treatment for all nation- 4 
alitics and the old spirit of Turkish domination has compromised 1 
the success of the revolution and the very existence of the Turkish 
Empire. Turkey is described as being once more confronted with ‘ 
the choice between “straightforward Ottomanism without arriire* 
pens fa ’* and the convergent onset of malcontents at home and ambi^ 
fous neighbours abroad 

Paris , October ifi. . 

The Journal tlt\ Debats continues its severe criticisms of! 
Turkish foreign and domestic policy under the new and ' 

hopes that the programme of Said Pasha as explained to the Turkish f 
Chamber yesterday will not remain a dead letter. Turkey is not { 
in a position to maintain the pretensions which were constantly in $ 
the mouths of the Young Turks. In her treatment both of the' 
Albanians and of the Arabs, in her attitude towards England on, 
the Euphrates, ard towards France in the Hinterland of Tunis,; 
Turkey, at the instigation of the Young Turku, was attempting to 
replace Islamism by a new variety of ,a Pinchbeck 11 Ottoman Imperi? 
alism. I'hat way disaster lies. The affair of Tripoli is only aq 
episode, and it now depends upon Turkish policy whether that uk. 
cident is to maik the arrest or merely a fresh stage of the dis-\ 
memberment of the Ottoman Empire. A domestic policy of' 
toleration and of union is now the only one which can secure the * 
continued existence of Turkey, and her foreign policy must be j 
characterized by greater modesty and straightforwardness if a con¬ 
flagration m the Balkans is to be avoided* 


Turkish Socialists. 

A great meeting of Socialists to the number of 4,000 was held \ 
lost week in Salonika. Vlakhoff Efiendi, a Bulgarian member pf \ 
ggliiauusoLfor Salonika, opened the proceedings by a speech in 
Turkish u For sriffig days,” said he, 11 we have been at war with \ 
Italy, which, under the pretext of humanity and civilisation, wishes 
to lay sawge hands upon a huge slice of our territory. It is not l 
the Italian people which has stirred up this war, it is the work of [ 
capitalists, financiers, diplomatists, and partisans of a 1 forward * * 
colonial policy who have incited Italy to commit this unexampled j 
act of piracy. Official Italy thought that as France was getting ; 
Morocco, Germany the Congo, Russia the north of Persia, and 1 
Austria Bosnia and Herzegovina, so she, Italy, also must have her < 
share of tbe cake Italy, however, has two accomplices, the Triple i 
Alliance and the Triple Entente, who are permitting her to perpe- » 
trate this monstrous crime. Nothing, then, is to be expected from * 
the so-called Great Powers. Germany, which we took for our friend, \ 
forsakes us, and the others laugh at our weakness. But the ’ 
Socialists of all the world are on our side. A meeting of Socialist# 
at Zurich, including many Italians, has condemned the base conduct , 
of Italy, while in Italy itself the Socialists and the workers of : 
Rome, Milan and Genoa have hurled in the face of the Government j 
the epithet 1 Robbers * 1 ” Four other speakers followed to much the \ 
same effect, speaking in Spanish (the language of the Jews of * 
Salonika), French, Greek and Bulgarian. Their words were t 
received with tremendous applause and thftdinging of the 11 Song of J 
Labour ” by the crowd. Telegrams of adhmpn were received from 
two Armenian societies, tbe Revolutionary' Ofeslmaktsutiun and tbe • 
Democratic Hitchhak. The meeting deapatched a telegram to the / 
Italian Socialist Party congratulatiiig it on its courageous action, and ? - 
another to the International Socialist Party at Brussels. 
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Letter to the Press. 

To the Editor of the “ Timm." 

Sir, —It cannot be to the advantage of the British Empire or 
to the cause of Jfeace to draw a veil over what is transpiring in the 
East as a consequence of the war that Italy is waging against Turkey. 
In this conviction I ask your permission to draw attention to two 
(acts of peculiar significance. 

^ The war is causing immense ferment throughout the Mussalman 
t world, and the resentment it has aroused has so far found expression 
in admirably restrained language. The nebs of the mass meetings 
i held in British India, South Africa, and elsewhere to protest against 
j the Italian action has not penetrated the'principal organs of public 
1 opinion in this country; nevertheless the fact remains that the ferment 
| and resentment are universal and deep. 

' The other fact is one of more sinister import—the Italians 

* appear bent on giving a religious turn to this singular war 

! A little while ago it was reported that the Pope had sent a 

* blessed rosary to be hung on the Italian Admiral's flagship as the 
1 harbinger of victory over I he Turks; and now the Apostolic Delegate 
j speaks in his message to his Holiness of the raising of the Cross of 

Christendom in Tripoli; whilst only a few days ago an Italian resi- 
ent in Jxrndon, lecturing to a fairly large audience, is reported to 
have urged the expulsion of the 'lurks from Europe and “their 
dispersal over the globe like the Jews." Similar hopes ami wishes 
have been expressed m other quarters 

j Now 1 venture to ask all those to whom Lhc interests of the 

5 British Empire are sacred beyond temporary opportunism or the 
1 demands of expediency, what is the prospect which these two facts 
| Open up } England has unquestionably the greatest stake m the main- 
{ tenance of pence in the Eastern world. She lias in her charge the 
4 welfare and progress of 400,000,000 of people, of whom fully one- 
J fourth are Mussalmans. As a British subject who has worked for 
\ many years past in strengthening the bonds of synqiathy between 
\ the East and West, I feel that it is of the utmost importance to 
' England, for the sake of her great trusteeship, to do all in her power 
* to bring Lhc one sided struggle to an early termination on an equitable 
) basis No onu suggests that she should go to war single-handed in 
defence of thu law of nations. But I am not singular in believing 
that the voice which has often spoken successfully against wrong 
doing and injustice con still make itself heard without resort to 
' force. 

I ain, Sir, yoms faithfully, 
AMEER ALL 

Reform Club, Pall Mall, S. W 

To the Editor of thk “Times." 

Sir,— The severe judgment expressed by the English Press on 
the present action of Italy has produced in our country a painful 
impression The Italian people are convinced that this judgment 
can only be the outcome of an imperfect appreciation of all the points 
at issue between Italy and Tuikey, and of the tact that our action 
has almost taken the English public by surprise We arc confident 
that the English Press will in all launess reconsider its judgment, 
not forgetting that both in the darkest and in the brightest hours of 
the South African War Italy was the only country in Europe which 
staunchly stood with her sympathy by England, fully understanding 
that the reasons of the war were the reasons of civilisation, the same 
is we hope is now our case. 

Dr. O. Malaoodl, 

Bowl, § Editor of the 7 'ribnna. 

To the Editor or the ‘Times” 

Sim^—I no in the Times of to-day that Or. Malagodi, the accom¬ 
plished editor of tho Tribune is distressed at tho attitude of 
the English Press towards the Italian adventure in Tripoli, Hut fir 
Malagodi must not be surprised tout the sudden descent of Italian 
warships on Turkish territory has produced an unpleasant impression 
in England aipong the staunchest friends of Ilaly. At the present 
moment our feelings are similar to the franm of mind of Dr. Malagodi 
himself at the time of the Transvaal War Speaking of that enter 

S rixft in his admirably-written book entitled 11 Imperialism*): Studii 
ngtesi,” dm editor of the Trthum says 

“ Questa guerre ha emttfadeto a tutti quegh ahi ideali di giustiria 
intomatlonale che ITughiJtem avere wntenum da prinupui del secolo 
bale nazione . ma pagio encore ha riwlato una str&ordinaria 
metamorfosi iieIJo spirito del patse/ 1 

I thmk that )>. Malagodi 1 * strictures on England’* action in 
South Africa ore somewhat severe, but they will help him to under¬ 
stand the attitude of many sections of the English public. Our 
traditional sympathies are wuh the great Italian people; we should 
not tike to see their policy dictated by what Dr. Malagodi described 
as “ il capitalism canquistatore.” That policy, according to the 
editor of the affirms that no nation has a perpetuu right to 

the territory it occUpiea-^not even if they are ancient nations 


possessing a venerable civilization. Many of Dr. Malagodi’* friend} 
in England would like to see him state the Italian case—we are an 
jealous as he is for the good name of Italy. 

I am; yours faithfully, 9 

W. D. MORRUOWr 

St. Marylebone Rectory, 38, Devonshire- Place, W. 

To the Editor of the m Times." 

Sir,— It is with considerable regret and disappointment that 
we have read the numerous unfriendly, and in some cases malicious^ 1 
comments on the present foreign policy of Italy in the British 
Press. One paper published an offensive article, sneering at 
Ilalran civilization coupled with the Camorra, and another talks . 

of “ this detestable outbreak of Chauvinism and brigandage." This % 

unfriendly attitude of the British Press has caused the greatest surprise J 

and pain to our Italian friends, who consider the English should be j[ 

the last people to be shocked at the acquisition of territory vi it g 

armis * J 

r> 

We refrain from comncnting on the political side or the matter, J 

as that is beyond our sphere ; but we would point out that coromer- \ 

cially our relations with Italy are likely to suffer considerably, as the jv 
feeling of soreness will take some time to wear off. Sentiment counts C 
for something even in business transactions; and at a time when f 
a new opening for trade is in prospect, it seems very undesirable '* 
that our traditional friendship for Italy should be diminished by j 
exaggerated and huslile criticisms of irresponsible and badly- 3 
informed writers in the British Press 

k 

The effect of any ill-feeling towards Great Britain on the part * 

of Italy will be to the benefit of our rivals, who are quite alive to the * 

importance which the development or Tripoli under the Italian flag 
will have for trade 

Tor the British Chamber o» Commerce for Italy, 

A. C. Campbell, Viet-Chairman. 

* * 

Genoa, 14th October 

To the Editor ok thk “Times.” 

Sir, —Will you allow me to express a very earnest hope that 
His Majesty’s Government will urge that of Italy to suspend military 
procedmgs, and refer their complaints against Turkey to The 
Hague Tribunal, or, at any rate, to arbitration ? Italy may be justly 
aggrieved, as to that I express no opinion Let us assume that 
this is so , that Turkey is in the wrong; still this does not justify 
Italy in disturbing the peace of the world, and making a sudden 
attack on a neighbour whom she believes she can despoil. 

Any strong State, wishing to rob or annex a weaker one, will : 
be able in future to quote this high-handed and deplorable action * 
on the part of Italy, which, in my judgment, will have thrown » 
back the cause of peace and progress at least 100 years, unless, $ 
indeed, neutral States now intervene to sLop bloodshed and insist | 
on arbitration | 

I am, your obedient servant, 4 

Avebury. v 

High Elms, Orpington, Kent. 


To the Editor of the “Times." 

Sir, —1 he letter in The Times of September 29 is the first I have- 
seen which will enable thopublk- to see in a measure the true value 
of the Italian claim to Tripoli. So few Europeans have been to 
Tripoli that much of the information in the papers is as little true a# 
the statement printed a few days ago to the effect that rhe character of 
the country was very similar to that of Afghanistan. I know the 
whole coast from Tripoli *|own to the Gulf of Bomhe and have 
spent several months between Benghazi and Derna. • The dissimilarity 
to Afghanistan is absolute. Along the whole distance from Tripoli 
to Derna runs a coastal plain a few miles in width, interrupted bsr| 
and there by spurs of the higher land which break down to the see. 
Behind this coastal plain the land rises sharply some a.ooo feet, el 
which height one finds an arid, rolling plateau covered with rock and 
bushes and here and there large extents of low scrub forest Thp 
plain is already fairly well cultivated, but only a very small portion of 
the plateau. Your correspondent seems to share the doubts, already 
expressed by Mr. Zangwill in the reports of the Jewish Teariktiuil 
Organization, whether much could be made of this qountty in aft 
agricultural way. The evidence of the classical authors, t ogeth e r 
with that of the ancient ruins; which are very numerous and of huger 
extent, is absolute proof that some s,ooo years ago'the land waft 
highly cultivated and supported a large population. It is tnte that wells 
and springs are few and far between nowadays, but* they are not eft 
rare as the Jewish investigators who went from De rnato Bengbari 
a few years ago would lead one to support* They did pot are, hr 
perhaps it is better to ray were not shows, several spvwgs, among 
them the biggest of all. Then, too, these write**, who arteit that, ttih 
country is incapable of supplying a Jam population qjpsftp id Efcf 
system of diHfering whKh i in 

Algeria, where there are rtatknif or the teaching it 1 
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• established by tbe United States Department of Agriculture. Other 
stations exist at Haifa and elsewhere in the Turkish dominions. 

It is unquestionable that these possibilities of future agricultural 
wealth have had great influence on Italian action m relation to Tripoli, 
and 1 have reason to think That the Banca di Roma has already 
reaped a rich and golden harvest. Certainly so long as these 
possibilities are recognized, no one can really believe that the 
disturbed state of a country 41 opposite " Italy has been the primal 
cause of the action which is now taking place. As for the desire, 
often expressed by Italian writers, to colonize Tripoli, one may well 
wonder whether the Italian pesant will find much temptation in 
leaving Italy and going to a land where he will have to struggle 
hard to win a living so long as the richer opportunities ot both 
Americas are open lo him. 

That the country is disturbed in a certain sense I have only too 
good reason to know ; but what I alfo know is that the disturbance is 
not due to Arab fanaticism or tn Turkish inability to govern the 
semi-wild population, but is in great measure the result of the character 
of the news sent from there to which your correspondent refers. 

I luuc travelled across a broad stretch of the country and spent 
several months there at various times During all this time I had no 
■ difficulties with the Arabs after they had once learned thaL the reports 
spread about us by interested parties were false. Furthermore, the 
Turkish authorities have always shown the most perfect willingness 
4to further my archeological investigations 


* Much could be said concerning the military difficulties which 

any Euiopean force will meet in Tripoli if the Turks resist them , 
but on this subject your military correspondents arc more fitted to 
instruct your readers than I am. One cannot help wondering, 
however if England has fully realized what might happen if one 
k party of the Triple Alliance gain control of the harbour of Tobruk, 

which is but a few miles from the Egyptian frontier and is the only 
natuial harbour on the coast between Tams and Alexandria. 


» !/ The reasons which Italy gives m the Reuter despatch to show 

If that she has suffered desperate w r rongs at the hands of the Turks 
Ji have been gieeted in Europe with the ridicule they deserve Among 
j I them she mentions that she has not been granted archaeological 
• concessions in Tripoli. This is, 1 believe, untrue. She was print 
cd but spring the right to excavate Tokra But, furthermore, why 
should any counliy grant these rights to Italy, who has consistently 
refused foi years past to allow pay foreigners to excavate on her 
territory ? Really they make one smile. Another reason adduced 
I in the Italian case is that a young woman, the daughter of oi< Italian 
I workman at Adana, was raped and then mairied to a Muhammadan 
I Disregarding the character of the town of Adana and the type of 
r workmen who are probably there, everyone knows that cases of this 
* sort are very often capaWe of other explanation limn the exciting one 
' which ’I ms the purpose of the Yellow Press. No one who knows 
/ the eastern shores Of the Mediterranean and Tuly, where it is not un- 
.• heard of for hlackvnail to be sought on the plea of outraged innocence, 

1 till Lciitve that the honour anu safety due to women has been 

\ tcnoifrly endangered by the assumed unw.llingness of this woniar 
in Adana to marry her Muhammadan husband 

gh Among the other grievances brought forth by Itlay is the murder 
j|of Father Gmtiao at Derna. Put m this bald manner it sounds a 
ffl justifiable liaise of complaint; hut when I was at Derna I heard from 
§ many different touiccs that the real explanation of the afiair was to 
* p* be found in that elusive femme who >o often has to be thtrehie. 

( No, Sir, let tbe Italians grab Tripoli if they are able \ but lei 
their, at least cease to steal the laurels or Gilbert and Sullivan by 
sufch Hats of grievances as those now put before us. 

Respectfully yours, 

Richard Norton 

i/hr/rtor a/ the Amirtatn Rxcavolw*stat Cyeene )■ 



Corn as Contraband. 

{From the u Times ” Con rksfon dent ) 

St. Petersburg^ October ij. 

Rtrsso-Ttmkisa differences as to whether wheat should be 
contraband do not appeal to have been removed by the reply 
received from Constantinople Turkey agrees to apply the Declara¬ 
tion of London to general cargoes passing through the Dardanelles 
without the reservations stipulated by Russia. The Nwoe Vremyd 
urges the advisability of insuring purely and simply that wheat 
eMail not be treated as contraband by Turkey It points out that 
tbe D^Uradpn of London applies to cargoes on tbe high seas, 
and therefore does not apply to cargoes in the Dardanelles. 

• Another Ministerial conference has been held here to decide 
Hpoh the measures to be taken in case Turkey places impediments 
in the way of Russian trade. 

Kokovtsoff is going early nfexf week to Li 
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6t. Peter*burgh % October u. 

In view of the fears aroused by the war among those interested 
in the free export of Russian com the Russian Ambassador in 
Constantinople received instructions to point out to the Porte the 
importance of this question for Russia. The Porte replied that 
it intended to act accurding to the Declaration of London of 1909, 
The non-receipt of a definite answer prompted the Russian Govern¬ 
ment to instruct the Ambassador to make the following communi¬ 
cation in writing to the Ottoman Government 

The Imperial Government, basing itself on the Declaration 
of Pans of 1856 and on Articles 24 and 33 of the Declaration of 
London, considers that cargoes of Russian com are subject neither 
to arrest nor to confiscation, when addressed from Russian porta 
on the Black-Sea to Italian or other ports, so long os such cargoes 
Are not destined for the Italian field forces or for Italian official 
consignees Any attempt to arrest or confiscate the abovemen- 
tioned cargoes the Russian Government will regard as a violation 
of the rights of Russia, and the Government gives warning of 
the heavy responsibility which the Turkish Government would 
incur in such circumstances — (Reuter.) 


The Turkish Government and Contraband. 

The 41 Times " October //. 

The announcement that Turkey had declared grain coming 
from ports in the Black Sea to be contraband of war has naturally 
caused consternation and alRrm at the Baltic and in shipping circles. 
Yet 111 its first, form the announcement was manifestly incredible. 
To declare grain contraband, 14 irrespective of destination,” is lo 
declare that which is nonsensical. Destination is of the essence of 
contraband It must be either on its way to a belligerent port, or, if 
the principle ot continuous voyage is admitted, to an ultimate belli¬ 
gerent destination , or, if the point is to be determined by the 
Declaration of London—which, rhough not ratified, may be viewed 
ns expressing general opinion upon the subject—when the cargo 
of grain in question comes within Articles 33 and 34 of that 
Declaration Under those provisions foodstuffs may be captured if 
destined for the use of the armed forces of a Government depart¬ 
ment of the cri'miy Stale. A presumption of a hostile destination 
exists it the goods are consigned to enemy authorities, or to a con¬ 
tractor established in the enemy country who, as a matter of common 
knowledge, supplies articles of this kind to the enemy Many 
cntiwS of that document thought that our Government went too 
in assenting to those articles as being impolitic from the point or 
view of England, largely dependent upon foreign supplies, and os 
departing from the doctrine on the subject sanctioned by Lord 
Stowcll ard other English and American Judges. Certainly no 
belligcrenl in modern times has suggested that foodstuffs might be 
declared contrabiqjd on the mere off-chance that they might find their 
way to a belligerent or his subjects 

The model n example of u wide extension of contraband, much 
referred to 111 the discussion of Article* 33 and 34, was the action of 
Frame, which, in February 1885, declared that all rice destined for 
Canton and Chinese ports to the north was to bo treated as contra¬ 
band Lord Granville, then Foreign Secretary, promptly protested 
against this declaration. The French Government, through M. 
Jules Ferry, .sought to show that special circumstances existed war¬ 
ranting exceptional measures, one being the fact that some of the 
shipments of net destined for Chinese ports were of the nature of 
tribute to the Government Lord Granville persisted in his objec¬ 
tions, and intimated that England would not be bound by the 
decision of a Pri/.u Comt which maintained a doctrine so much 
opposed 10 nurs Doubtless to-day we should treat in like manner 
any similar extravagant contention. Turkey has rights over her own 
jimtfi, with due respect always lo the rights of neutrals, but she has 
n.inu over vessels coming trom Odessa other than that of stopping 
and seizing contraband, as generally recognized The later reports 
*re to the effect that Turkey has agreed to the free passage through 
the Dardanelles of grain-laden vessels. The majority of these are, no 
doubt, English owned and sailing to a home poit, the English groin 
trade being by far the largest, and as such they will go free Of course, j 
if it appears that they are conveying groin for the use of the Italian^ 
expeditionary force or fleet they run the risk of being captured andfc 
condemned. Little Is known as to the Turkish Prize Courts, or, indeed, ■ 
whether any real provision has been made for their working. But 
shipowners who engage in such a business cannot count upon indul- ’ 
genre. Turkey wax a party to the Declaration of Paris ; that is, to 
the acceptance of the principle that " the neutral flag covers enemy's* 
goods with the exception of contraband ot war,” and 41 that neutral 
goods, with the exception of contraband of war, are not liable to 
capture under enemy's flag.” Accordingly, grain shipped on board 
English vessels, though belonging to Italian consignees, would be 
exempt, unless its destination rendered it contraband; and such also 
should be the position of neutrals' goods or property carried by an 
Italian or Turkish vessel. The Turks are reported to have seized 
Italian merchant vessels, and the Italian Government threatens to 
retaliate by seising Turkish, Article sn of the Italian Maritime 
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Code abolishes capture of private property at sea, but subject always 
to the condition of reciprocity, flie same policy is followed as to 
privateering, which is abolished by Article 208, but subject also to 
the ngbt of authorizing it by way of reprisals. In recent wars the 
conduct of. nations in this respect has varied much. The Japanese 
and Russians freely exercised this right against each other. On the 
other hand, m the war between Austria and Italy in 1866 exemption 
from capture was agreed upon and observed. Prohably the two 
present belligerents will be guided by the extent of their interest in a 
matter which concerns them much less than nations with large sea¬ 
borne commerce. 

As to one point neutrals have good ^roimds for remonstrance 
Hie extinction of lights by the belligerent on their littoral territory 
along the Mediterranean and Red Sea is an act of great gravity, ard, 
it would seem, not justified by the necessities of warfare Those 
Stales inay be within their rights in withdrawing these safeguards of 
navigation. But the inconvenience and possible danger to neutral 
commerce must far outweigh advantages likely to Tie derived by the 
belligerents from these measures, and we hope that both will agree to 
aliandon them. It may, of course, be necessary that united pressure 
, be brought by neutrals generally with a view to put an end to 
*■ measures which inny result in great loss of life among those who have 
i no part in the contest In any future conference as to bellige rent 
and neutral rights it might be well to lay down rules, lar clearer than 
any now existing, as to the conditions of interference with Lhe great 
international services, of which not the least arc shipping lights 

l*tivaLe advices were yesterday re< eived in the city that grain 
laden steamers had actually left the Danube and had passed through 
the Dardanelles : this Tact, coupled with the report given above at 
once restored confidence, and chartering on the Baltic Shipping 
Exchange proceeded as briskly as at the end of lAst week, before the 
check was administered by the disturbing news from South Russia. 

Now that the danger is removed there is to be found among 
■hipping firms an under current of sympathy with Turkey in her 
attempt to describe grain shipped to whatever port as contraband 
Italy annually takes large quantities of gram from South Russia, and 
it is pointed out that there is no insurmountable obstacle in the way 
of arranging for steamers bound from the Black Sea to Gibraltar for 
orders to proceed thence to Genoa—a distance 01 only 850 miles 
It is even asserted that such a double voyage lias just been completed 
and will again be attempted in the very near future Turkish officials, 
it is suggested, are alive to the possibilities of this tiade, and, there 
fore, would have been glad to pievent supplies from leaving the Black 
Sea for Italy in the only effective (way—that of stopping all vcsstls, 
under whatever charter, at the Dardanelles. Such general prohibition 
apparently proved beyond the strength or Turkey, and now miicc she 
is powerless in the Mediterranean Sea she must leave the gateway 
Open fur I Laly to supply herself if she choose;, with the aasuninre of 
neutral owners. 


Turkish List of Contraband. 

Thk following was issued by the British Foreign Office .— 

His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople ha& now received 
officially from the Porte a list of articles declared to be contraband. 
The list comprises the articles enumerated in Articles 22 and 24 of 
the Declaration of fxjndon (Parliamentsrj Paper, 11 Miscellaneous 
No. 4 [1909]”), with the addition of Iren bats, presumably rivets of 

S inch ur ft inch diameter. The Porte hate also informed his Excel- 
scy that cargoes of grain from Block Sea ports, earned ill neutral 
vessels to neutral ports, will be allowed to pats Such cargoes 
consigned to Italian ports will also be allowed to pass, provided they 
are not destined for It)haft forces or administration Such destination 
wiUf however, be presumed if such cargoes are addressed to Italian 
authorities or to merchants known to supply Italian Government, or 
when they are destined for following fortified placesSpeiia, Civita 
Vecchta, Naples, Taranto, Bari, Brindisi, Ancona, Castellaniare-di- 
Stabia, Catania, and Syracuse. 

This arrangement will only bold good provided British Consulate 
General at Constantinople gives written declaration to Turkish 
port authorities that the destination of cargoes does not come under 
any of the abovementioued headings. 


Why Italy Wants Tripoli I 

Thk Rome correspondent of the iJatlv Jixpms wrote an 
3rd October —An Italian talking with a Turkish official, a young 
Turk in high authority, a certain Djemal Bey, was told the following 
story to explain why Tut key would not spend money on Tripoli:— 
14 God made a journey to earth. He arrived in one country and 
asked, ’Where am I?’ 'In England/ and God admired the 
land. Then He passed to another country and again asked 
where He was. 'In France, 1 was the reply. 'How beautiful 
it w/ said God, and passed on. Finally he came to a country, 
and as He put his foot on the land .He said, 'Ah I this country 
I know! It is Turkey! I know it without asking for it is 


exactly the same as when 1 made hi* Two thousand years 
ago a great Roman, Cato, returning from Tripoli, appeared before 
the Senate with his toga full of figs, bananas, and other fruit 
" Here, see my friends the country that produces this fruit is only 
two days, from Sicily.” But Tripoli of tb-day is not the Tripoli of 
Cato. For centuries it was a decadent hind, and probably today 
it is more flourishing than it has been for a thousand years. 
Napoleon I,, when he took Lombardy from Sardinia, generously 
offend the pirate-infested coast of Barbary in exchange Bismarck, * 
Napoleon III., and Palmerston almost begged the Italians to take it 
Bui Italian statesmen were too nervous. Cnspi refused, and in 
connection with the proposal uttered the famous phrase, " My name j 
is To morrow.” Every Foreign Minister after Crispi relustd, includ¬ 
ing Canevaro, Visconti-Vcnosta, Prmetti, Titioni, Guicciardini, and 
even on 2nd December 1910, the present Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
the Marquis di San Giuliano, declared " Italy wishes that Tripoli . 
■hall remain Turkish.” But private people and big moneyed ; 
interests were at work to accomplish vihat the Government had j 
failed to do. The Ilanca di Roma, winch, as is well known, is" 
a powerful Vatican financial concern, stepjicd into the breach, and 
it is safe to say Lhat four-fifths of the trade of Tripoli is now 
controlled by that hank The peaceful penetration accomplished 
in lhe past few years by this bank lias been greatly aided by the 
Franciscan and Capuchin monks, who, by the establishment of 
schools, lycees, and dispensaries, have given a position to Italy 
in second 'Tripoli only to the native Arab element—a titling 
pretex for a military occupation. But Italy desire^ the pro¬ 
vinces for what still may be done, especially in the vilayet 
of Cyrenaica, which is supposed to have been the mythical 
garden ol the llesperidcs The resources ol Cyrenaica 
are unlimited if properly developed. The richness of the flora 
is fantastic Besides every plant and tree that grows in Europe 
there are vines, olive tree*?, and date palms In the days of 
the Romans the palm o.l of Cyrenaica was famous, but to-day 
the inhabitants have forgotten bow to extract it And besides this 
wealth produced above ground there are mine-) of sulphur, phos¬ 
phates, precious minerals, including diamonds. The native salt 
monopoly, badly worked as it is, yields a revenue of .£40,000 
a year to the Government Camels are the only animals useful 
and numerous in the province of 'Tripoli, but in Cyienaica one 
of the principal sources of wealth is in the export of cattle and 
sheep. 'These are the reasons why a camarilla in Rome and 
Sicily have decided that Tripoli shall become Italian Their 
endeavours to obtain coveted wealth by pacific means were checked 
hy the obstinacy of the Turkish Government The B&nca di 
Roma wished to buy a quarry After months and months uf 
treating just when the contract was to be signed th? Vali sent 
a notice to say that the quairy was in the military song and 
therefore could not be sold. The same Vali refined to 
allow the bank to trade as a bank, and placed police At the 
doors. But the Arabs, wishing to escape the 120 per cent, 
charged h> the local usurers entered by & side door. When 
the bank wished to buy a house from another Italian it was 
necessary to obtain the signature of the chief pnest. He bad made 
a pilgrimage to Mecca and returned several months afterwards, and 
the document was placed in front of him. " Yes/’ he said, " it is 
true that fifteen years ago I signed the document by which Arhid 
Ijought the ground, but I remember very well that fifteen years 
ago on that day 1 was exceedingly drunk ” When the present Vali 
was sent from Constantinople to succeed Usui Pasha, he called his 
council together and addressed them thus ■ 11 The Government of 
weakness is finished. Agreements with Italians will 1 n longer be 
permitted. ’’ 

The European Press. 

(From the “Tim^” CoRKKOPoanawT.) 

B&tph 

Thk appearance of the Italian ultimatum, the presentation of, 
which was denied by the semi-official telegraph agency even in (pit 
night's Col%nc Gnsette^ has naturally come as somewhat of a dfock ; 
to lhe German public after the reiterated assurances given in ' 
• k well-informed ” quarters that no decisive step was to be expected 
until next week. The inaccuracy of the information supplied 
from official sources is in consequence commented upon to-day 
with considerable seventy. Opinions are divided aa H to whether 
these misleading statements were due to the Government's defat 
to conceal the facts as long as possible or to simple ignorance. ‘ 
Hie Aif accepting the latter hypothesis recalls the/ fact that on 
the very day when die Japanese torpedp-boats delivered their 
attack upon the Russiaa < Fleet at Jtafl Arthur tbfAW* GmM* 
Gaacttt issued a statement to the effect that the if' ^ 
of peace had never been more certain. r TBp Lfikaianse* 
has been the vehicle of most of these toothing 
falsified by the event, teddy admits their erroneous 
adds that all the other Cabinets of Suiope worn t 
rate up to the last moment, as completely in the 
the intentions of the Haifa Government W fa 
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Foreign Office and were, therefore, u completely surprised by the 
u l t imatu m as was the case tn Berlin. Wjth regard to the step 
ittalf- thft opinions expressed to-day are without exception very 
? 5 fcSS*SjS» dlllloagli a mffisage from Rome speaks of a German 
aearofncW telegram published there in terms which would lead 
one to suppose that the despatch in question, the contents of which 
are not further specified, had produced a highly gratifying impression 
j in the Italian capital. Commenting upon this the Lokalanzeiger 
f says that the opinion appears to prevail in Italy that her campaign 
t of conquest is one that can command approval in Europe, which, 
.. is, however, by no means the case. As regards the motives put 
' forward in the ultimatum to justify Italy's action it is declared 
jf to be by no means surprising that they ore not of a particularly 
' convincing nature inasmuch as the task of throwing a cloak of 
, decency over such an unusual metHbd of procedure is naturally 
one of considerable difficulty. The language employed by the 
Frankfurter Zeitung is much more emphatic The Italian Gov 
eminent, says the German commercial organ, cannot itself believe 
that anybody is likely to accept the arguments set forth in its ulti¬ 
matum as any sort of justification for the forcible seizure of a Turkish 
province. Its policy cannot be otherwise described than as a naked 
t application of the doctrine that might is right. It is true that this 

! doctrine has often been applied before, but not without the present¬ 
ation of some alternative which would allow the country attacked 
to escape the necessity of sheer despoliation or destruction. The 
journal continues 

•, “So far as wc are aware this is the first instance in modem 
; times when one great State has precluded another from any such 
' means of escape It is an open campaign of robbery upon 
* which Italy has entered an act of violence in time of peace against 
( which all civilized Europe, quite apart from the question of 
‘ political views and interests, must with one voice protest." 

Although it appears to be felt that even at the cost of the 
grievous blow to their national pride which would be indicted on die 
Turks by submission to Italy's hard terms they would, nevertheless, 
be acting in their own best interests by yielding, it is fully recognized 
that such a humiliation may be regarded in Constantinople as un¬ 
endurable A Berlin message to the Cologne Gazette this evening, 
indeed, says categorically that 11 war is inevitable ” Grave tear* are 
expressed that should this prove to be the case the Note of the 
Italian Government to its Diplomatic and Consular representatives 
; in the Balkan Peninsula will have very little effect and that all tire 
‘ admonitions of the Powers may prove unavailing to induce the 
various discontented elements in the Peninsula to keep the peace 
? Injbe Pan-German Press it still continues lo be asserted lhaj; it is 
^ England wfiVlus chiefly encouraged Italy in Her present course. 
rThe articles in the English Press and especially in 7 he Times, 
rwarning Italy against tht perils which her action involves for herself 
^and for the peace of Europe, are denounced as transparent nypocrisy 
{England having gained her object, can, of course, well afford to 
Jpreach moderation, but in Geimany such tactics will deceive no one. 

" Vienna, 

The outstanding feaiuie of the situation as viewed from Vienna 

I n the remarkably moderate language of toe Austro-Hungarian 
Foreign Office P-ess. While the Fiemdenblatt diligently avoids all 
discussion of the merits of the conflict, recognized exponents of 
official opinion, like the Neues Wiener Tagblatt and the Pester 
Lfafd, wish Italy every success and express only the hope that 
despite the gravity of the situation a costly arm bloody struggle may 
be prevented The Pester IJoyd, moreover, explains that if the 
Vouqg Turks now find themselves in a sorry situation they them- 
shrei rue largely to blame. Their Chauvinistic stubbornness in 
rejecting the advice of Austria-Hungary and Germany that Turkey 
should conclude an economic agreement with Italy concerning 
Tripoli, not only increased the internal difficulties of 'he Ottoman 
Empire, but precluded fruitful mediation until it was too kata. Italy, 
who is defending a vital interest, has, continues the Pester Lloyd, 
toygHy informed the Powers of her intentions, and the Powers will 
pmCo uo obstacle in her way. Notwithstanding their lively and 
% active sympathy for Turkey, Austria-Hungary and Germany will 
Ikaow what their duty is towards their ally. 

| Even more striking and certainly less discreet than the language 
g of these organs is an utterance of the Conservative Catholic Vater- 
I land, which represents the tendencies of influential and sometimes 
of exalted circles. The opening of the Tripolitan question, it 
writes^ will undoubtedly mark the beginning of the end of Young 
Turkish rule. The moment Turkey becomes engaged in war with 
a. Great Power the Near Eastern question as a whole is raised and 
Emope is face to face with the most difficult of all political problems. 
Unhws all signs are misleading the liquidation of European Turkey 
is at bead—a situation that imposes a serious and significant task 
upon file AustrO-Hunganart monarchy. Never has there been 
mo it favourable opportunity for Austria-Hungary to repair past 
tistakes. It is natural that in the question of Tripoli Austria* 
Sides with Italy. We, adds the Vaterlanrf, have shown 
more friendship during recent yean than %ad good for our 
In the Balkans slid have . gained wAmg politically or 
We believe it to be expedient that dll our future steps 
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in the Balkan question should be taken in close understanding with 
Bulgaria. King Ferdinand now holds the key to the Balkans and has 
often proved his ability cleverly to turn given situations to account. 
We, concludes the Conservative organ, have always opposed the policy 
of a close alliance with the Young Turks and are to-day entitled to 
demand an adoption of the line of conduct so emphatically inaugurated 
by Italy in regard to Turkey The Neue Freie Presse and other 
journals which represent German and German-Jewish rather than 
Austro-Hungarian views adopt a more critical standpoint and conde- 
man Italian action in varying degrees of severity. The Zett is frank¬ 
est in its censure, and declares that the Italian admonition to the 
Balkan States cannot efface the example set by Italy in removing 
morality and respect of right from International intercourse. Italy 
has given the signal for the partition ol Turkey, odds the Zett, and 
it will not be her merit if the evil spirits she has summoned are kept 
in check for a while by the diplomacy of the Great Powers. 

These extracts from published comment indicate sufficiently 
I he tendienccs noticeable here. In Austria there is little public 
opinion apart from the Press, and in regard to foreign politics little 
disposition to dissent from views semiofficially put forward. 
Among public men and politicians competent to form individual 
judgments the standpoint is naturally adopted that the forcible 
occupation of Tripoli is a breach of International law almost 
uprecedented in modern European history, but by those best 
acquainted with the nrcumstances it is argued that the vexatious 
conduct of Turkey has gradually exasperated Italian public opinion 
to a point at which ordinary ethical considerations disappear. The 
determination of Italy to acquire control, if not direct possession, 
of Tripoli has, they claim, been the settled basis of Italian 
aspirations since France occupied Tunis in 1881. Signor Crispi 
began the diplomatic formulation of Italian desires, and obtained 
as early as 1893 from the German explorer Rholfs a detailed 
report upon the condition of the country. Turkey, and especially 
the Young Turkish rlgxme, has pertinaciously ignored Italian 
applications for economic and commercial advantages not only in 
Tripoli but throughout the Ottoman Empire and has displayed 10 
erroneous a conception of the military and economic strength of 
Italy as to wound Italian national sentiment to the quick. Hence, 
say these Austrian apologists of Italian action, the determination 
of Italy to attain her object by all means and at all costs on the 
first propitious occasion. 

The Vienna Stock Exchange remained much firmer than 
was anticipated, chiefly on account of declarations made by the 
representative of the. Credit Anstalt and by the Government Com¬ 
missioner that everything is being done to localize the Turco-Italian 
conflict, and that Austro-Hungarian interests are not likely to be 
directly affected by it The market had closed befuie the disturbing 
influence of rumours concerning Turkish military preparations against 
Greece could be felt. These rumours, which were disseminated by 
the evening edition of the Neue Freie Presse and repeated on the 
strength of Greek announcements in an official telegram from 
Constantinople, have attreeled earnest attention. 

Later, the official announcement by the Stefam Agency that a 
state of war now exists between Italy and Turkey puts an end to 
the misleading reassuring statements issued in Pans and Berlin. 
News of ItaliAii action is awaited with anxious interest 

Paris, 

The official news that Turkey will not offer any opposition to 
the disembarcation of Italian troops in Tripoli and that the Italian 
Charge d'Affaires in Rome has made an intimation to this effect to 
the Marquis di San Giuliano does not suffice to reassure Paris opinion 
as 10 the sequel of the contemplated occupation. It is feared that 
popular indignation in Constantinople will be turned against Hakln 
Pasha's Cabinet, and that it will also find vent in attacks upon Italian 
residents, or ultimately even in a warlike policy in the Balkans. As 
the Journal des Debats observes, after discussing the acquiescence 
of Turkey in the Italian landing:— 

There remain the people, the Army, and the Committee of 
Union and Progress 10 be considered. These elements would have 
to be suddenly transformed if they were to submit to a fresh dis¬ 
memberment of Turkey without a struggle. It is greatly to be feared 
that the resignation of the Porte wdl not secure a Anal settlement 
of the conflict. 

Doubts are expressed as to the probability of any great improve¬ 
ment in the economic condition of Tripoli in the event of an Italian 
occupation. In Turkish quarters it is believed that the gradual 
occupation of the Hinterland of Tunis by France will cut off Tripoli 
from her trade with the Sudan, and that in the future there cannot 
fail to be friction between Italy and France on this score. At present 
the Iasi mentioned apprehensions find no echo in French public 
opinion. As throughout the rest of Europe, there have been isolated 1 
criticisms of the Italian action, but on the whole the French attitude 
has been characterized by benevolent reserve. France is mindful 
of the friendly altitude of Italy at the Algeciras Conference, and L 
the Frence Press seems by its silence to recognise and endorse the 
Franco-Italian treaty arrangements by which the ultimate occupation 
of Tripoli by Italy was contemplated. The Temps i for example, 
preserves editorial silence on the whole subject. 
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the Medina , where a reception was held and where Their Majesties 
look lunch. During rhe passage of Their Majesties through the 
Red Sea, the Turkish Government is ordering the special fdighting 
of lights which have been extinguished owing to the war. 

The GukHiyll Banquet. 

Mr, Asquith, speaking at die annual Guildhall banquet which 
took place on the evening of the 9th November mid that looking 
forward there was much to arouse anxiety. China was in the throes 
of a revolution, and ii would be rash and improper to hazard an 
opinion as to the outcome. But he was glad to my that as far as 
foreigners and Britisher! were concerned, there seemed to be no 
reason to apprehend immediate danger Ships had been sent 
to the principal scenes of the disturbance but merely for the 
protection of Britishers and other foreigners, if unprotected* 
The British Government had no disposition to interfere in any 
way in the internal affairs of China, but wished her a peaceful 
and progressive future. “Nearer at home," Mr. Asquith con-* 
tmued, “the peace of Europe is unhappily disturbed by war^ 
between Italy and Turkey, in which connection we have declared; 
and intend to pursue a policy of strict neutrality. Many strongly 4 
desired that we should make an effort towards mediation and no one 
is more anxious than the Government to do so, if a fit opportunity 
arises. (Loud cheers.) Othei Powers share this desire and we are 
in constant cotomunication with them on the subject. Mediation is 
more likely to be fruitful coming conjointly from the Powers than 
through the isolated action of one." (Cheen.) Mr. Asquith; 
emphasised the fact that it would be useless to submit proposals for, 
mediation not having a basis acceptable to both combatants. It is 
satisfactory to turn to the welcome and happy conclusion so honour* 
able to the statesmanship of two great countries of the negotiations, 
regarding Morocco, between France and Germany. The settlement 
was a relief to Europe, for it removed perhaps the greatest obstacle to 
the smooth working of European diplomacy. Our own gratification at 
the happy results was none the less profound and sincere because we 
had been suspected in irresponsible quarters of looking coldly uptm 
the negotiations and even of a disposition to hamper their nieces* 
He declared with great emphasis that nothing could be Anther from 
the truth. There was no secret about the aims and methods Of British 
diplomacy. Where British interests were involved, itwasom business 
to safeguard them. Where treaty obliptioas came in, it was our 
duty to fulfil them. Where we established friendships and under¬ 
standings, we sought to maintain them loyally and intact* But qur 
friendships were neither exdiwve nor Jealous. We had no cause' 
fbr any quarrel with any nation, nor with such a history and such an. { 
Empire as qur own had we any disposition to cuitaS or letter the) 
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natural and legitimate aspirations of others. We rejoiced sincerely 
in every settlement which removed upon honourable and durable 
terms outstanding differences which cleared the mists of misunder¬ 
standing fronwhe international atmosphere and which broadened 
the foundations of peace and good will in Europe and in the world. 
(Lord Cheers). 

New Unionist Leader. 

Mft. Bonar Law was unanimously elected leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion at a meeting of the Unionist party to-Aay 

r 

The Congo Convention- 

Router wired from Berlin .—In ihe Reichstag on the 10th 
instant I)r. Von Bethmann-Hollweg stated most emphatically that the 
Morocco programme which hod been drawn up in May had been 
t carried out fully without interference from any quarter. The Kaiser 
’ had vigorously supported rhe programme and had been fully ready 
to dnpv the sword, if necessary, for Germany's honour Dr. Von 
Bethmann-Hollweg* referred to Mr. Lloyd George’s speech and said 
that he had made representations in London through the Ambassa¬ 
dor pointing out Lhat the negotiations with France did not directly 
touch British interests but if Great Britain debited to participate in 
the discussion, he expected to be informed through the usual diplo¬ 
matic channel. In conclusion, he defended Colonial acquisitions, 
emphasising that the source of danger with France and Great Britain 
had been removed. He denied that the Government had retreated 
before anyone. In the Reichstag the Deputies of the Centre 
Conservative and National Liberal parties delivered violent speeches 
^denouncing what they described as Germany's purposeless policy m 
Morocco and her failure to meet the provocation of Mr. Lloyd 
George’s speech. Baron Hurtling, or the Centre Party, said that 
popular displeasure at Germany's purposeless Morocco policy since 
the unhappy demonstration at Tangier in 1904 had been transformed 
into flaming anger by the speech of Mr, Lloyd George. What, he 
asked, had the Chancellor done to meet the British provocation ? 
H«tt Heydebrand, Conservative, said that the questionable arquisi- 
i tions in the Congo did not compensate for Germany's assent to the 
( sacrifice of the independence of Morocco. fl Ii is not, 7 ' he said, 

■ 11 political understandings but the trusty German sword which will 
l secure us peace. We are ready to use the sword at a given moment 
’(Uproar). The German people will not stand after-dinner orations 
1 like that of Mr Lloyd George.’ 1 Herr Bassernuum, National Liberal, 

. said that when the Panther appeared at Agadir, a wave of rejoic¬ 
ing spread over Germany. This yielded to indignation at Mr. Lloyd 
{George's speech. The debate was adjourned. The galleries were 
crowded, among those present being the Crown Prince, who obtained 

1 leave from his regiment. According to the Berlim r Ta$ehUtt, the 
Crown Prince made frequent remarks to his entoiftage approving the 
utterances of Herr Hoydebiand and Baron Herding. 

Herr Schulte, Imperialist, said that never had such a storm 
of indignation swept over the land at tn connection with these 
An English Minister seemed to be ordering the Germans 
hall, recalling the days wheat foreigners ruled them. Those days 
{were beyond recall. Herr Von Bethmann-Hollweg, whose speech 
on Thutiday was received with marked disapproval, was cheered by 
the Reichstag when he delivered a passionate rebuke to Herr 
Heydebrand, who is popularly known as “ the^^rown^ 

,Prussia. Hart von BdthmiwA-HoUweg regretted"'that words bad 
been used in the Reichstag regarding Great Britain which were not 
usual in a Parliament having a sense of responsibility. Such words, 
of passion, going beyond all bounds, most harm the German Empire. 
A strong man need not be ever carrying bis sword in bis mouth. He 
must openly say that there were forces at work which more concerned 
rthe impending elections than Morocco. The German Press gently 
[condemns the attitude of the Grown Prince. It is understood that 
jthe Kaiser strongly disapproved of the attitude of the Crowfc Prince 
fat the Reichstag debate. The Crown Prince will not attend any 
\ further debate* Reuter wired from Berlin: The Reichstag has 
unanimously* referred the Moroccan Agreement to the Budget 
Committee.' ThepdbBca* 
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The French Premier in the Chamber urged the speedy mrifkanW of 
the Franco-German Agreement in order to strengthen the bands 
of France in her negotiations with Spain 

Persia- I 

Reuter wired from Teheran: Sir George Barclay, British 1 
Minister 10 Persia, in an interview with Mr. Shuster, the American j 
Chief of the Treasury Department, read a telegram from Sir Edward i 
Grey warning him that if he persisted in the appointment of a \ ^ 
Britisher, Mr. Lccoffre, lo the Collectorship of Tebriz, Russia 
will occupy a part of North Persia. He advised Mr. Shuster to 
adopt a conciliatory attitude. Mr. Shuster replied, that he was 
unable to consent to the proposal any more than w was able to 
consent in the case of Major Stokes and added that if Russia would 
show conciliatory spirit in one single thing then Persia would recipro¬ 
cate her action tenfold A Times message from Teheran states 
that Mr. Lecoffre is already employed in the Persian service In 
North Persia. The message differentiates between his case and 
that of Major Stokes. Mr Shuster has also appointed two / 
Englishmen named, Schindler and Haycock to the Collectorships of J V 
Shiraz and Ispahan, and there has been no objection to either of j 4?* 
these officials. Tlie Times publishes a letter from Mr. Shusterf l 
extending into two and a half columns being the hist instalment of a 
detailed indictment of Russia and Great Britain especially of the 
former country with regard to their behaviour towards Persia. 

Mr. Shuster complains also generally cl what he terms a delibe¬ 
rate agreement between a number of Foreign Legations headed by 
the Russian Legation, aiming at the defeat of the execution of the 
law which confers upon Mr. Shustci the powers of Treasurer-General 
Mr. Shuster says this campaign of threats and nagging and general 
opposition is descending even 10 vulgai personalities which he says, 
however, have failed utterly to attain their object. He makes charges 
against Russia and Great Britain, in particular against the former, 
for permitting tne escape of the ex-Shah and describes in detail * 
senes of highhanded proceedings on the part of the Russian Lega¬ 
tion and Russian Consulates in different parts of Persia setting Persian 
authority at nought Mr. Shuster’s letter to the Timet complain¬ 
ing of the behaviour of Russia and Great Britain to Persia is con¬ 
cluded in the Times of the 10th instant. After passing severe 
criticism for her 11 extraordinary and bizarre claims " under the name 
of “protegeship” on Russia, Mr. Shusler discusses the due of 
Major Stokes at great length and quotes his own earnest protest 
to Sir George Barclay, British Minister in Teheran, against the 
totally uncalled-for interference of Great Britain in the internal 
affairs of the financial organisations which be (Mr. Shutter) is 
endeavouring to uphold. Mr. Shuster concludes with a strong 
protest against the despatch of troops to Southern Para*, the 
probable effect of which, he says, will be the despatch of torfCr 
forces into Northern Persia upon even smaller pretexts. Mr, $huy|er 
says:—“Surely, the land of Cyrus has fallen upon evil tin**, bUl 
even the ragged misery Qf the beggar does sot justify dne’g 
him a gratuitous kick.” 

The Times in an article replies to the letter of Mr. Stopfer. 4 
It says that it published his letter reluctantly, not $0 much Wing 
to any fear of its effect upon informed puttie opttuotras to dottfesn ; r J 
for its effect upon tne Treasurex-GensraVs own position end influence ; • ^ 
in Teheran. The toterfwttto* ^ 

amounts to the control rf gttirdiw over f miflar, end 
that Mr. Shutafenoiwthe fig 
pendent cbortty in 
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f information regarding Russia's threat to break off lelations 
- i Persia. Mr. F. D. Acland replied 11 1 understand that the 

* Sr. _ _ _ . . 


& A Russian semi-official version is published in St Petersburg 
'inf dp incident in connection with the opposition by the Russian 
jQwolnr officers of the Shuirdb-Suhaneh's property and the enforce* 
^rnent by Mr. Shuster of the seizure. The statement explains that 
f Russian intervention was due to the interest of Russia in the 
' -confiscated property and concludes that Persia having refused to 
apologise the Russian Minister has been instructed to present a note 
renewing the demands. The statement adds that in the event of 
non-compliance, Russia will take steps to protect Russian interests. 
The note was delivered pn the nth instant Russia has sent an 
ultimatum to Pereia threatening rupture of relations and other 
eerious measures unless she receives an apology for the alleged in - 
suit to the Russian Consul-General on the occasion of the confis¬ 
cation of the property uf Prince Shua-es-Sultaneh by the orders of 
the Mejliss. The Persian Government vehemently protested against 
the intervention of Russians on the occasion of the confiscation 
and refuses to apologise. A message to the Times from Teheran 
states that the ultimatum requires immediate satisfaction, meaning 
1 thereby forty-eight hours. The Regent and the whole Cabinet 
have resigned and no Minister is likely to go to the Legation and 
j apologise. Th e T^m cj adds t^t JjLugsian ft?tipp v has caused un¬ 
bounded surprise. The Russian Minister disavowed llie proceedings 
of the but the ConsulGenend Appealed to St. 

Petersburg and appears to have catTOff "the day entirely against 
, j. tOctil British and Russian feeling The mother of Shua-es-Sultaneh 
f 4 .at the ‘ iim'ff telegraphed to Empress Marie alleging, though mis¬ 
takenly, that hei harem had been violated, heme the Minister 
practically disavowed the ConsulGeneral’s action. In the House 
of Commons Earl Ronaldshay asked whether Government had any 

with 
facts 

f $ara as stated. The Government is not concerned in the question 
H'4 Waving rise to a dispute but will deeply regret any serious rupture ot 
’bjf, rrehttions. I am unable to give further information." 

In the House of Commons, Colonel Yate asked a series of 
questions drawing attention to the continued insecurity in Southern 
Persia and consequently the loss to British and indiAn merchants 
and asking whether pending the organisation and efficient working 
<V of the new Gendarmerie, steps would be taken to render the 
(' roads secure. Sir Edward Grey replied that 11 would he an 

* undertaking of the most serious responsibility, possibly leading to 

grave consequences if we ourselves took steps for patrolling roads. 
He was unable at present to say that we should do anything of Lhe 
£ sort ourselves. Mr. Ponsonby asked whether the Russian ultimatum 
| was not a violation ol the Anglo-Kvuiad Agreement to preserve the 
integrity of Persia. Sir Edward Grey sA*d that the Agreement could 
not be constructed as depriving either Government of the right to claim 
5 rvwdmi for injuries to subjects or to their property, The ultimatum 
*wu bused on such claims and was not neccssan’y, or in principle, 
v A violation of the Agreement The issues raised by the develop- 
t tbvntg in Persia were too important to discuss except by a full 
statement, for which he trusted there would tie an opportunity 
\ !M*tV In the House of Commons replying to Mr. Dillon in 
, reference to Sir Edward Grey's warning regarding the appointment 
a Britisher to the post of Collector of Tabriz, Sir Edward Grey 
| Said that the constant appointment of Britishers in North Persia 
I mW give the impression that British influence was displacing 
Ma v Russian influence in the north. Sit Edward Grey added that we 
It f Cftflld not Connive at that change which was contrary to the spirit 
J dm 4ngk>Rusrian undertaking and was bound to provoke 
^OQntm-meoiures on the part of Bussuu Mr. Shuster had been 
MMsd te this effect m connection with the appointment of 
jjyJKPr. Ifitidfitt* . It Was in the interest of the independence and 
of. Persia that neither Britishers nor Hussions should be 
pppetoed to posts on die frontiers of Russia and India, respectively. 

Cli* 

^ The TbM UvUnd which was ordered to Paotipgfd has declined 
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tofight the rebels. A message frorri Peking 


Nuking has 
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yielded to the rebels on instructions from the Government. Two- 
thirds of die dry has been destroyed. The loss is estimated at ten 
millions sterling and 400,000 persons are destitute. General Chang 
with twenty thousand troops is outride Tientsin. He has cautioned 
the Consuls to take precautions for fear of Manchu resistance. The 
Consuls replied that the troops had better remain outride. Extite- 
ment is growing iu Peking. Two thousand Manchus fleeing after 
the assa s sination of General Wu have entered the city, as also 9,300 
recruits. It is estimated that there are altogether 22,500 Manchu 
troops in Peking. Their temper is uncertain. Foochow has been 
captured by the rebels after a shut resistance. The Yamens were 
burnt. Foreigners are safe. From Hong-Kong on 9th November 
Canton has declared its independence. A salute was fired to-day 
and the Dragon Flag lowered. 

Reuter wired from Shanghai, 11th November:—Fighting be¬ 
tween the Imperial troops and the rebels continues at Nuking. The 
Imperial troops are slaughtenng the inhabitants and burning and 
sacking the city. Thousands are fleeing. The Manchus of Foochow 
made an unsuccessful attempt to bum the foreign settlement The 
Republicans executed 27 incendiaries. The mine-owners of Perak 
have subsen bed a million dollars, and Lhe coolies ten thousand dollars 
to the Chinese Revolutionaries’ war chest. The Imperial troops have 
regained Nuking. The Republicans are short of ammunition. It 
is reported that the Imperial troops have begun to bombard Hu ang. 
Chino, south of the Yangtse, is becoming republican; Mane uria 
and Chihli remaining monarchical. Other provinces are choosing 
their own government. Much depend* on the attitude of General 
lhang who is controlling the situation. Yuan-Shi-Koi has written 
to General Li-Yuan-Heng, the rebel leader, offering him terms and 
urging his acceptance ol the constitution in order to give the monarchy 
an opportunity of proving the sincerity of their promises. A message 
to the Daily Telegraph from Peking states that Yuu’s letter ended 
ambiguously and thAt Li Ynu-Hcng reading it laughed ud said he 
would give an answer when the rebels entered Peking. Although 
refusing the Premiership Yuan-Shi-Kai has started for Peking to 
discuss thr> situation. An audience has been arranged with the 
Regent General Chang is also expected to arrive here. A Defence 
Society consisting oi troops ud civilians has been established in 
Mukden. It amounts practically to a declaration of independence. 
A similar situation exists at Newchang. Yuan-Shi-Kai arrived at Peking 
this afternoon, 13th November. He looked hale ud hearty. Vast 
silent crowds lined the route to his residence. He was accompanied 
by 2,000 troops. Chifu has peacefully submitted to the rebels. An 
edict appoints Yuu-Shi-Kai to the command of all the troops in the 
vicinity of Peking. 

Indian Opium Department. 

In thb House of Commons, Lord Ronaldshay put a series 
ol questions urging the claims of officers of the Opium Service, as 
the) are discharged, to employment in posts of equal status in other 
services. 

Mi. Montagu replied that the Indiu Regulations provided 
for compensation in the event of u appointment being abolished, 
if no suitable employment could be found for the bolder, but 
every effort was being made to provide such employment. The 
Government of India had undertaken to give consideration to the 
reasonable terms of all competent officers, whose services had been 
dispensed with. The abolition of appointments and the provirion 
which could be made for those displaced were matters with which 
the Government of India was competent to deal and were not 
reported to the Secretary of State. Replying to a question whether 
it was intended eventually to end the cultivation of opium in 
British India ud to restrict to the Native States cultivation of the 
drug required for consumption in India and for the remaining 
export trade, Mr. Montagu said that the Secretary of State wu 
not aware of such an intention. In any cose, it would require 
his approval. 
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Moslem India will learn with peculiar gratification the news that 
Hi* Highness the Nizam has contributed the 
The Nizam and the princely donation of 5 lakhs to the Moslem 
Moslem University- University Fund. It is quite in the fitness of 
things that the first public act ol His Highness 
should be one of spluidid generosity in the cause of Moslem 
education Tt «s fully in keeping with the traditions of his House 
and with the liberal patronage of letters that distinguished the reign of 
hij illustrious father. The Aligarh College owes much to the liberality 
of Hyderabad. It ha* been in receipt, for many years past, of an 
annual grant of Ks. 34,000 from the State When the movement for 
Moslem Univereity first assumed organised shape in January last, 
and active work lor funds begun under the enthusiastic leadership 
of His Highness the Aga Khan, the eyes of the Mussalmans turned 
instinctively and with one nccord to the Premier Moslem Prince for 
help to bring to fruition the cherished dream of Sir Syed Ahmad which 
hod become the cherished dream ol the whole community. The 
cruel hand of fate was, however, inLerposcd between the M us sal mans 
and their hope by the .sudden death of His Highness Mir Mahbub 
All Khan. The entire community mourned the tmgic event as an 
irroparable personal loss. His Highness Mir 0 <mum Ali Khan 
has now given practical proof to his co-rcligionists of his love for the 
diffusion and better organisation of Moslem education. We arc 
sure it is but an earnest or many favours yet 10 come. His 
Highness has already endeared himself to the Mussulmans, And he 
will completely win their hearts if he supplement* his generous 
donation by raising the grant to die College 10 Ks. 50,000 a year. 
This is not too much to ask irom a .Ruler of Hyderabad, although 
its beneficent results in the spread of Moslem education will lie 
incalculable. The Mussulmans look up to His Highness as 
a child to his motherwhatever he may get, lie still cries for 
more, It is difficult 10 predict which sid*i will come out successful 
in the competition between His Highness the Nizam and his 
co-religionists—the desire of the Mussulmans to get more and the 
still greater desire of His Highness to give more Put we think it 
will be the Nizam, and i^rhaps lie thinks so, too. 


A somewhat remarkable instance of the happy-go-lucky procedure 
of the Aligarh Trustees was brought to light 
The Gallic* at the Budget Meeting this year Last year 

of Aligarh. a Trustee who represents the Old Boys’ 

As40clactation had objected to the curious 
procedure whereby a provision in the Budget Estimates for 
increments of salary according to the Graded Scheme was in 
practice token to imply the sanction of increments in favour of 
individuals without any further reference to the Trustees. It 
was then arranged that in future personal sanction would be obtained 
in each case when all the conditions laid down in the rules bad 
been fulfilled. Thus, while provision had been made in the Budget 


last year for the increments of Professors Goldie, Tudor-Owen and 
Dunnicliffe, personal sanction was still necessary. They were required 
to obtain certificates of suitability and competence from the Honorary 
Secretary of the Trustees and the Principal, and to piss an 
Examination in Urdu before being entitled to be made permanent 
and to draw their increments. But three months later all this was 
evidently forgotten. Mr Goldie passed the Examination in Urdu, 
but the other two failed. An accommodating Syndicate, oblivious of 
the fact that the rules allowed no exercise of discretion in this matter 
to anybody, decided to hold another examination before the annual 
meeting on the 31st January this year, made all the Professors per¬ 
manent in anticipation of their success in the forthcoming examina¬ 
tion, and permitted them to draw their increments also. It seems that 
the Lower Standard of the Urdu Examination is a Stile which 
at least one of these Professors has yet to jump over; but the 
Trustees memly confirmed the decision of the Syndicate in their 
Annual Meeting last January, although they had no power to 
do so Legally the resolution of the Trustees is ultra vires 
and therefore null and void; but the Gallios of Aligarh 
care for none of these things. Would some astute lawyer 

inform us who can be sued in the civil courts for a refund of the 
increments drawn in direct contravention of the rules? Some 
years ago the Secretary of the Building Committee drew large 
sums in excess of the amount given by a benefactor for a new 
Boarding House and because the benefactor rightly refused to more 
than double his original donation the excess is now being recouped 
from rent of the building. All this does not go far to convince 
one that bills are ever pic-audited at all at Aligarh or that they are 
even satisfactorily post-audited. Another instance that was^brought 
to light in the recent meeting was the fact that the officiating 
Principal's ;>eriod of probationary appointment was over, and yet 
no attempt had been made to obtain the sanction of the Trustees 
to extend it, or make him permanen t, or appoint another. But Life 
Trusteca wfflb e Life Trustees 1 

On thf strength of a very definite information that iad reached 
us, we had published a paragraph in our issue 
Hindi in Cashmere of the 28th October, calling attention to an 
order of the Cashmere Education Department 
which, we had been told, had been issued substituting Hindi for 
Urdu as a medium of instruction in State schools. An esteemed 
correspondent, however, informs us that no such order has been 
issued, and that our apprehensions were not baaed on facts. We 
are glad our previous information baa turned out to be unfounded. 
We unreservedly withdraw what we had said then, and publish our 
correspondent's account of the matter in full. Says our correspond¬ 
ent •— 11 1 see that you, too, have come out with a note on 1 Hindi 
in Cashmere. 1 This agitation is very unfortunate as it is absolutely 
groundless. There has been no order whatever issued either against 
Urdu or id favour of Hindi. All that has been done is thia So¬ 
lar both Persian and Sanskrit were taught m the Primary Closest 
but recently Urdu and Hindi grammars were introduced also *» 
optional subjects. On this it was considered by the Education 
Department that it became too heavy a burden for boys of tender 
age, and in their interests, therefore, they have revised the scheme 
and excluded both Sanskrit and Persian from those ] Q 

Upper Primary and Middle classes both those languages are still 
allowed as optional subjects as heretofore, along with tJrdbj and Hindi* 
There is thus, you will see, nothing to condemn the Durbar about, 
and it can in no way he called an Urdu and Hindi question. "The 
majority of the boys do cake Urdu and Parian her* and ao far as I \ 
can see there is little chance of those tongues being replaced by 
Hindi which is not in any aense a popular knguage eitbet m Jammu 
or Cashmere. Few Cashmere, indeed, be would a bold mah who eftr 
suggested Hindi to become compulsory in the Urdu ii 

quite enough Tor the people to learn, and aofar ailftn mihey 
are never likely to take kindly to Hindi. 0 ' 
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IT 1$ a happy sign of the times that public opinion m this country modem conceptions of social duty. 1 doubt not that you will go 


is awakening to the pressing social and 
The Sanitary economic needs of the people, though it has 

Cttilerence. not wholly emancipated itself from the spell of 

the more noisy aspect of politics. Education 
and sanitation are beginning to receive the weight and attention 
that their supreme importance to the welfare of the people demands 
Even the official conscience has been touched by the overwhelming 
claims of sanitation, and we are glad to note that the initiative to 
Organise work on more systematic lines has rightly come from the 
Government. The Hon. Mr. S. H. Butler, as President of the Firsl 
Sanitary Conference held at Bombay, surveyed the sanitary situation 
of the country in a speech of great lucidity and optimism 
He clearly defined the scope of the work, the difficulties 
that have to be faced, noted the various conditions that 
affect the life and health of the people and wound up with a 
note of hope as regards th; ultimate success of the great task. 
" The basis of all sanitary achievement in India, J> he rightly observed, 
11 must be a knowledge of the people and the conditions under 
which they live, their prejudices, their ways of life, Lheir social 
customs, their habits, surroundings and financial means.” Rightly 
*0, although it is necessary for the success of sanitary work that 
the people should be taught to appreciate the modem conceptions 
of hygiene and qanitaiy principles,. We arc glad to find that the 
Member for Education believes ,fc in the slow hut sure results 
of education, the forerunner of sanitation.” The Statesman would 
place sanitation first in point of importance It i*. nu doubt some 
consolation to think that our contemporary recognises the need 
oi sanitary improvement, although in its impatience to get nd of the 
incubus of moss education, it ignores the fundamental conditions 
of the success of any scheme for sanitation. All sanitary measures, 
however far-reaching and beneficent, must depend for their ulti¬ 
mate success on the willing cooperation of the mass of the 
people. No amount of official pressure or persuasion > ill succeed 
to enlist popular sympathies as long as the mentality of 
the people remains what it is. Their intelligent e must be 
icmsed and theii mind must be fr£ed from its habit of 
look.ng upon tlif J t nvuonment as something fixed and 01 darned 
for eternity. Mass education should therefore go along 
with, if it is not to precede, sanitation. For the present, however, 
as the Hem. Mr Butler said, M the forefront of a suimary 
programme must be (1) a reasoned account of the conditions and 
circumstances which affect mortality and the increase and 
decrease of populations and (2) a study of the relative effects of 
various diseases, of personal enviionment and of the social and 
acunomic conditions in different parts < f the Indian Empire. 
We have to work out our own sanitary salvation. We have 10 
study the epidemiology and endcmiolugy of our communicable 
disease** the go-caUed 1 fcupical diseases'—plague, malaria, cholera 
and dysentty—in order that having ascertained the actual sources 
and modes of conveyance we may determine scientifically the 
particular methods requisite for their avoidance, prevention and 
suppression; and that we may apply with precision those methods 
which it is possible and politic to adopt, and we otnnot do this 
without the assistance and co-operation of Indians themselves ‘ 
We are confident the educated classes in this country 

will lend a most willing support to all sanitary schemes 

and teach the people to appreciate their need and impor¬ 
tance. The Hon. Mr. Butler concluded his address with 
an eloquent plea for earnest, sustained work and with a robust 
find) in the future of the movement He said r— 11 Sanitation as 

now regarded covers the whole life of the people. The difficulties 

before you are many. The ignorance and even hostility of the 
jnajaoi of die people are still fundamental obstacles. But 
^thousand difficulties need not make a single doubt The more 
entightomd minds in India have awakened todfctyportance of 
Ik nita ti m r and the movement in its favour is steadi# gaining pound, 
h India aa elsewhere, old ideas of politics fttt yielding to more 


forward with intrepid confidence in the ability of science to create 
the environment in which alone mans higher aspirations can be 
fulfilled. Though you may not yourselves see the fruits of them, 
your labours will Assuredly not be in vain/ 1 


It seems there exists much confusion in regard to the interpretation 
of the Proclamation by His Majesty the 
The Meaning of King, republished in the Gazette nf India , 
Neutrality. commanding his subjects to observe “ a strict 

neutrality in and during the aforesaid (Turko- 
Italian) War, and to abstain from violatuig or contravening cither 
the Laws mid Statutes of the Realm in this behaif, or the J -aw of 
Nations in relation thereto, as they will answer to the contrary at 
lheir peril.” Wc have received a host of inquiries from our Mussao 
man subscribers asking us for definite information as to what 
form their expressions of sympathy for the Turk* may legitimately 
take, in view of the declared neutrality nf their Sovereign. As loyal 
and loving subjects nf His Majesty it is lheir natural desire to do 
nothing which may reflect adversely on the neutral character of 
his Government or embarrass it in its international relations. At 
Lhe same time it would be hypocrisy to disguise the intensity of 
the feelings which a wanton and unjusL war against their breLhren in 
Turkey has evoked amongithem. Clearly, it is their duty to observe 
the neutrality enjoined by the State, but wiilun the limits of that 
neutrality they are perfect)v free to express their sympathy with 
their co-religionists of the Ottoman Empire in any manner legiti¬ 
mately open to them What are the requirements of the neutrality ? 
According to Lhe Roy.il Pro* lamjtion, no British subject is allowed 
to accept or agree to accept 11 any Commission or Engage¬ 
ment in the Military or Naval Service of any Foreign State at 
War with any Korean state at Peace with His Majesty” or to 
prepare or fit out "any Naval or Military Expedition to proceed 
agaiii5L the Dominions of .my friendly Stale.” There is however, 
no prohibition against raising funds lor lhe relief of sufferers from 
the W11. Nor can it be in any sense regarded a breach of 
neutrality :f a section of His Majesty’s subjects takes a vow not 
to use manufactured goods or other articles of trade imported 
from a certain rrjunfry. This is purely a nutter of conscience 
and of moral right, about which “the lawn and Statutes of the Realm” 
have always observed a just and commendable neutrality. The 
Lahore Inbune, however, which, in company with some other or 
gans of Hindu opinion, cannot resist the temptation of casting 
cowardly aspersions on Moslem loyalty on an occasion like this, has 
solemnly delivered itself 10 the effect that “a declaration of boycott 
against Turkish (j it) goods would be a violation of neutrality.’ 
If 11 tho Laws of the Realm” had depended for their interpretation 
on the 'Irihune and others of its tribe, the Mussalm&ns would have 
long ago been deported fu* much more trivial “ offences ” out of 
liharat. Wc are not sure if their sturdy refusal to participate in 
the “ Boycott of British Goods ” only a few years ago, would not have 
beeu one of these “ offences.” However, it is a matter of some 
consolation to the Mussulmans that the making of the laws of the 
realm is not os yet 111 the hands of newspapers of such *;asy consciences 
and elusive memories They still enjoy the ordered freedom and 
justice of British laws and institutions, and no clumsy and unheroic 
insinuations of the kind can shake their loyalty to the sovereign or 
their sympathy with their brethren of Islam. The example of the 
British nation itself is their best guide. 'Hie indignant protests ol 
the British public against Italian aggression and the offers of large- 
hearted Englishmen to fight lor a just cause are no more “ a violation 
of neutrality” than the efforts of the Mussalmaife to raise funds foi 
the relief of the Turkish wounded and the widows or orphans of the 
soldiers killed in battle, their determination to resent the terrible 
wrong against international eqmty and justice by boycotting Italian 
goods or their readiness to take part, if need be, as volunteers in 
defence of a righteous cause. 


426 


** ‘0 ..' 'ir%r 

The Comrade. 


Nth November. 


It is a very laudable ambition or the gentlemen who contrive 
to start clubs and libraries to keep their 
" Concessions." reading-rooms well stocked with newspapers. 

They, however, singularly Tail to realise that 
journalistic concerns are not run on the principles of Poor Relief 
Societies or other' charitable organisations of the kind It would, 
therefore, be a rather heavy and unjustifiable drain on the proprietor 
of a newspaper if he were called upon to supply the paper to a 
couple of hundred public 11 libraries ” at so-tailed ” concession ” rates 
A library is in itself a device to afford to the^public a cheap access 
to the periodical and other literature by distnLuting the cost of its 
up-keep among its constituents Why thcn'should the unfortunate 
proprietor of a journal be taxed to provide literary facilities to a 
well-equipped body of gentlemen, we utterly fail to understand. 
Yet the demand is very often made, and with an assurance and 
persistency that would be ridiculous were it not so irritating 
We hope the Indian reading-rooms and libraries are not so many 
parasites and their conductors understand the principles on which 
these organisations are ba*ed. A dilettante or even a more serious 
interest tn the things and affairs of the world docs not entitle one 
to the gratitude of every author of a book or every conductor of 
a newspaper. There is, however, an underlying notion of some 
such privilege and of a right to enforce it, from which the all too 
numerous demands for “ concession ” take then rise, which go to 
ruin the temper of many u newspaper manager every week.. We 
suppose a cap merchant, or a draper, or even an itinerant hawker in 
puri'kachauM % has never had to deal with 11 concessionist ” demands. 
The newspaper proprietor is the favoured recipient of these 
attentions, perhaps because he of all business men is, thanks to the 
public patronage, the most insecure from the sound financial 
point of view. The concession is perhaps demanded on the 
principle that from him tlrnt hath not shall be taken away even that 
which he hath. 


On thk 7th instant the Hon. Mr. Leslie I'ortcr and Mis. Sorter 
visited Aligarh, and it was a happy idea of 
Zenana School Mr. Shaikh Abdullah to request Mrs Porter 
at Aligarh. to lay the foundation stone of the Hostel of 

ihc Zenana School There is a gnm humour 
in tho discreet veil which Mr. Abdullah has hung over the 
activities—or inactivity—of the Female Education Section of the All- 
India Muhammadan Educational Conference, and wedded, as he 
Items to bo, to the conservative traditions of the Islami< world, and 
particularly of Moslem India, he has not permitted us a fleeting 
glimpse of reality even in the Address ol welcome that was presented 
to Mrs. Porter. We have all die platitudes about 11 ignorant mothers *' 
and 11 arrangements suited to out special requirements,” flaunting 
themselves like '^brazen 'hussies* but evidently vciy adequate 
arrangements Tor strict Purdah” were made, not only k r the 
ladies who had assembled, but also for the condition and work 
of the school Mr. Abdullah has been in charge of this section 
since the last Durbar was hOd at Delhi, and the forthcoming 
Durbar to be held after nine years will still And him at the 
head of affairs. Beatrice promised Ifeneduk “to eat all ol 
his killing 11 without am tear of becoming a cannibal, and we 
can give Mr Abdullah the sole credit of all that the Female 
Section has done during the lost nine para. with*Hit fear of bccom 
ing his panegyrist. The Address explains that “the first object 
of this school is to turn out educated and trained teachers, for 
whom there is such a demand all over Ihc Country. The great 
majority of respectable Muhammadans, while anxious to educate 
their daughters, are nut yet prepared to send them to schools, and 
fot all such cases lady-teachers are an urgent necessity.” Yet not 
a syllable is devoted to explain what the scliool has done during 
so many years to carry out its 11 first object * and to satisfy such an 
11 urgent necessity *’ The reason for this reticence is obvious The 


school has done nothing! Still, something had to be said ia 
justification of its existence, and we are informed that about 950 
girls of Aligarh joined it in more than five years, out of which about f\ 
160 have already left, after having read up to the fourth or third 
standard of Primary education. With a fatuity characteristic of so 
many Aligarh arrangements, we are assured that though even . ^ 

parents resident in Aligarh object to sending their girls to school 1-1 
after they are 12 or 13 years old, 11 if we have a properly managed 
Boarding House, their objection will be greatly removed.” Is ^ 

it not the height of absurdity to hope that when “the great majority 
of respectable Muhammadans are not yet prepared to send their 
girls to schools” they would be prepared to send them to a Boarding 
House away from their homes ? The net result of nine years' " work " 
of the All- India Muhammadan Educational Conference is that Aligarh 
parents have received back into the bosoms of their families 160 
girls who have 11 read up to the fourth and third standard of Elemen¬ 
tary education.” Like many of the best-laid schemes of mice and 
men, the great projects of training governesses and schoolmistress** 
and of preparing ideal courses of study lor girls have gone agley, and 
the only acLual beneficiaries of the unstinted generosity of Her 
Highness the Begam Sahiba of Bhopal have been the parents of 
160 girls of the Koil municipality, whose daughters can perhaps 
add and substract and write letters in bad Urdu and worse 
hieroglyphics. Such is the glory of " our first national school for girls,” 
and the labours of the mountain that gave birth to a mouse pale into 
insignificance by the side of the pangs and Lhroes of Mr. Shaikh 
Abdullah's loudly proclaimed parturition. But we believe that 

'Tis heller lo fight for the good than rad aL the evil. 

We are not content with mere criticism and earnestly appeal to some 
of the more energetic and practical alumm of Aligarh Will not 
even one of them devote his life to the cause of his sisters, which 
is really the cause of his brothers as well, and rescue it from the 
lethargy and procrastination which has characterised the Female 
Education Section during the last decade ? 


TURKISH RELIEF FUND 

Collected ji\ M. Ma.su 0 Hosain Abbasi, Esg., at Bareilly 

Rs. A 1 \ 


Sheikh Lai Mohammad, Esq ... 25 0 

Mohammad Khan, Esq ... ... . . 10 o 

M. Asadullah Khan, Esq.... ... ... i 0 4 

M Qamar All, Esq., m,a., 1 . lb ... ... 5 0 

Messrs GhulAin Mohammad, Rahmatullah, and 
Saeed Khan, rupees two each ... 60 

Messrs. Abdul Kadir, Abdul Razzak, Mohammad 
Hosain, Ghulam Ahmad, Lutf Ali Beg, Ikramur 
Rahman, Ataull&h, Alt Ahmad Khan, Munshi 
Tullan Khan, Cvhulam Mohammad Khan, 

Sheikh Tullau and Masud Husain Abba&i, 
rupee one each ... ... ... 0 

Mil Asghar All, Kifaytullah Khan, Mohammad 
Haksh, Bashir Ahmad, and Nazir Khin, annas 
eight each ... 

Amanatullah Khan, Enayatullah Khan, Shakur 
Ahmad, Shakur Khan, 1*1 Mohammad, Rustam 
Khan, Najibullah, and miscellaneous, annas 
four each ... 

Amanatullah Khan, Chatta Khan, and M untie Khan, 
annas two each ... 
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The Situation in the East. 


'V 


Lurd IT t rzon, replying lo the toa.»t of 11 the guests” at the 
inaugural banquet uf the Persia Society held in London on the 
15th instant, is reported to have said that 

"The Muhimniadan comuncs of the world wire full) cnmletl lo the 1 tone fit 
nf the law of nation*, and with them treuties ounhl lo lie kept Winn 
** ihgy sought their own-salvation we ought In give them .ill asm vluncr 

1 The loyalty and contentment of the Modems was one nf the strongs'll 
*tl mgs of our rule in India, so wc would like the Moslems of the 
world to fuel ilat in I'ngland rhe^ had their truest friend, who was 
prepared In make evrrv eflhri and to make a uicrihce on ihur litlmif 
f With none of them wc ought to have more sympathy U 1.111 wilh Persia * 

These noble and sagacious words of the late Viceroy, who was 
unfortunately himselt the author of the forward policy in the 
Persian Gulf region, sound at the present moment very much like 
—'faint echoes from auuther world. As far as the real issues of fact arc 
concerned, the shadow of the Russian menace for the lime being 
looms with fearful imminence across the destiny of that unfortunate 
land The rapid and sure development of Lhc Russian designs m 
Persia since the conclusion or the Anglo-Kussion Convention, with 
- - their undisguised objective and peculiar audacity or method, have 
fcfready added yet another chapter of diplomatic scandal and bluff 

10 contemporary history, and have set “tne law of nations ” and 
solemn 11 treaties 9 at defiance without the least scruple or ceremony. 
There may be no “hostility m England against Persia," or, (or the 
matter of that, among any other people who cannot see unmoved the 
solemn *J>ectaclc ol a nation earnestly struggling lor freedom and 

**’*■-* light Vet it has somehow' very often happened that the sympathies 
of the liberty loving peoples nf Kumpc have ncit been able to save 
historic national ties trom destruction Civilisation may have 111 
-w ^ store a fine message of hope for the political emancipation of 
mankind, but its fine hopes and ideals have always stood rebuked, as 
it were, by that Colossus nf Tyranny, who loves to trample all »os<~tnt 
liberties under foot The it cord of Russia, in the sum and balance 
of modern achievement, is an instructive study in poll tit ill cynicism 
in all Us brutality. She has single-handed destroyed more hope*, 
and greater efforts for freedom than what the liberal movement nf 
> \\ tstem Europe has been able to create The destruction of the 
liberties of the Finns and the Poles and the suppress!» of *n- 
rlcpeudeni VartAr States in Central Asia were carried out jusl 
when the Trinity of modern faith about “ Liberty, Equaluy and 
Fraternity 1 was moving nations with a fine delirium of nope about 
the millenium. Now is the turn of Persia to go the way of the 
Finns and the Poles .'jhc may be honestly desirous to n l her 
house m order. But she has luirm uno igl through direct ind un 
misUkabL hints that the Muscovite will not tolerate any measures 
on her part which may ensure her peace and order and indepen¬ 
dent evidence. Tin: recent pluses of ihc 11 ilolding drama ai 
Teheran have scarcely pundh 1 m Lh*, pretty vast reLordp of poli¬ 
tical usurpation , and in an age of su> h magnificent pretensions as 
ours they are or outrage on the decency mid civhscd sense of 
modern states Whether Peica Manas or falls she has reason to 
I y r giaielul 10 Mr Shuster, lhc Ament an Treasurer-General, whose 
sense of equity and fair play has n^n »t revolt against a campaign of 

11 thieats and nagging and general opposition, 9 and who has frrmed a 
damning md'Ument against the aims anu methods of Russian policy. 
Persian protests against thev- methods had nev?r had a chance of 
being listened to, and were invariably set down to the imbecility 
t if the Mejluss, to the incapacity of the wcul've and even t*> 
the ‘ fanaticism ” of lhc people Here is, howevu, an American 

; gentleman quite cop-ible of taking an unbiassed view 01 things, not 
quite a tyTO m the dark and deviou* ways of European' diplomat y, 
and mtimauly knowing the situation, whose testimony about the 
manner in which 11 the integrity of Persia H being maintained must 
^ compel a hearing It may be a little “wearsmg 11 to that great 
friend of human liberty, the ubiquitous daily of Allahabad, to 
lurvc to learn how the voiee of libertv \s being throttled in 
Persia, but perhaps it has uot occurred to our contemporary that its 
r.biter dicta arc becoming equally “wearisome 11 to Persia and Mr 
Shuster and to all those who have still faith in freedom and love 
honest independent criticism 

It would, however, be difficult even for the fhottrer to imitate 
the ponderous fatuity of its great prototype, the Times. This solemn 
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Replying I 

protest it says that M Anglo- Russian interference amounts to the 
control of guardians over a minor, and Mr. Shuster ignores the fact 
that Persia Js not really an independent country in the full meaning 
Of the word.” Was this the interpretation put upon the words 
1 “ integrity and independence 11 when the Anglo-Russm Convention 
***4"’ was signed ? Is it true that treaties, on whose /Sacred character 
Lord Curzon has dwelt with emphasis, are, after all, what the 


3 

lamn called 11 mere instruments of deception ? 11 If the spirit of a 
solemn pact is to change with the changing mood and conscience of 
a newspaper and its meaning is to be whittled down in a ' s 
pettifogging vein to suit the exigencies of the hour or to get rid of / 

inconvenient facts, then what is the profit of paying such a farEB 
and invoking the so-called honour and prestige of empnes in, 
a squalid game or subterfuge ? The shade of the great empire- 
builder who had deliberately resorted to forgery to hoodwink A midland 9 
at a supreme crisis in the East India Company's fortunes, may stiff* 
be haunting the Printing House Square But we refuse to believer 
that the views of the Times arc, in any measure, the reflex of therj 
spirit and sense of justice of the British nation The lact is that th(»' 
Anglo-Russian understanding about Persia was Lhe most unfortunates 
thing that could happen It was bound to tail in spirit, lor Russia* 
had no idea, and never any intention, ol allowing IVr.su lo remainJ 
independent and intact A formal agreement with England bas» 
given her a free hand and she is carrying out her onuinul programing 
of occupying North Persia with a freedom and directness of method* 
that has reduced the understanding to a nullity S11 Edward Grey,, 
may not like the latest consequences of Ins diplomatic blunder, ' 
but he has cut away his own hands, as it wort, and can fed no moral \ 
right and courage Lo protest His own acts have reduced him f 

to the unedilying role of Russia’s apologist He si is helpless, _ 

held down by the meshes of the asLuie Muscovite diplomacy mlo - 
which he plunged himself in dire distress of isolation and, peihaps, 
in terror ol Germany If he ha-, no courage and resource ( 

to retrieve the failures ol the past, he will go down to histor) 
as u Liberal statesman who, by his pusillanimity and lack* of 

will, saw the destruction of a nation's lrctdom and of his own liberal * 
principles 


^ I’he latest threat to Persian independence, tin. fate of Morocco 
1 o which the Congo Convention has set the seal, and the Italian 
vmp in Tripoli have given rise to an intensit) of feeling in the 
Moslem world to which there < xisls no parallel in recent times It 
is easy enough lo umKrstaml tins feeling, the existence of which no 
European statesman worth Lhe n:um <an lighlly hdiltle or ignore. 
Soiii^ ol the scaremongers in Europe as w r ell as in India have gone 
into liystcru s aboui the vague “ Pan-Islamic ” menace implied .n 
this It *hng Wc have no patience with the shallow paled theorist 
who reads in every mU-IL ctual and moral awakening of the people of 
the East a gravt threat to civilisation. The Mussulmans, in India 
as 1 Isewhfre, have awakened toa sense of „hcir backwardness and feel 
a ge 1111 lie, evil nest desire to unpiove their condtlion and mme with 
the times The aggrtssivi- tendencies of the great European 1 ‘owers 
like Russia and Italy have, however, brought home lo them the 
lesson tha 1 . the Ci^pm-tunHit* fm frLe (Rvelupnunit cannot be had 
for the meie asking when civilised Europe bjiew's m the doctrine of 
suppression by biute force. Peace and l nhghtuiniunl may iie the fair 
promise ol modern civilisation, but its inner pulse beats to the strains 
ol martial music, to the loud glories of conquest, lo the meihids of 
blood and ir 311 Would 11 be, thtn, a triumph ol l ivilivition if al>out 
300 millions ot Mussalrnaris bc-gim to feel Llial the im-ssagL of peace 
and enlightenment was noL for them 3 It would be a £iave 
intellectual ind moral disaster, and its results in other directions 
would be simply incalculable To prevent *uc.b an impression * 
from gaining ground, to make them loci thai opportunities for * 
free development aie nui to be taken awa> at the bidding of an 1 
ambitious European Power, that civilisation does not mean . 
ruthless suppression but sympathy, would be m achievement of' 
•.vhit h any CftbjiaKJ of European statesmen m.glit be p roud. * * +; *; 

wflr a bout wlmir tSi/ ifussalmans, and we bcheve otEer' 
La,tern peoples as welfare «o much interested uid concerned, in 
sp ; te of the early swagger ol the Italian journal* and their faithful 
henchman, the Wima correspondent of the Tunis, has not as 
y..t emerged out of the inglorious muddle into wivch an arm) uf 
“valiant, spirited and dashing ’* soldiers, “ jjerfect according to 
European standards,” so quietly plunged a after the great 
landing on the Tripolitan coastline. The supplies and ammuni¬ 
tions Which had been collected for a victorious advance m the 
muter land are being spent in “ hand 10-liand 9 strnt^M behind ths 
trenches on lhe outskirts of the coastal towns. Jivtn the Ctnsor- 
General has felt it prudent to maintain silem e after his efforts to 
create history hnve only earned for him the derision and laughter of 
an incredulous world Even the imaginative. 10m.1r.ct Hiving "Rome” 
has fallen on prosaic times, and ha.s apparentl> lost the faculty of 
embrpidenng such plain unvarnished facis as 11 the fierce and savage 
attacks of the Turks and Arabs, 11 who were, of cowse, “ repulsed.” 
How sadly wc have learnt to miss ifn tnup dc i*racc of those re¬ 
pulses 11 with a heavy loss” Perhaps th" * mild and utilised” 
manner of Italian walfare had rendered these details unnecessary. 
Be this as it may. Baron Reuter, too, is beginning to reel, with tha 
Italian censor, the strain of cream e efforts He too hasceisbd to 
regale us with the gossip of the Neapolitan cafe* and Maltese sutels. 
During the Gneco-Turkish War it was a general complaint in India 
that Renter withheld all accurate inhumation, and an Anglo-Indian 
daily was heard to complain that, though it might be a good Christian 
feeling on the part of Renter , it was hardly good business. We are 
afraid Rente* has once ugain developed some similar feeling. News 
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about Italian defeats and disasters have .leaked out through quite 
independent source*, white Renter, in company with the Italian 
cenaor, mu keeping up the Action of the smooth and triumph¬ 
ant progress of the victorious army, Egyptian and Constanti¬ 
nople papers arc full of details about the capture of numerous 

guns and rifles and enormous quantities of ammunition by the 
Turks and of several thousand ItaliansNnarie prisoners In view of 
the ignorance, helplessness, or transparent contradictions m the 
statements of other news agencies, there is nothing inherent!) impro¬ 
bable in the information from TurkiA and Egyptian sources to 
which we might take exception. any case, the Italian army 
lias met with a formidable opposition, has lost several thousands 
in killed and wounded, and is carrying on ,i purely denfenslvc 
warfare within a mile of the coast. If 50,000 11 well-equipped " 
wjldiers. Tull or a patriotic fervour to vindicate the “salour 

and prestige of the Italian arms 1 ’ cannot win an inch nf 

ground against a “ handful" of Turks and “discontented and 
mutinous" Arab militia, they must be in a bore plight indeed 
" Patriotic ” demonstrations of the Italian populace have quietly 
dissolved into space, and one is beginning to hear c\cn the un 
patriotic murmurs about the cost that shall have to bi paid sooner 
or later Even “cmlising missions" have got their little bills, though 
how these bills are to be paid the Liberal Bishop of Italy has not as 
yet thought fit to explain. 

Thu iioputacx that hailed Signor Gioletti as the Second Cavour 
may yet have to curve him for a Second Adowa. It was certainly 
A mad escapade of the Minister, who plunged his country into a 
struggle in which the chances of success are becoming daily remote 
There haw been appearing many hints in the European press to the 
effect that England egged Italy on to the Tripolitan laid in order to 
Strange her from Germany and Austria and eujntually wean hei 
from the Triple Alliance The British nation may be full ol lndig- 
.^n.'ilion against Italian action, but Mr. Asquith and Sir Edward 
Jftrey deprecate all questions, even about Italian atrocities Thi 
1 Austrian Premier in a statement to Parliament said that 11 ae 
■ know that the failure ol Italy to inform her allies of her intentions 
Vjh urlvum t- proceeded from friendly regard for its allies on the part 
;<if the Italian Government " But if Italy failed to inform her allies, 
\1tl1c well-informed Italians themselves frankly aiow that she had 
/sounded Great Britain belorehand The letter of Mi. Vernon Lee 
* to the A latum, which we publish elsewhere, throws a >eiy significant 
\v light on tins aspect of the question. Whether the British Got em¬ 
inent u a* 111 the secrets of Italy or not, the attitude of the British 
i+^aoner and Foreign Minister is certainly not < :iIt 11 latcd lo dispel 
y^“-the i^iprtssion^ 
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There has been much frivolous and foolish talk about the 
Jftgpsm feeling about the war. We have already noticed the 
{jlriung in its bioad aspect and dwelt on the reasons that have given 
strength and intensity. In India itself ds manifestations are 
Unmistakable, and no one can deny its existence alter observing 
the spontaneous outburst of sympathy for Turkey and the collection 
of more than a lakh of rupees by the mass of the people themselves 
withoul the least pressure from outside and without any organisation 
-whatever Meetings of syni|>atliy for the Turks an. being held 111 
• every town and village in India and the .subscriptions for tne relief of 
the Turkish sufferers are growing every day. In every other Islamic 
country similar feeling exists. We, on our part, consider it our duty 
to acquaint the Government with the true sia’u of Moslem feeling in 
this country. We would be false to our sense of loyalty to our 
Government if v\e fatted to do so. We have always endeavoured 
10 the best of our light to do this in the past and shall never shirk 
this obvious responsibility in future. It is equally our duty to try to 
keep such feelings amongst th t M us salmons within proper lx>unds. We 
have every reason to believe that nothing can shake the close And 
loving attachment ol the Mussalmans to their Sovereign It would 
however, be folly to ignore Or suppress the true nature of their feeling, 
as is being done by some newspapers like the Saturday Review. 
Thi» journal thinks, or pretends to thaik, that the Italian aggression 
lias failed to produce any deep impression in the Moslem world 
“ Scrutator 71 wrote to similar effe> c 111 Truth, and the Cairo cor¬ 
respondent of the AVfl* Rini assuror us that “Ihe woi has caused 
practically no exatement and vtr> little interest/ Opinions like 
these are based either on deliberate suppression of farts or on 
ignorance. Ho these topers desire the Moslem subjects of His 
Majesty the King to rise in revolt before they would recognise the 
existence ol 1 excitement and internt" among them about the war ? 
Wc know a* a matter of direct experience about India that English¬ 
men in this country sometimes betray a fearful ignorance of the state 
of public feelmg, and hardly seem to know about facts which 
are on the lips of everybody and are being talked about in the 
| streets and the market-places. This is the penalty that the rulers 
\ of millions of men of alien. race and creed have to pay by living in 
\ n state of splendid isolation. When even women and children in 
1 Egypt are subscribing large sums of money m aid of Turkey and 
\ hundreds of young men ore enrolling themselves as volunteers to 
k go to the front, it must be some strange myopia that prevents the 
f Cairo Correspondent of the Near Hast or other journals from 
. * seeing the Moslem “ interest and excitement” about the war The 


Tripoli correspondent of the Times wired cm tht roth OctobcT that * 

M the attempts to beat the drum of Islam have fluted, sis nearly Ml 
local Turkish militiamen have returned to their homes." One m 

should have thought it needed no H bgating of the drum ■ to induce fS 

the Arabs of Tripoli to defend their homes and liberties, and perhaps 
the later experiences of tht correspondent have already convinced 
him that no such drum was needed at all The returned militiamen 
and discontented Arabs are still, somehow, keeping two whole dim- , 
sions or the Italian army, 11 a model of completeness, judged by the 
ghuiHurr^ —■’f™, 11 rooted dismally to the c oast- - — 

As a matter offact^ me *.^'..,^.1 3 * of rapidly changing 
standards, of desire and personal motive as the sole test of right and*' 
justice Without perhaps being guilty of a platitude one might say that ^. 
what is commonly styled “ history in the making” is really nothing 
better than a frolic of downright, serdid facts unredeemed even 
hy illusions. The chronicler, who treads close on the heels of events, 
like a camp follower, picks up their dead bones along the course 
of march of restless humanity, and begins to dress them up with . 
human tone and tint He breathes “ ideas 71 into lf facts" and 
re< rcates the past after his own image The statesman gratefully . 
calls it 11 the experience of humanity " and reads new lessons into . 
it for his own immediate purpose and convenience The philosopher , 
twists and bends it remorselessly to suit his mood, strangles it witb^J^" 
a definition, and safely buries it away in a system. The process goes on, ) 
as whirring go the busy looms of Trine, and humanity grows rich in 
11 wisdom 71 Yet, somehow, it alwayr comes to pass that every fresh - 
fact finds humanity gaping in blank stupidity and despair. Is it 
because all human affairs are a ceaseless spinning round and round, 
it may be, at an ever-increasing velocity, and, what is solemnly called ^ 
progress, is but a mere dance in a circle ? 

Jit this as it may, things are hopelessly out of joint i n this ^ 

- of u 11 measu£fid _preten sions and mean performance, /ffije ' 1 
tremcriabTisTjoLst of an "essefitlatty rnftfqmt-emliiattim -to tfflfnanise 
the hflses of life and soften the rigours of a competitive existence 
had well-nigh imposed upon a credulous world the sham belief * 
that good will and peace were to he, hencelorth, the portion of the fL* 
children of men on a new earth, if not under a new heaven. 
Arbitration enthusiasts and peace propagandists had been roaring 
with a loudness never heard «n the history of the world beforej 
Yet it will live as one of the greatest ironies of history that the most 
strenuous activities of the peace evangelist should have cincided 
with the clearest, and most emphatic repudiation of the gospel that 
he *0 confidently preached The political cynic whose mind has 
been suckled on ti e latest shibboleths of the evolutionary philosophy 
assures us that the world is hardly yet ripe for loose and dangerous 
experiments which the peace visionary advocates. So let it be. 

We hope the lesson M ill not be lost on Turkey or any other, 

Bower which has rhe nustortune to be weak The sins of fathers \ 
are proverbially visited on the children, and who con deny that the 
troubles of Turkey, Persia or Morocco are the result of their own 
shortcomings in the past Lot the wisdom learnt through past J 
failures be thc-ir guide and let them understand this very clearly 
that their salvation lies in their oivn hands. No external prop ’ 
can keep a rotten house from tottering to its foil. Let them 
organise themselves, strengthen their position, by strengthening their \ 
character and intelligence and material equipment. The future ixj 
theirs for the making. We are sure they will respond beroii " 
the call of destiny -—■*"** 
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Aligarh Affairs. 

Although it will not be true to say that Aligarh a*id advertise 
rnent have nothing to do with each other, the many friends or Aligarh 
who live outside its municipal limits have often painfully felt the 
absence of definite and accurate news of the interflal affairs of Aligarh, 
in the Indian and even the Moslem Press. We trust wc shall not be 
accused of being nothing but critical if we once more draw the 
attention of the powers that be to the absence of such news. We 
gratefully acknowledge the efforts of the new management of the 
Aligarh Institute Gazette and the Aligarh Monthly to keep the 
outside world well informed, but there is still a tremendous gap 
to fill, and unless the Honorary Secretary to the Board of Trustees, 
Lhc Principal of the College, and the Headmaster of the School eake 
active steps in the matter we see no possibility of any great improve¬ 
ment. As an instance of neglect we may mention that the Annual 
Report of the Principal and the Budget Statement of Ac College 
ore never published in the two journals issuing from AJigarb, and the 
friends of the Aligarh Movement must remain ignorant Of the 
true condition of affairs unless some outside joumaTtakos it upon 
itself to enlighten them. We ask, could not the authorities publish 
such reports and statement* in the Institute Gazette to the 
exdjsion of some items of state news wholly unconnected with 
Aligarh ? Last year a Trustee of the College hod requested the 
Honoiary Secretary to publish the Budget Rttimtwn tyfore the 
Budget Meeting of the Trustees, but to no pmpoiia If 16 years 
after its foundation the Moslem community is atm wpfuliy 
about Aligarh, the fault is not that of the MuisalQians ontf bqr of the 
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Atigprh leaders also, and though the recent Moslem University 
campaign has brought it much closer to the outlying provinces, the 
HnsPi pace of progress in converting the promised donations into 
payment must to a great extent be due to the old neglect which still 
exists. * 

We may justly congratulate ourselves on having privately 
suggested to the Honoiary Secretary that the Budget Meeting, which 
was originally fixed for the 28th October, should be postponed, so 
that it may just precede or follow the visit of His Honour the 
. Lieutenant-Governor We do not know whether it will please 
the high officials of Government and other eminent person¬ 
ages to know that whenever the) honour Aligarh with a visit a much 
larger number of Trustees are attracted to their neglected Trust 
than by sucb insipid things as budget meetings and annual meetings. 
but it will certainly grieve the community itself which these co-opted 
gentlemen presume to represent The only formidable rival of such 
visits in the way of attractiveness is a “row” between the Students 
and the Staff, the Staff and the Trustees or some of the Trustees and 
their Secretary. Luckily there was no “row” to attiaet the 
Trustees to Aligarh this year, but our well planned conjunction 
of planets proved lucky enough and more than Trustees 
greeted His Honour the Lieutenant Governor and thereafter 
attended a part or the Budget Meeting 

Mr Porter was for a considerable time Collector at Aligarh and 
he knew the Aligarh of 14 year** ago intimate!) Before 1 caching the 
Strachcy Hall, he had gone round the College and must have noticed 
the man; additions that had since taken plac^ m the College 
buildings But in the Hall itself, where the siudents had assembled, 
he could realise more vividly than anywhere else the great expansion 
of the lasL decade and a half. That Hall was ample enough then fur 
the 339 students of the College and School, but n could net provide 
sufficiert accommodation, in addition to that for the TrusLces, 
Staff, and visitor*, for 1,023 students, 825 of whom lived in the 
many courts and quadrangles of the College The Address of the 
Trustees, after quoting Mr Portcr'a eulogy of the 'living and life 
giving influence of the great national College, the tound L rain mg, the 
patriotism, the sturdy self-reliance, and, above all, the high moral Lone 
of the men who have been educated in it,"' to which lie had given 
expression m 1890, compared the material condition of the Cu'legt 
at the time with Lhe expansion that had taken place since then, 
and referred in glowing terms to the long cherished dream of 
the Moslem University and the association of its realization with the 
auspicious occasion of lhe Coronation Durbar 

riitf giuzl Kmptiors nf lhe p»>i wire won! to tr.Ultcr gnlrl aiul prccuiiis gems 
1 iF»t) u*ed to giant rcmtoncs and high pusls o ( lionuur on such 
auspicious decisions a* a Curwiaticjn i bul all IHom* ptourbj.il Koval 
twins will pule Monr ik gram nf our University Charter, whirl) 

{ chtiick wilhin it the truilful sords ol all ili*_ ■ In. ceil b’cMingti which 
Gud has given lo nun Tt'lrilnnak pu^ucinn* wl liave had in 
I abundance as well as. gidil ind all oihi r lori'is ol maker ml wealth and 
I prosperity, hul that whirn procure us wliI a* preserves land and 
fTi'iteruil wealth «i haw io«l, will out wtuen all >-iich possessions ar^ 
ol no * truil. ft i* because sl regan.* our proposed Univer>iij ns the 
heat and the only means of lecmcrmg our m.iral mid intillrciuul 
prosperity that jirawr i« in any uth<r Ikmp, however prork-us m 
imposing it might lie Sc, fa», liusnfare, is lhe Mumiahnin Community 
of India is concerned, tin* memory >if the coming UurUr will he 
associated, m thin nnml and m that S ihur posleril), with lhe 
faHilmcftt of tlos lout* cherished hope and ideal and will ilms mark 
1 an epoch in lhe history ol their national inovemei.t Indeed ihe 
year which 4 iill witness tin’ great event will upsn a new era and 
will ever bo remenumed i> a turning-pi>nU in liw furmnes ol uur 
cuimnnnity under British ‘tub 111 tins country; and thus on love 
and loyalty to uur snveie go are deemed tn become an '-sycntul part 
of those traditions which shall £n down k. future generations 
' connected wilh Lhe and hiitli of out Umvrrvii) --;he ind 

centre pf all our dctrtvfc hopes and highest national aspiration v. 

in his reply the Hon Mr. Porter emphasised the need ol 
religious instruction and his icmark^ on the subject are worthy 
of the most i#reful consideration because they jpxposc the 
mockory of a false but fashionable latitudmanarusim which ha* 
become twduly insistent even m high quarters. 11 No education/ 
said Mr. Sorter, "-ould be complete unless it included sound 
religious training* Now, reltgwm tftsintchor fa tie adequate 
jffaJ/ ht dewiminatinmaV' He went on to say that 

A religion teachei who wights to carry ( Eviction must nui only belicvL 
all that he teuotiea, bat musi icach all ,h*t he believes There l* 
ho rourr for insincerity and m* room for retjcencL Vht kisioty 
*f AU rtUHhy ttunni the tafijtw jmtj hai bone tioaucm testimony 
to ike soundness of Sir Sped Ahmad's new Sometime ago I wa* 
talking to a geMleman of high position m Government service, of 
good education and of Lhe nights cltaracter. The convcr&otion 
turned od the nature of a certain rdigioun frstnal Hr was unable 
10 explain what the festival «*a* and I asked him m jest if he did 
irfjt know hi» own reltgfon Hi* reply startled me Lie said he 
did not As skkhi as fie old enough to learn he had been sent 
to a school and all kh time was taken up with ordinary secular 
arudfefi. When lie left, school, he obtained a Government appoint¬ 
ment and ever since then all his time had heen taken up with his 
ottexa! duties mod he had never been able to devote any thoughts 
to fttigtp0. Those of you Who in the trials and sorrows of life have 
been accustomed tojeek consolation in religion can form your own 
opinion as lb what that gentleman had Lost; byt there is worse 
than this. If we can trust the reports we read In the papers in certain 
parts of the country, boys fresh from xhool jf college and perhap 
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Still at college or school sec nothing degrading in adopting lhe carter 
of a common felon. If any of yon desire to form a brae opinion of 
the debt or gratitude which you owe to Sir Sytid Ahmed, I UpM 
ask you to compare the tone and discipline of the stndents of the 
Aligarh College with what appears to lie the state of affairs in other 
pans of the country. 

With reference to the University, His Hunour warned the 
promoters of the Scheme not as an official, but os a well-wisher 
of the College and the Mussalmans against the dangers of associat¬ 
ing the Aligarh University with a cheap degree. In the Con¬ 
vocation of the Allahabad University also he quoted some ad¬ 
vocate of “denominational” Universities who seemed to regard 
the present standard too high. Although, on the one hand, we are 
assured thut no such fears need be entertained so far as Aligarh 
at least is concerned, and on the other, we fear that the Allahabad 
standard is notoriously shifting and variable and not always as high 
as it should be, the warning of Mr. Porter was given in no unfriend¬ 
ly spirit His Honour showed his sympathy with the movement 
fora Moslem University by holding up to the men of smaller 
means the example of a student who gave his first salary to his old 
school He would, we Icel sure, be glad to know that many Old 
Boys of Aligarh regularly pay one per cent, of their income to 
their Alma Mater, and their promised contributions of a month’s 
income to the University Fend exceed three quarters of A lakh. 
But this n rabble of young men ” has yet a great deal to do to prove 
that it more than deserves the right of electing a fairly large pro¬ 
portion of Trustees for the Court of the Moslem University 
which it is going ;o secure. In this connection we may add that, 
according to the belated annual rcpOTt of the late lamented Secretary 
of the Old Boys’ Associalion, there were last April no more than 845 
members of the Association, that during the last two years the in¬ 
come has been falling though the numbei and the prosperity of the 
members have no doubt increased, and that as many as 30 per cent 
of the V P.’s sent every month are returned unclaimed. 

On the 8th instant, the Budget Meeting came ofl', There 11 
little to record ol a Budget that is discussed when seven months 
of the year to which the estimates idate arc over Lest it be sup¬ 
posed that this ns an unusual occurrence, we would like to inform 
our readers that since 1899-1900, only one Budget Meeting took 
place so early as 4 months after the conmmencement of the year to 
which the estimates related, that some of them have taken place 
fully 10 months after and were onl) technically distinct from the 
Annual Meeting, andthat the average is a little more than 7 months After 
the commencement of the finftncial year Every year an excuse is 
easily forthcoming f ir the delay and, of course, a promise of reform. 
This year the University Scheme proved a serviceable redeemer 
without Lho necessity of even offering an excuse. Our only difficulty 
is that there is nothing which we can think of as a possible excuse 
for the inactivity shown in the collection of the funds for the 
University itself Would not the pressure of the Budget work 
reciprocate and jusiily the dMay ? 

The estimated revenue ui 1910-11 was Rs. 2,10,483, but the 
actuals rose to Rs. 2,17,943 This year’s estimate is Rs. 2,19,130, 
and includes the Government Grant-in-aid of Rs. 34,687 and a 
Government Grant for a Roorkee Engineering Scholarship of 
lls. 2,400. 'The total Government Grant amounts to about 

37,00 which gives a ratio of 1 to ; of the Moslem contri¬ 
bution- looking at it from another point of view, the Government 
contributes no more than Rs 36 pci student studying in the collage 
ur school Considering that it costs the Government no less than 
Rs 435 to educate a student in a Government College, it is not 
difficult to see that Aligarh has saved the Government considerable 
educational expenditure. 'The I^ocal Government may not possibly 
afford to be more generous, but there is a very strong case for an 
Impeml grant, for at least half the expenditure of the College is 
incurred on account ol students from other Provinces. We trust 
that other laxcal Governments and the Imperial Government will 
-.oon real ire their obligations in this matter and relieve the College 
from What is becoming a chronic financial embarassmenl 

Last year the estimated expenditure was Rs 2,07,094, but the 
actual expenditure did nut amount to more than Rs. 2,01,383. 
There was thus a surplus of Rs. 16,560 This yeaTs estimate of 
expenditure is Rs 2,30,307, thus resulting in a deficit of Rs. 11,1771 
wholly due to the inadequate provision for Lhe Prince of Wales’ 
Science School which has a revenue of Rs. 16,317 and an expenditure 
ol Rs 27,757, though we should explain that while salaries of 
Science Professors are debited to the Science School, tuition fees 
and rent ot Boarding-House and Bungalows are not credited to 
it There are no variations worthy of mention except an in¬ 
crease of more than Rs 25,000 in salaries out of a total increase of 
Rs. 29,000. The College Staff salaries nse irom Rs. 53,852 last year 
to Rs. 68,912, the School Staff from Rs. 27,240 to Rs, 30 . 5 * 3 . 
the Boarding-House Staff from Rs. 13,193 to Rs, 14,687, and the 
Science School Staff from Rs. 18,054 to Rs. 21,737. It ™ u *t be 
noted in this connection that there has been practically no increase in 
the number of students nor do the estimates of revenue from tiutional 
fees in the current year give the least indication uf any expected 
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, tewiiie. the Finance Member's memorandum i& a document pf 

Vipw expects to find, nor doe* 
fad, toy ,wp|toatioa of such nutted as *n increase in expenditure 
m more thin 17 percent to fabric* of ch* staff in pne ycanrithout 
any corresponding estimated increase in die number of students. 
14 st year Mr. Mohamed Ali had ventured to draw the attention 
or Uie j rustees to the increasing expenditure on salaries 
oy submitting a statement of expenditure, number of students and 
average annual cost per head during each of the last 12 years. The 
figures for the .School had shown an increase of nearly 50 per cent. 
m the avenge cod per head lince Mr. Rees hod become Head 
®®***®*>. jj® eaamination results had shown that the teaching 
wan rapidly (rooming worse, the avenue or success in the Entrance 
coming down from the 65 per cent of the three years 1905 to 1907 to 
the 28 per cent, of the next three years. It was also shown that whereas 
the ex|jenditure on residential discipline was only the paltry sum of 
j5 anna* per resident student in 1899-1900 and 4# annas in 1900-01, 
it had steadily increased since then and was about Ks 17 |icr resi 
dent student in 1909-10, although frequent complaints were now heard 
from the English .Staff and .some local Trustees about want of disci¬ 
pline of which nobody ever heard ten years ago The “ Tutors " who 
are members of the English Staff get miserable doles of Ks 30 for 
looking after discipline—which 15 as fond an illusion as ever deceived 
mankind—and the 11 Assistant Tutnn " gel a similar pittance uf 
Rs. 25 a month for doing work which senior students used to do before 
quife us efficiently and far more pleasantly, without any payment 
The besetting sin of the Aligarh administration is not Unit it is 
pound-foolish, but that it is not penny-wise Large enough sums 
in the aggregate are frittered away m petty doles grudgingly given 
and thanklessly received The Committee that drew up the 
(Constitution of the proposed University decided to do away with 
11 Assistant Tutors/* and to spend part of the saving thus effected 
in raising the allowance of the “Tutors"—each ol whom would 
be a “ Warden *’ looking after the residential discipline of a Hostel 
or Court of 150 students—fioin Rs. 30 to an average of Rs 150 
per menacm Wr hope that the claim of the Assistant Professors— 
who are now Assistant Tutors os well—to some compensation 
will not he overlooked. But the substitution of the senior students 
for them, and the increase 111 the responsibility of the Tutors— 
who would become Wardens — corresjionding with a \ery grenl 
increase in their allowances, is su e to result in greater efficiency and 
discipline, and would increase the opportunities ol students in the 
management of their own affairs. We hope the scheme of the 
Wardens and Hostels would be brought into force next April for 
at present money is being sadly wasted 

A noteworthy fact, which, however, the Trust eta set.111 nevei 
to have considered at all, is that, although vast sums are spent 
on College buildings, not a pie is included in the Budget A Building 
Committee, of which non-Trustees are also occasionally members 
and even office bearers, is the sole authority entrusted with thi 
expenditure of the building grant, and no pan of this expenditure 
ever comes under review of the Trustees who are the Governors 
of the College But these faineant ruleis are qu te content if the 
Mayors of the Palace and the Pesliawas rule while they unly teigj, 
and it matters not if plans, estimates and specificationt ore all 
regarded as supererAuou*. 

Although the attendance was abnormally good, the Budget 
was a dull affair and wai, passed without any discussion What, 
however, lent some interest to the meeting was the expected dis¬ 
cussion on the Constitution Committee's Draft of a Constitution 
for the University. But beyond a lew prclitninALy skirmishes 
nothing of any importance took place with regard to ilic Consli’u 
bon on the 8th instant, and wuen the Trustees met again on the 
yth then number had diwi.idled down to 9, although the loral 
Trustees alone number no less than y 5 But this tale of absentee 
government is an old one and would list as long at least as the I Jit- 
Trustees. The discussion of the Constitution was not only 

confipicou* for the absence of the Trustees, but also fix th* 
oddity of the procedure. About hall a dozen resolutions, mm 
of them even umntelliable, were on the agenda, but thev *.tood 
there without proposer or seconriei -Vgam. it was objected that 
if carried they would alter the present Constitvum ol the College 
and could not therefore be discussed nany but Uie Annual Meeting. 

To this the Honorary Secnetak v replied that these resolutions wen* 
not intended to have any Legal effm but were meant to be only 
feelers. In other words, the Board **f Trustee* converted itself mtu 
a debating society H had a prolimary <*ntor before the rea 1 
race of the Annual Meeting. But in 11s result it failed to be even 
that. Out of 91 Trustee!, only nine or less than a tenth were present 
to discuss the Constitution. About i$ more had formed some 
opinion or other without any discussion and had sent written 
votes. But 18 had sent proxy votes, and the Honorary Secretary 
held’ no less tiian r s of thexe. As many as 50 had not troubled 
themselves to express any opinion at all 1 

It is not difficult to imagine the kind of discussion that could 
take place between 9 men, one of whom counted for no less than 16. 

It was not merely a case of *. j and x, but of x, v and * with varying 
powers. The discussion began as an argument, but had soon to sink 
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into an entreaty and pottioty fiveh into deception, , ThouMpds of 
people interested In the Moslem Umyenatytthome wdjQd berfcftxto“* 
to know what formed the chief the subject of dbeivqcm, Was it 
the powers of the Court, on ts relation to She Senate? W« it the 
Chancellor’s veto or previous approval, ot the qualifications of the 
Vice-Chancellor ? Was it the colour test for the offices of Frovcwt and 
Professors, or the allotment of the seats among the electorates? 
Was it the high limit of the landowners' cess or the separate 
electorate for Ulama? Was it the eligiblity of women for election 
tn the Court or the composition of. the Joint Board ? To cut this 
speculation short, we must say that it was nothing of the sort at all. 
The only question which appeared important atiu worthy r»f 
consideration to the Trustees was whether the present Trustees 
should exist forever, or gradually disappear And they decided ihix 
momentous question not by discussing it, but, to begin with, by 
counting the votes The first resolution was in favour of adopt¬ 
ing the Draft Coustituhon as it stood and the voting was 
as Follows - - 

For Against 

Present 3 5 

Written votes ... 9 5 


But it was the proxies that came like Bluchers troops and 
won the Hattie of \Vaterloo. '1'here was a solitary proxy in favour 
of the resolution and 17 against it bo the motion was lost by a- 
majority of against 13. After this several amendments were 
moved and lost, thanks to the Honorary' Secietary’s 15 proxies 
although two-fbirds ot the members presen 1 voted lor an increase 
in the allotment of the Old Boys The only amendment that was ac¬ 
cepted was against giving full powers to the Constitution Committee 
to modify the I )raft as it liked. The alternative resolution was then 
passed—in virtue of the proxies, of course—accepting the whole 
Draft excepting the provisions nmde therein Tor the gradual dis¬ 
appearance of Life Trustees Another resolution authorising the T Jfe 
Trustees to resign after five years was carried with the help of the 
proxies and some written votes, although two-thirds of the member* 
present regarded it a* wholh superfluous, in view of the already 
existing right of the Trustees to resign whenei er they choose to do 
so. It was h I must by an accident that the proxies did not carry the 
day altogether bv perpetuating the prt-srnt system or co-option by the 
Life Trustees which would have nullified the creation or independent 
ekclonles Be that as it nm), thiy won as splendid 11 victory as 
Blenlu tm. Nine Trustees sal to discuss 11 life and death question— 
the life and death of 91 Trustees—and tbevw werhae of the proxies 
decided thur doom The Life Trustees—after mature delibera¬ 
tion, no Honk—have decided to live 1 Img lire the Lite Trustees ' 

Verse. 

My Dream. 

None wandered on the pathway where we were ; 
Although it 9eemed the fairest pathway there - 
With blossoms growing wild on either side— 
Resplendent colorings of bright springtide 
Ours was no mere acquaintanceship of chance ; 
With hearts too full for even utterance 
We walked in silence ever on and on ; 

Only we two—My love and I—alone, 

And yet together in a wondrous lancl. 

Speaking no words but walking hand in hand. 

Twin souls in understanding each with each. 
Learning what perfect silence has to teach 
Now and again we paused awhile, to view 
The beauties that around our pathway grew, 
Inhaling the sweet scent at ev’ry turn. 

Then seeking something more from which to learn, 
One flower i saw—than all the rest more fair— 
'Twas new in coloring—exotic—rare. ' ' 

Then in my ecstasy the silence broke, 

And giving voice to thought, so I awoke 

And knew ‘twas but a drdvn. , 

W;, K. G. 
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The War Supplement. 


The News of the War. 

Reuter wired from Rome, nth November.—There was a fight 
in Tripoli, yesterday, lasting aevety hours. The Turks made 
a desperate effort to recover the fort at Hamidieh, but were repulsed 
Arabs made a series of attacks at Tripoli, on the i rth November upon 
several fronts, and again gathered at the oasis, firing on the Italian 
rear. The attacks were repulsed. An expedition will be despatched to 
dear out the oasis. Reuter wired from Malta.—An Austrian steamer 
arriving from Tripoli reports that the fighting on Friday was of the 
fiercest description. The Arabs made savage rushes dose to the 
Italian trenches and many hand-to-hand combats took place. There 
were heavy casualties on both sides Refugees arrived at Malta 
declare that Friday's fighting at Tripoli was as fierce as on the 23rd 
ultimo. The Turks and Arabs made two attacks on the Italian lines 
at Tripoli on the 12th instant but were repulsed. Reuter wired 
from Constantinople.—The Powers’ reply to the Porte’s pretest 
agaimt the execution or Arabs in Tripoli on the giound that it 
is in contravention of the Hague Convention of 1907, states that 
while the Powers arc unable to take other action they will call the 
attention of the Italian Government to the charges made 

Reuter wired from Rome on the 15 th instant. —Official telegrams 
from Tripoli dew libe the continuance of Turkish attacks on Italian 
lines. It is stated that the Italians have sent an artillery and an 
infantry to reinforce the troops at Sidi Messan where they also 
mounted searchlights The enemy, however, made a further attack 
yesterday Afternoon Torrential rams are falling at Tripoli 


News by the English Mail. 

(From the "Times” Corrkspondknt ) 

Tripoli October if 

I have already referred to the excellent discipline in the Italian 
Army, which is the more remarkable as all Lhc units are composite 
—that 19, the battalions have been brought up to war strength by 
deLachmenrs of men from all over Italy who arc still serving with 
the colour^ The Reservists who ha.e been called up are organized 
as special battalions to replace the dcfiut of tioops in Italy, and 
nnl> a f ij# have been used to complete the Service battalions. 
Personally, I new* remember having soldiered *ith a lighter-hearted 
or bcUcr-naturetl force. Tht sentries, even, challenge you with a 
smile The mm have nor, of course, yet experirnced the real 
rigours of a desert campaign, but there is already sufficient 
discomfort under a midday North African sun to try the temper 
of in„n who in large numbers art enclosed in a limited space 

Benghazi, October 2? 

T he Turkish gAmson of Tripoli, though numbering more than 
j,ooo men and supported by defensive works, offered no resistance to 
the Italians and preferred, with good reason, retirement into the 
interior to a glorious death on the shore. At Benghazi things passed 
wr> differently The 250 or 300 Turkish >aldiers quartered there 
and above all, the Arabs from the uty and suburbs fought through- 
oik the whole day with extraordinary tenacity, carrying on a desperate 
at niggle ever when their defeat was certain with heroic self saenfio. 

i\y halfr past 7 on the morning of the 19th tne Italian Fleet had 
taken up it« battle forma Linn in front of Benghazi, the Vittorio 
Kmanuelc, Amalfi, Romo, Napoli, and Etruria in the first line, the 
other ships in the second line with the transports. At 8 o’clock iho 
bombardment bcjgan, shells falling (of 20 minutes on the barracks 
and Julians Point, but sparing the town. Meanwhile, thd tram ports 
were discharging troops into barges and landing parries from the 
cruisers and battleships were crowding into their boats At 9 25 the 
first boat 1 crew reached the shore, some 1,200 yards beyond Juliana. 
While some of the escorting boats protected the placing of five 
pofttuons for the use of the landing parties, others raked the Turkish 
post on Juliana Point. 

A launch was bow sent towards the town beach to due over 
whether the city had been evacuated, when it had almost reached the 
beach volleys were fired from the jetty and from trenches dug in a 
gjirttre that separates the Custom House from the town. The war¬ 
ships answered the rifie fire immediately, and in a few minutes the 
Custom House building was a heap of ruins. 

About 11 o’clock the Arabs qf Benghazi decided to come to the 
assistance of the Turkish post on the promontory. One could see 
them marching in little groups along the narrow strip of land 
anmratnig the bay from the lake within short range of the ships' 
gnpf. Big shells fell round them. Whole groups were mown 
Sown. I watched one horseman advancing at a walking pace. 
g«rert) guns made him their target, but in spite of the ram of 
projectiles he neither checked nor hastened his home’s pace. At 


last the black smoke of a shell hid him from sight, and he was 
seen no more. Few of his heroic companions succeeded in gaining 
the comparative shelter of Juliana Point. 

Meanwhile, the disembarkation was being concluded. At about 
3 o’clock General Ameglio, who commanded the landing force, had 
at his disposal two battalions of Marines, four battalions of Infantry, 
drawn from the 4th and 63rd Regiments, and two batteries of 
mountain artillery. Leaving two battalions in reserve of the landing 
place, he moved towards the Berka barracks, the main objective of the 
attack. A little earlier a well-aimed shot from the Admiral’s ship 
had destroyed the central part of the barracks and brought down 
the Turkish flog floating above it—a fortunate omen of success. 
The progress of the Italians was slow but steady. The enemy, 
Turks and Arabs mingled together, disputed every foot of the 
ground. The bayonet had to be employed to drive them out of 
their wretched, hastily dug trenches, three lines of which hod to be 
earned in succession before the barracks were reached and stormed. 
Even then the town itself remained unconquered. 

So ended the first battle which the Italians have fought in the 
Tnpohtaine The enemy’s organization was rudimentary and their 
armament mediocre, but the Italian troops gave proof of their dash 
and endurance, and the landing operations were earned out with 
celerity and precision through a sea which was running fairly high 
and within range of the enemy’s fire 

Constantinople , October 24. 

The decision of the second Bureau of the Chamber, which the 
Chamber of Deputies entrusted with the examination of the petition 
submitted by the Tripoli Deputies demanding the impeachment of 
Hakki Pasha and the members of his Cabinet, is awaited with con¬ 
siderable interest owing to the fact that the Bureau in question 
includes the majority of the leaders both of the Committee Bloc 
and of the Opposition. The Bureau, which is now invested with the 
functions of a Parliamentary Commission, has summoned Ibrahim 
Pasha, ex-Commandant of the Tripoli garrison, to give evidence on 
Thursday 

The rumour which has obtained currency both here and in the 
European Press that Kifaat Pasha is likely to be impeached with his 
quondam collcagiics has caused great surprise in official circles. It 
is pointed out that the e\-Minister for Foreign Affairs was aware of 
the danger of Italian aggression in Tripoli as early as February of 
this year, when he submitted a memorial to his colleagues in which, 
after giving reasons for believing in the imminence of the Italian 
danger, he urged the Government, while doing all in its power to 
avoid ofllnding Italian susceptibilities, to lake immediate and 
energetic military measures to safeguard the province against 
invasion. 

The Turkish gioup or Lhc Interparliamentary Union yesterday 
reruted from the Grand Vizier the Government's approval of the 
proposed tour in Europe in favour of a settlement of the dispute with 
Italy by arbitration. The Government, while heartily desiring such 
an issue, cannot officially appeal for arbitration while the possibility 
of mediation exists 

A deputation composed of five or six members of the Senate 
iuid the Chamber, with Suleiman Bustani Eflendi, president of the 
Interparliamentary group, will probably be chosen in the next two 
days. It will probably leave on Saturday for Bukarest, and thence 
visit Budapest, Vienna, Berlin, St Petersburg, Stockholm, Christiania, 
Copenhagen, The Hague, Brussels, Berne, Paris, and London. In 
each capital a number of the local Interparliamentary group will be 
added to the Ottoman delegation, 

Rome , October 3 j t 

The following telegram of Sunday’s date has been received here 
from Tripoli. Yesterday two nuns asked to be allowed to go on 
boardship to return to Dema. They related that, having been 
thrown into prison by the Turks at Dema, they were liberated by 
some Arabs, out of gratitude for services rendered by them in the 
past 

The sisters stAted that they learned of the landing of the Italians 
at Dema by a wireless message received on board the battleship 
Napoli, in which they were brought to Tripoli. 

Rome, October 2J r 

An official telegram from Tripoli stales that Captain Piazza 
carried out a number of evolutions with a BLeriot aeroplane, filling 
the Arabs with profound astonishment and extreme tenor, the aviator’s 
flight being attributed by them to supernatural agency. 

According to the Trxbuna, Captain Piazza found four Turkish 
camps situated about eight miles beyond the Italian outposts One 
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of these camps was quite Urge, and an enormous tent, obviously 
that of the Commander, stood out distinctly beneath some palm 
trees. 

Some idea of the damage which Turkey can inflict on Italy by 
her commercial boycott can be obtained from a consular report on 
the tnide of Salonika for last year. This shows that goods valued at 
£247,000 came frtmi Italy into that port alone. 

Geneva^ October 21. 

k Itis not generally known that Turkey does not recognise the 
j Red Crass in time of war from a religious motive, but it is owing to 
4 the delay of the Powers which signed the Convention of Geneva in 
1 replying to the Note of June 1910 of the Ottoman Government to 
' the Swiss Federal authorities that an understanding has not been 
* arrived at. 

y* The Sublime Porte stated that it would protect the " Red 

I Cross 11 on the condition that the “Red Crescent” would be respected 
V to an equal degree by the European Powers. The proposition was 

I I communicated to the various Powers, but so far only a few have 
1 accepted the proposal, and no definitive reply has been sent to 
il Constantinople. 

i Constantinople. October 24 

By slow degrees news of what has actually happened at Benghazi 
comes through The more wc hear, the worse appears to be 
the plight of the Italians. There seems to be some confirmation 
of the report that many Italians were made prisoners In any 
cage, it is believed, that Admiral Aubry, the Italian Command- 
er, has asked for immediate reinIon enients, and describes the 
Italian position at Benghazi a<» grave This is chiefly because 
the Arab and Turkish forces in lliu hinterland arc rapidly gathering 
The various Embassies here have received news from their 
Consuls in Tripoli to the effetr ihat the Italians suffered heavy 
losses. 

Many Egyptian sheikhs and princes in Cairo have iiointed 
1 out that since the Egyptians helped Turkey to lonquer Tripoli 
centuries ago, they should now come forward to help her to retain it 
They have sent a telegram to the British asking for intervention 
> and they have subscribed large sums of money for Turkey's war 
funds. Many of the Egyptian nobles have offered pure Arab horses 

■ to the Turkish Government. Money is pouring into the Ottoman 
Bank here from all parts of the Empire, murh of it coming by 

• telegraph orders. 

Turkey holds to her determination 10 dismiss all the Italian 
officials on the Baghdad Railway, in spite of vigorous Orman pro¬ 
tests. Germany does not oppose the dismissal of ordinary work¬ 
men, but holds that the higher officials could not tic replaced, and 
that heavy loss to the railway would result This loss Turkey would 
have to refund. 

The Servian Government continues the mobilisation ot the 
Army In spite of friendly assurances 

Con$t'iKhnoplc l October 24, 

I learn from a trustworthy source that a proposal has been 
,f nude by Great Britain, Russia, and Franrc in full agreement, 

J with regard both to the war and the Balkans. 
t The following are the terms of this joint proposal - 

Tripoli to be annexed by Italy, but with the Sultan s Khali fate 
. maintained. 

’ The integrity of the Turkish Empire to be guaranteed 
v A federation ol all the Balkan Slates, putting a stop to their 
I plans lor arming against each other. 

A loan of £50,000,000 to be raised for public works in Turkey 
The Grand Vizier has requested the Shcikh-ul-IsUm to issue 
1 a proclamation ordering fhe Holy War \propaganda to cease. 

The Sbeikh-ul-Islani refused, whereupon a meeting waj held 

which 360 members of the Mussulman priesthood were present, 
and the Grand Vuier's order was upheld. Tne meeting also 
declared its readiness to welcome such a federation as proposed 
b> the ihiee Powers, provided that the details of such an arrange 
rnent could be made acceptable tn all crncerned ft was also 
pointed out that there would be grave danger to Turkey in the event 
of a Holv War. 

Vunna, Oitober ay 

It is rumoured here in diplomatic, circles, and the rumour seems 

■ M be by no means devoid of foundation. thar a tj<eaal exchange of 
views is taking place between Count Avlwnthal and several represen- 

' tativtt of the Great Power* to ti e hope of finding a basis for even- 
« J * tual mediation between Italy and Turkey How far this exchange 
v * of views has proceeded and what it* results will b* are for the mo- 
went questions comparatively unimportant in view of the undoubted 
\ f ac |; that would-be mediators are confronted now as before by the 
same dileinma-Iudj demands complete sovereignty over Tripoli, 
‘ white Turkey declines to contemplate any settlement on such a basis. 

In these conditions even tho*e diplomatists, who originally 
; perceived that the only method of obtaining a speedy peace would 
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be for the Great Powers to place Turkey in the posjtjm 1 » \ 

submit to fora mafowt, are now tempted to argue that after all Italy *. 
would perhaps do well to leave Turkey some shred of sovereignty. \ 
They eapresT doubt whether the Great Powen would long totertte 
the extension of operations to the jfigean, bv,which Italy beheves it 
possible to secure Turkish acceptance of.her terms. Finally, they 
suggest that the protraction of the state of war and the commercial 
loss it involves for Italy might have so sennus an effect upon Italian 
public opinion as to oblige Italy in the long run to concede what she 
had better grant gracefully at the outset. 

It is greatly to be feared that in quarters where these amuments 
are put forward, and where it is claimed that Italy must above all ; 
avoid proclaiming her sovereignty over Tripoli and Cyrenaica without ' 
the previous mediation of the Powers, the position or Italy is| 
seriously misapprehended. I 

Italian determination to settle the ownership of Tripoli once 
for all without fictions or fables is, I believe, irrevocable, and is 
founded not merely on the whim of a Government, but on the settled 
resolve of an entire people, which instinctively regards present 
enterprise as the defence of a vital interest, and as the greatest 
national effort put forth since the accomplishment of its unity. The 
Italian Government cannot, even if it would, consent to the retention 
by Turkey of any sign of suzerainty, and feels sure of national 
support in preferring to settle the matter once for all, no matter at 
what tost and nsk, rather tlian to leave open (he door to future 
chiLane and complications. 

In view of the attitude which diplomacy seems now disposed to 
adopt, there is strong reason to believe that the only chance or a 
speedy peace lies in Lhe continuance by Italy of the hold policy 
hitherto pursued. The proclamation of her sovereignty over Tripoli 
and Cyrenaica would et least create diplomatically an accomplished 
fact, from which no sane diplomatist or statesman could expect her 
to recede. The Turks might then regain the perception, of which 
diplomatic wavering is beginning to deprive them, that, whatever 
the initial vicissitudes of the Italian occupation, there is for Itaiy in 
this matter no going back, and that the wisest policy for Turkey would, 
therefore, be to make the best terms possible with her adversary either 
directly or by mediation 

In Germany and Austria-Hungary, especially m Germany, wnere, 
in consequence o! the Morocco crisis and of the war, trade is stag¬ 
nating, a lively need of peace is felt, but the only means by which 
peace an be obtained seem not to be discerned. If vacillation and 
a hypocritical appeaiance of impartiality on the part of the Great 
Pawns cause Turkey M believe that, by encouraging local resistance 
in Tripoli, and by adopting obstructive tactics m Europe, Italy rail 
be biuught to her knees the consequences cannot fail to lie ' 
disastrous 

Vienna, Qttobtr 26, 

The difficulties experienced by the Italians in landing at Benghazi 1 
and the combined attack of Arabs and Turks upon the Italian camp]? 
at Tripoli canse the unofficial Austrian Press to crow with joy at i 
seeing the biter bit. Sneering references to Adowa and to “ Italian; 
disillusionment " at this senous disturbance of a military promenade' 
garnish comment upon the fighting, and reveal a state of mind that! . 

previously sought satisfaction in the unreserved publication of masto . 

rlontic Turkish untruths. ' ’ 

This subdued ill-will is not devoid of political significance, 
l he journals which display it most freely are rather exponent; of 
Noilh German 01 “Young Turkish" views than of the doctrine 
ol" the Ballplat*. It would not be surprising were an attempt presently, 
to be made in certain quarter* to argue that, since Italy encounters! 
resistance her claim to complete sovereignty is untenable The logic of 
the situation points the other way. If Italy was determined to asseitl 
complete sovereignty over a country to be ex hytoUusi occupied with? 
little resistance, how much stronger must be her determination to 
take complete formal possession or territory she dill have had tp* 
conquer But in the present situation logic counts less than strengths 
of will and power to execute a settled purpose—and it is precisely; 
these factors w hich malicious references to Adowa tend to obscure. .. 

Adowa was a defeat suffered by 13,000 badly-led Italians at theft 
hands of 40,000 well-led Abyssioians fighting in their own mountain!, ” 
excellentl y armed, and provided with artillery, in tho use of which 1 
they had been exercised by French instructors. The Italians left 
3,000 dead on the field, the Abyssinian victors nearly doable that 
number. Save in regard to the supreme command and to the 
poli tical intrigues that followed, the defeat, though a ' military 
disaster , was no disgrace to Italy. Unfortunately., it bulked so 
large in the eye of Europe that the previous three yean of brilliant 
and successful warfare against Abyssinia and against the Mahdists 
were totally forgotten, and few military experts re me mby to-day the 
battles of Agotdat, Sabderat, and Kassala, or the smart actions of 
Prutii and Senafch, that abundantly proved the ability of Italy both 
to create colonial forces, and to deal with a valiant indigenous foe. 

The desire to obliterate the memory of Adowa undoubtedly 
burns in the Italian Army today, and ,the very strength sod* quality 
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of 'the expeditionary corps dispose of the insinuation that Italy 
anticipated only a military promenade. They are, further, an 
earnest of Italy's settled determination not to acquiesce in any 
partial sovereignty, no matter from what quarter suggestions to the 
contrary may come. Were the five Powers to ask Italy to-day 
to accept a settlement on the basis of a nominal Ottoman suzerainty, 
they would meet with a'dear and firm refusal. There b reason to 
hebeve this fact to be so well understood by the majority if not by 
ajl European Governments, that it will probably form the starting- 
point of any mediation or intervention that may presently take 
< dace. To judge by the tone of the declarations made in the 
Austrian and Hungarian Parliaments on Tuesday, this is also the 
ttand-point of the Austro-Hungarian Government, which would 
scarcely have authorized a statement so friendly to Italy had it 
intended to promote or to take part in an international exchange of 
fiews or international representations on a basis which Italy could 
but consider unfriendly. „ 

Such representations or attempts aL intervention, when made, 
will therefore require to be made at Constantinople rather than at 
Home. The sooner and the more emphatically they are made the 
better for all concerned. Italy has no intention of extending opera- 
lions to the ifDgean as long as the attitude of Turkey remains as 
moderate as hitherto; but every day of war increases the risk that 
operations may automatically extend themselves to the Balkan 
States and diminishes Italian readiness to disburse the millions 
-which Turkey so urgently requires. 

London. 


The Outlook in its issue of 28th October says — 

“Special information from Egypt gives us news which may 
change the whole course of the war in Tripoli. A fortnight Ago we 
were tnformed under promise of non-publicity that the famous Enver 
J Bey, the purest spirit of the Young Turk movement, a stainless 
Moslem, and an able soldier, was hastening in a careful disguise across 
Egypt in order to lake command m Tripoli, and to bring the great 
,coufederation of the Scduussi to the defence of the Ciesccnt Enver 
Bey's unquestioned orthodoxy and honour make him almost sacred in 

* the tents of the desert. 

' We now leam that, met by select escorts ol Scnoussi riders, 
Enver Bey has passed by camel relay through Egypt, has mil the 
, Grand Sheikh of the Senous&i, and has united the whole of the 

* hinterlands in the Holy War against Italian invaders. It is also 

- .quite out of the power of the Cairo Government, no matter whethei 

- . jlling, to prevent constant communication across the Egypto 

. Tripolitan frontiers. Enver Bey is of the stuff of Abd-el-Ki der, and 
! French military history ran teach Italy what that may mean " 

MiIon, Octohet jy. 


All the efforts of the Press Association in Rome, under the pre 
•idency nf Signoi Baizikl, a deputy, and several other deputies and 
senators, besides the protest of the whole of the Press, have proved 
unavailing to move Signor GiulcUi from hii firm determination to 
maintain a strict censorship over all war news and prevent cor resend 
ents, both Italian and foreign, from folk wing the campaign. 

To the examples cited of f orrespondents being allowed to report 
.other campaigns, the Government retorts by adhering to its opinion 
that the United .States would have subdued tlie Filipinos with greater 
ease if the news despatched by war correspondents to the American 
papers had not been retransmitted to the. insurgents 


England, it is contended, would have subdued the Boers more 
easily if the excessive liberty of t r ic Press had been curtailed, while in 
^904 Russia received valuable assistance through the indiscretions of 
J@k* war correspondents with (hr Japanese notwithstanding the prnrer- 
4 ri*l secrecy of the Utter 

When informed that its action would result in a hostile Presa aL 
horpe and abroad, the Government rejoined that it preferred chip to 
, risking the safety sol the army of occupation. 

\\ The Turkish Embassy asks to contradict a report that the Italian 
Hexpedititti to Tripoli was instigated by the fear that the Ottoman 
iVOovemmcnt was about to lease Benghazi to Germany. No such 
IpctapKi was entertained by the Ottoman Government, 
t London. 


A detailed and uncensored account of the situation m Tripoli 
daring the early part of the week covered by the mail newspapers 
now to hand. The writer is Mr Herbert F. Baldwin, one of 
ithe special correspondents sent to Tripoli by the Central News 
Agency. Finding it impossibc to get his message through from 
Tripoli owing to the strictness of the censorship, Mr. Baldwin took 
steamer to Malta and handed it in at the office cif the Eastern 
Telegmph Company. 

The following is the text of Mr. Baldwin's message " The 
atari on Jn Tripoli this week is very serious, and fears of massacre 
ate entertained among the European residents, since a Holy War 
has been proclaimed by the natives of Benghazi and Tripoli. The 
leR tine of the Italian defence is being hard pressed at Sharashett. 
-Should it be broken matters will be grove indeed, anti the Consuls 


realising this fact, are making arrangements such a^ it is hoped, 
will secure the safety of their respective nationals. 

11 The enemy's force at Sharashett is a combined one of Turks 
and Arabs. Heavy firing went on, on both sides all day Monday and 
all day Tuesday, and on Tuesday afternoon an Italian warship off 
Lhe coast fired shrapnel into the enemy's lines at Sharashett. 

"During the fighting on Monday and Tuesday (ajrd and 24th 
October) 400 Italians were killed and wounded, among them being 
practically a whole company of Bersaglicn. All correspondents have 
been strictly forbidden to communicate these casualties The great 
majority have been bound in honour to divulge nothing as to losses or 
movements of troops, hut as I personally did not sign the document 
which other correspondents were called upon to sign, I do not con¬ 
sider myself debarred from cabling you the Tat is 

“The retreat of the Italians on Tuesday night is being inter¬ 
preted by the town Arabs at Tripoli as a first indication of victory 
for the Turkish side These Arabs have been causing trouble 
all the week, and have been stabbing Italian soldiers whom they 
have encountered in the streets. 

“ At midday on Monday they hegan shooting from the flat topi 
of the houses There is no doubt that their action was preconcert¬ 
ed with the Turkish forces outside the town, and that the shooting 
began at a signal which the latter gave by arrangement 'llie streets 
were crowded at the time, and a wild panic broke out among the 
residents, who fled for safety in all directions. 

“The rising was quickly quelled Soldiers were sent to guard 
all the entrances co the town, anil they had Maxim guns with them. 
Number; of Arabs were taken prisoners, and six of them were shot 
eArly on the following morning 

“ loiter m the day on Tuesday a proclamation wils putted in the 
public places prohibiting all natives from carrying firearms or kmv«. 

It wAb intimated that forty-eight hours would he allowed fur the 
dtlivery of weajions to the Italian authorities, and that after the 
expiration of that jieriod s< vcrc penalties would be inflicted upon 
ary who might be found with weapons in Lheir possession The 
proclamation further announced that no natives would be allowed 
in the streets after night fall At the same time a search was made 
in all native houses and numbers c.f firearms were discovered. 
These were all destroyed " 

SlIMMAkV Jus VICE. 

“'these measures, however, tailed to pul a check to Arab 
lawlessness, jnd on Tuesday night two Red Cross men who were 
carrying wounded Italian soldiers into Tripoli were attacked and 
killed by Arabs I saw summary justice meted out to one of the 
Arab prisoners This was a kavass employed at the German Con¬ 
sulate, who had stabbed a soldier during the rising of Monday. 
He was tried publicly in the street and half an hour later he was 
taken on *n the beach 111 sight of all who cared to watch and there 
shot The Mcne was a peculiarly humble om The Arab, who was 
absolutely impassive, stood at a distance ol only twelve yards from 
a file of nine soldiers At the word ot command a volley was 
fired, hut not a single bullet struck the doomed man, who, so far 
as I could see, never flinched Then there was a second volley 
and the Arab fell There was some slight movement of his limbs 
as lie lay on the sand, and two soldiers, going up dose to the body 
fired one revolver sho* each into the head. 

11 The body was left where it fell for the inspection of the Arab 
populace, who certainly seemed impressed by the execution. 

“ A force of five thousand Tuaregs is reported advancmgwi 
Tripoli At the time I left 11 was said to be within two days* camel 
journey of the Turkish right wing The report, of course, only 
serves to increase the fear ol Tripoli’s defenders that their left will 
be broken, and there is a general belief that the week-end will see 
a big battle 

“As l cabled >011 briefly at the time, a further Italian detach 
ment arrived At Tripoli on Wednesday It consisted of eleven 
hundred troops, with thirty guns, and Lhe desembarkation took place 
dose to Sharashett, with the obvious purpose of strengthening the 
Italian hncs at the most critical point " 

Panic Stricken Itaiians. 

Another apparently independent account of Hie lighting was <, 
published by the Pans Exte/sior The correspondent says. “that in^ 
the attack just outside Tripoli the Italians fought desperately against! 
superior numbers, until they were more or less surrounded by thej. 
Arabs, who had crept up under cover ami fallen upon the sentinels, i 
one of whom was found with 27 dagger wounds It was only after 
the company of Bersaghen was decimated Unit reinforcements of \ 
artillery and cavalry enabled the position to be held. The fighting \ 
continued all day, and out ot the Bcrsaglieri only 40 men remained, 1 
almost all of whom were wounded The captain and one of the \ 
lieutenants were amongst the first to foil f 

“ Whilst this sharp fighting was going on outside Tripoli," (he / 
correspondent says, “ we had the extraordinary sight of an army of * 
25,000 men literally dnven mad with fear by a hundred or so of? 
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Arabs who slipped into the town armed with revolvers. The alarm 
W5M given near the Customs, where the expelled Turks were being 
shipped on board the GahUa % Suddenly shots were fired The 
crowd in a panic fled in all directions. Thousunds of people rushed 
to take refuge at the French Consulate whilst the Italian soldiers 
who were the most terrified of all fired at haphazard. Our Consul 
M. S4on had the doors thrown open, and ordered the Kavass to 
hoist the French flag, but as he was doing so he was saluted with a 
•salvo from the Italians concealed on the roof of the military hospital 
Later on the French governess and children of the Consul were 
threatened as they tried to reach the ternicr. 0 r the ( onMilate Drastic 
repressive measures are now being taken. All the native population 
has been arrested and shut up m the farms to allow of a general 
search for concealed arms. The Arabs are only allowed in the 
streets with a written permit, and the town ^ in a stale of siege, 
nobody being allowed out after sev( n in the evening " 

Londuti, November j 

Despite lliu reiterative denials of the Italian Government fresh 
stories continue to come through with regard to the alleged massacre 
of Arabs by the Italian soldiery. M Cossira, the special corre 
spondent or the Pans fixce/sior , prefaces his letter by saying that 
be instructively attenuates the fact, but tbut Tripoli has just been 
the theatre of one of the reddest dramas of military history He 
goes on: Day and mghi the cannon proclaimed the ubiquity of untir 
ing death It spared none, but it was not this that upset us. lor 
we were at war, and beiore coming hen* wi wen prepared for the 
groans ol the wounded and the sight of the dead But who could 
ever have imagined what wc have had to look on Old men, 
women, and children have been massacred and heaped m piles of 
mo&gletl flesh. Whilst going away from the cavalry post I came 
upon a hundred corpses 1 passed an Arab village and <.ame across a 
whole family dead. One little girl thruu her head inio a box lo avoid 
seeing anything Bullets came whistling fast, and 1 started 
away to find nyaelf near the pnson hospital The prisoners 
here had revolted and killed the colonel and some ofticirs. Every 
one of them had been shot, and walls wrru licspnttered with 
brains and prints of hands in blood Whatever way I take to 
avoid the lorpsts I still find them round the lorms in the middle 
of the market place, within a couplt of hundred >nids from 
the Governor's jialan. His explanation is that the Italians lost 
their heads cnlirel) This sort ol madness that took hold of 
them is their only excuse They had romi to Tripoli certain 
of a victory in overwhelming force, but they hud found a subtle 
foe. They always felt the unseen presence «»f ihc Arab, hidden, 
soft-footed, and nody with Ins dagger. 

Notwithstanding ihis crop of lalsc icpurls, it us cleai that 
Italy has a gigantic la.sk in front of her. That this is realised 
to some extent is evident from the announcement that Ihc Ministry 
of War has ordered the recall lo Lhe colours of reservists of the 
1889 numbering 90,000 men These* will replace the troops 
which are about to be scut tu Alncu, ihe ex puli Horn* r\ force in Tri 
poli and Cyicnaica will he brought up to a total sLicngth of iou,ooo 
men of whom between 30,0m and 10,000 will he required for 
garrisoning and guarding liie coast towns, the remainder being avail 
able for the advance into the Hinterland Altoguher there will be 
four full divisions, each ol 35,000 men, ami 30 hattcr.i . <s artiller) 
Another cavalry corps will be .sent 

Meanwhile peril is making it*Ht nmnilesi. and th week the 
police and carabiners hau. been set lo work tn discover the identity 
and fundus r,pa awn of certain anan hists, who lire known to be 
carrying on an extensive propaganda among the rank -rd file of the 
troops, especially the reservists, inciting tic kttci, unco they are 
under aims, to tire upon their own cfticeis instead of the encmv 
The news of the existence oi ouch traitors is caching a lent • xpfo 
•ion of indignation tlncAglujnt lJk rnuntr), and the newspapers are 
loudly demanding that Must tli, the anaulust, who, 11: Linker a, fired 
cm his own lieutenant-colonel, Gueseppe Stoop pa, Hounding hiru on 
the shoulder, be immediately court nianalkd .;nd shot 111 the hack as 
an example and a warning to any who may entertain similar mtait.un« 

'lbe position of affairs in Trii>nli grows mrieasingly difficult to 
understand. Definite and detailed statements of one day from one 
side meet within 24 hours with omphalic conn adit tun fron. the 
Other aide, and this procedure bus lieen going on f(>r (he past seven 
’ or eight days with monotonous railway Far instance, on Monday 
v Reuter's cones ponder, t. in a telegi&m from Tupoh by way of Malta, 

1 declared that for three day* last week the Italians had engaged in a 
- systematic slaughter of Arabs, sparing neither women nor children 
l when the spirit of massacre seised Uv-m. The scene of the alleged 
i carnage was a great oasis which occupies many square miles between 
7 Tripoli town and the Italian front to the south. This oasis is the 
home of the wealthy residents and of a large portion of the Arab 
population; and the Italians thinking that their proclamation pro- 
sniiiiiig an amnesty to all who surrendered arms was sufficient 
had allowed the Arabs to remain there, and for some time they 
appeared peaceful and content with the change of Government 
During the flghtirg last week, however, while the Beraaglieri 
were repelling the attack in front they were suddenly and furiously 


attacked by large numbers of Arabs from the oasis. Eventually both* 
attacks were repulsed, but with heavy Italian losses, including many 
massacred while on their way through the oasis to the front. During 
this fighting, says Reuter, there was an outbreak in the town itself,, 
and the troops having recovered from their Surprise rushed forth and 
killed every Arab they met, shooting man? in masses. Orders were 
given, continues the correspondent, to exterminate all Arabs found 
in the oasis. For three days this dread task continued Parries of 
soldiers penetrated through that portion of the oasis, shooting indis¬ 
criminately all whom they met without trial and without appeal. 
Innocent and guilty were wiped out Many of those killed were quite 
young, and many women perished m the confusion * scarcely any 
escaped. Nothing more deplorable hu been witnessed in war for 
many a day Four thousand Arabs calc ulated to have been lulled 
is categorically denied, though these statements purported to have 
come through Reuter. It is suggested in several quarters that they 
actually emanated from a Turkish source in Malta, and yesterday 
they drew from official sources in Italy an emphatic and categorical 
denial. The Italian Premier, Signor Gioletti, states that it betaine 
an imperative necessity lo purge the oasis of the traitors and to' 
punish those of them who had committed some special criminal 
act Those who during the fighting or immediately after were 
found with arms in their hands were shot, says the Premier; those 
who after a regular tnal were found guilty of murder or of 
criminal acts of the kind were sho*. Other Arabs arrested, because 
they had connived at the treachery and had contravened the 
order of the Governor for the surrender of all arms, were transported 
to the number of about 2,700 to Italian islands On the days 1 
following some fresh partial outbreaks of revolts occurred and were 
repressed in the same way. Therefore there was no systematic 
slaughter of unarmed people or of women and children. There* 
was no indiscriminate repression. As the attack upon the rear of 
our troops did not cease, it became necessary to demolish the 
walls, gardens, plantations, and everything in the oasis which 
might offer shelter to the rebels. This was not done until all 
inoffensive Arabs, women and children, had been removed from the 
oasis and hruught in towards Tripoli. On the other band, the 
reports of our wounded show that the enemy perpetrated upon them 
acts of atrocious infamy, as is proved by figures. Two companies of 
Bersagliens of about 400 men lost more than 300 killed and bAd only 
fourteen Hounded. This happened on the spot where we know the 
attack in the rear took place. And if one considers that our troops lost 
altogether 374 killed and little more than 150 wounded, it will be 
evident that such a result would have been impossible unless our 
wuunded liad been massacred during the unequal combat 

Another instance of the difficulty in learning what is really 
happening is afforded by the telegraphic news from Constantinople 
that aftci 'gallant and desperate efforts in the course of which the 
Ottoman trcxjps covered themselves in imperishable glory, Tripoli 
has been retaken and the Italians driven from their stronghold, 
5,000 being killed and 7,000 taken prisoners.” This story was 
corroborated yesterday from Berlin, where telegrams were published 
declaring that the Turkish flag was now flying over four forts round 
Tripoli, that General Caneva hod been taken prisoner, and that 
all the Benghazi forts were once more in the possession of 
the 1'urks. All there reports are emphatically declared to be 
devoid of the slightest foundation, and their origin fvas now been 
1 raced to the ( ommutcc of Union and Progress. Fiom Constanti¬ 
nople came the news yesterday that in the Chamber, the 
President caused to be read a telegram from the Deputy of* 
Tripoli, Suliemnn El. Rfruni, commanding the Arab Volunteer*, 
which said 11 1 reached the coast accompanied by die volunteers 
and delivered a formidable assault on the enemy, who were driven 
nut of their entrenched positions. To-day I am marching on 
Tripoli, ana thanks to Divine assistance shall enter the town. PJ 
Meanwhile the Sultan has given orders that a message shall be sent 
tc Lhe heroes of Tripoli expressing his exceptional satisfaction at 
their success, and conveying Lhe Imperial salutalidhs. 


The 7vnes correspondent corroborated this slaughter story ^ 
as also (fid the Daily Mumr photographer, who had indisputable ■ 
evidence about the shooting of Arabs without trial in several photb- 9 
graphs The correspondent of the Frankfurter Zcitung adds a further t 
statement that the Italians were ordered to shoot women and child- c 
ren. Owing to rigorous censorship none of these reports were j| t 
published in the Italian Press, and great was the indignation when t 
Lhey learned of the outcry m the foreign Press and not less, it may 4 
be said incidentally, is their anger at the Government in preventing * 
war news being published. Apparently Senior GiolittTs etplan&tioa , 
hks been fully accepted by the British Government, for m face of , 
the Premier's denials, says Mr. Asquith, there is nolbiqg more to 
be said. There for the present the matter rests* but it is by 
ro means ended. t 1 

(From the m Timer or India " Correspondent.) 


There seems to be no serious devdopment of affifts ip fjhe 
Red Sea I referred m an earlier letter to the pfocautfrjtyy mea¬ 
sures adopted by the Turks in Mofcha and other Turkish m with 1 
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a view to repel any attacks by Italy on the*c ports. The Turks 
have now increased the gamson of Mokha by some thousands of 
Imperial troops and Yemenite Volunteers and are reported to have 
despatched a force of Turkish troops and Arab Volunteers to the 
Shaikh Saeed Fortress, which is some distance from Perim. It 
seems unlikely, however, that the Turks will take any offensive 
action against Erythrea, unless Italy attacks any of their ports. 
The telegrams published in the Egyptian papers that the Turks have 
invaded Erythrea, in spite of the vigilance of Italian warships, 
finds no credence in well-informed circles here. The rumour that 
a large force of Abyssinian Muhammadans have advanced against 
Erythrea is also not confirmed. If, however, the Italian warships 
now in the Red Sea bombard Turkish ports it is possible that 
the Turks in Mokha may affect a landing in Ruhaita, a place on 
the coast about so miles from Mokha within Italian limits, and from 
there advance on Massowa. In the meantime the Italian authori¬ 
ties in Erythrea are reported to liave made similar preparations and 
are prepared for eventualities. They have now got four warships 
in the Red Sea. The L J o, the Anlhusa, Voltumo and the Staffetta, 
and another Italian warship ls expected in Massowa in a few days. 


The Feeling in India. 

The following telegram has been sent to the Grand Vizier of 
Constantinople.— 11 Madras Persians congratulate Turkey on its 
victory over the forces of barbarous and brutal Italy. They hope 
that it will keep up the dignity of the Caliphate in saving Tslara from 
the present peril.'’ 

A great Town Hall meeting at Benares to express sympathy for 
the sufferers in the Tuikoltalian war took place on the 13th 
November under the presidency of Mahamahopadya Rakhal Das 
Nayrana. The meeting was composed of Rajas, Moulvics, Maha- 
niahnpadyas, and people of all clauses and creeds, The hall was 
packed to its full. The meeting was opened by s speech from 
the Raja of Tahirpur who, on rising, was received with prolonged 
applause. 'I*he Raja said they felt, probably for the first time in 
the modern history of Hindustan, that Muhammadans, Christians 
■ud Hindus, are members of the one and the same house, limbs 
of the one and the same body, fingers of the one hand—the hand 
which holds the destiny ot the land The right hand Has got 
a pain at this moment, and the left hand, the Hindus, by natural 
instinct, has now come forward to its side to soothe it. They 
appealed to the British Government to extend its hands of peace 
towaids Tripoli, to separate the combatants and to stay he uar 
The following resolutions were unanimously passed:—Tliat the 
citizens, oi Benares assembled in the meeting unanimously resolve 
to co-operate with the Red Crescent Society to help the sufferers 
of the Turko-ltalian War. Proposed by Raja Nittananda Sing, 
seconded by Moulvi Muhammad Umar, and supported by Moulvi 
Abdul Masud. “That an appeal be mode to the Government 
uf India to grant qualified Indians permission to help the wounded 
and the needy.'" Proposed by Dr. Haj; N. R. All, and seconded by 
Babu Gyanendra Lai Moitra. 11 That in v’ew of the religious friction 
occurring in India from time to ume, it is imperative that Indians, 
Hindus, Muhammadans, and Christians and ocher sects, should unite 
togethei to fouu a permanent Society to amicably settle ditfcrerccs 
before they assume any harmful aspect and that the presidents of 
the Society be elected by rotation from the above commun 1 ties, 1 * 
Proposed by Moulvi Ishaque Beg, seconded by Babu Kali Prassonna 
Chatterjee, and supported by Babu fthutb NaUi Chatter jet. 11 That 
ip view of the ever increasing difficulties caused by keqnng Ihe 
Hindu sea voyage question unsettled, this meetup w of opinion that 
the Bharat Dharma Mahamandal should tAke immediate steps to 
im ite a conference of the leading pundits of India Lu pronounce 
their collective opiniun definitely on the matter " Proposed by 
Babu Doorga Charan Mukherji, SeneUrv, Sanmj pjiksa oava and 
seconded by Pudfiit Bisnu Duu Dube “That to curry, (tap intentions 
uf the above resolutions a Central Committee be formed m Benares 
and that it be empowered to add to their number ” Promised by 
Moulvi Abdul Hamid, and seconded by Babu Jogesh^handra Roy, 
laic Personal Assistant id the Maharajah of Mourbhanj. Telegrams 
arid tetters of sympathy were received from very many Indian Chiefs, 
Rajahs, Nawabs and others, from out of which the following were read 
at the meeting:—His Highness the Maharaja of Cooch Behar, Sir 
Gurudaa Baaerji, the. Maharaja of Susang, the Maharaja of Gidhour, 
the Hon. Syed Mohammed of Madras, Rajah Peary Mohan Mukerji, 
Stead Hasan Imam of Patna, Babu Sarodacharan Mitra, Nawab 
Hamid Ah, Mr. Syed Ahmed of Lucknow, Moulvi Nizamuddin 
Haste, Dr. SatuChandra Banerji, Babu Jotindraoalh Roy, Moulvi 
Natiruddhl Hasan, the Honorary Secretary' of the Red Crescent 
Society of Lacknow 

A mass meeting of the Mussulmans of Ullapara and it* neigh¬ 
bouring villages was held to protest against the Italian war of 
tggiesUiQn About joo Mussulmans assembled in the meeting. 
Great enthusiasm prevailed. The following resolutions were passed 
unan imously That prayers be offered in every Mosque for thu 
victory of the Turkish Army, every day after prayer and especially 
'after every Friday prayer, that the Italian goody be boycotted by 


the Mussalmans, that subscriptions be raised and be sent to the 
Indian Red Cressent Society, Calcutta, through the president, who 
was elected treasurer The Poramanicks and Mundles promised to 
raise subscriptions from their villages every Friday after Friday 
prayers After offering prayer for the success of Turkey the meeting 
dissolved. 


The Feeling in Egypt. 

11 Ai l Moslem countries are being affected by this Italian-Turkjsh , * 
war—Egypt particularly,” writes a resident in Egypt to the Daily ; 

Mirror . “ A Beduin chief, who had been talking loudly m the \ 

bazaars about the preparations he was making to go to Tripoli, visited 
lx>rd Kitchener, at the latter’s request. He repeated his remarks 1 
after a little gentle persuasion, and Lord Kitchener said: 1 I’m glad r 
to hear that you and your men like fighting. We must see about [ 
making room for you in the Egyptian army * As the dearest privilege i 
of the Beduin is his exemption from military service, I rather fancy t 
that less will be heard in future about the fighting proclivities of the ' 

Beduin chiefs ” | 

An exciting scene took place at the Egyptian Theatre, Cairo, 
where an Arabic play was being staged before a large audience It 
was announced that between the third and fourth acts a native poet 
wuuld recite some verses which he had recently composed dealing 
with the present situation of affairs in Egypt. After the curtain hod 
fallen on Act III, the poet duly appeared at the footlights and pro¬ 
ceeded to introduce himself to the expectant audience in a snort 
speech. It appeared (hat he was an Arab follower of Sheikh 
Baialel-Cumcni, and that his name was Sheikh-el-Teftazam 

Dressed in flowing Oriental robes, the Sheikh made a pictu¬ 
resque figure a* he began to declaim his verses in sonorous Arabic 
phrases The first three verses ran as follows :— 

“Ob, people, of the Nile, that Sacred River, keep the 
Commandants of Allah, for Allah is Great ! " 

“ We perceive a Dog, playing the trick of a Fox against the 
Lion that protects the Crescent and makes it victorious." 

“ We ourselves are Young Lions, but without our H&d we are 
unable 10 take our share with the rest of the World in winning 
Glory ” 

What more the pott would have said nobody can tell, fdr at 
this moment there was a commotion at the door of the theatre, and 
the Mainour of the distuct was seen to force his way in at the head 
of a party of policemen. Striding to the front he ordered the 
frightened poet to come down front the stage and leave the theatre, 
which he did with the utmost expedition . 

An immense number of poems on die subject have been pro- , 
duced in Egypt, says the Egyptian Gazette during the lost few 
weeks. For instance, Khalil Effendi Matran, the well-known Syrian, s'\ 

poet of Cairo, publishes a lengthy Arabic poem in the Maayad 
calling the nauon to spare no efforts in supporting the Imperial Ot¬ 
toman Government against the “ aggressors.” The poet extols the 
heroism of the Arabs and the Turks who boast of a noble history full 
of glorious events of triumph and grandeur. 

Hossan El Kayah, an Egyptian poet, publishes another poem in 
the Lewa on the same subject He tells the Italians thai Tripoli 
which they have been foolishly thinking to lie in the hollow of their 
hand is still as far from them as the sky “ . . The lions of 

Tripoli are always ready to devour the men of Italy.” 

(From ihk “Near East" Correspondent) 

Cairo, October b. 

A uUF*noN that the people of Egypt might be expected to 
know something about, but which in reality they know less than 
almost anyone else, is the war between Italy and Turkey—if war it 
may be called To prove how little we know, a glance at the local 
papertf will show that what 19 one day put forward as a fact is the 
next day authoritatively stated to be untrue The native papers—or, 
to be more accurate, those having extreme tendencies—have not 
failed to seize the opportunity of finding fault with the Government • 
for doing this or neglecting that One, known as Misr-el-Fatat, 
which has distinguished itself hitherto by sailing as close to the 
wind as possible without capsizing, has at last been suppressed by 
the strong hand of the Prime Minister, Mohammed Pasha Said. 

The suppression took place under the law of 1881 and the subsequent 
decisions of the Council of Ministers relative thereto. The parti¬ 
cular offence was the publication, os recently as the 4th instant, of an 
article of an extremely violent nature, attacking the Government and 
accusing it of taking the part of Italy against the Ottoman Empire. 

From the perfectly reasonable point of view of the Government the 
article was calculated to disturb the peace of the country, and, very 
rightly, the extinction of the paper followed. It is unnecessary to 
enter into the details of the article in question; it is an ill-considered 
effusion, with nothing to recommend it—least of all truth. Without 
loss of tune arrangements have already been made to replace 
Fatal by a paper, published hitherto as a weekly in Tantah, 

x 
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known as El-Adi This is the journal, as some of your readers 
may remember, that took the place of Al-Alam when it suffered 
suspension about eighteen months ago. 

Hut, speaking generally, the war has caused practically no excite¬ 
ment and very little interest. As ] have already indicated, wc know 
nothing or next to nothing beyond the fact that the attitude ol both 
the Egyptian and the Turkish Government, has been strictly correct 
in respect to the war. I have good reason to know that the 
Ottoman High Commissioner has called personally upon I<ord 
Kitchener. What transpired lias not as yet been made public, but 
in well-informed quarters it is believed that the Sublime Porte has, 
through its High Gmimi^sioncr, expressed its Appreciation of the 
position of neutrality Egypt has taken up. * 

Rumours have been in circulation that Turkey desired to draw 
upon Egypt for troops, (he number of which has been variously 
stated as 10,000 and 18,000 men, also that Turkey intended to 
march her forces through Egypt to reach Tripoli. Those who have 
suggested such acts on ihe part of Turkey arc evidently unaware, 
firstly, that they would constitute an act of war, and, secondly, that 
Ismail Pasha, Khedive of Egypt, purchased his independence many 
years ugo, except in so far as concerned thL su/tminty, which to-day 
is little more tlian nominal 

Reports, equally devoid of reason or foundation, hu\e been 
put into circulation that certain of the lights on Egyptian lighthouses 
Were not to be permitted to shine by order of the Turkish Govern 
rocnl. Af-Ganda pretends to voice the wishes ol the Moderate 
party when it calls upon the Egyptian (iuvernment to obey the 
behests of 'Turkey, little dreaming tTiat the alleged behests art purely 
imaginary. Af-Afttm, priding itself as representing a national party 
which, as a matter of lart, has ceased to exist —the paper m reality 
being carried on by a group of lawyers, who use it as an advertising 
medium—bombastically desires that Lite Italians will find a ghastly 
death at the hands of the Turks who arc anxiously awaiting them 
should they venture to land in Tripoli This prophecy does not 
appear lo have been borne out by past events It is by such vapid 
efforts that the extreme Press has endeavoured to incite popular feel¬ 
ing on behalf of the Turks But the people are 4 learly apathetic in 
regard to the whole question of the war, and the opinion is gaming 
ground that, given no complications from beyond, hostilities will not 
be greatly prolonged 

General Geneva, has obliged the war t'onespondents to sign a 
boirijpledging their honour to abstain from sending any news except 
AlWpii the headquarter's staff 'The Italian, French, and German 
representatives complied, but Lhr British correspondents Hally 
refused, and are consequently expecting expulsion very shortly 
This action is attributed to the fear of leakage of information regard 
mg the mistakes made hy the Italian forces. For instance, a large 
party of natives, mostly women, were returning from a funeral 00 
Friday into the town ol Tripoli and were challenged by Italian 
soldiers and asked to uncover their laces. Tht-y refused, on religions 
grounds, and were fired upon, one woman lieing killed and out 
wounded. Other incidents indicating bad treatment of the natives 
have aroused much indignation. 

An Appeal to the Moslem World. 

It is at a moment of great national danger Lhat this appeal 
is being addressed 10 you. To-day, it 1$ only a danger To morrow 
it might assume the form of a disaster and a calamity May God 
therefore guide you to avert it! 

There is no time fur hesitation. Do not, therefore, indulge n: 
discussing the importance of those that isuio this appeal It is 
a there necessary lormaltly that compels us to attach our names 
to it. Though it appears in our names, : l is really the appeal of 
every Muslim to all other brother-Muslim*. 

Muslims in many harts of the world are busy devising means 
of rendering some service to an Islamic Empire m peril Wc abo. 
its Muibms from different parts of the world, beg Lo Uy before you 
our humble scheme. We do not claim any originality lor it. 
But we do claim that it is a scheme which, it worked out according 
to our reasonable expectations, will decisively demonstrate to the 
world the fact that Muslim lotidorny is not a fable but a reality. 

The scheme is simple but effective. It demands the simplest 
form of organisation and ihe organisation itself involves no expense. 
We propose that, on the day of bed-ud-Ddhs, a collection he mode 
in every mosque in the world for what wc propose to roll “ The 
Muslim World Gedod pdh* Turkish Navy Fund ' 

We are sending out this appeal to every Muslim newspaper, 
journal, and magazine that wo know or have heard of. We request 
such newspapers, journals or magarines that do not receive this to 
pardon us for our omission and to oblige us by publishing it m 
their respective papas ax soon as they become aware of it We 
also beseech m Muslims that con read, to read it out to those 


also beseech au Muslims thar con read, to read it out to those 
tbit cannot; and *11 Muslims that hear of it to speak about and 
explain it to those dun may have not. 


To ensure some degree of uniformity in the systems of 
collections, we beg to draw your attention to what appears to 
us the simplest method of working out Ihe scheme. We presume, 
however, that you will introduce into qur proposals such changes 
and modifications as local conditions* and circumstances might 
demand. 

lit the congregation of each mosque appoint—do not waste 
time 111 proposing, seconding and voting—in consultation with the 
Imam, two, three four ov more men (according to the size of the 
congregation) Lo be known as “ collectors." Do not quarrel over 
who the collectors are and are not to be. All the Muslim* of the 
world will shore the honour lhat will be their due for having 
rendered a service to Islam Do not, therefore, mar the grandeur 
of your work by coveting for false honours. On the day of the Ecd, 
immediately after the prayers, let the collectors go round the 
congregation and collect what each has the power to gi\e Let 
then the collectors count up the whole amount obtained and the 
I mam of the mosque announce this at once to the congregation 

Next, take three plain sheets of paper and write on each the 
following particulars — 

*■ Tht Muslim World Ktd-ud-Duha iurkish Navy fund'* 

Name of mosque District m which situated ... Name of rity 

Town or vilUgc . Country. 

Amounted collected. 

(gross, from which ate to 
he deducted postal and 
other (liarges) 

Collectors — 

... 11 [mam 

Witnesses j 2 

Of the three copies of this statement send one to the priDiipal 
newspaper of the plot e, the second to the address of the convener 
mentioned under this appeal, and forward the third in a registered 
, wer as well ax the money collected to the address of — 

Central Office of the 

I’anathi-Milliyya-i Jameealhi, 

(National Service Association), 

Constantinople 

Do nut send money 111 the form of notes, etc , enclosed in an 
envelope, but through the Postal Department or An a< credited bank. 

It now remains for us tn appeal to you to do everything that 
lie* in your power to make the scheme h thorough success. Do not 
escape your responsibilities by throwing in a copper as you would 
to a beggar in the street, but make one huge effort to give all you 
ran as if it *»-rrr lo we your life, aye your honour, for we are 
inviting you to do no less than save your honoui, without which 
your life is not worth living Those of you that arc Living under non- 
Muslim Govf rnmenrs possess u certain amount of prestige amongst 
your rulers, not because you are Muslims, but because your 
ro-religionisls still count amongst the rulers of the world I«t these 
Muslim countries go, and your lot will be of the once great but 
now the most unfortunate of peoples—the Jews 

It i' universally recognised in Euro|ie that the only reason ol the 
inability of Turkey to check the aggression of Italy to-day is her 
want of an affluent navy. 'There is all the truth in the statement of 
;ir important German paper, that six Dreadnoughts in possession of 
Turkey would have completely reversed Ihe proxpects of the present 
war. I /cl not this impotence last a») longer. To-day it is Italy; 
tc-morrow it might be another of d c European powers, to whom, in 
the words of the Tauin “ treaties are merely instruments of decep¬ 
tion which may be destroyed when any advantage is to be gained 
(hereby." 

Turkish people, men and women, are doing their best to 
strengthen the hands of the Government by contributing to its 
finances. The Constantinople correspondent of an English paper 
reports that 11 keenest patriotism is being shown by all the Turkish 
women. Many of them havr given their jewels, their fortunes, 
their valuable property, including priceless carpets, to swell the 
fund for equipping the fighting forces/’ The same correspondent odd* 
that 11 one of tne influential women has even addressed an open letter 
to her sisters and appeals to their patriotism and devotion to their 
country in these words -— 1 Whereas our men ore for away fighting, 
helping to maintain our nation in its struggle against aggression, we 
women will defend it nearer home. We would even abopdota our 
very children in their cradles and die from the enemy's bullet* and 
bayonets, rather than see the sacred soil of our land trampled on by 
the enemy. 111 'The correspondent remarks that (f her words ore now 
ringing through the land.* 1 

Con the same pathetic words fail to excite yohr sympathy ? 
"No," we say emphatically "No!" The spirit of Islam cannot 
he so insensitive. We invite you to demonstrate this to the world* 
As to the nature of your answer we have no doubts. 

Abdul Latrw SAyood, Convener 

(Hyderabad, Deccan India)* 
Salaml-Axm (Damascus, Syria). 
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Khaml Ai i (Constantinople). 

' Hasan I ha hi (Candia, Crete) 

Mustapha Mahkr (Alexandria). 

Mirza Saouvk Baig (Kabul, Afghanistan). 

Hi’ssain Nosrat (Cairo). 

University Union, 

; igth October igu Edinburgh, Scotland. 

P'S ,—All Muslim papers and other papers m sympathy with our 
object please ropy. 

|.Vfif —Wo fear I he de spilth of funds from India lo Turkt) for r.iu.iiig a Navy 
nill be an act ogninit neutrality ulule llie War lasts. But the idea of 
i collection cm the tod day is n good one, and we hope effortv will foe 
made lo collect funds fur Ihe war sufferers of whom there must la 
thousands, thank'* to the brutality of Italy. No Moslem can (rent this 
fed us a festival while Lhcre is a single v»ji sufferer unrelieved. 
Fd. Commute] * 


The Moslem League’s Representation. 

The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Offic* 

Sir,— I am directed by the Committee of the London All-India 
K Moslem league to respectfully invite the attention of the Right 
Honorable the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the strong 
and natural feeling of indignation that has been aroused among the 
Muhammadan subjects of His Majesty m all parts of the world, and 
especially in India, at the attack on Turkey by a Christian Power 
wtucli, whilst maintaining an appearance of friendliness, had been 
secretly preparing for a war of aggression with the avowed object of 
spoliation. The lomuiiitce view with grave apprehension this 
feeling, which they a e sure will deepen and grow, if this one-sided 
war is allowed to continue to the disadvantage and hLimiliation of the 
Julian people and dominions As the seizure of Tripoli is represent 
ed by Lhe Italians as a triumph of the Cross over the Crescent they 
fear an impression will be created in the Mussalmau world that it is 
t. religious war at which the rest ol Christendom is looking on 
unmoved The f 'ominittec believe the legacy of hatred and bitterness 
this impression will lease behind will be most deplorable from every 
point of view. 

'Ihc Committee feel that our Empire has the greatest stake 
in the maintenance of peace in the Near East and Asia They, 
therefore, earnestly beg to urge liis Majesty’s Government to use 
their good offices Lo bring about a termination of hostilities on 
terms winch, whilst maintaining the integrity and the honour and 
prestige of the Ottoman Empire in the eyes of all Mussalmans, 
might satis I y legitimate Italian aspirations for economic puvileges. 

In submitting this respectful representation the Committee have 
•^specialty in mind the interests of the British Empire and the effect 
this wjr of aggression unparalleled in the history of modem times is 
likely to have on the feelings of their Mussulman fellow-subjects, for 
they arr convinced if once the idea becomes general among the 
Indian Mussalmans that the Christian nations of Europe view with 
• omplacency, if not with approval, the dismemberment of Islamic 
' countries and hostile attacks on thcr most ciierlshed traditions, it 
will leave them exposed »o the malign influences which seek to under 
mine British rale in Ind’A 

The Committee have no doubt that these considerations art 
present in the minds of His Majesty’s Government, but they nevei- 
dieless feel it their supreme d ity lo their Sovereign and the 
' Empire to place their opinions before the Right Honorable the 
Secretary of State m the fcrven’ hope that the voice of England wih 
; ante more be effectively raised in the cause of humanity and justice 

I have Lhe honor to he, 

• . Sir, 

' * ' m Yout niobt obedient servant, 

(Sd) M. Ka£ 1M ftaSAIN, 
Honorary Secretary 


.Holy War against War. 

Mr. W. i. Stead telegraphed from Constantinople on rsLh Octo 
1 ber .—A Holy War for arbitration has been appn ved by the Sultan. 
I The friends of peaco are to be congratulated. A decision was taken 
| to-day by the Turkish group of the Interparliamentary Union to 
J declare a Holy War against war and for arbitration. When media- 
* tion fails owing to an Italian refusal to recognise the Sultan’s 
[ sovereignty over Tripoli, the Turks will appeal to the Hague Tribunal, 
and through the Interparliamentary Union groups will begin a 
' r vigorous campaign in every country represented at the &gue 
v Conference. 

' A delegation of six Senators and Members of Parliament repre- 
' anting as many nationalities, and thus demonstrating Ottoman unity 
' ' at this crisis, will go from capital to capital preaching tbe Holy War 
< \ against international brigands who refuse to submiVtheir action to 
; |th£ international tribunal they helped to create. At pfcch capital they 
/will be joined by another delegate from that national group, and the 


delegation will grow like a snowball till it reaches tandon. Public 
meetings will be held everywhere. 

An appeal to the nations has been signed by the Grand Virier, 
the Sheikh-ul Islam, the Greek Patriarch, the Bulgarian ex-arch, and 
the Armenian Catholics. They will summon all honest men to 
insist upon Italy’s submitting her claim to the Hague Tribunal, 
subscription fund of £20,000 is to be raised for the purpose The 
Sultan gives the first .£1,000 and will give his blessing to the 
preachers of this Jehad of peace when they start 


Interview with Ahmed Riza Bey. 

1 had a very interesting conversation with Ahmed Riza Bey, the 
President of the Chamber or Deputies, writes the Daily Express, 
Constantinople correspondent It was interesting because it 
defined in the words of one of the most Liberal and intelligent men 
in Turkey exactly what this country expects from British foreign 
policy at the present fateful moment, and because it led inevitably 
Lo the tacit perception of the extent to which expediency rather than 
n&Lional honour perforce controls the foreign relations of every 
country. 

Ahmed Riza is a tall, grey-bearded man who has, spent twenty 
years of Ins life in political exile in Pans. 

I asked him wliat he, as an Ottoman statesman, thought of the 
attitude of England in the matter of Tripoli 

He answered quickly and earnestly, 11 England’s duty at the 
present moment touche 1 * closely her national honour. England 
pledged her faith by the Treaty of Berlin and other treaties to 
maintain the integrity of the Ottoman dominions If she wishes to 
preserve the value of her word solemnly given Bhe cannot stand by 
and see Tripoli taken from Turkey without a protest" 

“ What form should the protest take ?” 

“ A demand for a Conference of the Powers under England's 
lead, to charge themselves with the development of Tripoli and the 
removal of any such disadvantages as those which Italy alleges to 
be the base of her action. A Turkish Governor-General could be 
appointed, who would be guaranteed by the Powers. England could 
say, for instance, 1 We will undertake the building of railways in 
Tripoli ’ We should give concessions to Englishmen to carry out 
the industrial development of the province. According to what JL am 
told, Italy did not warn England of her intention to annex Tripoli. 
If England was thus taken by surprise she has every right to address 
a protest to Italy. By so doing sne would make a moral conquest 
of Turkey, lor we are a grateful people.' 

r J uning to the question which plays one of the most important 
parts in the whole situation—that of the relations between England 
and'Turkey—Ahmed Riza replied to my suggestion that the sympathy 
of the English public with Turkey rendered the present a favourable 
moment to strengthen the feeling of friendship between the two 
nations into an entente. 

II There is nothing I could desire more. We have based our 
Constitution on that of England and we are your political pupils. 
If England has doubted our friendliness she has done so without 
■uuon. Ask the English people what act o r Turkey since the found 
mg of the Constitution, they can point to as being ill-disposed 
iowards Great Britain ? On the other hand, what has England done 
for 'Turkey during that time ? " 

“ In what particular instance has England neglected Turkey ? ' r 

I asked. 

11 England was always pressing for reform in 'Turkey while tho 
despotism of Abdul Hamid continued We hoped to see her take 
an a-live part in our development, sending us English engineers and 
English capital.” 

11 But surely you have always given preference to German en¬ 
gineers ’and German enterprise ? ” 

11 When a country is in the condition of Turkey,” he replied, 

II she lakes hold of the fust hand stretched out towards her. It has 
always been the German hand that was nearest " 


Italy’s Task. 

An officer of Egyptian Police writes as follows to the Daily 
Mail —Out of Egypt into the Tripoli hinterland a man may go by 
many routes—there are at least three tracks across the Lybian desert 
—but he is not likely to return unless he has been lucky enough to 
gain the friendship of a Scnoussi chief. The perils and the dis¬ 
comforts of the journey are as nothing compared with the dangers of 
visiting the Senou&su in their own country uninvited. 

The word 11 country ” does not to our English mind convey 
anything like a correct impression of those vast and desolate regions 
that lie behind the Tripolitan coast line and stretch in endless repeti¬ 
tion across the great Sahara to the marshes of take Chad. It is not 
a country It is the waterless bed of a dead ocean, the sands of 
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which have been blown into mountain ridges by a million yeans 
of wmd ever blowing in the same direction. These, sand-hills 
are being endlessly moved to leeward, and in the valleys between 
brackish water is sometimes to be found, if one digs for it, these 
places which are few and far between are dignified by the name of 
wells—but an English village pond in the Lyhian desert would be 
called a lake, and so a puddle is looked upon as a w ell These 
puddles often lie in a chain of eight or ten along a sand hill valley, 
and then that valley is called an oasis. But thi sand hills mote, the 
puddles eva|>orate, the palm and sparse vegetation are smothered, 
the oasis ceases to exist, and man. bowing to the uitvilable, moves 
on seeking fresh puddles to pitch lus tents beside ' 

To live—to exist in such a region—requires untiring energy, a 
constitution of iron, and a spirit capable of beifpng the unkmdest 
blows of fate with equanimity 'ilie Arabs of the desert lire fatalists 
of necessity. The elaborate puddle, result of ten yuirV delving, the 
barley patch, the jailrn grove, may be blotted out of * msIhkc by a 
six hours' gale. The Arab does not sit down and un p , he gathers 
together his wives, his sons and daughters collect his little flock of 
sheeps, packs all his possessions on the botkv of whatever camels he 
is lucky enough to possess (or steal), and sets out afoot to seek a new 
water hole and to commence hie afresh 

Living the life he does his two most prei mus possessions are his 
rifle and hm camel , the former not only protects him and lux from 
covetous neighbour*), but at certain seasons nl the year helps to till 
his larder Ammunition is acarrc and priceless, so the Arab is an 
economist , seldom does lie waste a cartridge lie shoots to hit, 
and he invariably succeeds. 

The Senouisix are not a tribe, bur u religious society whifh 
has proselytised every Muhammadan between Algi rm and the Nde, 
the Mediterranean, and Lake Tchad In the math i .if religion 
the Senoussis are as fanatic as the dervishes of the Sudan, hut with 
a fanaticism based upon the pride of race rather than on the lusts 
of the flesh Nowhere in all the world is honour stall n vital factor 
in everyday life as in ihis wild region 


Letters to the Press. 


England and the Tripolitan Raid. 

To tiik Kmiou ot rnh “ Nmion ,J 
hm,— Return mg to my home in Italy, l find a ,‘h .h nmision 
of writing tu yon and your readers on the subject nf sci i«*t nil nines, 
secret ententes^ ami secret arrangement' In the prrxinL • a.e it is v 
u secret arrangement,” and, this lime, not with I* mine, but with 
Italy, (\rtftin ol my ItAlmn IriewK who have not joined the 
appalling Jingo chorus fthe word 11 traitor" freely applied to dis 
Hidcnts, and fl boycott ol thi (irjphu dcndcfi 1 ), have consider 
ably staggered me by the ■lAlcmejU that, whiuevir she moral or 
immoral aspen of Italy's Tripohtnn Raid bis r.ui onl; hen, poltti- 
cally “necessary, 1 ' Init, what is i« v**ry d.flfWm.l mailer, has been 
made with the preliminary consent of “the Pimm,'' and inosi 
particularly of England. Even the muM absolutely L'lkr.d among 
cay Italian friends, an economist who hod at first *.ligma‘isitx’. the 
Tripolitan Raid as madness, has since come tu me saying, “ This 
business may turn out Lo be folly on our part. but it appeal i that 
Italy was rliSttnt i/y nh <>u raged tu gu to Tup' h by 
And another friend, very conversant in diplomACc and ministerial 
circle*, whote similar fxcuw I thought I bid silenced by a mlUclion 
of leading art ides from the Westmukltt Uasftb\ jiow wires mo 
as follows — 


T will not enter into gcii.ru! discussions on the mm 1 !*) of 
nations, and I entirely respect youi jvoinr if mus Hut 1 must 
assure you that w? hthi ,t firfhmiiMrv a^ntt^ert with the otb*r 
fhtvtrs, iVrt'iy shnuU iv t"ne fatten jv ». u step m ifrmt it, 
L can understand the contradiction between dm cunsc.it and the 
blame poured on us by the ofth ml i. hv.mntan and mote pari- 
cularly English prexs, ihrie arc tunes when a lerhun ngrecment has 
to ba conic tu, oven when on* does noi like it You must bcai in 
mind that if we bad not gone to Tnpuh, England. o> (jet many, or 
France, would have gone, and that would hit vi upxtr in mgs mu eh 
worse, it would have been thj •.park lighting a mnvv rsal confla¬ 
gration. 77 /f.i w the only n m w. I ha 1 jtky thi v hm c let .«.> 11 

Now, remark that this specially weU-i Monnod i orson doe 4 * not 
say that these are the rvasons w’nj Europe has migrated the 
Tripolitan Raid after it has taken pine* ; (hr passage I have quoted 
tefere to n pulmvmry arranges<mt- 

11 The Agreement with the other Powers uar ihete >Ve should 
never have taken that step without i/." 


Now supposing 'his Italian notion to be tiue, Men either fa) 
European Press (and more especially the English, including th* 
liter the Westminster which avowedly represents the 
I Party) baa known all along of the permission given to 
elcss (foi Heaven knows what hypocritical motives I) 
c Italy for doing precisely what Italy is as officially 



allowed to do, or fb) European Governments (tapecially the English 
one) have secretly given Italy permission to raid Tripoli in the teeth 
of the unanimous opposition which eren the Ministerial Press has 
subsequently expressed, and which those Governments must evidently 
have foreseen. Or is there a still more mbnitrous explanation: fcj 
that European Governments (especially the English one) have been 
so little in touch with the feelings and judgment of the nations they 
stand fur as to give permission for the Tripolitan Raid under the 
sincere impression that public opinion would back up Italy's action, 
and justify the hidden arrangements ? Of course, my own belief is 
that such a 11 preliminary agreement ” to raid Tripoli exists only in 
the uneasy conscience of the ririre scrupulous and thoughtful 
Italians, and in the Jingo imagination of the less scrupulous or less 
intelligent ones But I think that the supposition is worthy of 
English Liberals' attention, just because it bears upon the subject of 
those secret international agreements, ententes (cordial or otherwise), 
about which I ventured to write to you recently from France, and of 
which your leader of last Saturday admonished a Liberal Govern¬ 
ment to make a complete end in the future — Yours, iSrc., 

"Vminon Lee " 

October 24, 1911. 


England and Egypt- 

To the EmiOR o- jhe “Near K%vr. w 

Sik,—A s one who has taken a deep interest m Egjpt and the 
Egyptians for the last quarter of a century, 1 beg your indulgence to 
offer an authentic explanation or the persistent and false rumour? 
circulated from linn, tu time by mischievous continental agencies. 

For years u has been the aim of the German and Austrian Govern¬ 
ments to induee England to “regularise” her position m Egypt, < 
which is merely another lorm of urging this country to commit the , 
gravest blunder possible by proclaiming the annexation of thu part ; 
of the Ottoman Empire. It is an insane proposal. 

I am simply quoting the opinion of the late Lord Duffcnn in \ 

1 38 z when I state that 11 whatever the misdeeds of Lhe Sultan or \ 

his Government may have been, it would be the height of Tolly to t 

incorporate the territories of Egypt with the dominions of ihe * 

UriLish Crown, quite apart from the dishonesty of such a pro¬ 
ceeding r 

It 'Aiinot be assert* d too often lint whatever emus wtre 
matin in dealing with Araln Italia or by the unlnrtuna'e employ 
i.iuit nl Genem! Gordon, the Foreign Office has wisely turned 
a deal ear to all proposals for a dcourlurt from tht wist and 
geiuioiis policy laid iIgaii by Lord Duffcrin thirty jiars wgo and - 
pursuit d by Loid f rium r »«th unwavering courage We rcmgmic 
the *u/trnmty of iIk MiHaii, Mh aulliont) of the Khedive, and [ 
the duly ul tin, country to Inc eleven millions of rulers who } 
inhabit th«- valley ol tilt Nile. t 

Vours truly, 1 

Hinry Wvlpoif. * 

t(j, St fuu j >qnare y Luiutun , S W 

U)th (J, if,her tQtt 


Press Opinion. 

The '* Nalion." 

It i,s by an inevitable logic that hall the newspapers of Europe « 
have gossiped tins week abunl ihe Turkish quest lor an ally. We do l 
not, Aj u fail, know tha: 'J jrkey is seeking an alliance, nor need we 
assume that tin. search has really begun But this we may assume 
viLlioiit the aid of any sf«cml correspondent^ that the mind ! 
if cverv Tuik who thinks At all^ whethei lie be in 01 out of office, 1 
is necessarily busted on this problem. 'The disaster to which Turkey 
■ exposed at tins moment is the consequence, primarily, of her j 
isolation in Europe Italy could not have out on her aggression % 
11 the Ottoman Empire had belonged, evtn vaguely, to eithci of the 
two European groups and it Italy had risked it in spite of such lies, 
some deusive act of mediation or intervention must ere now have* 
been a 1 tempted. This thing has happered because Europe is 

riven by a profound chasm, and becaase Turkey stood decidedly on 
neither side of the gulf. The necessity that Turkey should range ’ 
herself with one oarty or the other may be seen with equal cleartcra 1 
from nn> one of tr ree standpoints. Mediation is a service which mlist 
involve, for the Power which undertakes it, some measure of losa or 
risk. If tliat Power 19 to secure for Turkey better terms than Italy i 
would spontaneously grant it must face in some dome (be chrann \ 
of Italy, and Turkey must, therefore, pay her new fiumd forliialms. f 
In the second place, Turkey haa learned that no regard for the l 
decencies tnd conventions of civilised usage wiR prot^t her from { : 
aggression, and against that permament danger she must se$. a f " 
guarantee. In the third place, it is evident that her defensive; 1 
arrangements will always be incomplete until she can afford to bsM* ' 
a fleet, or else to borrow at need the fleet of some aUied Powferi \ 
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For Tripoli is only the extreme instance of the importance of sea- 
power in defence. Her islands in the ASgean could be snatched from 
her as easily aa Tripoli, Albania and the Yemen, both probable centres 
of unrest, are both unconnected by rail with any of her great centres 
of population and concentration, and neither could be held for long 
if she were to lose the power to send reinforcements and munitions 
by sea. No railroads serve the vast and difficult countr) which is 
exposed to Russian invasion through the Caucasus, and until the 
railway reaches Baghdad, the Persian Gulf is the key to another great 
area of potential riches and possible disturbance It is a com¬ 
monplace that nearly all her chief cities lie exposed to bombardment. 
| Everything points to the necessity of an alliance, and, if possible, 
fan alliance with a leading Naval Power. 


If sentiment were to guide the Turks in the choice of an ally, 
their choice might be embarrassed between Germany and Britain 
Tradition speaks for us, and recent tics for our rival If interest 
were to weigh alone with them, they would certainly wish to turn 
to the Triple Entente. To them the advantages of that 
connection are overwhelming We alone, if wc cared to do 
it, could adequately guarantee their position at sea both 
in the Mediterranean and in the Persian Gulf. Fiance alone 
is both able and willing to give them the financial help they need. 
Russia, uy her naval control of the Black Sea, her military position m 
the Caucasus and Per&iA, and her hold on Montenegro and Servia, 
h their gravest military danger To secure at once the services 
of a friendly fleet, the use of friendly capital, and the neutrality (if 
nothing better) of a dreaded adversary would be an ideal rarely 
attainable m any diplomatic combination The remaining nsks 
woqld still, it is true, be > onsiderablc Italy and Austria (if they 
shtfuld by miracle umlj) would still be formidable on the Adriatic 
side, while Austria and Bulgaria might together dominate Mace¬ 
donia. Put the Turks would never despair of meeting any military 
danger on land alone, And, At the worst, the Triple Alliance can 
assail them only m Europe. Driven bock to Asia their Empire 
might still survive and in Asia they need reckon in a military and 
naval sense only with Russia and Britain. 


On a short view, if the Turks were thinking only of the 
momentary risk of Balkan complications, it mighi pay them better 
to enter the Triple Alliance On a long view, with their eyes fixed 
on the real centre of their power, it is the Triple Entente which can 
help them best. But we question whether they will ever find them¬ 
selves in a position to make a choice Erj]pbaUfgJly lie hopA that 
no such overtures, if they should be made, will even be considered on 
Our sid'\ Nrw can the Turks expect that either group would admit 
them on any terms which they could afford to pay The governing 
axiom in any such bargain would be, we take !t, that the allied 
group would secure for itself as the price of friendship all or nearly 
all that it may hope eventually to acquire amid the chances and 
accidents of untramelled intercourse. Would Austria conclude 
a final pact unless she could secure the reversion of Salonica? 
Would Russia take less than the right of way through the 
Dardanelles and a privileged position in the Armenian provinces ? 
Should we be content with the \tatu\ quo on the Persian Gulf ? 
Would any one or three of these Powers seriously guarantee the integrity 
and security or an Empire menaced by every conceivable interna) 
peril from local rebellion to bankruptcy and revolution, without some 
form of control ? |u nune, qf the great Powers, save to 
has Turkey any \hin& appreciable 1 o offei for su 3 ft a .g u a r antee, 
unless it were territory or a commercial monopoly amounting to u 
sphf^of influence. To ut« indeed, she could offer the use of her 
army But we are also the tywefr which would incur the chief 
titihnn fata public opinion by concluding an alliance with a 
Government which may to-morrow find itself presiding over mas so- 
cres, rebellions, and repressions. 


We question, ui short, whethei any single Power, or either 
i group of Powers, dare venture to give Turkey the sort of aid she 

* pcfiures, save on terms which would in the end sap her independ 

|«aoe> Whan a country has reached the point at which she can 
I'tove,herself only by an alliance, she has postponed her salvation too 
IIok The near future, we imagine, will repeat the recent past 
*Tiirfoy will sway now to one group and now to the other as 

the Committee and the Opposition happen to be in the 

asefendant. 5he may approach one Power without quite 

embracing its two partners She may secure some limited and con¬ 
ditional guarantees only to discover herself assailed in the quarter 
left unprotected- A constant rivalry for influence, conducted with 
the usual alternation of menaces and favours, will distract her policy. 
TOe process may well go on until it becomes intolerable alike to her 
and to the peace of Europe. It. will continue until risk, if not reason, 
fame on the two groups the necessity of an understanding. Turkey 

I Isolated means, under existing conditions, Europe distracted. No¬ 
thing but the restoration of a Concert eah make for her the security 
jbedefinPt end nothing less can guarantee her integrity on terms 
Compatible at once with her survival and with the exercise of any 
Ifatol control by public opinion over her Govern^ ^. If Turkey 
jl fa contin ue in Europe; it is imperative 10 re,-create % Europe. 




The ‘‘Spectator." 

The Triple Alliance may continue in name for some time. In 
fact it has ceased to exist. That is the first consequence of Italy's 
acquisition of Tripoli. When we say that the Triple Alliance has been 
dhstfoyedliy the war we arc not thinking of any special estrangement 
of interests between Italy and her late allies. What has killed the 
Alliance is, not a quarrel between the parties, but the emergence of 
certain physical facts which cannot be got nd of by any diplomacy 
however skilful. Through the occupation of Tripoli, Italy has 
ceased automatically to be in a position to ally herself with Germany 
and Austria-Hungary, or to join with them should a ivar arise with 
the Powers that form the Triple Entente Very little reflection will 
show that this is the case Suppose, owing to some new and 
unfortunate development, Germany became engaged in n war with 
the Triple Entente In that case the Gorman Government would 
apply to the Italians to carry out their obligations What would be 
the answer of the Italian Government ? As things now exist they 
could only make one answer, and it must be to the following effect: 

14 Italy, of course, desires to carry out every pledge made by her 
to her partners in the Triple Alliance. Unhappily, however, she is 
not able to do so unless, of course, Germany and Austria-Hungary 
tan show her that they possess the command of the s*ea, or at any 
rate the command of the Mediterranean, and can dear that sea of 
the French and BnLish fleets. Unless they can do that Italy's hands 
are tied, and she can take no part in the war and give no assistance 
to her former allies The fact that she has the flower of her army 
in Tripoli und that her troops there can only for the present and 
probably for some considerable time be fed by sea makes it impossible 
fur Italy to be at war with Any Power or group of Powers which 
possess the command of the sea in the Mediterranean. If the sea 
communications between Italy and her new provinces were cut, the 
Italian army would pensh of starvation or have to surrender to the 
Triple Entente It is not a question of good faith or bad faith. 
Italy is physically unable to carry out her obligations. It would be 
idle .‘or her to begin a war by sacrificing some 30,000 men and her 
whole fleet." It is clear that the Governments of Germany and 
Austria-Hungary would have no answer tc< make to the 1 onsiderations 
thus presented to them. They could not guarantee her communi¬ 
cations with Tripoli, and therefore Italy's cose against joining them 
must of necessity be acquiesced in. Therefore, for the time at any 
rate, Italy has automatically ceased to he m effective alliance with 
Germuiry and Austria Hungaiy The Triple Alliance has become 
a Dual Alliance. 

If we consider the further consequences of this fact they will be 
seen to be of no small importance. It is sometimes said chat the 
German Genera) Staff have never considered that the Italian army 
would lie of very' much use to them or would be able to play any great 
part in a war with France and her allies Possibly this may be true 
so far as aggressive action on the pan of Italy is concerned. Vet 
ns a matter of fact the Italian alliance was of great military value 
to Germany. It meant, to begin with, that the French would have 
to keep at least ten divisions and probably a good deal larger force 
on their Alpine frontier and also along the coasts of the Mediter¬ 
ranean in order to prevent Italian raids by land and sea. With. 
Italy out of the Triple Alliance there would be no need for these 
precautions, and some 150,000 to 200,000 men would be set free for 
use at the principal danger points on the Eastern frontier of France. 
No doubt 150,000 to 200,000 men does not sound a very large 
number, but with things so nearly balanced as they will be on the 
line between Basle and the Belgian frontier, the setting free of such> 
a force might very well turn the scale in favour of France. But 
these are not by any means the only military consequences that 
flow from lialy ceasing to belong to the Triple Alliance If Italy 
were rendering military aid to Austna-Hungaty, that Power need 
feel no anxiety aa to her southern frontier, that is, as to Italian Tyrol 
and Istria and Trieste If, however, Italy were not a party to the 
wai, then Austria-Hungary as a precaution mu*t keep quite a consi¬ 
derable part of her army to guard these provinces, which are 
included under the term Italia Irredenta She must take into 
consideration the fact that there is a large part of the Italian popula- 
lion which considers that the Trenlino, the Dolomite Mountains, 
Trieste, and Istna “ ought of right" to belong to Italy, and that if 
the arms of the Dual Monarchy and of Germany met with a reverse, 
the Italian Government would be practically forced by public 
opinion to seize the opportunity ot redeeming ihc Italian-speaking 
provinces from the Austrian yoke. This means that Austria-Hungary 
must keep a very large force—probably not less than 200,000 men—to 
watch and prevent an “ Irredentist M outbreak But the sterilizing of 
such a force would to a very considerable extent diminish the aid 
which Austna-Hungary could bring to her German ally in a conflict 
with Russia. Here, again, a difference of 150,000 men might turn 
the scale. Nor would the matter end here. The forward party in 
Italy has aspirations m regard to Dalmatia as well as Tyrol and 
Trieste, and Austria-Hungray might therefore be obliged to keep her 
fleet in readiness to protect Dalmatia, and also strong prriftigp in all 
the seaboard towns from Pole to Cottaro. Ip other «ord% Atorift* 
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Hungary would hive to fight, not with a secure, but with An exposed 
flank—a matter of the gravest concern to her military commanders. 

All theft consequences or the automatic withdrawal of Italy from 
the Triple Alliance may be regarded by the friends of peace with 
sincere satisfaction. While the Triple Alliance was firm and strong 
there was always a danger of its immense power being misused. 
Anything, therefore, which neutralizes that power must make for 
peao*. Germany, we may feel sure, will not u&nt lo bring on a war at 
a moment when it is quite impossible foi Italy to render her any 
assistance Another consequential loss to Germany from the war is 
the estrangement of Turkey. IJp nil the beginning of lb™ month 
' it seemed more and more likely that Turkey'would become a satellite 
? of Germany, and so virtually a member of the Triple Alliance. 

■ That Germany had every right from a military |ioim of view to 
congatulatc herself upon the acquisition of such an ally is obvious 
; With the aul of Turkey, Germany might have made a very 
i disagreeable counter-stroke against Britain by means of an invasion 
iof Egypt A Turkish force, inspired and partially equipped by 
Germany, could undoubtedly have goL across the desert and it would 
have been by no means an easy task for us to destroy such a force 
before it entered the Delia. What Napoleon did and Ibrahim Pasha 
did could certainly be done to-day by the Turkish army, In the 
presenL temper of the Turkish people towards Germany there is 
little prospect of Turkey being absorbed in the German system 
In all probability the consequences of the war as regards Germany 
: extend a good deal beyond the impossibility of the Turkish army 
being any longer at the disposal of the German Government in case 
of war with tna Triple Entente Unless we arc very much mistaken 
we shall find the Turks in the future exceedingly shy of German 
patronage. They will begin to wonder whether the encouragement 
Of German enterprise in Asia Minor and an forth may nut in the 
and lead to the virtual loss of those provinces ‘ Put no tiust in 
anv European Power ” will become, wc expect, for a very consider- 
4 able time the order of the day at Constantinople. 

* Another probahle consequence of the war 11 foreshadowed 
In the statement as to Turkish policy made hy the Grand Vizier in 
the Chamber last Wednesday In that statement Said Pasha 
declared Butt Turkey desired to maintain anrl strengthen her normal 
sincere relations with the Balkan Stales 11 on a basis- ul mutual con¬ 
fidence and the reconciliation of nur common interests " The 
advantages which Turkey would obtain by encouraging the. buffer 
States of the Balkans are obvious, and it is hy no means unlikely 
that the Balkan Stales might think it well worth whilf, for the time 
being at any ratq, to fall 111 with Turkey's views and form something 
in the nature of an alliance fur maintaining the status quo in ^omh- 
tautem Europe. It is true that the Balkan States ore all jealous 
of each other, and that they all, should Turkey break up, hope o 
get the best pieces of the Turkish heritage for themselves. But 
UteirdteUke and jealousy of each other are outweighed by their 
jealousy and dread of Austria-Hungary and her partner Gciuiuny. 

If they can Agree upon nothing else they are all agreed 111 wishing 
to toy u Hands off!'* to Austria-Hungary. They know that i r 
Austria-Hungary were once to grasp Macedonia and Salonika, thur 
prospects of aggrandisement would vanish, and the successor to 
Turkey at Constantinople would be not one of ilinn but the H.ip*- 
hurg monarchy. Fhey would far rather go on us the> are for the 
the next ten or twelve years and so keep 'he door open to the 
aspirations of M poor honest men," than place themselves al the 
mercy of Austria-Hangary. For the moment, then, they may lie 
expected to fall in with Turkish proposals for an alliance to 

£ reserve the status qn 0 in the Balkans. Certainly Britain could 
ave no objection to buch on alliance, for it would probably make 
tor peace, and now, on always peace 1 i»- lhe greatest ul British 
interests. Wc say 11 profitably " advisedly, fjr we of course cannot 
leave out of Account the fact that it Austria Hungary * the 
prospect of a Arm alliance being concluded between Tuiktiy end 
Montenegro, Sonia, Bulgaria, and Greece she might be inclined to 
declare that the alliance was in effect aimed agonist her and iliAt 
she must strike before it was too late, Striking m that care would, 
nt course, mean the movement of her troops thmugh the Imjak 
nf Novibazar to Salonika, a movement which world almost certainly 
bring on a general viu in the Balkans. If, however, instead of 
a faunal alliance only a geneud understanding wore to be arrived at 
it would be much more difficult for Austria-Hungary, though 
aggrieved, to rake the field. 

. In thinking out the consequent cn of the new arrangement of 

I ' the Powers which must follow, or to speak more correctly, which 
has automatically followed, Itahan Action in Tripoli, the conclusion 
, reached is thus distinctly pacific. No doubt the disturbance caused 
1 by a new trimming of the boat always produces some danger, but 
( 00 the whole the cause of peace has been strengthened, not weak- 
■ The reason la a very simple one, In the present temper 

of the Crest Powers what is to be dreaded most of all is, as we 
! hate stated above, that one Power or map of Powers should pose- 
i ns a greal godominance of physical force. If and when that 
eeetue the rower or group or Powers in question is under 
4 tremendous temptation to say, M We can certainly wm if the great 


war conies now. Who can tell whether we shall be in so tovomabto 
a position a year or two hence ? Had we not better strike while the 
iron is hot? If we do not the balance of military power may incline 
to one of our rivals, and we may be quite sure that they will not 
be so foolish as to let the lucky moment pass. By not availing 
ourselves of our opportunity we shall not really prevent war, but 
only postpone it till we fight at a disadvantage." If this is the 
temper of the Great Continental Powers, as we judge * U> be, it is 
a great advantage that they should be so evenly balanced that no 
one is really able to tell what the consequences of a war would be 
and therefore that no Power should feel too confident of success. 
The automatic withdrawal of Italy from the Triple Alliance has 
most certainly weakened the military power of that alliance, and 
made It impossible for Germany and Austria-Hungary to say, ^ 1 Now 
is the time to get the war over with the least risk to ourselves ” 

It may perhaps be said that, though this is true of Germany, 
the consequent intrease in the relative power of France may 
encourage her to adopt the policy of " Now or never" That is 
sound in theory, tut fortunately not sound in practice. The French 
though determined to defend themselves, are not now an aggressive 
or warloving jieople, and we may be quite sure that they wdl do 
nothing to provoke war, esjiecially when they know that if they did 
deliberately bring on a war on the grounds we have just stated they 
would not have the support of Rubfiia or Britain The more evenly 
balanced the rival groups are Lhe less the danger of an outbreak 
and undoubtedly lhe balance has become more even owing to the 
Triple having faded into a Dual Alliance. 


The " Bystander.” 
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Thh nation which has broken the "peace" gives us also 
the phrase with which to console ourselves. War is an actuality, 
no longer a dreaded possibility Let us bury our platitudes 
and look to the facts. What is to be is to be-whichever is 
the strongest will prevail. Is Italy really to be condemned for , 
the one decisive act by which Europe has suddenly been 
brought face to face with the doctrine of the Right to Fight ? 
Italy wanted Tripoli Instead of creating a "situation,” and 
then entering on 11 conversations,” and for months and month*; 
keeping Europe in a state of hysteria, she has acted If Turkey 
wants to keep Tripoli, she has to prove herself stronger than 
Italy. If she does not, then, by the doctrine Right is Might 
fre-madc in Germany from an ancient model), she is not 
entitled to keep it. Similarly with the rest of the Turkish Empire. 

If Greece Bulgaria, Scrvia, and the others decide once tor all 
to try how war will solve the eternal question of their claims in t 
Macedonia, is it the dreadful disaster which the quidnuncs say ' 
it is? Which is bolter—one good rtand-up fight to a finish, or 1 
a Peace which n based by ihe will of the Tsats and Kaisers on, 
the upkeep of vast armaments ? 

Of course, we are all pretending to be very angry with Italy 
In one sentence wc heap upon her head the vials of our righteous v 
wrath, in the next we admit that we con do nothing because ! 
Italy may bo useful to us at Armageddon. Someti nes wa wonder 
ovhy the Continent calls us hypocrites. Perhaps some of us 41 
know now. fjfct that our Press Pecksniffs (who sniff yet are afraid 
to peck) are wbng in their denunciations of Italy's conduct.'. 
Judged by the prevailing standard, it U, no doubt, bad Dot; 
there is more than one standard in all condurt. There is, to 1 1 
instance, the farmer who shoots foxes. Whether be is a wrong¬ 
doer or not depends entirely whether you judge him by the f 
code of sport nr of husbandry. Italy's offence is a breach of 
the 11 Peace" of the Near East, but is this particular Peace- 
worth preserving ? It rests on what ? On tha so-called integrity 
of the Ottoman Empire. Turkey’s lands, no matter how* 
atrociously governed, are holy ground You may pilfer from?' 
Morocco, or China, or Persia, but not one square foot njay you 
take from the Turk. Why? S'.mply because if one starts tbit 
pHlage, the others may not be able to restrain themselves front* 
joining in, not even those great virtuous humbugs—the Powers 
themselves. Suppose Italy has grown tired of the sight of the 
straight-jacket round the waist of her neighbours across the 
Adriatic, and suppose, by firing this Tripoli ton pistol id the air 
(it is nothing more) she has given the signal to the smaller States, 
to rid themselves and Europe of the Turk. A wAr of brigandage^ 
they call it. Methinke history will (Sail it a war of- J —*■— 


M 


K 
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Let tha little Balkan States try their band a gainst the Turk.' 

If the Turk wins, then let him reign by the- right of might l£ 
he loses, let the small States reun by the might at right • 

in not question the right to fight. Tha time to step m » when! f 
tha beat mao has proved himself, and our otdy hope ia ntt ha \ 
will not be too long in doing on. If tha Twk mm 
then wo shall bow to Kismet ; if he gum them tot H 

wa should not be too vand that dm Owes Ml after i * 

„ l .yw. at last imt d» Crmeent besfc SO 4 m» out f*Vi 

of which it should never have been sfiowed Ip come. * 
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BEATI POSSlDENTESl 


THE BURGLAR {Shouting, to Dame Europa) : 44 Police ! Police ! Stop senseless bloodshed I 

I have annexed this house I ” 

til# mjfcf **■* Tripoli (C)renaica) has boot definitely annexed and suggesting mediatory efforts on 

the paM W nk power* to induce Turkey to cone without delay to the wpe decision of acquiescing in the accomplished facts, and so avoiding senseless bloodshed. 









443 


The Comrade. IM* Nownbef* 


In Aid of 

The Moslem University Fund. 

Dr. Iqbal’s National Song. 

V Sung By 

A Muhammadan Gentleman of Aligarh. 


10-Inch Double Sided Record. 
M / 9-12524. 

No * \ 9-12525. 

Price, Rupees 3 each. 


To be had from Agents of The Gramophone Company, Limited, throughout India. 



The Poetic Works of Moulana 


Mohamed Ismail 


Of the Department of Public Instruction in the United Provinces. 

Tbs Orients] Publishing Co., Orient House, Meerut, Have pleasure in 

announcing that eight annas per copy sold will be nllotted to the Moslem 
University Fund from S2iul July until 3isl December 191 k. The first edition 
will soon run out. It in hoped the luvers of mese priceless gems of poetry will 
take advantage of this offer. 

Cloth Bindino - Rs. 2-8. 


Wanted Situation. 

dib 

As Secretary, Manager, Minis¬ 
ter, etc., by a Barrister (also 
LL.. D.) Nineteen years 1 experience as 
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Stand upright, speak thy thought, declare v 

The truth thou hast, that all may share 

Be bold, proclaim it everywhere, \ 

They only live who dare I 

— Mams, 
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&IVTXX triced Iiqoi AJ ^i ft t ido T :—Zic-cd-Din. eldest son of the 
SOftea, wbp is tp greet the Ring end Queen, arrived here yesterday, 
'kreL tree,received By Bntisb and Egyptian guards-of-honour. Reu 
; jet w&edfrom Port Said, *oth Novembers—The Medina arrived 
fctwt Said yesterday.; Lord Kitchener neat f on bpard the vessel 
[Jp^Ocontip,Their Majesties. The Khedive, the "brother of Moham- 
“ ed-Din and RiahfS Pasha, die Turkish ex-Tider^afriyed 
ret board the yacht MaMmusa. 'mien the Medina 

~ whije the 


m 


A the sea front broke.oot into twhmmtk- cheering. 
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Reuter wired from Port Said on the 22nd instant .—Royal 
salutes were fired yesterday morning. Lord Kitchener, Sir Francis 
Wingate, General Maxwell and respective staffs, went on board the 
Medina The King then received the Khedive and afterwards 
H I H. Pnece, ZiA-cd-Um, die eldest son of the Sultan, and 
Mohamed All, R. I H Prince, Zia-ed-l)m presented a letter 
fioin the Sultan wishing the King a happy and prosperous voyage. 
His Majesty expressed his thanks and handed Prince Zia^d-Din 
a sealed letter for the Sultan and asked that his good wishes be 
conveyed to Lhe Sultan. Lord Kitehercr presented Kiamil Pasha, 
Said Bey and Ruchdi Pasha and the principal English and Egyptian 
officials The King later went on board the Khedive's yacht to 
return His Highness' visit pad afterwards landed and inspected the 
Guard of-Honour The Khedive, Prince Zia-ed*Din t Mohamed Alt, 
I/>rd Kitchener, Sit Francis Wingate, General Maxwell, Kiamil 
Pasha, Said Pasha a:ul Ruchdi Pasha were among the guests at 
the King’s luncheon. The King left Port Said in the morning. 

Reuter wired Irom Cairo—The Sultan in his letter to King 
George says that he profits by the occasion of His Majesty's 
departure for India to send his son to present his salutations and 
good wishes, as a token of his heaitfelt friendship for His ^Majesty 
and for En gland’v greatness He desires that Anglo-Turkish tthftaojr 
may ever icmam friendly, and begs the acceptance of his entire 
devotion to the King and Queen 

King George replying to Zia-ed-Din said, he was touched by the 
attention of Zia-cd-IWs august father and thanked him for the 
compliments to the Queen. He trusted that the good and friendly 
relations would ever endure The King then handed to Zia^ed-Din 
dn autograph letter to the Sultan 

In the Palace of Kubbek in the presence of the Khedive, 
Uird Kit* hner, on behalf of King George handed to Prince Zia-ed- 
Dm the eldest son of the Sultan, the insignia of Knight Grand fitoss 
of liie Victorian Order. ^ 


The Turkish Commander at Bab-el-Mandeb has been instructed 
to arrange for a parade of troops and firing of salutes as the 'JMh# 
pfehCft. 'fefc. 

The Congo Convention. dp 

Reuter wired from Berlin —An additional clause in the Franco- 
German Treaty on Morocco provides that in the event of Germany 
desiring to acquire Spanish Guinea and the islands of Cdrisco and 
Elobey, France will waive in favour of Germany her rights pf 
pre-emption under the Franco-Spanish Treaty of 1900- Germany, 
in return, renounces participation in the eventual special Franco- 
Spanish Agreements on the subject of Morocco. A rhemge from 
Madrid to the Frankfurter Zeitung } in spite of Official denial, 
assert9 that the Spanish Foreign Minister and the German Am¬ 
bassador discussed on the 13th instant a proposal for the acquisi¬ 
tion by Germany of Spanish Guinea. 

Reuter wired from Pans:—Great Britain and Russia have 
assented to the recent Treaty concluded between France and Ger¬ 
many on the subject of Morocco. 

Hen von Kiderlen Waechter has been baking statements at * 
a secret sitting of the Committee of thuJteicbstag concerning hi* 
attitude in connection with Mr. Lloyd George’s sjteech. The Ger¬ 
man newspapers which have hitherto been hostile to the Govern- * 
ment now agree that the Chancellor displayed all the needful 
firmness in dealing with Great Britain. The papers are full of k 

^ /. * 
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disclosures respecting the critical periods ; marked* by the dates 
4th July, iflth August, and nth September, \ The ftrRt,occas!on was 
Mr JJoyd George's speech, the'second wai the outbreak of the 
railway strike . The disclosures imply thaij the international crisis 
was nearly connected with the speedy concl jsion of the strike the 
initiation jjfi the latter being marked by/an immediate hitch in 
Franco-German negotiations. The general effect of the disclosures 
is to show that the measures which went taken by Great Britain, 
such as preparing the Navy for immediate iction, also the despatch 
of an expedition, betokened the graveit anxiety. Consequently 
Sir Edward Grej/a statement on foreign, affairs is eagerly awaited. 
Reuter wired fvom Berlin :—The Budge* Committee of the Reichstag 
resumed the confidential discussion oTlJic Morocco Treaty. Several 
members complained of the eironrxfus statements made in the 
semi-official Press to the effect that/Herr von Kiderlen Waectb’i 
explanations hod satisfied the Cnmrfittee The Chancellor replied 
that none of the statements refr red to had emanated from the 
Foreign Office. The Committee d^cussed the |Mjssibility of France 
employing black troops in the dtent of war m Europe when the 
Chancellor said that the military /aspect of the French occupation 
of Morocco had been thoroughly threshed out prior to the Agree¬ 
ment of 1900. Referring to the allusion of certain speakers to 
Sikhs and Gurkhas in India, the Chancellor said that the Mutiny 
of 1857 must not be forgotten. 

Reuter wired from Paris'--M. Mesximy, Minister for War, 
speaking at a banquet to the Gymnastic Societies, said the result 
of the negotiations enabling France to place her hand on North 
Africa was due not only to the firmness of the Government, but also 
to the firmness of the French nation, whose heart the Government 
felt to be with them. 

Mr Asquith announces that the Government is anxious 
for a discussion on Foreign affairs and will introduce a motion 
enabling Sir Edward Grey to open a debate with an explanatory 
statement. 

The Daily News, the Daily Chronicle and the Morning 
Leader publish Articles to-day dwelling on ihe perils of secret 
diplomacy and demanding to know the fufl extent of our obligation 
to France and whether their fulfil meet has involved disregard 
of the points of view of the other Powers. The Daily News 
says that British policy to-day is 10 support France whatever 
happens even when she acts contrary to the Treaties of British 
oommerciaJ interests. The paper odds that we must here seek 
the cause of prolonged hostility between British and German 
diplomacy. The Daily Chnnicle says that the country is profound¬ 
ly concerned at the state of the unofficial relations between Great 
Britain and Germany. Though the Liberals arc proud of Sir 
Edward Grey's integrity and ability, nevertheless there is widespread 
disappointment that he has not succeeded during his six years 
at the Foreign Office in putting Anglo German relations on a more 
amicable footing We ought to aim at a policy that wdl facilitate, 
not relist, Germany's natural desire for expansion capacity. 

A sanation has been caused by a communication from Reuter's 
correspondent in Berlin giving official publication of the confidential 
speech made by Herr von Kiderlen Waechter, to the Budget Com¬ 
mittee recently. Herr von Kiderlen Waechter said that the signa¬ 
tories to the Algccirax Act were informed on 30th June of the des¬ 
patch of a warship to Agndir In addition Great Britain was 
informed on 1st July, that Germany r clt herself compelled to comply 
with the apjieal of business houses and nr.tlerrakc the protection 
of the lives and property of German subjects and proteges m 
Southern Morocco till order had been restored in the ctuiury but 
realising that Frame mighL be unable to return to *he status 
fW>i Germany vns« pu;>ftr< d directly 10 negotiate with France with 
A view to rearlfing a final understanding on the subject of Morocco. 
Harr iron Kiderlen Wauditer continued u During the Fianco- 
Gffiman negotiations England mode no enquiry cither 01 our 
idor in Unulon or of' the Government in Berlin respecting 
the foregoing ccmvnunicaucn. Not t : ll 21st ltsly I the daj of 
Mr Lk>yu George* speech did an interview take place between 
Sir Edward Grey and the German Ambassador at the instance or the 
former Sir Edward Grey then express*! on opinion as to our 
attitude based on the statements oT the French and Hritish press. 
Sir Edward Grey mid that as the German demands were so far- 
reaching that they were unacceptable to France, there was risk that 
the negotiations might he without result and then the question 
would arise what is Germany doing in the closed harbour or Agadir 
which is suitable for the construction of a war port and in the 
hinterland. Sir Edward Grey also said that Agadir involved British 
interests. Therefore the time had come when England must 
take part in the negotiations/' Herr vbu Kiderlen Waechter said 
dial Sir Edward Grey had declared at the interview that he wished 
to emphasise that he desired a meeting because he did not desire 
to he confronted with farts which might compel him to take up an 
attitude as a result of which the political situation which was al¬ 
ready sufficiently complicated would as&iime a decidedly more difficult 
and more serious form. Tija Ambassador replied denying that 
Germany’! demands were unacceptable and said it would be more 
correct for England to wait till she was able to prove that 
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any British interests were affected by Gereiiady’s action. * If fiance 1 1 
recognition of her daima in M<*occd%ai C) I 
equivalent to German demands in another field, that Ftaifce wm&FF\ 
put up with the presence of * warship off Morocco as tiitt of-'^w 
the bargain. England, said the Ambassador, had been compen- « Tjt 
sated in Egypt but Germany had not been compenskted any- It * 
where. The Ambassador knew nothing of the supposition that ? 
Germany would build a naval station at Agadir. Sir Edward | 

Grey replied that he in no wise opposed German exterekm 
in the heart of Africa, but English interests might be most seskHtsfr 
affected by the Morocco question. He, therefore, b^djiHglp 
agreement would be reached between France and 
only in the undesired event of failure to reach an '' 

he be obliged to say plainly that the demarche at Agadi?^Rii^^ y ^ffiL^ 
to explanations between England and Germany. Sir Edward Grey *** 
believed that the situation would lose its acuteness if there were such 
a discussion before events occurred at Agadir with respect (o ,tfhich 
England would be obliged to take up a position. Herr vori Kiderlen 
Waechter declared that the foregoing conversation showed that 
Sir Edward Grey assumed that Germany meant to establish herself in 
Morocco, despite the communication of 1st July The Ambassador’s 
account of the conversation was received in Berlin on 92nd July 
and an answer was immediately despatched instructing the Ambas¬ 
sador to tell Sir Edward Grey that the German ship was merely * -V 

intended to protect German interests at Agadir. “ We regretted,” r ; 
Herr von Kiderlen Waechter continued, “that England credited 
insinuations emanating from an anti-German source. We never V 
thought of the establishment of a naval port in Morocco That 1 

was a hallucination; nor had we designs on Moroccan territory. j 

But we must demand that France adhere strictly to the Akeciras 1 * 
Treaty or enter into explanations with us France broke the 
pledge of secrecy in regard to the negotiations and supplied her 
friends with inexact information. We, therefore, ceased to negotiate 
until secrecy was guaranteed If the negotiations failed we must J 
demand with all emphasis the restoration of the status quo in Morocco JR 

The text of Mr Lloyd George’s speech then became known in Berlin. 

It was unnecessary to comply with the suggestion mode by the - 

British Minister, which we afterwards received, that he should be - r 
authorised to announce to Parliament our declaration that we had >• 

no designs on Morocco To have done so would have given the 
impression that our declaration was the result of Mr. Lloyd Georges ; 

speech The Ambassador in London was instructed on 24th July 
to point out that Mr. Lloyd George’s speech had furnished the British 
and French press with an occasion for violent attacks on Germany 
It is unnecessary to enter into the question of how far this effect i, 

was intended by Mr. L-loyd George, but the British Government 
wax bound to perceive this effect—the speech must occasion dis- , 

satisfaction in Germany to a high degree The Ambassador was f 

instructed to point out that a friendly agreement between Fiance and . 
Germany would not he prompted thereby. If Great Britain had 
intended bringing things to a violent outburst, she cpuld have chosen 
up better means. The Ambassador reported that Sir Edward Grey 
fiad consented not to moke Parliamentary use of Germany’s decla¬ 
ration that she had no designs on Morocco, but Sir Edward Grey 
remarked that he was thus unable tu allay public disquiet with 
regard to these alleged designs Sir Edward Grey defended 
Mr Lloyd George’s speech as being moderate and declared that it 1 
was quite right to deliver the speech. The Ambassador then pointed 
out that the British and French press represented the Speech as an % 
unti-Cerman threat. Sir Edward Grey declared that Germany's 
intention to undertake the restoration of the statfUftm in Morocco 
was alone calculated to 'end to the Morocco pHHfetn a still grayer 
significance, and pointed out that as British interests Were touched, ; 

Britain must defend them. The Ambassador said that Gwiuny ’' 1 

never intended to dispose of British interests or rights. If ocuaaitf) ► ' l 
arose. Germany would welcome the ro-opcration of the Power* 
signatory to the Algechas Act in restoring the stilus quo, Only if 
co-opemuon were wanting she would assert the right taps*)f. 

Menacing warnings would only encourage her to hold Cast tuber 

The Ambassador on z6tb July was instructed to inform S if nfiv&xd - ; 

Grey that we expected that he would announce in Fmliafloent th&j / / 
British interests were not affected by the Franco-Gerrtutti negorii 
tions. We gladly noted the assurance that Sir Edward Gvfy . 

a Franco-German understanding, though it was difficult to Mortefc 
this with the assertion that our demands were inadmissible d em a n ds |t , ’ 
of which Great Britain was no! aware Herr von, Kidevjte ' 

Waechter then read a statement issued by Reuter on sand July 
sayingFrom this point cm our negotiation! with Fre&f#fnadfe * 
better progress/ 1 Here von Kiderlen Waechter reviewed the 4 U 

Morocco question from 1880. He mentioned “that 'Mr- Cbambeffirin 1 • 3 
in 1899 had a scheme for thi partition of Morocco, England : l) f 
taking Tangier and Germany a port on the Atlantic Coast, bar tfag W \ 1 
matter never came to formal negotistioiia. He referred to fftwuft 
attempts to negotiate after the Etopkror’s visit to Ibhtier. Tbay 
were without result, as the concrete proposals dcmaiAd by GremHay . 
were not forthcoming/ 1 Herr von Kiderlen .Wao&ter wcoiOn yU f; r 
“When the Sultan protested against tjte ooeupadin off vmidas / 
Shawm, Germany Considered tbe pOtition seriooriy ROd J 

sent an ultimatu^ but wfaat would hare been tbd llp pfntes p If ftor \ $ 
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hid been declared, because of a village with an unpronounceable 
name ? We decided that tbe best policy was to wait and claim full 
freedom' of action. Germany stood alone in opposition to Fiance's 
claims that she was the mandatory of Europe. Meanwhile France 
| had been establishing herself with ever diminishing ceremonioiisness 
in Jdorocco. When Germans complained of oppression, Germany 
decided to send a warship.* 1 Herr von Kiderlen Waechter con¬ 
cluded by explaining u why Germany did not desire territory in 
Morocco, as a Colony would be a great burden, and recounting the 
advantages Germany bad gained and said that" Germany awaited 

- Ihjgnrisnnni^i tnum Fiance and Spain with great tranquility.' 1 

. Sir E&feird Grey in reply to Lord Ronaldshay in the Commons 
m that the unpublished articles attached to the Anglo-French 
declaration of 1904 were of subsidiary importance to the published 
articles, and that they would now be published. 

Reuter wired from Fans:—M. Dehelves, Foreign Minister, 
announced to the Foreign Affairs Committee, that Tangier would 
probably later be internationalised. 

Sir Edward Grey's motion on Monday will be 11 that the foreign 
policy of the Government be now considered." 

The form of sir Edward Grey's motion, with reference to the 
foreign policy to be moved on Monday, is unusual. It unables him 
to speak first and ro discuss the whole realm of foreign policy, nor 
merely the situation with regard to Morocco. It does not raise the 
i question of confidence, and no vote is necessary. The papers 
unanimously ridicule the rumour that Sir Edward Grey may possibly 
resign. They point out that though the extremist Radicals are suspi¬ 
cious of the government's foreign policy, there is an overwhelming 
sense that Sir Edward should oe supported by Parliament in Ins action 
at the time of a trying crisis. Any other attitude, it is declared, 
would be construed into a triumph for Germany . 

Persia. 

'Die inaugural lianquet of the Persia Society was held on 
the evening ot the 15th instant, Lord Lammgton presided. The 
Persian Minister, I-ord Curzon, Mr. Ameer Ah, and a number 
of Anglo-Persians were present. Lord Lamingum proposed the 
toast of the Shah. The Persian Minister replying said lhaL the 
chfrf aim of the Society was the promotion of sympathy between 
England and Persia. Mr. Ameer Alt proposed “The Guests." 
He said that Muhammadans and Indians especially were especially 
interested in Persia. He, therefore, hoped that the people of 
Great Britain would re-double theii interest in the iegei,erahon 
of Persia. Lord Curzon, replying, recalled the great part of Persia 
which was still capable, under favourable circumstances, of repro 
during that pasL He dwelt on the strength ot national spirit in 
Tersia which was still working towards the realisation of an indepen¬ 
dent autonomous Government. The people of Persia were loyal 
to the new regime. Therefore it was our duty to encourage this 
Siam by every means in our power. He felt most deeply die 
position of the Persian Government in the present extraordinary 
difficulties. Speaking of the Russian utbmaium he remarked 
that Persian statesmen may have been over-sensitive but the 
diplomacy of the Powers wax not altogether wise. It was for Persia 
y wrk out her own salvation but the first condition that Persia 
1 wanted was tranquillity anil confidence. He, therefore, watched 
With the warmest sympathy the efforts to reorganise Persian finance 
If n was the belief that there was any hostility in England against 
Persia such belief was most mistaken. \ constitution and a strung 
native Gorenampt in Persia was the ont thing that all Englishmen 
^desired. ThePlubommadan countries of the world were fully 
entitled to the beneiu of the law of nations and with them the treaties 
ought to Ik kept When they sought their own salvation we ought 
10 give them all assistance. “The loyally and contentment of 
Modems," Lord Curzon concluded, “was one of the strongest things 
of our rule m India* So we wuuld like the Moslems oft the world 
lu feet that in England they had their truest friend who was prepared 
In make every effort and to make sacrifice un their behalf with none 
of whom wf ought to have more sympathy than with Persia n 

According to a message In the Times from Teheran, Lord 
< Cuwon’s speech on Persian autonomy is the principal topic of 
eon venation m the fingliah Colony. Ihejpqerel opinion may be 

, MjmjM&in (taejpbm** •' spokcn. r .. 

v ' According to information received from Russian sources, tbe 
v tifttmatHiH which Russia presented to Persia, expired on Monday 
^gif Russia is despatching another battalion to Tabriz, also failing 
J satisfaction, two hundred Cossacks to Astrabad to reinforce the 
l Cfrraufr* Guard. Russia has also sent troops to the provinces of 
; Gltfe&and Tahsb where Russia asserts Persia is unable to mam tain 

- i ctfdar* The statement a<Jd§ that any Russian expedition goes to 
1 s&uce peace aud maintain order, not for the purpose of occupation 
* fevlfiampad Mfipc ***" words. A message from St Petersburg to 

1 ’i rite Patty Afora states that as soon as the responsible Ministry is 
ifmmi at Teheran, M. Poklevsky Kazell, Russian Minister in 
* i'Tbh^an, ih# prosit a despatch to the Persian Government declaring 
f^pspOticsl eurciaeof shy authority by Mr, Bfitodfe b the Russian 
V as newjtt be regarded as an unfriendly act Reuter wired from St 
1 * ffCmstiurgft is autbdrifaifmly stated that unless die Persian Gov- 
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emment completely satisfies the demands contained in the Russian 
Note, troops will ,bc sent to Kazvin. Reuter wired from St Peters¬ 
burg :—rA telegram from Teheran states that the Russian Note has 
hitherto not been answered. The Premier in conjunction with the 
Foreign Minuter is endeavouring to meet the Russian wishes and has 
ordered Mr. Shuster to withdraw the Gendarmes from Shua-ea- 
Sultaneh's premises. Mr Shuster, however, has replied that the 
order for the confiscation bears the signatures of the Ministers and 
he is unable to comply with the Premier's counter order. The 
telegram adds that the Ministerial crisis is solely due to internal 
troubles and u not connected with the Russian Note. Persia does 
not at present show any disposition to comply with the second part 
of the Russian demand, vis., satisfaction for insult to Consular 
Officers 

The Regent has persuaded the ex-Premier to form a new 
Cabinet. 

Diplomatic relations with Russia have ceased. 

Ala-ed-Dowleh has resigned the Governorship of Fare to which 
post he was appointed on 20th October Reufer wired from 
Teheran —It is reported that Samsam-es-SuItaneh will be the new 
Premier. Reuter states that Persia has asked Great Britain for 
advice as to the course she should follow with regard to Russian 
demands 

Reuter wired from St. Petersburg—Orders have been given 
for the immediate despatch of troops to Kazvin Tbe Kazvin ex* 
pedition, which numbers 4*000, is assembling at Baku whence it will 
be shipped to Enzeli Reuter is informed that the despatch of 
a Russian force to Kazvin is intended as a demonstration. It is 
hoped that the measure is only temporary, pending Persian compli¬ 
ance with the Russian Note. Two hundred Russian Cossacks have 
started for Astrabad Reuter wired from St. Petersburg;—A batta¬ 
lion of f^auuisiaii Rifles has left Julfa for Tabriz, to relieve tbe 
battalion now at Tabriz The Kurds recently attacked a Russian 
Cossack patrol twelve miles from Julfa And severely wounded an 
officer 

Replying in the House of Commons to questions from Mr Dillon 
regarding Major Stokes, who was appointed to reorganise the 
Persian Gendarmerie, Sir Edwaid Grey said —“I understand that 
Major Stokes has been appointed to the General Staff at Simla and 
has been requested to join his post as soon as possible Whatever 
may be the practice in the Army t I do not think it right or reason¬ 
able to permit on Officer to resign at a particular moment in order 
to enable him to do something politically undesirable. 1 am ready 
to take full responsibility for the general line taken in regard to 
Major Stoke"*. In this case, Major Stokes was told in the first 
instance that he would have to resign his Indian commission before 
accepting the command of the Gendarmerie l was not aware then 
that Major Stokes had given an actual pledge to accept the appoint¬ 
ment. He may have done so after receiving that reply. It sub¬ 
sequently became quite clear that the appointment was not only 
undesirable but impossible. Had I been aware of all the circum 
stances, 1 should have said so in the first instance. 

Reutei wired from St. Petersburg-—According to the papers 
M Puklevsky, the Russian Minister in Veberan will be replaced 
almost immediately and probably transferred to Lisbon. 
M Klemm, Director of Central Asian Department, is mentioned as 
his probable successor. M. Poklevsky is reproached with having in¬ 
adequately defended Russian interest*, his methods, it is declared, 
having resulted in the diminution of Russian prestige. ,The 
A r.vqye Vrernya, in a leader headed “ Dissolution of PWria,* 
refegpjuu ^ adventurer Shuster who is stronger than the whole 
Pfcrjjum. Government." The paper demands tne expulsion oS 
Mr. ShusteT tfe*,liberal.saw Perm is a defenceless 
prey and tliat Russia and England, especially Russia, are resolved 
to complete the task in which the ex-Shah failed. According to 
Russian newspaper the Russian demands made to Persia include 
the dismissal of Mr. Shuster and payment of ^300,000 sterling. 

Seven more Swedish officers have been permitted to place 
themselves at the disposal of Persia for the re-organisation of the 
Gendarmerie. No more will be sent from Sweden to Persia at 
present. 

Reuter wired fron Teheran:—Salar-ed-Dowleh, the ex-Shah’s 
brother, who resumed the offensive with 2,400 men and two guns, 
has been defeated near Burujired, losing 500 men killed and 
wounded. The Government losses are reported to be fifty. The 
ex-Shah has returned to Gumcshtepe, after several unsuccessful 
attempts to force an entrance into Astrabad, the townspeople re¬ 
pulsing the Royalist troops. 

An article in the Times deeply regrets that when the' 
international situation affords crave anxiety a senaua Russo-Peraian 
crisis should be added. While not questioning Russian assurances 
that the troops will be withdrawn after compliance with her demands, 
tbe Tmes emphasises tbe sigpitonce of Russian action, which 1 
nof'Consider altogether justified The paper, however, 
accuses Persia trf tack of judgment in giving Russia the slightest 
excuse for intervention. It does not see how the request for British 
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mediation can be usefully entertained until a regular Government 
ms constituted, or the condition of Southern Persia is calculated to 
encourage British intervention. The article concludes that a solu¬ 
tion would certainly not be assisted by sentimental expressions of 
sympathy for Persia, which ignore sterner realities. 

Persia h*4 taken Great Britain's advice and agreed to comply 
with the demands of the Russian ultimatum. 

A message from St. Petersburg stales that the first detatebment 
of Russians has arrived at Enreli. 

Reuter writes from Baku .—The Third Battalion of the 
Caucasian Engineers has passed through on their way to Persia, 

Reuter wires from St. Petersburj ;-rA telegram from Reaht 
states that three battalions of Salijan Regiments have arrived at 
EnxeK, * 

St a Edward Grey, replying in the House of Commons to 
Mr. Ponaonhy, said that Russian demands of Persia had not been 
conceded. Six Edward understood that the intention to comply 
with them now existed, but was not likely Bibr carried nut for a few 
* days. Meanwhile Russian troops had started, and some had arrived 
at Reslkt. Sir Edward announced that the Unusli Government had 
been in communication with the Russian Government, and had 
been assured that the despatch of troops was only a temporary 
measure to secure satisfaction. 

China. 

R«niter wired from Peking'—An lidii t cununanda Yuaun Shi 
Kfli 10 accept the Premiership and orders all Viceroys and Governors 
of all Provinces to select from three to four repo scntativcs who are 
to come to Peking to confer on the situation The Edict appoints 
delegates who are to visit sixteen disturbed ureas and pacify the 
population Reuter wired from St Petersburg - Manchuria ha* 
declared itself autonomous. The Adminislrutiun is or.tua'ly in the 
hands of deliberative committees at Mukden, h.mn and 'J sitsihar 
A reign of terror exists at Nanking. Massacre or Chinese who have 
cut off their pigtails continues. An English missionary visited General 
< 'hang with a view to obtaining suspension ol hostilities. General 
("hang refused to listen and declared that lie intended to lead 
70,000 troo|n to Chinkiano, Soochowand and Shanghai to regain 
them. Nearly all the foreigners have left Nanking The situation 
at Nanking is a remarkable one. General Cluing, an energetic 
and courageous soldier, is at the head of 20,000 devoted troops 
and refuses to listen to suggestions of a compromise, being deter 
mined to fight for the Throne, while respecting Inrrigncrs 

Reuter wired from New York ■ - Tranuports are being held in 
readiness at Manila, presumably to carry troop;, to Chinn. There 
is a large body ready to move at tweniy-foui hours 1 notice A 
message to the New lW World from Washington sa>s that at 
the first indication that foreigners need protection, the United 
States will interfere in China. She 1* ready to land ten thousand 
soldiers and anchor the whole Atlantic Fleet in Chinese waters. 

Reuter wired from Washington-—Mr. Knox, Secretary ol 
Slate, Announces that all Powers signatoiy to the Boxer protocol 
urt agreed as to the necessity for the landing of troops in order to 
protect Peking and the Tieulsin Railway. Reuter wired from 
Tokto:—It is officially stated that Japan has landed a party of 
marines at Chifii. 

Yuan-Sbi Kafr Cabinet has been formed. Ir include* a few 
Munch us but no nobles. Reuter wired from Peking ■ -At the in¬ 
vitation of Li-Yuan-Heng, the representatives of the provinces met 
M Shanghai. Subsequently Li-Yuan Hcng notified the Consuls that 
the republican states had elected representatives to a central 
Government which, he says, 11 being established at Wuchang. 
Ll-YuSii-Heiig urged the recognition of this (Government. 
Yuan-Shi-Kai announces that the rebels of Hankow attacked 
the Imperial troops f tn the rear and heivy fighting took place 
yesterday. Tlie rebels were repulsed w.th considerable loss* A 
telegram from Shanghai states that a strong and well-equipped force 
of revolutionists has gone .0 attack General Chong at Nanking to 
avenge the victims of the feroriries of hit troops A fight is 
expected today. An article has appeared, written by Mr. Archibald 
Colquboun, who is authorised by the revolutionary leaders to state 
that Dr. Sun-YahSen will shortly arrive in Shanghai to duett affairs, 
i Lis first act will be to establish a Military Govt rnment 

Kruter wired from Berlin v -Tte German cruiser Emden has 
strived at Chifu. The American and Japanese warships there have 
landed eighty men altogether, but will immediately withdraw them. 

The Taris Matin states that the Government has received 
advices from IndoChina, according to which Surgeon-Major Legen¬ 
dre and two other officers who were conducting a scientific expedi¬ 
tion it) a little known port of Southern China have boon massacre d 
by the Lotos. Reuter wired from Peking:—The Swedish missionaries 
who arrived at Tientsin lost evening from Shensi confirm the 
Chinese reports of a massacre of foreigners at Sianfu. Madame 
Bookman, a schoolmistress, five foreign children, many Chinese 
girls in another school, also a German* named Philip Manners, in 
Ihc postal service, wire murdered. The missionaries have been 
robbed by highwaymen in Honan. TTie Legations are considering 
what action is to be taken. 



Ai. though no official announcement has yet bet.n made, wc have 
reason to believe that the Hon Mr. Shams- 
The Hon. Mr. ul-Huda will be appointed to one of the seats 

Shams-ul-Huda, recently added to the Bench of the Calcutta 

High Court. We are sure the appointment 
will be in entire accord with public opinion No better ihoice uui 
be made, whether from the standpoint of the Indian or of the 
Mussulman, than the one now awaiting His Majesty's approval. We 
reserve our congratulations to the Hon. Mr. Sharns-ul-Huda till his 
appointment has been publicly announced, and for this, wc are sure, 
we shall not have long to wait. 

Thf spontaneous outburst of sympathy amongst the Indian 
Mussulmans for their brethren in Turkey and 
Turkish Relief Fund Tripoli has rightly taken the form of mate¬ 
rial hdp to relieve the unfortunate sufferers 
from a wanton and wicked war. After the wholesale and cowardly 
slaughter of the Arabs, irrespective of age and sex, the gruesome 
details of which have been read with horror throughout the civflixed 
world, the natural desire of the Mussulmans to mitigate the suffering'* 
of those who have yet escaped Italian atrocities or of the helpless 
widows and orphans left behind by the martyrs in a righteous cause, 
lias become an obvious and imperative duty. Funds arc being 
collected in every distnet and town in India and even the poorest of 
the poor are offering their humble mite for this great work of charity. 

In fact the enthusiasm for raising relief funds lias been so great, that 
money has been collected without the lea-d organisation. From 
certain quarters complaints arc received that those who used to rush 
forward as leaders of the community are now skulking. Many 
inquiries have reached us as to the manner in which collections 
made by the people themselves should be despatched. la the 
absence of any definite information we are nor in a position to say 
how much money has so for been collected throughout Indio. 
Roughly speaking, the collections must have well nigh exceeded 3 
lakhs, to put them at the lowest computation. Bombay alone 
has collected funds to the extent of thief quarters ol a lakh. 
And they are daily growing with the growing enthusiasm for 
the work. It seems, therefore, very deniable that (here should be 
some method to bring together all information abdut the work of 
collections throughout the country up to dale every week. It will 
not only keep all isolated rentres of work in touch with one another 
ami stimulate greater zeal and effort by example, but furnish a sum 
niary of the week's work and give the whole movement a unity of > 
purpose and achievement. Besides, it will bo ilk surest and Most ^ 
effective wav of dissipating the foolish notions, still persisting in tome \ 
quarters, that the Italian Aggression in Tripoli has caused no M exciter; 
menl and interest" amongst the Mussulman*. We had referred in our 
last issue to the efforts of " Scrutator 11 in Truths the Saturday 
the Cairo Correspondent of the Near East, and the Tripoli 
Correspondent of the Times, to ignore or belittle the significance of die 
intense Moslem feeling aroused by the war. Recently again the Cairo 
Correspondent ol the Neat East, which calls itself "the recognised 
organ of Moslem interests in England, K has been pleased to 
optne, in spite of riots in Alexandria, that "there hju beep no 
circumstance to warrant the belief that the people of Egypt are", 
deeply interested in the war." It is both the interest of the j 
Mussulmans and their duty to the Government that «d> misrepre¬ 
sentations should be exposed. And if few coBectioni of mohtf 
are a true measure of the real strength of J ree)m& it is pMousljh 
necessary that the Indian Moslem contribution to the TwkHhlWW, 
Fund should find a weekly and up-tordafe announcement M t, 
some agency. For this purpose, we piece out coftMk* kfc the 
disposal of the Moslem punUc and shall und er t a ke with jftafo m the 
duty of collecting and pubfishing the nscM| tamgqg* etfat 
subject. We have already opeaed the War SuBbere 1 Fh*|«d ** 
shall gladly receive aft! contributions tbM pmy beeriR W e* We 
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at the same time request those who have made separate arrangements 
for collection to famish us the necessary information every week by 
■ending the subjoined form duly filled. We will thus be in a 
position to announce every week the entire amount collected through¬ 
out the country. The weekly returns ending Saturday should be 
aent, preferably on Sunday, but in all cases so as to reach us at the 
latest on Wednesday morning. They will then be published on the 
following Saturday. Those who feel any difficulty in forwarding 
their collections to Constaninople may send us a cheque on some 
Indian Bank and it will be sent to the Turkish authorities and the 
receipt will be forwarded to the collectors in due course We hope 
Our suggestion will meet with the approval of the societies or indi¬ 
viduals that are engaged in the task of collections and, we trust, the 
Information requested by us will be supplied regularly. 

to 

Form for sending information relative to the War Sufferers 1 Fund ’ 


Name af pUca. 

Mime 

or 

ptnmn in 
charge of the 
Fun 4 . 

Tmi wane's nonia 

PftOGUKiB UP TO 
DATE. 

Amount 

collected. 

Amount 

forwarded 

10 

Turkey 

4 

To whom 
forwartfeth 
and 

through 

what 

•gwey, 

Amount 

collected 

A1nm.1i 

forwarded 
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We had published in our issue of the 18th instant an appeal 
from a number of Moslem students in Edin- 
The Forthcoming Eid burgh, exhorting the Mussulmans ot the world 
to raise funds foi the Turkish Navy in every 
mosque after the Kid-ud-i)uha Prayers As we had remarked then, 
the despatch of funds for strengthening the Ottorflan Navy will be 
an a r t against neutrality while the war lasts. But the idea of a 
collection on tha Eid day is magnificent, and wc are sure the 
Mussalmans throughout India will tRkc it up with enthusiasm fend 
collect money for tne relief ol the suffers from the war Thousands 
are given away in chanty on these occasions, and surely, no chanty 
■up be more appropriate and well-directed than to help these who 
are undergoing untold misery and suffering in defending their land 
and liberties and their faith. Thousands of well-to-do Mussulmans 
will ofTer the usual animal sacrifices, and while the meat goes to feed 
the poor* the skins of the sacrificed annuals are also given away for 
charitable objects Let these skins be collected ft r the relief o r thewar 
auJfferers on this occasion In addition to cash collections, the collec¬ 
tions of skms also should be token in hand by influential men in every 
locality, for thete loo will bring in a handsome amount. We are sure 
no Mussalman in whom the pulse of spiritual kinship and unity is yet 
throbbing can \lew unmoved the trials and misfortunes of his brethren 
in Tripoli, or will hesitate to extend to them all the sympathy and help 
he tan give. He has only to read the account of Italian alrouty 
which we publish elsewhere—given hy Mi. Francis McC'uilagh the 
well-known journalist who went to Tripoli to represent the AYv* 
York World, —to awaken his sense nf duty even if it slum tiers. 
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In mo other matter perhaps does modem science hold i<s head higher 
than in hAvnp revolutionised the means of com 
No News is municatior. The Overland Mail, the Telegraph 

Good News I and the Wireless have brought the nations of 

* the world as close to each other as the 
residents of a small village, each of whom knows the a/Tairh and the 
most intimate concerns of bis neighbours As a Ixmdon paper lays, 
what cries of exultation are raised when a fugitive cimvnal is ajtested 
on the high seta by means of wireless telegiaphy ! Whar a hubub 
over the miracle, of human flight. And yet a war—a sort 
of war—takes plate in the second decade of the twentieth century, 
and* for all that we know of the WAy it has been going on since the 
mhte&s barbarism of a month ago* we may still be in the Middle 
j&gus. The War Correspondent^ occupation is gone, and were u 
not (or the feet that it is on hr Italy that is fighting, we would have 
suspected that after an eventful career of nearly 60 years the War Cor¬ 
respondent had at last expired. But then we must remember it is only 
Italy. The War Correspondent must wait till Italy secures a victory, 
like those heroic achievement* of the Fleet in bombarding the 
dtftetpBd forts of Tripoli But like the history of Viola's supposed 
Mite?, the chronicle of Italian achievements during the last month 
would have been a blank, were it not for the shambles of Tripoli, 
slfely may have to wait till the Greek Kalends for a victory, and in 
the meantime the War Correspondent must chronicle small beer 
«r fell back on that never failing topic of discussion, the weather. 
Sol do paw* is good news* and we hope we shall have nothing to 
reedte except Ae Second Adowa. Already the news received by the 
English Mail confirms not only the Turkish accounts of Italian 
y, but also of Italian cowardice and incompetence, of the 
i victory and of toe Italian losses. About moo officers and 
were killed or wounded and captured^ bdldw quantities 
j aflns and ammunitions, which fell into the hapds or the Turks. 
But too real Adowa ha* yet to coins f / 


Wr have at last succeeded, and the Central Committee of the 
Moslem University Fund has published a state- 
Moslem University ment of donations promised and collected till 
Fund Collections. 31st October. A glance at the figures, which we 
reprint elsewhere, would show that up to that 
date Rs. 30,46,050-10*4 were promised and that Rs. 16,08,683-9-5 
had been realised. The payment bears a proportion of 52 8 per 
cent, to the promises. Since then another lakh has been realized and 
the funds collected reac h the approximate total of Rs. 17,01,000, 
which raistv the payments to an average of 55 8 per cent if we are 
to assume that no promises have been rcigsLered during the first half 
of this month. Roughly speaking, only about a half of the promises 
have materialized, and this is not a result on which the community 
and the collectors of the fund can be heartily congratulated. It 
must be remembered that it is the bigger cheques that have been 
the first to come, so that half the battle is yet by no means over. 
We do not, however, take a despondent view of the matter and we are 
confident that a new life would be put in the workers by the announce¬ 
ment of the donation of 5 lakhs by His Highness the Nizam, which, 
we now see, we were the first to publish. As there seems to be 
only a feeble echo of our announcement in the Press, we feel it 
necessary to state that our information was absolutely correct, that 
it came to us from an authoritative source, and that it has been fully 
confirmed by one of the most influential and ardent friends of Aligarh. 
What is more, there is every hope that our desire to have the Hydera¬ 
bad annual grant doubled is likely to be realized before long in 
the establishment jf some Chairs at the Moslem University. If we 
could bespeak the generosity of His Highness the Nizam we would 
like to have an Asafia Chair ol Modern History and a Nizamia Chair 
of Moslem History His Highness will place the future generations 
of Indian Mussalmans under a deep obligation especially by the crea¬ 
tion of a Professorship of Moslem History to be held by savants of 
European reputation It is not hy cheapening its degrees that the 
Moslem University would prove that it was absolutely necessary but 
by raising their value But raising the standard does not mean ruth¬ 
lessly “ploughing” hundreds oi promising young men and having a 
hecatomb of Undergraduates each year as so many of our Universities 
ol to-day seem to think We must distinguish between a me in values 
and a rise in prices. Values can be raised only by appointing real 
scholars to tearh the collegians, instead nf leaving them to cram the 
notes prepared m hurry and dictated as a drudgery by raw Graduates 
of English Universities impatient for a game of Polo at the Gymkhana 
or a rubber of Bridge at the Club. Many poople in India are inclined 
to think that the cost ot a savant is as a rule prohibitive, and this 
fiction is laboriously created and confirmed by some people who have 
the best means of knowing the truth. Education is the wont paid 
profession all the world over, and this is so, not because education is 
not Ltred tor as it should be, but because “filthy lucre" is not the 
chiel consideration with the real scholar. Savants are not at the 
bottom ot their hearts jockeys or gamblers. The 11 Tutors’ Grind M 
at Oxford is only a pleasant and somewhat long walk, and hai 
nothing to do with racing horses and Polo ponies And though he 
docs not altogether imitate the 11 British Workman ”, whose apparel 
loudly proclaims the man from a distance, the Oxford Don is by no 
means a fop in the matter of dress. Many an uncrowned king of 
Oxford and Cambridge has an income which is beneath the contempt 
of a Joint Magistrate, and he has to resort to many a shift to eke out 
a fair livelihood. And it is no exaggeration to say that he has to 
work twice as hard as an ordinary Professor in on Indian College. 
It is not money, therefore, that would attract the best men to Aligarh 
but the company of equally learned colleagues, a well-filled Library 
or a well-equipped Laboratory, and the reputation of the place So far 
Aligarh can boost of nothing in this line and money alone will have 
to form the great attraction, unless it is the fertile character of the 
soil which in the matter of scholarship is also uufortunately 
quite vugin. The two Hyderabad Chairs which we have 
suggested would, we believe, attract true scholarship, and we 
hope we shall not have to wait longer than a month to 
annouhre the supplementary gift of a veritable prince among 
gwers. But that is a matter for the future. The past has not, 
however, been wholly satisfactory and the publication of Provincial 
figures, for which we had been clamouring for the better part of a year, 
confirms our early belief that their non-publication in the past haa 
been materially responsible for the delay in collection. The general 
complaint of slow realization must have been wholly unjust for a place 
bke the Bahawalpur State which, thanks to its President of Council, 
Maulvi Rahim Baksh Khan Bahadur, C.I E., and his energetic co- 
workers, promised nearly & lakh and twenty thousand, and paid it 
Similarly, Kashmir and the Central Provinces, and the territories 
beyond India have paid their contributions in full. Such general 
complaints must have been at least harsh in the cases of Bhopal, 
Central India, the Frontier, Oudh, Rampur, Bombay, and Rajputano, 
which have paid 88, 88, 77, 67, 67, 65 and 64 per cent, respectively, 
of their contributions. Perhaps they were not altogether unjust m 
the cases of Behar, Hyderabad, Agra (East), Madras, and the Punjab 
that had respectively collected 57, 55, 51. 4*> tnd 45 per cent, of 
their subscriptions. But they were folly deserved by Sindh* Western 
Bengal (Alas for poor Bengal!), Baluchistan and Agra (West), which 
had paid only ao, 23, 34, and 36 per cent, respectively, of 
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tftfr had promised. But no language that has yet been used cam be 
Viuun a hundred mile radius of adequate for the apathy of Eastern 
Bengal and Surma. The former promised Rs. 65,348-8*0 and had 
paid till the 31st October only as. 3,189-8-0. Perhaps the shining 
Orbs of the orient are busy circling round the sunt of their Provincial 
bureaucrats and moving heaven and earth for a new University and 
a new High Court* But people who can onJy pay 5 per cent of what 
they promise evidently need only certain 1 branches of the High 
Court of Judicature. We are confident that the Hon. Khwaja 
Sir Salimullah, the Nawab Bahaduj of Dacca, whose generosity 
and energy so well impressed th$ All-India Mohamedan 
Educational Conference in 1906, and hja worthy lieutenant, the 
Hon Khan Bahadur Nawab Ali Lhowdhry, mil not rest 
on their oars. But what of business-like Burma? Wc triifct its 
commercial instinct has not played it fa be in regarding its pruniiftes 
in the light of 1‘romissory Notes , fur us it is the collections bear to the 
subscriptions the ratio of interest on Government paper—exactly 3 % 
per cent. I We hope Burma is equally safe I Ah for Western Bengal, 
we are inclined to make some excuses for it, but can find none 
except this, that as Bengal has not yet been true to itself it is hardly 
just to accuse it of being false to olherb. J'rauicully the whole of 
the Rs. 76,628 promised is the subscription of Calcutta itself, and it 
is no secret that even that is due to the generosity cf the prosperous 
merchants of Delhi and Surat, or the people of Debar who hare 
settled down in Calcutta. There is still one more chance of testing the 
liberality of Bengal, and we hope all those parochial patriots who 
decline to pay for educational enterprises nut started at then very 
doorsteps, will come in thur thousands to fill the coffers or the 
Calcutta Madrasa when .subscriptions are asked to raise it to the 
status of a first grade College. \Vu hope the glibly used phrase, 

#l local needs", will not then be substituted by the huntHltr, though 
at the same time franker, phiase, " domestic requin merits ”1 It is 
some consolation to know iIial within tins month more than 
Rs. 35,000 have been realized and the percentage of Western 
Bengal's payment is thanks to the persistence of Mr. SultAn Ahmad, 
as high os 70. But the sugar merchants who had postponed their 
promises till a rise in the price of sugar ought to conic forward now 
that sugar is extra sweet to them and make up the balance 
needed to raise Bengal's contribution to at least a lakh 
For more reasons than one we heartily wish for a further 
rise in the price of sugar. The one Province that has dune 
remarkably well is Bombay It promised Rs (1,10,539-12 o and has 
paid Rs. 3,93,8x2-8-0. But that is nut all. Subscriptions are still 
coming in, and we hear that the Mem on s, who had been somewhat 
cold, are at last thawing under the heal of attentionsjiaid u> Lhcm by 
a number of Bombay stalwarts, chief among whom 1$ 'lie worthy son 
of our worthy Baronet, the Hun Mr l-'azullihny Currimbhoy 
Ebrahim. Bravo, Bombay I Capital's Bombay cone spun dent had 
published the base insinuation that a boyc itt of Italians wo» like!) 
to prove useful to its Advotale-in Chtel, the Bnicnict. Though it 
would be impertinent even to deny the knavish reports of such 
motives, for once we arc inclined to wish lhaL the report may prose 
Correct. Moslem India is bound to boycoit Italy, and if that bringsud 
ditional gains to the Currimbhuys, wt. know it means more grist to the 
Aligarh mill I We are sorry to note that Rnmpur Ins slid hall 1 lakh 
to pay and trust the debt will soon be wiped olf. But .ipn* t f’oni llis 
Highness's donation, it soems, only Rs 500 have been mi-.eil Oh, 
fie, Ranipur I Oudh too, has imny small cheques to collivi and uc 
hope the Hon. Raja Saheb of Mnlimudabad i» not goirg to let the 
year close witn a pie unrealized H. II the Minim’s donauon means 
not only an addition ut 5 lakhs and the ovation of two flams, but a 
rapid increase in the contributions of Deccan's great nobit s. \\ n hope 
that at the end of igti wi» shall have thr pleasure of recording pro 
nrises of half a crore, and tnc payment ol at least 75 per r^nt VVV 
suppose onr reforming conjeirfi>ornry, the Ir ium Sncnn A'/nrmir of 
Bombay, can afford to wait oil then,and will not pess its highly m.>mJ— 
not to say politic—request to the Govummuu of India 'o break uith 
with seventy millions of its subjects as a Coronation boon * We hope 
we do not misunderstand the /.A A 1 . If the Government ol India 

would assert itself at this juncture, and give n little wholesome advice 
to the promoters of sectarian Universe ics, ihe country may yet be 
saved from a serious darker and Government from possibilities of 
grave embamussment n An i* we in India were not ulreody too much 
ruled, our reforming contemporary, tired of converting its clients, 
appeals to the 41 Patriot Kings J of S.inla to crush independent Uni¬ 
versities under their iron heel, and to pass Ilfr. Basil's Bill at the 
point of the bayonet I Such is Reform > 

WiiBTHRk the Anglo-Russian Convention Will survive the recent 
developments in the Persian situation or drift to 
Persia. an ignominious end, it has secured an unenviable 

niche in history. The whole world was called 
to witness and admire the purpose for which this double-edged 
instrument was foiged, and Sir Edward Grey in particular loved to 
dangle it as a great achievement of Liberal statesmanship which 
Would ensure the free and undisturbed development of the con¬ 
stitutional regime in Persia, Wiser and more experienced Liberals, 
however, shook their heads in doubt and considered it to be an 


than that <f the Tima which wys tbit " Rnui»«rticm butaawd 
unbounded surprise." If we could but believe il I Who could barn 
known the drift of the Convention betted than the TJwmsj unless per¬ 
haps It was—Sir Edward Grey? The practical remits d the Conven¬ 
tion ever since it began to shape Anglo-Russian diplomacy at Teheran 
will stand out for all ages as a warning and a prophecy. There is 
no greater danger to the freedom of young nationalities^ than the 
irresolution and shuffling of a British Liberal like Sir Edward 
Grey tempered with Muscovitism. If Persia has escaped partition 
to-day, it is because the Muscovite is confident that the prey i* 
within' his grasp and that he can well bide his time. Thanks 
to the advice of England, he has secured all that he wants for tbw 
present. He will receive an apology from the Persian Government 
for not having patiently submitted to the interference of the 
Russian Cossacks in the administration of its laws. He will have 
driven out the one independent and able man, the American Finance 
Minister, who could be trusted to fearlessly carry out reforms and 
organise the finances of the country. Above all he will exact 
^£300,000 as a fine for disobedience. In this ruthless blackmailing 
of a poor, helpless people, already groaning under the weight of 
intolerable financial herders, there is a touch of the brigand as 
wdl as of the irate schoolmaster who loves to impose heavy 
penalties for all boyish freaks in the interests of discipline. Even 
the Times has been led to feel that the dragooning of a defenceless 
nation, which, os the blatant champion ol Jingo Imperialism it is 
ever ready to justify as 41 sterner realities, 1 ’ has in this case reached 
its limits. Indeed, the 11 sterner realities" of the situation must 
be ugly beyond redemption when even the grand inconsequence 
uf this journal gathers enough point to emphasise 11 the significance 
of Russian action which it does not consider altogether justified ” 
Russian methods ate s.mply disreputable and there is a grave and dis¬ 
tinct danger to England’s prestige and reputation in the East by her 
association with an unscrupulous ally U;t us for argument's sake set 
aside all considerations about the preservation of the freedom of a 
fine and gifted race, although these considerations ought to be present 
in the counsels of British statesmen. Lfottmg it at the lowest plane 
of self-interest, the existence of Persia ox an indcpeAdeut Power 
is a matter of supreme importance to British position in the East 
Is there, then, no British statesman of enough courage and resource to 
emancipate the ior-igri policy of his country from the evil dominance 
of Russia * T he dread of Germany seems to have got on the nerves 
of Sir Edward Grey, and recent disclosures by the German Foreign 
Minister lend weight to the belief that Russia is freely exploiting 
Gcrmonophobe leanings of British diplomacy for her own designs in 
the Middle East Sir ICdvwtid Grey was prepared to go to war against 
Germany for the sake of France over a dispute about An insignificant 
aud forsaken port in Morocco. Vet he could not restrain Italy, 
a member of the Triple Alliance, nor could he tolerate the humani¬ 
tarian protests against Italian atrocities in the House of Commons, 
His Persian policy lias been one of absolute surrender to Russian 
demands He lias patently acquiesced in the systematic campaign of 
coercion, threats and bullying with which Russia 13 trying to reduce 
PuM.m Ireedom to nullity and law and administiation lo chaos. 
Surely flic uiighi and prestige of the great British Empire could 
be put to nobler and worthier and more profitable end*! Of course, 
th': paper* publish denials of the rumour that Sir Edward Grey was 
going to resign But who ever believed that he had even this much ■ 
vestige of cun sl 1 cure left in him ? No * not Sir Edward 1 


The Dragon Empire *s in the tn.vails of a new birth Tile 
only danger is that the nurses in attendance 
China. may not kill it in mutual jealousy before n hag 

been safely delivered of the new Republic. 
The danger is chronic in all such cases, And the symptoms of its 
existence in China are developing with Alarming rA^idity. 11 Foreign 
interests’* which 111 common parlance mean ambitions of the Europoaft 
Powers are a formidable rock on which many a progressive mover 
mcnl and many an effort fur self-improvement in Eastern lands liavw t 
com? to grief. These 41 interests ” are as vague as nebuke and dude aft * 
efforts at patient analysis, But they are supposed to be omnipresent ■ 
and arc felt to act m everything invisibly but implacably like tbw 
atmospheric pressure. There exists a shrewd suspicion in wcH~ 
informed quarters that, when firmly tackled, these interests begin 
to evaporate and leave behind as residue a proselytising missionary * 
or at worst a peddler in fancy goods. As ill-luck would fiave ~ 
a report of the murder of a missfonaty m China has been duly* 
supplied by Reuter, and one shudders to think of the consequences * 
of this grave catastrophe. Foreign warships are already patroljmg the , 
coasts, in some places foreign troops have been landed* and more am' 
being sent or held in readiness*for eventualities. Almost every great' 
Power has declared its desire to abstain froto intervention andaltiiosjt * 
every Power has sent warships and troops to Strengthen jta 
guards! As the Tims would lay, all of them are ^waiting develop 
menu, 1.#., carefully watching opportimfties to create Aeyy ^ipberea^ 
of influence ” or convert the emstiif one* iim “ pretedtftiiv^*'? in'*, 
order to avert the dismemberment: of the Chum .tbtipfrh and 
preserve its integrity I 0 , tremendous Jlmest 
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Russia's designs on Persia, France’s coup in Morocco, and Italy's 
brigandage in Tripoli have aU emphasised the solidarity of Islam 
even now that Mussalmans and Islam have fallen on evil days and evil 
tongues. But each incident that accentuates this characteristic of 
the Faith of Moh&med bears witness to the fact that this creed is 
in one respect wholly peculiar Islam has been a riddle to the 
rest of the world for more than thirteen centuries, and it is still a 
riddle to-day. 

No country and race were perhaps so exclusive and clannish as 
Arabia and the Arabians. Their pride of place was the one theme 
of their poets, and the long stretch of the desert sand that had cut 
off this people from ihe rest of humanity had given to the inhabitants 
of the Ambian peninsula an extreme insularity. They were intensely 
jealous of theiv purity of blood and purity of speech line that was 
more than thirteen hundred years ago, and although the Arab still 
holds bis head high, there is more purity of blood and speech in 
the rude dweller of the desert to-day than in the tliU of Arab 
society It is only in the Najd that the Beduin and his hoise can 
still bmist of unalloyed pedigree. For the Last of the Prophets 
wrought a great miracle, and Providence chose to cast the seed of the 
purest democracy on the apparently barren soil of an intensely 
aristocratic desert, so that the wilderness may blossom as & garden 
and justify the ways < f God to men. Islam changed the whole face 
of cbe peninsula, but no change was so stupendous as the substi¬ 
tution of a brotherhood of all believers for th^claims of Arabia’s 
warring tribes to social superiority The glory of Rome that it made 
the orb of the world an ur6s seems by comparison on empty 
boast, for Islam can claim far more truly that it made of all the 
faithful a single family. 

We do not wish to shut our eyes to the innumerable internecine 
wars of Moslem dynasties or the narrow jealousies of Us reputed 
seventy-two sects. Nor shall we lightly pass over the Liter racial 
prejudices of Arab and Ajam Turk and Tajik But there is no ideal 
of humanity which it has yet fully achieved, and the loftier the ideal 
is the more difficult is its achievement The millennium 
is not yet and perfection—which is the surest enemy of 
progress—is still distant. The full realization of the ideal of 
Islam is in the womb of futurity, but the history of that 
Golden Age of Islam—the times of the Prophet and his theocratic 
successors known as the Kkulafu-vRashutecn —has shown 
to every subsequent generation of Mussalmans a glimpse of 
human perfection which went far to convince it that the ideal of 
Islam was not unattainable. After recounting every lailure, large nr 
small, m the pursuit of the Islamu. ideal of equalitv and fraternity, 
there still remains a solid residuum of achievement which no other 
system of political philosophy or social ethics oas yet paralleled. 
A Little known poet of our own generation has painted for us a distant 
scene with a s 1 rapacity and directness that bring the [last so vividly 
before os. He writes — 

* A <Lmy~ 

«£- ^ | j* jjM* J I ti 

( * 6 . A 

A- n» VjJ *— ji sS-ijl )) 1 

•Ljtf 

2- ?>I ut'ji ^ i- 1 ?- 

|(The Caravan is 9 travelling towards the Holy City. A\ its head 
j is a Warnot of great dignity. But it is strange that he 
|'himself i* on loot and in his stead the camel driver odes on 
?; the camel. They travel on thus, riding and walking by turns, both 
# Practising the brotherhood of Islam). This was tbo journey to 
f Tarumdem of Omar, Commander of the Faithful and tteC on q ue r ot of 
Persia and Egyptf IFW1S? same Omar who, though be had 
Ifraflart the teasf' hesitation deprived Khalid, the generalissimo, the 
$word of Islam, of hu command, could do nothing against 
the Prophet’s Muezzin, a Nubian manumitted slave, but pray 
1 woman^that God may securebm Jrom tt m . misch ief 
may non>e an Omas today nor a filial; but those 
I who see the relations of master and man ui Moslem coun- 
f,tries cab yet bear testimony to the singular freedom of Islam 

I tem the conventions and prejudices of caste and class. 11 Venly 
pD , Moslem are brothers," u*d the ideal of social democracy and 
fraternity makes it possible for the ihreo hundred million 
Vussainoans of the worja, scattered as they are over three continents, 
gild subject to different rulers, mostly holding an alien creed, 
to laugh at distance and breathe And pray a unique mutual 
fljuqwiy- / 

If is not the identity of ethnic origin, nojr' the bond ofa 
I common geographical situation that binds thtp fc sixth of the 
t human race.. Professor Oman, speaking of the efforts 


of Christian Missions in the t)ark Ages, wrote that M the 
Saracen alone it was impossible to convert,* 1 and Kaiser Wilhelm IL 
is said to have lamented similar missionary failures in the 
Dark Continent to-day. But who was the Saracen, and why 
is Islam so successful even to-day when it has reached 
its political nadir ? Scratch the Saracen, of history—and dig your 
nails deep enough. When you have done that you will find him 
to be a converted Jew, or Christian, Copt or Hindu It was Islam’s 
universal brotherhood that threw the Aryan and the Somite, 
Arab and Ajam, Turk and Tajik, white, yellow and black, all 
into one melting pot and made the amalgam the unconvertible 
Saracen It is the same practical everyday Brotherhood of Man 
that succeeds to-day in Africa when the shadowy and impalpable 
Fatherhood of God fails to impress the simple Negro. Truth 

may doubt, and the Tunes may sneer at the i( big drum of Islam,” 

yet the universal feeling of rage that has stirred the Mussalmans 
ol the world at the presert moment as they had never been stirred 
before within living memory goes to prove, if prool was necessary, 
that the fraternity of Islam is not on empty boost. i 

But it is not our present purpose to “ beat the big drum of | 
Islam ” In fact it is the duty of all responsible persons—a duty 1 
that they owe to themselves and their co-rcligionists much more \ 
than to their rulers of an alien creed—to prevent the deep | 
and surging resentment of the Mussalmans from running into | 
dangerous channels, and we appeal to them all to be extremely f 
vigilant at this extremely critical period It is clear that the J 
Mussulmans have not forgotten the fraternity of Islam , but wq * 
must ask them frankly if they have not forgotten Islam itself.' J 
This is a question that forcibly intrudes itself on our attenUon „ 
and it must be ansAiucd Islam in its origin was neither a race * 
nor a nationality. But what is it to-day? ThAt it exists as a ? 
separate entity it will be sheer imbecility to doubt. But what ■ 
with its Moslem Leagues and its Red Crescent Societies, in < 
there not a manifest danger of its degenerating into a political t 
war-cry? We need hardly say that we mean no disrespect j 

to Leagues and Red Crescent Societies. But we hold that Islam > 

transcends in Us importance all political associations and all ; 
organisations for the relief of war’s sufferers It is not in politics 
that lies the salvation of the Moslfjn world. ^ f / 

"v ' AVhat wafc the 'essence of the Islamic civilisation ? ' It was 
not Art, though Art formed the basis of Greek culture. . 

It w&s not Metaphysics, though Metaphysics supplied a substratum r 
to Hindu civilisation. And it was not Politics, though Politics ia\ 
the foundation of modem European Society. ^It was Social \ 
Ethics /TslanfwaB a inasKafT—^ patfiway—ana neither contempla¬ 
tion iTOt conquest can be the true mazhab of humanity. If the 
puritanic character of that faith had discouraged music, if its 
ideality had checked the growth of sculpture and painting; if its 
tatpva or 11 God-fearingncss l ' hod choked the channel of Arab 
poetry of the Days of Ignorance, with its free loves and wan of 
vengeance, if its horror of subtleties had made it unattractive for the 
abstruse thmkei, Hlhad at least supplied the Moslem with a simple 
guide of conduct. Not that the flow of Art or Music could be 
checked for ever, for in caligraphy, in carpet weaving, and in 
arc hitecture the Moslem found outlets fer bis genius, and, as in 
architecture so in muh'c, the Moslem graft on the original Aryan 
plant improved the fruit beyond recognition. Not that jn 
Literature, Philosophy oi Science thirteen centuries of Islam have 
been barren; for the names of Firdausi and Sa’di, Hafiz and 
Khayyam, Abu Nawas and Mutanabbi, Mir and Ghabb, Averroes 
and Avicenna, (Ih&zzaii and Kazi. Shah Wahullah and Syed Ahmad 
Khan are proof enough that the Lamp of Letters was kept alight. 
But more than all these, the glory of Islam has been that not a 
soul in Lhc philosopher’s closet oi the kitchen lias been left 
without the consolation of religion m its adversities and its 
perplexities, and that no human being could fail to find readily an 
easily intelligible rule of conduct in the Qur'an, that most practical 
of all codes of ethics for all aspects of life, for all the functions 
uf father or son, husband or wife, neighbour or friend, citizen 
or subject, king or conqueror. 

Not so very long ago, Iqbal, the passionate poet of our youth, 
burst out into a “Complaint.” It is difficult to quote from 
that impassioned remonstrance with Allah, and we must ask our 
readers to read the for themselves. But wc must indicate 
the general argument, although the language must perforce appear 
by comparison altogether tame and tasteless. He justly suggests 
that he is the plaintive Nightingale and not the Rose that is 
silent, and he says he has a Complaint against Allah which he 
cannot contain with himself. 
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He owns that the Creator nt the Flower in the Garden even 
before He created the Breeze. But it was the Breeze that spread 
the fragrance of the Flower, and he claims that the Breeze was the 
Moslem. He paints a vivid picture of the earlier modes of worship 
and then of thif'prowess of Mussalmans who cleared the way for 
the advance of Unity. They did not fight for mere glory, for glory 
does not last. They did not shed blood for the sake of wealth, 
for that was vanity. They did not unshcath the sword for the 
advancement of trade, for they were not mercenary. Their sword 
Kras the key that unlocked the dark and dqpfy dungeons of the 
world which die Message of Unity flooded with divine light 
Then he turns to the fate of the Moslems oj to-day and compares 
it with the far happier lot of others. 
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He goes on;—“The idols in the temples rejoice that the 
defenders of the Ka'ba shall be no more and that the singers of the 
camel drivera' song in the caravan shall be silenced. Art 
Thou aware that Infidelity laughs at Faith ? Hast Thou no concern 
even for Thy Unity? Thou, who giveut without reckoning or 
limit, why hast Thou denied Thy blessings to Moslems ? If Thou 
wiliest bubbles may form themselves in the snnd and a flood may 
rise from the mirage beating its waves on the thirsty traveller But 
all that we receive is the scorn of unbelievers, humiliation and penury. 

Is shame the only return or death for 'Hiy name ? The world now 
loves others and to us remains nought but a world of fancy. Wc 
depart and others take over the control of the world to-day Say 
not, then, that the world was left without the Oneness ot God. 
tVe only live to keep olive Thy name; may be that the 
Cup may remain, and the Cup-bearer may be no morel Thy 
anomblage is over and Thy lovers have departed. The sighs of the 
dusk and the wails of the dawn are hushed We gu^c over 
our hearts to Thee and took away its meagre price. Hardly 
had we sat down when the order was given to go Thy 
(oven came and then departed—with the promise of the morrow I 
Search them now if Thou wilt with the light of Thy lace. Thu Love- 
l’ang* for Leillah 1 ! and the Side of Qais are the same. The HilU 
and the Desert or Najd and the Leaping of the Ga/elLe arc thc.same 
The Heart of Love and the Charm of Beauty arc the same. The 
Following of Thy Messenger is the same and Thou art the same 
Then why this causeless estrangement and the eye of wrath?” 
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IqbaPs is an impassioned pica, but it iS nevertheless abil^ 
none bnwsitetter In j 

/•SuoBonST social uid tien pfitUTWt gatnerinjpt of ifae Moslems j 
1 the theme of the orator and the poet is religion But it is time/' 
they avoided all Juggling aqd platform tricks about religion. It is 
not the rhetoric of the orator, the rhjrmn of the poet, or the nimbi* 
activity of the touch-and-go philosopher that can supply an answer 
to the question, “Have not Moslems forgotten Islam"? The l 
problem of religion must lie dealt with as a snake-catchcr deals, 
with a cobra oi a gardener with an undergrowth of nettles. No' 
mnttriy touch, but# quick grasp, determined and firm. Is it not 
^Li in lie &nMi unite vwrwt Hinjisme^f HinissalmaA is recorded i 
in virtue of the creed that inspired them in war as it moved them hi 
peace ? Is it not that they owed their glory of yesterday to that, and ! 
own their degradation of today only to themselves ? Was it not only 
when their wars and public!) and domestic lift* were divorced from 
their faith that they aeHmed, and now that'the'/ are face to face with 
a tremendous crisis, is ft Pot (that their religion has but little hold 
on their lives and but little influence on their actions ? The ritualists 
who protended piety have been lashed viciously enough till they are 
bent and bleeding and hek the feet of the men of “ New Light ” 
who alone command fame and power to-day. The ritualists who J 
pretended piety no doubt richly deserved the oa»ugatiQ]j. _ But; 
of the spiritu^lyU .who diiBemble sincerity P./ Are 


the faithful to prayer, they would hetr his voice and hasten to mira¬ 
tion ? Would not a tear-drop be too maudlin an exhibition and stain 
a well-earned reputation for f ‘ rationalism ” ? Iqbal has well described 
the peaceful array which taught his ancestors now to form a solid 
phalanx in the hour of battle 
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Few of the Moslems in India have a chance of ignoring the # 
bayonets and the bullets or the enemy on occasions bke those 
described in Iqbal's verse which, however, were the commonplace 
occurrences of those days. But we ask whether even a few among 
their leaders to-day would brave the smiles of surprise that would play 
round the bureaucratic mouths of some of their friends if they knelt 
down at the setting of the sun on Lhe lawns of the Govevtmvent^ 
House in & Garden Party ^TTffi"Ttrcfcter Tor “religious ceremonial 
’is laughed at, and laughed at justly But wc submit that the 
spiritual Pharisee, who talks transcendental philosophy and 
the higher criticism, who is so lull of ethics and culture, is 
the wretch who has not yet had his deserts. The fatwas of in¬ 
fidelity of the old bigot ore not so dangerous to-day as the subtle 
influence of the young unbeliever’s honeyed phrases and facile faiths. 
Prayer is a drudgery, fasting is against all medical canons; to 
i give zakat is to encourage sturdy beggars , the pilgrimage to Mecca 
is idolatory , IsWtnic rules of cleanliness were framed before the 
i microbe was discovered ; the reading of the Quran in a foreign tongue 
-I serves no purpose and translations are not good literature ; Islamic 
i laws of* matrimony, divorce and puidah are relics of bar baring 
7 Islamic rules of succession are arithmetical puzzles , and, of course, the 
prohibition of intoxicants applies only to drunkenness, which, absit 
*cmen t is not to be dreamt uf in the case of moderate drinkers 1 
i And yet, when Morocco is “ protected,” Tripoli is “ annexed u and 
1 Persia n “ strengthened,” Europe and Christendom are vehemently 
j abused and the cry is raised on all sides that 11 Islam is in danger. 

,, As if Islam could ever be in greater danger through the belief of In- 
1 Adds than through the beliefs and actions of such among the 
- Faithful 

w Iqbal knows all this and his 11 Complaint ” is not so much 
against Allah as against his so-called worshipper^ 

okf ijt* LT* 

We echo his plaintive wail and his prayer* 
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\hc “Hie "of Hjtiwr ,- fh the privacy of 

their hearts ? Would the burnt Nubian Muezzin of the Prophet 
appreciate the Poet’s glowing simile quite as much as his admirer* ? 
It is related that only once, on the occasion of a great battle, 
Bilal was induced to proclaim the hour of prayer after the death 
of the Prophet. And it is stated that it brought tears to the eye* 
of stem tfarricra and old men wept like children. Are we sure 
tj»t even if a Bilal were to mount the steps of the minaret and call 


Illusions. 

The moat awful and intolerable tragedy for the human mind 
is to cease to feel enthusiasm, to lose its faculty of fVesh and virgin 
Astonishment. There are indeed occasions when even the molt 
virile and c&parious minds are bored by the fatigue of effort and 
turn in shea; disgust from the flat, incurable monotony of things. 
These are, however, recuperative pause* in the incessaflt menial 
toll, when hope and faith are in the threes of i birth 
and are gathering ampler energy and wfll for fteph, toys of 
creation. The passing cloud rolls away, the s^rit rejoices mine glory 
of the recovered heavens aqd moves in tbf «jjht of tjie Start. Btjt 
there is Another kind of fatigue that altogether dries tip the sources 
of energy, a weight of monotony that never lifW, a doubt that maims 
for ever, an utter paralysis of the will, an edipie that btotlMt the 
heavens, and robe the earth of its Kght This grievous arefottoof 
the spirit is calked by various hames—Satiety, Pemmfcm,, Dfc 
ilUtsionment* Derangement of the Stomach are ftntre qg ttam 
Whatever its origin, theafWcuon codsio the mental mf hp mttil 
death of the unfortunate suflfeW- The shades of the MMMfhnp', 
close around him. The ngte of Jojf dieguot llllhi' fled 
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the oracle is dumb for ever more. He vainly interrogates life and 
cries with Hafiz. 
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(No astrologer has discovered the star of my destiny. 0 God ! 
what was the planet that presided when mother earth gave me 
birth?) 

Thu death of hope, this paralysis of effort, this gradual ending 
of faith and aspiration in an individual is, as we have said, perhaps the 
most awful tragedy of the human mind. We would not say with the 
cynic that without illusions life is not only insupportable but impossible 
and that the only reality ever known to man is what a person feels just 
before committing suicide. It would be a quite interminable process 
to enter into a discussion of the nature and importance of “ illusions 11 
that inspire human efforts,—the hopes, the ideals and the aspirations 
that have moved the human heart since the birth of creation. They 
have changed with the change of purpose in human life. Some 
of them are dead, and create no enthusiasm and offer no guidance 
in the diverse problems that confront mankind to-day Thue is, 
however, an underlying spirit of kinship in all the various ideals 
and watchwords that have moved the heart and mind of man in 
bis ceaseless march through the ages. There is a unity in differ¬ 
ence. And although the faith of to-day may sink into a mere 
superstition of to-morrow, it serves a distinct function in human 
development as lung as it moves men with genuine enthusiasm. 
The illusion is, for the time being, the only reality, the faith that 
inspires all creative energy, the vital fact in the shifting panorama 
of history 

Every people have their illusions Without them they cannot 
live as an organised and progressive human group There arc, lor 
instance, the illusions of motherland, of race, of nationality which 
have been, in varying degrees, common to the whole human race 
and have vitally affected the course of human history. They may 
be ethically offensive and crude , blundering or futile as philosophy. 
But they are very vital and red and dominate the entire range of 
human life and affairs to-day. They are not simply forces, they are 
the atmosphere, the enveloping climate in which motive and purpose 
and aim are being bred and moulded into definite shapes. A man 
without “ patnotism" is to millions an unthinkable horror. 
Millions would instinctively feel that such a monster could not exisl. 
Millions, again, quite amiable and virtuous people in private life, 
would be lashed into a bestial fury and passion it their 11 patnotism " 
required them to avenge a “ national ” wrong. None would suppose 
a country parson to be fond of plunder, theft, treachery or 
murder id the daily concerns of Lite, yet a simple change of motive 
from the individual to the “ racial” or “national” plane would 
strip him baie of his restraints and conventions and urge him as 
“ patriot ” to commit all the deadly situ of the flesh without the 
slightest rwruiise or fear of the Lord. Society punishes murder 
with death Nations commemorate their war heroes—mep who could 
slaughter and kill most effectively—in marble and bronze 'There 
may be a difference of motive in either case, but there is hardly a 
difference of value and result. Society may be a compromise and 
Us codes a convention. “ Nationality ” abhors compromise and is 


a greater convention still. 

<f Nationalism ” may be a necessary stage in the evolution of a 
world-state or some other kind of organisation for the federation 
of humanity. The “illusion ’’ will last as long os it is useful and will 
ultimately perish as a legend. Is it, however, right or reasonable or 
even necessary that the eviction of 11 nationality 14 should be the 
eltd in itself? Are there no higher and better objects that should 
ebufi the efforts and devotion of public men and patriots ? To teach 
every new generation to reverence and worship the fetish and burn 
life-long incense at the shrine of a temporary divinity is to lose entire 
sense of ptoporticS and to raise the acquisition of nitons into 
an end in itself. Such miscairiages of aim occur with painful 
frequency in some of the most tragic chapter* in history *' National¬ 
ism n Off an ideal, for the practical realisation of which some of the 
worn passion* of young humanity are roused by a direct appeal 
tsi soTb£ of the most brutal attd unworthy achievements of its 
ancestors—their self-assertion, lust of power and dominion, their 
tountoow energy* even their prejudices, savage usages and 
apperttftioiis—must have some relation to the ultimate end and 
ptfrposc of human life, even though it be a necessary “ illusion D 
at the present stage of human development. 

Jt is, in some ways, a curious phenomenon, that, while strong, 
healthy and virile nations have their “illusions 11 about the fixture, the 
tapdett laces invariably turn to the past and console themselves 
with the golden visioW that flit in the twilight of legend or in the 
softened glamour of hfettuy. The ohe fnay be a pursuit of the 
jjUtf-fthft-Wispt but it has all the zest of adventure, the inspiration 
ef effort, the charm of novelty. But the other is a sheer debauchery 
Of {he senses, the lazy movements of a jaded spirit through that 
museum of curios, the wide and sweeping pieturef&nertts of Memory 
with the ghosts and images of the post like old men, 

. d&dont meet suffer from a paralysis Of will and dea^med aspiration. 
In India the experience of every earnest reform^, soeud, policial, 
orteKgfouB, is * record of Strenuous fight to detbftne the images of 



the past and replace them by the more vigorous and fresh images 
about the future. r The innate passion for change and novelty is 
a great motive power in all human endeavours, but habit is an 
equally great conservative force That is perhaps why every success 
fill social or political adaptation has been achieved on the strength of 
the illusion that every new departure in human thougut or action is a 
mere revival of the past—a redelivery, so to speak, of an earlier inspira¬ 
tion. Every effective reformer knows and loves to play upon the 
paradox that change is in reality no change but a “ re-formation. 1 ' In 
Tact by a wise perception of the psychology of habit he calls himself a 
11 re former 11 and not an innovator. This is, however, a great 
popular illusion and has done immense mischief in many directions. 

Indian society is, in the main, hopelessly wedded to the past. 
Even many of its so-called 11 emancipated ” reformers have hardly a 
true conception of the nature of their work And mission. They forget 
the fundamental postulate of their self-imposed task, that the thing 
that once has been can never be ogam History never repeats itself. 
Social “re-formations” areas meaningless as “re-formations” in 
morals or theologies. While therefore all assertions about recreat¬ 
ing the past faithfully in every detail are unscientific cants, they 
are no less mischievous in their effect on the popular conceptions of 
social duty and of the purpose of human life. To perpetually live in 
a dream of social blessedness that never was, not only produces the 
habit of a slavish adherence to dead forms and decaying customs, 
but absolutely reverses the standard of values in social achievement. 
Not only “ re formations ” are impossibe but undesirable The re¬ 
surrection of 5th century India would be a calamity that would 
drive every “ re-former 11 and lover of the golden past to seek refuge 
in anarchism. It is, however, an infinite consolation to think 
that what has been done cannot be done agaiu, nor can it be 
undone for the matter of that. The moving finger wntes and, 
having wnL, moves on 

It should not, however, be inferred that such an attitude land# 
one in the hopeless quagmire of the doctrine which the Neitsche 
cult Das popularised among modern cynics, f>., what is, is right 
In spite of the Determinism of Ancient Metaphysics and the 
thorough-going fatalism of modern evolutionary Philosophy, man 
believes in his heart of hearts to be the master of his fate and acts 
in the confident belief that his world is not the best of all possible 
worlds He has his illusions and he strives to make them a reality. 
But all the illusions of the nations that are alive with hope and 
vitality are abouL the future, and this makes all the difference. 
India wants not “ re formers ” but revolutionaries wbo would release 
the heart and mind nf the people from the thraldom of a dead past 
and turn them confidently ahead. The nature of the appeal has 
got to be completely changed. They should be roused to activity, 
not for the sake of what they were but what they can be. In the 
first case they would sink into a static calm, which is another nAme 
for death In the second cose they would feel the joy of unmeasured 
freedom and, as the rightful heir of all the ages, would inherit the 
whole Universe as their legitimate possession. 


Water Wireless Telegraphy. 

We iiavr received with extreme satisfaction the news of Mr. 
Habib-ur-Rah man Khan’s election as a Member of the Royal 
Institution in recognition of his discovery of Water Wireless 
Telegraphy more than a year ago, about which we wrote in 
some detail very early in the year. We believe the Royal 
Institution is the premier scientific society of the world and 
admits only scientists of recognised standing as its members, 
and it is stated that there is not a single member of the Institu¬ 
tion in India, whether English or Indian, and perhaps none in 
the rest of Asia either. Lord Rayleigh proposed Mr. Habib-ur- 
Rahman Khan for membership and Sir James Dewar, Sir William 
Crookes, and the Duke of Northumberland seconded. This is 
an honour of wliich we must all be proud and we trust that Mr. Hahib- 
ur-Pabman Khan will not be like the prophet who is without honour 
in his own country The Deutsche Mathematische Vereimgurg of 
Leipzic, the chief scientific society of Germany, has also nominated 
him as a member on the proposal of its President, and some forty 
other scientific societies of England, Germany, France, America, 
Australia and Africa have offered fellowships and memberships. 
The Trustees of the Gunning Victoria Jubilee Prize, which is of 
the value of fts 6o,ooo and is awarded for the best original work of 
Physics, have informed Mr. Habib-ur-Rahman Khan that the 
pamphlet in which he has described his discovery will be 
considered when the Trustees meet in 191s to award the 
Prize. Only recently he received a communication from the Manager 
of a firm in Columbia, who said that, having read of the 
discovery, his firm wanted to establish communication by 
water for 70 miles, and Were prepared to pay handsomely for the 
same. 

Some months ago a lecture was delivered at the Royal 
Institution by Professor Baker, one of the best English authorities on 
Telegraphy, on “ Progress In Wireless Telegraphy,” and subsequently 
published in the Times. In the course of his lecture, Professor Baker 
said that 11 there Ore very remarkable future possibilities in the system 
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defiled by Mr. Habib-ur-Rahman Khan, and it is very notable 
that he hai worked very long distances through river with 
the small power available from the ordinary Cardew Vibrator. 11 It 
is noteworthy that Mr. Habib-ur-Rahman Khan is a Superintendent 
Of Telegraphs abAll&habad and is now placed on special duty at the 
Delhi Durbar Camp, Obviously the proper thing to do was to place 
the discoverer of a system with such remarkable possibilities on 
special duty to make further experiments on behalf of the Govern¬ 
ment, and to supply him with the necessary apparatus .‘and power. 
We believe such a request was made to the Department, but the 
Director-General very much regretted that owihg to the exigencies of 
the Service he could not accede to his request. r No outsider can so well 
judge of the exigencies of the Service , but it Kppcars to us that if the 
discovery has all the possibilities that it is credited with by the most 
competent scientists, including the highest officers of the Depart¬ 
ment itself, and if the discoverer deserves all the honours which 
some of. the most exclusive societies have offered to him, then the 
cheeseparing policy of saving a few thousand rupees of a relieving 
officer’s salary can hardly be commended Mr Habib-ur-Rahman 
Khan has already established communication over a distance of 67 
miles. Yet Signior Marconi was given ^20,000 for patent rights and 
supplied with the necessary apparatus after cst&blish.ng communication 
oyer a distance of 300 feet only. Evidently the British Post Office had 
different ideas on the subject of 11 exigent les of the Service ” 


Verse. 

Cupid’s Complaint. 

’Twas Summer time. The days were long, 

And Cupid found them trying. 

Despite his Art things went awry 
And many folks were sighing. 

He thought of days long since gone by 
When love wa9 not old fashioned; 

But modern maids and modern men 
His wiles left unimpassioned. 

Then Cupid cried :—" Alas ‘tis true 
Poor Cupid's days are over, 

Men do not look for sweethearts now, 

Nor maidens need a lover." 

Poor homeless Cupid almost wept. 

His eyes with tear-drops glistened ; 

In vain he sought to kindle love. 

But no one even listened. 

Whilst seeking wealth, mankind and love 
Have drifted far asunder ; 

But Cupid vows the day will come 
When man shall own his blunder, 

W. K. G. 




GHALIB'S GKAVK FUND. 

Syed Abul Am, Esq., BwAipors 
Mint Siceduddin Ahmed, Esq., Delhi 
M. A. Rasul, Esq., Calcutta 


Rs. A. P. 
IOO 

... 25 o o 
... TO O 0 


Amount received during the fortnight ... 36 0 o 

Amount previously acknowledged... ... 541 0 o 


Total ... 577 o o 


MOSLEM UNIVERSITY FUND. 
Up to 31ST October, 1911. 


Name of Province, State or Circle. Amount pnpniKed. Amount collected. 



Rs. 

AS. 

P. 

Rs. 

A» 

P. 

Burma 

V4.**3 

0 

0 

8,157 

3.189 

4 

O 

Eastern Bengal 

65,347 

8 

0 

8 

O 

Western Bengal 

76,628 

0 

0 

>7,799 

7 

O 

Behar 

75,403 

13 

6 

4*,534 

S 

6 

Oudh ... 

4,05.940 

2 

9 

2,7t,86r 

2 

5 

Agra—Eastern Circle... 

MiiUi 

*,85,075 

10 

3 

7 *,985 

8 

0 

Agra—Western Circle... 

0 

2 

i, 04 , 6>5 

2 

6 

Ram pur State 

1.50,50° 

0 

0 

1,00,500 

0 

0 

Punjab ... 

3.49.5<M 

7 

9 

>158,36* 

5 

5 

Bahawalpur State 

1,19,460 

*5 

0 

1,19,460 

15 

0 

Kashmir State 

11,687 

7 

6 

11,687 

7 

6 

Frontier Province 

10,311 

6 

6 

7,78o 

'S 

0 

Baluchistan 

50.784 

10 

0 

>7 ,o 8.1 

12 

6 

Sind 

>.37.93* 

15 

0 

*7,804 

3 

0 

Bombay 

6.10,539 

12 

0 

3.93.8i* 

8 

0 

Madras 

78,199 

4 

6 

37,63* 

12 

3 

Hyderabad (Detain) 

39. fi 85 

5 

io # 

21,590 

2 

7 

Central Provinces 

i 2,483 

0 

9 

**,483 

0 

9 

Central India 

8,577 

4 

7 

7,079 

0 

3 

Bhopal State 

«, 66,7*4 

14 

3* 

1,46,049 

11 

334 

Rajputana 

5>* 01 

4 

6 

3.190 

8 

6 

Outside India 

7.670 >3 

4 

7,670 

13 

4 

Unlocated 

5,47* 

5 

I L 

5,47* 

5 

11 

Total 

30,46,050 

10 

4 

16,08,683 

9 5tft 


•Dots noL include Ihe donation of Ilis Highness the Niiam, winch ih5 
lakh* a 

t Some more money ha* lieen collected since the ji.t October la* and the 
latest weekly bulletin issued from Aligarh, on (he 22nd Noseinlx.r, 4 iuws Ihe 
total amount collected lo be Rs. 17,01.000, ol which Ns. 16,61,000 i« in ihe 
Agra Branch of the Rank of Bengal. 


TURKISH RELIEF FUND. 


Calcutta 


Abdur Rahman Adhami, Esq 
Peare Sahib 
Ahadi Khatoon 
A Lady 

Anonymous . y 
Through Nasiruddin Ahmed, Esq., Shahzadpur, 
l’aoua 

P Mohamed Zakiuddm Kazan, Esq, Amroha 
Mofu/am Ah Khan, Gsq Pf Pabna 
Mrs. A Mohamed Alt, Kudauli 
Messrs. S A. Majeed & Co, Ophuans, Dacca 
Mohamed Ismail Khan, Esq 
Nawab All Esq, Bnrabanki 
Syed Abul Aas, Esq., Bankipore 
'Hie Mosalmans of Sylhct, through the Hon’ble Mr. 
Syed Abdul Majid, Sylhet (first half of currency 
notes) 

Through M 7 a/lcy Haque Khan, Esq., Bassi,— 

A Hamster (first instalment) 

Mohamed Akbar Khan Esq., (first instalment) 

\ar Mohammed Khan, Esq., 

Anwar ul-Haque Khan, Eaq , (Sludent) 

Kaloo Mistri Saheb 

Rahim Raksh Saheb (a servant of the Bar) 


Amount received during the week . 
Amount previously acknowledged ... 

Total 


Rs. a p. 
1000 
1 o o 
1 c o 
1 o o 

TOO 


20 
= 5 

7 « 

jo 

5 

2 

2 5 
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The Royal Visit. 


... 300 0 □ 

LOO O O 

too 
.. 2 0 0 
too 

IOO 

IOO 

. (Ml 0 0 

■■ 4*5 6 0 


>,034 


6 0 


We have received from the Additional Assistant Director qf 
Public Instruction, Bengal, a hand-book which we publish below 
giving particulars of the arrangements made in connection with l he 
assembling of 20,000 school children to welcome ThffSr Imperial 
Majesties, the King-Emperor and the Queen-Empress, on fbeir arrival 
in Calcutta on the 30th December 1911. It appears that when the 
present King came to Calcutta as Prince of Wales, there was some 
confusion along the Red Rpad where schools had tyteti assembled. 
This time, however, every effort has been made and every precaution 
taken for the safety of the children. We hope, therefoit, that the 
parents will be reassured and allow their children to join their 
schools in coming down to the stands. , T 

After being proclaimed, at Delhi, Emperor and Botoress of 
India, His Imperial Majesty, King George V,, and Imperial 
Majesty, Queen Mary, will visit Calcutta, the capital City *of Ttair 

Indian Empire. * 
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V They will arrive on the 30th December 1911, and the Govern¬ 

ment of Bengal have been pleased to invite 20,000 school children 
to witness the Royal progress to Government House. To this end 
stands have been erected fbr them along the eastern side of the 
• Red Rood, and the portion of the maidan between the Mayo, 
Dufferin, and Red Roads has been reserved for their exclusive use. 

In order to ensure the happiness and the safety of the children, 
and that each child may share in the high privilege of welcoming 
Their Majesties, the arrangements of the day have been carefully 
thought out in every detail, and arc explained in the following pages 
That success may attend the arrangements that have been 
made, there are three essentials ■— 

(1) Strict observance cl all the instructions given in this 
hand-book; 

(2) Strict punctuality ; and 

(3) Strict supervision 

Section I.— Organization. 

Schools have been organised into divisions. 

Each stand on the Red Road will exhibit a white disc upon 
which will be printed in large figures its number 

Each school will have the same number as the stand which it 
will occupy. 

Section II.— Control 


Each division will be under the charge of a Superintendent and 
two Deputy Superintendents Previous to the day of the arrival in 
Calcutta of Their Imperial Majesties, the duties of these officers will 
be to visit the schools in their divisions ; instruct and exercise the 
children and teachers in the directions laid down in this hand-book , 
supervise the preparation of school banners, etc. On the day of the 
King's arrival, they will take charge of a stand 

A barrier will separate the stands from the rest of the portion of 
the maidan which has been reserved for schools It will be set with 
T4 entrances, one for each stand These entrances w;il exhibit the 
number of the stand to which they ltad through ro^d-in passages. 
At one end of the passage there will be two Stewards, who will 
give each child a flag that ha;, been supplied by the Reception 
Committee. At the other end of each passage there will be two 
Stewards, who will give each child a Commemoration Medal 

The following arc the badges to be worn by Controlling 
Officers — 

Superintendents —Sash, rosette w ith streamers. 

Deputy Superintendents. Sash, rosette without streamer 

CondtiL tors. - Rosette 

.ViuvtJ /s — Sash 

Mcdual Offit cr\ — Red cros 1 * on left arm. 

Sfction 111 .— Identification. 

Linen badges arc being supplied to the schools, and arc to be 
carefully sewn on to ihe left breast of ihe coal or snn of each child. 
T he badge will bear the serial r umber of the stand reserved for its 
wearer, The badge is the official passport for the iluld No child 
coming without his 01 her badge carefully sewn on will be allowed 
Admission to the stands. 

On the bock of the bodge theic is a space for the child's name, 
private address, and school address These particulars must be 
written dearly on the badge by the school teachers before it is sewn 
on 10 A garment, 

A badge similar to the one supplied tn the children is being 
musd also to each te.ichcr accompanying them. And is to be sewn to 
the left breast of his coat or Iter sari. The teacher's name in full, 
his private address, and schorl address shall be written on the reverse 
of the badge by the offirer who issues the badge 

Every teacher on duty with the children admitted to the stands 
will be provided with a copy of this hand-book, and must bring it 
with him to serve as his passport. He will exhibit it to the Stewards 
as he passes the htnier. No handbook ; s transferable. 


Suction IV.— Assembling. 

Children sbould assemble at their school at the hour fixed by 
their teacher on the morning of the 30th December 1911. Each 
school should arrive on lb* portion or the maidan reserved for 
school children by 10 a.m. of the 30th December. Boys must 
approach this area from the Dufferin Road, end girls from the Mayn 
Rood. No school will be admitted after 10-30 o'clock. 


Section V —Formation. 

At all times when school groups are in movement the children 
should inarch two abreast. They must march briskly: but what¬ 
ever be the occasion, on uo account may they run. If there be 
congestion, they must not push, but must come 10 a halt. Children 
must not hold hands, nor interlock arms, when they are inarching. 
It is to be the rule of the day to keep to the left 

Suction VI.— Entering the Stands. 

Schools should arrive on the triangular portion of the Maidan, 
bounded by the Red Road, the Duffenn Road, and the Mayo Road 
(tee Flail). They will assemble on the east side of the barrier, 
md group in front of the entrance over which the niimber on their 
fudge is exhibited Every school will form a distinct unit, a#., the 
Cpiitn of a school must form a separata group by themselves. 
The children will face the stands and form a jfueue 9 two by two. 
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One teacher shall stand at their head, another teacher behind each 
eighth row of children. On entering the barrier each child will 
receive, a flag, and, as he passes out of the barrier, he will receive a 
Commemoration Medal. On arriving at a point a few paces from 
the steps of their stand, the children will come to a halt. When 
ordered to do so by u Deputy Superintendent, they shall from that 
point move in single file preceded by their teacher—first, the left, 
file, then the right file. The children will ascend the steps of the 
stands slowly, and take their seats under the direction of the Con¬ 
ductor On Arriving at the top of the steps the teacher in charge 
will deliver to the Deputy Superintendent a card on which has been 
written the name of the school Each teacher will retain his position 
m the procession, and take his seat, as his turn comes, along with the 
children of his school A lower tier of benches must be completely 
filled before a higher tier can be occupied Children will, therefore, 
on arrival, occupy the lowest row of benches that is available. 
Overcrowding must be aioideti. Not more than 20 persons should 
occupy each bench Once seated, no one is to slAnd, until such 
time as the Emperor and the Empress are passing the stand. A teacher 
of each school will hold up the school banner from lus scat on the 
stand 

Section VII.— Royal Welcome 

When the Roy.il Carriages are approaching, on a given signal 
from the Superintendent the children shall spring to their feet, wave 
then flags over their heads, and cheer. 

Hindu children should acclaim- "Raja Chirajibi Howunl 11 
“ Rani Llnrajibi Hnwun * n 

Muhammadan children, with their caps on s should acclaim : 

M Tala baqa-ul Malik !" “ Tala boqa-ul Malika 1" 

European children should acclaim * 11 Long live the King- 
Emperor 1 ” 11 Long live the Queen-Empress I ” Boys should wave 
their bats 

While acclaiming, all children should wave the small flags with 
which they have been provided by the Reception Committee. 

After the Royal Procession has passed, the Superintendent will 
cause the children and teachers to resume their scats on the stands. 

Section VIII.— Flrdino. 

Refreshments will not be served till after the Royal Progress. 
It will, therefore, be advisable for children, before they leave their 
homes, to take a substantial breakfast. 

Only light refreshments will be supplied. Those for Hindu 
children will be provided and served by Brahmins under the super¬ 
vision of the Hon’blc lir.bu Dev a Prasad Sarvadhikari, a member of 
the Organizing Committee Those for Muhammadan children will 
be provided and served by Muhammadans under the supervision of 
the llon’ble Maulvi Shams ul Huda, a member of the Organizing 
Comimttcp. 

Suitable refreshments will be provided for European and 
Brahmo children 

[ Fuller details will be announced later on.] 

Section IX. —Leaving the Stands. 

On the word nf cunun&nd given by the Superintendent, the 
children will leave the stands m the reverse order to that in which 
they Amved The children of a higher tier must leave before the 
children of a lower tier They will descend the steps in single file, 
form twos and march through the roped m passages to the open 
space beyond the barrier, where their teachers will resume charge of 
them. When a child reaches the barrier, he will receive a metal box 
as a memento of the day. 

Seciion X.—Lavatories. 

Behind each stand there is a latrine and an urinal. Should a 
child whil* on the stand require to use either of these conveniences, 
he should hold up his right hand when his teacher will conduct him 
to the provision behind the stand, and bring him back to his seat 

Teachers should advise children to attend to themselves before 
they leave their school Tor the Maidan 

Section XI.—Drinking Water. 

Behind each stand there is a hydrant from which children may 
obtain drinking water If any child be desirous to drink water while 
on the stand, he should raise his right hand, when his teacher will 
accompany him to the hydrant, and see him back to his seat. 

Section XII.— Ambulance. 

Careful and ample provision has been made for dealing with 
ailing and injured children. In a tent in the grove behind the IjOHS- 
downe Statue is a fully-equipped hospital station under the direction 
of the St. John Ambulance Association. It will be recognized by 
a red cross flying over it A duly qualified physician and surgeon 
will be in medical charge of each stand. He will render first-aid, 
and superintendent the removal of patients 10 the ambulance hospital 
station already mentioned. 

Section XIII —Lost Children. 

Children who have become separated from their school parties 
should make their way to one of the two tents pitched in the area 
behind the stands, and over which there files a red flag. The officers 
there on duty will take them back to ihe stand which has been 
Assisted to their school. But, further, to recover lost children there 
will be the Stewards, and lost children should seek tbeir help. If 
lost children are recovered after their school party has left, they will 
be taken to their school by a responsible official. 
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News of the War. 

Reuter wired from Vienna:—The 1 Berlin correspondent of 
Du Zeit states that as the result of protest of the Powers, 
Italy has given assurances that she will not* take any action in the 
iEgean Sea for the present, 

Drenching rains have caused serious floods around Tripoli, 
washing the Turks and Italians alike from their trenches. The 
Italian men-of-war were forced by stormy weather to quit their 
moorings off Tripoli 

It is officially stated that the Turkish lights in the Red Sea 
will be relighted from the sand to 27th instant for the passage 
of the Medina . 

A special Turkish mission has gone to Livadia, the Tsar's 
Slimmer residence, bearing an autograph Inter from the Sultan and 
presents for the Tsar and Tsaritsa. 

Meetings of the Council of Ministers late ly, and conferences 
with various Ambassadors, have given the impression that Italian 
naval action will not be longer delayed, it is thought that the 
objective will be the blockade of the Dardanelles, or cvi n the forcing 
of the Dardanelles 111 order to dictate peace at Constantinople 

Commenting on the statement, emanating fiom Pans to the 
effect that Italy had [postponed naval action in the' Red Sea for six 
days while the Medttia was passing, the Ttrbuna says, Italy received 
no communication on the NubjccL but acted spontaneously as an act 
Of courtesy. 

News by the English Mail. 

From the Seat of War. 

(From tiik " Times” PokKKsroNDKNi ) 

Ben£tiz<, 2Jrd October, 

When the BerksBarracks were taken on, October igth every¬ 
body believed that the day’s operations were o vvr Suddenly, towards 
7 o’clock m the evening, a furious cannonade began, and for so 
minutes the guns rained shells upon the town, *lnrh they had 
hitherto respected. In the morning I learnt that the bombardment 
had mused serious damage to the European quitter, nflccting both 
the Italian and the English Consulates as we! 1 as the church of the 
Ropum Catholic Mission. Admiral Aubry nt once gave me permis¬ 
sion to go on shore. The first European house I saw was the Hotel 
Cyrenaica, the first floor of winch had been entirely destroyed. 
A little further on was the Italian Consulate, equally uumnged. At 
the French Consulate, still further along, I learnt that (our French¬ 
men and 1,200 French subjects—-Algerinn and Tunisian—were 
Safe. 

Unfortunately the same could not be said for the English 
colony. The British Consulate is not situated, like the others, on 
the sea side of the great square, but behind it and separated from 
it by a row of houses It ras not easy to reach the firsit floor, is 
the staircase biul been destroyed, and I had to climb a rough laddci. 
At the front of the house, looking out towards the -rea, were a 
sitting room and a dining room. A shell had pent-*rated the walls 
of the sitting room, smashing everything, the Consul and <* guest, 
who were in the dming room, had been only grac'd by flvmg frag¬ 
ments of plaster and wood. Nobody At the Consulate was killed 
Mojt of the wounded were in the corridor of the Roman jUUoolic 
Mission ' As fd> as can be nsieitained ten aho^cther were killed 
and a good many more wounded. 

I found the principal European residents still a prey to the 
emotions of the night bcfoie, and indignant against the Italian fleet. 
They asserted that at) Italian officer, when giving notice of the 
bombardment, had assured thorn chat Consulates, hospitals, and 
houses protected by foreign flogs vtouU be respected. The bom¬ 
bardment, they said, was uncoiled fa*, and there was no reason 
whatever to turn the guns against Lie European quarter. I there¬ 
fore spent the whole of that day and die next in raakiug careful 
inquiries, both on the ships and In the town, with the following 
result, 

Tbe Ptirlemmiaete who entered Bengasi on the 18th was 
Captain Capomazta, chief of the staff to Admiral Aubry. When the 
demand for surrender had been made and refused the Governor 
sent for the British and French Consuls, and to them Captain 
Capomazza declared that Consulates and houses protected by their 
national flags would be respected on condition that no shots were 
fired from them. Tbe Consuls guaranteed that nothing of the kind 
would happen, and Captain Capotnaua returned to bis ship. But 
next morning, as I have already related, shots were fixed at a launch 


which entered the port to reconnoitre, from two lines of trenches 
dug in the great square ; and the British Consulate and Roman 
Catholic church were exactly in the line of fire Moreover, in the 
evening of the 19th an Italian outpost between the Berka Barracks 
and the town came under nfle fire from the furthermost houses of 
Bengazi, and had two men killed and two wounded. The General 
then asked the Admiral to support his advance with the ships 1 guns, 
and the Admiral very unwillingly gave the order to open fiie. When 
the bombardment ceased, the firing from the houses had also come 
to an end \ and a little before ro p.m the Turkish Governor hoisted 
a white sheet over the ruins of the Custom House, taking the precau r 

tion to hAnd a lighted lantern on the mast so as to show the. charac- \ 

ter of the flAg This capitulation was genuine, as next day Bengazi r 

was found empty of the enemy, and the Italians met no resistance 
on entering. 

It is therefore impossible to deny that the bombardment was of 
service. There seems to have been somp misunderstanding about 
the conversation of the 18th It would, perhaps, have' been better 
if the Farlnnentaire had entered into no engagement at all, for in 
wartime events often prove too strong for the best will in the world. 

It might also have been better if the Consuls on their side hadgiven 
no guarantee. Still, each party acted undoubtedly in good faith, 
and no blame can be attached to either It was impossible to reach, 
or even threaten, the Arab sharpshooters without great ribk to the 
European quarter. But the first duly of a general in command is 
to ensure the safety of his troops , and the Italians have applied this 
principle at Bengazi in its full rigour 

(From the m Times" Special Correspondent) 

Tripoli^ 25th October . 

It is now certain LlmL the Arab rising on Monday wa*» a prema¬ 
ture miscarriage of a concerted plan This, with the extraordinary 
weather, was most fortunate for the Italians, The casualties among 
thp Buisaghcn and the 8snd Regiment were nearly ioo, including 
three officers killed and ten wounded, majority as Lhe result of fire from 
armed Arabs in their rear. Disarmament and hnuse-Lo house seaicliing 
are now systematically in progress These measure^ and summary 
execution 1 should be sufficient to cow the hostile residents 

At present I find no sign of definite preparations for any forward 1 
move. Camels arc not to be procured in sufficient numbers 

1 wish again to put on record from ocular demonstration the 
splendid manner in which the young Italian Infantry in the danger 
zone on Monday coped with a situation which would have 1 tried tnc 
oldest soldier* 

~ (From thf '’TiMis” Correspondent.) 

Mu If a 1 ijih October. 

On Thursday some Lhousands of Turks and Arabs a) tacked the 
Italian outposts, especially those at the Pomellanc Wells. The 
Italians, bidden in Lhcir trenches, wailed until the enemy was within 
50 yards and then made a magnificent bayonet charge This, 
combined wiih the fire from the warships and mountain artillery, 
checked the Turkish advance, 'Three shells from the Sicilia fell 
among the Turkish Cavalry. The enemy was defeated with heavy 
loss and puisued into the desert. The guns which were captured 
were immediately utilized by the Italians. 

The I Lilian casualties are said to have readied roo, including 
two officers. The oasis was cleared and some villages burned. 

(From the "Times ” Special Correspondent.) 

Tripoli 28 th October A * 

The severity with which the Italian Army has exacted retributions 
upon the suburban Arabs who rose lost Monday rmghk 4 uatlEjbe| 
described as indiscriminate slaughter. The two q^imrtersTmm / d 

the Arabs assailed the Bersagner? in the rear havFBeen turpeSdiSoI ; * 7 
human abattoir*. TK has been a miserable buslness,^^ ui ' the j / 
nrcumstatoe* l presjitneTte I r j 

give this horrid lesson. ' ' 

The cSKsiderations were these. The Turks had succeeded in / ' 
enlisting the active sympathies of a greater number of Arabs tbe^\ / 
was anticipated, and the Staff, therefore, felt anxiety Concerning the* v ■ 
strength of their own line of resistance. It m known that the 
Turks, before die evacuation of the town, distributed i%oao stand 
of magazine rifles and ammunition to the local Arabs. Of these only 
3,000 were collected. The Italian^ therefor*, were facedwith the 
possibility of a sudden rising by 5,000 armed Arabs in the * rear of 
their line of defence in a country the intricacy of which 1 , , . 
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Although I cannot jthft suthtes* 

vet I dtrnot 3 Sn^QftIBflftRsify'of a drastic quelling of the msurreo- ^ 
ItMianVfiaving<set themselves to cow the Arabs, the flood" 
gate* of blood and hist were opened, and in many instances the men 
•got beyond control and the innocent suffered with the guilty. The 
tale of retribution has been shockingly heavy, but nothing to what 
the indiscriminate carnage would have been if the rising had not been 
premature and had occurred at the same time as the Turkish attack 
of the 26th. 

The memory of this awful retribution will take long Lo live 
down. Even making allowances for the exigencies of the military 
aitiiAtion, there is every possibility that the hideous severity of this 
retribution will give rise to a war of sanguinary and pitiless reprisals 
upon unfortunates who fall by the way. War is merciless. 1 have 
witnessed one of its most merciless phases. One hardly knows to whaL 
limits the elasticity of the phrase 11 military exigencies ” will be 
stretched in the zorh century. 

Telegrams from the correspondents at Tripoli of the news 
agencies confirm the statements of the Tunes' Special Correspondent 
as to the severe measures employed by the Italians. In particular a 
Rtiiter despatch says .— 11 Orders were given by the authorities to 
exterminate all Arabs found in the_qgfiui and to make a systematic 
house-to-house search Tor armV ancl ammunition. For three days 
this dread task continued Parties of soldiers penetrated every 
portion of the oasis, s hoot ing indiscriminately all women they met 
without 'rial, without iippt&T ’"TOr ifiree <fety» fhfc popping of rifles 
nttrirndThe 'progress of die troops. Innocent and guilty were wiped 
out; many o f those-kiUgri, were quite young, and many women also 
perished in'tEe confusion!” " g 

The Tunes lus received the following telegram from Halil 
Halid Bc*y, dated Paris, 30th October —We iearn that the Italians 
execute in Tripoli Arab prisoners of war as rebels This outrageous 
pretext requires «. humanitarian protest. It Mich atrocities are con¬ 
tinued the Italians in Turkey will be treated as members of 
a barbarous nation, while the enraged world of Islam will religiously 
and everlastingly boycott everything Italian 


From Turkey. 

(from the ‘■Times’* correswdnoknt) 

Salonika, 2Jth Ot tuber. 
Despatches received by the Central Committee from thnir 
colleagues in Tripoli and duly republished in the lr> ,il Press describe 
desperate fighting in ihc vicinity of Derna, where the Italians arc 
stated v> have been repulsed with a loss of at least 5,000 killed and 
wounded The Committee lead-jrs themselves seem honestly lo 
consider that things arc going on very well 

The war, they say, is largely a trial of financial strength. The 
cost to the Italian Government has been calculated to a nicety, down 
to such details as wear and tear of the lifting of expensive large- 
calibre guns. Waen to raval and military exfwnai.ure is added 
a rough estimate of indirect and commercial losses the weekly total 
becomes so over whelming that Italy will very soon be 1 bankrupt ui 
bn driven to seek peare on any tains obiainabie. Turkey, nns.ji 
while, is losing next to nothing, ior the operate ns in Tripoli arc 
feeing conducted mostly by Volunteers—3,000 odd Regulois cost 
littiii more than they would m limes of pence. Moreover, subscrip¬ 
tion! towards a Holy War are jxmring in from all Islamic centres 

Meanwhile competition is k jen, we arc told, among the Great 
Powers of Europe for the acquisition of Turkey as an ally. The 
pendulum is at jfresent inclined to swing towards the Triple 
Entente- -to the intense anxiety and indignation of tl e Central 
towers. Incidentally >t *s pointed gut Turkey wouid be more I kelv 
seriously to consider an invitation to join the Entente n the ap- 
teoacbes came from London or Paris rather than from St Petersburg. 
It is r-salized that an understanding with the Balkan States might be 
$ nercs&aiy preliminary, but this could easily be arranged, for 
Bulgarin and Greece are only too ready to occiuiesce. Altogether, 
flie Committee policy of a war A entrance is meeting with the best 
possible results, and the cnances of sweeping successes at the 
prospective elections are looking rosy. 

(F»om ihk “Times" Correspondent.) 

Constantinople, 27th October 
The War Office publishes a telegram, doted 23rd October, from 
tfofchat Bey, commandant of the Ottoman troops in Tripoli, who 
report! that a detachment of Turkish troops, aided by coast Arabs, 
engaged the Italians. The fight bated ten hours. "The losses 
were 400 killed and some wounded.” The Turks captured 100 
tattles, with some rifles end stores. The result of the engagement 
Sr not reported. On the same day a collision occurred at Merkeb, 
Mir Homs; the Italians retired, leaving auofficer <riid several men 
IdHed. The Turks lost three killed and four wqdnded and four 
^Aj&ktadliaries wounded. 


Constantinople , 2Qth October. 

On Kiday night the second official version of Neshat Bey's 
telegram relative to the action of the 23rd at Tripoli was published. 

It differs from the first only in estimating the Italian losses in the 
action At over 400 killed and a few wounded The Ottoman losses 
arc described as slight. There are reports of the capture of the 
outlying Italian positions, and of the infliction of heavy losses 
upon the invaders during the last two or three days amounting, 
according to the Agent *r Ottoman? t to over 1,400 men. These 

reports have greatly encouiaged the more militant Young Turks, 

and the Jeunc Ture to-day prophesies, the expulsion of the enemy 

from Tripoli. In an article entitled "A Turn for the Better 51 the 

Osman ischer Lloyd to-day encourages these hopes of ultimate 
buccess. 

(From the “Times" Correspondent.) 

Constantinople , joth October . 

The popular elation caused by the reports of a successful 
Ottoman attack on the Italian positions at Tripoli has been more 
than doubled to day by rumours ol another astonishing success. 
This afternoon Ahmed Riza Bey informed the Chamber that un¬ 
official information had reached Constantinople according to which 
the Italians had been utterly routed with the loss of 7,000 killed 
and 5,000 prisoners Ninety-five guns and 35 machine guns, 
togeLher with great quantities ol war material, had been captured. 
This prodigious news is spreading everywhere like wildfire and has 
aroused the utmost enthusiasm. Several small processions are now 
marching ihrough the streets waving banners to Hie sound of music. 
The War Office is, however, unable to confirm the report, and only 
knows that fighting is continuing in the neighbourhood of Tripoli. 

The deputation which is to visit the principal European capitals 
with the object of arousing publ'C opinion in favour of a settlement 
or the lliilo-Turkish dispute was eltM Led by ballot to day. It will 
be "oinposed ol Hamad Fend Pasha, Suleiman Bostani, and 
Mavrogurdato Effendis—all three of whom aie Senators—and six 
Deputies—namely, Talaat and Gham Beys, and Zohrab, Kohiel, 
Khalidt, TioreiT, and Sassoon Effendis It is beloved that the 
Grand Vizier has, to some extent, changed his attitude with regard 
to the deputation on the ground of its un-offinal character 

Constantinople, 30th October . 

There seems to be little doubt that Rahmi Hey, Deputy for 
Salonika, All Haidar and MumLaz Beys, and Obeidullah Effendi 
have been sent on a mission to i ripoli by the Central Committee. 
Obeidullah, who was doubtless selected on account of his knowledge 
of Arabi 1 and the zeal he has shown in the organization of Pan- 
Islamic meetings, is lo enter into negotiations witn the Sheikh Es 
Senussi. According to the Agcncc Ottomans , which, however, in 
not always a tiustworthy medium of information, he and Enver Bey 
have left Alexandria for the Hinterland of Cyrenaica. However 
that may bo, it is certain that Felhi Bey, the very capable Turkish 
Military Attar he in Pans, has reached the Ottoman headquarters 
from Tunis. 

Some doubt exists regarding the nature of the mission confided 
to Rahmi Bey and his other two companions. According to some 
accounts, they have been sent to organize Arab resistance, though 
their knowledge of Arabic i*. not believed to be considerable; accord¬ 
ing to others, their rile is the same as that assigned by the Committee 
of Public .Safety to ns 11 representatives on mission 11 attached to the 
French revolutionary armies in 1793. 

Constantinople, Jist October r 

The following is the text of an official communique issued by 
the Ministiy of War this afternoon:— 

On the night of the 26th the Ottoman forces attacked Tripoli, 
and, pushing thiough the oasis, penetrated the Italian lines and 
drove th6 enemy back into the town. On the night of the 28th the 
foits of Hanni and Saidel-Makri were occupied The Italians 
poured in a heavy fire from quick-firing machine-guns and small arms 
upon our troops, who replied with a steady fusillade which spread 
destruction in the enemy’s ranks. The Italian losses must have 
been heavy, but I cannot make an estimate thereof. The attack 
continues." 

The Tanin has received a telegram from Rahmi Bey announc¬ 
ing the capture of two forts, several guns, and a considerable 
quantity of ammunition by the Ottoman troops. The Arabs, 11 who 
are devoted to the Khalifate," arc giving them all the assistance in 
their power. 

Constantinople, 1st November. 

Obviously inspired by the recent rumours of Turkish triumphs, 
the Jeunc lure to-day, m a leading article, discusses the amount 
of the war indemnity payable by Italy after her inevitable defeat, 
and suggests that the other Powers, which have not taken steps to 
prevent Italian attacks upon the Ottoman Empire, must be request¬ 
ed to renounce their capitulatory rights. Austria-Hungary and 
Germany have already given promises to this effect, and it is suggest¬ 
ed that the Entente Powers should immediately be approached 
by the Porte on this subject. 
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Constantinople, 2nd November. 

The British naval officers in the Ottoman service have resumed 
their duties, whi^h, however, are limited to the shore, and ore in no 
irise connected with the war. 

The Times received the following statement from the Turkish 
Embassy:—Notwithstanding the denial given by the Italian Premier 
and published in the paper* of yesterday morning, official news 
received by the Ottoman Government confirms the truth of the 
■Ulcment* made by foreign newspaper cou&pondents that there 
has been a systematic slaughter of Arabs, „and that hundreds of 
them, including women and persons of very tender age of both ser.es, 
have been shot mercilessly by the Italian troops, acting under the 
orders of their superiors, without the slightest pretence of a trial. 
The facts are also established by the numerous photographs which 
have been reproduced in most of the London papers As for the 
allegation of 11 treachery " on the part of the Arab population, it is 
obvious that the surrender of arms had been carried on by force, 
and that the Arabs, who could not have submitted '.o the rule of 
' ^ invaders were in their natural right to take up all arms available 
to defend their native territory. The Italian Premier also states, 
in order to countercharge the Arabs and the Turkish troops with 
infamy, that two companies of Bersoglien, of about 400 men, lost 
more than 300 killed, which would have been impossible unless 
the wounded had been massacred during the combat. But there 
has not been an atom of evidence or proof of any sort or kind to 
support the purely hypothetical statement of the Italian Premier, 
i white there has been overwhelming evidence in the shape of photo¬ 
graphs, report* by Engluh newspaper correspondents, and indepen¬ 
dent eye witnesses to support the truth of the wholesale massacre of 
' Arabs in Tripoli. The Italian Premier’s statement cannot be con¬ 
sidered rulogious of the conduct of the Hersaglien, because it can 
be interpreted as a denial that the gallant Hersaglien fought to death. 

The Times received from the Ottoman Embassy the following 
Statement :~According to reports which for some time past have 
been current in certain quarters in Ixmdon the hasty expedition 
to Tnpoli was caused by fear of the realization of a scheme whereby 
Turkey had consented to allow Germany to hold Bcnga/i on lease 
This report is absolutely false, and must huve been deliberately 
invented like other news a'unr nature tendancteuse. 

The Times received from the Agence Titegraphique Ottomane 
a telegram expressing the gratitude of the Ottoman people for the 
nmpothy exhibited by the English Press and people with the Arab 
sufferings in Tripoli. The telegram adds that on ^ ednesday, being 
All Saints’ Day, Emir Arslan, an Arab Deputy in the Turkish lar- 
liamcnt. laid a magnificent wreath on the tomb of the Italian soldiers 
who were killed in the Crimean War. The tomb, which is every 
yeas, covered with flowers by the officers of the Italian stahounaire, 
bad remained this year wiLhout flowers 


A 

1 t 

\ \ 


s\ 

il 


Fr0m ,,aly - 

The Ministers of War rnd Marine have addrc&sid the lollowing 
despatch to the soldiers and sailors fighting in Tnpoli and Cyreruica • 
—■‘The King sends to the land and sea forces which have fought 
and are fighting in Tripoli and Cyrcnaica an expression of his satis¬ 
faction and great admiration for the courage and coolness repeatedly 
displayed by the Army and Navv, henceforth for ever united still 
mote closely by the most sacied ties They have once again 
deserved well of their King and country.” RenUr. 

* Name. 2Sth October. 

The following telegram of to-day’s dale has been race <ved here 
fan, Tnpoli — “ Shortly before * o’clock this morning an ui’irepor- 
iMit attack, directed chiefly against the BomcUone Wells was made 
on our southern front, but was repulsed. The attack was roptaled 
about 4 o'clock and again at 6, but it met with no better succvas 
than before, Al dawn the mih’ary aeroplanes were sent up, but 
thev were obliged tc confine their operation* wrtlun a radius of 10 
ori c kilometres on account of the strong wind which was blowuig 
al the time The officers reconnoitring from the aeroplanes reported 
that the oasis to the left of the Italian position was still occupied by 
forces the strength of which it was itniiossible to estimate owing to 
the cover afforded by the vegetation. Ihey ateo saw several 
nartirs, composed of some hundred men mounted and on foot, 
occupyuig posts of observation between the oasis and Am Zara. 
l%a attacks duiing the night are attributed by our aeroplane scouts 
tti these parties. It is stated that the leader killed on the a6th instant, 

the commander of the Turkish troops in Tnpoli, but accorduig 

to other reports it was his chief of staff and not the General himself 

who fell . 

NQno thing is certain, the attitude of the Arabs since the 

» ht on Thursday has become submissive, a sure sign of the seventy 
the punishment inflicted upon them. " 

A wireless telegram from Tobruk, which was despatched today, 
jttjoits that an Italian party which was sent out to examine the tele- 
was .ttadreTby .00 Arab horsemen. The troops of 


the garrison, reinforced by two coropmtes landed from ** «“*'(* 
Pumont and Etna, went out and, supported by the warships fire* 
succeeded in driving off the Arabs. The. Italians lost a lieutenant, 
a doctor, and a bluejacket slightly wounded. The telegraph line 
wax found to have been cut and otherwise damaged in several places. 

! , October. 

It is semi-officially announced here that Homs was attacked 
yesterday and that the enemy was repulsed with remarkable losses, 
the extent of which has not yet been ascertained. The1 Italian fosses 
were two killed and two wounded. The hospital-ship Regna Elena 
left Tripoli today carrying wounded and injured. The simmer 
Romania airived off the island of Uslira to-day, having on board 
q 20 Arabs. A further 595 Arabs were landed to-day on the island 
of Tnmiti from the steamer Strbte. The steamer Bosnia h«x reach- 
ed Beng&zi with Military and Naval Attaches.— Reuter. 

(From the “Timm 1 ’ Correspondent.) 

Rome , 30th October. 

The Commander-in Chief at Tripoli reports that between the, 
dates of si yd and 26th October, inclusive, the following casualties were; 
suffered by the Army ol Occupation -Officers killed, 13 , "o^ed,, 
16 ■ soldiers killed, 361; wounded 142. The cnorirous disproportion < 
between the killed and wounded is attributed to the fact that several 
of the regiments which suffered moct heavily, notably the iith . 
Bersagheri, were fired on at short range by the Arabs, who took them 
unexpectedly in the rear. 

Yesterday seems. Ui have passed quietly at Tripoli At Homs, 
however, the Yrabs and Turks renewed the attack in some force, but 
were beaten back with heavy loss Only four casualties are reported 
on the Italian sulif—two wounded and two killed. 

Rome , est November. 

An attempt was made yesterday by Turkish troops hiding in the 
oasis of Tripoli to bring cannon to bear on the advanced Italian 
trenches towards Hanni. The Turkish position however was 
shelled by the ship Carlo Alberto, and afterwards earned by the 
Italian forces on land, who captured five cannon, others being render¬ 
ed useless by snells The Turks are believed to have suffered heavy 
losses. The town is to-day reported quiet. 

Rome , 2 nd November. 

Signor Giolitu, the Prime Munster, has made the following 
statement to Reuter’s representative on the subject of the conduct 
of the Itahin troops during the recent Arab rising at Tripoli 

If we can be reproached with anything it is with having carried 
our humanitarian feelings to excess, with having, through scruple# 
which may be qualified as exaggerated, exposed ourselves to grave 
nsks in order to save the lives and property of the enemy. \Vhaj 
is certain is that our soldiers, trained in a school of loyally and 
accu stomed to the uprightness of the Abyssmians. wno are either 
oper enemies or steadfast friends, did not expect that the Arabs, 
after they had sworn fealty and received barley, wheat, flour, and 
other gifts, would break their oaths and treacherously point their 
arms against those who had benefited them, and were about to re¬ 
organise the country in their interest. In no report has General 
Sr made the least allusion to women and children having even} 
been wounded, much less killed. He who asserts that an Italum* 
ao'dier will offend a woman or a child shows ignorance 
country and our race. The repeated acts of treachery me proved to 
have teen greatly due to the incursion of about 15,000 Hcduin, who 
emigrate aUhis season every year from the interior to the coast for 
the dale crop. They formed a k.nd of conspiracy with the D-rks 
and succeeded in persuading the Arabs, who were ready to take 
arms against those they considered the weakest at the moment. 
Many Ttbe dwellings in the oasis when set on nre exploded Wte 
iw-wder magazines, so large were the stores of arms and ammuniOon 
hidden bittern. In dealing with the open attacks, aa welUs to 
treacherous ambushes, the courage and humanitarian sentiment of 
[he Italian Army and Navy have been above all pruse and a» 
generally admired. Their behaviour will render this war an 
example or generous and chivalrous civilization. ^ 

The Italian Embassjr in London received the Mowing telegram 
rrum the ImIImi Premier i— Bmt , a Smmt „ , m . 

I have given a categorical denial through “ SteCani ” to the 
callumnious reports on the subject of omtaction 
by foreign papers. The facts are as fyjkrw *;.—Qb sjrd October 
awdden nsinTof the Arab, who bad matte their sabmtaaiM to 1 ^ 
occurred in Tnpoli, and more partieutoiiy ibW te * Tnpofa- 
These Arabs armed themselves wito rifles concealed n^dreitfrouses, 
notwithstanding the rigorous ordinance of J^ B>a ^ > t, a .*£? 
attacked our troops in the rear, at the same time a« ether Ar W 
joined with Turks, were assailing therein front. 
the outcome of a pint of preconcerted .1?^ 

although some detachment! incurred sever* re 4 «Un« 

on both front*, and the doable attack tta*«ynl*d. -,|t tfeeame-to 
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25th November. 


consequence on imperative necessity to purge the oasis of the traiton, 
and to punish those of them who had committed some special 
criminal acts. Those who during the fighting or immediately alter 
were found with arms in *hond were shot. Those who were after 
Tegular trial found guilty of murder or of other criminal acts of the 
kind were shot. Other Arabs arrested, to the number of about 
a, too, because they had connived at the treachery or because they 
had contravened the order of the Governor for the surrender of all 
arms, were transported to the Italian islands. On the days following 
the 33rd some fresh partial outbreaks of revolt occurred and were 
repressed in the same way Therefore there was no systematic 
slaughter of unarmed people, of women or children. There was no 
indiscriminate repression. As the attacks on the rear on our 
advanced posts did not cease, all the wglls of the gardens, plantations, 
and everything which in the oasis might offer a shelter to rebels had, as 
I have already telegraphed, to be demolished , hut this was not done 
until all inoffensive Arabs, the women and the children, had been 
removed from the oasis and brought in towards Tripoli. 

On the other hand, the reports of our wounded show that the 
enemy perpetrated upon them acts of atrocious infamy, a* is proved 
by figures.—Two companies of Bersaglien, of about 400 men, lost 
more than 300 killed and had only 14 wounded This happened un 
the spot where wc know that the attack on the rear took place And 
if one considers that on the 33rd and 26th our troops lost altogether 
374 killed and a little more than 150 wounded, it will be evident 
that such a result would have been impossible unless our wounded 
had been massacred in the unfair fight 

Giohttt 

In contradiction of the Turkish reports of victories published 
-during the last two days, the Italian Embassy sent to the Times the 
following official communication —“No battle ha# taken place since 
our victory at Tripoli and Homs of 26th October We have been 
victorious in every battle by land and sea without exception We 
have occupied, after overcoming the enemy’s resistance and putting 
them to flight, Tripoli, Benga/i, Derna, Homs and Tobruk We 
have since then repulsed the attacks of the enemy, inflicting upon 
them heavy losses and capLurmg flags and guns 11 

The Times was authoritatively informed that there is no founda¬ 
tion whatever for the report, circulated during the last few days, that 
a number of Italian soldiers hod been made prisoners by the Turks 
during the recent fighting at Bengali and Tripoli 


From Other Sources. 

(From the “Timfs” Corrksi , ondfmt.) 

Berlin i, 27 th October. 

1st vi kw of telegrams from Constantinople ind eating that he 
is blamed there for advising the Turks in the first instance to 
withdraw into the interior of Tripoli, Feld- Marsluil von der Goltz 
Writes to the Krcuz Ztsfang to-night that, although he has expressed 
his opinion, both in conversations and in his article in the Neue 
Frctc Preysc of 8th October his advice wftj not asked by, and has 
not been given to, the Turk-sh General Stuff The Turks, he 
ie marks, have enough officers nf iaiik and intelligence to estimate 
without his help “such simple situations as the situation in 
Tripoli.* 

Vienna, 29th October. 

fhe unofficial Austrian Press does not e^ast to lend support to 
the Committee in the form 01 misleading anrl malicious comment 
upon the position and performances of the Ita’ians in Tripoli. 
9mc*j it is difficult to represent the sanguinary repulse of the 
Ttarco-Arah Attack of the 26th instant as an Ottoman victory, a 
military eipert in,the Neue Frete l^rewe describes as “an 
Italian 'njahap,” and terms the modification of the ftahan line of 
defence an Italian retreat Had they been successful, argues this 
Writer, the Italians would have advanced their outworks so as to 
i pUce the battlefield with its decomposing corpses in their real. 

Bad faith can no further go. For the Italians it is manifestly 
more advantageous that the Turco-Ar&b forces should come and 
loam a salutary lesson near the coast thin that Italy should be 
obliged to inAlct it upon them by means of an expedition separated 
fro* its base and exposed to the risks of desert warfare. From this 
point of view the more numerous and vigorous the attacks upon 
\ the Italian position at Tripoli the better for Italy. 

T The Zest is attempting to organize a symposium of European 
1 opinion against Italy. It receives support from the German 
< Socialist Eduard Bernstein, Lord Avebury, and Mr. Walter Crane. 
> Hen Georg Brandos makes gentle fun of its endeavour, and Mr. 
i Bernard Shaw concludes a whimsical contribution by suggesting that, 
\ if Italy h to be scolded, Austria should be the last -country to do the 
* scolding. The German writer Wedekind warns Austrian public 
Wpj&ion “not to run ihto the sentimental blind alley fri which the 
^German Philistine public stuck fast during the Boer War “—excellent 
( ! advice, by which the &it and its contemporaries might profit were 
- \ tbc'u attitude dictated either by patriotism pj common sense. 


Paris, jist October. 

No Turkish troops have crossed the frontier from Tripoli into 
Tunis, but as a measure oF precaution half a company of the 4th 
Spahis have been sent from Sfax to reinforce the gonm at Dehibat, 
the most southern French post in the Protectorate. 

London, 1st November. 

Authentic reports nuke it clear that there was nothing in the 
movements of Turkish troops that need have alarmed the Greeks; 
but the enemies of M. Venizelos are attempting to injure him by 
exciting public feeling in Greece against the pacific policy lie has 
pledged himself to follow. The murder of the Metropolitan of 
Grevena has supplied them with a useful weapon, and they are 
exploiting to the full the natural indignation provoked everywhere 
among Greeks by this outrage The indignation is not confined 
to the Greeks, and to all who know the bitter feud that has long 
separated the Bulgarians and the Greeks, few things could be more 
significant than the demonstrations of sympathy received by the 
(Ecumenical Patriarch from lus rival the Bulgarian Exarch and the 
Bulgarian clergy in general. The Cretan statesman who has taken 
over the heavy task of guiding Greece along the path of peaceful 
reform also finds himself embarrassed by the action of his fellow- 
islanders The Cretans cannot nd themselves of the notion that 
the present is a favourable moment to realise their long cherished 
dream of union with Greece, a dream which M Venizelos knows is 
for the moment, incapable of fulfilment. The efforts of the Cretan 
Chamber to force the Executive Council into action in this direction 
has caused the latter body to resign, and, At the time of writing, 
the Chamber is still discussing the matter m secret session. {The 
< Near East ’) 

London, 1 st November. 

Prim e Ahmed Fuad, the lounder of the National University 
in Cairo, who is fighting hard for the educational advancement 
of Egypt, was brought up and educated at the Italian Court. His 
fathc, the late Khedive Ismail, sought refuge in Italy when he 
was deposed in the year 1879. This lact is, perhaps, responsible for 
an absurd rumour that King Victor Emmanuel wished in appoint 
him Vic'iwy of Tripoli, and Lhat when he left Berlin last week he 
was on his wAy to the Italian capital m order to secure the appoint¬ 
ment. Interviewed by a correspondent of the Vosixckt Zeitung, 
his Highness ridiculed the suggestion, and announced that his 
sympathies were entirely on the side of the Turks ui the present 
struggle As a matter of fact, he is, in spile of his Italian twining, 
one of the most a ujvj Egyptian patriots of his time. (The 1 Near 
East ) a 

London, Nweihbcr iqf 

Difficult as it is to get trustworthy news from Tripoli, there 
would seem to be no doubt that although the earlier stones of 
brilliant Turkish victories were amazingly exaggerated, lhe«Bkian 
situation is becoming extremely critical It is now admitteathat 
the first combined attack ol Turks and Arabs on the Italian position 
was followed by something like a panic in the Italian army, which 
was followed by a senes of indiscriminate reprisals. After a full of 
three days, the Arabs and Turks made r. second at lack, in which 
the Italians sustained severe reverses Accounts which have reached 
London state that the acting parly consisted of 8,000 Turks and 
'6,000 Arabs selected from the the most warlike tribes. It was 
with difficulty that they were restrained from attacking the Italian 
outposts before the plan nt investing the Italian army had beon 
completely matured on the part of the Turkish officers. The 
Arabs fought desnerately They were greatly influenced by the 
speeches of Ftih lity and Neshiat Pasha, who urged them to remem¬ 
ber that the victory of the Italians would be the begming of the dis¬ 
memberment ol the Khalifate and of the downfall of Islam The 
news of the shooting down of the Arab prisoners taken by the Italians 
in the previous battle, and of the assaults on the women and children 
on the part of the Italian soldiers, increased their ardour The 
attack was quite unexpected by the Italians. 

A SUCCBSbKiL Ruse. 

The first movement of the battle wo9 an attack delivered by 
a cavalry battalion of 800 Arabs, divided into two sections under the 
command of El Rakhi. They were received by the Italians with 
a well-sustained fire. The Arabs following a preconcerted plan 
wheeled round and gallopped off, hoping, as indeed actually 
happened, that the Italians would pursue and thus leave the way 
open for the real attack which was to follow by the larger body of 
Turks and Arabs. Immediately after the first feint had been 
earned out, an attack was delivered by the mam body of the arnly, 
and proved so overwhelming that from the beginning the Italians 
lost ground. The first Italian officer to fall was a major 111 the 
front of the Bersaglien, and Lhe attack of the Arab cavalry was 
so strong, that it broke up the ranks of the Italian army and 
separated them from one another. The Arabs took as their mark 
the officers, whom they shot down in large numbers, and this 
general loss of officers has had the most disastrous effect cm 
the soldiers. The Italians fought bravely, but were completely 
disorganised. A large body of Arab cavalry succeeded in surround- 
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mg the left wing of the Italian army and attacked them from the 
roar. The Italians believed that the Arabs from the town had 
again risen in revolt and acting in concert with the Turkish army 
were attacking them from the 1 rear Two battalions of the left 
wing jgate themselves up as prisoners. Some part of the regiment 
to which these battalions belonged, however, continued fighting and 

th« Italians lost between 
“ d k wounded, rod ih their retreat they left in 

the hands of the enemy all their ammunition, guns etc On tKp 

1 {*" *°*««?<| m0Te rifles were found than accorded 

roWl B n Tctfr t ^ t * Uen - Among fj»e officers killed were two 
Colonels, eight Captains, and a large number of officers of lower 

r * n *‘ During the engagement the Italian cavalry showed itself 
much weaker than the infantry and very much inferior to the Arab 
cavalry. 


Reuter's special correspondent, who h as arrived at Malta from 
Tripoli, draws a sombre picture of the situation There is no 
Question at present, he says, of an advance against Lhe Turks. 
Tripoli is practically Ixuicged. The Italians hold one-fifth ot the 
extensive oasis and the Arab* four-fifths, which are full of fruit- 
gardens and date trees. The Italian defences have been drawn in 
and the Turks have pushed forward their Artillery The troops have 
been much discouraged by their hardships ui the trenches and by the 
retirement. Moreover, cholera is claiming many victims among the 
civil population and also among the soldiers 

With regard to the slaughter of Arabs the correspondent says 
that General Cancva must be held responsible, for he gave orders 
which permitted of all Arabs, being shot who could reasonably be 
suspected of bearing arms. This led to the worst abuses. Mean¬ 
while it is stated that during the bombardment of Tripoli the Turks 
succeeded in dropping shells into the interior of (he town from 
a mountain battery placed undtr cover of a sandhill in the desert 
On Monday at a distance of two miles from Tripoli on shell dropped 
oa the terrace of the headquarters of the stiff, produced a panic 
among the officers and cause slight casualties. Skirmishes take 
place daily with indecisive results. On one day the fleet fired over 
300 shots, assisting the outposts in holding trenches, which was 
accomplished with great difficulty. The Turks are reported to be 
massing round Tripoli and preparing for a decisive attack The 
Italian casualties in the recent engagements, as known locally, are 
far greater than the official accounts show 


With the Italians in Barbary. 

(From the 11 Englishman's " Spkcmi Corffs row iwnt.) 

7'fitoi r, OtfaAtr jot ft 

The narrative of the Italian Army's fourteen days in the Tripoli 
taine is one of the most entertaining studies in modem military 
history. By about the 15th of October an entire division had been 
pul on shore. Thin was one of the most complete pieces of military 
machinery that has ever been transported overseas. It only lacked 
one thing which some people consider to be an essential in armies 
engaged in invasions. This was a knowledge of how to engage in 
war. To understand the operations in which the Italian Army has 
been engaged, it is nectssanr to give a little detail about the terrain 
In which the army found itself. Tripoli, as everyone knows by now, 
is just a little bay, the shores of which produce sufficient sweet 
waters to have created an oasis. This oasis is a stretc h of culti¬ 
vated and inhabited land along the sea front. It is four or five 
mites long and averages about a mile and a half in depth. Beyond 
this bell of date palms there is nothing for miles except the desert 
The hinterland is reached by zigzagging across the desert to those 
fertile spots around such weils aa generations of Bedouins have 
established. When thn Italian navat brigade landed at Tripoli at 
the earnest request of the Consular hodv to save the town fiom a 
probable Arab massacre (so the Consular body said} they took up 
a rough outpost line at the fringe ol the palm trees racing the desert 
This was the obvious line of resistance a child wrniul have selected 
it before all others. Even though it was a trifle long for the 1,800 
stalwart bluejackets to bold pa-perry, they made no particular blunder 
in the way they distribu:cd then rifles along (hat portion wf the 
desert front thAt they rould fuvd The soldiers landed and figure 
lively chased the sailors back to, thdr ships. The soldiers then 
tumbled into the same outpost Kne that thn sailors had planned. 
This was all right and proper except that in their fear of being attacked 
the actual force furnishing the night outposts was almost equal to half 
the entire army. The soldiers set themselves to build trenches and 
to dig themselves in the approved way that ii now set down in all 
European drill books Apparently there was no contemplation of 
ofifentav* warfare, l he invading army seemed satisfied to defend 
Tripoli alone. It was quite impossible with the extravagant views 
thiu appertained with regard to night outposts for the one division 
to do more than hold a portion of the entire strip of oasis. About 
two to three miles remained unoccupied, the Italians believing that 
the ordnance from the fleet would be able to keep that clear. 

fb t the first lew days there was not much to trouble the army 
m the trenches. At night a few sniping shots were fired into them 


which, of course, entailed the whole force standing to amis until 
daylight, but there was nothing really "to write homo to mother 
about.” The first duty therefore was to deal with the toeii Arabs. 
It will be remembered that almost immediately before the ultimatum 
the Turkish Government sent the ship Dema 10 Tripoli, She had 
on board over 20,000 mauser nfles and the rest of her hold space wan 
ammunition. Of these arms, over 10,000 were distributed locally 
among the Arabs of Triooli Of the rest they were issued to the 
locally enlisted Redifs. The Italians whtn they took over the town 
issued one of the most weird proclamations that have been evolved 
from an invading General's brain. They said in this document that 
every Arab that gave up his mauser on the morrow should receive 
5 francs, on the day after that 2 francs, and on the day after 
that all outstanding arms would be considered as the property of 
“good Arabs. 11 As may be imagined, the large majority of Ar&hs 
preferred to be considered to be “good Arabs" to parting with such 
a valuable property as a modern magazine rifle. Shortly afterwards, 
however, at ihe end of a grandiloquent proclamation, General 
( aneva stated that Lhe possession of a firearm was punishable with 
death Beyond these two proclamations, the Italians did not 
trouble about the arms, so that really of the 10,000 pieces known- 
to be in the town only 3,000 were surrendered. 

Thf Afmjr at Bengasi. 

In the meantime, the army sat in its trenches and waited for 
something to develop in the desert. 'ihen happened the affair at 
Bengazi General Ameglio's brigade had some opposiUon wfcen it 
landed. It appears that the Italians had taken it for granted that 
the Turks would behave in all the Tnpolitaine coast towns as they 
had behaved in Tripoli. In Bcnga/i they did not do so, and there 
was some st»fT fighting And considerable losses before the Crescent 
was surplanted by r Lhe red, white and green of Italy. Be that as it 
may, the Italian troops fought bravely and well, and those who were 
eye-w'ittiesse’s of the street fighting are full of praise for the reckless 
bravery that the Bcrsaglieri displayed m difficult circumstances. But 
the authorities sought to keep all news from Bengazi a dead secret. 
Whether they wished to hide the casualty list or whether they were 
ashamed of a rather wj'd shelling of the town is not known. The 
result of this effort to maintain secrecy was to react on the Italians 
in a way they never imagined. The wildest reports were in circula¬ 
tion in Tripoli. Half truths in the mouths of the Arabs, eagerly 
watching the trend of events, spread the details of disaster, and m 
two days men in the bazars were showing relics torn from slaughtered 
animals as trophies of dismembered Italians. As a matter of fact, 
the little poi.se of l urks that had marched away into the desert 
behind Tripoli were engaged in making a desperate effort to plunge 
the Italians iti one great native disaster. 

'Totally unaware of what was brewing all round them, the army 
at Tripoli rested secure in its trendies, while magnificent hospitals 
and wonderful stores were dis* mbarked. Never a mounted man or 
a real reconnaissance was sent out into the desert. No attempt wia 
made lo clear up the situation in front or to hold some advanced 
posts that would shield the army from being turned out mto the 
trenches every night at midnight Two aeroplanes were the solo 
means of reconnaissance that was indulged in. The intrepid officers 
who earned out this duty in the air did their work with the greatest 
courage and completeness, but with the best will in the work! the 
aeroplane will not cover a force and the little brigade of Turks, 
finding that no one was after them, collected their Arab allies and 
moved down upon the Italian inlrenchments. 


On 22nd October the aeroplanes reported them to be about 
12 miles away at el oasis, and to be several thousands strong. In 
ordinary rircuinstances, the advance of this little desperate body of' 
Shoghaid Ottomans should not have been any menace to the great 
army of intrenched Italians. But the Italians as Boldwra have not 
the self-confidence of jsojiw other European armSs, and theitr wa* 
also a little tea party that the Turks had prepared in Tripoli tttrifi 
Luckily for the Italians, the tea party was a premature affair or fhttp 
might have been a bad story to write about Tripoli. As has already 
been explained, the oasis of Tripoli averages about a mile and a half 
in depth. That is, there is about a mile and a half of very intricate 
country between the town proper and the outposts. Most of this 
country is residential gardens of the Arabs; you only have to look 
at a walled Punjab or Bengal village to see what kind of country 
this is. Mud walls, cactus hedges, palm trees and gardens. In 
short a very rabbit warren. , 


This great area was not even picketted. The Arabs were left 
to their own sweet wills. They were, of course, wow ¥ good Arabs." 

On the 23rd the Turks sent a small fbree to de$ropstnte against 
the Italian lines. Presumably they wished h dfapvor the weakest 
portions in the links. It had already been agreed through the 1 
Turkish emissaries, who were constantly hr the town, that when dm 
Turks and the Arabsmade their real effortigomst the trenches tjtat 
all the armed Arabs in the town were to rue sod sho$t as many ’ 
Italian soldiers os they could in die bock and then take posses- / 
sion of the town driving all Christum# into the UNU ft Itasartiaged 
that the Arabs should know when to attach when the TurJAdtrawry 
began to fire shells from the desert " Vfbd t jini this, / 
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$ Tbe Arab*, in one particular quarter of the suburbs, mistook 
the demonstration 00 the 23rd for the read attack and rose pre¬ 
maturely in hostile opposition to the Italians. A party of 
Turkish infantry and de&rt Arabs had established themselves 
» in that part of tbe oasis that the Italians had not been able to 
occupy. Under cover of the walls and trees, they first mopped up 
a half company of the nth Bersaglieri, who were established there 
as an outlying picket of sorts. Of these they took no prisoners. 
The Turks and Arabs then pressed into close quarters with the 
next compaay of Bersaglieri on the line. At this very moment the 
town Arabs rose in revolt and every garden wall and house top, to 
say nothing of hedges and ditches, seemed to be alive with shooting 
Arahs. 1 ney were firing directly into the rear of the tienches. This 
sort of thing is more than the best of soldiers can be expected to 
endure for long. The Bersaglieri, however, did the right thing, or 
what at the moment seemed to be the right thing ; they went for the 
Turks in the oasis with their bayonets and pushed them out In the 
meantime, the reserve of the 82nd Regiment, which was the next in 
the alignment to the nth, extended and drove the town Arabs back 
through the oasis. It was extraordinary, however, how the internal 
rising spread, and the rapidity with which the entire town became 
involved- The unfortunate soldiers coming out from the town on 
convoy duty were mercilessly shot down from behind walls and trees 
before they could unsling their rifles even. In town even men began 
to shoot ui the bazars. 

Then followed one of the most awful scenes of panic imaginable. 
A large portion of the town population in Tripoli is Jewish, Greek 
and Levantine None of these peoples have a great reputation for 
bravery The cry wert up that the Arabs were in the town With 
one accord, the populace began to rush down to the shore to 
seize boats to take them out to sea Hundaeds poured into 
the gates of the various Consulates The street? were blocked with 
wild eyed men, sliriekuig women, and yelling children Added to the 
terror bred of uncertainty was the fact that few odd Italian soldiers 
left in town, not knowing really what was happening, were shooting 
Tndiscrimihatply up and down the streets. There was half an hour of 
this frenzied sattve 7 ui pent\ and then the Italian Carabinieri, who 
had just been landed, began to get the town situation m hand In 
the suburbs, however, it was some time before tranquillity could be 
secured, as it is so difficult to locate the actual snipers, especia ly as 
the demonstrating Turks having made an impression on the left of 
the outpost line were busy pushing this advantage until overwhelmed 
by the arrival of the overpowering Italian reserves. 

It was evident when at sunset the Italians had more or less got 
the situation under control that ilie army of invasion had suffered a 
very considerable shock both morally and in the nialccr of casualties 
They had lost nearly tout hundred men that day and, from the nature 
of the fighting; the majority had been killed. A great despondency 
took this usually gay army What they felt was that there were still 
7,ooo stand of modem rifles unsurrendered in the hands of a 
treacherous enemy behind their own outpost line end that at any 
inument tbe Turks might attack them again in the front, while these 
seven thousand rose m the rear. It was not a very pleasant reflection 
from the purely military standpoint. The Italian*, however, were 
, liking no further risks with the Arabs They just turned the soldiery 
Situ the affected quarters ol the town and washed them out with 
' Uood. It Was a terribfc business, but in the circumstances it is hard 
to see what else remained for the Italian* td do Weakness towards 
anosrible enemy always results m subsequent barbarity" Moreover 
jBKfir that tiie Turks were jikrafto'attack'wis no empty suppos;- 
ftfoti. They came in gallantly within thirty hours and made for their 
1 numbers and conditions a really wonderful effort, but the narrative of 
this and the butchery ol the Arabs in the suburbs miut wait for 
another tetter. 


Tbe Parliament and the War. . 

f ' ,, ( „ / October 24 

\ Ma I). Mason (Coventry, Mm.). —May I ask why His 

\ Majesty** Government have not offered their good offices to Italy 
and Turkey with a view to a determination 01 hostilities ? 

Mr Asquith.—His Majesty's Government do not consider that 
\ any public announcement on this subject at the present moment 
; will further tbe object indicated by my honourable friend. (General 
\ cheers.) 

■* October 26 . 


■i' Mr McCallum Scott (Grtongjow, Bridgeton, Min.) asked the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afliurs whether be was able to commit- 
nhtttoto the House the text of thrCircuiar Note issued by toe Italian 
Government to tbe Powers last month, notifying the attack upon 
tbe Turldto vilayet of Tripoli, and the terms of the reply of His 
,, Majesty's Government made to that communication. 

I St E. Grey (Northumberland, Berwick).—Notification of the 

* decWajtioh of oar between Italy and Turkey was communicated 

* jib us 0* goth September. His Majesty's Govempient duly issued a 
ifiMaratibo of neutrality, and ft would be undesirable to lay any 
IppMs bn this subject at the present juncture. (Hekr, hear.) 



/ 


November 2. 

Mr. M. Sykes (Hull, Central, Opp.) asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether His Majesty’s Government had any 
information regarding the resumption of lighthouse services in the 
itgean and Re I Seas . and, if so, would he state whether the resump¬ 
tion was total or partial. 

Sir E. Grey (Northumberland, Berwick).—We have been in 
constant communication for some time with both the Italian and 
Turkish Governments on the question, in order to secure the res¬ 
toration of the lights. Orders were given on 21st October by the 
Italian Government to relight the Italian Red Sea lights that had 
been extinguished , but the Turkish Government have not yet 
seen their way to restore their lights without an understanding as to 
the neutralisation of the Red Sea. I am still in communication with 
the Government at Constantinople. 

Sir G. White (Norfolk, N. W, Min.) asked the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs if His Majesty’s Government had taken, or would 
lake, the opportunity presented by the readjustment of territorial 
boundaries within the area of Africa covered by the Act of Berlin to 
recall to the Governments concerned in that readjustment the sti¬ 
pulations of the Berlin Act with regard to freedom of trade between 
the natives and the outer world, which stipulation had not been 
adhered to by the French Government. 

Sir E. Grey.—It would be undesirable to complicate the 
negotiations proceeding between other Powers by raising other 
questions than those now under discussion between them. 

Mr. Beckett, on behalf of Mr. Lloyd, asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs what steps were being taken by His 
Majesty’s Government to safeguard British rights in Tripoli ? 

Sir E. Grey—His Majesty's Government have no reason to 
suppose that British rights in Tripoli are being jeopardized. The 
Italian Government have announced their intention to protect 
foreign subjects in Tripoli by ail available means. 

Mr M Sykes—May 1 ask whether the stipulations enjoyed 
by British subjects in the Ottoman Empire are still enjoyed by them 
in the parts of Tripoli which are occupied by Italian troops P 

Sir E. Grey —There is a state of war at present existing, and 
it is always difficult when a state of war actually exists to say what 
the position of treaty rights is. We have not admitted that any 
treaty rights which we have in Tripoli are impaired by anything 
which is raking place there at present. 

Mr M. Sykes asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether the Egypto-Tnpoliten frontier had been completely delimi¬ 
tated , and, if so, would he say when this was done ? 

Sir E Grey.—The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. Gretton (Rutland, Opp.) asked the Secretary of State for 
foreign Affairs if he had any official information showing that British 
subjects were killed and wounded during the bombardment of 
Bengazi by the Italian fleet, and, if so, how many; if application 
was made by or on behalf of Bnt-sh subjects at Bengazi for their 
removal by the British or Italian authorities before ihe bombardment, 
and if Aliy of them were removed, and if there was any British ihip a 
Htber naval or mercantile, at Bengazi to render assistance to 
British subiects ? 

Sir E. Grey.—His Majesty's Government arc informed that 
during the bombardment of Bengazi eight Maltese British subjects 
were killed by falling masonry A shell struck the British Consulate 
but the British Consul has telegraphed that commercial interests 
did not suffer any serious damage in consequence of the bombard¬ 
ment. So far as His Majesty's Government are aware, no application 
for removal was made by British subjects. No British naval ship 
was present and so Tar as we are aware no British mercantile ship. 

Mr 1,-each (Yorks, Colne Valiev, Min.) asked the Secretary of 
State lor, Foreign Affairs if he would use his good offices and the 
influence ot tbe United Kingdom to put a stop to the killing of 
Arabs, men, woipen, and children, by the Italians at Tripoli. 

Sir E. Grey.—The military operations of the Italian Government 
in Tupoli are a matter in which His Majesty’s Government cannot 
interfere, and any other attitude would not be consistent with the 
Declaration of Neutrality that they have issued. I understand that 
the statement implied in the question has been denied on the highest 
authority, and l must earnestly deprecate the putting of questions 
on the noUce paper of the House of Commons in a form that must 
be offensive to other Governments. (Cheers ) 

Mr. Gwynn asked toe Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether his attention had been called to the accounts of the sack 
of Tripoli and the bombardment of Bengazi; whether he had 
received any official information giving authentic particulars of those 
transactions, and, if so, whether he would immediately communicate 
such information to the House; and, if he bad not received official 
accounts of these events, whether be would, telegraph to the British 
Consuls asking for full and detailed reports. 

Sir E. Grey.—His Majesty's Government have received no 
information to show that since the outbreak of hostilities between 
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f Italy and Turkey any event baa occurred that can be described as a 
t ntckof Tripoli. With 


t. 


Lh regard to Barigsri, 1 wooId refer to the reply 
to the honourable member for Rutland. His MajeWps 
Government are kept informed of the course of events in, Tripoli 
tmd Cyrenaica by hi* Majesty's Consuls in Tripoli and Bengali, 
but I cannot undertake to give information except when British 
tobjetts are concerned (Cheers.) 

Mr. Gwyitn asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs when 
the Italian Government communicated to the British Government 
its intention of seizing Tripoli; whether the British Government 
assented to this, enterprise or addressed any remonstrance to the 
Italian Government; and whether he would lay upon the table any 
commuricatiotis which had passed between the two Governments 
re ferring to the, Italian expedition to Tripoli ? 

Sir E. Grey.—The first communication of any intention to 
seize Tripoli which His Majesty's Government received was the 
notification of the Declaration of War on 30th September. We 
at once expressed the intention of issuing a declaration of neutrality 
As stated last Thursday, I am not prepared to lay papers at the 
present time. 

Mr 1> Mason (Coventry, Mm.)—Would the right honourable 
• gentleman explain to the House how that is consistent with the 
treaty obligations that this country entered into at The Hague ? 
(Hear, hear.) 

) Sir E Grey.—We received 1 notification of a state of war 
\ We expressed our intention of issuing a decoration of neutrality, 
\ there is nothing in that, so far as I am aware, contrary to any 
1 treaty obligation. 

Sir W. Bytes (Salford, N., Min) —Is il not .1 violation of 
treaty obligation on the part ol Italy ? (Some cheers.) 

Sir E. Grey —Perhaps the honourable member will give me 
notice of the actual treaty he refers to. 

Mr. King (Somerest, N., Min).-—Are we under no obligation 
to maintain the integrity of the Ottoman Empire? (Cheers) 

Sir E. Grey.- I must ask for notice of any question relating 
to any treaty, 

Mr. Lansbury (Bow and IlroinIcy, J^b.) Have the Govern¬ 
ment considered the effect upon the poorer population of the 
various European States by the example of a civih/ed Government 
removing its neighbour's land-marks for no other purpose than the 
exploitation of a peaceful country ("Oh'”)—a peaceful muntry— 
and Seizing their possessions ? 



The C omrade . 
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temf that pcrifertly pb^r^ ^< 
erely foreign1 pobcy. but Common * 


Bent is,i 


was peremptory, and wtf.greatlj to 
urgent question concerning not mere! 

humanity and the decent conduct of war, , 

pledged under the Hague Convention to uphold, should be answered ] 
m this fashion. The mouth ef the House of Commons & shut on ,4 
foreign affaire, and it i* really <|ddiM inwlt to jnjwy wheft Ltberel •' 
members are addressed as Mr. Leach and Mr. Mason wert addrswed , 
last night, when they put to the Foreign Secretary the quesftOT vdachf * 
nearly every Englishman has it on his lips to ask. Mr. Leach • vaa v 
roughly told that in asking whether the Government would use its . 
good offices to stop the killing of men, women, and children m; 
Tripoli, he was putting question in a form 11 offensive 4 to other < 
Governments. Mr. Gwyim, inquiring whether we hod remonstrated, ,1 
was told that we had issued a declaration of neutrality, as if that were 
a relevant answer , and Mr. Mason, suggesting that the conduct of* 
the Italian troop was an infringement of Article II. of the aincx to 
the Hague* Convention, which gives belligerent rights to an extempCM 
rised levy of an invaded people—aud that the Government might 4 
take action to express the House’s 11 horror and detestation " of fhe 
massacre, was told that he ought nvit Lo ask such questions, and tha*: 
they were 41 deprecated ” 41 in the strongest possible way." 

Now Ministers, like other men, are liable to haste, but this is 
language of a very unusual character. The feeling which the Liberal 
and Toiy members expressed on Thursday night is not merely Par¬ 
liamentary, it is national, and if the Government are not personally ' 
stirred toany kind of humane, though quite peaceful action, they 
can at least be Reminded that international law permits and cncour- jf 
ages them to it Under these circumstances, it becomes the urgisu j 
duty of the Liberal party to call for a prompt discussion of tne 1 
foreign policy of the Government. It is not to be imagined that the j 
tone of the Foreign Secretary on r l hursday night represents the deli * 
ht-rate attitude of a Liberal statesman towards matters which concern * 
some of the best and deepest feelings in the human heart, as well ns 
the oldest of British interests, which is lliat of peace Out we must 
really have some assurance that we have not acted in the spirit in 
winch Sir Edward Grey has spoken 
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The Italian Atrocities. 

Reuter’s Description of the Slaughter. 




Sir, E. Grey,—The honourable member is inviting mu to take 
comments on a state of things with regard to whirh we have issued a 
declaration of neutrality. Having done that, no good purpose 
would be served by my making comments upon a war with respect 
to which we have stated our intention of being neutral. (Cheers.) 

Mr. D. Mason Hiked the Prime Minster on private notice 
what action the Government intended 10 take to express the horror 
and detestation which the Ho'ise felt at the recent reported massacre 
of Arabs by the Italians in Tnpoli ? 

Mr. Asquith —I would refer my honourable friend Ln the answer 
given by my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretory earlier in 
the day, 'I o that answer I have nothing to add except this, that 
questions of such a character ought not to be asked cr answered on 
private notice. (Cheers) 

Mr. D. Mason.—I sAb Aright honourable gentleman aw are that that 
answer referred to this denial by the Italian Embassy which contained 
the following sentence; 11 Those who during the 4 fighting or immediately 
after it, were found with arms in hands were shut, and that aw oru 
fog to Article III of The Hapue Convention all belligerents—the 
armed forces of belligerent parties—may consist of combatants and 
non-combatants? Is die right honourable gentleman aware of 
that fact ? 

Mr. Asquith .—1 have nothing to add to whnt 1 have said except 
1 io repeat that 1 deprecate such questions in the strongest possible 
' way. (Cheers.) 

Mr D. Mason—May I ask vou, Sir, whether I should be id 
order, having regard'to the fact ikrt ail the time of the House 
has been allocated to die Government, in giving notice of a resolu¬ 
tion of protest which 1 wish to propose to Ihe House ? 

The Speaker —The honourable member is certainly entitled to 
give notice uf any motion he desires to move and put it on the 
paper. 

Mr. D. Mason.—Having regard to your ruling, Sir, and as 
1 regard this as a matter of very urgent importance, 1 move the 
adjournment of the House. 

The Speaker —The honourable member has forgotteu the resolu¬ 
tion of the House which forbids any motion for the adjournment of 
the House, 


London, Mi Xuiirtah*r. 


Reuter's coi respondent in Tripoli reached Malta 'yesterday 
and issued a sworn statement, countersigned by the correspondents 
for the Morning fbst and the Daily Mirror, at the request of 
the British Consul at Tripoli City In this he declares.— j 
“ Until 33rd October the Italians treated the Arabs kindly, 1 
and the liersaghcri rightly shot the Arabs in the southeastern 
portion of the oasis Afterwards, however. General Cancva 
ordered that all Arabs caught with arms in their possession in the 
oasis should be shut, but on finding that the Arabs were hiding 
their arms he 1 hanged the order to* shoot all who are reasonably * 
suspected of bearing amis' Bodies ol excited soldiers, often 4 
without officers, scoured tlie oasis for four days and shot. ,Argbj& t 
indiscriminately, regard^ss of whether.or not Ihey had taken lirt 
m the treacherous attack upon the Bersaglieri, " j 

* * u Several parries of 50 and 60 Arabs (men and buys) were 
collected, with their hands tied behind them, and inarched to vacant 
[places, where they were shot without trial Others were diet down ' 
while they were working in their gardens and more were bayoneted 1 
or rlubhed to death with the butt ends of rifleB. b 

11 On the fourth day after the so-called insurrection an Italian > 
detachment met thiee unarmed Arabs obviously men of property* t 
and shot them without a word of explanation. 
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14 The Turks engaged m the battles of 23rd and 26th October ) 
did not number more Ilian 2,00c, and yet they inflicted upon { 
the Italians losses to the number of at least 1,000 men. The 
Italian line was broken on the a6th in two places hy lesg than 204 J 
Arabs, who rushed the 84th Regiment at dawn and gamed the ? 
cover of the oasis. One hundred dismounted Italian cavalry saved V 
the situation by a charge in which they killed the nuriority of the { 
Arabs. Thirty of the Arabs, however, held 9, position .for three days ■' 
until they were blown up by mines. 1 y * 

44 General Caneva became so alarmed at the tatfi of events that 
he abandoned the 
and his army worked 

pregnable by throwing v —--—-, — 7 - 

entanglements. The Turks and Arabs are now hokuimkh* mm t 
where they have ample food and Where the orchards a^gaiiw 
afford natural defences The position is an ideal onwfrfen Which 
to harass the Italian tines. Toe Ttnkish |ulv)Uiced aril®ery mi 
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The Comrade. 


Jto Ocfcobft dropped * shell into General Caneva’sheadquarters. 

Italians have Seen driven to a point from 'which they cannot 
Ikice fl*cep* to way of the seai and they hare passed from a state 
r w plftfcest elate* to one of deepest depression. They have to 
contend against sandstones in the day time and soaking rains in the 
end teany of them are suffering from cholera. If the corre- 
m Tripoli attempt to state the facts in their reports they 
wifi be tmmedku^ expelled ' 1 

Re twterts that the correspondents for the Nn> York World 
mi the Berlin Lokalanzeign were $0 disgusted with the action 
Of the Italians in the oasis that they handed their passes back to 



t \ General Canera .atul refused to have any further dealings with his 
**rwy. 

Other persons recently arrived at Malta from Tripoli state that 
it feign of terror exists in the city, and that house-to-house searches 
for Arabs continue. Summary punishment is, they affirm, meted out 
' upon the slightest pretence, and batches of 50 prisoners ore frequent¬ 
ly executed after a minute’* trial before a tribunal of officers. 

The Standards correspondent in Tripoli estimates that the 
attackers in the battle of 26th October numbered 8 p 000 Turks and 
16,000 Arabs and tha- the Italians lost 5,000 men, including two 
battalions that surrendered. 

Berlin , 2 nd November. 

The correspondent of thr Frankfurter Ztituug telegraphs from 
Tripoli under Tuesday’s date ; - 

The suppression if the revolt among the natives is being 
upturned with merciless rigour. The Arabs, thoroughly wcll- 
a r n cil, hod occupied the whole oasis. They did not shoot any 
E'lrnpain civilians, but they shot many Robbers, and on tins account 
the i«iuic which aiose among the troops wa& mu eased Owing to 
the helplessness of the officers a wild man hunt bggati The troops 
-were even oidered 10 fire on w r omen and elnldern. Tlv.a fai at least 
j,000 natives have been cveciited or shot down. lunar soldiers 
base conducted an equal number us prisoners to Fantellcna. The 
Italian soldiers -hot a Maltese and a Greek, mistaking them for 
moves. In the execution of the measures 1 witnessed myself un- 
1 heard ol alrocities Hundreds cm Arab corpses and also carcass ,<f 
\ afrmals are still lying about in the oasis The gcmral inset ui>ry 
is spreading in the town as well. 

The Shambles. 

J Mr. Franris McCuIlagh, the well-known American writer, who 
/ was scot to Tripoli by the New York World, has returned to Malta, 
declaring, that, with olher correspondents, he refused to remain in 
' Tripoli any longer, as a pi0test against Italian barbarities Mr Mc- 
Cullagh, telegraphing from Malta, writes Th»> Italian Army is an 
? armed band of marauders and a gang of assassins About 400 
women and children and 4,000 men have been shot. Cnpples and 
blind beggers have been deliberately shot, and sick people whose 
bouses were burned were left on the ground and lefused even a drop 
.of water. 1 personally witnessed these scenes of btrroi and photo¬ 
graphed them. The Arab quarter was over-.in by cra/y soldieis shooi¬ 
ng every Arab, mAn, woman, and child The officers were wore than 
the mca The Army is demoralised and the scenes are worse Ltiun 
*Rn American massacre. The Arabs did mutilate corpses, but not until 
i%he Italians began the massarre. The Arabs were u,t first tne most 
^courteous of opponents and used *o hrm^ in wounded Italians under 
j : m flag of truce. I veiled the Italian from during the bottle of 
> a$tb October and found the soldiers paralysed with feai The Italians 
x frankly admit conducting the war as a war *> r extermination, and uo 
5 quarter is over given tu the Arabs whom General Caneva persists ip re- 
i gardmg as non combatants. He says, he is fighn.ig Turkey, and that 
| the Arabs, therefore, are not regular soldiers m uniform and must he 
I shot if caught with ytns in their hands whether under the wljite flag or 
l not, A small force of Arabs was surrounded in a house Where ihey 
f fought for 11 hours. Their ammunition was then exhausted and 
thdy all butchered despite the white Hag. The worst case of 
barbarity witnessed during the massacre was that ot a boy and girl 
*ftd two aged women tying on the ground among the cropses at the 
gate of the Italian Red Cross hospital. 

Treachery and Brutality. 

I begged the military doctors whose only occupation seemed 
Kr be photographing the horrible massacre scenes, to help these 
tick people. The doctors paid no heed, and I begged a Franciscan 
monk and a high Red Cross official to do something, The latter 
said if Let them die.” Italian soldier* guarded these poor wretches, 
prevented anyone giving them even a drop of water, and all died. 
Thm is hardly any treachery Italians are not employing. They 
otfd white flags on tree tope signalling to the fleet the presence of the 
Arabs, The Arabs have come to regard the white flag as an emblem 

blackest treachery. The principal culprit is General Geneva He 
fives In the citadel, which is fortified, and surrounded by bomb-proof 
{betters, with soldiers crowded in it from roof to eeUaft ,The General 
. of die division does the same and tinder such Absentee leadership 
army would degenerate. General Geneva I lf is never 
** Seen at the front, or outside the bomb-proof shekel}*. 


In a later despatch Mr. McCuIlagh MVS 1 „ 
were surrounded by soldiers who shot at sight - 

could find. The soldiers wandered about, revolvers id thefrffl 
shooting every Arab who showed himself, frequently firing ai? 
comrades whom they mistook in the distance for Arabs. ^ . t 

tl Drunk with Blood." , * 

They were literally drunk with the blood they hid spilled. 
All the symptoms of intoxication characterised then appearance 
and conduct, I came upon fifty soldiers conducting a dozed 
prisoners. The soldiers, yelling wildly, swayed to and fro tiki 
drunkards. At their head was their captain with a face ah 
flushed, and manner as unsteady, as the worst of his trpopk 
He had lost control of himself, and his followers shoved and 
jostled him as if he were in the ranks. None of them had tasted 
wine, and that I am sure, but blood had maddened them. A® 
hands marched to a roadside hut, and, two by two, the prisoners) 
were led to the walls and received volleys of bullets. As each* 
pair of victims fell, the spectators yelled in a frenzy of delight. One; 
captain with a camera snapped the successive scenes and a volley l 
was often delayed to enable him to arrange the focus. There > 
was a mad rush forward when the last victims fell and the air was 
filled with jeers. 

Down the mam road towards Bumchana marched fifty soldiers, 
in a hollow square. Inside the square were more than fifty Arabs, 
men of alt ages, and children about ten The soldiers marched 
towards the buses 011 the outskirts of the town and drove the prisoners 
into an empty hut At the corner of the hut the soldieis drove a 
bayonet into the heart of an old man and the others were 
burned by groups into the hut. Then usual business began, and 
sooii the floor was so encumbered with bodies that those who 
came last had to chmb to their own death over a hillock of 
their dead friends. Manv fell as they climbed. When the work of 
the firing party was finished, the finer presented an awful spectacle of 
tangled bodies and limbs inteiturned in agony Despite the great 
numbtr of bullets po'ircil into the house many Arabs retained some 
spark jf life. As one or another moved, the captain of the escort 
h<.gan revolver practice shootlrg At the qi ivenng limbs, and when 
no moie movement occurred he fired at visible heads, making hor¬ 
rible jokes, and inducing o'hei offices to join in the abominable 
work From the bottom of the pile c.nne a deep hoarse moaning 
and the officers again emptied revolvers into the tumult of bodies 
from where the sound reamed to Come. Still the plaintive moaning 
con tinned, and the officers, with nbald expletives, then ordered up 
the firing party. Again the bodies were raked with half a dozen 
volleys and when I listened again the moaning had ceased 

The final volley had torn and lacerated the bodies in a frightful 
manner, and the pitiful pile was now too ghastly for description. 


Moslem Appeal to Christians. 

To j hr Editor of the 11 Times." 

Sir, -May I beg you to extend to me once more the courtesy of 
your columns to usk the nation how long wc arc to view unmoved 
and unconcerned the scenes of horror tlut are being enacted in a 
part of North Africa which only a few wcek c ago enjoyed the bless¬ 
ings of peace? The indiscriminate slaughter, the news of which is 
telegraphed this morning, the massacre of captives, the killing of 
women who will not uncover their laces at the bidding of rude 
soldiers , the “ execution " of non-comba Lints dragged into the streets, 
without even the pretence ol an inquiry as to their complicity with 
the tiring on the invaders will send a shock, unless I am very much 
mistaken, through die civilized world Were even a fraction of these 
acts committed by the Turks, there would have been a howl of 
indignation throughout the length and breadth of Great Britain. 
Surely the hewt of England cannot be dead to the call of humanity 
a; such deeds by a " Christian " nation. An avenging Nemesis dogs 
ihe steps of wrong-doing and injustice, the invaders are paving their 
way into the desert with their bones, for their ferocious methods 
must in the result recoil on their own heads. 

The Indian vernacular newspapers received by the last mail are 
full of war-news and of meetings of protest; the temble reports of this 
morning will add to the fury and excitement. We remember how 
Moslem India was stirred at the time of the Russo-Turkish War; and 
we know the reeling that this war—forced on an unoffending people— 
with its attendant barbarities has aroused among the Mussulman 
subjects of the British Empire. The masses, os in other lands, can 
hardly be expected to differentiate between the wrongdoer and the 
innocent; I pray that the hatred against the one may not extend to 
the other. 

Will not the Christian men and women of England, who cherish 
the noble ideals of their Faith, raise their voice against this reversion 
to the barbarism of bygone days ? 

1 am, Sir, youts faithfully, 

Ameer All 

Ryform Club, Pali. Mall, S. W. 
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** Military Exigence " in Tripoli. 

To the Editor of (the “Times.’’ 

Sir,—L eaving aside the accounts from sources more or less 
prejudiced against the Italian occupation of Tripoli, it appeals from 
impartial sources not ill disposer to Italy that very terrible events 
4 have occurred in the so-called “oasis” round Tripoli town between 
ajrd and 37 th October. The Arab! in the oasis rose unexpectedly in 

1 the rear of the Italian outposts, a ready exposed to an attack from 

* the desert, thus placing them htftwcen two fires. The Bersaglieri 

2 apparently maintained themselves against a fierce double attack with 

f a courage worthy of the high tradition of their corps, and the honour 

< of the Italian arms was well maintained. But the fighting was 

* followed, unless, indeed, all Europe has been misinformed, by an 

> indiacnrninaic massacre of Arabs in the oasis, lasting for several 
days, in which multitudes were shot at sight, the form of trial being 
in most cases dispensed with 

Now I am not one who consider English methods of warfare 
to have been always unimpeachable. I have, indeed, in my humble 
a degree, protested publicly against some things done by our military 
Authorities at the time that they occurred. On the other hand, I 
have never belonged to the class of persons who hold that “military 
exigencies" are invariably a hypocritical excuse for cruelty. I 
; have no doubt that, in the occupation of a country whose inhabitants 
are hostile, nasty things have to be done. I admit also that, if the 
Arabs had won, they would very probably not have given quarter to 
all the Italians. In fact I do not dispute that, after the rising in the 
oasis was quelled, some military executions of Aiabs must neces¬ 
sarily have ensued. But wholesale massacre, of which the Italians 
, are accused, is very different. 

, The occupation of Tripoli appears to rest on the same basis as 

s the occupation of other parts of North Africa by other European 

- Powers—w*, on the law of force. Some of us wish, for the sake of 

( our friends the Italians, that the Italian Suite had continued to rest 

! on the stronger, nobler, and more economical basis of a free national 

; union of a single nice Hut the Italians may know their own affairs 

best, and in any case wc are in no position to scold them for 
4 imitating ourselves. 

* If. however, Italians begin to treat the Arabs who are fighting 

£ (or their count!y in the same way as the Austrians trcaletl Brescia, 

, it is admissible to remind our Iulian friends that the Arabs have 

much more legal right to resist them than the Italians had to resist 
the Austrians—to whom f-omhardy belonged by law and treaty, 
though, Heaven knows, not by moral right I'lirtherinore, ll the 
" Italians claim European sympathy because they arc destroying the 

power of the Turk, with its record of massacre and oppression, it is 
particularly necessary to be carctul about these things. 

I refuse to believe the report from a Turkish source that the 
r Italians are treating the Arabs theoretically as “ rebels ” But in Liu* 

circumstances they ought to take special care rot unconsciously to 
let their practice approach to such a theory. The English love of 
Italy, whirh is very sincere and a real factor in Ruropi an affiirs, 
rests much on sentiment, a .scnUmenL of affection In a people who 
won freedom at a price and have hitherto not abused it .it the 
expense of others, os the Magyars are held to have none Of the 
effects of too great severity upon the ultimate relations of the 
Italians to the uihabitants of Tripoli, whom they have undertaken 
to govern, I tan only judge <i prv *», but of the effect on Ergbih 
. opinion, if a policy of cruel repression is begun anil [wrs^led m by 
f the Italians, I can speak Jrom a knowledge of my conntiymen 

But I have received ton much kindness from Italians, and have 
, seen too much of Itahaii officers, to be- able to believe that nuelty 

will be allowed to'become systematic in their Army. May the 
? better elements 111 h speedily prevail. 

Cm. M. Tm/u van- 
To i hr Editor of thk “Timers” 

' . Sir, —From day tn day stores have appeared in the Press of the 

' lihoothig of Arabs In or around Tripoli. Then, conies this morning the 

narrative, plain and authoritative, of what appears to have been the 

* ' largest slaughter outside a regular battle m any modem war Your 

> * correspondent speaks of the “two quarters” liom which the Arabs 

assailed the rear of the Uoruiplieri heing 11 turned into human abattoirs. * 
Reuteriscorroflpondent says that 41 orders were given by the authorities 
, ' to exterminate all Antfts found in the oa&i*.’ 1 The process, he goes 

on to say, took flue* days, parties of soldiers “shouting indiscriminately 
j . ; aB whom they met, without trial, without appeal.” Neither youth 

1 J hot sex, it would seem, were spared, for he goes on, 11 many of those 
* killed were quite young, and many women perished in the confusion. 11 

j A couple of months ago this was a perfectly peaceful population, 

i l living quietly under the (Government of men of different race, bnt of 

t 5 the same religion. Now the male population of the oasis is apparently 

*■ ’ wiped out by soldiers from a land with which these men never had 

any quarrel and which has come to introduce, as it claims, civilization 
►among them. Can modern history supply a parallel to the wantonness 
knd tneonielty of these proceedings ? It was feltas a harsh application 
Of admitted laws oF war when the Germans in 1870 burnt French 



villages from wbfoh they had been attacked* What wonW have brto t ( 
said then if they had turned out the male population attd shot them 
down without attemptinito ask who had and who bad not been con¬ 
cerned in the attack ? The customs of wjr have hardened since that 
time. But to what is Europe committed if the action of die Italians 
passes without protest? Are we to understand that in future the 
distinction between combatant and non-combatant can be set aside 
at the pleasure of an invading army ? Is it to be admitted that, in 
any territory which a foreign Power professes to have annexed, 
resistance is to pass for rebellion, and that the rebellion of some » to 
justify, not merely the slaughter of prisoners, but the indtarimlnaie 
massacre of all who are capable of bearing amis 7 If this is to be 
the rule of the future, the next European wai will be a scene of 
horror far surpassing all present anticipation. “ One hardly knows,” 
your Correspondent concludes, 11 lo what limits the elasticity of the 
phrase 1 military exigencies 1 will be stretched in the aoth century.” 
Indeed if these present practices pass without criticism, there will 
soon be no limits, for it will be difficult to go beyond. 

Yours, etc., 

L. T. Hobhouse, 

Chairman uf the Nationalities and Subject Races Committee. 

\ Vim FILE DON. 

The Rules of Civilized Warfare. 

To the Editor or the “Times” 

Sir,— Mr. Hobhouse in his letter of 31st October admits that the - 
Arabs inside the Italian lines attacked the Bersaglieri, and asks the 
questions—(a) 11 Are we to understand that in future the distinction 
between combatant and non-combatant can be set aside at the 
pleasure of an invading army ? ”, and (A) “Is it to be admitted that, 
in any territory which a foreign Tower professes to have Annexed, 
resistance is to pass for rebellion 7 ” The answer to these questions 
is to be found m The Hague “ Convention concerning the Laws 
and Customs of War on land ” of 1907, which was signed at the 
Hague by the representatives of both Italy and Turkey. Article z 
of the “ Regulations ” attached to this Convention reads os follows .— 

11 The inhabitants nf a territory not under occupation, who on the 
approach of the enemy spontaneously take up arms to resist the 
invading troops without having had time to organize themselves in 
accordance with Article 1 shall he regarded as belligerents if they 
carry arms openly,” etc. The Arab* of the oasis of Tripoli did not 
fulfil these conditions ; thc> waited until the enemy had “ occupied ” 
their territory , they concealed arms ; and they took a convenient 
opportunity to attack (notto “ resist”) the occupying (not "invading”) 
troops Therefore they had not the rights of '* belligerents.” They 
were not, it is true, 11 rrlnIs,” but thc*y were 11 war rebels,” and 09^ 
such their lives wcic at the mercy cf the occupying army. At such 4 
a time theic is no doubt, as happens even during a strike, the innocent 1 
suffer with the guilty, as the German Field Service Regulations lay J 
down, the safety of the Iroopa must be the first consideration. f 

Italy’s position is legally unassailable She has fulfilled all the 
conditions laid dou n in The Hague 11 Convention respecting the open¬ 
ing of hostilities," and observed all the regulations annexed to the 
11 Convention concerning the l,aws and Customs of War on Land.” 

It is os well that Englishmen should understand the meaning 
ol the rules of uvili/ed warfare recognised at The Hague Conferences. 
Whether such rules should be permitted to stand is another question. 

\our obedient servant, 

A General Stmt Officer, 

Moslem Feeling in India. 

A largei.y attended meeting of Muhamniidrins was held at 
Jhalakati (Bansal) on the 19th instant to condemn the unjust war Of 
Italy against 'J'urkcy, As a token of condemnation the meeting 
boycotted Italian goods and expressed hatred for the massacre of 
innocent Arabs by rhe Italians. It was proposed to raise subscrip¬ 
tions to help the families of the dead and wounded. 

The Muhammadans of Dacca have taken to the boycott of Italian 
goods with great vigour. Crouds of Muhammadans ore sepi on 
Islampur road opposite the ice factory burning Italian food*. 1 
Several stationery shopkeepers inform that the boycott has senopfly 
affected the sale of all foreign goods, including efan those of 
Austrian and German manufacture. 

The following resolutions have been passed by the Madras* 
Persian Society:—(1) The Society express their deepest sympathy 
with Persia 111 her present troubles. (2) They think Mr. Shuster' 
for hit sincere services performed in Persia. (3) They condemn* the 
civilized robbery and hypocritical policyW some Chti^tkm Pow^a^ 
towards constitutional Persia. (4) They appeal to the Khofftete ipd 
H. M the Amir of Afghanistan in the present peril to Jake A ktetf. 
interest in the holy Islamic cause. ^ \ '.. 

The following is a copy pf a telegram sent to tfa Wottigpui 
Secretary, Sir Edward Grey :■*- fc. 1 . *■ , 5 
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** Muswdmara, deeply stirred by details of Italian atrocities, view 
with grave apprehension further humiliation of Islam in Persia* 
Appeal to prevent.unjust Russian demands and not to wound 
Muslim feelings unduly wheA King approaching Indian shores.— 
Secretary, Indian Red Crescent Society.* 

A Patna correspondent wired:—The alarming news about Persia 
has stirred the feeling of Muhammadans in general. About 2,000 
S unni Muhammadans assembled in the Madnusa Mosque 
and after Jumma prayers prayed for the safety of Persia, as they owe 
their customs and language to Persian influence Lord Curzon was 
thanked for his sympathetic speech. 

A mass meeting of the Mussulmans of Kanknara and its 
neighbourhood was held on 19th November at 1 pm at Kanknara 
Prayers were offered and then very impressive speeches made re¬ 
garding the war between Turkey and Italy, and the sufferings of 
Arabs Afterwards appeal was mode to each Mussalman to contribute 
iowaids the Red Crescent Society Fund and subscription* began to 
pour in from the assembled people—nch and poor. Italian goods 
were boycotted. Moulana Syed Agha Jalaluddm T»*.rani also 
spoke. Amongst others the following were present -Liuuienarrt- 
X'olonel T. W. Clark, Mr. Taylor of Messrs Tardine, Skinner and 
Co, the Manager of the Kanknara Jute Mills, Rai Syamacharan 
Bhattachaijee Bahadur, and oilier* About S,ooo Muhammadans 
were present. 

Telegraphic information iruali the fact that a mob ol Maho- 
medans of Changanochery (Travancore State), having become very 
excited at readmg the telegrams of Turko-Italian wor in the 
vernacular papei Afannrama. ;U lacked every Christian they saw 
and committed a series of affrays, One Varghese and a couple of 
others were attacked on h public thoroughfare. J he former was 
severely stabbed with a knife on the neck and other placi s neccssitat 
ing hlfl immediate removal to the hospital Joseph Chim/il, a respec¬ 
table citizen, and a few others were severely assaulted and they wen 
removed to the hospital After reporting the occurence to the policp 
and Magistracy, the constable on duty, who was watching the mob, was 
beaten down from his bike and oik- more member had to be admitted 
into the hospital About a hundred excited men armed with their long 
knives, cudgels and clubs vociferously challenged the Christians 
and pelted them with stone*. Business in evciy direction v.os at 
a standstill, and the police and Magistrate wired to thur heads at 
Kotay&m, and they arrived fully armed. The roads were patrolled 
on receipt of telegraphic petitions and reports. The Dewan 
Pei sh kar has arrived there. The iiot has not fully subsided. The 
Prosecuting Inspector from Trivandrum bos arrived and tlic case 
against the offender* is reported to be going on. 


Moslem Feeling in Egypt. 


Am h-Italian demonstration." at Alexandria resulted in not* on 
fist October, tart Kitchener proceeded to Alexandria And vurted 
the Khedive and the disturbed centres. The Prime Minister and 
sq adviser from the Ministry to the Interior left Cairo by sjxcial 
train, 


The Alexandria demonstration was against Europeans in general 
The umy of occupation and the police intervened, and the shops 
and business houses were closed by Lhc police. 

It believed that four Italians and two native* were killed and 
many injured. Martial law was proclaimed at Alexandria, and zoo 
Aura from His Majesty's cruiser Lancaster were landed on 2nd 
November. 

i .? 

Disturbances alsn look place in various districts of ( ajio, and 
forty arrest* were made in the Arab quarters. 

A/exandna, November 1 


The Turkish successes have been received here without question 
by the native population and remarkable scenes cf jubilation were 
Whittled id the Sheets last night The principal roads were packed 
with Turkish partisans, and it was not long before trouble occurred 
Large numbers of shop-fronts m the Rue Secure and other thorough- 
fazes wera smashed up. 


Oettide the Cafe d’Alexandrie a Greek fired a revolver, though 
with what intent it is not known, and this was followed by on attack 
iOpon Aw oafe, which was entirely wrecked. Several arrests were 
mpjbyaad a number of persons were injured. The police acted with 
restraint, and at length succeeded in quieting the 


The Premier and the Procureur^General arrived from Cairo by 
special trail! ax 4*45 this morning, and at once proceeded to hold an 
inqpjiy into the rioting of the previous evening. The Governor of 
Aleutipdria, the acting commandant, and other officials of the city 
w^ so^unot&ed before the Premier. f 

^ \ ft transpired that the rioting was marked, by mifhcroua attack 
Italians, and dro Italian police bfficen were bidly wounded. 


lire Consulate, however, which has been strongly policed since the 
outbreak of war, was not attacked. 

According to a statement by an official at the Consulate, fifteen 
Italians were injured in the streets The attitude of rhe Muhammadan 
population became so menacing at one period that the jiolice, 
fearing a massacre of the Italian residents, cleared the Haraamil 
quarter and made fifty-two arrests. The mob retaliated with stones 
torn from the roads and other missiles, and many shot* wore fired, 
including four from one window. 

A native painter was stabbed 111 Lhc back mid killed, and fifteen 
natives were wounded, four by bullets, four by stabs, and the rest by 
stones The Italians are panic-stricken. 

Following yesterday's rioting here, the Acting Indian Consul to¬ 
day waited on the Governor, and informed him that he should 
hold the Egyptian Government responsible (nr any anti-Italian out¬ 
break or demonstration 

lhc police contend that the fighting was started by Italian 
subjects, whose arrests they have not yet Ken Able to effect. 

A Central News correspondent writes Irom Alexandria on 
1 st November 

I hast interviewed a number of prominent police officer* with 
regard to yesterday's rioting and they all agree that so far as revolver 
shouting war concern jd the chief offenders were the Greeks, twelve of 
whom were arrested The great mnjurit) of the native rioters were 
juveniles, ol whom the pohre took into custody no fewer than 150. 

The rioting began with a senes of incidents all of much the 
same nature Parties ol natives .idvaneing the streets at a run 
threw stones through window's and shop-fronts, and the Greek* 
replied with their revolver*. 

\fter a little while however, the trouble degenerated into in 
anti-lialiAu riot, which la used g.j<U alar 11) ro Europeans generally. 
Most i*l the latter armed themselves with n eolvers, knives, razors, or 
ulhei apons, and the shops were hastily ■ lo«ui 

Patrols of police und military have h vn established, and the 
lire brigade ha* been pressed inL^ the win k ol maintaining order. 

I be soldiers of the army of occupation are t on lined to harmi ks. 

No disturbance* arc reported fnm the provinces, .uid the latest 
new* from Cairo Nays ihat o!i is quiet there. 

bird Kitchener is at Victoria College this evening. 

- Ui Kundrm , November /. 

J here was considerable commotion in Alcxandiia yestertay 
evening 011 receipt of false reports of Turkish victories in Tripoli. 
riie*e reports were spread among the population, which naturally 
became mated Seme shots were fired by Europeans from a win 
dow, causing a tumult, which was, however, promptly suppressed by 
the police. One native was killed and 14 persons were injured, owe 
of whom was a European He was slightly hurt The Prime Minister 
is here and everything is now calm The false new's apparently 
emanated fiom an Egyptian Nationalist at Constantinople.— Reuter, 


Russia and British Annexation of Egypt. 

(From the “Near East" CcikkKsi’ONDJwr.) 

Odessa , October 27. 

From whencever the report recently emanated that England 
was about to 11 regularise ” her occupation of the Nile Valley by the « 
formal annexation of Egypt os an integral colonial possession of the ' 
British Crown, the official and categorical dimenli which so quickly 
followed from Downing Street was, as a matter of course, generally 1 
anticipated in all well-informed quarters , but curiously enough, the 
authoritative disclaimer appears, for reasons that are not easily 5 
comprehensible, to have caused no little disappointment to the lead- A 
ing organs of the Russian political Press. The conflict between * 
Italy and Turkey, argue these journals, has undoubtedly rendered 
England’s existent status in Egypt a political as well as a logical 
impossibility, unless, of course, Turkey’s suzerainty, whether it be 
regarded os de facto, dejure, or merely nominal, be repudiated, and 
such repudiation must necessarily involve a British protectorate or ) 
a British annexation, aud, foiling either, a British evacuation of the 
Nile Valley 'The latter solution of what 15 described as the Anglo- * 
Egyptian tmfiaw is admittedly nut of the question. Then why f 
does not England take the obviously natural and now imperative 
course of hoisting her flog at Cairo? If that had not been her 
latent intention, why, it is asked, was Ix>rd Kitchener sent to Egypt, 
contemporaneously with Italy’s seizure of the Tnpolitaine and the* 
Cyrenaica ? No one imagines, and least of All the political qmd 
mines of the Russian Press, that the two events were accidentally 
coincident 

There is, the Russkaye Slaw observed the other day, a Gordian 
knot to be severed in Egypt, and the sword of Kitchener of Khar" 
toum was deliberately chosen for the performance of that simple 
Alexandrian task , why does his sword remain sheathed ? Perhaps 
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'lit iff tom a certain feeling of delicacy or magnanimity that the 
] British Government hesitates for the pioment to take a course which 
? might have the appearance of emulating the brigand policy of Italy 
I m Tripoli, and England's action Is dictated by no such crooked 
j and pusillanimous motive as ur allow it to aj pear that she was 
I taking a mean advantage or Turkey’s temporary difficulties. In 
certain other quarters H is surmised that the British annexation of , 
Egypt ret iu iris the consent of Germany This presumption the 
Muscovite journal dismisses with the remark that the British Gov¬ 
ernment, which lately put a *|>oke m the Wheel of Germany's 
arrogant procedure in Morocco, would not dream of consulting the 
p)ea»uie of the Wilhelmstrasse in uny new diparturt- ol its [Kibcy in 

Egypt. 


Press Opinion. 


The “Times.” 

The tv cilia of the Inst fortnight m Tripoli miuw that the Italian 
octufMtlion even ol the ixiuit towns is not to b* effected by a men; 
military promenade. When lb; first detachments ol the ex|it:diLinii- 
ary force wire landed, we were assured that no resistance whs to be 
exacted I rum the Arabs They were represented as positively 
hostile to the 'lurks, and as ready to welcome the Italians, who 
would liberate them Iron] the Ottoman yoke*. Whether the Italian 
military authorities on the spot ever shared this delusion, wc arc 
unabte to say *11 the y did they have had a rude awakening It was 
the Arabs who were most pioniiuuit in the determine d opposition 
offered to the invaders at Bengali on icjth and 20th October, it whs the 
Arabs who rose in Tripoli a few days lalcr, and despite the ruthless 
oeventy with which the rising was suppressed, the Arabs again fuughi 
fiercely alongside their Turkish comrades m last Thursdays attack 
at the Bomuflaiu* wells The pleasing theory ventilated in the Italian 
Press tluit, when an advance into the interior is begun, the Arab 
tribesmen will assist the soldiers of Ginuial Oinevo, or at all 
events will not aid tile Turks, seems to be shattered by this news 
Tbc gravity whuh the* Italian military authorities ascribe to it may 
be inferred torn the measures they have laktn to cow ,he spirit of 
the population They arc described in the telegram Iruin our Special 
Cor respondent which appeared yesterday—the last which will appear 
tom him, as the rigid nature of the censorship make*, the transmission 
of indepcnrltnt news almost impracticable fie has exceptional 
knowledge ol the harsh realities ol war, and has bun schooled by long 
.and varied experience not to judge them in the spoil ol an extravagant 
humanitarian. Yet he is 1 vidently chocked h> wl.«t hr has n the 
Italian soldier* do round 'I ripoli. lie admits to the. lull the pica ol 
44 military oxige licit h " He acknowledges that tic cJangtiniis rising 
of Ihe Arabs in the rear of the Italian positions ini|Kitt*d upon the 
Generals aiiBweiable ftr the lives ol tl.c troops the duty of dras’u 
repression But lie speaks of the retribution as "awlul 1 and 
“ruthless ’ He affiims that the “floodgates ut blood and lust 
were opened, ’that many of the Italian aoUbcis got c ut of control, 
and that the innocent weie made to suffei with the guilty What he 
witnessed he describes as one ot the mo<-l irunless phases pi w nr . 

We publish a li tter to-day from one ol the warmest friends and 
admirers ol modem Italy 111 this country which roinn.tnts m 
ineasund and weighty ku^uugc upon on*. CoinspniidcnL’a state- 
mints. No educutcd Iiahair is ignorant it ihe tprvUea which 
Mr George Maruulay Trevelyan has rendered to the history of Italy, 
or ol the spirit of enthusiastic resect and affection with which he 
has described her struggle loi freedom and lor unity it’s the iery 
strength of his love lor her which impels lum today to raise his 
voiu against deeds which ho (ears may tarnish hei gcod name, and 
Weaken the* high repaid m which Englishmen held her P lhc hoJc 
must have been pamftil to him. but we are confident that ip perform¬ 
ing it, be has added one moit to his many claims uu the fntmdahip 
of enlightened and patriotic Italians. Mi Trevelyan neither 
peaches nor reprimands He reasons and advises Like our 
Correspondent, be makes ample allcwanco for the difficulties and tiu; 
possible dangers to *lmI: the rising exposed tK Italians He knows, 
u OUT Cnmsfiond^il knows, that war has iU> exigencies, to which 
soldiers, howcvei humane themselves, must lonietiucs bow . But he 
cannot bring himself to believe that in this instance they imperatively 
demanded the pitiless measures w hich have been taken, and he knows 
well the impression these ate a riaiu to produce on large masses of' 
Englishmen. The presence of large numbeis of defenceless Italian 
subjects in Turkey adds a specud reason to the many other grounds of 
humanity and of expediency which make it particularly incumbent upon 
Italy to prosecute the war without needless seventy. The Turkish 
Government have not hitherto played any very conspicuous part in 
Lhe struggle, and indeed their activity has been hugely confined to 
makiny hopeless appeals and protestations to the Powers. But in 
one respect they have deserved very highly of Italy and of cmlizabon. 
They have had the wisdom and the magnanimity to reject the mea¬ 
sures, pressed upon them tom influential Committee circles, to eject 
Lb* tens of thousands of Italian subjects m the Empire. So far as ia 
known few, if any, of them have been injured or seriously molested 
state the Italians seized upon the Turkish provinces. It abound be 
the endeavour, as it is the interest, of Italian statesmen to do 


nothing which Witt make &is attitude of the Turkish Government 
harder to maintain than it is, 4 f the war is to end. M they wish it to 
end, by an amicable amusement with their present advanarie* they 
must be careful to refrain tom^11 upnecewaty actscakuiatedto 
inflame Modem sensibilities, and to throw power at CotutontiiuAilr 
into inexperienced and irresponsible hands. 

We cannot tell whether the energy and enterprise displayed ol 
late by Torka and Arabs in the theatre of war is due to tfceamval 
there of Fethi Bey or not. It seems, however, certain that ihi* 
very intelligent and capable soldier, as he is reputed to be, has made 
his way tom Paris through Tunis to the Turkish headquarter* in 
Tripoli. 'I he tactics which the Turks and their Arab felkw rubiects 
have been following, there are indeed widely different tom tW 
which he explained in a French newspaper that he intended to follow 
We arc not sure that this is any argument that he is not now direct¬ 
ing them. It is rarelj expedient at the beginning of a campaign to 
give journalists lull explanations of the plan it is intended to pursue 
It is sometimes highly advantageous to assure them that operations 
arc contemplated which it is nut intended to undertake. Fethi Bey 
may have been acting upon this principle when he told his French 
interviewer how he meant to fall back forthwith into the desert and 
to force the Italians to pursue him. In any event he is now likely to 
act upon a plan *u manifestly dictated by all we know of the situa 
lion. Of Lhe Italian plans we are not likely to hear much. They 
have quite naturally instituted a very stria censorship. 

The 11 Manchester Guardian." 

Tut annexation is bad policy, because it forces the Arabs of the 
interior to make common cause with the Turks. It is os illegal and 
invalid as the annexation of Mongolia or Sze-chwan from Downing 
Street would he. You can only annex a country to any purpose 
when you are prepared to undertake and exact certain duties to and 
from its inhabitants, and the Italians, cooped up in a few coast 
towns, are able to do neither. Moreover, the proclamation is a 
sign of weakness It is like the whistling oF a traveller benighted 
on a lonely road to keep up his courage, . . . 

The 41 Graphic." 

A couimxiua Italian correspondent .... denies my statement 
that “ Tripoli is as indisputably a part of the Ottoman Empire as 
Constantinople itself,” and argues that as “Tripoli was independent 
until the year 1835, and wns then only aken by the Turks by 
treachery/* it cannut be quite on the same footing as Constantinople 
The reasoning is plausible, but I am afraid it will not weigh with Lhr 
niteinational jurists Let me assure my correspondent that the view 
I take 1* not my own. It was the view of Lord Granville in ittftr, 
when he wrote to Ixiril Lyons that ■* the incorporation of Tripoli in 
lhe 1 urki*>h Empire is unquestioned.” It was the view of M 
Barthelcmy St Hilaire, when in the same year he told Lord Lyons 
that “The French Government regard it (Tripoli) as indispur 
ably a part of the Ottoman Empire.” It was the view of Admiral 
Onetnro in 1899 (24th Apnl), when he told the Italian 
Chamber that French aggression on the hinterland ol Tripoli was 
forhidden by “ the integrity of Turkey.” It was the view of Signor 
Pnnelti in April 1902, when he said thafr “Tripoli belonged 
legitimately to Turkey." Finally, it was the view of Signor Tittcm 
as late as ph June 1908, when he said Lhat he held ,r unshaJrably 
to the doctrme ot the integrity ol the Ottoman Empire, without 
restriction or reserve, excluding any idea of occupation of any fraction 
whatever of Ottoman tcrnlory.” My correspondent will, I hup*v 
admit that if 1 have erred it is in good company. 

As for the statement that Tripoli was independent up to 1835* 
1 am afraid lhat here, again, the authorities dc not support my tor 
respondent. . . The truth is that from the middle of tire sixteenth 
century the suzerainty of Constantinople was unhroken, and it vaa- 
in virtue of this suzerainty that the Regency was tran&lormed into a 
\ila>tt in 1835. The story was told quite recently in an ftcliob 
brought by the heirs of Ali Caramanli Pasha, the last of the Tripoli 
tan Beys, against the Turkish Ministry of Finaooe 

—Lucien Worn 

41 Truth.” 

Chr*x htz it financier become more and more the ride whdy 
surprising political adventures are undertaken without, any mihfc 
cause. A fnend in Italy sends me the Mowing information; The 
Banco di Kuna, one of the most important Italian ^nKf k has 
picked up a great deal of real esute-^fwincipaUy building I<®^& 
and round the town of .Tripoli. The Ituup cpcupagtnn Jf tto 
country is expected to cause an enormout rise in the tell* of such 
property and with reason, for there h am be a rush of fatiaft* 
to the town as sobn as po>£e is esn^Bed a«d 
There will be a. greet demand for houses and sfeaps, 
streets are pretty .certain to he run up Tfiifly u&m I 
inflation of land values will last is anoner ms 
in land and other commodities can be ttusiad I»1 
against the day of reaction and slump. 
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Stand upright, speak thy thought, declare 

The truth thou hast, that all may share. 

Be bold, proclaim it everywhere. 

They only live who dare 1 

— Morris. 
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The Week. 


TbeRbyd Visit. 



police of Kubhek At Cairo on the 24th November, in the 
:be Khedive, Lord Kitchener on behalf or His Majesty 
L handed to His Royal Highness Prince Zia-ed*Uin, the 
the Sultan, the insignia of the Knight Grand Cross of 


wired from Rome on the*4th November;—Commenting 
nt emanating frpffr, P aris to the effect that Italy had post- 

^_ r _ action in the |pP 5 ea for she days, while the Medina was 

kt&Jh M s aw r ih* Tribuna uya*bat Italy received no/communication 
on th^ubject, but acted spontaneously as an act of courtesy. 


Re jter wired from Pciin on the 24th The Turkish Commander 
a f Bab-eI Mandeb hid been instructed to arrange for a parade of 
troops and firing of ^olijtcs as the Medina passed. 

Anglo-German Relations. 

’] r r House of Commons on 27th No/einber presented a 
civw.leu nod animated appearance. Many distinguished personages 
occupy seats in the galleries, including peers, ambassadors and 
officials. 

Sir Edward Grey received an oration on rising. 

Ho said ■’ Herr von Kiderlcn-Waechter has already made not 
a complete but a large disclosure of wliat passed in conversation 
between Coum Mcttcrnich in London tind myself. In diplomatic 
procedure it is vuy unu^i il to make public an account of conversa¬ 
tions without first cnii.suiting the other party to them. In this case 
I knew nothing until I read the published account I understand 
that the exigencies ot the situation in Germany made it impossible 
for me to be consulted I am not making complaint as to that, 
but it has laid upon me the necessity of disclosing what I think it is 
necessary to put before the House, as to the part which we took. 

11 Dr. von Bcthnionn-Hollweg and Herr von Kiderlen-Waechter 
have already disposed of one misapprehension. It was imagined in 
some quarters that Germany had protested against the French 
action in going to Fez at all, and that France had persisted ingoing 
there in face of the German protest. The German Government 
have explained what the German view really was, and I have no 
comment or criticism to make upon it. 

“ My narrative shall, therefore, date from rst July. On that day 
Count Mcttnmch came to the Foreign Office and made the follow¬ 
ing communication ‘Some German firms established in the south 
of Morocco, notably in Agadir and in that vicinity, have been 
alarmed hv a certain ferment which has shown itself among the local 
tribes due, it seems, to recent occurrences in other parts of the 
country The firms have applied to the Imperial Government for 
tbe protection of the lives of their employees and their property, and 
oc thiir request the imperial Government have decided to send a 
worship to Agadir to lend help and assistance in case of need to 
their subjects and employees, as well as to protect important German 
mtciest/s 111 the territory in question. As soon as the state of affairs 
m Morocco has resumed its former quiet aspect, the ship charged 
with this protective mission shall leave Agadir 1 

“The Panther was then on its way to Agadir,' 1 Sir Edward 
Grey continued, “ but more was m the Ambassador's explanation 
than accompanied this!statement. This communication was accom¬ 
panied by an explanation which made it clear that the German 
Government regarded a return to the status quo in Morocco as doubt¬ 
ful, if not impossible, and that what they contemplated was a definite 
solution of the Moroccan question between Germany, France and 
Spain. The communication was made on a Saturday. The 
inference from it was that the real objective contemplated was a 
definite solution of the whole Morocco question. 

11 On the following Monday I informed Count Mettemich that 
I had seen Mr. Asquith and that we considered the situation created 
by the despatch of the Panther to Agadir so important that it must 
bo discussed by the Cahinet. I would say no more pending a 
meeting of the Cabinet, but I wished the Gorman Government to 
learn at once that in our view the situation was serious and important 

11 Next day, on 4th July, I saw Count Metternieh again, add 
said I must tell him that our attitude could]not be a disinterested one 
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S irding Morocco. We malt lake Into amiideration our treaty 
[gatioos to France and our own interests in Morocco. We were 
of opinion that the new situation created by the despatch of a 
German ahip^do Agadir, and future developments, might affect Bri¬ 
tish interests more directly than they had hitherto been affected! and 
therefore we could not recognise any new arrangment that might be 
come to without us. 

11 1 made it quite clear that this communication, and the exact 
words which I used, were those of the Government. After that 
there was a period of silence Count Metterrrich was not instructed 
to make any comment to me regarding my communication, and wc 
received no intimation from the Cermaq Government as to what 
their aims or desires were or as to what they'had in mind when they 
spoke of the definite solution of the Moroccan problem 11 

"That was really the important question. Some information 
reached u.s leading us to apprehend that the settlement contemplat¬ 
ed by Germany might be the partition of Morocco, arrived at by 
negotiations to which it was not intended that we should be a party. 
It is quite true that wc disinterested ourselves in Morocco politically 
by the Agreement of 1904 with France, but in making that 
Agreement the late British Government stipulated for certain 
economic and strategic conditions These might have been disturb¬ 
ed by a new settlement regarding Morocco, and that was why we 
were uneasy as to what might lake place. The British Ambas¬ 
sador in Berlin saw Herr von Kidcrlen-Watch ter on 12 th July on 
minor matters, and put h question respecting ihe report of a 
conversation d Inns between Germany, France and Spain, the 
inference being that wc were excluded 

11 Her von Kiderlen-Waechter replied there has nevci been any 
idea of such a conversation, but except this negative communication 
no further information came from Germany. The newspapers 
reported little. Later Gcinmny made demands regarding the 
French Congo of an extent to which it was obvious that neither the 
French Government nor the Chamber could agree, and I became 
anxious as to the future development of the Moroccan question. 

*■ I therefore spoke to Count Metternich on 21st July and told 
him I wished it to be understood that our silence must not be 
interpreted as meaning that we were not taking in the Moroccan 
question the interest which had been indie ited by i*ur state men ts 
of 4th July. 

11 We knew that the rectification of the frontier of the French 
Congo liar] been proposed as a basis for negotiations with France. 
We thought it possible that a settlement might lie come to bclwecn 
Germany and France on this basis without affecting British interests 
We should be very glad if this happened, and in Lhe hope that it 
should happen we had hitherto stood aside, but I had been 
made anxious by Lhe news which appeared the day before rs to 
the demands which Germany hjd made, demands which were in 
effect not the rectification of the frontier, but a cession of the French 
Congo which it was obviously impossible for the French to concede. 

M I heard that negotiations wore rlill in progress and still honed 
they might lead to a satisfactory result, but it must b e understood 
that if they were unsuccessful a very eiubairassmg situation would 
arise. I pointed out to Count .Viet tor nidi that ihr Germans were 
in the closed port of Agadir, and that according to lutivt rumounj 
they were landing and negotiating with Lhe tribes, so that loi all we 
knew they might lie acquiring concessions there, nad that even 
the German Hag might have been hoisted at Agsdir, which was the 
moat suitable port on that coast for a naval base 

11 We could not say to whdl extent tr.e situation might be 
altered to our disadvantage, ami if the negotiations with France 
came to nothing we should be obliged to do something to watch 
over British interests, and to become a party to the discussion of 
the matter. 

"The,longer the Overmans icmaiued fit Agadir the greater was 
the risk of their developing a slate of affairs which would .nuke ir 
more difficult for them to withdraw, and morn necessary for 'is *0 
fa ke some step to protect British interests. I wished 10 say ail thu 
now, while we were still waiting in the hope that the negotiations 
with France would succeed, for, if I did not say this now, it would 
duge resentment later if Germany had been led n suppose by our 
previous silence that we did rot take an interest .11 die matter. 

■« Count Meticmidi was unable to give rue any information, 
but depiecated the assumption that what ] had sketched as possible 
damage to British interests *0* accomplished. Count Mettcrmeh 
was sure hn Government had no intention of acquiring commercial 
monopolies, and unfairly prejudicing oar interests. Thereupon 1 
observed that the German continuous occupation of a closed port 
involved at leart a monopoly of commercial opportunities. 

" During that day, 31st July Mr Lloyd George told me he had 
tp make a speech on an occasion of importance at the Mansion 
House that evening He consulted with Mr. Asquith and me as 
to what .should lie said. It was fourteen days since tne last public 
statement about Morocco was made, namely, a very short statement 
made by Mr. Asquith in the House of Commons. 

" We were anxious as to the way things were developing. We 
all felt that for a Cabinet Minister of first rate importance to make a 
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speech ana formal occasion, and to say no word about Foreign y aflU(i 
would be misleading to public opinion everywhere. What Iliad said 
to Count Metternich that day wAs obviously suitable only for diplo¬ 
matic channels. 

"The Chancellor of the Exchequer therefore spoke in more 
general terms upon the situation. VVHat he said is on record. It 
claimed no pre-eminence, no predominance for us in International 
affairs. It contained no menace such as saying 'hand offs* to anyone 
anywhere. It did not say there was any particular demand or claims 
on the part of Germany which were inconsistent with British 
interests Its purport was that where British interests were affected 
we must not be treated as if we should cease to exist at any rate as a 
great Power 

11 As a matter of fact the first German comments on the speech 
I saw were such as might naturally have been expected. One 
German Conservative newspaper said that if the wuid Germany 
hod been substituted for England the speech might have been made 
by a German Minister; but the words of the speech were soon for¬ 
gotten and a sort of legend has grown up about it.” 

"Count Mectemich three days after that speech came and 
infoimcd me that the Gernun intentions of sending a ship to 
Agadir were unchanged Not a man had been, or was being 
landed. The Government regretted the credence given to insinu¬ 
ations from hostile quarters regarding the intentions of Germany, , 
who never thought of creating a Naval port on the coast of 
Morocco, and never would think of it Such ideas were hallu¬ 
cinations. 

11 As to the negotiation^ with France, if the German demands 
were rather high lus Government was ready to make concessions 
in Moroccan as well as in Colonial matters, but the Chauvinistic \ 
tone of the speech and part of the British Press was menacing ?, 
Germany with tty@ interference of the friends of France. This, * 
Count Metternich added, did not tend towards a settlement. * 


11 1 sAid," Sir E Grey continued, 11 that I was likely to be 
asked in Parliament what was happening at Agadir, and I would 
like to know whether I might say that the German Government 
had informed me that not a man had been landed. The 
Ambassador asked me to make no public statement regarding this 
conversation until he had time to communicate with his Govern¬ 
ment. Next day Count Metternich told me that the information 
whirh he had given me on the previous day was confidential. 
Germany could not consent to its being used in Parliament in 
view of the speech of Mr Lloyd Geoigc. 

" Ii M . then made me, regarding that speech, a commjmcatrm 
which has cow heen published by Herr von Kiderlen-Waechter. 
The communication was a strong criticism of the effect of the 
speech on the Press rathei than upon the substance of the speech 
itself, hut it was exceedingly still in tone, and I felt it necessary 
to say thaL the speech seemed to me to give no cause for complamt. 


11 But Lhe fact that it had created .surprise in Germany wa* 
in itself justification of the speech, for it could not have created 
surprise unless there had been some tendency to think that we 
might be disregarded. The speech had not claimed anything 
except that wc were entitled to be considered as one of the 
great natiops It had claimed no pre-eminence and it had not 
even indicated that there was a crisis It had dealt in general terms 
nub T^muLe ronLmgenc’cs The German Government had said 
it was not consistent with their dignity, after Mr. Lloyd Geoiye’s 
sped h, to give explanations regarding whit was occurring at Agadir. 

14 1 Ml that the tone of their communications made it 
inconsistent with our dignity to give explanations regarding 
Mr Lloyd George's speech. Here I would say to the House 
that explanations as to what was occurring at Agadir had of course 
bet fi given me by Count Metternich, and that public explanations 
were what could not be given. 


41 1 added, in speaking to Count Metternich, that it was not 
in'ended by anything that had been said, or would be said* to 
embroil negotiations helween Germany and France. On the< 
contrary we sincerely desired that they should succeed, but tbe 
tone of the German communication was very unfavourable with 
regard to France, as well as to us, and made it more thaq 
ever evident that a very difficult situation would arise if tbe 
German negotiations with France did not succeed. 


"There the matter remained until 417th July. Then Count 
Metternich made the following communications :" 111 We trust 

to the Minister’s great loyalty which has so often been shown, that 
he will find it possible to state this fact in Parliament without, 
however, giving details of out confidential communications. 

111 We acknowledge/" he said, “'with pleasure that the 
Minister has stated that he desires an agreftntant between Germany 
and France, and we feel quite convinced that this will prcrt£ most 
helpful to the progress of negotiations. But having in *iew their 
wish as expressed by Sir E. Grey we oannot quire see how he, in 
the present state of the pourparlers, cap describe our .demands 
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;»jfa oMouty ftuporaihle without knowing what we, on our side, 

* had the intention of offer to France in the political and colonial 
, territorial field. 

tJj 

'*■ 11 i It la not possible hating regard to the formal pledge of secrecy 

>v which we have given, to enter into details, but as tbe territories to 
be eventually ex^aoged are exclusively German and French we 
-do not believe that special English interests will be touched, and it 
„ seems advisable to leave it to the two parties immediately concerned 
to form an estimate of the value of the objects to be eventually 
h, -exchanged. Adverse criticism from the English side must obviously 
render negotiations more difficult. On the other hand a public 
statement that England will be pleased to see a successful conclusion 
to the Frant-oGerman pourparlers would have a most beneficial 
influence on an auspicious result for which we most earnestly hope. 

" 1 We most seriously wish to dimmish any points of friction 
with France in the colonial sphere, especially in Africa, and we hope 
it may be eventually possible to make them disappear entirely We 
-could not look forward even if this was done, to establishing intimate 
relations with France, but we believe it would do away with the 
'cause of frequently recurring tension. 

114 If the wishes of England are in the same direction the best 
way to help to bring about this result will be by exercising a calming 
influence on public opinion in France, which just now, by half truths 
and inaccurate statements, has been brought to considerable excite¬ 
ment 1 " 

11 The House will observe," Sir E, Grey went on, 11 that the 
tone of this communication was friendly all round to France, as 
well as to ourstlve>i 1 expressed appreciation uf the friendly 
tone of the communication of the Ambas sador, and I hod some 
v further conversation, during which ha expressed some regtet at 
the way oui public opiniun had been misled to adverse conclusions 
V regarding Get man action. I asked him what else could be 
^ expected when the German Government sent a ship to Morocco, 
to a closed port, which was ‘Aid to he the mrfct suitable place on 
- the west coASt of Morocco for a Naval base 01 cou r se, this action 
bad mobilised British public opinion 

11 1 pointed out rhat after 1 had made him on 4th July a declara¬ 
tion on behalf nf the British Government, we had no communica¬ 
tion from the German Government until 24th July, even then their 
denial of any intention to establish a Naval ba^e had been in a lorm 
which I could not use to allay the suspicion which i\md been amused 
here 1 suggested to the Ambassador, however, that we should not 
pursue this point I expressed the hope that this latest, German 
communication might be taken as a new shirting plate , and that we 
need not go back upon things which must lead to mutual recrimi¬ 
nation. 

11 The French Government consulted us at every poii l where 
it seemed at all likely that British interests might be affected We 
•are able to say that except perhaps once or twice 011 subsidiary 
4 poinU of purely economic detail in Morocco itself, British interests 
were not involved. Thr proposals and counter pioposals marV 111 
£ ihe course of the negotiations, and everything we said or did, was 
i* tho direction of helping, not impeding the negotiations ro 
•reach a settlement" 

Sir Edward continued ,f I now propose to examine the real 
.nature of tht torsion that existed. An Agreement has now been 
'reached between the French and German Governments Both 

* aides have made soma substanPal concessions and made substan¬ 
tial gains r I lie fact that this ha., been accomplished in the face 

1 *of all tbe excitement that existed icllects great credit on the 
" diplomats conducting the negotiations. tut in spite of these 
farts the present moment has been rnoaen by some people, hodi 
here aud in Germany, to excvte themselves, andjo discuss-aa to how . 
uw we came tft wpr. 

" There are some people who seem to talcs a delight *n suggest- 
2-f iog or forming an opinion from whatever gossip or information Ihey 
tj-can get in any quarter that we were near to war and the nearer we 

I were to war the greater satisfaction they been to get oci of [he fact 
Really, it is as if the world were suffering from a fit cf political 
f t alcoholism.” 

i 1 Referring to Captain Faber's apeeih, Sir Edward said 11 1 
only mention the matter because that speech formed the subject of 
name rerent discussion in the Reichstag, and I understand a somewhat 
intensified the bitterness of the German people Of cause I know 
it u possible for me tc reply that there were one or two speeches 
made in the Reichstag, not official speeches, to which we ourselves 
might lake reasonable objection, and as far as Captain Faber’s speech 
m concerned he is not an official member. 

" Then there were other speeches which had been made in 
'Germany which might also give us reason to feel bitter. But one 
speech leads to another in these matters, and I can only do my best 
to alleviate the suspicions which have arisen by examining what was 
1 the poplfton during the summer and towards the end of September. 

"Naturally there was great anxiety, not constant, bat intermittent 
, anxiety as to bow negotiations between France and Germany were 
U> be brought to a final solution We were in communication with 
-France. We knew she desired & settlement. We/knew she would 
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not break ofT negotiations, neither did wc believe Germany would do 
that. But still there was the possibility I know, however, that 
negotiations have been satisfactorily terminated, and I need only 
deal but briefly with what would have been tbe position had there 
been a dead-lock. The next step in such circumstances would 
have been from some Power which was a party to the Treaty of 
Algeciraa to propose a conference 

«At this lime of anxiety a reply was received. Germany 
pointed to the fact that they would noi be agreeable to a con¬ 
ference. That was why anxiety was created But supposing that 
a conference had been proposed, and Germany had not agreed to 
it, what would have been the situation ? Then you would have had 
France, Germany and Spain in occupation or parts of Morocco. 
You would have had three countries making Agreements on ques¬ 
tions to which *e had not been made a party, and probably 
making Agreements which we could not recognise in settlement 
until we had been consulted Therefore you see that at this lime 
of anxiety negotiations were developing towards a most delicate 
diplomatic situation. 

"I hope that this statement as to events will remove any 
appprchensions. It is a statement of truth and a* tual facts as they 
existed In view of these facts there is now no prospect of war, 
and the statement ought to have a quietening influence and ought 
to act as u sedative to those who have grown alarmed." 

Turning to Foreign policy generally Sir Edward thought that 
the wisest policy for Britain was to expand further as little as possi¬ 
ble, especially in Africa. He replied to criticisms of the alleged 
secrecy of the Foreign Office. Only last week, he said, Secret 
Articles in the Anglo-French Convention of 1904 had been made 
public. There were no other Secret Treaties No British Govern* 
meat could embark on a war without the support of public opinion. 

(Cheers) L , _ 

Sir Edward pointed out that years ago there were plenty of 
excursions and alarms with France and Russia, but a cordial 
friendship had now provided mutual tolerance and prevented diffi¬ 
culties which otherwise might arise 

11 Germany's strength was of itself a guarantee that none would 
see* a quarrel with her, hu 1 German public opinion ought to 
remember that a nation having the biggest army in the world, with 
a very big navy and building a bigger navy, must do all 111 its power 
to prevent natural apprehensions in the minds of others. He, 
however, did not believe that Germany bad aggressive designs, and 
Germany’s neighbours merely desire to live on equal terms with 

Sir Edward declared with emphasis that to trust to a policy of 
“ splendid isolation ’ was impossible. It would mean that we should 
have to build warships not against the Two-Power standard, but 
against the united nations of Europe. If Germany did not wish to 
be aggressive, then in two or three years all talk of a great European 
war would have passed away. In future the great matter would be 
that Morocco would no longer trouble the peoples of Europe now 
that a solution was found The part we played was subsidiary. 
The principals were France and Germany. Had wc taken less 
interest, wc should have failed to protect our interest and to fulfil 
0111 obligations to France If the question had been permanently 
settled the part we had taken had contributed materially to the 
expectation of pence, and He trusted thst that would be tbe sense of 
the House (I-oud and prolonged ebeers.) 

Mr Bonar Law said, there was nothing in Sir Edward Grey’s 
statement that he desired to criticise. But he would like to point 
out that there was no anti-German feeling in this country. A war 
between Great Britain and Germany would be an inconceivable 
calamity. He thought the Prime Minister should have made 
a speech in the House with regard to the negotiations rather than 
that a btaicir.eni should have been made outside. We desired every 
ground tor friction between ourselves and Germany to be removed. 
Wl did not want more territory. (Cheers.) Our responsibilities 
were great enough already. 

Mi Asquith said, he was heartily in symjialhy with the desire 
<or a 1 fuller and clearer disclosure of the Foreign policy of the 
country, and particularly to the House of Commons. Ail reasonable 
men, however, would admit that diplomat y must of necessity be 
secret. No country could carry on diplomacy with the cards on the 
table, their fflKfftdpen, and blinds drawn up. Negotiations must be 
carried on under the shroud of confidenti, with more or less 
secrecy, which was quite a different thing from negotiation being kept 
in darkness, or from the representatives of the people He said, quite 
frankly, that the Government could not be guilty of such a charge. 
On general questions the Government were actuated by humane 
considerations in safeguarding British interests and they were per¬ 
forming Treaty obligations which he believed had been of reciprocal 
advantage Oui friendship’s were neither exclusive nor jealous. We 
did not desire to stand in the light of any l’ower wanting to find its 
place in the sun. We had no such purpose, and no such wish. 
We believe it to be both our interest and our duty to maintain our 
friendship, aud we shall be all the more glad if *e can enlarge them 
and conclude others. Wc knew no cause for quarrel with any 
Powers. Britain’s interest were always to maintain the peace of tne 
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world, to the attainment of which her diplomacy and policy was 
single-minded!/ directed. (Loud cheera). 

Lord Ranaldshav hoped that the Government would intimate to 
Italy and Turkey their willingness to mediate. 

. Mr. Noel Buxton and other Libemhr continued the debate. 
miliinders£^id ,BdBOt ***** ^ Edwan * Gwy 1 * statement would dis[)el 

Mr, Keir Hardie feared that it would mean unnecessary 
expenditure on the British and German Navies 

Mr. Ramsay Macdonald said he had never known such a 
dramatic condemnation of secret diplomacy as Sir Ednard Grey's. 
The time had come for an enquiry to be undertaken to ascertain 
which was the best way of keeping the Commons in touch with 
Foreign affairs If the Government had wished Mr. Lloyd George's 
speech to have a pacific effect, it should, have followed the speech 
immediate by a pronouncement from Sir Edward Grey explaining 
why the speech was made 

The situation in Persia, he continued, had made them suspect 
there was a secret understanding with Russia. Public opinion was 
diametrically opposed to a policy involving the partition of Persia, 
or making England the tool of St Petersburg. 

Mr. Dillon and Mr. Sykes also denounred secrecy in 
diplomacy. 

Sir Edward Grey, in the course of the debate stated that he 
had no information which could prove or disprove the reports 
of atraitkl in Tripoli. The Government adhered to the policy 
of nplVuitefventiori. 

Sir Edward dealt at some length with the question of Persia 
He said it was an essential < ondition of Persian independence that 
account should he taken both or Russia and Great Bntian. The 
Persian Government, instead of seeing that Russian interests were 
respected, sought to thrust out Russian influence. That was 
a perfectly hopeless altitude. 

The debate was adjourned, Sir Edward Grey promising to give 
another day for discussion if the House so desired. 

The pajiers generally chorus the praise of Sir Edward Grey. 
They consider that his speech was the most masterful and lurid 
exposition of Foreign policy in the House of Commons for 
a generation, and that it firmly establishes British policy 

'they hope that Iiin conciliatory overtures will be received in 
Germany in the spirit in which they were made. 

The exceptions are the Daily .Vew and to a less extent the 
t Morning Leader. 

The former criticises Sir K Grey’s account of events, and 
dissents trom his suggestion that we have got to take sides in Europe. 
The paper says that the abandonment of the policy of isolation has 
meant years of unprecedented anxiety and expense, and that there 
is no prospect nf improvement unless it is sought in a bolder spirit 
than that of Sir E Grey Neither the Cabinet nor the Party arc 
happy with his policy. 

The Morning Leader thinks there is a irnxu sentimeut of 
downright goodwill towards the Germans among us which win not 
adequately expressed in Sir E. Grey's cautious i ordiality 

Excited crowds were struggling on the iPrli to secure special 
editions of the papers contpining Sir Edward Gruy\ ,peech. 

Tie National Xeitun* says that Sir I. Grey placed himself 
on a pedestal from which he lectured German diplomacy. 

The Lokal Aunngtr acknowledges that the speech was 
couched in most tranquil language. 

It odds that 4 dlJtioagh v recent experiences cannot ap<J wdl not 
be forgotten, Germans will rejoice if the assurances of ‘'British 
statesmen have more than a day's duration. 

Tho Berliner Tagehlatt remarks that according to Sir E Grey 
England wants to lire on a footing of equality with Germany, but 
his utterances prove that England, this summer, placed herself 
on a higher footing, namely that of controller cf the world. 
Germans would not tolerate an unlimited tight ufc. veto, * * 

The TiigrJfeke AtnHiLdhan says that the speech is a dnv 
appointment. All were hoping for a decisive change in the direction 
Of an Anglo-German rafpwhtment The German Government 
must at knot recognise what is heedful. 

The Pn«Ui he fritting thinks thru Sir E. Grey's speedi 
alters nothing eithei m political conditions or feelings 

r rh« ftmsm LWw is ol opinion that Sir E. Grey’s utter¬ 
ances are not calculated to inspire overmuch hope of an improve¬ 
ment in AnglcvGerman relation*. 

The JfcmitA Considers that the speech is thoroughly 
conciliatory. 


The French press joins in a chorus of approval of the speech 
which, it 1$ said, will re assure Europe and help to maintain peace. 

In the House of Lot* this evening Lord Courtney attacked 
the Government 1 * policy in regard to Morocco, com plain ing that 
Sir Edward Grey appeared to believe that it was impossible to efctab- 
Kah the same cordial friendship with Germany as with France 
Lord Morley emphasised that the Anglo-French arrangement of 
1904 was in no wi.se hostile to Germany Moreover, its essence *es 
that Britain should have a free hand « 

hand in Morocco, ft would he intolerable if we. after takintour 


share of the profits, in aay^ wavr^use* to. 

GMtMSI'TStt 'Wttey otiH there was no reason wfev Germany's 
naval expansion should impair the desire for cordial friendship 
which pervaded the whole nation. Germany's great progress in aH 
matters entitled her to national ideals and lofty ambitions. Her 
desire to find territories for her surplus population was most nature!. 
Lord Morley declared, m conclusion, thfct no Cabinet was more 
determined not to drift into a single unnecessary impolitic antago¬ 
nism, and that determination had been successfully carried out 
Ix>rd Jjinsdowne eulogised Sir E. Grey’s speech as one of the most 
remarkable ever delivered by a Foreign Secretary It echoed what 
lie believed to be a general desire fur better relations with Germany. 
Chino. 

Reutkr wired from Hongkong on the 23rd —The pirates of 
WesL River stopped and boarded the British steamer Siuion. 
They fired volleys, riddling the cabins of the Captain and the mate. 
The Captain killed two pirates but Chief Officer Nicholson was 
afterwards killed The pirates then ransacked the vessel and muti¬ 
lated two Chinese passengers. They aiso despoiled another steamer 
tarrying off forty thousand sterling. The British destroyers ore now 
patrolling West River. 

An attempt by the Imperialist troops to eross the Han river was 
repulsed with heavy loss A number of women have obtained 
permission to fight for the revolutionaries. The Foreign Ministers 
have derided that it is advisable to reinforce the Legation Guards. 

Reuter wired from Peking on the 27th —The Imperial troops 
at Hankow had raptured tile forts and Tortoise Hill. It was expected 
that they would occupy the whole of Hanyang before nightfall. 
The Revolutionaries began bombarding Nanking on the 27th. It 
is said that the Imperial troops have already lost heavily. 

Renter wired from Peking Officials are in state of great 
jubilation over the recapture of H inyang and Wuchang by the 
Imperial troops They believe that the rebellion will now crumble 
into insignificance 
Persia. * 

Sir Kuwikii Grkv, replying in the House of Commons on the k . 
24th to Mr Punsonb), said that Russian demands on Persia had not 
been conceded. Sir Edward understood that the intention to comply * 
with them now existed, but it was pot likely to be carried out for a 1 
few days Meanwhile, Russian troops had started and some had 
arrived at Rcshi 

Sir Edward Grey announced that the British Government had 
been 111 communuMtiun with the Russian Government and had been 
assured that the despatch of troops was onl) a temporary measure 
to secure satisfaction 

Reufer wired from St. Petersburg on the 23th November.—The 
Cabinet Council has decided that in view of Persfa 1 *compliance with - " 
the ultimatum, Russian m»ops will not advance for the present beyond 
'ReSht, where they are concentrating 

A telegram from Teheran states that the gendarmes have been 
withdrawn from Shua-es-Sultan's property and replaced by Persian 
Cossacks The message adds that the Foreign Minister, in full 
uniform, presented an apology to M Poklevsky, the Russian Minister, 
stating that the cabinet alone was responsible for the delay. 

Reuter wired from St. Petersburg on the 27th November._The 

Pei mmi apology has apparently not satisfied Russia, A semiofficial 
note Is published intimating that the Russian Minister when replying 
to the apology declared that as Mr. Shuster distributed Iwn^am £ - 
Persian translation .of his letter to the Times of 9th November, which ' 
the Minister declared, was full of misstatements anti was obviously 1 
intended to incite Persians against Russia, the fulfilment of Russia’s 
original demand* w*U probably, not satisfy that country. 

Reuter wned from New VurH^SlIite jjth November —The well 
informed inurnal Commerce intimates that the United States is. 
prepared to support Mr. Shuster in Persia by means of diplomatic 
representations to Russia. The final decision is expected shortly 

At a meeting of the Bengal provincial Moslem League held on 

rfith November al 4-15 km., the following resolution was passed ._ 

“ The Bengal Provincial Moslem League records its deep sense of 
regret chat Persia should have been treated so unjnsily by Rnuqfr 
and respectfully requests the Government of His Majesty the King- 
Emperor to take early steps to prevent the humiliation of Persia 
and to safeguard in a more practical and effective manner its indepen¬ 
dence and integrity, than has yet been done/’ 

After a stormy sitting the Mejliss has approved the Cabinet 
formed by Samiun-es-Sultaneh, the new Premier. Vosug-ed Daufefc, ' 
is its new Foreign Minister. The decision was hastened tie the - 
Russian ultimatum which following so quirkly after PersiaVooitt* l 
pltance with (he Russian demands, according to Great BriUtn% * 
advice, has caused consternation in official circles, ' 

A Times message from Teheran states that the ultimatum also, 
demands that Persia's future relations with Britain and Russia shall \ 
be regulated no as to confirm that the real interests of both those 
countries are understood. Great Britain, the message says, hm 
been fully consulted in the matter anti certain pottiohf offfio 
ultimatum ore written m the name ofboth Powers. 

The Russian Government bos resolved temporarily to 
force the Cossacks guard of the consulate at Khoi u^Peraja by a 
smalPdetachment of infantry and artillery. ** * 
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Si* Gwnr in the coarse of the debate on the Anglo- 

German relations dealt at some length with the question of Persia. 
He said it was an essential condition of Persian Independence that 
account should be taken both of Russia and Great Britain. The 
Persian Government instead of seeing that Russian interests were 
respected sought to thrust out Russian influence. Thai tv a 
perfectly hopeless attitude. 

It is stated that the 7th Duke of Connaught's Own Rajputs, 
who are relieving the 79th Carnatic Infantry will be split up 
into usual detachments Tor duty at certain points On the Mekran Coast 
and in the Persian Gulf region. Fifty men will also be stationed at 
Shim/ and the usual number at the British Consulate in Baghdad 
Detachments at Lask and Chorbar will be available to check gun 
running which becomes active during the winter months. 

Speak mg in the House of Commons with reference to Persia, 
Sir Edward Grey defended the Anglo-Russian Agreement, which, he 
said, came into existence because the situation in Persia was very 
unsatisfactory and unsuitable. Its object wa9 to prevent Russia and 
Bnlain diplomatically mining and counter mining against each other. 
Mr. Shutter, said Sir Edward, set to work with good intentions and 
single-mindedness, but did not take account of the peculiar political 
considerations underlying the Agreement He had appointed Major 
Stoke* who had never made a secret of expressing anti-Russian 
feelings Russia, while she did not object to Mr Shuster's appoint¬ 
ments of British subjects at Shiraz and Ispahan, objected to that 
of Mr. Lecoffre at Tabriz, which was near the Russian frontier 
The altitude of Russia was not unreasonable. Adherence to Mr. 
Shuster's principle would lead simply Lo anglicising the official 
service and the disappearance of the Agreement. Sir Edward 
reviewed the dispute between Russia and Mr. Shunter, and said that 
Mr. Shuster, as an American citizen, had a perfect right to circulate 
what he pleased on political affairs, but he hnd no right to circulate 
jxi X Persian official pamphlets attacking a neighbour Such a 
situation was impossible. Sir Edward defended the, despatch of 
British troops to Persia on the ground of chaos and insecurity of 
property and lives of British subjects. Referring to indejvndence, 
he said >t was absolutely cssenlial that Persia should take into 
arcount Russian and British interests in parts adjoining the frontier 
Sir Edward concluded that the Government in Teheran might to 
realize the impossibility of employing an official openly hostile 10 
Russia, and also the atlempt to thrust out Russian nuen sts in 
North Persia. 

Reuter understands that Russia demands the remold of Mr 
Shuster and that the American Government is not prepared lo 
iiuppoil that official. Russian troops wiH not advance furthei unless 
necessity arises. 

Sir Edward Gie> replying to Mr Mitchell-Thompson in the 
House of Commons, said ( Russia has informed us that her mili¬ 
tary measures in Persia are purely provisional and that she lias 
no intention of infringing principles of Anglo-Russian 

Convention 31 

The NffL'fye Vrema <.ommeoting on Sir Edward Grey’s 
speech, eulogises the sobriety ol its tone and alfto the great courage of 
British foreign policy The paper says the speech also testifies that 
Russian actum in Persia will be unopposed in the letter and spirit 
Of the Convention. 

Russia has sent a fresh ultimatum to Persia demanding the 
dismissal of Mr. Shutser, The American Treasurer-General, 
and Mr. Lecoffe, a British subject, to whom Mr. Shuster gave an 
appointment at Tabriz, and also the payment of the expenses of 
the army of occupation. In die event of Petti* failing to reply 
within 48 hours, the Rustan troops wilt advance There are at 
prevent six thousand Russian troops in Persia 
• 
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Diploma ric language, like chanty, is reputed to cover a multitude 
of sins, and the latest meaning that is being 
Persia. placed on the words “integrity and indepen* 

dence ” furnishes yet another instance of now 

diplomatic pledges are made lo be broken If independent 

nationalities can be wiped out of existence in order to explain away 
a terminological inexactitude, the limes has already shown what 
fate is reserved Tor Persia. She 11 not independent but enjoys only a 
sort of independence, yet it was to preserve her 11 integrity and 
independence ” that the notorious Convention with Russia was signed. 
If this was to be the fruit of that policy, if a country ceases 
Lo enjoy independence bccauhe the two High Conttacuqg 

Parties had come to an agreement respecting it without its 
knowledge and certaiuly without its consent, and if that wholly 
gratuitous and illegal agreement subsequently becomes a legal 
basin of all diplomatic action, then the British diplomacy 

has only acted on a time-honoured principle, 1 e , first give the dog a 
bad name and then hang it. It would appear indeed that the under¬ 
standing with Russia was concluded to end 11 diplomatic minin g and 
countermining ” m order that both Russia and England may befreato 
pursue their interests without frittering their energies in mutual 
jealousy and opposition Russia does not want a strong Persia 
and bhc has been quite frankly and consistently and without 
the least conscienr,ous humbug working to that end. IVhether the 
British Foreign Minister is still pesLercd with conscientious qualms, 
we do not know. What we do know is that he has been acting in con¬ 
cert with Russia to undermine Persian sovereignty and independence. 
Russia has ordered that Mr Shuster shall go Sir Edwavd Grey says 
that Mr. Shuster has done his work honestly and with singlcnminded 
devotion to duty, but—he has got to go I Can moral imbecility go 
furthei P It is said Mr. Shuster has been tactless and 
indiscreet. Perhaps tact and discretion thrive best in au 
atmosphere of duplicity. At any rate, the Treasurer-General's honesty 
of purpose and high sense of duty could not bear without 
protest the scandalous game of coercion and high- handednes s 
which the Russian Agents are playing at Teheran. An official of 
an independent country must be dismissed because he is accused 
of open hostility to Russia. Is Persia a part of the Russian domi¬ 
nions that she should manage her internal affairs m accordance 
with the behests of St. Petersburgh ? On this novel theory of 
neighbourly relations, perhaps the entire British Cabinet shall have 
to resign because the German Cliancellor does not t hink it to be 
well disposed to Germany. The fact is that the freedom of Persia 
has in practice ceased to exist, although a hollow pretence is still 
being kept up about her “ integrity and independence " in diplo¬ 
matic phraseolygy The cobweb of pretences and displomatic shame 
should* be brushed aside ; and if Persia, too, has got to go with her 
Treasurer-General, the methods to achieve this end may well be 
franker and more honest. Even cynicism has something to gtm by 
being straightforward and sincere. 


-i 1,345 to o 


It was Lord Curzon, of unhappy memory who, in utter disregard of 
Burke’s dictum, indicted not only a Whole 
nation but a whole continent, on the score 
The irony of it all I of lying, when he delivered his famous 
pbiilipic at a Convocation of the Calcutta 
University. But it now appeals that his 
Lordship was not quite so fully convinced in his own mind about 
the superior veracity of the West as be wished the East to 
be. His own performances in Korea were distinctly 11 exceptional. ” 
But we suppose he had only illustrated the Persian proverb— 

(He who has seen a great deal of the world tells a lot of tlies.) 
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.And m ve all know, hit Lordship had wen a little toe much of tbe 
world to retain muob discrimination between the truth and its con¬ 
trary. Tbingahowever, imtotan changed with the globMiottor 
and the geographer. Preriding at a Jeetore by Dr. Nansen before 
tbe Koyal Geographical Society on the - 6th November, lord Cureon 
gars it as bis " experience ” that "aa time goes on more travellers 
an found to cell the truth and fine are found to be Man” If that i* 
*o, it is indeed matter for rejoicing, though we dp not know whether, 
an unbending Tory as be it, toed Cfufetn would care to (bare 
anything—eran Truth—with the common crowd! But we are still 
;fn some perplexity, The foreignand war correspondents of various 
' JI«tt 9 pe&%i§spfwpere are in no Majority of care* travellers, and 
1 asked to believe them to be " living in a veritable 

f*(a<Mof‘fi^ Ii)edGoreoq nowwemstottytSat thu estimate 
of their dtareCtet waso&ly meant fot forrifs consumption. They 
used to be mostly olthe same bread as AdbrnMo^ who, in the 
wolds of the (amooi definition, were gentlemen sent " to lie abroad 
for the benefit of their country." Now, however, they are more 
often found deviating into truth than uniformly false. Had they 
been declared to be all liars or all patterns of veracity it would 
hive been easier for the submissive Oriental to reject or accept 
their statements. But there are both sheep and goats among them 
and it is this which perplexes and puzzles the East. The Near East— 
a journal which was certainly started as an “ organ of Moslem 
interests in England," but which has long forfeited every claim 
to disk description—hu correspondents in Cairo and Constantinople 
who atehudly second to the Vienna correspondent or the Times 
■ -- They have been sending 


_ war and 

pW9j^.riitj»'«iard 
-'people rifemselvai 
edit bams raised 


obiect of assisting the Ottoman forces, but the amount re fer 

sswsjrsi 

M§Sumiaod Wahid BCy, the leader of the Igbeffl pmtyj haa,address- 
eda tetter to Lord KiMheoer compfaming^fa oaSiii passage «b<?b 

ssr*. 

expressing the indignation Of dm 
to £ Wahid Bey 'points out that the 3 
hare no concern in the writ, Ond tKst lae i _ 

hi fevour of Turkey have nWdhgtodo wttbdre Egyptian people. 

sss 

ed individuals who desire to further their own^ perianal aunt, such 
u securing the favour of the promoters. Others, be says, m mere 
flattertrsor simple dupes who are carried aw.ybvn«spapcr sg*. 
tion. At the fskismt estimate according to Wahid Bey, only aiout 
sore sympathirenhave contributed to the Fund b«ng «• -J £ 
the Turka This number represents a very soiall 
twelve millions of Egyptians, the majority of whom 
labourers who have,'Ke claims, u were the* ancest^ 
been trodden under foot by the Turk dl (f CTent siatemem, 
subscriptions, we reprint elsewhere a r B „ the uuder 
furnishing details, and even if we believe ,, , tberft i itishoy. 

of the Liberal party" and perhaps neKtofk’.n to‘he . tQW J, 

of Cremona"—the two ‘^^re are we sliould think, far 
the relief of the Turkish suffwers «■«, b ^ of uh e»l 
worthier of honour ^ *6 unregene. ^ ^ figbt with tw ;; 


In their Vutttiluv to Moslem interests. They have been sending wonn er oi —-v.^ - f bemg in the rigor wm. 

aod pubhahed i^iii J m h>u ° ^ content to d.sbeJ/eve such news in the wrong so long as it was the ( SJW ^ „ Jcld||r The 


publish ed in those countries as false and, lately, as 
enumerated. IVe would have been content to d.sbelieve such news 
tad not General C&neva placed an embargo on news from the 
European Press Correspondents with /us army unless censored by 
his own officers, and had he not, after making some tardy calculations 
jtbout Italian casualties, declared oven censored news to be contra¬ 
band of war But truth, hire murder, will out, and both truth 
and military murder are out at last and have spoken in loud 
and clear accents. What, then, are the submissive Orientals to do ? 
Are Mr. McCuUagh, Mr. Davis, Mr. Grant. Mr. Asbrnpad-Bartlect, 
and the Correspondents of the Standard, the Lokalanzetgcr, and the 
Frankfurter Z*itung } who are at Tripoli, to be believed ; or on the 
contrary, the Vienna Correspondents of the Times and tlie Near 
East correspondents at Cairo and Constantinople who have been 
pooh-poohing the news of Turkish successes, and Italian losses 
and barbarities in the most approved style of Sir Edward Grey* 
These correspondents continue to write of all news with Descartesian 
scepticism; out the irony of it all is that the very paper? which 
employ them and publish their disbelief arc forced by overwhelming 
testimony to accept the substantial truth of all their 41 false rumour? ” 
The last English mail brings news which shows that not only have 
the Turks behaved with remarkable xeir-contrcl and humanity, but 
that the Turkish Government, which exhausted all pacific resources 
before unsheathing the sword of the Osmanlis, has distinguished itself 
still more by emng on the side of minimising rather than of ctggcrnl- 
ing Turkish successes and Italian losses. But that is nothing to the 
Press Correspondents in the East, who have buried their neck* in the 
sand like the ostrich and think that the world would |»ss by their false¬ 
hoods simply because they do not choose to seethe naked truth that 
dazzles their unaccustomed eyes. How could the Italians suffer 
such losses ? How could 
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in the wrong so long as it * as f^ e 

faith in the Egyptians than in this - fatrerv 

delicious morsel of all. however, is the accumfion <>f tottery 
which Wahid Bey Charges the subscriber* Wahid Bey and a denuii 
ciatinn of flattery 1 Oh, the irony of it all ■ VVe wonder i there im 
Khan Bahadurships in Egypt 
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Fund. 
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handful of Turks and the m.jsl irregular 
kkh of Italy's picked soldiery ? How could 
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body or Arabs defy half a lakh < 

Europeans commit barbarities and indulge in massacres, —a word 
framed, as it were, by nature itself lor the fanatic? of Islam * In time 
they, loo, would fall back on 11 military exigencies, 1 * and the 11 rules 
of civilized warfare.' 1 But at present the massacres do nnl exist at all, 
and so require no justification. The Cairo Correspondent of the 
Near East writes that 11 taws from the seal of war continue? he as 
unreliable as ever; and that emanating from Constantinople, which 
finds a ready place in the columns of me native Egyptian papers, is 
remarkable for its evident misrepresenution. That some fighting has 
taken place may be accepted from the fact that the Italians acknow 
ledge casualties'on a scale sufficiently large to point to stubborn resis¬ 
tance on the part of the enemy " Well, yes; sme f ghting ha* taken 
place. And possibly a few murders 1 There may or may not be any just- 
fication for so much fncreduluy regarding the unexampled courage of 
the Turks aud the Arabs. But what is me to say of statements such 
as the following when, apart from the ^ujdknce of post experience, 
tbe riots reported from Alexandria make it clear that the feeling of 
the Egyptian Moslems, who are much nearer to tbe seat of war than 
Indian Musaalmans, must have been tremendously stirred by 
Italian Aggression. Writes the lover of truth from Cairo:— 
11 Exaggerated reports of Italian (?Turkish) successes have been 
received, and the leading European (^Egyptian) papers in Cairo 
M bringing out special editions with glaring headlines. But, as I 
have previously remarked in these letters, there is no excitement 
The majority of the people remain apathetic, and appear not to 
<teaUse that Turkey and Italy are engaged in a deadly struggle. 
.-Subscriptions on quite a limited scale are being raised with the 


we remarked at the time of inaugurating GhahiVs Grave Fund, 
the object is not so much the repamng of a 
neglected grave a? the rearing of a suitable 
monument in honour of the grear poti whose 
memory is held by thousand? in admiration 
and reverence. The response to our appeal for funds has by no 
means been grudging, considering the demand? on the public purse 
made by the Moslem University and by the tnoie recent .uid more 
urgcnl'y needed Turkish Relief Fund. However, we have too 
great a faith in the love which the educated classes chrir.sh for 
Ghalib to despair of the ultimate success of our efforts, and as soon 
as the calls on public chanty have been satisfied, the nw.es.sary 
funds will be forthcoming for the Ghalib Memorial. A correspondent 
writes to us saying that some of the relatives of Ghalib have decided 
to repair the grave of the poet, that there was no need for us to 
raise the funds and that these gentlemen would not like tne idea cl 
their great ancestor's grave bemg repaired by public subscription 
We arc glad to learn that the relatives ol Ghalib realise their 
duty. But it is not simply a question of repairing ? dilapidated 
grave The movement rests on the desire of a ver> large numbei of 
the poet’s admirers to build a fitting memorial over his remain? a? a 
symbol of their love and admiration We are sure hi? relatives 
n stead of being offended would rather appiec.ate tlu sentiment 
Asa milter of fact a relative of Ghalib, who Has, as far as we know, the 
sole responsible charge of hw grare, has not only approved of Our 
scheme but has also contributed to the Fund that we are raising 
Tor this purpose. If our correspondent's information is correct, 
it >$ really unfortunate that the poet’s other relatives, who have 
left [be grave in a neglected condition so long, should now begin 
to grumble at the earnest wishes of the public .to 
of it* restoration. This attitude reminds us 
himself said.— 


share the coat 
of what GhaHb 
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We are, however, glad to know that our scheme ha* met with 
the approval of the best minds in the country. A very esteemed 
correspondent, a great lover of the poet and himself a poet 
of si) mem order, has expressed his desire to contribute 'Us. ire 
to .the Fund and writes about it thus:—" You have -started 
collecting funds for a very laudable object, but have only 
su cceed in securing a verv small contribution as yet, showing 
how little regard we have for our own igreat man, unless he 
happens to be a man whom restinp-pUre can t* turned to 
profitable account by three placed w charge of it. Men 
like fi»«iih have no chance with us. However great thfc debt 
we owe them, whatever their posthumous fame, no one ever 
thinks of the place where they He buried- Probably *jme of 
our sanctimonious Mtulvies have dubbed him a ka&r as they have 
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0ur rece.ond religion, and thus got 
w ^ }torObhgation to show respect to the graves of such men. 
yew, I am a poor man and nave incurred heavy expenses lately. 
.But with all that I am witting to contribute Rs. too to the Fund. 
TOtf are at liberty therefore, to put me down in your paper for the 


lit a thoughtful article on “ Indian Moslems and the Turko-Italian 
u War/' the Obs&vtr has given expression tu 

The 14 Observer" views and sentiments with many o f which" we 
on Neutrality. find ourselves in thorough accord. ''IWeFuwe 
1 already dealt, in almost every one of its aspects, 

f with the situation created by the Turko-Italian War. Leaving aside, its 
(bearing on internationallaw and justice as well as on other marten* uf 
(high policy between civili cd States, we have maintained that it has 
/created a very unfortunate impression throughout the Islamic world 
f I r Italy bad even a shred of justification on her i^ide, the feelings 
I of the Mussulmans, though they might have still sympathised with 
t Turkey could not have been so deeply stirred. But a brigandage, 
J equipped with the latest scientific weapons, organ sc d by a 
* ' civilised " State or Europe as the expression of the national will, 
with ? shout of up to date formulas about ■' civilisation" and the 
familiar political clap trap behind it, has been felt amongst almost 
every Eastern people as a profound moral shock The civilisation of 
the West is unquestionably a great achievement. It has multi coloured 
facets, is fair and pleasing to the senses and holds our to minds, in 
darkness and in bondage, the promise of light and eumncipai. jn. The 
Mossalmans as well as other Oriental races have accepted *cs message 
4.rd begun to feel hopes and aspiration*? tor better things, A single 
polmcal act like the Italian coup nmy, howev.r, undo the work of 
the whole nineteeth century and >iretrievably damage the great 
movement for mutual sympathy and reconciliation be* veen the East 
and the West. The loss of Tripoli to Turkey would not weigh T an 
atom in the balance with the loss of presage to European 
civilisation in th* eyes of the Mussalmans It is on this aspect 
of the question that wc have repeatedly expressed ourselves with 
emphasis. We suppose we have never minced matters and sta^.d 
strongly and unequivocal^ what all the Mussalmars of India Ice) 
on toe subject, Their attachment and devotion to Hnlish Rule m 
this country needs no reiteration to-day Their acts, both as indivi¬ 
duals and in a communal capacity, are a testimony moie eloquent 
than Any words to tneir abiding fa.th .n the beneficent results of 
the connection of India with England. That faith no untoward 
Incidents hire the Italian aggression against Turkey or the in¬ 
sinuations and sneers of a few' ill-natured m*wspacers can 
shake. And, we arc sure, the Mussalmans have done norh.rg, nor 
will they do anything, likely to be embarrassing Lo them selves or 
da ^ i e Governmcnt.J The requirement of neutrality are clear and 
unambiguous^ana" we do not agree with the Ohsewe* in thinking that 
there is any necessity of 11 obtaining authoritative opinion " on the 
question of “Muhammadan volunteers ” fci the war. The Government 
has already issued the Proclamation and U is fui the lawyer to 
decide if there is any difference of opinion or ambiguity about any 
point. Now, the terns of neutrality do net at all debar any indivi¬ 
dual from volunteering liis services in the War. Again, it is not 
the business of n Red Descent So* iety to concern itself about the 
matter. Its primary and only function is to provide means for the 
relief of war sufferers and not to him; volunteers As to the danger 
of the Mussalmuns giving this war a sort of religious complexion, 
we have every reason to Bunk that it is purely imaginary. Although 
the Italian methods of warfare their appeals to the Christian fee ling i 
of the Army and the natiort, the benedictions of their Bishops, tlL 
blessings of tor Pope, and the utter levity and deep-seated Christian 
prejudice or a section of the European Press have rude it pietty 
dear that in the polished catholicity of Europe there null lurks the 
Spirit of the Crusader, the lawless brigandage of an Aggressive 
European Power can not endanger the safety of Islam, 


W* h*vb great pleasure in amiGunciiig, the forthcoming publication 
of a new little book of vei sea by Mrs Sarojini 
<4 Tbe jBirf of Naidu, entitled “The Bird of Time." Messrs. 

Tune.* 1 William Hartmann are the publishers, and Mr 

Edmund Gosse, the well-known literary critic, has 
, contributed a 11 Foreword.” The poems are divided into four parts, 
Bongs of Love and Death, Songs of Springtime, Indian Folk Songs, 
and Songs of Life. Some of these poems have already appeared 
* iW tbe Comade, and our readers will no doubt look forward to making 
the acquaintance of others which they have not yet read. Those that 
have already “ sampled * the radii Buoux verse of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, 
with its latent passion of the East, need no comment of ours to 
commend the forthcoming publication to their appreciation. Besides, 
Mrs. Naidu is hot unknown to fame, and a bare announcement 
j» enough to arrest the attention of the many admirers of, her poetic 
Miaul** We await the publication with great interest ana shall 
j probably be able to review the book before long. / 


The mushroom growth of Congresses and Conferences for any 
conceivable purpose that may be suspected pf 
The Burdwon the least public or personal importance is an 
Muhammadan alarming symptom of sheer dissipation in the 
Conference. public life of this country. The bewildering’ 

variety of the interests that require public atten¬ 
tion and earnest conferences and debates m the complex fife Of 
a modem State are naturally best served by separate organisations 
which, proceeding on the wholesome principle of the division of 
intellectual labour, formulate definite plans of action and bring 
them to fruition. Each “Conference 1 ' in this case represents a 
definite idea and organises moral and intellectual energy on behalf 
of a definite cause. Has Indian Society advanced ro that stage 
of complex development which depends for continued efficiency 
on the separate and co-ordinated labours of a myriad organisa¬ 
tions ? We wish it had. But as things are, there is a miserably 
limited round of interests that sum up the intellectual outfit of 
our public men, and surely by no method of permutation and com¬ 
bination can these interests yield enough programmes for even one- 
tenth of the number of “ Conferences ” that have come to paralyse 
all usdul public activities in this country. The majority of these 
outrageously busy bodies exist not for the sake of ideas, but indivi¬ 
duals. They supply the modem method for the realisation of the 
intensely human desire to find a place among the elect of the land 
and disport in the manner of the gods. Their programmes are, like 
a child, all a wonder and a wild desire, and ore as comprehensive 
and uniompminihing a» fate. Like the Lord of Creation, they 
find the earth without form and void, and set about to furnish it with 
light After a fierce pugnacity of a day or two and a tornado of 
“ resolutions " they agree to differ, and in these differences there exists 
tnuLgh seed for scores of fresh 11 Conferences '* and “ Associations.’' 
Every new -chism and faction must have its own separate orbit 
tn mive in. If the present pace continues, the time is not for 
distant when tveiy mdivdual, nt any rate amongst the Indian 
Mussalmans, will have a “ Conference” of his own, in whieh 
amongst a throng of inordinate desires and impatient ambitions* 
he will discuss matters of great pith and moment to his community! 
If anyLhing were needed at present it would be the establish¬ 
ment n( some organisation for the preservation of the existing 
Societies, Anjumans, and Associations. But wc are afraid this, too, 
will find imitators and mult.ply beyond limit The first question 
that would naturally occur to anyone on raiding the account of the 
latest Muhammadan Conference at Burdwan, with its thirteen 
tremendous resolutions disposed ot in four hours, is , Was any such 
Conference needed at all ? The programme that it set about to talk 
out tr\ “resolutions'' of the regulation pattern comprises all aspects 
of Moslem hfe m West Bengal There are, however, already more 
than enough organisations to look after the interests of the West 
Bengal Mailmans The Provincial Moslem League and the 
Educational Conference may legitimately discuss and initiate 
practical measure-* about the entire range of topics that were 
“ resolved ” upon at Burdwon. If these bodies have failed to achieve 
anything m a prarucal manner, surely it is the business of the 
gentlemen who accuse them of neglect or inactivity to put more 
energy into the work and revive them into activity. What 
guarantee is thr.ie that the latest effort at Burdwon will not be yet 
another monument ot failure and futility? The promoters of this 
“ Conference “ have certainly paved the way for the dispersion of 
communal energy and disintegration in its public life. With the 
splendid isolation of some honourable gentlemen we have little to do 
They evidc i ntly believe in the Japanese proverb, “Better be a 
cock's head than a bull's tail ” Nor is the attitude of a third 
politician so very surprising. If Moslem interests need special 
protection not afforded by his Congress gtous t he is welcome to 
run with the hares, provided that he gives up hunting with the 
hounds. But we wonder what gentlemen like Mirza Shujat 
All Beg were doing uL Burdwan. He is a member of the All-India 
Moslem League He is and perhaps would like to remain the 
President ol the Provincial Educational Conference Does be 
imagine that these organisations have failed to do their duty 
and a third was needed to look after the Moslem interests in 
Bengal? If so, he owes it as a duty to himself to resign 
his connection with, these bodies It is really inexplicable on the 
part of a man who professes to take active interest in the public life 
of his community to go about figuring in every new “ Conference fl 
which has no new function to fulfil, but th- 'atens, on the other hand, 
to impair the prestige and usefulness of older or more representa¬ 
tive organisations. But perhaps it is all the fault of the next year's 
Council elections. Coming misfortune* indeed cast prodigious 
shadows in front. 


The forthcoming Royal Visit has naturally revived the fast fading 
memories of the Moghul Court and the tradi- 
From the Old bons of pomp and beneficence associated 

to the New. with the period when Delhi was the heart of 

Hindustan and the seat of a Great Imperial 
rule. A great change has come over the spirit of the dream, and the 





476 


The Comrade. 


4 r ' ) v 

bd- Dec«rW. 


indiscriminate personal bounty of a benevolent Moghul Emperor 
can have naturally no place in a modern scheme of government which 
has introduced fixed laws and constitutions to regulate the relations 
between the rulers and the ruled. The triumphal progress of a 
Shahjehim, resplendent with gems, on a gorgeously-caparisoned 
elephant, showering gold and bounty right and left to a hushed crowd 
of daaed spectators out of his wealth of Ind, reads like a picturesque 
romance in the flat uneventfulness of these law-ridden times. Yet 
the popular mind clings to the ideal with pathetic tenacity, and it 
would be a highly stimulating adventure to examine the host of possi¬ 
ble and impossible demands lor“ boons'* into which the popular hopes 
about the Royal Visit have materialised. It would need a poet of 
immense imaginative power and vitality tovisuajBe the India with these 
(l boons " in full operation, when chaos would be tempered with 
boundless faith and life would be one long pEr etuil miracle. The 
wild expectations of some about the Royal Visit will not, however, 
deprive the country of some reasonable and befitting acts of Royal 
favour and grace on this supreme moment in the ritual of the State 
Nothing can be more appropriate on an occasion of the Coronation 
Durbar of the King-Kmperor than to make adequate provision for 
the education, training and respectable livelihood of the descendants 
of the ancient Royal Houses of India We have received copies 
of two petitions, one from u the sons, daughters, grand-children 
and other relations of His Late Majesty Wajid All Shah, the King 
Of Oudh * to His Majesty George V, and the other from 11 the 
representatives of the ex-Royal Family of Delhi,” to the Lieutenant- 
Gowruor of the Punjab, both setting forth in reasonable terms their 
Weeds and requirements. Although we do not believe in a policy of 
special treatment in favour of any class ol individuals on the strength 
of their pedigree, and think it desirable in their own interests that 
they should learn to adapt themselves to the environment and 
acquire the necessary capacity, force of character and grit for an 
independent and manly existence, we cannot be insensible to the 
fact that these two ancient families are labouring under a grievous 
handicap. They are the descendants of once ruling and powerful 
dynasties. The traditions of their rule and power arc still fresh 
among them and the people. This imparts to them a social dibtinc- 
t]On and eminence to maintain which their material resources are 
not at all adequate. Their self-respect prevents them from taking 
to occupations which involve a decided ’oss or diminution of 
social prestige. For Government service and other respectable 
callings in life they are not well-fitted for want of modern education. 
It would, therefore, be not only an act of kindness but justice 
if these great Families are relieved of their jieculiar handicap and 
aflbrijed the necessary facilities for equipping themselves in accord¬ 
ance with modem needs. The demands of the 11 representatives 
of the ex-Royal family of Delhi ” for special educational scholar- 
slype are both reasonable And legitimate. Th<* members of the 
Oudh family have not asked for any definite Royal favour but 
hgve confined themselves to praying for 11 a boon of a permanent 
god durable nature befitting our once high rank.” We are, 
however, sure their greatest needs, like the members of the 1 lelhi 
Family, are to get the best available educational tiaining on modem 
fines and to be provided with means of respectable livelihood. We 
believe the Government will be pleased to earnestly consider both the 
petition* end treat the prayers and requests of both these historic 
Ew filiiia with a measure of justice and generosity that their ancient 
traditions no leu than this present unfortunate situations demand. 
And while the living are being provided with the training necessary 
for, earning an honest livelihood and maintaining their position in 
fife, ihaUthe dead be forgotten ? We trust Bahadur Shah, the ast 
jJlDgbaJ King and hi* Consort will have a fitting mausoleum erected 
their mortal remains, which are now a prey to ungenerous 


Vefse. 

Not All Atone. 

Not aH alone we think and work and pray, 

Not all alone we sorrow and rejoice. 

What tho 1 in vain we listen for the voice 
Which made of old the sunshine of our day 
And, silenced, plunged us in a darkened way ? 
Yet is a presence near, cbsfcurely bright, 

Dimly perceived. Oh thou who dweil'st in light, 
Thou dartest on my sombre hours a ray, 

When all is hushed my quickened spirit hears 
The whispered word that bids one not despair ; 

1 know thy gladness, if laborious years 

Have crowned my toil with aught of good or fair; 

1 know thine answer to my stricken call, 

But most l feel thy sorrow when l (all. 

H. C. M. 
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To-day the Emperor and Empress of more than three hundred 
million people land on the soil of India, and a most loyal welcome 
from the four comers of this wide-stretching land greets them at its 
threshold. The advent of the Sovereign is an event of unique signi¬ 
ficance and it is destined to be a landmark in the history of this 
histone country Crabbed philosophers may belitde the importance 
of ceremonials, and blase politicians may scoff at the enthusiasm of 
grown-up people for a show which to them appears merely childish. 
But the human mind, in spite of its amasrog development, still needs 
a concrete presentation of things and is not easily satisfied with abstract 
ideas. In tne realm of politics, the Person of the Ring is the embodi¬ 
ment of national identity to some and good government to others, 
and the loud chccr of the populace, which excites the pity of the 
soured philosopher and the ridicule of the outworn politician, is but 
the outward expression of a self governing nation's self-cocciousneas 
or the gratitude of a subject race. Every intense emotion reduces 
in the individual, in some measure, at least, his reasoned self-control, 
and camcs him back to a second childhood, the age of impulses and a 
time of life when feelings are free. At such moments Reason has to 
abdicate its throne in its well-governed realm in favour of Emotion. 
What is true of the individual is true in a much greater degree of a 
concourse of people, and those who have studied the psychology of 
mankind in mass knuw that the larger the number, the greater would 
be the sway of feeling. 

To-day, when the first British Sovereign sets fool on the soil Of 
this ancient land, 4 Us teem mg millions have willingly given themselves 
up to rejoicing, and a child-like fervour is evident throughout the 
whole of this great Empire. The ceremonial that is to follow in the 
Imperial City of Delhi will not be an empty pageant, it is true 
that, unlike the Cure-nation at I^ondon, it will not be an occasion 
afforded to the people to recognise their own identity and trace the 
features of the Nation in the lineaments of their King Generally 
when an Englishman sings " God save the King 1 ', somewhere af the 
back of his head is the idea conveyed in the other nation song of 
the Britons 11 Rule, Bnttannia ■” In India, the feelings are no lean in¬ 
tense because they are not an expression of national self tonsc.tmstiess. 
Thu genuine gratitude of three-hundred million people for their good 
government rises in a mighty paeon and greet.* their sovereign Turd. 
The amazing disjianly in intellec tual condition that exists between 
the various strata of Indian Society gives a unique variety to the 
emotion of the people. Some analyse with scientific coldness, dear- 
nchS and exactitude the advantages of British rule in India, and 
strike up, so to speak, a profit and loss account, finding the balance 
of benefits to be enormous. Others—and they constitute a very over¬ 
whelming majority— fed an inward comfort and ease, like the sensation 
of warmth in cold weather in an artificially heated room, and are 
merely happy that they are happy It will be perfectly absurd and 
as clearly insincere to say that British role entails po discomforts and 
that the Indian administration is perfect. There is still enormous 
room for improvement and the pace of progress is not uniformly 
satisfactory. But whether we analyse the gains and the disadvan¬ 
tages like philosophers, and calculate profit and loss like met) of 
business who only speak in terms of dividends, or merely feel 
satisfied and full like a prosperous peasant, there is no doubt that 
we ore in a better condition to-day than our forefathers were a 
century and a half ago when some adventurous spirits first began tp 
lay the foundation of the British Empire in India. 

We are admittedly an emotional people, and even our eneqpes 
will not rashly accuse us of being an ungrateful people. By fibi 
tradition of centuries we are a people given to regarding the P*mn 
of the King as the fountain head of all the blessings as of aRifat 
ills of the people Being by nature and by tradition what weant, 
we cannot but rejoice na we do to-day at receiving in our nudst vur 
King and Queen and hail them as the embodiments of the wisdom 
and solicitude nf British rule in India. 

But this is not all Whether cognisant of their national 
identity, or grateful for the benefits of good government, pecgile 
as a rule clothe the Person of their Sovereign ui the habilraumU^ 
of another- They greet vicariously and thank by proxy. That, 
however, is not the case in the present instance The Krtignp 
more merely represents the persona of the Administration Bum hfl it 
provided in the cast of this political dnfena with the tfAt of the 
Nation Our loyalty is not quite so impersonal* Fortunately far 
ourselves, the British Sovereigns of India 'have exhibited such an 
unnustake&ble interest in our welfare that their wfividuality ha* iq 
each instance been clearly impressed on pur mind*. It wQ be qub 
to generalise ; but among those persons who are literate, the re is not 
one perhaps who does not kbow, at it were, at first haddthfcftrat 
British Sovereign of India, Victoria, the Good* the Gmt Mother of 
her people. His late. Majesty King B 4 wgrd VII, kintbiMiibt iio 
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well-known, u his reign was much shorter, and European politics 
kept him much occupied during an important period qf modern 
Soropean history. But in an amazingly short time, King George V. 
has deepened his own impression on the hearts of his Indian subjects, 
and they know hicft as if he had been reigning for years instead of 
a bare year and a half. Tne sagacious idea of re-visiting his Indian 
dominion and holding an assemblage here to make known in person to 
his loyal and devoted subjects his succession to the Imperial Crown 
in India is well-known to have been entirely his own. It was 
dictated by love and affection for the Indian people, and inspired 
by an imaginative sympathy which seems as rare m Englishmen 
as it is indispensable for the good governance of an Orientri people 
by a Western race. The people of this country are also aware of the 
King's appeal to the British, after his last great itinerary through the 
Indian Empire, for a wider element of sympathy in their dealings 
with the Indians. It was not a Speech from the Throne that in obe¬ 
dience to constitutional usage often lacks individuality, but a genuine 
product of personal feeling and experience and a reflex of the royal 
mind. The machine—the perfect machine, if you will—was there, 
but, as a philosophic critic of men and measures—and machines—has 
said, it was a somewhat soulless machine. It is no hyperbole to say 
that it was King George who, as the Prince of Wales, discovered a soul 
for it, and made a free offer of it to India's administrators. Knowing 
ail this as we do, we welcome His Majesty in our midst for the sake 
of all that Great Britain has done for India, and even more for the 
sake of all that he himself has done for India and for Great Britain. 
Long Live the King I 


To Her Grauous Majesty, the Queen-Empress, India offers a 
no less hearty welcome The long and happy reign of Queen 
Victoria has made India realise to the full the significance of her 
womanliness as a queen and her queenhness as a w oman. They 
have expectations, which are being realised daily, of the same 
constant influence cleansing private life and infusing into public life 
also an element of affection and purity. On behalf of our countrymen 
we greet TTieir Majesties. Welcome Home to India 1 


As the H. M. S. Medina passed through the Mediterranean and 
the Red Seas, it is reported that as an act of courtesy the Government 
nf His Impenal Majesty the Sultan of the Ottoman Empire ordered 
the lighting of the beacons and lighthouses that guide and warn 
the navigators in these dangerous waters, and Lhat the Royal 
Government of Italy postponed some naval action that it was 
contemplating. This was the action of two foreign Powers that arc 
engaged in a dangerous struggle in which every advantage counts. 
But what response are we, the people of this country, going to 
make to a visit of such supreme significance, and what measures do 
our administrators contemplate to commemorate this unique event ? 
Is it too much to hope that for their part the people of India would 
call a truce, not temporary but permanent, to all such methods of 
political agitation as, accuiding to all past experience, tend to exaspe¬ 
rate the people and in some cases seduce them from their loyalty to 
their Sovereign? Could we not imitate even Italy in this matter ? But 
it is not only political agitation against the Government or its indivi^ 
dual members and particular measures that is dangerous. Our internal 
rivalnes are far more invidious and insidious. Every measure ot 
Government is looked at through the narrowing spectacles of iiarty 
prejudices and party passions, and while working for our|ruin ourselves 
WC blame the Government m the end for not maintaining a just 
balance and not safeguarding the best interest') of the country. We 
have heard somewhere the tag, Divide et vnpera, and on every occa¬ 
sion when our own greed is really to blame, we accuse the Government 
of fallowing the Divide-and-Rufc policy. But if we only examined it 
honestly, we shall find that if is wr, who divide , and that after all it is 
the first duty of every Government to rule. We shall not on this 
occasion apportion praise or blame; and the apportionment of praise 
a«wf blame is not*so easy as each community, creed or interest 
may itself suppose. We do not know of one that is inno¬ 
cent. Ultimately' it is some action of its own, slight or im¬ 
portant, that brings a sure and certain Nemesis dodging its footsteps. 
Wc stiff die Wind and reap the whirlwind. This is the invariable 
and inexorable taw of our political karma. How to escape from 
its vinous circle is the problem of the moment. BUt if there is 

S the way will not take long to discover The moment, too, is 
ouip and we e&Hfestly appeal to all our countrymen to take the 
advantage of so unique an occasion. No benign Sovereign 
could ever receive from his divided subjects a better tribute than 
an assurance of future amity and concord, and we trust uurs will not 
be allowed to go back to England without such an assurance from 
Ids people. 


But some admiroattmtors in India are a little too apt to forget that 
subjects have rights as well as duties. It is the rioty of every 
Brittib that it was gteat Britain that put an end to slavery in 

dtb wtffW. No British subject could be expected to remain content 
«irighi!iii«erf; and the best indication of the progress of British 
subject* would be the expansion of their freedom: % m enjoy In iqi i 
t ■ ^privileges which we did not pokes* in 1902, and we enjoyed in 
I ^902 comforts and conveniences, position and prestige which existed 
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neither in ,1858 .nor in 1877. Tennyson, the mellow poet of the 
world's manhood, wrote of the late revered Queen— 


11 And tfftlenneii at her council met 
Who knew the Actions when lo take 
Occasion liy the hand, and make 
The bounds of freedom wider yei 
11 By shaping some augast decree. 

Which kept her throne unshaken still. 

Broad-based upon her people's will, 

And compass’d by the inviolate sea.” 

We tmst that the same good fortune will be the share of 
His Majesty, George V, and that a succession of long-visioned and 
broad-minded statesmen would take occasion by the hand and make 
the bounds of freedom still wider, thus broad-basing the British 
Throne upon the will of a vast and varied Empire If he 
meets with such a good fortune and himself maintains his remarkable 
promise of political sagacity, His Majesty may rest assured that the land 
frontiers of his Empire would become just os inviolate as the sea. 
The Turks ordered the re-lighting of the beacons and lighthouses for 
the safe and undisturbed passage of the Medina. But the ship of 
State also needs beacons and lighthouses to guide and to warn, and 
the education of the masses is tne only permanent llluminant 'Hie 
country has asked for it with an amazing unanimity that augurs well 
for the future, and we trust whatever other gift His Majesty brings for 
his subjects, he will not forget this the most lasting and the most bene¬ 
ficial There are those who think that it is more difficult to govern 
educated than unlettered people, and there is considerable truth in this 
apprehension. The beacon only warns. It does not remove the 
danger beneath the surface. The submerged rocks on which 
the stoutest bark may dash itself to destruction are the inequalities 
of opportunity and treatment which education will indicate all the 
more clearly. If they are to remain, it is meet that the people 
should remain illiterate and unenlightened But, then, every school 
and every college should be closed, for a little iight will only serve 
to make the darkness visible. We, however, know that our King, at 
least, has no desire to perpetuate invidious differences In his august 
message of 23rd May, 1910, to the Indian people, he gave us the 
most gracious and solemn assurance:— 

“Queen Victoria of revered memory addressed Her Indian 
Subjects and the heads of Feudatory States when she assumed the 
direct Government in 1858, and Her August son, my father, of 
honoured and beloved name, commemorated the same most notable 
event in his address to you fifty jtears later. These are the charters 
of the noble and benignant spirit of imperial rule, and by Lhat spirit 
in all my time to romc T will faithfully abide." 


This is the only true Imperialism, for great empires and little 
minds go ill together In the last reign a striking illustration of the 
desire of Lhe Sovereign to interpret most generously the charters of 
Indian rights and liberties was given by throwing open in practice also 
the Executive Council of the Viceroy to Indians We hope Lhat early 
in the present reign the charge of a Local Administration, at least, 
will be entrusted to a qualified Indian, and that room would be 
found in the higher ranks of the Indian Army for the development 
of the martial instincts of the people and for the satisfaction 01 their 
legitimate ambitions. It is m the gratitude of a loyal people, rather 
than the emasculation of a disaffected population that statesman¬ 
ship finds the fast support of a just and progressive rule. 

An Appeal to tbs Gfeat^of Moslem Rulers," <-' 

whdhavc stfil so much to'secure in their own country l 
and withir the British Empire, would pel haps be laughed at if they \ 
asked for greater regard being paid to their mclmadons and sentiments * 
in the settlement of affairs abroad. But, in the first place, the foreign 
policy of an Empire such as ours is bound to reflect itself in the 
settlement of affairs at Home and, therefore, cannot and must not be 
a matter of indifference to us in India. Should Russia and England £ 
go on playing in Asia the game of 11 Beggar my Neighbour " with f 
ever-increasing fervour, or should they cry a truce to this ruinous com- J 
petition ? Should we follow a policy of masterly inactivity or on* of 
mischievous activity on the North-West Frontier? Should we rush and 
scuttle, or fUshheedlessly onwards into Afghanistan and thence, if we 
can, into Russian territory ? Should we wreak our vengeance on Tibetan 
goats lor having eaten British Indian grass and in that process fall foul 
of Llamas as well ? Should we frighten ourselves with the new bogey 
of the Yellow Peril and thereafter frighten the wild but most innocuous 
people on our North-Eastern frontier with the reality of a White 
Peril? These are questions which, no one can deny, possess great 
importance for us m India, because Indian finances can be crippled; 
or set free by the solution which we find Tor each of them and 
Indian reforms can thereby be indefinitely delayed or pushed forward: 

All these are, however, questions of material interest- But, as] 
all statesmen know, or should know, sentiment plays not a little petti 
in the affairs of humahity. Remove sentiment, and life would? 
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obligation for the obedience and loyalty of millions of illiterate 
people who are nut in a position to reason out such a basis for them- 

f selves. Now, aifenument of the deepest and most intense character 
has sustained millions of Mussalmans in this country. That is the 
sentiment of a fraternity of faith which is essential to Islam. It is 
not a political alliance involving every individual Mussalman in the 
! political complications or every Moslem kingdom. It is not so 
material as that. It is a sentimental and a moral alliance, not a 
political bond. It is necessary to make this dear in order to 
distinguish Islam from its counterfeit representation, Pan-Islam aim, 
which, like Macbeth’s dagger, is but a thing wf the mind, the crea¬ 
tion of heat-oppressed brains. The words of Mr. Montagu, the 
Under-Secretary of State for India, could hardly,!*: improved upon in 
describing this iiowerful sentiment. 11 Muhammadanism,” said Mr. 
Montagu, 11 produces and teaches a sort of extra-territorial patriotism— 
if 1 may strain the words to describe it—which seems almost to laugh 
at distance and material neighbourhood, in breathing and praying 
mutual sympathy ” He said he would like to Lell the Mussalman 
“ You need abandon no jot of your fervour if you add to it principles 
of less exalted and more vVeslern desire to help and lo share the 
destiny of the country in which you live.” 

Although this sentiment is in no way inherently antagonistic to 
territorial patriotism, as Mr. Montgu admits, and, therefore, in no way 
opposed to territorial loyalty, it is obvious that the ideal state of 
affairs would be one in which both territorial and extra territorial 
I patriotism and loyalty run in the same direction It is the 
^hcait-felt desire of seventy million Mussalman that at no time should 
(>reat Britain and a Moslem Government be ranged on opposite sides 
in political or military quarrels, jand while they would never fail in 
the futare, as they have never failed in the past, to range themselves 
on the side of their Sovereign and liege lord and light for him, they 
would naturally prefer that such an occasion should never arise, or, if 
it ever arose, that the cause of their own Government was wholly just. 
*Oie present Liberal Government in Ungland was opposed to the Boer 
war and considered it to be uncalled for and even unjust It is, there¬ 
fore, impossible to believe that not one of Lhe 350,000 British soldiers 
who fought against the Boers had a doubt in his own mind almut the 
justice of his country’s cause. But, 

" Then's not to ieMon why, 

11 Theii'n hut Lo do and die.” 

Similarly, the Indian Mussulmans have never failed to do and die 
when the order went forth that their Sovereign needed their services 
on the field of battle. On the Frontier and in Afghanistan, in the 
Soudan and in China, Indian Mussalmans have had to shed Lhe 
blood of their own cn-religionists, and they did so at the call of 
duty without a murmur. This, at the tall duty they are ever 
r eiij y to dfL-T But they desire that if it could be so arranged 
t Britain snould always be ranged on the side of Moslem 

J 'Kingdoms, and that if it could not at any time be 5.1 arranged, 
(only the clearest necessity should force her to quaml with their 
\:o-religionUt 8 in other countries. 

To-day the arrival of Their Majesties coincides with one of 
their greatest and very few festivals. But were it not for the 
/ advent of the Royal visitors, this Bid would have been to them a 
J day of mourning. They greet their King and his gracious Consort 
, to-day, and their welcome is as hearty as trial of any other com- 
|inunity or class. But it is undeniable that they take port m these 
; auspicious festivities with a heavy heart It is true that ling land 
i has been observing strict neutrality But they are not wholly 
’ satisfied with so passive an attitude. England was prepared to go 
to war with a much stronger foe for the sake of Fram e over Morocco. 
y And why? Because England had engaged herself to help hranee 
* to obtain a free hand in a Moslem kingdom in exchange for a fme 
hand for herself in another Moslem kingdom. That bargain itself 
A was not welcome to Indian Musbalfnnns, because they behave that, 

1 for whatever reasons it may be, England has noi kepi ihe promise 
that Mr. Gladstone had given in Egypt Mid to Turkey in 
such unequivocal terms. Be it remembered dial it is not only 
Mussalmans that think so, but many Christians and Englishmen as 
well But the question it, if treaty obligations had such force 
in the ul&c of France 111 Morocco, wrp there no obligations in 
> the case of Turkey in Tripoli ? Leaving material considerations 
alone, was not the brigandage of Italy deserving id 1 the most practical 
disapprobation of England r Again, if political considerations come 
in the way of such an altruistic action, could any conceivable politi¬ 
cal considerations come in the way of the dictates of humanity when 
it became known that the Italians had revived in Tripoli the orgies 
of wanton bloodshed characteristic of ancient Rome ? ( 

f An anonymous writer in the Fmtnigtty Review, ^ahaMMy- 
npjgwqy —Tlrfji Gnt Yak— P from whom we publish extracts 
elsewhere, says that “ in expecting us to intervene in ail affair which 
does not primarily concern us> these Muhammadan leaders are them¬ 
selves committing a kind of veiled treason to the British Empire.” 
It may conceivably be 11 veiled treason n to expect British mterven- 
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tion in such fin affair as the wdkr indicates, though we cannot readi¬ 
ly understand what the desire of intervention has to do with trea son , 
clothed or naked. But what we emphatically protest against is the 
palpable separation of us and they, and what we strongly contend is 
that this is not 11 an affair which primarily does not concern us." 
Jlf the Colonies arc important enough to'demana & previous con¬ 
sultation before England enters into an agreement wifh a foreign 
Power, and to threaten that if they chose to differ they could haul 
down the flag of the Empire, then surely 70 million Mumalmans, who 
contribute far more substantially in men and money towards the 
defence of the Empire, can beg that wherever possible Great Britain 
may enter into friendly alliances with Moslem Kingdoms, and 10 
appeal , not in tile name of Moslem services, but of common Christian 
c harrty, to intervene on behalf of more women and children who are 
possibly destined to become widows and orphans in a war of un¬ 
paralleled brutality. 

Nu amount of cynicism rAn remove or gloss over the in¬ 
consistency of Gladstone’s unjust wrath against Turkey and Sir 
Edward Carey’s miserable inactivity and silence In exchange for her 
own control of a Muhammadan kingdom another Muhammadan king-, 
dom is handed over to the French A thud is being bullied and 
j humiliated by Lhe traditional foe of England and all that England has 
\ hitherto stood for, and England herself is timidly following in the fout- 
I steps of the MuscuviLu Bear A fourth is being mutilated without a 
| shadow of reason, and when the inhuman cruelty of the operator is 
I brought to Lhe notice of the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State 
1 for Foreign Affairs, the Parliament is inoslently gagged. Is it to be 
\ expected that a single Mussalman can feel happy when all this has 
\takgnpkce^? fWith a. full sense of the tremendous responsibility of 
a journalist, we aru constrained to say that every Mussalman to-day 
echoes the cry that was wrung from the heart of Milton two and 
a half < outlines agy. Is it strange that then, too, it was Italy that 
stirred the passions of the great poet ? 

"Avenge O Lord, ihy slaughtered sum! >, whose bonee 
Lk ^altered on the Alpine mountain!) cold, 

Rvn them who kept Thy truth fo pure or old 
When all our faiheri worshipped stocks and si ones, 
huigri noL in Thy book record tneir groans 

Who were Thy sheep and in their ancient fold 
Slain by Ihe bluody l'lrdmonlese llisU roll'd 
Mother with in fan down the rocks. Their moani 
The vules redoubled to the hills and they 

To Heav'n. Their n.arLyr’d Mond and ashes sow 
O’er all lh' Italian fields where sldl doth swsy 
The triple tyrant - that from these may grow 
A hundred laid, who having learnt Thy way 
Fady may fly the Babi Ionian wee " 

It is not a Grey that is needed to-day, but a Milton, and in 
1911, far more than 111 1802, are tbe words of Wordsworth 
justified 

14 Milton I thou shoulds t be living at this hour; 

1 .ngland hath need of thee she u a fen 
Of stagnant waters altar, sword and pen, 
y 1 reside, the heroic wealth of hall and bower 
Have forfeited their ancient English dower 
Of inward happiness. We ire selfish men; 

Oh f raise w up, return to us again ; 

Aril give us manners, virtue, freedom, power ’ 

And lo the gracious Sovereign of seventy million Mnasal mans 1 
we hmr.bly appeal to lead the erring statesmen of England as] 
British Sovereigns have often done before, not so much by the] 
exercise of their limited monarchical power, but by the unbounded/ 
.strength of a firm moral purpose ana Ihe proud consciousness 
/superior moral worth. Victoria's ruth and Gladstone's wrath will yeti 
save England from the repruuh of selfish callousness and cowardly/ 
| cyriicivai, and we refuse to believe that His Majesty is incapable of waW 
1 ing up England from a lethargy rhn.1 has so offri^ presaged the su 1 
| If slow decay of huge empires. 

The .Secretary of State lot India is tbe Minister m attendance, 
and his Lordship will have ample opportunities in India of gauging 
the strength and sincerity of Moslem feeling and of jud^ng the. 

, propriety of their humble appeal to their King. If, as we believe, 

•' dungs seen are mightier than things heard,” wo have no donbt 
that his visit to India at this juncture would prove of imipcnsel 
value to himiwlf, to the Liberal Cabinet, and to His Majesty the 
King-Emperor 

To-day is the great Moslem festival in commemoration of the] 
sacrifice of Abraham. The hearts of the Mussalmans are weighed 
down with sorrow for their co-religionists slaughtered to Tripoli. 
But they owe a duty to their King and Emperor which demandsi 
their full participation in the* rejoicings that begin today throughout 1 
the Indian Empire. Let thcuii then, make Joe the sake or 'theirs 
Sovereign, a sacrifice of the sorrow that is so dear to them as Abraham! 
hid prepared to sacrifice Ishmad for the Lord. Who knows than 
like that great sacrifice which they may wish to imitate toda$ Allah} 
may render it unnecessary, and change their sorrow into 
as of old? *- j 
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Anglo-Russian Policy in Persia. 

(From the Times.) 

INDICTMENT BY THE PERSIAN TREASURER-GENERAL. 

We have receiijpd from Mr. W. Morgan Shuster, the Treasurer- 
< 5 eneral of Persia, a lettef which on account of its length we arc 
-obliged to publish in two parts. It will be remembered that the 
Persian Government at the beginning or this year asked die Govern¬ 
ment of the United States to recommend dome financial experts 
who could help in the reorganization of the Persian fiscal system, and 
'in accordance with that recommendation Mr Shuster, who had 
previously been Collector of Customs of the Philippines and a 
member of the Philippines Commission, was in May put in control 
of the Persian finances and given extensive powers by the Mejliss. 
Early in July he asked for the services of Major Slokcs, then Military 
Attachd at the British Legation, to organize a 11 fiscal gcnlaimtne" for 
*the collection of taxes. The Russian Government raised objections 
which several months’ negotiations were unable to remove; on 
17th October, Mr. Shuster issued in Teheran a statement attributing to 
both Russia and England hostility to the regeneration of Persia; and 
the next day wc published a leading Article regretting his action And 
qualifying his charges against the British Government as unfounded. 
To that article the letter, of which the first part follows, and in which 
>Lhe crossheads arc inserted hy us, is a reply ■— 

I —RUSSIA AND THE EX-SHAH. 

To the Editor of the “Times” 


Sir, —According 10 a Reuter's despatch, dated London, 18th 
October, the Times stales editorially that my recently expressed opi¬ 
nions of Russia's hostility to Persia's financial regeneration and of 
Britain's acquiescence in Russia’s attitude arc unjust and unfounded. 

Much as I dislike this class of controversy, still the importance 
of the subject, my belief in the fair-mindedness of {|io British public 
and in the desire of your journal to be entirely just, and a slight 
regard for my own reputation lead me to address you thi*. letter, with 
the request that you give it due publicity in your columns Ir ib but 
a relation of certain facts and incidents which have either come 
under my personal observation or arc ot official record dunng Lhe 
p*bt five months of my stay m Teheran My opinion was reached 
after a calm and impartial consideration of those facts. in addition 
to the corroborative impressions received in a great number of 
transactions in which I personally participated, but which arc rot 
susceptible of legal proof I am, of course, willing to abide by 
the judgment of the thinking public for whatever justification may 
seem necessary. 

I aruved here on rsth May hist, with three American i-.sistauts 
‘And with but one object in view—to do a fairly creditable piece of 
constructive work on behalf of Persia's finances. 

On 13th June the Mejliss passed a law, drafted by mu, umternng 
on the Treasurer-General plenary powers in m itrers fiscal This law 
was a public one, voted after full an J open discussion, and was mani¬ 
festly designed to bring some order out of the pitiable 3late of chaos 
into which Persia’s finances had fallen The Persian Cabinet and 
Mejliss had almost unanimously approved it One might expect that 
the foreign Powers in interest hero would gladly have d one likewise. 
Unfortunately they did not. Direct legal proof, of course, being 
lacking, I nevertheless assert that there is ample documentary evidence 
of a circumstantial nature to show that tlnre. was a deliberate agree 
'®ent between a number of foreign legations here, headed by thr* 
Russian Legation, to defeat my execution of tbit law, and to thwart 
the general system of centralisation of oliuctiwii, payments, and 
accounting prescribed thereunder. The pretexts urged against the 
system were flimsy and untenable in the extreme, And their manifest 
purpose was to prevent any material change in the old style of con¬ 
ducting Persia's fiscal a (lairs This campaign of threat*, nagging, and 
general opposition, which even descended into vulgar personalities 
•gainst eA<*, and into trude attempts to frighten the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, failed utterly, though it did entail a period of delay and confu¬ 
sion in initiating certain financial reforms. Among the threats made 
was that of one Legation to seize the Northern Customs and put 
in their own officials to collect the revenues. 

Mohamet Ali’g Return. 

Lost July, in defiance of Article 11 of the Protocol of 7th Sep¬ 
tember 1900, Russia and Britain and particularly the former, permitted 
Mohamet Ali, ex-Shah, to escape from Russia —\ hat is Russia failed 
utterly 11 to take efficacious measures ” to prevent political agitation 
•gainst Persia on his part. In fact, he passed through Russia with a 
suite, a false beard, and a consignment of guns and cannon marked 
M mineral water,” if we may believe the ante-mortem statement of his 
late lieutenant, Arshad^ed-Dovleb. He embarked with his party from 
4 Russian port on the Russian steamer Christnforos , and landed 
abdtitj8th July at Gumusb-Tcppeh on Persian sdl—1a filibuster in 
frU swing* 

Assuming that this escape was accidental End that the Russian 
-pkisport authorities were off iheir guard for once, wa^ Russia’s 
attitods one of real regret? On the contrary, it is^otorious here 
itettW official representatives in Persia received the newt of the 
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landing with unconcealed joy. Later, I shall prove that they did not 
even scruple to show that feeling in official communications addressed 
to Persian Government officers. 

On 13rd July the Persian Government addressed a Note to oR 
the Legations here informing them of a law which had just been passed 
declaring a state of siege Most of the Legations replied in the usual 
manner, merely calling attention to certain provisions in the Treaty 
of Turcomanchai ; but the Russian Legation adopted from the very 
outset a far different and most unfriendly tone, claiming among other 
things the right to arrest directly, at any tinu, so-called “illegal 
Russian subjects ,p (who were defined in the Legation’s Note) “ who 
might take part in the events actually going on in the country.” 
The patent object of tins claim put forward at this time was to give 
the Russian Legation and Consuls throughout Persia the excuse 
to arrest, on the mere allegation th it they were a kind of Russian 
subject, any Persian fighting men of known reputation who might 
Like the side of the Government against Mahamcnt Ali If this 
threat to arrest all Russian subjects “who might tike part in events ” 
had been literally executed, it would have been n^^ssury, as we shall 
sec shortly, to arrest most of the Russian Consuls and Consular 
employes themselves. 

At Resht the Russian Consul went further, and actually 
informed the Persian Government of his intention to arrest any one 
on suspicion of his being 11 Russian subject, to investigate the matter 
at his leisure, and to hold them until the end of the troubles 

On 31st July when Mohamet Ali had Inrely put foot on Persian 
soil and had mode no appreciable advance towards subjugating 
the country, Britain and Russia addressed to the Persian Government 
the following identique tie f,tJo recognition of the ex-Shah’s 
belligerency —"Seeing that the ox Shah, contrary to the advice 
frequently given him by the Governments of England and Russia 
in effect that he should forbear from any agitation whatever 111 Persia 
(has now landed in Persia), the Rutixh (Russian) Government declares 
Lhai the ex-Shah has now forfeit d his tight to the pension fixed by 
the Protocol, But, on the other hand, the British (Russian) Govern¬ 
ment believes that as the ex Shah is now in Persian territory, the 
British (Russian) Government rantiui intervene. Therefore the 
British (Russian^ Government states that 111 the ronflict that has 
unfortunately arisen in Persia they will in no way interfere.” 

Scant comfort from friends of a Government plunged into thti 
throes of civil strife through the negligence, or worse, of those who 
had solemnly |ilcdgcd themselves .to prevent exactly this contingency. 
Hut oven tins declaration of 11 neutrality” (though the word itself was 
omitted on thcdemtndol the British Legation) might have passed, 
had it been obierved And here let us examine what nature of advice 
was tfwn 'o the ex-Shah hy the Government of Russia through its 
Ambassador af Vienna, accoiding to the ante-mortem statement of 
statement of Arsh id-ed-Dovleh. I quote from the account given by 
Lhe T/mst Correspondent at Teheran, who speaks Persian and heard 
1 he sUtemjnt a few hours before Arshad-ed-Dovleh died 

“ Then Mohamed Ali and t met in Vienna. The Russian 
Ambassador came to sec us, and we asked for help. He told us that 
Ru3s.a could not help us. Russia and England had an agreement 
with regard to Persia from which neither would depirt. They had 
resolved not to intervene in anv way, internally. " But, on the other 
band,” he said, ■* the field is clear If wu cm do nothing for you, we 
equally will do nothing against you It is for you to decide what are 
v.mr chances of success If you think you ran reach the Throne of 
Persia, then go Only remem'ur we evimt help you, and if you fail 
we hive no responsibility.” “Well, there is something you can do 
for ms,” we answered “ Lend us some money." “ No, it is quite 
impossible,” he replied And though we begged much and had a 
second interview, li 1 rejected our proposal. Only he suggested that, 
d Mohamet Ali had a receipt for some jewels which were in thn 
keeping of the Russian Bank at Teheran, money cnuld bs raised on 
that receipt But Mohamet Ali had not got the document, and so 
nothing came of that.” 

Perhaps this is 11 advising the ex-Shah to forbear from any agita¬ 
tion whatever in Persiaand perhaps it is not. Perhaps also the 
Russian Ambassador (who has never denied the interview) did not 
advise his Government of Khalil’s projected journey through Russia, 
and of his purpose ; but the unbiassed public will probably continue 
to hold its own opinion. 


Russian 11 Neutrality ” 

We shall now yet how well Russian officials in Persia observed 
neutrality in the internal struggle thus precipitated. 

On 29th July, the Russian Acting Consul at Ispahan, proceeding 
upon his conception of neutrality, wrote to the Persian Foreign 
Office representative there in a plain attempt to stifle a public expres¬ 
sion of the people in favour of the Constitutional Government 
He said:— 

According to information received by this Consulate, the Govern¬ 
ment of Ispahan intends to hoM a meeting of the clergy, nobles, 
prominent citizens, and merchants for the purpose of framing a 
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telegram to the representatives of foreign (Powers to the effect that 
they, the people, do not desire Mohamet AU, and to protest against 
his arrival in Feruan territory. I request you in advance to inform 
the proper quarters that as this matter concerns Persia and the 
Persians [delightful sarcasm], it would bo useless to give trouble 
(jrc) to the Imperial Legation and the Consulates of Russia. 

Later he wrtffe 

You must not uselessly give trouble in the matter of Mohamet 
Ali Shah (sic) to the Imperial Russian Legation and Consulates. 
It is the duty of the Persian Foreign Office representative and of 
the Government to restrain and prevent any such incidents and they 
must fulfil it. % * 

Comment seems unnecessary. • 

Rashid-ol-Molk, Persian subject, for mat Governor of Ardebil, 
having been in command of Government forces, had treacherously 
fled before an inferior number of Shahsavans, tribesmen who had 
always remained supporters of the cvSliah. He was accused or 
high treason, arrested and confined at Tabriz. On 27th July, the 
Russian Consul-General at Tabnz, having demanded his release ol 
the Acting Governor, and having been informed that Rashid-ol-Molk 
was held by orders of the Central Government, sent 300 Russian 
soldiers, fully armed, to the Governor's Palace, beat off the Persian 
guards, insulted the Acting Governor, liberated Rashid-ol-Molk and 
took him away. Shortly afterwards he Joined the rebel forces ot 
Shuja-ed-Dovleh, which were threatening Tabriz. 

To the formal protest lodged by the Persian Government over 
this affair, the Russian Legation replied, officially admitting responsi 
bility for the orders given to the Russian Consul-General at Tabriz 
to 11 take necessary steps 11 to prevent certain punishment which was 
alleged to be threatened, from being inflicted on Rashid-ol-Molk 
We haveseen what steps the Russian Consul-General took*—steps 
which in the of two equal Powers would have meant immediate 
w*r. 

The sole justification altemped by the Russian legation lor this 
outrage was that “ the representatives ui the Government of Russia 
faave accorded a certain protection (sic) to Ra&hid-ol-Molk.” As 
g matter of fact no sentence at all hud been passed on Rashid’ 
til-Molk, though even if it had llic outrage would have liem none the 
lew. 

* After a full examination of (he record, I unhesitatingly assi.it 
that a clearer and more flagrant case ol violation of sovereignty could 
with difficulty be found. 

At the moment when Shuia-ed-Dovkh was preparing to attack 
Tabriz and ihe garrison of the uty was preparing for defence, 
the local Government received a Note from die Russian Consul- 
Gaidai there, stating that no defensive measures should be taken and 
that under no circumstances should there be any fighting within 
the city. At the same time a Russian subject was m charge of rhe 
advance guard of Shuju-ed 4 >uvleli. 

Shuia-e-Neram, likewise accused of high treason, hod been 
arrested py the Governor of Marand. The Russian authorities took 
him flom prison. Shuja-o-NcHim afterwards succeeded in establishing 
himself at Marand and ill culturing the Governor The Russian 
mithorities, alleging that he ‘is in the service of the Russian n>ad 
company of DjulfaTabrw, continue to protect him. 

The ci ti zens ol Tabriz liaving inflicted serious looses on tiic 
locciw of the rebel Miuja-ed-l kivleh, the commander of the Russian 
timuu at Tabriz sent a detachment of Cossacks to the field, and 
there! on the pretext that t)\t director of road station had been 
alkditly wounded in the forehead by a bullet (he having vnlunlunly 
gp M to the neighbourhood of a skirmish), arrested seven Persian 
gendarmes and took then pnsomrs to the Russian barracks 

When the rebel leader Mudjall/d-os-Soltan was aJx*it to enter 
(hr Unvn of Ardebil tlfe inliubilnnte prepared to resist him. ‘lhe 
Russian Vice-Consul thereupon sent h*s agent, iLsmail Bey, to the 
Victi-Oovunior and Chief of Police tn give them die following false 
information—that Mohamet Ah. had arrived at one day's journey 1Y0111 
Teheran with an army of 12,000 men, and had announced a general 
amnesty; that be has charged his Highness the Sepahdare with 
the control of the city and that tW 1 latter liad accepted; that the 
prohibition ordered by the poke i>f Ardebil ohout speaking of 
Mohamet Ali Mirzn wiw wrong ‘ I announce these laris to you pri- 
vnlely and for your personal information. The Consulate has 
received inst met ions, m effect, telling them to watch over the security 
of the town." Similat announrcimms were made by public criers, 
the inhabitants were advised tu ilhiminate the town in honour ot 
Mohamet All’s victory, and to prepare to receive the Governor whom 
be was sending to them. Later Modjaflal-oft Soitan, protected by 
Russian Cossacks, entered Ardebil in triumph and committed the 
usilri acts of barbarism. 

After a stay at Ardebil ModjOlbd-os-Soltan joined Shuja-ed 
Dovlth, leaving behind Ghavamos-Soltan as Governor of the town. 
The vibe of Khamcslous having revised to submit to Mohamet Ah’s 
mtei the Russian Vice-Consul sent Cossacks to reduce them. 

A Russian cruiser having been stationed for some time at the 
post of U, the conunanderp with the Russian Consular agent, 


visited all mcrchant”vtEsdtt Altering the port, searched pteeftgfcrs r 
arrested some and forced them to return to Russia. 

When the force of Mohamet Ali was defeated and dispersed, 
many of the leaders demanded refuge it the Russian Consulate at 
Aatarabad. The Coretul received them and refused absolutely ter 
deliver them up Uj the Persian Government for punishment 

The Russian Commissioner for Ganbad-Ghabous came to* 
Gumush-Tcppeh to concert with Mohamet Ali. Later he returned 
to his post, whence he ccntmucd to force Turcoman Persian subject* 
by threats, tn uikc part with Mohamet All. He has since come ter 
Astarabad and mode himself virtual Governor of that place, while the 
forces of Mohamet All remain outside the town. 

At Binder Djez the Russian Consular agent with a party of’ 
Russian Cossacks an-ested the Persian frontier official and sent him 
a prisoner to Astnrahad, treating him in a thoroughly brutal manner. 

At Resin, a number of Russian subjects, aimed, and led by the 
son of an employe n< the Russian Consulate there, arrested a Persian' 
subject and beat him to the point of death. They announced at the 
same time that those who might come to the aid of a certain Persian 
officer there would be shot. 

An employe of the Russian Consulate at Resht recently called 
a great number of Russian subjects to his house And discoursed to 
them on Lhe lack or security in the town. Failing to arouse sufficient 
resjjonse and his plan being discovered, he sent Russian deserters to- 
make trouble in the streets—all for the manifest purpose of creating 
disorder 11s a pretext for calling in Russian troops to quell it. 

After the departure of Mohamet AIL from Savudbouli, a Russian 
officer came to Barforouche to visit Mohamet Ali's camp, where he 
remained six hours, returning to Sari with six thousand tomans in 
notes. 

When the Teheran Government arrested Lhe well-known reac¬ 
tionary, Majdid-lfovieh, on 23rd July, the British and Russian Minis¬ 
ters immediately fnterfered m his behalf; as a result he was released 
and immediately took " bast ” in the Russian Legation. The effect 
produced 011 the excited minds of the Persians at this time was that 
both Britain and Russia were siding with Mohamet Alt and the re¬ 
actionaries, thus making the task of the Constitutional Government 
vastly more difficult. 

About 31st July the Consular agent of Russia at Emeli arrested 
several persons as deserters, while the Russian Consul at Resht sent 
Russian Cossacks to police head-quarters to release a Persian subject 
w'ho hid been arrested pretending ihat the latter was Lhe " lamp¬ 
lighter” of lhe Cossack barracks. 

According to the Convention of 1907 between Russia and 
Britain, which both Powers aic so fond of quoting to Persia, the 
latter's complete independence and sovereignty are fully recognized, 
although the need for such avowal is not apparent. Yet m the face 
of that document Russia has put forward and still maintains, under 
the name of Protege-ship, the most novel and remarkable theory evor 
heard ol in international relations. The Russian legation and Con¬ 
sulates not only claim absolute rights in PersiA over all Russian sub 
jeets, “ legal or illegal/’ but they claim a species of protectorate over 
another cLlss of persons, chiefly well-known reactionaries and traitors; 
who are admittedly Persian subjects, yrt against whom Russia will 
not permit the simplest guvtrnmental step to be taken under penalLy 
of incurring her anger and her vengeance Thu prot£p£-ship is like 
wise used to shield these persons from paying their taxes to the 
Persian Government \ and os most of tliem ate rid) through methods 
well known in the former tcpnu % there is not only a decided financial 
loss, but the loss of prcMigc to the Government and the encourage 
ment thus given others to n bel against the payment of their just dues 
are even worse. In inany instances the Russian authorities d|0 not 
even claim that the pnitigd » anything but a Per wan subject 4 in 
others, some of the pretexts alleged lor claiming for tliem Rusaun 
nationality are bizarre beyond the wildest dreams Ash the Kueraan 
legation to explain seriously, for mstancef why the Prinpesa 
Hanoui Uzraa, of Isfahan, should hot pay the Persian Govemaumt 
the thousands of tomans of taxes which she has been owrae fat the 
past few years, and you will be unable to restrain a sonde at the 
answer. Or the famous Ramran Mirza, uncle of the ex-Shah* Or 
why die Russian legation interfered recently when the tax-coll^tur 
of l eheran seized the horse of Pnnce Ezted Dovleh for foilure to 
pay his contributions to the Government under which be live*. Be¬ 
yond all this, of course^ 15 the trifling fact that even foreign subjects 
in Persia are not exempt from paying their local taxes, despite lhe 
truly Absurd claims as to the meaning of Article 4 of the Custom* 
Convention between Persia And Russia. 

The Persian law of naturalization is based on the cqbseni of the 
Sovereign, given in a formal manner through prescribed dvamtrfu 
yet we have such claims pig forth and raafoteSoud 41 that a certain 
Peraian subject, liaving once taken “beat* in a Jtaraian Consulate, 
was Russian, or that he claimed Russian nationality under a decree, 
(unproduced) from the Emperor of Russia. Naturalization kwt and 
regulations are generally esteemed to be the subject df frhndiy 
negotiation and arrangement b etwe en nations at peace, not fee prafact 
for abuseg of die grossest description by tite Wteger Pwwtek - * 
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The War Supplement. 


News of the War. 


News by the English Mail. 


Reuter wired from Constantinople on the 24th November *— 
Meetings of the Council of Ministers lately and conferences with 
various Ambassadors have given the impression that Italian naval 
action will not be Konger delayed. It is thought that the objective 
will be the blockade of tho Dardanelles or even the forcing of the 
Dardanelles in order to dictate peace at Constantinople. 

The Russian Government has pointed out and has also presum- 
ably informed Italy that the blockade of the Dardanelles is contrary 
to the London Conference of 1871. 

In the House of Commons on the 24th November, Mr. F. D. 
Acland announced that the Government has no information as to 
the blockade of the Dardanelles. 

Reuter wired from Constantinople on 24th November:—Military 
circles are awaiting with the utmost composure the developments of 
die intention attributed to Italy of the blockade of the Dardanelles. 
It is declared that such action would not affect the position or 
influence of Turkey to come to terms. 

The Minister of War and Marine is proceeding to the Darda¬ 
nelles to inspect the forts. 

It is stated that in response to Russian objections with reference 
to the suggested blockade, Italy proposes to allow cargo boats 
destined for the Ottoman ports to pass through the Dardanelles. 

A message to the Daily Telegraph from Constantinople 
slates that the British Ambassdor has informed Turkey that Great 
Britain will cease to regard herself as a neutral if Italy proceeds to 
the blockade nf die Dardanelles. 

Nothing of the smallest interest is happening in Tripoli. Only 
official reports are available. All Ihe foreign correspondents have 
left Tripoli. The Italians Appear to be occasionally clearing out por¬ 
tions of the oasis, while the Turks and Arabs make occasional attacks 
which, however, resolve themselves into mere skirmishes 

Italian official despatches show that fierce fighting took pUce 
011 Friday, both at Tripoli and Derra The Italians oan to fifty 
casualties, including a dozen killed at Dcrna, where flghung con 
tinued all day The Italians advanced on the morning of the sfith 
instant and occupied two outlying forts near Tripoli Fighting 
lasted all day and resulted in si decisive Italian victory. The Turks 
wci f ' driven back 

Abdul Hamid's jewels will be sold by auction in Pam not 
week. The proceeds of the sait will devoted to buying warships 
and muni tuns. 


Reuter wired from Y^men) on 22nd November *—Italian 

cruisers are actually juitrulling the n>a&T in search of the Turkish 
Red SeA flotilla Tlvc Itumnm yesterday, made a Jemonstra 
’ tion off the Island of Kantiiin scaling 6,ooo piigrms who are quaran¬ 
tine there on route tor Mecca. 

Reuter wired from Ronv —Official despatches dealing with 
Sunday’s fighting in Tripoli indicate that the Italians rc-occupierl the 
original lines. The despatches are full of eulugh-s of the hravtiy 
and firmness of tin. troop-. They stale that it is lmpossiMe yet to 
ascertain the loss** in the fighting which was protracted and des¬ 
perate. The despatrlies say, however, that they were certainly slight 
compared with the losses of,the Turks. The Italian,? w^ro compelled 
tv> gam their (pound, garden by garden, and house by hcju.se. finally 
the Turkish trefiches at Henni were stormed after a dash 

across the open, though they were vigorously defended and a des¬ 
perate hand-to-hand fighting took place. 

Sir Edward Grey in the course of the debate m the House of 

! Commons on Angie-German relations stated ho had no information 

# Which -could prove or disprove reports of atrocities in Tripoli. 

* Government adhered to the policy of non-intervention. 

The following Communication from the Government has been 
received by the President, Indian Red Crescent Society— 


With reference to your telegram, dated the 2nd October 191 
to (be address of the Government of India, Home Department, prr 
mg for the intervention of the British Government m connection wi 
the TurkO’Itahan War, I am directed to inform you that His Majest 
Government regret that they do not find the present moment oppe 
tupefiw the purpose. 

In older to deter sniping, a party of RaKans from Bengha 
surprised a body of Arabs and engaged them. A fierce and pr 
longed fighting resulted, the Arabs eventually being almost wiped ou 
casualties were is killed and jq wouttqAd. 

Italian warships are bombarding Mocha Fort at Sheik Said. 


(From the " Times ” Correspondent).) 

Tripoli, November J. 

The outposts hAve been advanced to the fort at Sidi Shabab. 
Gunboats cleared the way. 

[This advance eastward along the seafront is the first move 
in a re-establishment of the lines which the Italians occupied 
before the fighting on 26th October, and probably marks the intention 
of General Frugoni to drive the Turks and Arabs completely 
out of the oasis. The fort at Sidi Shahab is also known as the 
Ham idleh fort.] 

Malta, November 7. 

The Bxsagno which ha? arrived here from Tripoli, brings 
news that provisions are scarce in the the town, owing to the wide 
zone outside it which has been declared impassable by the Italians 
for strategical purposes and to the want of means for landing 
provisions The Bisagno was obliged to bnng back to Malta 
the greater part of the provisions she carried. The Ellerman 
steamship Italian , which took 230 tons of hay, was able to land 
only 40. Until yesterday the price of foodstuffs was exorbitant 
Eggs, when found, cast 3d. each; British subjects are in great 
straits and the Arabs arc famished. Those who have withdrawn 
into Tripoli arc huddled in mosques and stabling yards, which 
are now centres of cholera The death-roll is heavy, chiefly owing 
to the debility of the patients. The passengers on board the 
Btsagno came to Malta owing to the prevalence of cholera in 
Tripoli, and Lo the fear of its extension. 

When the Bisagno armed at Tripoli on Sunday afternoon 
with 150 marine infanty and provisions for the troops a Turkish 
shell nearly struck her. The Turkish infantry, extended oh the 
surrounding hills and covered by the guns, kept up a hot fire, on 
Share Shat Some shells fell in the town, one striking the Militaty 
Club Subsequently the Turkish fire was subdued. On Monday the 
Italians advanced against the Turks, notwithstanding a heavy fire. 

The troops in Cyrcnaica are reported to have begun an advance 
in two columns. 

(haoM thk “Times” Correspondent) 

Dame, November 3. 

Both on Wednesday evening and Thursday morning, fire was 
opened on the Italian advance posts by Turkish artillery on the 
southern front at Am Zara at a distance of about 3,000 yards. No 
damage was done un the Italian side and the Turkish cannon were 
silenced by the return hre Irom the warships. 

To-day complete quiet is reported down the whole line. 

Rome, November 5. 

Yesterday anoLhcr determined attack was made on the I talian 
outposts near Share Shat by some 170 1 urks and Arabs, precoded by 
fire from the Turk.sh artillery. After ihe engagement, which lasted 
all day, the Turks retreated with the loss, it is believed, of 30 men. 
The Italian casualties were one killed and a few slightly wounded. 

Rome, November 6. 

Imng was proccedmg practically All day yesterday at Tripoli. 
The Turkish artillery opened upon the Italian positions in the 
morning and the righting lasted until nightfall. A despatch from 
Tripoli says — 

“ At 7 o'clock m the morning the enemy’s artillery opposite Sidi 
Mesri opened upon our positions from a point near Fomaci. Our 
artillery, with the assistance of Captain Motzo in his aeroplane, 
silenteri the Turkish battery. In the afternoon the enemy’s artillery 
fire was directed on another portion of the Italian line, but still on 
the eastern ride uf our position, Shortly afterwards the m- jai 
attack upon our left was begun, and continued with only slight 
intervals up till 9 o’clock at night. The enemy had taken up a 
position in a house fronting our line from which they were dislodged 
By the nth and nth companies of Grenadiers, supported by a 
section of mountain artillery which completely destroyed the house. 
In all the small engagements of the last few days the Turkish regulars 
have begun to make an appearance, ihe Arabs having protested 
against their remaining in the rear while they (the Arabs) were driven 
on to death. Vesterdav a party of Arabs pillaged a small caravan 
of provisions which was being sent to the Turks, who tried to recover 
it and punish the marauders ; but the Arabs rebelled and showed 
their determination to defend their booty by force of arms, with the 
result that the Turks were obliged to come to terms so as to get even 
a part of the goods. 

11 General Bricdola telegraphs from Bengasi that he has placed 
the town and other places occupied by his division in a state of 
defence. He adds that in consequence of the success of our troops 
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m the small fights of the last few days the Bedouin raiders have 
withdrawn and our authority extendi to the foot of the Barka plateau. 
Information from the plateau «utes that the Turks have taken refuge 
at j £1 Qbiar with a few guns. The tribes in the Bengasi plain are 
showing themselves well disposed towards us. At Dema and Tobruk 
the situation is uncMhged. 

The New Commanders, 

11 General Frugoni and General de Chaurand have arrived at 
Tripoli. General krugoni has taken over the command of the First 
Army Corps. General Geneva retains his civil functions and the 
general command of the whole army of occupation. General Pecon 
Giraldi retains the command of the ist Division' of the First Army 
Corps and General de Chaurand has assumed thft command of the 
2nd Division. 

" Reinforcements of men and munition* continue to arrive 
The spirit of the troops is excellent. The town is resuming its 
normal aspect. In accordance with a decree of the Governor, 
commercial and civil courts were reestablished yesterday ” (Reuter.) 

Rome, November8 

The advance made on Monday by the Italian troops seems to 
have been attended by complete success. The occupation of the 
Hamidieh fort, together with the extension • ms twards of the Italian 
line, should protect the east front fronTfurthcr harassing Attacks on 
the part of the Turka The 63rd Regiment, which particularly 
distinguished itself in Monday’s operations, wa* again in action 
yesterday while engaged in a reconnaissance from Hamidieh to 
Sham Shat. Fighting lasted for about an hour The Italians were 
then reinforced by artillery and the enemy drew off, leaving some 
60 dead on the ground. The Italian casualties wen: light—15 
wounded. 

The Times received the following statement from the Italian 
Embassy 1— 

In the statement issued by the Ottoman Embassy this morning 
it is said that:—“The Italian Premier’s statement cannot be 
considered eulogious of the conduct of the Uersaglien because 
it can be interpreted as a denial that the gallant Bersaglicn fought 
to taath. 11 These false assertions against the incontestable bravery 
of the Italian Bersaglieri forces the Italian Ambassador, under his 
own responsibility, to depart from the attitude or reserve which he 
has observed to the present and to protest with deepest indignation 
and greatest energy against this attempt, contrary to all the rules of 
international courtesy, Lo deceive the public of a neutral country 
by insulting insinuations against the honour of soldiers who, 
treacherously surprised, fell heroically for their King and their 
country, maintaining high and intact their historical reputation 

Rome t November 5. 

A Royal Decree is published to-day, bearing the same date, 

, in which King Victor Emmanuel declares that, 111 virtue *>f Article 
5 of the Constitution, and on the advice of the Premier, the 
t Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the Council of Ministers, he 
proclaims Tripuii&ania and Cyrenatca under tins full and entire 
- sovereignty of the Kingdom or Italy A future law will prescribe 
definitely the methods of administration of those regions, and, 
until such a law has been promulgated, thv* administration will he 
provided for by Royal Decrees. The Decree or today will he 
presented to Parliament for legal ratification. This Decree of 
annexation has been notified by the Marquis di San Giuliano to the 
, Italian representatives abroad in » telegram which also gives reasons 
, for its proclamation. The success of the Italian arms, he says, and 
the overwhelming preponderance of the Italian forces m Tripolitania 
make all further resistance on the part of Turkey vam and ineffectual. 
The formal annexation oft ho country, bv removing Any uncertainty 
from the minds of its inhabitants ns to the ifeuc of the war, will *pnre 
future useless bloodshed and will be the best solution of the present 
situation in the interests of Turkey and of the rest of Kuropr, as well 
as of Italy. Peace founded on thi* basis, it is Lidded, will at the same 
rime remove all cause of dissension between Italy iind Turkey 
and will enable Italy to follow more easily her policy of the 
maintenance of the status quo m the B.ilkan Peninsula, of which 
m ain tenance the consolidation of the Ottoman Empire is an essential 
condition. When once Tripolitania and Cyronaica have ceased lu 
form part of that Empire* Italy will be disposed to consider in a 
liberal spirit of conciliation the best and most honourable means for 
Turkey toward* regulating the consequent is of facts which are now 
irrevocable But Italy will not be able to p ollow out her proposals of 
conciliation if Turkey obstinately persists m prolonging a useless war. 
She trusts, therefore, that the assistance of the Great Powers may be 
given in inducing Turkey 10 take without delay those prudent 
decisions which are best both for her own interest!) and those of the 
civilized world. 

(From thr 11 Times m Correspondent.) 

Constantinople, November j. 

The decision of the Porte 10 favour the prolongation for one 
, year Of the provisional Commercial Convention between Turkey 


and Bulgaria is regarded as a further proof of the good relations 
now prevailing between Sofia aritij Constantinople. 

November 5. 

An official statement has been published to the effect that the 
Ottoman troops and Arabs attacked Homs on 28th October but 
were obliged to desist owing to the fire qf the Italian warships. 

The Turks had seven killed and 40 wounded. 

The War Office announces that 105 Italians were killed. 

Constantinople, November 8. 

In the Turkish Chamber this morning a question was asked 
regarding the alleged Italian atrocities in Tripoli, and the Foreign 
Minister, Assim Bey, said that the Porte had addressed a protest 
to the States signatory of The Hague Convention, and added that 
he believed the inhuman proceedings had now ceased. The Minis¬ 
ter said he desired to express his thanks to the foreign correspond¬ 
ents in Tripoli for having exposed the doings of the Italians. 
—(Reuter). 

The Times was authoritatively informed that the Ottoman 
Government has lodged an official protest with the Powers, signa¬ 
tories of the Convention of the second Conference of The Hague, 
1907, against the execution of Arabs in Tripoli. 

This protest is based on the Convention concerning the laws 
and customs of war on land signed by all the Powers including 
Italy, in 1907. The particular paragraph in support of the protest 
says:— 

The inhabitants and the belligerents remain under the protec¬ 
tion and governance of the principles of the law of nation^, derived 
from the usages established among civilized peoples, from the laws 
of humanity, and from the dictates of the public conscience 

(From the “Heir East" Correspondent) 

Jerusalem , October 32 . 

It has been said that patriotism in Turkey since the establish¬ 
ment of the Constitution has taken on many strange aspects, and the 
saying is certainly a true one as far as this part of the Empire is 
concerned. For since the Revolution of 1908 we have been daily 
witnesses of enthusiastic and patriotic demonstrations on the part of 
the people. We cannot forget the proclamation of the Austrian boy¬ 
cott or the enthusiastic reception or the Committee’s appeal for the 
Turkish fleet And so it is now. Subscriptions have been raised every¬ 
where for aiding in ihc war with Italy, and we read with admiration in 
the pages of the local papers how much each village has contributed to 
the general fund. 

This is something new in Turkey, and the natives are evincing a 
love for their country that has been hitherto dormant 1 have 
heard it said by many, both Christians and Muhammadans, that they 
would be greatly pleased should any of the Powers occupy this 
country; but their deeds contradict their words. It must not lie 
imagined that the subscriptions are forced from the people by 
the Government officials, as was the case in the old rigime. They 
are all quite voluntary. 

(From the "Near Bast" Correspondent.) 

Constantinople , Jri November. 

Although news received to-day leaves no doubt that the Italians 
have been guilty of hideous seventy in Tripoli, it redounds greatly 
to the honour of the Ottomln army that the Minister of War has 
issued orders to the Tripoli garrison forbidding reprisals on > 
prisoners. 

(From the "Daily Chronicle's * Correspondent. 

Constantinople. 

Of the extreme ardour of faith with which the Muhammadans 
fight in their present Holy War against the Italians the following 
incident will give a fair idea News of it has just reached Con¬ 
stantinople, and produces among the Islam population here 
indescribable enthusiasm. .__ 

One hundred and fifty warriors of the tribe or Otimlah made 
a desperate dash upon an Italian vanguard They were successfully 
repulsed by the latter, whose numbers were far superior. Deter¬ 
mined nol to yield, the OurfiUh men firmly bound their feet one * 
to anotheh End swore to hold out as Ion* as the provision of ’ 

cartridge* lasted. The fight ended \n a defeat of the Italians. The 
Moslem commander of the brave 150 had then to cut their fetters. 

(From the "Times" Correspondent) 

Pans, November 5. 

At a Socialist mass meeting which was held today in order to 1 
protest against the Italian action in Tripoli speeches were delivered J/ 
by M. Jaures, M. Vandervelde, the leader of the Belgian SotflUlSt 4 \ 
Party, and other speakers, and^x resolution was adopted condemning ^ 
the alleged methods of repression emoloved against the Arabs. j 

(From the " Times " Correspondent.) v 

' Plans, November 8. 

An official Turkish Red Crescent Marion arrived at Mafeeijhw 
yesterday on in my to Tripoli Since the Turkish Gcwenuw* 
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subscribed to the Geneva Convention equally with Italy the Turkish 
ft MiAsion might have proceeded straight to Tripoli by sea, but for fear 
of complications the Turkish Government preferred to ask leave of 
the French Government for the Mission to enter Tripoli from the 
Tunisian frontier. f This leave has been accorded and the Red 
Oesent Mission is proceeding to Tunis. 

• (From the 11 Times ” Correspondent.) 

Pant % Nwembef A 

Serious disturbances have taken place in the streets of Tunis. 
In order to save an Arab cemetery from desecration the Municipal 
Council of Tunis had decided to draw up title deeds For the ceme¬ 
tery and mark out its boundaries. The project met with strong 
opposition from the Arabs and was accordingly dropped. The pre¬ 
sence at the remetery yesterday monjing of the Sheik El Mcdena, 
President of the Municipal Council, and of a surveyor was misinter¬ 
preted by the Arabs to mean that the scheme had been revived, and 
atones were thrown at them. Policemen came up and were in their 
turn attacked with clubs and revolvers. A sergeant was killed and 
two inspectors and five policemen were injured. A violent affray 
ensued which was quelled by the approach of troops, who fired into 
the air. The rioting broke out again later in different parts of the 
town and was directed mainly against Italians, of whom four were 
killed and five wounded. In addition to the police sergeant, a Mal¬ 
tese and a French postman who was taken for an Italian were killed. 
Ten Arabs were killed and two wounded. 

A later telegram announces that there was a fresh outbreak 
this morning between Arabs and Italians Two of the latter and 
one of tht former were killed By older of the Bey all the native 
newspapers have been suspended except the Zuahra. 

f li Aj.'Balagh," Beirut.) 

Constantinople papers show that a heavy battle look place at 
Bengazi. The Arabs nttacked the Italians from one side and the 
Turks from the other. The attack resulted in the defeat of the 
Italians, who left behind 2,200 in killed and wounded. 

Thirty thousand Arabs under Turkish officers have reached 
Tripoli 

Three Italian quick-firing guns fell into the hands of the 1 urks 
in an unimportant engagement. 

A heavy battle took place at Tripoli between the 30th and 
31st October. Arabs and Turks in great numbers surrounded the 
Italian forces, and the latter were driven back towards the sea The 
retreat was, however, cut off from the tear, and the Italians took 
refuge in houses. The Turk soldiers killed them off one by one. 
The Italian losses were enormous 

The Sheikh of the Senussis has resolved to spend his millions, 
deposited m the hanks of Cairo and other big cities, in the prosecu¬ 
tion of the war. 


A Red Crescent Society has been founded in Egypt under 
the patronage of Sheikh All Yusuf, Editor of Al-Mvaycd, with the 
main object to relieve the wounded. Tlie mother of the Khedive 
' has promised to give a monthly rontnbution of ,£15,000 for four 
months in this work of charity 

* AI-Moaycd received a second telegram on die 29th Oetubei, 
to the effect that on the occasion of the heavy storm and rain, when 
the guns of the Italian fleet weie rendered ineffective, the Turks 
delivered a formidable attack and occupied* three forts in Tripoli 

Aljaridtih (Cairo) received a telegraphic information on the 
30th October that the Turks tod Arabs won back the city of Tripoli 
Seven thousand Italians were taken prisoners. Hundreds of them 
were kilted and wounded. Enormous quantities of supplies and 
ammunition fell into the hands of the Turks. According to a later 
information, the Italian Com uuuider-itj Chief was also taken prisoner 
One hundred and tfrenty guns and countless rifles were* left behind 
■by the Italians. Nine thousand Italian soldiers surrendered in a 
wretched condition. 



The following news have been taken from Al Nnqtqat, At- 
Akrdm, At Balagh % Al-ftiihad, and Al-hhmi y all of which have 
^published them without exception 

1, In the fighting between 23rd and 27th October, 6,000 
Italians were killed and 7,000 taken prisoners. Seventy-five guns 
and 17,000 rifles fell into Turkish hands, 


a. Fifteen thousand volunteers have already reached Tripoli 
; 'from Egypt, and an equAl number is preparing to go. They are 
> Uftder the leadership of Ibrahim Pasha. 

3. / The Sheikh of the SenusBis wrote to the Sultan of Datfour 
for help, who has despatched i6,poo troops. About the same 
number of thq Senussis has already reached Tripoli. These men 
1 ft being taught and drilled by the Turkish officers. 

4. Three hundred camel loads of materials for the wounded 
3)08 been despatched froth Egypt. 

5. The Sheikh of the Senussis has soo,poo ariimali and has 
bis intention to send rations and tftpjflies for his own 


The Ottoman flag has been re-hoisted in Tripoli. The 
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Arabs on the occasion of the attack had swam that they would 
their Jumma prayers in the Tripoli Mosque. 

7. The Turks have sent 15,000 troops for the defence of 
Aegean Islands, and have laid destructive mines in the sea. 

8 . The Turks have ample supplies, which are pouring in from 
every direction. 

9. Twenty thousand Arabs assembled at Hodeidah. Jzxat 
Pasha was also present. The Arabs asked for permission to go as 
volunteers to Tripoli. Izzat Pasha was deeply affected and thanked 
them with tears in his eyes. He has submitted their petition to 
the Porte. 


10. Amir Bin Masood of Nejd has offered the services of the 
young men of his tribe. The Holy War has been preached through¬ 
out Africa and volunteers in thousands are ready to take part in 
the war. 


Feeling in India. 

Urdu and Bengali placards were seen all over Calcutta for the 
last few days asking the Moslems to gather on the Federation Hall 
ground at 2 p.m 011 Saturday last to offer prayers to God for the 
good of the Sultan and it was given out in the Urdu press that 
funds would be collected for the Turks in the meeting. From 1 p.m. 
Moslems wended their way to the Federation Hall ground on the 
Upper Circular Road in spite of a persistent drizzle and threatening 
wcathci Only a short appeal for funds to succour the distressed 
Moslems in Tripoli was made and there were no other speeches. 
Money was collected in a number of wooden chests placed all 
over the ground and every Moslem present paid his quota. 

A very largely attended public meeting of Muhammadans was 
hrld under the auspices of the Central Muhammadan Association of 
Mysore on the night of the 27th November m Lai Bagh, Bangalore, 
at which long speeches were made sympathising with Turkey, 
soliciting help for her in her present plight and inviting subscriptions 
in aid of the fund for suficrcrs by the war Rs. 2,000 was promised 
on the .spot. 


Feeling in Afghanistan. 

A f rontier cmrespondenl states that the Amir has sanctioned 
the opening of subscription lists in aid of the sick and wounded 
Turkish soldiers m Tripoli An officer in the Afghan army is circula¬ 
ting an appeal among the officials, military offirein, and well-to-do 
classes in Kabul 


Feeling in Egypt. 

( From 11 Egypt ”) 

A general meeting of the Ottoman War Fund Committee was 
held on r3th October at Cairo, under the presidency of Prince Omar 
Pasha Toussoun. Sheykh Alt You c sef and Sheykh Sbawish were 
amongst the speakers, and they were entrusted with the task of de¬ 
spatching telegrams asking the help of England and Russia. The 
fund collected by the Alexandria War Fund Committee amounted 
at that date to ££8,047 It is said now to have reached ££50,000. 

A number of notables of Yemen residing in Cairo held a 
meeting, according to the Egyptian Gazette which was attended 
also by many Egyptians, and at which a sum of ££640 was 1 
collected in aid of Turkey and remitted by telegraph to the War 
Vf nister at Constantinople. 

The journal Mnr-al-Falat was suppressed on the 5th October 
by the Government. It had published an article in which it accused 
the latter, m connection with the war, of violating the Firmans which 
bind Egypt to the Ottoman Empire in declaring Egypt's neutrality. 
The Ministers decided on suppression, and the mamnur of the dis¬ 
trict in which Mnr-atFatat is published received the order (0 
execute the decree, which was accordingly done 

ITie Wtitan the Coptic journal, in an article on the 3 urko- 
Italian War, denies that the latter has any religious significance. - 
11 The Copts know perfectlyit says, <f that they have no interest 
whatever in the victory of Italy or the defeat of Turkey. They know 
also, that Italy has declared this war only for her own interest and 
m the interest of her subjects, and not to serve the Christian religion 
or the Christian majority of her population. If the million of 
Mussalmans in Tripoli were Christian Copts they would experience 
the same treatment from Italy .... It is false, then, to say 
that the Copts share the sentiments of the Italians, for the contrary 
is the case. If the Copts wish to exhibit their feelings in the present 
war it is rather with Turkey that they would range themselves, not 
because she is the suzerain power—the Copts hate ail foreign 
suzerainty—but because sbe is the power whose rights have been 
violated and who is attacked. 11 
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What is Wrong with England? 

Bv James Douglaji. 

Wuxi is wruiy^with England ? For weeks I have bceja waiting to 
see her anger flash like fire against the Italian adventure in Tripoli, 
but I have waited in vain Her soul seems to be dead. There does 
not appear to be a spark of moral indignation in her statesmen. She 
is sunk in the cold apathy which paralyses a selfish Europe, Her great 
men are dumb. Most of her newspapers are silent With folded 
hands England averts her gaze from the dcatl^feony of the Arabs, 
whose sole crime is that they love their sands" ana tneir palm-trees. 
Her voice does not thunder against this shame shames. She skulks 
like an accomplice. She coders like an accessory. What is wrong 
with England ? 

14 Terrible retribution indiscriminate slaughter . . . 

human abattoirs . . . the floodgates of battle were opened . 
mdiscriin inale carnage awful retribution One 

hardly knows to what limits the elasticity of the phrase 1 military 
exigencies * will be stretched in the twentieth century." These arc Lhe 
word* of the Times correspondent, He is no rhetorician He is not 
a Pro-Turk. lie does his bent to palliate these horrors on the ground 
of necessity, but he declares that he 41 cannot commend the ruthless 
measures employed." Tl is said that 4,000 men, women and children 
were butchered by the Italians ip three days, “ The memory of this 
awful retribution," says the Times Correspondent, will take long to 
live down " It will never he lived clown. It will brand Italy with 
radcfiblc and everlasting shame It will fill her lovers with the hate 
of h|to and the scorn of scorn. Italia Irredenta is now a phrase 
chflrajed with the sourest irony Italy, indeed, is unredeemed and 
irredeemable 1 

But the blood of the Arabs defiles the whole map of Europe. 
It in* not Italy alone that is smeared with the innocent blood The 
foul ffcd blotch is on all the Christian Powers. Not one of them is 
dean. England, France, Russia, Germany, Austria* they are all 
stricken with blood guiltiness. 'The blood of the Arabs is on the 
lintels of every Chancellery. Downing Street reeks with it It con- 
f . gratis on the Quai d'Orsay. It streams along the Wilhelmstiasyc. It 
? trickles over the Ballplatz. It drips from the Quirinal. It reddens 
, the snows of Petersburg. Yes Europe, Christian Europe, is a den of 
» Cowardly murderers, all in league with each other, and there is not 
' a statesman who has the courage to call upon the conscience of his 
v fellows. 

What England needs and wlmt Europe need* at this hour is u 
Gladstone, but neither in England nor in Europe is there a voire 
L sonorous and stern enough to terrify the murderer* and their moral 
accomplices with threats of human wrath Tolstoy s dead, und there 
is no moral giant left lo prouhesy against these satanic orgies and to 
galvanise Lhe conscience of Christendom into life So low have vie 
sunk that even our professional moralists are either cynically callous 
like Mr. Bernard Shaw, or savagely brutal, like Mr. Chesterton. I 
have never read anything that wounded me more dec ply than Mi 
Chesterton’s aw*ul ode in praise of the Italian aggre^smn It shook 
my faith in the reality of Christianity in behold a rlmstisn pocr 
foaming in a frenry of battle. 

If the Italians had flung themselves upon 'Turkey ui order tn 
avenge the wrongs of a Christian race, if they had dared to meet the 
Turks face to face like men, one might have admired their courage 
[ without despising their hypocrisy But the Arabs of Tripoli are not 
' Christians. They are sons of Islam. To Mr. Chesterton the Arabs 
and the Turks are beasts fit only for the shambles. The fact that 
4 they worship in a mosque and not in u cathedral is, in his eyes, a *in 
that sanctifies thuir slaughter like sheep. The Crescent 1** beyond the 
pale of pity and justice. The Cross 1 an do no w rong. He exults 
lyrically over the slaughter of the infidel, not because the iniVdel has 
dork* Wrong, but wholly and solely because he is an uifldel Rather 
than be a Christian with Mr Chesterton in Fleet Street I would be a 
Turk or oil Arab with Enver Boy in 'Tripoli. 

But Mr. Chesterton’s apostasy k not viler than the apostasy ut 
hiafountrynifttu J It is to me u blistering abominated that the Liberal 
A party Rave played the part of Pontius Pilate in this new Calvary on 
, ;Sriiich the Son of Man is crucified alMi and put to open shame. It 
■vwo* 4 Conservative journal, the Oniiy Graphic, that rebuked Sir 
jBdward Grey far refusing to tpwtk thj v ^d that would have stopped 
1 tWItalian battleship* and spiked the Italian guns. And let it be 
* 4 gnmbmd that the man who dared >o tub our Foreign Minister 
"with the scourge of duty is a Jew. Mr. Lucien Wolf is not a 
jfihrlstian, but I say his example ought to shame Mr, Chesterton. 

9 Out poltroons defend the passivity of Sir Edward Grey by urging the 
'peril of war. Why should a Grey lie afraid to utter the worn wliteh 
^waj uttered by a Granville and a Salisbury when llie naval might of 
. 1 England wu not a tithe of what it is to-day ? 

, * Again, why should we have the pluck to risk wnr over Morocco 
i arid Agadir and not over Tripoli } In the one case, oor cause was sdftsk 
In the other, it was selfless. In the one case, it divided Europe . 4 
\ In the other case, it would have united Europe. For m ddtoee of 
Tripoli we could have appealed to solemn treaties signed bytll 
; the Powers, signed even by Italy herself. We could have mobilised 


ihe whole conscience of the world against an outrage cm the Hague; 
(Tribunal and the very elements pf international jaw. Against such 
[an appeal all the pirate Powers would nave been poweifeu. With 
< right and truth and humanity behind their guns, oUr battleships 
j could have saved Europe from a black orgy of base brutality that 
\has no parallel within the memory of man. I say nothing of oUr 
, interests, though here they march With our duties to God and man. 

The Italian Censorship, lie* like a leprous pall over the Arab 
corpses, dad in white raiment, that taint the air in Tripoli. But is 
; there only an Italian Censorship ? Is there not an English Censor- 
' ship ? Is not the House of Commons gagged as no House of 
} Commons in our annals has ever been gagged ? Not a whisper 
1 breaks the evil silence which reigns in Westminster. All the factions 
are leagued together in a league of hell. The Ministerial benches 
are thronged with recreants. The Labour benches are upholstered 
1 With cowards. The Opposition is mute. Even the Insh are muzzled. 
Why ? Because we have not in England a statesman big enough to- 
set the nation on fire. The only man who has risen to the enris is 
Mr. Stead He it was who roused the North of England in 1876, 
and 1 predict that he will rouse England again, if England has in 
her the fierce soul sh* had of old. Once England is roused, Grey 
must act or Grey must go ^ 

Why the Turks Retreated. 

(By Francis McCum.agh.) 

Tripoli, October 20. 

These Italian soldiers know little of the task to which they have 
set their hands. Boy Scouts would know tnore of scouting. Cockney 
trippers would know more of war. What endless damage the 
Turks could have* inflated on them! Hidden behind walls and 
houses and clumps of earth, concealed in ravines and narrow lanes, 
they could have waited for the Italian sailors to land, and could 
have picked off great numbers of them as they did so. There are 
only 1,000 blue jackets in all against 10,000 Turks and Arabs, 
and, once the blue-jackets had entered the town, the fleet could 
not well continue to bombard it. 

That Lhe Turks retreated, practically without firing a 
shot, is due, not to their inefficiency but to their human 
ity. It was Rome, which, in her mad greed, was inhumane. It 
was Stamboul which was merciful. This statement may seem 
incredible, but 1 have it on the best authority. lake a 
Byromc hero, the Tripolitan Turk has left a name at which the 
world grows pale, a name linked with one virtue and a thousand 
crimes, lhe one virtue came at the last moment, but it was 
nevertheless a virtue. Two of the Consuls went by night to the 
citadel and implored the Turkish leader to leave quietly for the 
sake of women and children, and thus spare the town of the 
horrors of a prolonged bombardment. The Ottoman General 
was grimly determined, however, to dispute every inch of ground 
and to perish with his men beneath the mines of Tripoli In thia 
desperate resolve he was supported by all his officers, ti of whom 
were present at this conference. Any one who knows the Turkish 
snJdier, any one who has read the heroic story of Plevna and Silistna, 
a til readily admit the Osmanli soldiers were quite capable of this 
heroism. The Consuls recognized with horror that thev stood in the 
presence of men who had already passed through the terrors Which 
guard the gate of death, and keep most ot us as far m we can get 
from that awful portal. They begged the Ottoman leader to change 
his mind They pointed out how thousands of innocent lives would 
inevitably be sacrificed if he did not do so. One of the Turkish 
soldiers replied bitterly : 11 You always speak of humanity when. 
Christian lives are in danger. When Turkish lives are in peril pu 
never use the word." < 

The discussion continued all night, finally when roundly aqcu*d 
of sheltering himself behind women and children. tfr6 Turkish Gewirti 
gave way, and promised to leave after little more than a formal 
protest against the Italian landing. He burst into bitter tears as be 
gave this undratokiug, and remarked tbit the Italians riftU 
certainly impute his action to cowardice. This is exactly what these 
chivalrous foes have done. I was talking the other day to & yew 
officer at the front, who loudly asserted toot the Turks had fled like 
mad men when they heard the big guns of the warships. It was 
on ungenerous remark for any soldier to make of a bravfc opponent 
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i MUQst the moral ascendancy over their party which that grant 
M ? Eider claimed." Sir Edward Grey, hb continues, has long ceased 
▼ 4 to satisfy Liberalism. He has 11 studiously avoided all debate, 
fall statement, all information," and for the reason that 11 he dared 
/ not speak, that there was too much to conceal, which, if put to 
l the verdict even *f a sipgularly loyal party, would have provoked 
\ division and resentment.” 

• Mr. Harold Spender is equally angry. “ The massacre of Tripoli 

it likely to be followed by the massacre of the private member. 11 
The machinery of question and answer is, he points out, the solitary 
* remaining method by which an emergency question can be raised 
' in the House of Commons. And how do the Government treat 
, this last privilege of the private member ? A private member asks 
1 A question—a question often clumsy in form and perhaps rough m 
expression, but always voicing a public sentiment. The Minister 
rises, deprecates the question, hint* at the danger of international 
peace, draws a volley of cheers, and—the private member is 
crushed flat. Sometimes he puts up some kind of fight. But 
he is met by, a combination of anger from both Liberals and 
Tories above the gangway which soon drives him from the unequal 
combat, Such a state of affairs, no doubt, removes a great 
many awkward comers. The remarkable thing is that it is 
only possible when a Liberal Goi eminent is m power For if the 
Tones were in office the very same men who are now rebuking the 
questioners would be the first to ask the questions ” 


A Tragedy of the War. 

Tub war between Italy and Turkey has led to a tragedy of 
an unusual nature In St Petersburgh an Ottoman jprl Tatwa 
Komiko was receiving her education As soon as hostilities began 
the young lady prepared to return to her couqfry, but as funds 
were wanting, her departure was delayed Then came the announce¬ 
ment of the fall of Tripoli, with the result that the girl was in a 
state of despair, she seemed to think that her country would never 
recover itself. She said she could never survive the disaster, 
and her friends kept her under close surveillance The girl, 

however, managed to evade her guardians and threw heiself out 
of a window, just before her death she regained consciousness 
and was able. to murmur, 11 1 cannot survive my country’s 
* misfortune. I wish to die.” 




Italian Atrocities. 

With regard to the charges of the killing of Arabs by Italians 
at Tripoli, the following signed statement is printed by the Daily 
Mail — 

Tripoli ^ Ociobct J(V. 

Yesterday, 37th October, juxotti| lamed by Mr. Davis of the 
Morning Pjst and Mr Grant of tin iJmly itf/iw, I rode -mt to 
khe Italian advanced pasts to inspect the hue and 10 call on an officer 
the Bcrsaglien. We took the main rood past tin- i.avulry barracks 
j jfjiich brings you out into the desert a little to til** south-eaiA of the 
Vttbmdiana waterworks. I have often ridden over this road quite 
unarcompaniid ever since the Italian <x'cupaiion of Tripoli, find 
dining these rides T have passed a great number of Arab men, 
women, and children who live in the oasis to the south of the town. 
On one occasion when it was almost dark T was lost when returning 
from due outposts and an old Arab woman tvme out of her huuse 
raid showed me the road of her own accord. 

During my frequent excursions throughout all parts of the oasis 
] oev4r saw on armed Arab and never met one who thawed me the 
stightrat hostility or incivility. Ever since the oocupateHi of the town 
thn road has beendhe main ime of comtquniratHwi with the outpost* 
err the fringe of the desert and immense numbers of soldiers pass and 
repass thpre every day. The Arabs olwavs seemed to be on excel¬ 
lent, terms with the troops and did a lively trade in dates, prickly 
mitSr sweets, tobacco, beer, etc. I never saw or heard of arty 
iipUr or disorder. I quote these facts to show the state of affair? 
w£kh existed h Tripoli previous to the outbreak of 33rd October. 

Thp causes which brought about the deplorable event f am 
About to relate I shalTnot deal with hera because they art: available 
ftmp many sources, but m approximating the amount of blame 
* whkh mu.st attach to the Italian military authorities it is only fair to 
£9$ tfaem the fullest consideration. 

Boys shot without trial. 

f On leaving the town the first object which met our eyes was a 
f group oL&oih 50 to 7° mtn *nd boy* who had been caught in the 
temp ontheprevwnw day or on 2 5th October and shot without trial 
of ahy soit The majority of diem were caught without arms and 
imt executed under> gfoeml order issued by the GovemonGeneral, 
jfmAtk Gatova, to exterminate all Arah* found in Tripoli, or in the 
~ ip Utejr had been led to this spot with tUdrhpds tied behind 
if backs arid shot down ihdi^rimm&tely. Thisy masg of corpses 
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lying in all attitudes in a solid mass piled on one another could not, 
have covered a space greater than 15 yards wide to 5 deep. I was 
not present when this batch were shot, but it was witnessed by Mr* 
M’Cullagh, oT the New York Wot Id } and by other correspondents, 
whose testimony is irrefutable as to the brutal manner in which it f 
was earned out. However, I do not intend to give the details hero 
as I am only dealing with those cases which come under my own 
observation. 

The next object which struck our eyes was the body of a very 
old man lying in the centre of the road. From the attitude in which 
he lay he had evidently been shut while running or walking up the 
road. Every few yards we came across fresh corpses lying in evere 
conceivable attitude just where they had been shot down, but dot all, 
had been killed in this manner, for some bore evident traces of ’ 
having been bayoneted or clubbed to death with the butt-ends of ► 
rifles. Many had evidently only been wounded and had crawled ta \ 
the side of the road, there tn die. 

The road from the town to the desert, which had formerly been j 
alive with Arabs—men, women, and children— was now completely * 
deserted except for the dead The houses on either side had been *, 
broken into and their occupants murdered therein or token outside 
and shot In the side tracks running off from the main road were 
many bodies, some lying alone, others in small groups, and in one ; 
spot lay two Jews who had shared the fate of almost all the 
inhabitants of the outlying gardens and houses. 

Dunng our whole progress over a distance of two miles we never 1 
saw a single living Arab—man, woman, or child Lying just outride \ 
the outpost line was another group of about fifty men and boys who 
had evidently been taken out there 011 the previous day and start; em 
masse. Several of them had been bayoneted or slashed with swords, ’ 
and one man had his head completely smashed in—a wound which > 
could only have been inflicted by the butt-end of a rifle 
■■ Pot Shots” at the Innocent. ^ 

Then we rode 0.1 out to the lines of the Bersaglien, who were 
holding a position known as a lort, but wc did not stay there 1 ob& 
because the Uoops had received orders to evacuate their position and 
to take up another closer to the town. The fort was thus abandoned 
and blown up. At the same time another position, a largo white 
budding known, I think, as the Agricultural College, was abandoned 
by the Italians. It had been held ever since the occupation cf 
Tnpoli, and there were several Arabs who stayed there with the troops 
fetching ttani water or grazing goats in the desert just beyond, 
returning to the lines at nightfall. I have also frequently seen a 
number of children round this building. 

Now, these m<m mold not have been guilty of an attack an 
the Italians, because they had been living under their observation 
ever since the occupation, Rnd bad they been guilty they should have 
been shot on the 23rd, the day of the outbreak m the town, and should 
certainly not have been allowed to roam in and out perfectly free for 
four days. When the troops evacuated the position one of these 
Arabs followed them, evidently intending to accompany them into 
the town for safety. Suddenly, when he was only about thirty yards 
away, about a doyen soldiers turned round and commenced to tike 
pot shots at him. He attempted to run for shelter behind care of 
the evacuated entrenchments, but he was evidently wounded, for 
he could only walk. Then one of the soldiers had another shot, 
and he fell. They closed in on him, but he was evidently dead, for 
there was no further firing. This I will call for reference 
“ Case No. 1. ” 

Case No 2 was that of another very old Arab. He had beeq^rittidg 
most of the afternoon up against the wall of the college and saw what p a ra - 
cxJ He made no effort to escape, and the soldiers went back and shoe ^ 
him in like manner from a considerable distance as he sat again* the 
wall with his head bowed as if too weary of life or apathetic to survive 
the massacre of his friends and relatives. Then we rode past the mass 
of bodies lying just in front of the trenches. A party wu at work 
digging a trench in which to bury them. Soldiers and sailors and . 
somp Italian Journalists were standing round. There was talking and 
laughing and photographs were being taken. Then we once more 
took the same road past the cavalry barracks leading to the town. 

Wounded left to die. 

Case No. 3.—Suddenly we heard a shot and saw a figure emerge f t 
from a house and apparently fall m the middle of the road abort* teto j ' 
hundred yards ahead of us. Mr. Grant said to me : 11 Look*, I J 
believe there is a soldier or an Arab lying down to take a shot at MS'" 

I replied: 11 No, I don't think so, I don't know what it is, but I oertafa^ 
ly saw it move.” Then we rode up and we saw an Arab cloak lying 
in the road out of which had crawled a young Arab to a cottage to the 
right of the road. He was lying by the door and was bleeding pro¬ 
fusely and near death, so it seemed to me Hoaxing our approach, 
he had evidently tried to crawl for shelter. 

Just then an Arab woman, doubtless his wife, came running from 
the cottage from which he had first emerged from the left of the 
lead with a bowl in her hand, but when she saw us coming 
she ran in again. We could do nothing, so we passed on 
wondering who had shot foe man, as we had seen no soldiers, but 
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rounding a tend, w came upon a detachment under an officer. It 
uah they who had taken him ftom his house and shot him before the 
eyes Of his wife and then left him to die by the roadside. 

Cases 4 i k and 6—Just as we reached this detachment they 
met three perfectly harmless-looking Arabs walking up the road, and 
carrying no weapons. They were clad in clean while robes, and evi¬ 
dently men of high class. It was obvious at a glance that they were 
not men of the fighting c ass, but peaceful and well-to-do owners of 
property in the oasis, and the last men to risk their lives and their 
property in a futile insurrection. One of them looked about 50 years 
of age and another about 30, and the third' was a youth in his 
teens, 1 should judge. But appearances availed them naught They 
were seized by order of the officer, and witl^ut a word of interroga¬ 
tion or explanation, for the Italians had no interpreter with them, un¬ 
less one of their own number could speak Arabic, an extremely un¬ 
likely contingency, they were taken inside a cottage and shot against 
the wall not by a regular vollty, but by a series of isolated shots 

These are the six instances of men being shot before my eyes on 
the fourth day after the so-called insurrection. 

Although there was no fighting on the afternoon of 271I1 October, 
there was continual firing in al 1 parts of the ruisis This was entirely 
produced hy small bodies of soldiers, in many instances without 
officers, roaming throughout and indisi nmiiutcly massacring all whom 
they met. We must have passed the bodies of over one hundred 
pennons on this one high road, and as similar scenes wuo tnactcd 
throughout the length and bieadth of the oasis some estimate o( the 
numbers of innocent men, women, and t hildren, who were butchered 
doubtless with many who were guilty of aUutVmg the Il.iii.in tr<x»p$ 
in the rear, may he appreciated 

General Caneva'i Reply. 

lw reply to 1 these charges, General (.anusa replies ils follows in 
the Datfy Alail 

11 If any reprouch can be brought against us it can only he that 
we have erred on the side of too much consideration and indul¬ 
gence towards the natives A clear den ion si ration or this nuy he 
keen from the commanders orders mid declarations, 111 which our 
soldiers were socially counselled and advised to treat the Arabs on 
the friendliest Iuthm and Lo icspeet their prunipks, cuitoms, idi- 
gioD, and their women. 

11 Since the day of landing the Governor lias distributed money, 
hundreds of tons of coin, nuts, and bread to the pnoi. 

11 The Arahs were informed by public criers ihul for all rifles 
brought by the .steamer Derua and distributed by the Turks. 10 
francs each would I*; paid for those returned. In fact, 2,000 of the 
rifles have been lcLurucd and puid for by us 

"Hundreds of local labourers were engaged lor the work of 
landing bflggB^e and stores and received ginaim* iwynnut. Wl 
even gave lick arms to natives for their protection in the country. 
These natives wen: allowed to puss in and out through our trench* 4 
The Arab caravans passed unmolested through our lines 

"On sjrd Ortohei, the Turks, together wiLh n Hr*e number of 
mounted natives and about 5,000 Arabs, all armed with Mausers, 
Attacked our lines and front in various places The town Arahs 
am) those of the oasis, suddenly producing more rifles, attai ked us 
at our back. In many instance* these attacks wore of u most treach¬ 
erous kind, the Arab workmen and labourers employed by us 
bring the most prominent amou^ the nttackr rs, auodenlv throwing 
down their tools and taking up rifles against us Amta, with rifles 
hidden under their lipraiAns (garments) did not hesitate to walk up 
quietly to within a few yartfc of our soldiers mid tin n fire or. thei.i 
Even women coucepJed borond budies and trees fired on us. 

"In consequence of this treacherous treatment, not only our soldiers 
in the lines were shot but also the Ambulance Corps, the Field 
Ambulance, and the Red Cross :>irk ami wounded wl re trencher- 
ouity shot-at and done to death with daggers. 

" Shortly afterwards in the town shots were fired from the u-ofb 
and windows on mu snider** and loud cries were raised ip order lu 
excite the population to revolt against the mfuleN. 

11 It was therefore newssary and n duty to guarantee at once our 
safety and the safety of the town. Consequently stringent and severe 
methods Wfre at once put into force'. We decided lo shoot every 
man who fired against us, and all JkMl' who Mill persisted m retain 
ing arms and ammunition in the face »»t our ^ xpressed orders ( jko- 
claimed by enm 111 town and country md pi m ted notices in Arabic 
published days before) were arrested and taken as prisoners of war 
to Italy. All citisena were ordered to keep within doors to clear the 
streets in the event of a general rising and massacre. 

11 As a further proof of our humane methods it will suffice for 
die to state that every liberty and facility has been qiven to news¬ 
paper correspondents of all nationalities, who number not fewer 
than eighty and who were all able personally to witness the above - 
events in every detail. Foreign correspondents, not only Italian, 
have testified and admired the discipline and kindness extended 


to the natives by our soldiers, who have even adoptedohHdress 
abandoned by their parents in the oasis and are nudntahung them/ 

Ambulance Corps slaughtered. 

Italian allegations of Arab barbarity to the wounded occur in 
a despatch to the New York Herald. T^e write! says :— 

" I have seen old men, cripples, and youths skulking at the 
corners of narrow lanes and ambushed behind shrubbery, firing 
at the Italian soldiers. Four men attached to the Ambulance 
Corps were killed near the cavalry burracks by two women who 
fired from a cottage opposite. Numbers of women have been 
captured with cartridges concealed about their person. 

11 1 withdrew from a heap of dead bodies a child of twelve 
years of age He was seriously wounded, and I took him to 
hospital. He belonged to a family that had made a barricade out 
of a heap of ruins. Sheltered behind it, all of them, even the 
women, had been firing along the Bu Me liana route with the 
wildest savagery This terrible nest of assassins, without distinction, 
was destroyed from a distance by the troops 

11 Certainly, the repression was severe, hut the Arabs have been 
guilty of treachery in its frost repugnant forms. The Bersaglieri 
had often given their rations to the very people who on the 93rd 
sprang upon them The first *0 be attacked were the ambulances. 
The Arabs slew with fiendish cruelty the surgeons and all assistants 
wearing the Red Cross badge, which was regarded as a sgn of tlic 
Christian priesthood All the members of the Rome ambulance 
fell in this way. 

41 After stopping the wounded, the Arabs killed them and atroci¬ 
ously mutilated the bodits. It is impossible to describe in 
a newspaper the fearful sights I hme witnessed.” 


The Rights of the Invaded. 

Thk butcheries in 'Tripoli are a terrible business. Far more 
shocking to my mind, however, is the assumption which seems to 

underlie all Lhc comment., upon them- even the most indignant_ 

that there may be some shadow ol justification for lliem in overpower¬ 
ing nulitan exigency, and that at all events they have the I,aw of War 
on their side Thin assumption, which even Mr. Trevelyan seems to 
share, -s little less than an atrocity m itself, and it ought not to be 
allowed to pass without protest Civilised pugnacity is happily not 
quite so bad as it is here pictured. If the Italians have done what 
lhey ai' alleged lu have done, they have certainly not the law, qud 
law, of civilised warfare cm their side It is tme that .some of the 
Great Towers—Russia and Germany, for mstancr—lake the harsher 
t iow, but the prmnplc they advocate has never Iwcn embodied in 
Treaty law, and hitherto Italy herself has loyally assisted Great 
Uritain and France in resisting its acceptance 

The story of the diplomatic negotiations on this head may be 
worth recalling, if only as a corrective lo the cynics 

In the old days, when nationalities scarcely existed outside their 
embodiment in kings and priests, and States were fashioned and wars 
waged chiefly Lo serve dynastic or religious interests, rhe notion that 
on invaded people had rights of any kind was of the faintest. Wars 
v/i re generally conceived and conducted for conquest, and heoce 
dierc was no necessity to assume a distinction between the rights of 
military occupation and those of annexation. The result was a 
generally accepted idea that once any porrion of a foreign country was- 
invaded and occupied, the inhabitants became j pso facto assimilated 
to the subjects of live invader, and hence had no right of patriotic 
resistance at all, while even outside the limits of actual occupation 
nun-pmfesMonal combatants were treated id the same way. This state 
of things lasted until 1874 Meanwhile some doubts as to the 
legitimacy of the prevailing theory had arisen, 'chiefly among the 
smaller States, and as a consequence of Napoleon's drastic Lambaidy 
decrees and more particularly of the ruthless insistence on the old 
disabilities of the invaded by Germany during the war of /87a By 
way of conciliating the public feeling thus aroused, the Russian 
Government proposed in 1874 a Conference on the Rules of Military 
Warfare. At first it was thought that the idea of the Tsar was to help 
the cause of the patriots and the humanitarians. It soon appeared, 
however, that his main object was to effect a compromise, which in 
the balance w ould strengthen the position of the great military states 

At the Conference, which duly rpet in Brussels in July 1874* 
the battle raged round the precise questions raised by the alleged 
Italian excesses in Tripoli. The Russian and German (Wmments 
both proposed to concede the legalisation of the ms masse 
outside the limits of occupied territory, but within thbse bmita they 
insisted on the enforcement of the old rule. 1 This notwithstanding 
that it was acknowledged on all hands that occ u pation ujust in its 
essence be transitory and that it cannot be traftsfbmed into 
annexation by the mere sic v6h pf the occupant. In tb* original 
draft convention submitted to the Conference by Buxton Itpifaujift 
Russian representative!, the chum of the grad military hfltigfk 
this head was thus formulated ^ 
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m Individuals belonging to the population of 4 country, in which 
M the enemy 1 * power is ahMady established, who shall rise in arms 
, against them, may be handed over to justice, and are not regarded 
as prisoners of war. 9 

With this proposal the smaller States refused to agree, and they 
were supported iJy Great Britain, France, and Italy. Attempts at 
a compromise were made, but they were fruitless, and the upshot 
• was that the proposed clause was dropped. 

Although this left the Powers free to apply the old lule in all its 
primitive ferocity, if they so pleased, it had at any rate the compen¬ 
sating effect of showing that the rule was no longer an uncontented 
principle of international tow. On this head some of the protests at 
the Conference are worth quoting. Here is what Baron Baude said 
on behalf of France:— 

11 Occupation does not constitute the right of possession. As 
long as a treaty of peace has not ceded an occupied country to the 
occupier, the inhabitants of the country are by right, if not in fact, 
subject to the laws which governed them before occupation, and it 
appears a strong measure to place them, so to speak, beyond the pale 
Of the law. If, therefore, they rise, an armed resistance may be 
offered to them; if they be vanquished they cannot be treated 
otherwise than as belligerents." 

The Dutch protest, which I«orri Derby publicly piaised, was not 
Jess emphatic:— 

u No country can possibly admit that if the population of a dr 
Jacto occupied district rise in arms against the established authority 
of [the invader, they should be subject to the laws of war m force in 
the occupying army . . Holland repudiates the idea of any Govern¬ 
ment contemplating the delivering over in advance to the justice of 
the enemy men who from patriotic motives and at Lheir own risk 
might expose themselves to all the dangers consequent upon a rising. 

If citizens are to be sacrificed for having attempted to defend their 
country at the peril of their lives, they need not find inscribed on the 
post at the which they are about to he shot the article of a treaty 
signed by their own Government, which had in advance condemned 
lhem to death." 


In this view Switzerland concurred, her representative refusing to 
“admit that a population should be handed over as rnmmals to 
justice for having taken up aims against the enemy 1 The Italian 
protests were less rhetoncal, but Baron Blunt took tare to reserve 
the cases not dealt with in the proposed Cunvtnuon, wh'le it was on 
the motion of his colleague, Count l^anza, thal the Rjsso-Gurnun 
clause was eventually rejected. 

Notwithstanding this important amendment, the Convention, as 
ultimately adopted, was still calculated lo operate very oppressively in 
favour of big battalions and on this ground Lord Derby refused to 
lahfy i r It consequently fell to the ground Lord Derby, 111 a very 
sir iking despatch, reviewed iht whole proceedings of the Conference, 
and emphatically declared himself on the sid'- of the small Stales on 
the question of risings in occupied territory Here is his own sum- 
man 7 British policy on the subjec t — 

11 Above all, Her Majesty’s Govcmmuii refuse tn be a piurl> to 
any agreement, the effect of which would be to facilitate aggressive 
wans, and to paralyse the p^iriulic resistance of ar invaded people. 11 

The question was not allowed to rest 111 U.e jh satisfactory state 
m which it was left by the Brussels Conference*. At the Hague 
Conference of 1899 it was again taWi in hand, anu thu time the lead 
was taken by Great Britian on the bails oi 1 <ord Derby’s statement nf 
policy in 1874. Owing to the continued resistance of the great 
military stales it was not found possible' to establish the rights 
oi the invaded in the precise form desired by the smaller Slates, 
bur a compromise was arrived at which was understood at (he 
tune to afford a sufficient guarantee against -such punitive excesses as 
the Italians are alleged to have committed in Tripoli This was the 
result of a proposal brought forward by the Uril.Lh deltgaic, Sii John 
A'dagh, to add a fresh article to the Chapter “ On the Qualifications 
of Belligerents ” (Arts. I. and II.) whjch for the purposes of the new 
Convention had been borrowed textually from the abortive Conven¬ 
tion of 1874. This article ran as follows 

u Nothing in this chapter shall be considered as tending to 
-dtarinjih or suppicss the right which belongs to ihe population oJ an 
fowled country to patriotically oppose the most energetic resistance 
to their invaders, by every legitimate means.” 


Sir John Ardagh did not disguise from the Conference that 
the object of thu article was to insure a measure of belligerent 
right to risings in occupied territories, and in this sense it was dis¬ 
cussed. The Conference, however, was as hopelessly divided upon 
it as the preceding Conference had been on the affirmative proposal 
tff the Russian and Germ an Governments. Ultimately it was agreed 
that the proposal should be withdrawn, and that in its stead the 
following paragraph should be inserted in the preamble of the Con- 
venticto 

11 It has pot been possible to agree forthwith on provisions em- 
bndng all the circumstances which occur in practice. On the other 
hand, it could not be intended by the high contracting parties that 
ft* art* pot provided for should, for want of a writtepf provision, be 
IcA to the arbitrary judgment of the military commanders. Until a 
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more complete code of the laws of war is issued, the high contfactmg 
parties think it right to declare that in cases not included in tne 
regulations adopted by them, populations and belligerents remain 
under the protection and empire of the principles of international 
law, as they result from the usages established between civilised 
nations, from the laws of humanity, and the requirements 0/ the 
public conscience, they declare that it is in this sense especially that 
Articles I. and II. of the regulations adopted mut be understood 

This was accepted by Sir John Ard&gh for the double reason 
that it was beter than nothing and because the President stated, with 
the concurrence of the whole Conference, that Lhc new formula meant 
precisely the same thing, and was as binding ns the British proposal, 
with the sole difference that it left a certain necessary discretion 
to the commanders of invading armies in exceptionally hard cases. 

It should be added that here again the British attitude received 
in principle the support of the Italian representative and that Count 
Nigra even suggested the insertion of Sir John Ardaghs proposal 
in the final prototul as a gloss on the preamble 

Al the second Hague Conference, when the Convention was 
revised, no changes were made in the preamble or in the chapters on 
Belligerency and Occupations so far as the right of patriotic defence 
was concerned. The law on the subject is consequently still re¬ 
presented by the Ardagh compromise, which virtually admits the 
legitimacy or risings 111 occupied tunuory, and requires that their 
suppression shall at any rate he regulated hy “ the law> of humanity 
and the requirements of Lhc public conscience ” 

One word in conclusion on Lhc question of reprisals Assuming 
that risings m occupied territories arc contrary to the Rules of War, 
arc reprisals, as distinct from judicial punishment, legal ? This ques¬ 
tion is important because it appears that in Tripoli there was scarcely 
any pretence at judicial punishment, the Arabs being shot dawn 
without trial or investigation of any kind, and less on account of their 
alleged misdeeds than as a deterrent to the whole native population, 

The answer Lo this question is that reprisals have no sanction in 
Treaty Law. Russia attempted lo secure their recognition 111 the 
abortive Convention of 1874, but failed, and since then no effort has 
been made to legalise thtm either by the two Hague Confer! nces or 
hy any other international negotiation. To them, consequently, Lhe 
preamble uf the Conventions of 1809 and 1908 apply . that is to say, 
that if they arc resorted to, it must be in accordance with 11 the laws 
of humanity and the requirements of the public conscience " This* at 
any rate, kv? hitherto been the view of Italy, who in 1874 cordially 
supported Liu* Belgian proposal Lhat since the principle of reprisals was 
lt odious,” the Russian draft article should he “ sacrificed on the iltar 
of humility.” Count lanza, moreover, expressed thu opinion thal 
11 fine** should constitute the only means formally recognised of punish¬ 
ing s inlations of the laws and cusioms of war," and he furthermore 
stated emphatically on behalf of the Cabinet of Rome thnL “the * 
violation of the laws ,nf war hy one of the parties cannot release the , 
other from its obligations lo observe them.” \ 

These are irreproachable sentiments, and it remains to he seen \ 
how the) liavi been acted upon in Tripoli 

Lucikn Wolf in The Xthun 


Dr. Dillon on Islam. 

Tiih problem formed by a mixture of Islam and Constitu¬ 
tionalism, of cultured nationalists hungering for equal rights and of an 
uncultured tribe e.idcavounng to assimilate them, is insoluble , and 
as the existence of the Empire depends on its finding the right 
answer to this Sphinx question, one may well feel apprehensive for 
the late of Turkey 'I he great powers arc shaping their respective „ 
schemes in view of die various contingencies that may arise But 1 
the main causes of Turkey’s ailment lie deeper I would sum them '/* 
up as Islam, and all that Islam in the twentieth century involves, 

Islam is a theocracy—Government by God in Heaven, repre¬ 
sented by His human shadow upon earth, who rules in accordance 
with the Inspired Word- It is based upon inequality. The true' 
believers are the full fledged citizens, or privileged subjects ; the 
unbelievers arc mere steerage passengers in the tbeociatic ship oft 
Stale Moreover, afl the woid is derived from the sacred writings, it, 
can be applied folly only to the faithful who believe in those writings \ 

The unbelievers have their own Scriptures. Hence, unity can no ? 
more exist among the various elements of the population than equality. ■. 

Zeal for religion is the highest civic virtue conceivable by a true t 
Moslem j but us existence is not reconcilable with religious equality, J 
hardly even with religious toleration. Can these theories be said to 1 
harmonise with the doctriues of Constitutionalism ? And, to pass from * 
theory to practice, can the feeling of hatred or contempt for the ] 
Giaour be effectually suppressed with decanonising the Koran which ? 
is its sacred source ? J 

To all those questions there is but one answer, and it is fatal ; 
the theory of a Constitutional Turkey. Fire and water will not coalesce | 
in politics any more easily than in physics. The Synthesis of* 
Contradictories is more difficult to effect than the transmutation of 
metals. 
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Indian Mussalmans and the War. 


TMi situation for this country, it was declared, was exceed¬ 
ingly embarrassing and dangerous op account of the Urge number of 
Muhammadans aritbin the umpire. We do not need to be reminded 
rhat the King-Emperor counts nraft Moslems as his subjects than 
the Sultep of Turkey, but this argument cuts both vays. If they are 
hut faithful loyal subjects it is a contradiction in terms to appeal to the 
Mamie solidarity as a justification for our interfering in ft matter that 
does not cmrem us, and which we have always regarded among the 
things that must some day inevitably happen. Hut the Muhammadan 
'leaders here god in India exclaim that Italy has declared an unpro¬ 
voked and imjust war on Turkey, and that if we do not hasten to 
i extricate the Sultan from his difficulty by quarrelling with our 
^excellent friends the Italians, we shall forfeit their esteem. We may 
Reasonably hope that the Indian Muhammadans have more sense than 
Uo act so childishly. We ourselves have had to wage war against 
'Sunni Mussalmans, and to invade their territory as in Afghanistan. 
T We have several times had to warn the Porte itself that encroach 
i ments at Knweit and in the Sinai peninsula would entail our declar- 
,ing wav on Turkey. We are in practical possession of Egyptian 
' (old Turkish possession. We smashed the Khalifa, who was certainly 
\ pillar of Islam. We did all these things without forfeiting the 
’loyalty of India, and yet in comparison with any one of them flu? 
^Italian descent on Tripoli is a small affair. How could we with any 

S ice at all say to Italy, 11 You arc doing a very wicked thing in 
'ripoli ” when we have ourselves done far worse ? The Indian 
Muhammadans must show a little of that good common sense which 
has been so conspicuously absent at Constantinople. 

It will do the Indian Muhammadans no harm to ask them to 
seriously consider some simple facts. As British fellow-subjects we 
have a great deal of good feeling towards them, and we have rejoiced 
ut seeing evidence that they were going to devote their attention to 
educational questions so that they might raise their community socially 
and intellectually. But we can have no sympathy whatever with pan 
IslamitfW, which would be the gravest possible menace to the British 
Empire, and wc must firmly repel the suggestion that because thr 
Turks arc of the same creed as the Indian Muhammadans there la 
my tall on us to go and help them through their troubles, whether 
our general policy paints that way or not. The contrary is nearer 
the truth, and it might be argued that in expecting u* to intervene 
in an affair which does not primarily concern us these Muhammadan 
leaders arc themselves committing a kind of veiled treason to the 
British Empire, under which they enjoy so many advantages that 
thnr Turk co-religionists do not duire. 

Ixt us, however, offer them such consolation as *he situation 
justifies- The loss of Tripoli will not make Turkey any the poorer 
or weaker II wf.l close an outlet for wastrd force The 
Muhammadan population of Tripoli will he juu as free to follow their 
religious exercises under Italian rule as they were under Turkish. 
The? will have ihr advantage of lighter taxation, and as Italy will 
saim’ulate trade and industry there will be more i wney to pay i*. It 
cannot be doubted that the Tripolitans will he vrry much the gainers 

by the Italian annexation, just as has happened in those parts of 
old Muslim cmpites wluch have passed under the sways of England 
and France. But the Muhammadans are uot satisfied witli material 
considerations. They put forward a claim for moral injury The 
dignity of the Sultan hju been ahased, and the descent on Tripol. is 
represented as the first sumo in a drama which is to witness the 
expulsion of the Turks from Europe, mid the conversion of the faith¬ 
ful MuHlims into gang* of wandering Jews. 

It is rather difljcult to treat this argument seriously The sisty 
or seventy million Muslims subject to our rule have revealed io 
errant Inclination^ They have remained with remarkable constancy 
in the places that knew them. And if lhi*ro is a plot to expel the 
Turks Com Europe, surely the remonstrances arc misdiwnea when 
sunt to IjOrtdon. Ought they not to be dispatched to Berlin and 
Vtatnt i When this crisis springs up in the Near East H will be 
v tithe enough to discuss and judge the action of this country. At 
the present moment we we only coming the Tripolitan ques¬ 
tion! which hi tofcif is a very .-mall affair so far as the Mohammadhm 
a«u concerned, What we wish the British Muhammadans to 
remember is llfirt their viow of the situation is only one element in 
the problem, and that for the moment it is not the most import¬ 
ant. It has to be taken into accouni, buL we must he allowed 
to shape our couneby considerations nearer home 11 —Y ” in the 
Foitnifhtfy 


Turkey and Egypt. 


Th* following passage occurs in Lord Cromer’s 11 Modem 
Egypt " (vol. II, pp. *64-166), showing tho relation in which 
Sypt lands to 'Turkey 11 The relations between the Sultan 
3 the Khedive are laid doWn in a variety of Firmans dating from 
iHat to iftgv. Of these the most reoent ia naturally the most im¬ 
portant It was issued to Abbas II, on ayth March 1S9*... - The 


rights of the Sultan. .<«TliflwndTk®w jutoiugai Bgypt meantw 
toTthe provision that the Hgjptmn cmroft iptoaydiwy 
circumstances. exceed 18,000 men. If IMey u at war, 

tte Egypfotarmy may be caUed upon to MU tf the 

Sultan, in which cate tt may be mcnased aeeoodtng ia the nwirt- 
mentsof the moment" 

Letters to the Press. 

To AU Friends of Peace. 

To the Editor or the "Near East." 

Six,— “ Whal purpose,” a friend recently said to me. “ .as. 
served by vhe two Peace Conferences solemnly held at The Hague, 
which were attended by delegates from the twohemapheres? 
What real purpose is served by the Peace Societies of Europe and 
America, at whose meetings so many good people agree u> condemn¬ 
ing war and extolling arbitration? To what purpose are pna» 
awarded every year To those who have done best in the «nterej» 
of peace? TO what purpose the Universal Peace Congress, held 
annually in one of the capitals of the avrtwd ™W? To what 
purpose so many words and speeches on behalf of peace ? Wha t 
is the good of all this if in care of conflict, even or war, everyone 
remains silent and indifferent ? ’* 

I replied: “We peacemakers, soldiers of 
at our disposal no other weapons but spec 
which, unfortunately, ate so often useless in these cases. 

“That is true,” he answered "But every soldier neglecting 
to use of his arms m case of necessity would be severely 
judged.' 7 

As a delegate myself at the first Peace Conference, and Presi 
dent and member of several I’race Societies, without wishing to 
judge or condemn anybody, I humbly submit these questions and 
reflections to toe pacificists of the entire world, hoping that they 
will And an echo and a satisfactory answer amongst them 

(Pkinck) Mims a Ri/\ Khan. 

DanitfUif, Monaco 
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A Matter for Inquiry. 

To rHh Kdiiox o» ih. “ Nation.” 

Sir,—T he following document, in the shape of a letter from the 
Turkish Prime Munster to M Emile Vaiulcrvolde,* appears to have 
escaped notice in England. But we have surely interest unbecoming 
acquainted with it. I give a translation of it below, in pait .— 

“ In the recent adventure Italy is not the only guilty party , the 
other Powers are accomplices, since the blow which has been struck 
was a blow prepared by them. Their representatives take us by the 
throat and say . ‘ First accept the occupation os an accomplished (art. 
then we sha.l help yo-i to settle the affair.* This inconceivable 
altitude on the part of Europe affects us as much as the loss of mpou, 
if wo are to loseit, because it will give rise in the East to suspicion, 
despair, and disgust. The East will no longer have any failhin civi¬ 
lisation, in the plighted word, in treaties signed by Europe. 1 his con¬ 
tradiction between words and acts is, in the eyes of Orientals, a crime 
of lire morality. The Young rurkiah party, which aimed so loyally 
at making Europe liked by tbc people, to cause the people to adopt 
European progress and to throw a bridge between the West and the. 
world of Iilam, will foil in that effort through Europe s fault. Now. 
aftei the brutal Italian assault, undertaken with the knowledge tftho 
Powers, our internal opponents blame us for having flatw-rod 
European civilisation (or hav.ng boasted c.l tfiu advantag e whi ch 
should have flowed therefrom for ua, they have reached the point w 
declaring that real progress consists ui increasing our bayonets and 
our ships of war, and true patriotism to consist m saenfleing every¬ 
thing to the war budget This is where Europe has brought us, wd 
especially France and England, thanks to these secret under 
standings nUh Italy." ' 

Tins communication, signed by Ahmed Riza, shows tliat the Turifr 
ish Parliament is of opinion that the British and French ’Govrare 
moms were cognisant of Italian intentions and approved them. Iftbfe 
Modem world becomes persuaded that this is tlw truth, the eoMW* 
u uences may be of the most momentous character to our nde m uw 
and elsewhere. The national interest obviously requires that theinys- 
tery should be cleared up. To the denials of our Foreign Pac e, 
the Turks oppose an.equally categoric^ assmtjpl). But toe mattot» 
surely susceptible of proof on cne side or the other, and the nation 
has die right to know precisely where it sfonda.—Youn, etc., 

^ E. D. Morel. 

Stk November 1911. } - 
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conflict, 

1 whatever to the eventuality f 
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character of bitterness that a rupture might be considered very pro¬ 
bable. The British Ambassador in Rome informed the Italian 
Cabinet that if it did not make up its mind to act m Tripoli, the 
Foreign Office would consider itself entitled to take action in Cyre- 
iMu ca in order to prevent Germany from penetrating there first. At 
the same time he informed M Ban*rc (French Ambassador at Rome) 
of the step he proposed to take, and asked him to support it Both 
succeeded in convincing the Italian Government that ihe time bad 
come to act in Tripoli. They made the Italian Government under 
stand that Germany, too much busied with France, would take good 
care not to agnate Italy entirely at^uch a rpoment, by opposing^/ 

her veto/V / f** *** ^ -“ 

—-TT^Aiple of weeks ago, ^particularly well-informed friend in 
Italy, in the course of a letter, informed me that, contrary to the 
general view. King Victor Emmanuel was against the war, but had 
" been over-borne.” In regard to the rumour about Cyreniura, to the 
effect that Germany was actually negotiating with the Turkish 
Government a lease of Benga/i as a coaling station when Italy took 
the action she did, a rumour which has been formally denied by the 
Turkish Embassy in London, a friend, who has been sending several 
months in Tripoli, tells me that the number of Germans in Tripoli 
was si r, in addition to the Consul, and that the German Consul, 
whom he personally knew, far from encouraging his compatriots to 
obtain a footing in the Tripolitame, had been sending home report 
after report, discouraging German enterprises in the country which 
offered, in his opinion, no openings of a promising character. 


,f doss 0V& (tots of Italian barbarity, it miut dap btf remembered 
maned to take. P>«w gn lie made no allaiiofl V *t the Timet add Reuter’s correspondent. could not Save seen with 

relating to thfe FrenCtKrtnnan V- «• t Emm an- /their own eyes the general massacre which they describe, and which 

er to the eventuality & « ™Ltionhe had barely seven /they no doubt genuinely believed to have taken place. In all such 
uel himself, in-the course »* "T*. the oossibilitv of an / cases men have to act upon information received from others. No 
-ntonwm. foresaw the pqssunmy « «• I 4,000 people lulled. But the Arabs and the Italian* 

were very greatly excited, and we may be sure that in their reports 
they exaggerated what wax done in the confused fighting in the gardens. 
When people are perturbed by danger and horrified by the shedding 
of blood they soon lose the sense of proportion and even the power 
of counting. The shooting of 30 or 40 men might easily be 
exaggerated into talcs of wholesale destruction and the slaughter of 
thousands. As we have said, the crucial point is the official state¬ 
ment that 2,000 prisoners were taken on tne day, in question. If 
that can be proved a great deal will have been done to clear the 
character of the Italian army, os we most sincerely hope and believe 
it will be cleared. The taking of those prisoners will show that the 
Italians acted as civilized troops ought to have acted in the very 
trying circumstances in which they were placed. Whilst the firing 
was going on they would most naturally have retaliated upon the men 
of the suburb with all the strength at their command, and would 
also most naturally have shot all citizens, hitherto believed to be 
peaceful and unarmed, who were treacherously attacking them m the 
rear As soon, however, as the Turkish attack m front had been 
repulsed, the proper plan would hare been for the Italian officer* 
to attempt to get hold of the ringleaders in the insurrection and 
make an example of them, while at the same tune giving protection 
to the general population of the oasis. The final step would have 
been to clear the oasis of its inhabitants, since it would be absolutely 
impossible to trust them again or to expect the Italian soldiers to- 
fight with foes who were ready to stab them in the back. The 
clearing of the oasis should have meant, however, not the killing 
hut simply the taking prisoners 01 the inhabitants This in effect 
is what the Italian Prime Minister tells as did happen. If that is so, 
then the Italian military authorities will hA\e nothing to be ashamed of. 

Though it may soum a somewhat lame and conventional con¬ 
clusion, wc expect that on full investigation the truth will be found 
to he between the two reports In all probability the massacre was 
not nearly os Imd as the correspondenta first imagined it to be, and 
next, that though no orders were given to the Italian troops to 
perpetrate anything m the nature of a massacre, the fierce southern 
blood led them to make their reprisals far more vehement than was 
necLssary No one who has seen an Italian crowd m a state of 
excitement over some comparatively trivial matter will wonder that 
men who had been tn ated as the men in the Italian trenches were 
treated, and whose minds had been further inflamed, as no doubt 
they were, by the nutchery of their wounded, showed very little 
patience nr self-control, cither in clearing the oasis or in selecting 
the persons who were to be made an example. British people are 
seldom judicially minded when .t is a question of humanity, and 
we cannot profess to regret this altogether, for the unchaining 
of the blood lu.il is horrible and to be condemned even when 
there is excuse or explanation fur it. At the same time we 
most sincerely trust that people here will keep their heads in 
this matter and not let sentiment run away with their sense 
of jus Lice We do not wish to say anything in prejudice of the 

Turks, but it would be foolish to forget that fanatical Moslems 
do not fight with kid gloves. As the Armenian massacres, and still 
more the recent massacre at Adana, show, they can be tembly cruel 
in their methods r l wo wrongs do not make a right, but in view 
of what the lurks have done to Christians so recently and of their 
methods of fighting in Tripoli which have come under the eyes of 
111e Italian troops, ir would be most unfair to expect those troops 
to consider matters in the calm and philosophic spirit in which we 
consider them in Ergland One must never forget, too, that the 
Turk and the North African Arabs play a very different part in 
the popular imagination of the peoples of the Mediterranean, and 
especially of Lhe Southern Italians, from the part thev play here. 

The ordinary Italian private soldier has been taught from his youth 
to regard the Turk and the Arab as ancient enemies who oppressed 
him, and ravaged his coasts, and destroyed his ships, and bore hi» 
women and children into captivity. Hence the Italian often goes 
into batlle wuh a traditionary feeling, akin to that of the Crusader, 
which it is very difficult for our people to realize. Still, when all 
is said and done, the Italian authorities will be making the great¬ 
est possible mistake if they do not keep their troops better in hand 
and do everything in their power to avoid a repetition of what took 
place between 23rd and a 6th October. The more they avoid mili¬ 
tary executions the better it will be for the prospects of their army 
and their future government. They mean to stop in Tripoli, and 
therefore they have got to live with the Mohammedans who inhabit 
it The leas, then, they inflAkne the hatred of the population and 

B 've cause for bitter memories the better. Cruelty and unnecessary 
oodshed are as bad from the military and political point of view 
as from the moral. 


Press Opinion. 


The “ Spectator." 

Wb Havo stated the case against the Italians Wc must 
now deal with the statement issued by the Italian Prune Minister 
tm Wednesday, which, if the facts given can be substantiated, 
offere a complete defence for the Italians. The Prime Minister 
begins by recounting the sudden rising of the Arabs on 23rd 
October much a* we have told it. He goes on to say that 11 m 
consequence it became an imperative ne^essit) to purge the oasis 
of the tnutors and to putush those cm them who had committed 
some speoal criminal acts." Accordingly " those who during the 
fighting or immediately after were found with sms in hand were shot 1 
(The carrying of arm* ought not alwnys to be a sign r«l guilt, but in 
the case whtre a population 1* supposed to have given up it* arms 
time can hardly blame the Italian* for taking the bearing of arms as 
A Vgu that those who bore theip had beon using them,) In addition 
we are told that those who after a regular trial were round guilty of 
murder or other criminal acts of the kind were shot. Then follows 
the point which we must regard as crucial. Tins Prime Minister, 
peaking, of course, on the information he has received from Tripoli, 
declares that 11 other Arabs were arrested to the number of 2,000, 
because they had connived at the treachery, or because they had 
contravened the order of the Governor for the surrender of all arms, 
and these prisoners were transported to die Italian islands ,J He 
goes on to say that or* the days following the 23rd sonu fresh partial 
outbreaks of revolt occurred and were recessed in the same way 
u Therefore there was no systematic slaughter of unarmed people 
gf women and children. There was no indiscriminate repression." 
Finally We are told that » the attack on the advanced posts did nrA 
C«tac ail the walla of the gardens, plantations, and everything which 
in the oasis J might offer ashelter to rebels were demolished “This 
WAS not done until all inoffensive Arabs, the women and children had 
been removed Irora the oasis and brought in towards Tripoli ” Signor 
Gioiitti concludes by declaring, what we are afraid is only too likely 
flo fee true, that acts of atrocious infamy were perpetrated on wounded 
Italian soldiers, He mentions also how two companies of Bersaghen 
of about 400 men lost more than 300 killed and had only 14 
Grounded. This, no doubt, points to the two companies having been 
ambuscaded and massacred. He further says that on the 23rd and 
{be afith die Italians lost altogether 3)4 killed and only 150 wounded. 
* It will be evident/ 1 he continues, “ that such a result would have 
be en impossible Unless our wounded hod been massacred in the 
rnifeir fight.” 

Whfch are we to believe ? The official version or the reports of 
fee correspondents? 'Hie first imftalse of most English readers 
ffflf tfe to disbelieve the official version, and to say that of course the 
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To L had from SYED MANZAI AU, 

Sat-EdHor, " Tht OU Boy ." Bnato I. 


ALUKSEER AERATED POWDER. 

The powder makes with ordinary 
water the purest, the most delicious, 
cooling, digestive, and effervescing 
drinks at absolutely the lowest cost. 

Soda, Lemon, Rom, Gin*er, Puuppk 

i lb. tin of any variety make* 80 druiki, Kj. 1-14 
4 lb® n m ■» 4 ° i> 11 1-0 

J ■ »» 11 i, 30 ,, ,, O-9 

ALUKSEER COMPANY, 

61 y Clwe Street^ Calcutta , 

8-7-ii._ 


T 


FOB MALARIA, INFLUENZA 4 MU FORMS OP PLAGDI 
Uie Balllwolli'i Agua MUian or Pilla, Ra. 1. 
BATMWALLVS TONIC PILLS curs Narroui 
Eihnuucn and Cofutiralional Weakaen, Ra, , .ft 
BATLIWALLAS TOOTH POWDER _ 

(tally nud« of Nallva mid Euxbsh drum, inch 
Maymphal and Carbqnle Acid B. RiU ^ 
BATUWALLA'S RINGWORM QINTHKNT. Aa. 4. 
SOLD EVERYWHERE nnd ALSO BY Dr. N. L. 
Ratlhnlla, Worh Laboratory, Dadniv Bombay. ■ i-i. u. 
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EXTRA STRONG LEATHER BAGS. 
GLADSTONE BAGS. strong and reliable 

Made from 

Solid Tan ^ ^ j j C _ i 

Leather, hThd 1 f * * ^ 

1, ’ / jf ^ ■* ,\ 

sewn throughout, Af/A/ / \\ ' 

VI m YYm l i**i * I 

**"* ■ 4 1 { ; ; ■ ■ j&f’ 

fftrnr, r.tled , , AtJ, "I 1 ! V ’ ' 

double action lM\$ r 1 l[ 

.iron,; Lever ,, $ Jf' ' ^ fEK i flL ■ 1 j 

Lock, with MeuL , \jlii ,! fw ( '. i J( 

Clip. .1 each end ^ ^ j' J *Ji 'iff »j 

and .tout .11- iJfK ! v! 1$' 

round Leollier ^ j ^ Vj 

Stfaps 1 - 

Si/Cs, 22 24 s6 38 inches 




j|jt Cy 


■ 'J.* ■ .i 

Letter 


Si/Cs, 22 24 s 6 jS inches 

Price, K». 31-0 33-4 37-0 40-0 each. 

Alio in Imitation Crocodile Leather. 

Sues, 22 14 26 28 30 inches 

Puce, Rs. 33-4 37-0 41-8 46-8 50-0 c&Hi 





Si/r, 

Price, Rs. IB -12 17-6 19-0 24-0 26-13 32-6 37-0 44-0 tarli 

STRONG CANVAS AND LEATHER GOODS. 

Holdall* and Valiwa. 


The “ Knockabout ” Leather Kit Baga. 


S u 1 1 d Tan 
Leather, hand 
u'W’i through 
out, fitted* Lock 
and Kl>, and 
Clips at end. 
&pu.udly innd* 
tu go under 
( abut Perth o. 
K ul way Seal 
I nst c lot- finish 
ind thoroughly 
■ Limbic work 
niLinship, 

Best nlae ever 
•fferad ■■ Inla. 

26 tribe's 





Reliable 

Make. 


Beit 

^ ') Work. 
___7 man ship. 


The **U. B C. M Holdall Jn Tin and Gmn Can* m wuli iiim.* 
stoHt Mr.ip-t ,*nd Le.ilhi’r IlnndK Made throipi.mil fmr. the U 

quality Canvas, |> ithrr hound 

27 30 ;< ^6 ii.rhe* 

Price. K< 14-0 15-0 16-0 17-0 «‘,wh. 

The “Durbar” Combined Holdall end Valise. Midi from licit 
Green Wutupronf C-uivus, Lc Liber bn md Min'd sinnl I*/uJ'»r Simps and 
Hnndlo. hus all ihe -dvanl.y™ uf a Wills, h'} \ Hold-dl ami (romml 
Sheet combined Kmi-irntly '.lapled fir Mule iranqmrt Thi ^.ime Cinsaa 
used both insidr i>nd ouisadi* 

6 'xffX.l'. l J ri<ii ( Uf- aS -0 M '■ , j’xfi'xj' T’nr. !?■ 28-0 •• !l 

Soiled Linen Baga. 

In li'vu -»r t'lieen famnr, Ijrnilvi stoned, 
flKffi, JK fi'led ih.i •> 1 vihb m.d Melul 11 nr* Shoe fa-i itc ■. 

lp& Ssen^ri'n ^uii'^ .Sir* i p, rurtaMeund liturujgh- 

Mjjfe fe r ^ ^wb 1\ well i it, i*l A Ivdluk Mipphcd pralt 

g£ 'd S f/SL S • -J 32 4 S indie- 

W-HI ■ i. K r 6-8 10-0 tarh 


J 2 mclu." 

K r 6-8 10-0 tarh 

■Mt I ut in Sail Cum as 

tljr, Ji! inrlic*. Price, K«». C -0 rarh 




lire m f < fnly p j 4 ! nirhe«. Price, K>*. C-0 rarh 

Umbrella and Stick Caoes. 

M.i/h ft', -'inti^ t»reen Walirproor Cfnvis. 
Priee Rh 4-4 i'uh, 

Solid Leather Collar Boxes. 

Made r nnn strong I.mtiUon Crorodile leather. 
Colon Inn. Will hold 2 dozer. Collar, Excep- 
'.mnalh' gUMj vfilut! Piir'e, Rs 8-12 rnch. 


NOTABLE VALUES: IN DESPATCH BOXES* 

Tbs “GbuMvt” Punt 

~~ t De*patch Bu 

Our latest taveptioo. lbe Stationery 
“““ Rack in the lid u provided with spnnfft 

/ a t, finrur 

ttrrfKl H - % . . to hold paper and envelopes in tta'r ret- 

- > pectivc place when handling. Contains 

partitioned Loom Tray, and fitted 4-lever 
Hriii Lock and Nickel-plated Brats 

Handles. Best durable Steel, japanned 
_ — - Black with Gold Fillets outride and 

•"'V r 

” Dark Blue inside. 

Price, Rs. Pr^e, Rs. 

19" X 13" x 7" .. 29-8 15" X 11" X 6" .. 23-12 

Lh>. With solid Leather Case .. 39-8 With solid Leather Case 32-0 

17" X 12" y i" 27-0 13* x f X 6" ... 20-0 

Do Wilh solid Leather Caw . 37-0 Do- With solid Leather Case 28-0 

W« are Sola Agwila for Mam. Goolam Ho-ds IwnU * Sou and Mam. 
Allibhoy VnlUn A Sooa, thm caUbrmlnd Damtali Boa Makara af MoolUa. 

W» supply to all Govramsat DtparUunla and PubHc Bodin, and ikaLr 
manufactures hare lirsn andra ntisfidlm for now or* 40 ynare 

Tbe w Sir Frederick Roberta M 
Despatch Box 

ConLmuully unproved, ihit Rot 
is now ah near perfection ai ikjs» 1 - 
hlc ind m great rlemund- Made 
from ihe hest malrrinls Kitted 
lies! 4 -levei Brass L»ick with w 

dii|dicalr Ll)?,. Tlie Stationery j ^ 

Rack in thr InJ provides for foob- ^ JjS 

ut] 1 .*nd n<iii'papt rs and liivi InjH's 
and lias .tLUched Ci it a hi'igcd 
rtftp lo Ukc the blctting pad. ^ 

Knit d willi inipriivctl Hmss Quad- 

ranis, and NilkcI plated Handles, ->Jsnm^na*™aM 

a ]uriiiioncd Tray for ink-pul, , 

rule rind pul ; also n lock up 
piriilum for money. Tnpanncd, 

durable, Liyhl JUue inside- and Black wilh Gold Fillets milside. 



fJ1§ 


ai" 

X 

14 " X 10 " 

Price, Rs 

.. 37-8 

With solid Leather C.ise 

Price, Rs. 

. 56-4 

19" 

19 " 

X 

13 " X W 

1 J" * 7 " 

.. 28-12 


1 M 

. 41-4 

A 

... 26-4 

IV 1 f 

* 1 1 

- 37-8 

'7 

X 

12 " M 7 " 

23-12 

H M » 

1 IV 

33-12 

IS" 

X 

11 " X &' 

20-10 

f V Pi V 

1 1 , 

. 29-6 

U" 

V 

9 " X 6 " 

. IB -0 

,• ,« * 


... 25-10 


TWO SPECIAL LINES. 

The “ Traveller " Stationery Box. 


u' x 9" x Jji" 
l’riLr, Ks 13-8 

With lxillur (’use 
Pike, R*. 19-0- 






A b.mdv urlicie ^ travellers ind ull whotu duty com]jelh to make fre¬ 
quent Jmiigcs iroiD pW lo ploce. Made from ihr best materials Fitted 
secure 4 ’c cr Kmss Lock with duplicate Key*., contains n loose Tra, divided 
into parti 11011 n lor pcn‘„ puiub, ink-|HJts', rukr, and oiher fifgfioiifn, Astrong 
11. inci ^irhp pusses rcund IcnKth^rys ihrmsgl, twr hm* | y,ps fitted at ^flds. 
Japmined brilliant I gbt Green inside and lllack with Gold Fillus oalside. 

15 " X 11 " X 4 * Price, Rs, 15-8. | With Leather Case Price, Rs. 23-0. 






GiiuG-h 



The ** Gw’" Despatch Bex. 

Afpaltcrn Lhaijis always in gnat 
demand. Made from the best mate¬ 
rials, fitted best 4-lever Brass I<tek 
with duplicate Keys. S trcngthened 
Bn» Quadrants, Nickvl plated Hsftd 
les a; ends. Contains a partitioned 
Iook Tray. Japeu^icd brilliant and 
durable. Light Blue (Bride and Black 
with GoM Fdicta nntride. 


»7" x 12" x 7" iVice, Rs. 18 - 0 . I ij* 1 x If" m 6" Price, 2 U» IS- 10 . 

Thoroughly RoUahh Boxom in Every Detail, . 


THE UNITED BENGAL CO., 7, BOW BAZAR STREET, CALCUTTA. 
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A Weekly Journal. Edited by ' Mohamed Ali. 


Stand upright, ipe&k thy thought, declare 
The truth thou hast, that all may share. 
Be bold, proclaim it everywhere. 

They only live who dare I 


— Stdrris, 
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by the Governor-General, who hod preceded Their Imperial Majes- 
rioa, salute pf ro i guru was fired (roqi 1 LM.S. ships in harbour 
V^fm the mhitiug battery as the - King-Emperor and. Qaeen- 
• Empfteaallmdbd and a Navai guard-of-bonour from oh the ships of 
the East Indies Squadron was mounted at the pier head. After the 
King-Emperor had inspected the guard-of-honour Their Imperial 
Majesties proceed to the dais within the pavilion when the President 
of the Municipal Corporation of the City of Bombay had the 
nonour of being presented to Their Imperial Majesties. The 
President then read an address of welcome to Their Imperial 
Majesties to which His Imperial Majesty was graciously pleased to 
reply. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, the King-Emperor and 
Queen-Empress left the dal* tfnd proceeded to their carriages. 
A Royal procession v.ns formed in the following order and drove 
through the city of Bombay:— 

rsx Carriage —The King-Empeior and the Queen-Empress 

2ND Carkivgk. — The Governor-General and the Marquis of 
Crewe. 

31m Cafki alk —The Mistress of the Robes, the Duke of 
leek, the Lord-in-Waiting, the I-ord Chamberlain to the Queen. 

4th Carriage.—'The Governor of Bombay, I-ady Clarke, 
Lord Stamfordhum, LieiuenantGeucral Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien. 

5th Orriagr,—The Countess of Shaftesbury, the Lord High 
Steward, Sir Edward Henry, Rear-Admiral Sir Colin KeppeL 

6th Carnage. — I he Hon. Venetia Baring, LieutenonbColonel 
Sir James Dunlop-Smith, Commander Sir Charles Cust, the Hon. 
Sir Den k Keppcl 


The Managfa %U be much obliged tj those of our readers uko 
bare been receiving copies of ikis paper as spr.intent will kindly 
unify whether Buy utsk to become subscribers or not. 7 bit is 
W little bo ask Hat we feet sure they util comply with toe Manager's 


A ' t 

* 


request 

We art happy do sap ttott we are mw in a fustiioi « to supply 
« Jpt Comrade " to Muhammadan students who apply to ns during 
the month of December at the reduced rate of Rs. 2 tvety three 
monthit patd m advance and to rim-Moslem students at the still 
low# rate of Rs. 3 every six *w*ft*t. 


The Royal Visit 

The King-Emperor and Queen-Empress arrived at Bombay 
ImI j# O.M. on th^ and. On *heij Imperial Majesties 1 arrival a 
nHitesf jbi gttos was fired from His Majesty’s ships in harbour. 
Ajk'jft^s AJLi die KB^-Etaparor gave on audience to the Govemdr- 
QecMntl and received the Cctettonder-in-Chief of His Majesty's 
shjuond yfesseto in^the tost Indies station. At 11-15 ***** the 
Boraw arrived on board H.M.S. Medina* when 
|m hadjfce" hoqpdM WngprewWed to Their Imperial Majesties 
to the Go vmmSfgfiA The Governor-General remained to 
Bndbeon widkJ^^Impatirt Majesties. After hincbgtt, the 
‘ lttperol^^^ ; %iieen-Eiopress , disembarked /froih H.M.S. 
r andwned at the Apollo Bunder, where they were received 


7th Carriage -Captain B. Godfrey Fausett, R.N., Sir Richard 
I In velock Charli \ Mr F. H. Lucas, the Hon. John Fortcscue. 

The following Equerries were in attendance on horseback: 
Major-General Sir Stuart Beatson, Major the Lord Charles 
fiumaurice, Major Clive VVigtam, 

On coming back at the Apollo Bunder, the King-Emperor and 
Queen-Empress proceeded to the landing stage, where a guard- 
of-bonour ol the Norfolk Regiment was mounted. After, His 
Imperial Ma>esty had inspected the guard-of-honour, Their Imperial 
Majesties ru-embarked and returned to H.M.S. Medina ,, Another 
salute was fired os Their Imperial Majesties left the landing stage. 

The King-Emperor and the Queen-Empress gave a dinner 
party on board the Medina on the night of tho and. 

On the morning of the 3rd the King-Emperor and Queen- 
Empress attended Divine Service on board H.M.S. Medina . 

At t p.m, the King-Emperor and Queen-Empress landed at 
the Apollo Bunder and motored to Government House, where 
Their Imperial Majesties honoured the Governor and Lady Clarke 
with a visit and remained to luncheon. Their Imperial Majesties 
returned to H.M.S. Medina after luncheon. 

In the afternoon the King-Emperor aid Queen-Empress again 
landed and drove from the Apollo Bunder to 'attend Divine Service 
At the Cathedral. 

The Governor of Bombay and other distinguished personages 
bad the honour of dining with the King-Emperor and Queen- 
Empress on board H.M.S. Medina on the evening of the 3rd. 
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The King-Emperor and Queen-Empress landed on the morning 
of the 4th at 9-30 a.m. tod drove to the Children's Ffite in the 
grounds or the OJd Bombay Exhibition. 

On arrival at the Ffcte the King-Emperor and Queen-Empress 
were received by the Governor of Bombay, the Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman arid General Secretary of the Royal Visit Fund Committee 
and by the Chairman and General Secretary of the Old Bombay 
Exhibition Committee. Guards of-honour of the Bombay Volun¬ 
teer Rifles and Cadets of the same corps were mounted at the 
entrance and within the arena. The King-Emperor and Queen- 
Empress having mounted the dais, overlooking the stadium, the 
National Anthem was sung by the children of the European, 
Gujerati, Marathi and Urdu Schools In the languages of their 
respective schools. Their Imperial Majesties then drove through 
the Exhibition grounds, and, after inspecting the exhibits of the 
Old Bombay Exhibition, returned to Apollo Bunder, and thence 
on board H.M.S. Madina 

On the afternoon of the 5th the King-Emperor and Queen- 
Empress, attended by the members of their Household, visited 
the Caves of Elephania. 

At 10 p.m. Their Imiierial Majesties, attended by the Mistress 
of the Robes, the Marquis of Crewe, the Duke of Teck, the Lord 
High Steward and Rear-Admiral Sir (John Keppel left H.M S. 
Medina, 

Their Imperial Majesties landed at the Apollo Bunder at 
10-15 pm- a salute was fired und Their Imperial Majesties drove 
through gaily illuminated streets, Esplanade und Hornby Roads 
which were lined with troops and thronged with eager spectators, 
who heartily cheered as Their Majesties passed On arrival at the 
station Their Majesties were received by His Excellency Sir George 
Clarke and conducted to the Royal train 

Their Majesties shook hands with those present and the Royal 
tram steamed out or the station at 10-45 ,J w amidst cheers. 

His Majerty the King's Reply lo the Aden Address. 

I 1 tUNX you on behalf of the Queen-Empress und myself for yojr 
loyal address and for the hearty welcome which thi i omniumty of 
Aden has extended to us, No more Jilting spot could have been 
chosen on which lo give expression to Lln.si s* iiliinuits of personal 
attachment and devotior than here beneath iht statue ol my beloved 
grandmother, Queen Vutoria. It i,x a source of siiueic pleasure to 
ux to revisit your famous port and to assure ouiselves of its run- 
linucd progress and prosperity. Situated on the ilueshnld of India 
and forming a connecting link between On at Britain and Australia, 
Aden is an object of |K:(uliar interest to the whnh of the Butlsh 
Empire, and the res|ioiisibilities winch you us iti/en^ of I he Empire 
are colled upon to assume become year by year of in* reusing import 
once. I have learnt with great s*hsft( non of the steady expansion 
of your trade and I trust that the invtsiigitions which art now in 
course of completion will give you the unmoved Mini adequate water 
supply upon which your health and wrlllieing «=•» largely deptnd 
The reclamations wh>cli have beta made upon the ‘■-■■i will afford 
space which you require for inc developments of vour town, and I 
rejoice at ihe decision to revive a portion nl tlvni for u recieimon 
ground We thank you for your good wislits and piaycrs on jur 
behalf, and you may resl assured that we shall tver l<.*el ihe warnuV 
interest in your welfare and prosperity. 

Address presented to H- M. the King by the Municipality of Bombay- 
To His Most Excellent Imperial Majesty Kvuy G targe the Filthy 
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britan an I Inland anti 
of the British Dominion* bcyimd the Sea r, lUfuidt* "/ the Faith , 
Emperor of India , and to flcr Ever Unit and Imp '.. il Majesty the 
Queen-Empress. 1 

MxYIT I* LEASE VOUR IkfPKUI.\r. M \' Y* ' itc* -We, L »e t'r Sldcnt 
mid Members of the Municipal Corporation of tne Cily of Bombay, 
crave leave, in the name and no behalf of all its inhabitant, to 
approach Yqui Imperial Majestic •» 011 yui-r landing mi the shorn* of 
India, with an expression of cur deqi-riK/td loyally and our pride 
and joy on this great and auspic. ous occasion 

The event is one unprecedented in ihe.mnals not merely of Iridui 
but of the woild-wde Empire over which Your Majesties hold sway. 
Never before have Ruler* Uf> the centre ot the Empire to Visit their 
Dominions beyond the seas. We recognise the signifi. since of your 
advent; we realise that you* detenu inn lion to announce your 
Coronation in person to your Indian people is s proclamation to 
♦he world of the great potation which India holds in the Empire 
and in the sympathies of the Royal Hoi'*r und a demonstration that 
the Crown is the living bond uniting many different races in varying 
climes under the flag which stands for idcuW of justice, righteousness, 
and progress 

We claim that out City lias a peculiar talc to the honour of 
being the first m ImLa wherein the King-Emperor and the Queen- 
Empress set their feet The Dower of a Royal alliance, Bombay 
represents no chance settlement acquired by purchase from petty 
Chiefs or selected by merchants fugitive from other centres. Its 


importance and future greatness were foreseen by the sagacity ol 
statesmen and its acquisition by a Treaty of State coostitttes the first 
intervention by the Royal Government of England in the adminis¬ 
tration of the land of India. We proudly claim that the high 
hopes entertained by the statesmen who acquired the Island and 
by the Governors who founded and administered the City have 
met with rich fulfilment, and that ibis City constitutes the strangest 
link between the civilizations of Lhe East and West, which it has 
ever been the aim of the British Government to weld into one 
harmonious system. 

We remember with joy that Your Majesties are no strangers 
in our midst When you came among us six years ago, Your 
Majesties spared no pains to become acquainted with our people 
and problems our arts and industries. We rejoice to think that 
since your visit a steady advance has been made in the realisation 
of high civic ideals. The natural vicissitudes of a commercial and 
industrial centre have affected but not retarded a material progress 
which has gone hand in hand with a lively desire to ameliorate 
the conditions under which our poorer citizens live, and to develop 
the natural advantages of the island. We rejoice to think that 
Bombay is broad-based upon the firmest of foundations in being 
united within itself, and that the diverse races and classes whom 
we represent are actuated by a strong sense of common citizenship. 

In the gracious presence of Your Imperial Majesty the Queen- 
Empiess, the people of Indus rcg. Tdiiig You- Imperial Majesty as 
the lofty embodiment of the high^n-'Jeals cf womanhood, will 
recognise, with renewed feeling of latitude and affection, your 
^interest in them, as evinced by this seJfnd visit to their shores. 

'The Advent of Your Imperial Majesties as a visible indication 
of your assumption of the Sovereignty of the Empire, cannot fail 
to leave an indelible impression on the hearts of your Indian 
subjects It is our fervent prayer that the reign of Your Majesties, 
JurlifiL'd by a knowledge of the Indian people, instinct with 
sympathy for them in their sorrows no less tlun in ihcr jo>s, and 
1 mimed with a love for them inherited from your revered prede¬ 
cessors, the Queen-Empress Victoria and Lhe K ing-EmpcJor lid ward 
the Sevtnlh, may lie fraught with the nchest blessing*. for all united 
under lhe ImjKTial Oown. 

Hu Majesty’s Reply. 

You havL rightly said that I am no stranger among you 
and I can heartily respond that I feel myself no stranger 
in your beauliful city. Six years ago I arrived, indeed, as a 
new-ronie r . But the recollection of your cordial and sympathc 
uc greeting is still fixsh ir my memory. The wondrous aspect 
disclosed by the 'approach lo your shores, the first glimpse 
of the palms rising, as it were, from the bosom of the sea. 
have not been forgotten and have lost none of their fasema 
non for me. From Bombay 1 set forth in 1905 encouraged by your 
affectionate welcome, to traverse at any rate 11 part of thij vast 
country and to si rive to gain some knowledge of Us people. Such 
knowledge as 1 acquired could nut bul deepen my sympathy with 
all races and creeds, and when through the lamented death of 
my beloved father I was called to the Throne of my ancestors 
une of my first ind most earnest desires was to revisit my good 
subjects in India. Il is with feelings of nn common emotion that 
I find myself here again to-day with the Queen-Empress at my side 
and that desire fulfilled. And I come with a heart full of gratitude 
that the nu«ie*y due f\ threatened scarcity in cc:ta.ti aieas of the 
residency has, thanks to favourable and opportune rains, been 
happily dispelled and that there is everv prospect of your land 
hem;, blessed with a good spring harvest. 

Your eloquent address has recalled to me that Bombay w is 
once the dowry of ft Bntish Queen As such Humphrey’ ( nuk 
look it over two huudr.d and fifty years ago—a. mere fishing 
village You, gentlemen, and your forerunners, have made it h 
jewel of Ac Bntish Crov,*i I sec again with joy the rich wUrmy 
of us beautiful and stately buildings. I note abo the leas con 
spumous but also more profitable improvement lately effected. But 
above all, I recognise wqh pride your efforts lo heighten what 
must always be the supreme lustre of such a jewel as this—the 
peace, happiness and prosperity of all classes ol the dtirens. 

From my heart I thank you for the generous reception accorded 
to the Queen-Empress and myself today. We earnestly pray that 
God's blessings may rest upon our Indian Empire and that peace 
and prosperity may be ever vouchsafed to its people. 

The State Entry in Delhi. 

Delhi, the ancient capital of Hindus and Moghuls, had the 
honour of receiving tjie King-Emperof and Queen Empress, on 
7th December morning, and right royally the event came to pass. 

On the railway platform in front waft a large company of high 
officials, both Civil and Military, headed by the Governor-General 
and Lady Hardmge A guard-of-honour of the second Battalion 
of the Royal Berkshire Regiment, was drawn up opposite the 
King’s carnage. The weather favoured the occasion; The Royal 
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mcW bauUd by A huge eugine slid smoothly io. The King- 
Emperor la Field Mershii'e uniform, with the Star of India ribbon 
ns the first to alight. 

The Hon’bte Diamond Hardinge, daughter of Lord Hardinge 
presented a bouquet of flowers to the Queen-Empress* Their 
Excellencies, the Gofemor-General and Lady Hardinge, advanced 
and received Their Imperial Majesties. All was excitement and 
commotion. The guard-of-honour presented arms. The band 
struck up the National Anthem. The Royal salute boomed 
out fiom the ramparts of the old Fort and notified the Royal 
arrival to hundreds of thousands waiting along the route. 
His Excellency the Governor-General then introduced to Their Im¬ 
perial Majesties the members of their Indian staff and presented 
high officials, present on the platform. After the presentations, Their 
Imperial Majesties left the station, walked through the Selimgarh 
bastion into the Fort to the Reception+Tent, in which the Ruling 
Chiefs awaited them Their Imperial Majesties then entered the 
Reception Tent and the Ruling Chiefs were presented one by one, 
by the Master of the Ceremonies assisted by the local Political 
Officers. When the Chiefs had been presented, Their Imperial 
Majesties proceeded in procession by the following route, which 
was lined throughout by troop .—Delhi Gate of the bon, Khas 
Road, round the Jumma Musjid, Esplanade Road, Chandni 
Chowk, Fattehpur Bazar, Queen's Road, Dufferim Bridge, Mon 
Gate, Boulevard Road, Rajpur Road, and Chauburja Road through 
the Pavilion on the Ridge to the ^Cing-Emperor's Camp The provis¬ 
ion was furmed in three parts P l he following order .—(a) Procession 
of high officials, {b) The Royal Vrocession. (c) Procession of Ruling 
Chiefs. On reaching the Ridtf! Pavilion, the Governors and others 
alighted and took their scats among the RepresenUliycsof Rnt.sh India 
assembled there to welcome Their Imperial Majesties When Their 
Imperial Majesties reached the Pavilion on the Ridge, the Represen¬ 
tatives of British India, there assembled, rose and remained standing 
The Queen-Empress's carnage whs drawn up alolgside lhe King- 
Ejuperor on his left; and the Vice-President of the Governor-General's 
Legislative Council the Hon’ble Mr Jerkins approached on the right 
and read the following address of loyal welcome and devotion to 
Their Imperial Majesties on behalf of British India. Tn reply, HiS 
Imperial Majesty said 

In the name of the Queen-Empress and on iny behalf, 1 hearhly 
thank you for your loyal and beautiful address, the words of which 
have deeply touched us. They recall those countless messages of 
afieetionate devotion with which India in commm with all pirts 
my Dominions greeted uc on our Coronation in England and which 
have been repeated by all classes and creeds of my Indian subje cts 
*ince our arrival in your country 1 know from my Governor- 
General what strength and support he receive* fiom the wise ex¬ 
perience of his Legislative Council, the chosen rppresentatives of 
British India 

1 much appreciate the welcome,- the relcom** you offer us an 
behalf of its peoples 

RftLt assured that there is no wish n^ares to our hearts than that 
m the words of your address, the Indian Fmp're may continue 
steadily to advance in the wa>s of peace, prosperity and contentment 


KtarEmpontf * Camp, Bombay. 17-45 State. 

TO SSTKETARY, MUblJM LEAGUE, LUCKWOW. 

The King-Emperor and "Queen-Eingress have received wtb 
much gratification the message oi welcot*e to the shores of this 
ancient land from the Council uf the All-India Muslim League, 
l am commanded to ask that you will make known the heartfelt 
thanks of then Imperial Mklc&ues for the kind sentiments of 
devotion and good-will to which your telegram gives expression 

.vtam fop mi am 
To 

Secret At y, Muslim Univehsitv Fu no lohmittsk. 

'The Private Secretary is comma tided tu convey thtir Imperial 
Majesties’ thanks to the Committee fur their ! lyal telegrams. 


The Week. 


Persia. 

AFTER a stormy sitting, the Mejliss has approved of the 
Cabinet formed by Sambaiii-eh-Sultanch, the new Premier. Vosuqed 
Dauleh is the new Foreign Minister The decision was hastened 
by the Russian ultimatum, which following so quickly after Persia's 
compliance irith lhe Russian demands according to Great Britain’s 
ftdvtea, has Caused consternation in official circles 

‘JTtae Russian ultimatum includes the complaint with reference 
to Uf. ShuvwPfl publication m Persian of h» letter to the Times, 
which die ultimatum declares incites Persians against Russia. 

A Asm message from Teheran states that the yltimatum also 
dadtaftds that Persia’s future relations with Britain arid Russia shall 


be regulated so as to confirm that the real interests of both those 
countries are understood. Great Britain, the message says, has been 
fully consulted in the matter and certain portions of the ultimatum 
are written in the name of both Powers. 

The St. Petersburg Government has resolved temporarily 10 
enforce Lhe Cossacks guard of the Consulate at Khoi in Persia by 
a small detachment of infantry' and artillery. 

The iVww Vtemya, commenting on Sit Edward Grey's 
speech eulogises the sobncly of us tone and also Lhe great courage 
of British foreign policy The paper says the speech also testifies 
that Russian action in Persia will be unopposed in the letter and 
spirit ol the Convention. 

Russia has rent a fresh ultimatum lo Persia demanding the 
dismissal of Mr. Shuster, the American Treasurer-General, and Mr. 
Lecoffrc, a British subject, lo whom Mr. Shuster gave on Appoint¬ 
ment at Tabriz, and also the payment of the expenses of the army 
of occupation In the event of Persia failing to reply within 48 hours, 
Russian troops ml! advance 

There are .it present six thousand Russian troops in Persia. 

At question lime in the House of Commons on the 1st, Sir 
Edward Grey said 11 1 he effect, direct or indirect, of the action of 
Russia may tike a very serious form in PernA. Russia Iias given 
assurances to Great Britain with regard to the provisional character 
of die step now bting taken.” Sir Edward affirmed that he had 
no reflection to make on the energy and good lntcntfohS of Mr. 
Shuster, but his persistence in appointing British officials m North 
Persia made things impossible 

The present crisis makes it urgent to find a solution at Teheran 
lo avirt the recurrence of incidents calculated to disturb the Angld- 
Russian Agreement, which Ixith earnestly desire should be unim¬ 
paired Government is giving us serious attention to the question aa 
to how a solutiorf can best be secured in consultation with Russia. 
Sir Edaard Grey in his speech on Persia also said he had already 
hicn in communication with Russia and would continue to do his 
utintst to promote a settlement in the best interests of the three 
countries 

Mr Dillon asked if it were true thal Russia hod used the name 
of the British Government in delivering the ultimatum. If so, was 
it with the consent of the British Government? 

Sir Edward Grey in asking that notice might be given of that 
question, added 11 We expressed the opinion that Mr Shuster’s action 
made things impossible and that there ought to be a consultation 
with the Bnlibh and Russian Governments before foreigners were 
appointed on behalf c f the Persian Government 1 certainly ex¬ 
pressed that opinion but am not aware how far it has been used by 
fhf Russian Government at Teheran 

Major Anstruthcr Gray : " Is the Russian occupation purely 

temporary And provisional?” 

Sir Edward Grey; “I have already said we have had assurances 
to that effect but it is plain that a situation has arisen demanding 
the serious attention of both Governments with regard to its ultimate 
possible consequenc es in Persia 

Renter wires from Teheran on the ist —The MejJiss is sitting in 
secret session lo consider the Russian ultimatum The members 
who have We n interviewed declare that the Mejliss is opposed 
10 ihe acceptance of Lhe Russian demands Persia, they say, will 
not be frightened into abandoning her sovereign rights. 

The Persian Government asked for an extension of the time 
limit, on the ist, but Russia refused. 

Reuter wires from Teheran on the 2nd '—The speeches in the 
MejUss during the debate on the Hussion ultimatum were dignified and 
moderate, hut hi inly patriotic and unanimous in declaring tliat Persia 
cannot surrender her independence, which the members of the 
Mejliss had 'aken thc.r oath Lo maintain. 

Russia has handed a further note to the Persian Government 
with regard to Shua-es-Sultanoh’s property, stating that Shua-is- 
Sultarfah’s mother is under Russian protection, which has been 
extended to all her property 

The Persian Foreign Office declares that this note shows that 
Russia is attempting to enforce her pretensions as to the protection 
of Persian subjects, for which she has no justification. 

Intense excitement prevails in the bazaar. The shops are 
closed. Thousands of young men are marching past the Legations 
holding demonstrations, and shouting “ Death or Liberty." 

Telegrams reaching the Government from the provinces assure 
the Government of unquestioned support. A general boycott of 
Russian goods has commenced. 

The Mejliss has refused the Russian demands although Sir 
Edward Grey sent an urgent telegram advising Persia to comply. 
The Russian troops at Resht have been ordered to advance on 
Teheran. 

The members of the Mejliss explain their decision to refuse the 
Russian demands on the ground that Great Britain's advice up to 
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£?.%£? & Wfr <5* to tbo faumiMitp of Pcw». They believe 
^Lf brto rnwnformed wd hope fl*l their 

*?**•-$• *ttB>t«w of Europe and feed to an 
.. father, that compliance with Rusuan 

oetmod* would be abject fcowudict and national midde. 

Mr. Shutter, in a long calfleg'.am to the New York World, 
says, that Russia's demand fortius dismissal is due to his refusal to 
Wray Persia. He declares hp has faithfully fulfilled his cortract 
to the Sovereign and the Naum, but every step taken towards 
effective Financial Reform has T been consistently fought by Russia 
with England's sanctimonious acquiescence. 

Accor din g to Persian telegrams the Russian demands include 
the immediate settlement of all ponding questions 

Mr. Shuster’s guard has been strengthened owing to the rising 
excitement in Lhc Capital 

Reuter wires from Teheran :—Mr Shuster interviewed on the 
1st December rebutted Sir Edward (jiey’s accusation that he was 
endeavouring to Anglicise Lhe Persian service He said he would 
gladly have appointed qualified Russians if there had been any 
available The action of Great Britain rod Russia has obliged 
Mr Sinister to dispense with the services of British subjects in the 
revenue administration, among the appointments a/Tcr Leri being those 
of Mr Hayrock, at Ispahan, and Mr Schindler, atShirar. 

Ala-ed-Dauleh, ex Governor of Pars, who was suspected of 
intriguing ftith a view to the reLum of the ex-Shah, was assassinated 
on the ist Seven shots were fired at him 

Nusr ed-Daulch, a former opponent of the Constitutional move¬ 
ment, has also been assassinated 

A message from Teheran states that llaji Moll mad Tarn, a 
reactionary, was assassinated on the ist December 

It is reported also that Prince Firman Kir in a has been 
assassinated at Kazvin. 

The Norddeutsche Allgcmeme Zcitnng reviewing the events 
in Persia says that in view of the increasing internal disorder the 
Russian occupation of certain parts of the country Appears in be 
unavoidable The paper adds “ All we have to consider is that 
order shall soon be re-established and maintained ” 

The Pioneer'* London correspondent wires .—Interviewed by 
a representative of the Manchester Guardian on the Persian 
situation, the Right Hon'bli* Mr. Amir All dwelt on the ’.merest 
taken by Indian Muhammadans in Persian affairs It would be a 
matter of the deepest regret to those who like himself had l&bourrd 
many years to bind the loyalty of Indian Muhammadans la the 
Throne if that loyalty were weakened by the impression rhat England 
had been party to the dismemberment nl 1'er.s.a, He hoped the 
British Government would endeavour to maintain Persia's integrity 
and independence and that Russia would withdraw her troops and 
leave the country to regenerate itself The report that the ex Slmli 
was going to join the Russian Poops advancing on Teheran filled 
him with anxiety. If Lhe ex-Shah were plat ed 01. the Persian throne, 
there would be an end jf Persian regeneration and the development 
of roiialituUonal nfyme. He hoped the Eiitish Government would 
discountenance any sue h proposal which would bo nothing short of 
a catastrophe. 

Reuter wires irom Teheran on the 4::' —Two thousand 
Rusaiun iroopi have amved at a place thirty miles south of Redit 
and a iurthci 200 at Kamn, where they disarmed the JiuaJ Persian 
Milieux. Twenty five others have arrived at 'I uheran to reinforce 
the Russian legation Guard 

The Times on the 4th siys that the occepiUon of Tchci&n 
may be only a»uuittci of days Tin- lournal considers tliat dis¬ 
appearance is the only service Ml. Shuster ruuld noil render h s 
Persian clients Anglo Russian lo-.qitraiion, says the Time*, wax 
never more indispensable than at nr;sent. 

The Time* absolutely confides in the suirerity of Russian 
assurances that mihtiry intervention vs only temporary ; but says that 
some form of Government is necessary 10 enable Russia >o carry cut 
assurances. 

The Ttme\ trusts it will bo possible to establish a practical 
Government with tfiebny Shah n mailing nil the throne on lines 
devised in a generous spirit by .British and Russian s atesmanship. 

Reuter learns that tne assurance s whHi have reached lamdnn 
confirm the conviction held m British official quarters that the des¬ 
patch ot Russian troops 10 Persia is I01 die specific purpose of obtain¬ 
ing satisfaction td Russian demands and docs not conceal any 
intention ol permanent occupation or in*etfereuce in Persia’s internal 
affairs, the Russian Government being determined to adhere to the 
spirit and letter of the Anglo Russian Convention 

At question lime in the House of Commons, on the 4th, 
Mr Acland slated Lliat Great Britain was informed regarding the 
Russian ultimatum before tl was sent, but as the events which 
occasioned its despatch primarily concerned Russia, the consent of 


Great Britain was not requited. In view, however, of Mr. Shuster’s 
action, Great Britain was unable to object to the demand respecting 
him and the appointment of foreign officers. 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Morrell asked whether there 
was anything to shot that Mr. Shuster’s work had been unsatisfactory 
to the Persian Government or the peOplfi t § 

Mr. Acland replied that the British Minister had reported that 
severe tension had existed between the Ministers and Mr. Shuster for 
weeks past*and had recently caused the resignation of three Ministers. 
Mr Acland hod no information respecting the feeling o f the people 
but Mr Shuster had the support of the Mejliss. 

On a motion for the adjournment of the House, Mr. Mumdl 
asked for a fuller explanation of Great Britain’:; aLtitude to Persia 

Mr. Acland replied that the Government had not made repre¬ 
sentations to Russia regarding two of the demands but on the third 
that Persia pay the expenses of the expedition, the British Govern¬ 
ment hail made representations pointing out that Persia was unable 
to pay the indemnify without a loan And that this burden would 
make it harder to se cure order on the southern road> and trade 
routes, which was ver/ necessary in the interests, of Bntish trade 

Mr. Dillon nsked if Russia had u*ed Great Britain's name in the 
ultimatum. 

Mr. Acland “ No ” 

Mr Acland added lhai S j r Grey would make a full 

statement on the Persian question ni’M week 

It is rcporLed that the Porte has Appealed to the Powers urging 
them to respect the independence of Persia. 

Reuter wres from Teheran on the 4th —The Mejliss has des¬ 
patched cablegrams spooling specially to the British House of 
Commons and the Duma, and generally to the world's Parliaments 
in connection wtfJi Russian action Women are most active in the 
demonstrations whirh are being held They take part in the proces¬ 
sions and harangue the crowds from the mosques and in squares, 
and indulge in window smashing m order to enforce the Russian 
boycott. The Persian Women's Society ha a wired to the Suffragists 
Committee m London asking for the help of English women 

Reuter wires from Bushire on the Sth —Owing to Russian 
action in Persia Russian goods and shipping are being boycotted 
here 

A Time a message from Teheran states that the feeling on 
the 51I1 was specially directed against t beat Britain The Mullahs 
in the mosque accused Great Britain jf hypocrisy in declaring her 
neutrality. 

A boycott of English merchandise has begun at Ispahan and 
Shiraz 

Lord Lanungton 1 s going to visit Persia shortly to study the 
general situation 

At question Lime Mr Acland stated that the Government would 
still adhue to the Declaration of Teheran ol 1007. The Govern¬ 
ment had not done and would noL do anything to depart horn it. 
Russia hi*d gi v cn the most categorical assurances that her action 
was purely provisional and tlmt she did not intend to infringe the 
principles of the Agreement 

A telegram to the Morning Ptsi from Teheran states that 
Persia on Monday presented on ultimatum to Russia demanding 
that troops do not proceed heyond Kazvin and that further reinforce¬ 
ments be countermanded Unless the terms are acceded to within 
thirty hours Peru* will take the offensive. 

Reuter w.rcs from Constantinople on the 6th -—It 11 confirmed 
thal the Piute has circularised the Powers respecting Persia and 
Macedonia, calling attention to the grave consequences which may 
result from the present state of affairs, pie Porte hopes that a 
solution will be found so as to safeguard Persian national mdopend' < 
wee. 

Sir Edward Grey speaking at Plymouth said that Persia wo* 
tn the throes of a severe crisis which was occupying the attention 

of ihe Government whose views would be fully explained next week. 

* 

At a meeting of the Persian residents in India a resolution wot 
earned unanimously to the effect that fifty thousand Persians of all 
creeds residing in India are intensely agitated over Russian aggression 
oh Tcrsia and appeal to the great Powers for preserving the integrity 
of Persia And saving the constitution the interest of humanity and 
progress. 

Reuter wires from Constantinople The Russian Ambassador 
has assured the Porte that Russia has no ulterior designs on Peresa 
and that the troops will be withdrawn immediately the ultimatum td 
complied with. 

Official despatches from the Provinces show, that the people are 
determined to resist the Russian advance. 

The Syndicate dc la Press* Per sane } Tchefynhus sent the 
following message for communication to the Indidfc press The 
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All India M- E- Coaieience. * 

„ u.—madan Educational Conference began its se 
Thb Muh ^ here W as a large gathering. Haziq-ul-: 
at Delhi on the 4t“. Delhi, as Chairman of the Reception 

Hakim Ajmal K . delegates and referred to the Imperial 

Committee wel«»m^the delegates the unavoidable 

SAtL , S!t?S« si—**-*-* 

Presidents 

The Aga Khan's speech was communicated to t!ie meeting. 
It rcFerrcd to the forthcoming visit of Their Imperial Majesties and 
the great Durbar and then dealt with educational problems. The 
Moslem University, the Aula Khan said, had now erteied on its 
initial stagf, and appealed t? those well-wishers of Islam who had 
promised financial help to n' ra t their subscriptions at once. They 
should not be jealous of gmhg a little more power of supervision 
to the Chancellor, and it was necessary tliai the influence of 
Government be exercised for improving the standard of education. 
In addition to the University they should have affiliated to il a first- 
class provincial college. The absolute necessity of baling higher 
< duration on a sound sysLem or primary education was also insisted 
on It was Government's duly to supply primary education to 
the mosses which was beyond the means and scope of voluntary 
efforts in any civilized country. The Government had expressed 
themselves in favour uf free primary education and were anxious 
to do what they could in the matter Enlightened public opinion 
had unmistakably pronounced itself in favour or compulsory uni¬ 
versal education No country could flourish or make its mark is a 
natii n as long as the principle of compulsion was ahscni. 

The President referred at some length to the Moslem University 
scheme and urged for the speedy collection of funds. He ad¬ 
vocated the adoption of the Oxford and Cambridge mode* for the 
Uuivnrsity and fuvouiei the idea of grouping all colleges round a 
local centrr. Referring to free primary ^duration, the Nawab 
said —You stand to gam more by the carrying out of the principle 
of the Hon. Mr. Gokliale's Hill than any ^thci section of the 
peoph. in India provided carc i* taken »r the le-adjustmmL of the 
details He said ■ 11 The King and Queen arc giv irg us a prat tie d 

cknumsiraLMii of their love for ti^ir Indian subjects They might 
have honoured Canada w*H. their first visit. Thev uugliL have gone 
to South Africa or to Australia. Ill each and all of tlwse countries 
their reception would ham bcui enthusiastic and they would have 
been in the midst of tlvjir own people Hut they have most gnu i- 
ously chosen to come io us ( ir^i, whichever oi then vast dominions 
beyond the seas Ihey might vuit afterwards They have chosen to 
honouTUS first because Ind-a is *hi. brightest Jew* 1 in Ihuir Crown 
and they know that the loyally of the people of India- taintless 
wrhcle hearted loyalty, hedged in >y no mental reservation, quahliul 
by no conditions or stipulations, coloured by no distinction ol ciuA 
or ci ecd.” 

H. H. the Mahamja Uaekwar then ru-.:> and lhanked the 
Conference for the cordiality of his reception and e^re^ed hit 
sympathy with the Moslem education movement. His Highness- 
dwelt upon unity iltlong all classes and creeds and bomted out 
that it was essential for national advancement. 

The Honble Mr. butler, the Uon'blc Sycd AU Imam and ihe 
Maharaja of Durbhanga attended the Conference on the 4th 
in the aftojTioon, the Nawab Yikai-ul Mulk Bahadur. the Honorary 
Secretary of tha Conference and of me Aligaih Trustees, moved tht 
following resolution —“ This Conference expresses with great earnest 
ness and real enthusiasm its grateful thanks to the Government of 
Indian which is the representative of His Imperial Majesty, for its 
gracious kindness and great sagacity which will soon make it 
possible for the Mussalmans to realise iheir long cherished ideal 
of a Moslem University and on behalf of the whole community 
thi? Conference thanks the Hon’bie Mr. Butler for Ins kind assis¬ 
tance in securing a most sympathetic consideration from the Supreme 
Government for the united wishes of the Moslems in (hi? behalf” 

The Hou’blt Sohcbzoda Aftab Ahmed Khan seconded the 
resolution. 

llie Hon’bie Mr. Butler, who spoke in Urdv, acknowledged 
hie thanks for tbe resolution. He said, what he hid done was only 
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->e the world once more with the teles of Italian 
The Turks and Arabs have been so many 
that *e have begun seriously 
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wen- uniting to welcome llL Most * hen Ml 

The Hon’bie l>uja of Mil.amudabwl thunWeA taessi, Butler, 
All Imam, Inn Maharaja, of Durbhanga for gracir.g ihti l>mfertnci- 
with their presence. A resolution to that effect was parsed by the 
Conference. 'I'he Maharaja of Durbhanga m offering his ac¬ 
knowledgments hoped that the sister movements for Hindu and 
Moslem Universities would soon put an end to Godless education 

The Universities. 

Th h following telegrams w< re exchanged between the Aga 
Khan and the Mahaiaja of Durbhanga 1 —"Permit me congratulating 
you and the great Hindu sister community success your university. 
Please anejit humble donation of Rs. 5,000 for Hindu University. 
Wish it success —At:\ Khan.” 

11 In the name of the Hindu community I thank Your Highness 
for the generous donation which you have been pleased to announce 
and I have to return the compliment w'lien I have the good fortune 
of visiting Aligarh by asking Y0111 Highness and the Mahomedan 
community to accept ^s. 20,000 as my humble contribution to 
the cause of Muhammadan education Let us both, Hindus and 
Muhammadans pray to God that we remain united with each other 
steadfast in our loyalty to our giacinus sovereign and while ever 
zealous in the cau^c of education, ever faithful to the respective 
creeds of our grrat ancestors —M \haimj v IUiri:ii\nu\ ” 

The Hindu Umvcmly deputation headed by the Maharaja 
of Durbhanga waited upon the Hon’bie Mr Butler at the Town 
Hull, 011 Monday morn ng, when the details of the draft Hindu 
University Bill were rlaccrl before hun and informally discussed 
flie Edutclion Member was sympathetic throughout and ordered 
that he would plac 1 th* whole question before His Excellency the 
ViLbroy and the Government of India soon as possible. 

I he follow mu telegram from H H ll*e Aga Khan has been 
received by the Maharaja of Dmbhang.1 — 11 Most sincerely and 
gratefully ilumk you for your generous donation My greatest 
am nil ion is to see Hindus and Moslems love each other and each 
help the f.uih of the other —Ac .a KmN ’ 

Morocco 

Tiir; settlement of the differences between Germany and France 
on the subject uf Morocco, said Sir Edward, at Plymouth, should 
have a beneficial influence on Anglo-Geriiun relations. In Morocco 
the depression was posing and the diplomatic barometer should 
rise .sir Edward paid a tribute f o the altitude of the Conservatives 
111 excluding the Foreign affair-, of the Empire from the region of 
party politics The Foreign Minister, he added, was bound to be 
hampered in maintaining the interests of the country abroad if he 
was subjected to cur.slant attacks 
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Return of the Romans. 

At Tripoli of Baikiry ihe sun is going down, 

The shoilows of a southern eve are falling on the town , 

The voice of the muezzin sounds from the minarets. 

The Faithful bend, below, in prayer " Allah be with us yet ■ ” 
The turban’d Berbers scowl upon the strangeis in the forts, 

And women’s prayers unceasingly rise from the lattice’d courts, 
But vain the curses, prayers and tears, the angry looks and black, 
In thunder speak you battle-ships “The Romans have come 

back 1 ’’ 

— C M. Gazette. 
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Tjib gkkat moment to which India had been looking forward 
with such eager hope And joy has at last 
The Royal Visit. arrived, and Their Imperial Majesties, the 
Kwg-Eui|)cr<jr and the Queen-Empress, have 
safely reached our shores amidst the universal rejoicings of the 
Indian people. The magnificent reception and loyal greetings 
that awaited them rL Bombay—the elaborate and gigantic scheme 
of decoration that transformed the city into a veritable queen 
of loveliness, wearing it* festive robes uf arch and festoon 
SLoeped in variegated hue, and the* surging crowds uf enthusiastic 
spectators dressed in holiday atliie, alive with the solemn wonder 
of the moment and pulsating with a common emotion—are 
a reflex of the depth and fervour of the feelings whir h animate 
the entire Indian people in welcoming Lhcir Sovereign Ixird. The 
event has raised India to a plane of sUficonsciousiiess, never 
attained before in the history of British Hulc; and the teeming 
millions of this vast continent find themselves to-day united wiLh the 
strong bonds of common loyalty and gruLilude and stirred with a com 
rnon hope. In the person of lhcir King ErnjKror they do not simply 
recognise the might and majest) of the great Empire to which 
they have the privilege to belong, but ihe> feel in this imperial 
solicitude for their welfare a renewal of the august pledge that they 
will continue to enjoy for evermore the blessings of peace, pro¬ 
gress und justice, on which that grcaL Empire has been reaped In 
every part of this country, amongst every suit and condition of 
men, from the lowest to the highest, amongst peasants and princes 
alike, the auspicious event of the Royal vud is tho one common 
theme. It has drawn the hearts togelhrr It has brought visibly 
before the Indian mind the unity of Imperial citizenship In the 
crucible of a common emotion iL hu* for once obliterated the 
distinctions of colour and creed and made urniistakabl) clear 
the Ideals and purpose of the beneficent mission, with which Pro¬ 
vidence has charged England in her relations with India. The 
first words of the Sovereign, in response to the loyal greetings of his 
Indian subjects in Bombay, have struck a touchingly human 
note. They breathe deep sympathy find love for the country and 
its people, and have gone straight to the hearts There is nothing 
conventional about them, none of the spirit of formality that one 
quite naturally associates with royal uIterances on ceremonial occa¬ 
sions. The whole speech is instinct with the Heartfelt solicitude 
of a Sovereign for his subjects, his affection and kindly regard for his 
own people, a humanity that loves to slime common joys and com¬ 
mon griefs. It is our fervent hope that the visit of the King- 
Emperor and his Imperial Consort may end tu happily as i: has 
begun, and when the time comes for them lu say good-bye to the 
Indian people, they may have the satisfaction of feeling that the 
reception accorded to them in India hits been as heartfelt am) 
enthusiastic as any that may await them in any other port qf the 
Empire. 


Iv tii# Royal visit ha* led the popular mind to indulge in Utopian 
mtriilotions, fancy free, one ran readily 
The “ Boons-” sympathise, with such aberrations and bless 

the hearts tliat have so much capacity for 
shejr hope. Tho minds of the mosses may still be a virgin soil, 
but the hearts that can invest the British Sovereign with the 
character of an earthly Providence ore the greatest assets of the 
British Rule in Indio. It is, however, with infinite surprise and 
not a little suspicion that one comes across on uncanny journalist, 
with his hood developed out of all proportion, diving into the depths 
of the popular feeling and dragging out Borne 41 boon '* for his 
own edification as well as that ofhis world. The 44 boons, 11 for 
instance, which satisfy the Bengalee politician’s programme and 
ore bounded within his politidal or sentimental h orison, would 
be, if granted, little abort of an affliction or a calamity. A serious 
discussion has been going on the round of a section of the Bengalee 


Tress about doing away with the so-called Partition of Bengal as 
a 41 Coronation Boon/ But the worthy folk who entertain any 
such hopes forget that a 11 boon n vorth the name should please ill 
and injure none, and that the King-Emperor would not inflict a 
wrong on other communities to please his loving and loyal subjects 
the Bengalees. The demand for the reversal of* the Partition as a 
44 boon n is, therefore, not only silly but mischievous, for it raises 
hopes and expectations which m the nature of the case can never 
be fulfilled Such disappointments, the logical results of false hopes 
nurtured on popular credulity, invariably breed dissatisfaction. All 
this cannot but be embarrassing to the Government and not a little 
troublesome to the people. 


Our Allahabad contemporary is aping the manners of the London 
Times, but the thunder and lightning 
The Pioneer of of the Pioneer suggest all the banality of 

Sedition. Brock’s pyrotechnic display. After attempting 

to kill sedition among other communities 
and in the end creating not a little on its own account, it bos 
turned its attention towards its 14 friends ”, the Mussalmana. ,Its 
recent opposition towards the Moslem University was a foregone 
conclusion after the student s strike at Aligarh and the departure 
of Mr. Arch hold, who left the College unwept, un honoured and 
unsung After its pontifical expression of opinion on the war in full 
it distinguished itself mightily as pioneer of a new humanity 
which revels in tho murder of w<. )rr Um and children, of the aged 
and the infirm, of the halt and the 'And. And nuw we have its 
comments on Persia and the attitude of the Kl lion. 
Mt. Ameer All Before lung our Allahabad contemporary will have 
a distinguishing record of having opposed every community 
of India in c\er> useful movement, uf having choked every 
righteous thought and throttled every generous instinct and noble 
impulse. I’riming. House Square may well fear and tremble for its 
well-earned reputation, if the Pioneet continues to distinguish itself 
in the manner in each succeeding issue To come to closer quar¬ 
ters, the Iht'nrcr characterises Mr. Ameer Ah’s loyal and friendly 
warning to the Government and the country ot hi* present domi 
cile as threats of the loss of Muhammadan loyalty At this rale, 
ther* would be no more disloyal body in Ind.a than the C I. D, 
and every reconnoitring party in tunc of war that gives news of 
the enemy's movements would stand condemned of high ticasun 
Wc ask if the friends ol the Government have no duty to perform 
in the way of warning it of coming dangers ? Are they to leave 
the official to their polo and their bridge, hoping that m some 
mysterious manner they would discover in their gymkhanas 
and their clubs, between chukkers and rubbers, the inmost 
tnoughts of many millions, who are so near to them and 
yet, alu r ,, so far ? To many English officials and journalists 
the only Indians intimately known arc bearers and khan- 
sain as. On second thought we fear we arc somewhat 
unjust in this estimate of editorial and official omniscience. It 
is not only the khansama that is known to them but also the would- 
be Khan Bahadur. It is through this refractory medium that 
India is visible :u Anglolndio. But even at that a sympathetic 
questioning of the sewer-on of buttons or the dispenser of 
whisky pegs would disclose Lhat this man t>ro has a soul and that 
perhaps he has subscribed a week’s salary for the relief of hi* 
suffering ccj- religionists abroad. But omniscient editors, who can 
evolve on agreeable ur a disagreeable world, as their fancy takes 
them, out of their inner consciousness, need not demean themselves 
by talking sympathetically to a dusky servant. No * ondcr then 
that, according to the Pioneer, 14 no intelligent Indian Muhammadans, 
believe that Persia i* to be dismembered, and that all intelligent 
Muhammadans who have followed the couise of affairs for the Iasi 
two years oie aware that Persia has brought outside interference cm 
herself." But what makes the Piuicir think there u> such a thing 
M all os an intelligent Muhammadan ? Evidetttly the Pitmen' hue 
a corner in intelligence and left none fur the imbeciles of Islam. 
Were this Diogenes of journalism to step out of its tub of isolation 
and search for intelligent .Muhammadans according to its own inter¬ 
pretation, it would find precious few, and we can take our oath for 
it that they would all be found in the ranks of Khan Bahadurs 
Apparent and Khan Bahadurs Presumptive. We shall not enter 
at this stage into a controversy about the rights and wrongs of the 
matter beyond saying that Punch was not only humorous but 
also prophetic when it pictured the Apglq-Russian Convention 
as an arrangement between the bear and the lion, whereby the 
bear was to take the upper part of the Persian cat’s body and the 
lion the lower half, leaving the middle for another occasion. In 
Punch it was then an intelligent anticipation or future events, 
but in the Induui Mu&sahnans it is even faHjay a positive sign 
of lack of intelligence Of course the arrival of an honest American) 
who knows not how to tolerate humbug and sham and who cannot 
disguise disagreeable truths in diplomatic euphemisms* has pre¬ 
cipitated matters by his loyalty to Persia rather than to Russia* 
Just as the grant af the Constitution to Turkey, which foretold 
the recovery of tbs sick man, precipitated the ia#^«daace of 
Bulgaria die severance of Beat Romania, and the annex#- 
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tit>n of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Russia roust act to-day oc 
Russia must lose Persia for ever. And Russia knows this 
as well as Indian Muss&lmans and the Pioneer. Such are the 

• realities of the situation that have become inevitable, however 
^ the Pioneer or Russia may disguise them As for Mr. Ameer 
/ Ah. the head and front of his offending is to believe, as after 
a long rarecr of loyal end devoted service in the cause of 
Anglo-Muhammadan unity of feeling he had every right to believe, 
that BriLish diplomacy can take an account of Muhammadan 
* interests and Muhammadan sentiments To talk of the interests 
of the whole Empire in this connection, *is if they demand 
the Russian occupation or Persia, is the height of sanctimonious 
liumbug. A Government that has spent millions to keep the solid 
wall u» a fnendly Afghanistan between il$ forces and Muscovite 
bayonets on one side of India, stands self-condemned in any case by 
removing the barrier of a fnendly Persia on another side. If Persia 
goes we in India shall feel the piifch of it far more than we do 
of the loss of our opium revenue, and instead of having done 
a righteous flci, as in China, we should have tarnished our re¬ 
putation by an unrighteous one. Wp should like to see the Com¬ 
mander in-Chief who would dare disband a single soldier id India after 
that to find money for education and sanitation Would the terrible 
Terriers of Lord Haldane do the sentry duty for us on the Persian 
border ? We should think not But then, whal could please the 
■ Pioneer more than a meagre educational budget ? All this, how¬ 
ever, is nothing compared lo the Pioneers remarks about Muham¬ 
madan sentiment not preventing British intervention in Egypt 
in 1882 and in .Ughnmstan in 1878, and about Mussulman soldiers 
being as anxious 10 be employed in those campaigns as the 
Sikhs and the Gurkhas. So loyally is to be rewarded by paying 
less respect to it than to treason Our Allahabad contemporary 
r- lIihs qualifying itser'for the title of the pioneer of sedition even 
in a commnmty that has not only stood aloof from mischievous 
agnation but has in its loyal ical ueated nqj n Tew enemies 
To approve ot Sir Edward ('arson's threats in Ulster, if 
Home Rule is established, and then tu talk of Muhammadan 
sentiment in India as a sort of fortress in the rear which 
may turn hostJe, may appear tu the Ponetr as highly con¬ 
sistent. But, liappily for 'he world, it is not always guided by such 
misguided journals, and t can judge fur itself what to tlnik of 
Mosle 11 loyalty In the long run, self-interest .s the guiding 
principle of mankind, for even though less lofty, self-in lere p t 
wears the least I11 that sense Moslem lujalty is also interested. 
But il loyalties ran be compared, v»e have no hesitation .n saying 
that Moslem loyally has always been the most dismtciestcd But 
to regard Afos'em >ontimcnt as deserving t.l no deference is to tell 
•icvtmy u'lli n people that they have duties, and those in abun¬ 
dance, but lJi:ii they have no rights at all. If anything could 
weaken the Mus^rn sense of duty it would he the recognition 
c«f n s Uless"Lss 'lhis, howciTr, is a subjort with which we 
have ■vupl) dealt before, anil il nurds no fun her elaboration, 
llut tliL remarks of the /V ncer 011 the Moslem L ague and ihe 
msinu.il toil that Mr. Ameer Ali doc -? not so much warn the 
Govemr ent a*> e\c.t- the Mussalrnans »s a dishonourable tibd 
unworthy of anv journal Wl i*. member that when Mr Tilak was 
indicted fur seilit’or., .lining nthci things, he pleaded that Anglo 
Indian newspapers had routed reprisals by their vnulent attacks on 
Indians That is of course no justification for sedition But it 
car. explain it if the Mussahnans lo c Mhe> mental balance and the 
more It ought less ar.»l impulsive among them become ^educed ft on 
their loyally to .t Government which, with all iU faults, has proved a 
blessing for India, and not less but more sc or the Mussalr.ian*' 
The Power could justly rejoirc then at hs handiwork, for it woulo 
not be Mr Ameer Ah hut the Pitmen that vnjld have paved the way 
tor s edition and its aure and certain consequences, dull), damnation, 
ntid disaster. It is needless todiguise the fact that 'he Inne* arc enheai 
We, therefore, implore Moslem luider-i to *xcr. then utmost influ¬ 
ence to calm the people and to lemind them that Great Britain has a 
cnoBci^nce and a fund of prudence as weil as strength and dial, 
God willing, she will not lei them slumber. Jt is at times e uch as 
thw dial die good sense, self-control, and devotion of a great and 
loyal community stand out m bold relie' against the petbness 
and the imprudence of wouUl-be statesmen and the din and 
do-nour of p«unpered journalists. We are confident *hat these 
, great qualities of the Muss&lmans will not desert them at the juncture 
when their King u in their midst, and no better opportunity could 
have presented itself to th*) Mussulmans of showing the intensity, 
the strength, and the true inwardness of iftieir loyalty. Sir Edward 
Grey and the Pone a seem lo challenge their loyalty. The gauntlet 
has been thrown down Let it not be left lying on the ground 


Now tliat the press correspondents have left Tripoli, either as a 
protest to the Italian ways of warfare 
The War or in utter disgust of Italian methods of 

censorship, the task of enlightening the 
world about the fortunes of the 11 civilising mission' 1 has once 

S in fallen to the lot of romantic 11 Rome.” After a few spasmodic 
fts to catch its early accent, it has recovered the/old trick, and 


begun to regale the world once more with the tales of lulian 
prowess and victories. The Turks and Arabs have been so many 
times repulsed u with heavy losses” that we have begun seriously 
to doubt if there remains a single Turkish Soldier alive to be repulsed 
Perhaps it is merely the ghosts of the victims of the massacres that 
are fighting the Italians, who have not yet been able to shake off the 
mod delirium of blood “ Rome ” informs us that the main Turkish 
position has been taken, that enormous quantises of stores 
and Ammunitions, guns and camp equipment have been captured. 
An extract from the 7 an\n which is reproduced elsewhere, had, 
however, already prepared us for the the movement of the Turkish 
forces towards the hinterland. It appears that the withdrawal of the 
force from Ainzara has been claimed as an Italian victory. However, 
the real war has yet to begin. We need not predict^ about the 
future. Time is certainly on the side of the Turks. For the pre¬ 
sent wc can only wait and sec. 


Tine 25th Session of the All-India Moslem Educational Conference, 
after four days’ usual labour of deliberation 
The Muhammadan and debate, came to a close on the 7th instant 
Educational at Delhi. In the absence of H. H. the Agi 

Conference. Khan who, through unavoidable circumstances, 

could not reach in tune to preside over the 
Conference, Nawab Imad-ul-Mulk Sycd Husain Bilgramt was elected 
President for the Session. With a scholar of his attainments and 
ripe educational experience Lo guide its deliberations, the success 
of the Conference was assured, at any rate, in regard to its primary 
function of Laking an accurate stock of the Moslem educational 
situation in this country Wc still await with eagerness to learn 
uf the measures discussed and elaborated for translating pious hopes 
and ideas into practice, for the co-otdination of educational work 
and activities throughout India, and for the final completion of a 
great fabric of communal education, complete from apex to hose, 
worthy of the importance of communal ideals and adequately 
satisfying all communal needs. Though it has done a work of 
great educative value during the last quaiter of a century, the Con¬ 
ference is as yet an organisation mnocent of method It has done 
its work as propagandist, very necessaiy m its own way, but the time 
has come when the preacher and the poet should give place to the 
expert and the specialist, with business capacity and trained ex¬ 
perience for carrying out the accessary measures in detail and for 
the elaboration of ways and means It is eminently desirable at this 
stage that there should be t thorough remodelling of the constitu¬ 
tion of the Conference f tiul a revision of its programme, its policy 
and its methods in the light of the past experience and with an 
i-ye lo practical results. Indeed, the matter is so urgent, parti¬ 
cularly in view of the far reaching and momentous issues recently 
brought to a head in the field of Indian education, that the Mussal- 
mans can not leave the guidance of then educational affairs to 
raw enthusiasm or goodwill tempered with accident We reserve 
the consideration of Lhisgre.it question till our next 

It 111 usl have been a source of gieat joy and self-gratulation to the 
Mussalmans assembled at Delhi that the 
The Moslem dream which moved them with the urgency of 

University. “ life and-de:ith question ” on the occasion of 

ihe Imperial Assemblage of 1903, is, thanks to 
the impassioned appeal of a devoted leader and the earnest response 
of the whole community, within a measurable distance of being 
fulfilled The leaders of the commui il> who dispersed last year 
at Nagpur, inspired with the hope of the firm resolve with which 
H H the Aga Khan had offered to work for the creation of the 
Moslem University, earned wiih them the inspiration of hojie with, 
however, nut a liulc uncertainly and doubt. The work done 
during the year now coming to a close, the marvellous success of 
the appeal, the outburst uf fine enthusiasm, the toil, devotion and 
unselfish service of thousands in response tn the great communal 
call ard the revelation of a latent unit) of ideals and aspirations that 
move the Mussalmans uf India to-day have astonished even the 
chionic pessimist among them and removed the future of the com¬ 
munity from the dreary region of doubt. But, as the Aga Khaii 
has observed m his thoughtful and eloquent message tu the Confer 
ence, it is only the initial stage of the great undertaking that has 
been entered upon. “Tremendous and almost superhuman sacrifices 
and efforts should be made by us if we wish tu make it a complete 
and an unqualified success. No great task has ever succeeded 
wilbout great sacrifices on the part of its promoters Our desires 
will be fulfilled in proportion to our sacrifices ” These are words 
of profound wisdom which the Mussalinans w ill do well to Lake to 
heart The promises in aid of the University Fund should be 
speedily made good, for it is on its financial aspect that the fate of 
the whole undertaking ultimately depends. To quote H. II. the 
Aga Khan, 11 1 hope the whole of Islam in India will rise to the 
great occasion and rally round and help this great cause without 
any delay. The minimum sum required must be found immedi¬ 
ately.” We are sure the great scheme with which the future 
of the Mussalmans is so intimately bound up will not be 
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fllloffudto fell through for want of a few lakhs. Apart, however, 
the financial aspect of the matter, which la of primary 
importance, there are weighty questions about the scope, me¬ 
thods, curricula and organisation of the University teaching which 
still await solution and will demand the ceaseless and united 
labours of the best intellects in the community. The whole 
undertaking is enormous; and we hope the necessary enthusiasm, 
energy, sustained devotion and above all the best intellectual 
resources will be ungrudgingly applied to the task. Its success 
will be a great constructive achievement. Its failure will brand 
the whole community with incapacity and shame. The 
University is not to be an isolated seat of higher learning. It 
ought to be a nerve-centre, so to speak, of a thoroughly-organised 
system covering every aspect of Moslem education from the 
elementary to the highest, with the parts united to the whole 
find responsive to the'energy and stimulus of the common centre. 
As the Aga Khan observed, 11 To make our system of education 
successful and to be altcndcd with satisfactory and far-rcaching 
effects, we must rest it on a solid base, so that our superstructure 
may not give way under the stress of higher learning. I have more 
than once expressed my opinion that in addition to the University 
wc must establish first class provincial colleges to be affiliated 
to the great University and prepare men of learning who may 
bye and bye take rank as servants and capable teachers in the 
University ” 


The pronouncements ol H. H. the Aga Khan and Nawab Imad-ul- 
Mulk Syed Husain Bilgrami on the vital 
Compulsory Primary question of Primary Education will be read 
Education- with considerable interest throughout the 

country. The President of the Delhi Cun- 
feience dwelt on the question of cost, which will have to be met by 
fresh taxation; and while emphasising the need of primary education 
for Moslem children, he pointed out the mistake of allowing H 
11 to pass altogether out of your hands into those of a State Depart¬ 
ment 11 About this observation of the President there can hardly be 
two opinions. The Moslem children have their special needs, And 
as we pointed out sometime ago, no scheme of compulsory primary 
education can be acceptable to the Mussalmans unless those needs 
are adequately provided for. His Highness Th-s Aga Khan m his 
eloquent plea for free and compulsory education of the masses dwelt 
with equal emphasis on the need of so devising it that“ it? benefit 
may extend equally to the minorities os well as the majorities of the 
Indian communities." We are sure when the time comes for the 
adoption of compulsory primary education, the interests of the Moslem 
children will be safeguarded by legislative piovisicn The 
Aga Khan recognised with great pleasure and enthusiasm the 
remarkable growth of enlightened public opinion in favour of 
compulsory primary education. It is an omen of happy augury for 
the country. The best interests of the Indian people, their 
development inio a common nationality, depend on the widespread 
extension of mass education. No efforts for educating the masses 
can hope to succeed unless there is a generous and whole hearted 
co-operation between the publir and the State. I nr, as the Aga 
Khan observed, 11 no country ran ever flourish or n ake ns mark 
as a nation as long as the principle of compulsion is absent." 
And, obviously enough, it is the duty of the Government to recog¬ 
nise this principle by means of legislation. His Highness 1 demand 
for compulsion has, Jiowever, jarred an the bLscepnbilities of out 
Calcutta contemporary, the Statuman, which, between its dread 
of M Sectarian Universities" and its honor of compulsory primary 
education, has so often tumbled into inconsistencies and wan driven, 
onlv a short time ago, to accept SamtAry Reform ns the lesser evil. 
This time it lias eagerly lighted on a doubt as to "whether in 
modern times a university has been set up with a more complete 
absence of the foundation than the institution on which the Aga 
Khan has set his heart,' 1 We wonder how the existing universities 
can keep themselves going. Surely, they do not draw their 
scholars from the Moon. As a matter of fact the supply of students 
desirous of getting university education has been, thanks to the 
daily growing numbers of those receiving primary and secondary 
education, much greatM than the demand, and Aligarh alone 
has had to refuse hundreds of fresh applicants every >ear for wAiit or 
accommodation Yet it is argued in all seriousness that the 
foundation is completely absent. Primary education, we are told, 
should not be made compulsory because the country is not npe 
for it and there are no tunds for the purpose. University educa¬ 
tion on communal lines should not be organised because there 
is a “complete absence" of primary and secondary education 
To such futilities of argument and inconsistencies arc sometimes 
the " Friends of India" driven. It would be a great relict 
to all concerned and a fortunate day for the country when 


this vicious circle of argument, at present so much m vogue in 
some quarters, is finally and completely broken. 


It is a pleasure to see that a spirit of mutual amity and good will 
is beginning to mainfe£ itself in the rela- 
Aa Exchange of tions of the Hindus and the Mussalmans, 

Graceful Compli- at any rate, as far as their most. prominent 

ments. leaders arc concerned. Both of these great 

communities are at the moment engaged 
in devising educational schemes of surpassing interest and magni¬ 
tude, which arc hound to exercise incalculable influence on the 
future development of the country. The opposition of certain 
vested interests and the scepticism of cold, calculating philosophers 
notwithstanding, the movements for the Hindu and the Moslem 
Universities have roused a degree of enthusiasm and genuine desire 
for educational reform that have never been witnessed in the nistory 
of India before. The very strength and volume of public opinion 
in favour of the movements is in itself a guarantee tliat they 
embody a live issue and touch the broad interests of the communi¬ 
ties at some deep and vital point. IIow gratifying it is, therefore, 
to see that both the Hindu and the Moslem leaders should be 
disposed towards each other in these great undertakings in a spirit 
of mutual sympathy and regard. If the same spirit is allowed to 
broaden its range and to ultimately develop into neighbouring 
helpfulness and tolerance in every day affairs of life, a 11 united 
Indian nation n would cease to he the platform aspiration that 
it is to-day The contribution of Rs. 5,000 made by Hib Highness 
the Aga Khan to the Hindu University and the generous promise 
of the Maharaja Bahadur of Darblianga to contribute Rs. 20,000 
to the Moslem University have a value far in excess of their material 
price. LeL us hope these silver links will grow into moral bonds 
of love and union more enduring than silver and gold. The Aga 
Khan, while sincerely and gratefully thanking the Maharaja for his 
generous donation, says that 11 My greatest Ambition is to see Hindus 
and Moslems love each other and each help the faith of the othei " 
This is, we are sure, the ambition of every true well-wishet and 
genuine patriot of thu country. 

Selection. 

The Wandering Dove. 

I r was the Suow-white Dove of Peace 
Passed by on fluttering wing, 

“Sweet Dove," said I, 

“Now whither fly 
As swift as anything ? M 
As Snow-white Dove gA2ed down at me 
J saw its feathers swell, 

As with a sigh 
Ji made reply 
11 Pm blamed if I caii tell ’ 

"1 cannot roost in Germany, 

Their war talk breaks my rest. 

And, as I've feared, 

In France they've reared 
A fort above my nest 
In Spain explosions scare me atif i 
In Greece the bursting shot 
Swish round my legs 
And crack my eggs. 

And Portugal's too hot. 

" In Italy—well, you can see 
That Pin not welcome there; 

The Turks, no doubt 
Would chuck me out. 

I am in wild despair. 

Alas, in all this world no place, 

Adjacent or outlying , 

Seems fit for me; 

It'S plain to see 
That I must keep on flying." 

—Ato York Wor /4 
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The Agony of Persia. 

Thxnks to the ruthless And unsparing thoroughness of the 
Muscovite afjgrcssni and the crude imbecility ol 1 he British Foreign 
Office. the liberty and independence of Persia is last coming to 
a Lragn end There is not a statesman with lofty purpose and 
strength of conviction, not a giant among the puny and garmloua tribe 
of thobe that sit in the seats of the mighty, who could chastise the 
cunMUcncc of Europe with the scouage ol his moral wralh Paltry 
men with petty minds and hearts of Hint, aping the accent and 
manna of the wise and the gteal of old, have come to dominate 
the counsels ol Liu civilised wuild. Faith they ha\e none, hopes 
and feirs of humanity move them not They ate a rare nurtured 
on the soulless creed of Efficiency, in the atmosphere pecului 
to the imsuicss Syndicate and the Tiust Even in iheir wars of 
1 #nq«est and ruthlc,s extermination the) liavi none i»l ilu. 
niflgmfiient idealism of stark and sheer force, hut Ivv- developed 
a biibrn<:ss jargon peculiarly their own The) divide a helpless 
and weak country into “spheres of influence " amongst themselves 
and try to 11 penetrate H peacefully” in order to “develop its 
*(,souFCi-1 1 and, .it the end, when the rare of “native sa\age*» n 
hu bfon thoroughly beggared Hid deprived of its ixiwcr and libert), 
it ij s miou siv invited to be grateful to them foi hearing its burden 
and to admire the "triumph ol civilisation ” Veiny the while man's 
burden of sms is appalling beyond redemption Italy has already 
given us an object lesson of what that burden 1 an be ’ Hu blood 
o. the martyrs spilled on the desert sands of 'Tripoli, the innocent 
victim* ol A ferocious bloml-lusl, whose dwelling is among the tombs 
and whose silence is h“rfrd only of (iod, have won for her, like In r 
liurgiax, the eternity of inlamy ns the vjiIpL fii^i-e of modem 
history 

Russia would seem to be hi nt on a far more 'hhumaii achieve- 
.rim! A united und iodepc n-ient nation is not to be destroyed at .1 
. troae It j> to Ik* slowly and with exqu.site rorturts Ned to d< *U.h 
l lus Persian Mcjltss, representing the hopes and asp'L-hous of a ra«.e 
whole annals, as glorious as any on icrord, dale hm k to 3,000 vears, 
has won the respect of the world by maintaining national hunoi.r 
and dignity even m its last gasps of trcedoin OF h truth, 
it cannot hand over the independence and freedom of the country 
which it had sworn to maintain The provinces suppo r l the 
M^jUssm us derision Thousands of young men arc marching about 
in th k fleets of 'Teheran at Luts supreme crisis in their national 
destiny, shouting 11 death or liberty ” Even women are leported to 
havi* been torccd out of the pmacy of their harems and in ready to 
loin m the deleuce of their country’s honoL! and f rtedoni All Lli&t 
is fine and 11 inly and noble in thr* spirit and genius ef the nation has 
ly-cn sti> red to its depths The aggressor haa lei 1 josc his, hungry 
legtoos i.n the count)/ and they are rapidly [Messing on Telman 
Anted resistance there can be none But the dead weight 
iT repression and tyranny cannot |HTmanently keep down the spirn 
of ‘rei&dom A united nation p aturared with low of liberty 1 a.inot br 
en -laved with wj 

None, hcweve\ ran hghtly ignore lhe cnisluiif and soul destroy¬ 
ing burden of the ruthless despotism Pm Russia is ditcinuned to 
impose on Fctjia In fact it is the wiy "ffoits of the Persian people 
to deauiC their administration of despotic anuses strengthen the 
O/untty, and evolv, a system ot just, eqiKable, and truly national 
covemmcnt that have developed the Russian mccacc to such fearful 
dunena.ons After reading Mr Shuster's lelloi to the 7rtnts, the 
scowid part or which is reproduced m our issue of h.-day nj ur-biass 
t:J student of affairs in the Middle Ease tan fot a moment doubt the 
Mm ami objective of R ussian methods and diplomat v flic letter lay 
bare an amount cf interference, civruon und high hand''dne.ss on the 
|jart of Ru&ma that would strike as outrageous or utterly incredible in 
theta, of the Declaration of 'Teheran of 1907. the hmes t w«th its 
usual sulienudisfor the suscuptibilities of Russia and its fiank rcnudia 
tirm of inter national bargains that i*w. inconvenient for the 

moment or begin to militate .against its gr.ispiih designs of Jingo 
linpermJiiin, had tnc-d to besmuch not only the noble Uadilions ol 
the British Press, buL the fair name of England by declaring that 
“ Persia was not independent in the full sense of the term ’* It not 
rally meant a justification of all what Russia was doing, but aggravated 
the whole situation by a wicked outrage on Lhe conscience of nations. 
In order that the mischievous enortruly of the methods, which suit the 
Times in try mg to promote the interests of the Empire, may be seen 
in then true light, we quote the assurance given to Persia by the British 
representative m Teheran on 5th September 1907, when the Anglo- 
RUNi«n Convention was concluded. The solemn Declaration, 
amongst other things, assured Persia that— 

TV object of the two Powers (Ruuw and England) in making this Agree¬ 
ment u not 10 my way to attack, but rather to assure Tor ever, the 
independence of Persia. Not only do they not frisk to have at hand 
anjt exenst fir intern* Tim, 6 mt their object m the# friendly nefohatums 


Mr net to allow one another to intervene on the pretext of rafiyuanUng 
thtii interests " 

'These words, especially the lines we have italicised, arc plain as 
plain can be, and happily conceal no juggling and diplomatic subtlety. 
In fact diplomatic language can hardly nse to greater emphasis and 
clearness than this Vet it is this unequivocal assurance for Persia’s 
independent r and freedom from interference in her internal affairs 
that the Tnnr\\ the most soleimi-faccd custodian of Imperial prestige 
and honour, has sought to repudiate A* for the methods and 
attitude ol Russia- - the dictator of the Tvnrs and the keeper of its 
conscience—they read like a satirical commentary on the words of 
the Dei laration wc have italicised. And because they were resented 
and opposed by the one strong man who had been serving his 
Government with honesty, ical and devotion, the assurancos of 
solemn treaties are to be set aside, the Times must support 
Russia, S11 Edward Grey must shuffle and equivocate, Mr. 
Shuster must go to the wall, and Rnv-ia must “ intervene on the 
pretest of safeguarding her interests" Mr Shuster in a long 
cablegram to the A'i'w York \Y<trld is reported to have said that 
“ Russia's demand for his dismissal is due to his refusal to 
betray Persia Hr* declares ho has faithfully fulfilled his contract 
to the Sovereign and the nation, but evciy step taken towards 
effective financial reform has been consistently fought by Russia 
with England's sanctimonious acquiescence ” 

History has hardly anything Ic show more filthy or base than 
the gruesome diplomatic drama now being enacted at Teheran The 
earliest efforts of a once virile race to equip itself in accordance with 
the requirements of progressive races, and take its place worthily in 
the enmity of civilised nations, are being thwarted with an energy of 
determination that is defiantly brutal and base. The one Power that 
could atiy the hand of Lhe spoliator has already surrendered its right 
of moral veto and has sunk into a mere instrument of Russian 
designs T he ihitish Foreign Policy has lost its sense of moral 
judgment in the hand* of Sir Edward Grey. It has been divorced 
from the liberal traditions of helpfulness to struggling nati onal ities 
whu li shed impel ishable splemluui on British history and consti¬ 
tute die living glory of lhe Piruish rai e ll has been dqgraded 
to told, 1 ynical moves und countermoves on the diplomatic chess¬ 
board and has utterly forgotten that the figures it deals with arc 
made ol IRsh and blood I he interference ol Russia is Lo be con¬ 
doned because the hands of British statesmen are tied down by an 
illegal Convention The voice of liberty 11 to be gagged, even the 
mother of Parliaments c to be. mu vied because the exigencies of 
diplomacy are fearfully • dieting and inexorable. 

Sir Edward Grey has announced his intention of making a 
statement on Persian affairs in the House of Commons. We 
await his pronouncement *ith all the anvicty ol those who would 
like to know that llnLish policy towards Persia Las been abso¬ 
lutely free Irom Russian dominance I'he facts of the situation 
are, however, ugly and cumpiomibing, and we umnot sec how the 
British Foreign Mm.ster can exonerate himself at least from a sort 
ol passive complicity in the development of the Russian schemes 
for occupying Northern Persia The logical simplicity with which 
Russian designs have matured, sttp by step and aU by act, culm mat 
ing m the despatch of the army of occupation now marching on 
Teheran, had either failed to impress fur Edward wiLh the sense of 
coming events, or wa. ignored in a spirit o f nonchalance, or even 
acquiesced hi in consuuus imbecility In uny case wc can 
not be supposed lo nrimnc Lhe ignorance, nr mdiflerence or 
hclplessm s- of lh<_ Minister when the understanding 11 to assure 
lor ever ilu independence of Persia" is about lo result in the 
planting ol Russian Cossacks in the hearL of Teheran, to be followed, in 
tne natural icmrse, by i\ formal annexation un the basis of the 

J tti riCi urnph 

The* ITiner-SecruUry of Slate for Foreign Affairs and 
du* greut Times are assuring the w^orld that “military intervention 
v only temporary and th.u " Government would slill 
adhere to the Declaration of Teheran of 1907. The Government 
had not done, and would mil do, anything to depart from it 
Russia had given most categorical assurances that her action 
was purely provisional, and that she did not imend to infringe 
the principles of the Agreement” Is the Declaration of 
Teheran still intact after all that Russia has done? So far iL«i 
beneficent tn'.uuions have brought about a military intervention 
Who knows but that it may survive to bless the ultimate annexation 
of lhe unfortunate country with its ghastly mockery ol words. Russian 
11 assurances ' have a grim knack of avenging themselves on those 
who have the misfortune to take them seriously. u Provisional" 
fictions are not unknown to have grown into permanent necessities 
Even liberal England has lound her “provisional” presence in 
Egypt to be an indefinite call on her civilising mission, and there 
is no lack of those among her statesmen who advocate the 
“ regulaiismg" of her connection with the country, 1 c., annexing 
it finally and for ever. We do riot know what the 11 provisional 
action” of the destroyer of Poland and Finland and Central 
Asian States amounts to There are already veiled hints forth¬ 
coming in abundance that some sorL of serious tampering is 
contemplated with the Persian constitution and system of govern- 
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meiiL Sir Edward Grey Iuls thrown out an ominous indication of 
the direction in whirh the joint Anglo-Kuuian action is lo move 
in the prcuent crisis. Replying to questions in (he House of 
Commons on the isi December he is reported to have said dial 
11 the effect, direct or indirect, of the action of Russia may take 
a very serious Jprm . . . The present crisis makes it urgent to find 
a situation at 'leheran to avert a recurrence oi the incidents 
calculated to disturb the Anglo Russian Agreement . It i-. plain a 
situation has arisen demanding the serious attention of both 
Governments with regard tu its ultimate |w>sihli; * onsequtMicex 
in Persia " 'l he.se words are porli-iuibus and rull ot menace 1 he 
action of Russia 11 taking a very spurns form ” and the 11 ultimate 
bsible < oiisequem.es" ol the situation hi I'ctmu hold out sranl 
pc that Persia will emerge out ol the WTi&is without her liberty 
of action crippled oi even her sovereign rights m some measure 
reduced, The Times is still more jjorlt if indeed it can 

ever lie less, and we n ad thoL “it will foe (jcjs^iLile to t ^Ul>j1is1i 
a pnulual f lovtmnu iu with thi bo r Shall itrimming mi the 
throne on the lines clcvisul m .i guuruiis qnni hv liutish 
and Russian .statesmanship/' 1 l is plan, nut wh.it the tmu\ 
i all * “practical guVi mini ul " is nothing iiioil i oi K ihm a 
body ol dignified dirks sit up to rigour tin ilmnsnl hrilish 
and Russian icnulents at Telman J hi sulu iluile im 1 tin 1 boy 
Shalt" would be putluui, win* it nol so Lraii'ipaiuidv nnr»ui.ir> 
Some puppet of nuional “authority ’ li.is Ijcmi de< lurid to be in 
dispensable m all Si hemes of ( olnmal exiunsimu, in i-rilci to save 
appeal muccs and (heal reality Phi **guirruns spirit 11 m wlmh 
a "practical government” of an indi pend* ill umuiry is to In 
devised by the signatuiics ol the Anglo Russian < o.ivuiiion or 
perhaps by the leader-writer of the //wn is, ai in.iy take't, not fai 
removed from the spirit Llml has hitherto sustained tm while man in 
bearing his tremendous burdens 

Pcraut stands Inm in lur icsuhe lo ujn i tin humiliating 
demands of her powerful und griatcii enemy 'slit dsn stands 
lo lofii; her independence. The next few duyj will tcvuil tin spirit 
lit which England discharges her serious ri vpurr-ilnlily in the matter 
England's action will decide the late ol Persia And il is not ton 
much tu say lhai Persia’s fate will dec ule the Incur* imjsiIiou oi England 
in the affairs ol llu- East It is icaly inn edible in imagine, that 
the piospect of Russian boundaries marc lung .dong fudiiiii ImouIicts 
and almnil enveloping Afghanistan dues not seriously alarm lluiish 
xutesnicn With the disnppearftm e ol JVism vill ;o for ever the* 
security of the Indian Empire and the prestige of (Ik llriiixh name 
The reputation ol England As the great tnenil nl ln < dnm is oiv* ol 
her greatest mural assets It is a force of in< aJuitahlf good in ner 
relations with the Kast. 

The Indian Mussulmans cun never thud ol Pi isia ard tur people 
without deep euiotinii They owe in the itniiitry and ii> gre.il 
men of old, its poets, philusplurs, men ut leii.rx, k iltbi whu It i1w\ 
can never repay and will never forgot r l hc'ir i iviiisdtioii in India 
was mainly Persian in origin , and they b el il spir.runl and intLlledu'il 
athmly with the people of fmn more cb-rp and Iasi up by tm ihun inv 
that binds then to their own couptiynun ot uih.-r rm cs and ciccds. 
The influences ot Persian life and cullim* |kii 4 i atid c\m >ontt* ot 
the most impurtant aspcc is of Hindu lil<\ and Imvc lefr h pnnianrnt 
impresti on Hindu liter aiuie, language, man in-is, and spin’uuhty 
The heart ol every IvidiAn, and particularly of ( v<t) Mussulman, g'jcx 
nut in deep synqMlhy tu Persia in the lambUs and i.nsiuitunes llml 
heat her They hope that the British Gcivcnuunt wd yet i is*, to the 
occasion and save her from (he ruthless designs of an n»srn<puhius 
foe 1 lie deitruilion of lici national liberties, when ‘.tu <s earnestly 
btrtving for peace, process and iclunn, will Ik* a \ alaamy dial wiU 
stir the feelings of the Indian Mu‘.■ml mans, as ol cvnyln-.cr oi human 
freedom, to their depth*'. MV trust, however tulht ultimata rigliu urn- 
ribss ol British stallvnuicislnp that bu& a calamity will 1 m 'ivcried 


Petty Despotism in the U. P. 

Wk rrckivwd some t iiil ag • a copy of t'u hinrin! pitit.on 
of MuinUs Hiwmn, ^u^virvl rict'i, Hetwa Tan il llinu^i Divinon. u 
His Horur the; Ucnteiunt C»ovum*r r»f tin Vnucd Prc^vi icei 
The fucts ihsdostid lignin and vouched fi'r hv oflauu ruuids 
tcil a taxi tale of petty de^/h^.n «\ the most iWudm .if ail 
hurt*aucrarirs in h*\tw. Ir seenn*tlul thi Sub-Ovtrsi_.'i who has 
{wtitkmed the lacnlcuant-Gove'iioi hadsonKla»w oftended thr* A.shs 
tnnt Engineer, a Mi A. K, IiCwih, v*ho bud ucnoi unally u*|>ortcd 
the Sub-Over socr to die Executive Eng in Off ibmu wrong measure¬ 
ments, which, however, had turned out, on the admission or Mr Lewis 
himself, to be correct. Eviderlly enraged fti lh^ Mr. Lewis, it is 
alleged, once told the petitioner that he had sjiokcn to the Superin¬ 
tending Engineer against him and had hien asked to n poTi the 
slightest Gull of the Sub-Overseer, which, he was assured, would 
procure his reduction How far this is true we do not know, but if 
it is,—and the sulwcquent action of Mr Nelliersole, both as 
Superinionding Engineer and as Chief Engineer does not in any «*ay 
contradict it—then it seems clear that armed with such an assurance 
Mr. Lewis felt himself to be the master of the situation. 


The petition goes on to say that “on 23rd March 1907, 
Mr Lewis checked petitioner's work and rebuked him at the outset 
that he was dishonest and that his measurements were all wrong, 
and began to alter the figures in the measurement book, and 
when the petitioner told him that be was not dishonest and that 
his measurements were correct, Mr Lewis caflght hold of his 

neck, struck him with his canc, called tiim names, pushed him 

down his liorse and dragged him on by (he neck for a lung 
distance ” This was reported to the Superintending Engineer through 
the proper channel, hut, strangely enough, it was the Sub Overseer 
that was suspended, and the Executive Engineer was ordered 
to “ proceed to the sjjot ana personally check the measurements 
made by the Sub-Overseer, and checked by Mr Lewis, as 

it u on tht\ point that the whole mutter turm ,J Ijuer the 

Superintending Engineer made an enquiry in per si n and noted 
down on the Oth May that “the Executive Engineer had checked 
the measurements .is directed in my note ot the i -th April ^07, 
with the result lh«\l //r found the Sut-tji'iester \ measurement* 
as checked by Mr Lewis, th% ai(tuition Mtidn t>\ him in 
one oi /*. o items mil/ onnj i\r\ petty He (Mumuu' Husain) 
is thcretoic ilIlasilI from susptnsinn Irom the datr ol 5 th May. 
He is to diaw full pay foi the whole period under Mis|>ensin,i except 
Tor live days, furwlnOi ‘U v ill draw hall jj.iy only .ib pums^ime nt 
lur absuiiting lumstll from tlul* r Ilie wholi pencxl will count as 
servae Low arils pcnsiun Nol Wisfitd wnh thi*-, Murmaz Hcnuun 
applied tm the .5th May to ihc* Superintending Eng.iuu, who wrqte 
on the 1 Mth June tu the 1 'auiuivc Engineer that rb« Sub-Ovrrvcer 
“should 1iciiikornudLh.il the tut of insuf>oraiunti'jn for uhi^h I 
punish, d him hy a lb n vifuily hatj ha\ for pvt days mis not that of 
ir par tins' the c n 1 uhistanns of tin tase Jo the Jlxei utn 1 hn^uietr y as 
he was ijutte ughl t<> do t hut that oJ absenting hinksel' ‘ *1 hereupon 

Mum la/ Husain applied on the jytli July to the C hicl" Engineer. Oil 
the -rrst November, 1^07, the Exeiulivc Engineer informed him that 
with relerenci tn •nig pciiiiun to the Chief Engineer ' Ihc Suptnn- 
U riding h.nginur, on 1 c consideration of Ins tasc, has bier, pleased 
lo order ilmt the words 1 except lor five d.i)S tor which ne wdi draw 
Jialf pn> only as punishment lor H'senrmg himself Irom July ‘ bn 
tx[iunged from para 6 01 SuperiiUi nding Kngineei s note dated 6tlt 
May, 1907 ” 

Tims il appear. 1h.1l all that Mumtaz Hosiliii Miccetded in 
de»ing during 1 ignt months a nee the incident of jjrd March 1907 
was that /:t ex* aped punishment fur the savage assaults which 
Mi Lewis had made on him hi one of his ricumng attacks ot 
uncon ti tillable rage*, ilui, although a Sub -0 i'll seer drawing a salary 
of Rs 60 per monlh only, Mamtaz Husain—who had served 
foi twenty-two >eau in the Department without having been 
punished as the Supcri.iUrhng Engineer Iwd At first done, and, 
ol lourst, without any ineiilenta ol brutal as aiillb stun as that 
ol Mr lewis -was a \«.ry respectable and well connei fed persoa 
Dcspairn g ol r iuvirig justice from NelhersuU, the Supei- 
inleruliug Engineer, ur ail) higher officer of the Department, 
he fil'd a t'ivd r»uiL against Mr Lewis in order to pul tne 
fcai oi God into that unruly person This hi* did txartly a yeni 
alter I he assault, so that no one t-un say chat he had ugl used 
considerable patience 111 ‘.he milter But this vas too much foi Mi 
Neihersole, who wrote* to Mumtii/ Hositin on die /lh May, 1908, as 
follows —” It has 1 omc Lo my notie*e that you have instituted a Civil 
Suit 1. In mi in ft danuiges against Mr Lewis, in resist tubu action us 
your Sqienor 0/hcei, ihe whole circumstances of the cast having 
ftrm already Liby investigated ly inr and my orders Iherton having 
been eommumrated U« you officially Yota actum in thdA defying 
the tiuihnih ot \nfr Ihpartmntal Sufierioi is htydy improper 
uni I f.treis vn.t that tf prmsted ;//, it wiii, nr wr opinion t 

sender W* habit ?(>• farfeitiue of inn an your .#// niittum in 
flnr, r.tmvni Si rim c, and its p/uthge 1 fimn 2 ]§ti 10 OA\ 

the dare on w/iit it voa uwhtuU d the suit You me A why plated 
unite/ s'ispnisuai n,sm that date and an ifi ■ f\ ted at ever 
sHO'/nt ,t mi/teu i xpleu/aiiiui of umr nmditil i umher fall on 
yi’-i tor in immediate explanation as lo why notue of your 
,Mention lo insitute th s suit was not lodged as 11 should have 
been under Section 424 C V C 

Her:- 1 5 a warning ol dismissal, an instant suspension and a 
duimnd for two immediate explanations, all rolled fnto one. 
When the Sub Overseer asked fur being released ttom sus 
pension he was mfoimcd that the Superintending Engineer 
availed the result of the civil case '*(/ you allow if to pro'ttd "— 
a very t gnificant if, indeed—before submitting the whole case to 
the Oiid Engineer with his own opinion for orders The same 
application was again submitted on the 10th November, 1908, 
After die case had been decided m favour of Mamtaz Hosain, 
but he was informed that nolliing funfact could be done as “die 
proceedings in the civil caims arc not yet terminated/’ One 
could have thought from this that Mr. Nethersole could form no 
opinion in the matter till the case was dicided, *nd the departmental 
Action would depend on the Tcsult of the suit, a decree for 
Mumtaz Hosain settling the matter in his favour. 

But evidently that was not the way Mr. Nethenole thought. In 
February, 1910, the High Court finally decided the case. The 
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proceedings! of this case must be somewhat curious reading for it is 
alleged that Mr Lewis staled before the Chief Justice that he was 
entitled to make use of any menus to make his subordinates work, 
whereupon the Chief Justice is said 10 have told him that the 
use of cane or fists was contraband cargo even tor an official 
of the United Provinces. (JVr " I-aw Journal’ Sth April 
1910, Mumtaz Hosain ur. Lewis). The High Court judgment 
states as follows.—“Tne plaintiff (Mumtaz Hosnin) is apparently 
a man of respecuible position in life . 1 he defendant 

(Mr Lewis) struck him twice with a canc, pushed him along by the 
back of his neck, called him names, indirectly threatened him with 
being tied up and thrown into ihc canal, and afterwards tiled to set 
him on lus horse when he refused to get on it All this has tieen 
found by the learned Judge, but he says that the plaintiffs conduct 
afforded considerable justification lor the defendant's ads I 
do not think this is so. There was some provocation no doubt 
but it wbs not so great as to justify the treatment meted out to 
the plaintiff by the defendant The circumstance that he was 
a man of violent temper did not mitigate his conduct " As foi 
the law points raised by Mr. Nclhersole, the High Court decided 
that "a public officer has no right to use insulting language 
to the subordinates, and hr has no right to c mimil Assaults upon 
them. If he exceeds bis rights ami uses defamatory language which 
is actionable, or assaults or hurts a subordinate be is responsible 
in damages as any ordinary person would be liable. The Court 
below was entirely in error in the vuw \«hiih it look that ,t public 
officer whs entitled to notice ol an action for any stub assaults 
or defamation as is alleged in this case Wc therefore must allow 

the appeal." , _ _ _ r 

but w'liar was the net results of so miuh ado? Was Mumtaz 
Hosain reinstated and Mr U*wis dismissed or otherwise punished * 
hot a bit Although the case was dicidcd 111 hehniary, mjio, the 
Department, it is alleged, took no notice of Mumtaz Homiii lor about 
bix monlhs In August, 1910, the Supt rintending Engimur sent for 
him at Jhansi and informed lum in writing llflu he was required 
lo submit his explanation to the c lunges brought against him 
The petitioner states that no ^riltrn charges were, however, given 
to Irm for explanation for a month, but on Uil mth Sc ptember, 
1910, the then Superintending Engineer f.Mi liaiUiw) promised 
that orders would shortly be passtd about lus ,uapension and 
allowance as soon as the case was forw.uded lo thr Chief Engineer 
Mumtu7 Hosain, alter Aiming for \ or 5 months, kept on submitting 
tc minders b> registered post to the Supernu-mli m Eigineer, Jhaim, 
in February and March, lyn, and, receiving no n ply, submitted 
two reminders to the Chief Engineer in April and May, ’‘in, and 
again reminded him by reply prepaid telegrams Lwice 111 May and 
jun C jy,| }lni all 111 no effect Me then went to Naim 'I a! 
to wait on the Chu f Engmeir and stajed ihue for 1 day*, s.i« 
ihe Chief Engn eer several turns, but rennet’ no order*. 

On the sKlh jane, 101he in lived uv ordi r funii the Clm I 
Engineer demanding his explanation ot thru 1 barges Hut htivng 
watted many months in doing 'lOlhing, ilie ( hief Engineer tell in 
-dined to makt up ior losL tune r.ni! vault d 1 ■»«* Sub Overseer s 
explaiAtion within .i aw/ Mi mta/ Homip, ho«i:v» r, subnu'ieU h s 
explanation m time, lint whal were the rhwgs# > The fir-twos 
iZuhwdxntM'in, because the Sub-Overseer hau staled mure tnan 
fmryrai* ugv in his petition dated zjrd Ma-cb, 1907, in 'ihirh he 
lomplamcd of Mr. Lewis’oiiMinli, dun Mr Uti'i hod deliberately 
and mlentiiVKilly under meosiued his work. The second wus 
insubordination, because in his application tn the Supn intending 
Engineer he had ventured to submit that J the .luthoriues of h.s L¥ 
liitment had done justice according to the ffi* ts on record he would 
not have perhaps dared n, give any lurther ’rouble to Mr lew-,*. 
Tlie thrrd charge was also of ui\u bunt'tut and 7 nif sfint to 4 ir 

suterv n\ because in his application lo Lhe Ch el Engineer hr had 
haid that his explanation which deserved p‘ r ii sa * not takjn into 
consideration and Mr Lewis had been fcu ur«?d by the DqiarlmenL 
Whether these charges are at all serious we sIiaP Umt Lhe reader 
to judge fnr himself. But it is noteworthy that Mr Nelhersote 
himself h-.d officiary stated that in dealing will’ ihi* cv.sc he had 
-not found Mumtaz Hosain guiltj of ajiyoffintc olhc»- than that of 
absenting himself from duty--a charge which was evidently dis¬ 
proved, for the punishment awarded by Mr. Netlursolc v~.s sub«c 
qucntly cancelled— and that the act ol insubordination for which 
he was originally punished was not that of *’ reporting the ciremr- 
stances of the case to the Executive Engineer n.y he 1 vu quite right 
to do." Now, the first charge is none other than our old friend, the 
insubordination of 11 reporting the circumstances of the case In the 
Executive Engineer, as he was quite right t j do," and it has taken the 
Department more than four years to discover it by a careful microscopic 
examination The other rharges do not appear 10 us to be any 
Tnore substantial, and th^ inmost that can be said—if the facts 
stated iti the petition are true -is that after having been treated 
most unjustly by the department, tire Sub-Overseer did not thank 
the benign officers for the injustice done lo him, but, on the contrary, 
expressed the truth a little too directly for official susceptibilities. 

Whatever the nature of the charges, no right thinking man 
-can say that the result of the whole case does any credit to the 


Department's reputation lor justice. The Sub- Ovetsecr 
dSSut. Need we add .hat the Ch.cr Engmecr who pa ed 
these orders was no other than Mr. Nethersole *!* ,0 . as “P”!]] *hrea£ 
Engineer is alleged to liase all along shielded Mr Va ■ . 

ened the Sub-Oterseer with awful consequences .f after having be*» 

brutally assaulted by a habitually .11-tempered supenor he so^ht 
justice in the highest court of judicature winch the t>ove™ment o 
His Majesty has established for the protection of life and limb from 
the fury of ruffians After this it will not surprise “ » 
that Mr Nethersole will be knighted in the forthcoming Uu 
for his in .partial justice to his subordinates, and that Mr Lewis 
will be promoted for the meekness of his manners a , P 

moling loyalty throughout the British Empire l-nwledea of 
with this case at such length not because we have any 
Mi MumUc Hosain other than what the copy of his jiemion supplies, 
or that we have any reason to think .11 of Messrs l ewis and 
Nethersole What has moved us to write is the met that sueft 
cases are unhappily of a somewhat frequent Laurence m the 
United Provinces, and we feci that the mailer should forcibly 
be brought lo the notice of higher authorities in the >ear or the 
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TUKKISH RELIEF FUND. 

M. Jiilaluddm, Esq , Jaikitwhar, Darjeeling 
( liAudhri Naorul Ilat], Esq , Calcutta 
Two Muslim Girls out of llicii u Idi 
Mohiimcd All, \W \, Calcutta 
Hafw- Ahmed, lCscj, Ahg.uh 
Mrs Mohan led All, C'alruUi (by sale 

Kurbain skins'! 

Fa/l-ur Rah Hum, Esq, Knwi Farsiirai, I’alna 

Iftikharuddin Ahinul, Esq , Marchra 

Mohamed Hanif, Esq, Alig.irh 

A/i/ur Rahman, Esq , Unao 

Moharned ]unit'd, Esq , Jaunpur - 

M Hasit Ah. lisq , Hudaun 

Naimuddm Khan, Esq , Al garh 

Babu Kafiitllah Khan Sahib, Aligarh 

Professor Abdul Haq Haqqi Haghdadt, Aligarh 

hliah Mustafa Ahmed, Esq , Aligarh 

S Mohamed Ah, K«q, Bhopal 

Prof Nawab Ah, Baroda 

S Raza Ah, ] r .s<i, llasti 

lftikhar Ahmod Shah, Esi] , IJahrau h 

Haji Bashir Ahmca Khar> Sahib Wansi, Gha#qiur 

Amount eceived during the week 

Amount pu v’ocsly m knowledge d 


lotal 


Ks 


Rs. A 

P. 

5 0 

0 

2 0 

0 

J 0 

0 

5 0 

0 

50 0 

0 

2 12 

0 

2 0 

0 

4 a 

0 

•jn 

O 

O 

0 

10 0 

0 

10 7 

0 

21 0 

0 

5 0 

0 

10 0 

0 

10 0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

2 O 

0 

5 0 

0 

ji 

0 

0 

0 

S 0 

0 

20 s 

0 

370 3 

0 

,24(1 0 

0 

i,fiih 3 
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Anglo- Russian Policy in Persia. 

(FKOM NIK "TlMKS M ) 

II. A better example of Rushut's open hostility to the Pirsian 
(jOvernim.nl could hardly be found than the very rerun actions of the 
Russian Lomnl-fieivial at Teheran, PuxLlonow, with all the deUils 
of which 1 am nersonally familiar r l ht f.tcts me still fresh in the 
public mind , but it may be noted that thr arrest and brutal treatment 
of .i fcw Tn.as.iry gendarmes by .1 superior force of Russian Cossacks, 
led by two Russian Consular ullficers in full uniform, and the subse- 
micnt ir earn ration nf the Persian gendarmes in the Russian Con- 
■nlaU Gtncral's b.U a fair sample of Russia’s real attitude When it is 
remembered that this was done 111 the face ol the Convention 
„f jqo7, wheieby HnUun and Russia mutually engiged to resput the 
udegrit) and indepeTidtnec of Persia, and that Russia has completely 
ignored du- iVrs an prulcsl over this incident, and that BritAin, 
;hi other sijniAicny, t^uielly looked on, the real value In Persia of 
the famous Corn< ntion in question becomes immediately apparent. 

To Persia’s protest demanding the removal of these three 
Consular officers the Russian Legation returned tlie ludicrous answer 
that in certain instances 111 Ma/anderan and A mil in the Russian 
sovereignty had been insulted, in that, cerLain insurants in arms 
in the field against the Government having hoisted a Russian 
fiae over themselves, they should not have bten touched. 1 rcsuni- 
ably, they should have been allowed to attack the Government forces 

in P*^-^ furth(;r ti(e th e a it cm pts made by Russia to 
prevent any arrangements by winch Persia might emerge from her 
present slate of financial bondage to Russia, and the claims ot Britain 
that under the rescript of Nasircd-lhn Shah of 1S8H the Pei&ian 
Government i*&clf has no right to build railroads in the south, that 
right licing reserved to Britain , but the list gruws too long. 

Thi. CAsfc or Major SiX)K>s. 

1 do want to mention the Stokes case, not because 11 is trans- 
ccn den hilly iniiKirtant in it&cll, but because of Ihc noxious pnnciple 
which both Britain and Russia have kbomwJ to have established 




The Comrade. ^ P««nb«r., 


With PerMa s acquiescence. 'Die British Minister here wrote me on 
a and July that he was authorized by his Government to tell me " that 
Major Stop's bi.fnrt’ accepting the roinnuuid of the gendarmerie 
(Treasury; will have to resign his commission in the Indian Army. 11 

As the original tender made by me to Major Stokes did not 
mention that he would be required to resign from the Hritiih service, 
and as tin situation would have been equally well met from Persia’s 
stand|K;int r by hii bring seconded for thru years, 1 naturally assumed 
that on his tendering his resignation, w hieh hr immediately did by 
cable, it would lie accept'd, To niy intense surpn.se f learned that 
the reply of the British Government wns the presi ntation of a note 
verbal*' on Klh August to the Pi rxian Foreign Office 11 earning the 
Persian Government that they ought not to pirsisl in the ap[rt>int- 
irient of Major Stokes, unites lie is not 1<T b< •*inj>Ju)C(l iii Northern 
Persia Ti the Persian Cow rumen l do persist, His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will recognize Russia's right (i/'f tej lake sui li steps ,is shr 
thinks are necessary m order that In r iiiirn si* m Noithc in Pcism 
may lie safeguarded.’ 1 

A mere trilling throat between friends this 

This was followed on 19II1 August by another NVte repeating 
"the warning given on the Nth instant to (he effect that unless Major 
Stokes is not to he einplovcd in North Persia the Pi 1 sum Govern- 
mrnt ought not to persist 111 the appointment, and if they do persist 
His MajesLy’s Government will recognize the right of Russia to take 
what steps she thinks nun ssary (j/t) to safeguard her interests in 
North Persia ” 

Is it at all |**rtnirnt to inquire here just what are those undefined 
11 interests ” in Northeid Pi rsm on whic li so much stress is thus laid ? 
Certainly they are not defined 111 the Convention of 1907 , and it is 
equally clear lh.iL the Persian Government does not know iheni; 
nor did the British Government know of them as late .it aznd July. 
Otherwise hms could she have contemplated accepting Major Stokes's 
resignation from the Indian Army in order that he might sign Liu; 
contrfu I offi red him ? 

To mmpiclc the h cord it should be mentioned that the Russian 
legation on r9th August addressed a memorandum to the Persian 
Foreign Offi'C stating that 11 1 In* Imperial Government ol Russia, 
for reasons explained at the Lime to the Persian Ouitirnm.jil, consi¬ 
ders the engagcim nt by the latter of Major Stokes ns thief 
of the armed forces- called t*entiaimnir —for the roJlection of taxes 
as inroriipaiihle with its interests, ami I am cfuugcd to proLcst 
against that appointment. Failing satisfo tion, the Impc rial Govern¬ 
ment would reserve to itself the right to t'lke such measures as it 
might judge to he necessary lor the safeguarding of its interests 111 
the North of Persia " 

brim m 'i iik HRirisii Minisikr. 

On learning of the first Note presented to the Persian Govern¬ 
ment hy the British Legation, I expressed the following view’s to the 
British Minister here - 

I beg leave to address you, unofficially, on a subject ofgi eat 
importance to my work here I have been intensely sui prised to 
learn this evening 'hnt your Government his conveyed to the Persian 
Foreign Minister a Note o r warning or protest agnirst .uy proposed 
employment of Major Stokes 111 the Treasury gendarmerie. You 
are doubtless aware ol the course of this matter up to the present. 
Need I say that in view of the tone of the communication which 
your Government luithunzud you to addicsH Lo me m July 22nd last, 
in effect tlmt Major Stokes could accept the position upon resigning 
from the Indian Arrny, the apparent volte-fate indicated by their 
Note ol to-day is almost mcuni|>rehpnsibl<>* 

Docs your Government quite realue the position in which it is 
placing mu before the Peisian people and their Government >u now 
suddenly joining with a noth ei Power to pa vent the exercise of the 
most elemental in t of ‘overt 1 guty by th 9 country, whose imlHpen- 
deuce and integrity both of thoxe foreign Powers have solemnly 
pledged thunnelws, lomll) and severally, to resperfc t 

My personal Mings aie of no importance, but the success or 
failure of my mission hi re is of moment fvoth 10 Persia which cn- 
trusted her financial affairs to my care, and lo my countryman, who 
are not unnaturally intmstcd in the creditable accomplishment of 
my task 

Before accepting this woik I was given dearly to undershirt 
that neither of the two principal Powers having interests hue offeied 
Any objection to my undertaking it, and sureiy ich a '-tatem-nt whl 
something more than an empty p.cdgc. 

No one, I am assured, knows hetrer than yourself Put the 
choice of Major Stokes was actuated bv no political imiu»e in the 
faintest degree and n-i thirkin* person could suspect rne of any in¬ 
tention In engage in political jobbery here—a thing which would 
only make, me ridiculous and *pell absolute rum fm my work 

What them am I to think when I see the first vital step wliuli 
I undertake m the task eff bringing order out of chaos here obstruct¬ 
ed and relentlessly opposed by the very two nations who have time 
and again professed their sincere desire to see the progress and pros¬ 
perity of the stricken icuntry which I am seeking Lo serve ? 

Does your Foreign Office fully realize that in adapting its most 
recent attitude in this affair it is inevitably producing the impressu n 
on the Persian people that it is in reality opposed to the successful 
accomplishment of my work, in addition in forcing me to assume 


that I can count on no friendly moral assistance from your Govern¬ 
ment in a vital matter of this kind ? 

If this were a normal plaie, where well-Lrainud, capable, and ex¬ 
perienced men could be had in comparative abundance, the result 
(though not the principle of >uur Government's objections) might flffi 
not be so bad ; but here where, as you know, good men are extreme¬ 
ly scarce, the attitude adopted amounts to a virtual veto of my 
efforts and a nullification of my chances of Success. 

I hope and trust that in some manner your Government may be * 
brought to see the matter in this light, apart from what f am frank to 
say seems to me a totally uncalled-for interference in the purely rou¬ 
tine and internal affairs of the financial organization which I am en¬ 
deavouring to build up 

Personally, I feel so strongly on the subject that I am forced to 
contemplate the necessity of setting right my own countrymen, at 
least, with a formal public statement of all my experiences in this 
connexion since arming at Teheran Needless to say, such a course 
would be much to my regret, hut there is such a thing as just 
dealing even between Governments and individuals, and certainly in 
this cose I feel that my own record is sufficiently clear to bear the 
light of the most thorough inspection. 

From a review of tins incident, it is manifest that, unless the 
Convention of 1907 u> & farce or a deception, by its own terms it has 
no hearing whatever on the promised appointment of Major Stokes 
as a financial aide to the r I I'yisuier-General. 

First, because the preamble of that document, as published to 
the world, avows that dntnui and Russia mutually engage to respect 
the integrity and mde|H.nduntc of Persia, and declares the sincere 
desire of the two signatories for the preservation ol order throughout 
that country and its peaceful development- Yet one of the primary 
elements of sotcrtigtiry 15 the right lu manage internal affairs, at 
least within the hmiluiions of the law of nations, and suiely the 
appointnu nt of its own ofht lal* hj any country am he considered as 
nothing else 

Secondly, the ^-lain pin pose of the Convention was that nether 
signatory Power should seek Ini herself. 01 support in f.ivoui oi her 
subjects, any urnassiuiib of a political or commercial nature -rudi 
as concessions fur railways hanks, i legraphs, roads, trapr*pci.t, in¬ 
surance, Ul,— wiLhm the so-called split-re cl influence nt ihe other 
Power 

Hut Lins is in rase of a 11 concession.' M ijot Stokes is not 
a bank or a railroad, 01 a |mjJiL iral or it 1 omnu rcul coiiclss.ou of any 
kind, and the voluntary tender to him of a post m the Persian ser¬ 
vice can, by no sticti h of the imagination, he converted mlo a 11 seek¬ 
ing *’ ot “ sup|M>rting " by Britain of sue h .1 concession. 

The second fallacy in the position of 1 h«- Uo Bowers hes in the 
Tact that Ihe British Foreign Office itself nc ’.er thought of construing 
Major ScokiVs appomtincvi! into a violation ot evt 11 the so-called 
"spirit of the ( onveulion u until Russia raised iho point 1 lm proof 
of this lias hem cited .ihme 

WithouL in any uunnu recognizing the application or rahdify 
of the Convention as rutting to hcr&ull, Persia might point out that 
where ihe language 4 of a document is plain ami clear there is no room 
lor inteiprutations of the spirit. 

Bkiiish Action in Sovihkrn TKKsrA. 

Now thAt th** forces of Mohamet All and Salar-ed f>ovIeh have 
just been routed and dispersed, and liefoie the lVsian Government 
can get a breathing-«.pacu after all the anxiety, expense, and difficulty 
fiom which it might have been spared by .a due observance of the 
Protocol regarding efficacious measures against (he agitations of 
Muhamel All, the annoum cment is madeth at Britain proijoscs to $end. 
two regiments of Indian Cavahy to Southern Persia to strengthen 
various Consulat guards. r l'he re.isori stilted n the unsafe condition 
of the soiuhern road , and the disorders at Shiraz. Regarding the 
latter, it might fc mentioned that ilia prolonged asylum granted up 
to a short time ago hy the British Consulate at Shuaz, to Giiavam-ol- 
Molk, the sworn foe of the Kashghws, has tended in no small degree 
to render the task of the Persian Central Goverftmnet in reetoring 
order there more difficult, especially 111 view of the continued efforts 0? 
the GhavsinN sou to stir up the Arab tribes against the late Governor, 
Nizam-es-Sallaneh 

The generally exixuri*n tffecL 01 this incursion of Indian troop* 
into Southern Peisia at tins unit- will be the despatch of even iai'ger 
forces of foreign triK»ps lino Northern Persia on even .smaller pretexts. 

1 have sn far confined myself to incidents occurring during 
the five months of my stay here, but this account by no means 
exhausts* the evidences of the unfriendly attitude of Russia and 
Britain inward Persia. The spectacle given to the woHd last winter* 
when the British and Russian legations stooped to personal insult* 
and had the footsteps uf the Persian Munster of Foreign Afttira 
dogged by their uniformed legation servants, on tike grouifl that the 
pension uf the ex Shah was in arrears, was sufficiently indicative of the 
disposition of the two Powers and their representative* at Tehentir 
towards the Persian Government 

In all the rases cited above the Persian Foreign Offico ha*, 
lodged formal protests against the evident violations of her sovereignty 
and her dignity, and in but few if in any instances has even a. 

[mv fence of reparation or satihfnction been made. 
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The War Supplement. 


News of the War. 


Intense indignation has been caused by the discovery- in a 
mosque near Hcnm of the bodies of seventeen Hersuglicn, all 
humbly mutilated Several or the men had been trucihcd and 
others burned aIiyc 

Reuter wires from Rome on the 30th November —In order to 
deter sniping a party of Italians from Benghazi surprised a body of 
Arabs and engaged them Fiercfe and prolonged fighting resulted, 
the Arabs eventually being almost wiped out. The Italian casualties 
were j 2 killed and 30 wounded. 

A message from Rome on the 3rd December states that the 
Italians at Tripoli yesUrday drove off a considerable fori e of Turk¬ 
ish Regulars, who were aided hy Arabs, at the point oi the bayonet 
The artillery further shelled the fugitives The Italian casualties were 
eight killed and seventeen 

wounded, while the Turks -< 

suffered hiavy loss 

A thousand Turks and 
Arabs attache <1 1 )ern.i on 
the and but w»*re repulsed 
by the Italian artillery 

Reuter wires from 
Peruuon the 30th Nmem 
her .—The Italian war¬ 
ships are bomkirdmg 
Mocha I'oit at .Sheikh 
Said I till- iiffrms that 
die bombardment of 
Mocha was due to the 
Turk collecting and 
organising a r.ud uti 
Eritrea. 

During lliu bombard¬ 
ment of Mcm ha, one nuin 
was killed and one wound 
od. Two dhows were 
also sunk and n few huts 
burned. AfUrwa^is the 
cruiser ^-lk twelve 
dhows and burn ha rdf d 
DuUi!> where there are 
1,^0 Turk** with five 
guns, ’Time Siddii's 
wi rc shghi 1y woi.ndi d at 
Sheikh Said. 

Reuter w.i.s iron. 

C'airo 0.1 ifi2 ^tli -'Pii* 

Mcanur funui JUioufi, 
which u at Suez lepoTx 
rhat an Italian cruisei 
twice fired across her 
Ivowb ill the Red Sea 
She w'us not hoarded and 
wan signalled to proceed. 

Reuter wirt:si tool Con¬ 
stantin up I c —The Flu’ga- 
nan revoi.itionists blew 
up a mosque in ilie town 
of Isblib in Macedonia 
with dynamite on the 5th 

Twelve were killed and thirteen wounded. The Vorle has sent a 
circular to the Powers rail mg attention to Lhe outrages in Macedonia 
&jk 1 the r^ncAed activity of the MacetioBulgariau icvolutionary 
organisation. 

A Frontier correspondent states that the Ainir has sanctioned 
the opemngrOf subscription lists in aid of the sick and wounded 
Turkish soldiers m Tripoli. An officer in the Afghan Army is 
emulating an appeal among the officials, military officers and well- 
to do classes in Kahut. 

According to a frontier correspondent, the Amir of Kabul is 
showing particular interest in both Turkish and Persian politics at 
the present time. He is sending six Afghan and two Turkish officers 
of hu army to Teheran and Constantinople with orders to supply a 
regular service of newsletters. 

The sale of ex-Sultan Abdul Hamid's jewels lasted three days, 
the amount realised being ,£200,000 



Reuter wires from] Rome on the 5th -—The Italians rqiorl a 
general advance on the 4th, during which they ruptured the enemy's 
maiii position at Ain/ura, eight guns and ammunition, all the 
provisions and camp equipment The enemy are now m full n treat 
to the south and west. The Italian rasualtu s, it is stated, do 
not exceed a hundred The enemy, however, lost several hundred 
killed alone The despatch further declares that this victoiy ends 
the period of warfare proper , hcncefuith there will only he guerilla 
O|ierations Tripoli and the oasis have been freed and the Turks 
arc definitely cut off from the sea and victualling base*. 

The 'Turks made a night attack on tin Inrt of Benghazi on 
the 3rd instant taking the garrison by surprise. A number of 
Arabs crowded into the gateway, but were instantly killed The 
enemy were eventually repulsed with severe loss. 'The Italians 
lost three killed and five wounded \ fresh .itt.ick on the 4th 
ui'itant w-om repulsed, the Turks and Arabs losing heavily 

Reuter wired from 
Rome ■—Kollowing 
Monday’s victory the 
Italians alter an aeroplane 
reconnaissance cleared 
the Arabs out oftho neigh¬ 
bourhood of Am/ara and 
engaged three thousand 
Turks and Arabs some 
five miles from Ainzara. 
But on the artillery com 
mg up, the 'Turks fled 
leaving much ammuni¬ 
tion, gmn and other 
stores. 

Reuter wired from 
Constantinople —As the 
result of noting following 
on Lhe blowing up of a 
mosque at Ishtib on 
December 5th, fourteen 
Bulgarians were killed 
and 157 wounded. 


The Euphemisms of Massacre. 

Turkey (<il Tripoli) : “When / vrai charged with this kind of thing in Bulgaria, 
nobody excused me on the ground of ‘ Military Exigencies' 1" 


News by the 
English Mail. 

(Fhom the “ Times " 
DoHKhSl'ONOkNI 1 .) 
Tripoli^ Nurmbt'i If. 

From early morning 
until suiiscL yesterday 
there was heavy firing. 
One oJ the Italian cruisers 
shefied Ain Zaia, where 
the Turks were gathered. 
Long and severe fighting 
took place at Shan 
Shatt, Mesn, and Bumel- 
lane Wells, which were 
attacked simultaneously 
by the Turks. 

(From hie 11 Times" Corrksponuenp.) 

Malta } November 12 

From trustworthy information from Tripoli it appears that on 
the afternoon of the 9th instant the Turks boldly advanced to the 
Italian line of defence, concentrating their attack near the Karamanli 
tombs ’The Turk* were only driven back on the 10th instant. 

Heavy rains are greatly hampering the Italian movements. 
Troops are still arriving and are immediately sent to the front. 
Yesterday being the King of Italy’s birthday was destined for 
a renewal of the advance. 

Romt x November 10 . 

According to a Tripoli telegram sent off early this morning, 
the usual ineffective artillery attack was delivered by the Turks on 
the northern front of the Italian line yesterday The eastern front 
was frequently Attacked by small bodies of Arabs. The engagement 
finished by nightfall. 
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The Comrade. 


9th December. 


To-day the oasis will again be cleared of rebels, who have 
evidently been recruited from the town of Tripoli The Italian 
warship* are watching the coast at the Tunis frontier, 'i hey have 
dispersed somje caravans escorted by armed men and destroyed the 
barracks near Romleh. 

I he .various services to prevent (he spread of cholera in 1 npoli 
Ale being well organized. A concentration ramp has horn formed m 
the gardens outside the town. 

A wireless telegram from Bcngazi slates that there is nolhing 
fresh there or at Dcrna and Tobruk. 

J.m mi 

'Die progress of to-day's attack On 1 hr Italian position around 
Tripoli is shown m the following further official despatches — 

// xpuh , m \ r ty nubn /o. 

I 2 5 1- H 

Since early this morning there have been repeated jietly aLta< ks 
on nur east front, which extended by degrees along the south east 
front Half way through the morning these pctly attacks developed 
into A more general attac k, which still appears to be assuming 
considerable proportions 

V 40 1* M 

r fhe attach this morning was carried out by remarkably large 
bodies of Arabs and Turks, supported by artillery, and was directed 
principally against our extreme left Shortly after midday, however, 



I Loudon OpiniM. 

In Search of an Epithet. 

The Ex-Sultan (fa King Victor Emanuel) “ They used to label me 
Abdul the Damned. They 11 be calling you something natty 
you go on like thh.” 

* t 

the enemy had hew repulsed all along Jie line, having oeen beaten 
hat k hy the combined fire of our artillery on land and sea anil by 
lh« i]iiu'kliring guns and rifle fire from tin. trendies. 

The Anna of the fleet in conjunction with that of the bat'cries 
posted at the Hanudieh Fort proved moet effective 

No caaualtiee have yet been reported from om entrench 
incuts. -(A’nifcr.) 


(V>om the " Tim.s ’ Own CoKHnsronnKM ) 

Romr, Xmembft 1J. 

Some concern i* fdt in Judy regarding the reinforcements 
' allceed w have been received by the 1 urk i in I npoli rhese 
' reinforcements a<e supposed to consiet of rien as well as arms and 
ammunition No argument ecems to persuade general opinion, as 
manifested in the V’ress, of the impossibility of such reinforcements 
anivmK by way of Kgypt, though to-day some newspapers admit that 
ht is Dossilae that ships may elude the blockade and land supplies on 
the coast of Cyrenaica. Nevertheless the common belief seems to 
be that the enemy before Tripoli is receiving assistance from out- 
■ ride and that such assistance reaches it from the Egyptian frontier 
’ and’in lesser degree from the Tuniaian. No complaint m made as to 
the good fhith of cither the English or French outhonties, but the 


alleged fact is used as a further argument why the Powers should 
intervene to compel Turkey to end the war. Indeed, the question off 
this friendly intervention is one that now chiefly occupies attention, 

Rome, November IJ. 

There was fresh fighting at Tripoli yesterday. In the early 
hours of the morning the Italian southern front wsfi attacked between 
the (Cavalry barr.irks and the Bomellanet Wells. The attack was 
made by a battalion of Turkish Regular troops, supported by artillery, 
but was checked 600 yards from the Italian positions, being repulsed 
chiefly by the artillery The Turk* left five dead, including an 
officer, nnd carried with them many wounded. The Italian casualties 
were two men slightly wounded. 

At z o'clock m the afternoon another similar attack was delivered 
and was n pulsed without loss on (he Italian side Little information 
cun be gathered regaidmg the strength and movements of the enemy 
owing to the very rigorous measures adopted by the Turku against 
any one suspected of spying.— (Reuter.) 

(I*how 1 he 11 Times” Own Curhkst^nom i.) 

Rome, Nwember iq, 

A certain impatience is manifesting itself in Italian opinion, 
which 19 sometimes directed Against the Government, sometime?! 
against the other Powers, and more often, perhaps, against both. 

'I he Giornale a'Italia, for instance, declares that, unless Turkey is 
persuaded by the other Powers to hear reason and to come to terms, 
Italy will be forced to resort to energetic naval action in the .Kgean. 

'I he Giornale , however, is an Opjiosition journal, whose suggestions 
arc nut intended to facilitate matters for the Government 1 he 
Messaggero, on the other hand, protests vigorously against the 
support given to Turkey by Lhe German and Austrian Press as only 
calculated to strengthen the useless obstinacy of Turkey and to 
injure the friendly relations of Italy with her allies In nlmost every 
newspaper there 1^ expressed the conviction that the next step 
should be taken by the Powers to oblige Turkey to yield. One 
might almost say that there is ^ome expectation that the Power'; 
will take this step. 

One can only trust that, should this expectation be disappointed, 
Italy will be content to possess her soul ir patience. (Unfortunately 
patience in not a virtue of which one secs much evidence at the 
present moment It is hardly even practised by the Premier, who, 
in his intolerance of unfair criticism, must needs rush into print in 
foreign journals. His is a bad example to set to a countiy which 
u> so obviously required to play a waiting game at the present 
moment Nor is it a very good example in oilier ways. Indeed, 
511th is Italic, impatience of criticism ol any kind that nothing short 
[ ol absolute unanimity of praise and approval .seems to satisfy it. 

*1 be Italian Ministerial Press, for example, quotes with gratitudo * 
the kindly appreciations of the leading English n wspapers and ' 
expresses lhe utmost satisfaction with the words uttered by Sir 
Edward Grey in die House of Commons and by Mr Asquith ai the . 
Guildhall. Vet almost simultaneously the same Ministerial (Mjiera ■ 
will break out into a frenzy of denunciation, blended with ancient 
calumnies about the Boer War, because .1 single. English member 
ni Parliament or journalist g(>es to the other extreme of blame. 

(From the 11 T imrs ,p Own Correspondent ) 

Constantinople, Noz'cmber ro* 

Yussuf Shciwsui Bry, Deputy for Benga/i, hax informed a local 
journal dial he and a colleague, Mansur Pasha, siu.ee ‘ded in arming 
the population of the Littoral for 300 kilometres before the arrival 
of tnc Italian Fleet The capture of Hengazi muxt have cost the 
Italians doar in he'd officers, 40 or 50 of whom were killed, orr ced¬ 
ing iu the Deputy, for 11 we were informed that each time Pm 
Italians tired a single cannon ahoK th 1 -* signified the death of «i field 
officer" Shetwau Bey later decided to leave tor Constantinople Mi 
private reasons, and succeeded in obtaining a |iajsage in the special 
-icaincr sent by the Italian Government to icpatriate Gunman 
ofrii'»ab He has announced his intention of returning to Cyrenaica 
as soon at possible 

Th e Qtt’ inan to night publishes an ‘'official telegram ' 

from the Turkish headquarters announcing that the Italian 83rd 
Regiment, just arrived fiom Milan, has been badly cut up, having 
lost 200 killed and 85 prisoners. 

(From the "Times” Own Correspondent ) 

&iH\i'HiftHOp/e t Nw ji. 

Extensive prejiiiratiuns are being made for the defence of the 
Dardanelles, Pesika bay, Smyrna, and Salonika Agaiiut possible 
ItAhan attack. A quick-finng field battery has been sent to both 
Smyrna and .Salonika to strengthen the defences, and the fortress 
artillery regiments in die Dardanelles nave hecn brought up to their 
full war strength. 

(From thk 11 Times 51 Own CoaRisspdNUWiT.) 

Constantinople, November 12 . 

The official news received from Tripoli during the last two or 
three days is tat favourable. Fighting continue* in the vicinity of 
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the Hamidich Fori, * litre the Turks and Arabs have suffered 
considerable losses owing to the su|ieuority of the Italian aitiller) 
(From tiik “Times” Own Co»r* spontien r) 

CuHStanttmpfc, N<n'embt'r 14, 

I learn that the Government, while it has not made any formal 
declaration to Lhe neutral Powers as to its intentions wth regard to 
Italian subjects resident tn Turkey in the event of an attack h> the 
enemy’s fleet, has given it to lv understood that it will only resort to 
their expulsion should the coast towns be bombarded, or should 
Italy declare a blockade ol the 1 Vj dandles This severe measure 
will not lie taken if lhe actum of the Italians is confined to the 
islands Italian waidups hn\ ■ been repotted off Dedeagnti h to day 

74, 

The Government appeus to have decided 11 pi inn pic to order 
lhe officials who have n tjrmd liufn Tripoli and 1 ‘vrenaira in irjoui 
their posts This dcusum is obviously in lie reg.uded m the naiurt 
of a protest against Italy s declaration of lhe annivUmn of the 
province, but lhe uxixhuiun nj it is likely to cause some diTn allies, 
vnee the Tuiks are low onlv itde to enter the muntry linn; Tunis 
or Egypt, and ofluuK lcturning to Cy rrnaira by l<.nd ‘mvc In Ucc 
a long and rather difficult journey across the Marmarinn .steppe 
(From iiir ‘ Tim<". Own OijiKL^mN'i.ihNi ) 

Cun \ tmiiin<»t>L , i\ r ,r* m!n • / f 

The 7(1/;/;/, in a leading nude whuh lias caused loiisiderablc 
comment, hints that lhe public inusL henceforth not e\|>t‘i l news of 
victoria on the Afr.ian ioasl, when the Italian position .1 lou strong 
to be attacked willi iny hope of suclcsj A grenlla 1 .unpuign in 
lhe interior will furnish 'In.key with the best mean', of weary,ng out 
her adversary by prolonging lhe wai 

The Tuna* rcrlived a Lelograui from the Sheik All Yusuf, 
president of the Red (,r»s. 111 Society nnd edilur ni Ai Mm\ad^ 
dated Cairo, 15th Novcmb*. He protests ag.unsj die action of lhe 
Italian Government in wilhdnw’iip permission for * Red Oesicnt 
expedition to land in Tnpoh lIns expedition has Iilcii organized 
liy All Yusuf for th» syct01'1 o' the wounded r.n hoin sidvs 'The* 
refusal on tut pari of tin I Lilian authorities will, he slat;* mu.il 
a journey overland ol Irani 1. in ^7 tLiy^ ln^uad unt by sea of (mm 
three lo four days. 

(Tkom 'in- “TimiV Own Cnk.«K.sioxi>i<Nr) 

Jtort*, Mm tmi't'i rc 

In reply to complaints 111 lhe [Lallan Tress lo the effect th. t the 
French authorities m Tun's have allowed Tuikish olliu stoimss 
the fronLt-r into Tripoli, the l*'mp\ tins evening explain*. tlm .1 is 
urpossib 1 '-to keep ettectivc watch over a boundary whiih is not 
delimited by any udttu.tl U attire The inhabitants - >1 the border 
region, moreover, are .dhed by sympathy of rac« and n ligion with 
lhe Arabs who an. rcMst.ng th2 [talian invasion These natives do 
noi retognue Iht* cxisluu e of any political hounuiric<, Arurdipg 
to lot Italian Tress, arms mi 1 munition* of war Lave hlcewm bn n 
(unvtycd auoss tin Ijorder W'h'ic the',' ihaigis .,n 11 it 
exph r, J\ nciULil, ?' j siHu.sibilily is not admitted ir r.ihcr im 

J'UOM 1 hJ ‘ Pl.iM Hit's " ( ‘fU .(RSl'OMiFNI ) 

Jjta dun , jVi w tW 1 r, ( 1 ~ 

Lasi week so* *e J 'Lc newspapers desu'bed tin pnviiovi al 
Tnpolt "ls 'i stalemate I L.s w£ek we IaRm something like an 
admission bum the 1 ombatuo^ bui that !•* d ronrrLt dcsci pUi,n, 
while the correspondent whom the (suit ’*1 A Witt has sua'ci'clci 
111 getting into the liuksh camp, wires that if Turkey stands 
firm she n ust win that the Anibs am rallvuu, to the cairn , and that 
th« army daily re 'tncs LJ'i'yrineui of nFes and adequate pi >vis ons. 
The lama admits that ,l the Italian jx/situm 1,1 too strop.; lo be 
attacked with any hope of sjccess." On tm* luliau side nothing 
seems to have been done towards dislodgmg lb- Tim Is ami A labs 
bom Hum position in Lhf oases Tow .'eionknes so far ^.ui 

icarn liave done no'flore tjnmh dropjxng, while a reftcVtuMi on t 
•CouUT g seems lo lie m the statement from Runu # ‘tlutt I.'tie mfoi 
mariun can oc gatliered icgaulmg the strength and muvunents of 
the cut my owing to the vwy r.goious measures adopted by lb* 
T^iks gainst anyone s-isjjected of s[iy ng *' 1 'he Young 'Turk' 
centvaJ c^nmiitee lias writ a tclegiam to Sharif Abdullah Mutlutbib 
i»i Mecca thanking him for h*s ofl^r to send volunteers lor sc.vice 
against Italy and fm stating tlmt 11 a way has been found vheicby 
soldiers, officers, surgeons, weapons, ammun.tion and medical supplies 
nui be conveyed to Tripoli.” It is fiunly Iclicvcd m Italy that that 
i<* the r ase, and the more she is convinced of this and of the 
existence of a stalemate at r l.ipoll the greater is her temptation lo 
end the war by extending it Hence we have renewed threats ol 
action bv her fleet against Asiatic Turkey, and even hints that she 
may not be able to observe her self denying ordinance concerning 
the Balkans The Corners DAla Sera and other Italian papers are 
anxious for intervention by the Powers and point out that it is in 
their' inteiest to do anything that may be necessary to prevent the 
raising of the whole Turkish question in its most acute form Ac- 
cording to one story the Powers are already protesting that they will 
not have extension, and of course buying Italy off' js not the only 
way of preventing it. 


There been no material change in the military situalioa 
(luring the last lew days What is described as the fiercest hattlu 
of the campaign Louk place on the roth November, when thu Turks 
and Arabs made another of their dcs|>crate assaults on Tripoli. 
Thcy were not successful, but whether they were repulsed or whether 
they managed to establish themselves a lew yards nearer to the 
enemy's outposts 15 not clear The Italian authorities continue ro 
publish accounts of ik tones whuli throw tlu muginatiw prow.?*, 
of Diuon Munchausen completely mm ihc shade, and produce * 
Ire ling of disgust through the peninsula Educated lUlunsian hardly 
he expected lo swallow sm h Man-muits as that their I orccs in Aided 
enormous losses upi m the cnemv, per formed prodigies n| heroium 
and uqiLnrrd main of their^uns while tin Italian casuiltu s n.nuuated 
lo no more than one soldur killed ('onversilj at Const intinople, 
thi. 01 CLiicnu ol Tuikish re\i isi s is admillod, so it i^. probable tlu*^ 
matters art gom; siiliicienlb well with the Muslim In 1 ruder lhe* t 
hks desirousoF f.iFtl)ing f.u Is I he Muslims aie lueivmg mppliei 
from soimwheiL It 1^ .ismH id 1l1.1l thtse «cmv il.nuigh Egypt 
and 1 imis, hut tin . i> dt med I In* inipoiiaut f.u ", ho.vevei. is tha'. 
supplies arc tom mg m lhe hou and llu whue ar** ih nor .niliM L 
Mt auwhilc, the situation m Tripoli is graphically m 1 out by Mi Suad 
m a letter in the Uai ! \> {'in’nu ,r llurty-lni thousand iiahon 
troops an. prsuu d up like r.u> in a < a^« in a c Irnli ra smitten 1 arup 
lying between the desert and dv deep ^ca The 11 compitrins, 
host ’ ol the invading ami) is hes.tgiu within lu^nly 1 onslrueted 
delcnccs Four mors ol b-ub^d .ure uitanglemeuls, earLliwnrks and 
bruk walls havt betn thrown up »o pie.ml ilu Tuiks and Llw- 
Arabfc rushing the town lly tlay . ml In nmhl Ine noiv'hds pound 
lliu desert witJi nine inch shills. Never a sun s« \* or rises but tijS; 
weaned, harassed di lenders a .uni with dread a Ir^h alt u k Iro •» 
the intrepid sons ol the desul ('ho)era. hied 01 Lite uiibuneil 

corpses of the gicat massacre, ,5. avenging the slain , and the luhan 
exchequer is spend.ng two millions sterling a week in older to afford 
Europe, Asia and Ainci this edify mg special 'e ol military impoten » 
In Italy itsi If ctininince, mdjsliy and finance an. Id ling the (unJi 
of Ihi war acutelr Fveiywlcji„ i Lerrble. shortness of muney i» 
becoming pre.alent i^ven Ln. largest ac.d f»cst established r irn> ai » 
making payments very slowly, and there is the uhi’Oit unwillingn^it 
on the jvirl of evciyone to pay cash lor anything luilv g-noially 
expnns lo Tmkcy ininiired mi tons to the' value ol jTz^oom* 
sterling a year, and ne.uly the whole of this trade is at a standstill 


London Protest Meeting. 

A LAkiih.LV All 1 iidcd t:i» cuo h ...is held 011 lhe 71I1 Novembu at 
Whitefield's J'abeinaclc to [/mrcsLagainst the war m I", .noli The R^v 
Thoiiiiis Vans presided l.elius v/erc ro.ul from tin land Mayor if 
London, Sir Edward Clarkc, IiOid Avebury land Wiaidaln, Lord 
(amrlues, lajrd Uuuin^ton, L01J Niinburnholiiic, Lord Ro lnULuha.^ 
M i'. aiul oLli^rs svmpathisina with the ob|c« 1 of the '71 tefiiig. 
The T.slvip nf Win. besiei or/tc tlut they nngh 1 mde^tl civ. «p 
upon Ins symjjinh) 

Mi W 1 Sead ^ud that In wanted tli" war for L< ~ 

sikeuif ti'ilifU'on and hniiiainlv, and aLo lor Til -ak ' 4 v-. Italy 
hrrsHt Sin was n jw i byword lo lhe win Id, a slave In the jvisdo.t 
o( cold blooded murder If the w.r was mu stopped now lialf 
would go from bad lo sorsr she 1 bought it would Im* .1 military 
prmr.uijde, but it was toslin*; lici Lwo millirais sterling a week. 
Italy had declaied that the w,u would bo lonfined lo Trqvni^ t/xL 
we nu.st keep lur to that 

M* r uniii r igha;n Grabun s.ud lint they h.id -een ltai> emerge 
iruin hltiei/ rod Hmc.liMii sin w*s tlu Hrnianur of Europe. 
If thui In loved son did wrong .huuld they 1101 aig'ii 1 wuii him, and 
a k a la.l lesort Ik at him ivilli a rod and -,a\e h’s soil alive 5 
(Langhur) 

Mis Ja..ult T ny Mxiimiui shikoiu IV .hi - >1 ihit, a*. » 

I hrislMu .uid .is mie who had always b. m :i .-ic’M 0/ L-dy, h s 
opiiiio*is were quite unbiassed a«ul inqxuLial He \ i(d Ins haareis*,i 
Idol upon ili* >rcsmi 1 vci.ts dimi lIn point vmv<i!lho lat.onx 
oftheKa-sl mil the Modems m p 11 titular Til. Musiem fiali conil,- 
Leted such a strong ho.id of union dial as soon i' 1 Ik wu h.oke tu'” 
the Imam Yahia v>She>kh of the V« men), who h. J hi" fight 1 'l, tlei 
r l urkisli Government *• ir yuivs 110I onlv laid down h.s imis bul offered 
to fight in tin mteie 4 s of the Tuik■ di Khdilate (Applause) It wr> 
natural that jm oplc bound by such a lining tic should 1I1111L that n 
this cast there would be the same e.'h sion ativnc. th» f'hristtan , 
and thiit the (’hristian nations ol Lmope would su 111 lo be ( ne and ol 
the same opinion It uai, theiefori, .ogua 1 . that lhe y -huuld consider 
Italy's action .is* connten.nired by all t hrisiian nations Ihdb’s 
hearers approve of Italy’s actum, or did they wish to di>soi 
themselves from the atrocities perpetrated by Italys army 5 ( Fr. 
longed applause ) 'The j>oor Moslem Atabb, despised and h.ok^d 
upon as semi-savage, afforded a brilliant example of lounge arJ 
chivalry as compared with the atrocities perpetrated by a m-rAiled 
civilised army. He could not believe that the hahnn nation would 
approve or permit such terrible deeds if they knew the liuc facts .T 
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At rase t All those interested in these unfoi innate event* hoped 
kh^t Iialv, as a naiion, when acquainted with the real state of affairs, 
would try and make amends for the fearful < nines that had been 
committed against the poor natives of Tripoli, whnxr only fault was 
toal tjicy wi-in defending the ir liberty and then country. (Prolonged 
appkuse.) 


f 


A revOulinn wa*. passed condemning the af linn of Italy a* a 
Violation of the public law of huropr, and tie» ! tiring that it was the 
} imperative duty of llu* Untish fJoVLirurenl m*| to allow any anuria 
11‘Jii 0 1 territory by Italy until her ■ ast was justifi d by tn international 
r tribunal. 


Tasks of the Rival Forces. 


( Bv i hi. "Tims" Miiiiakv CoRkfc.M«o*ncN i ) 

When Continental aimit.s find themselves suddenly confronted 
with conditions in which British forres normally operate the riiffirul 
Res of colonial rampnigns begin for the first time to In apprehended 

It is not an easy task that lies before Italy She lias approxi¬ 
mately 24,000 men at Tripoli , 15,000 at Buigu/i and Derna , 3,000 
A Khoms fhebda) and Misiata , and under 3,000 at Tobruk Tlier 
ure now three divisions in North Africa and a fourth is in i oursr of 
preparation The ucunty of Italy’ 1 hold upon the coast loan is 
guaranteed by the guns of her fleet Blit for prar tic'll purposes her 
garrisons are for the .moment invested, and no preparations have 
been completed foi inarching into the interior 

At Tripoli itself General Caneia's troops at fiist on upied and 
ulienched a line about five miles long entire ling the town on tlu 
desert side, with its flanks resting on the sea, and sup|iorlcd m fine 
weather by the gun lire of the ships After the aflairs of 23rd and 
/’6th Ortobei it was discovered that tin* left flank of (his position was 
not pronl against night surpnses The forts ill Henni to (hi east ot 
the town, and at Sidi Moan to the south-east, were abandoned I Ins 
withdrawal, iiAtui.dly claimed by the Turks as a sm tt*s, will alio* 
General ( aneva to hold his lines with n smaller Ixidy of hoops when 
he or General Frugom marches out to drive the enemy away from 
the immediate vicinity of the town, an operation which has Uun 
unduly delayed 'Hie Turks are now firmly c stablislud at tin- uial- 
ern end of the T"ri|roli oasis, and the first operation wit 1 tie to driu 
them out. 

Tint Nki-ds m an Ini \kh I'wvw.s 


/hgean and thinks of the stirare of r l urkish island*, the blockade 
of die Dardanelles, and the bombardment or even occupation of 
Smyrna and Salomkp The objection to this policy is that the 
seizure of islands will have little effect, and that the other operations, 
besides incommoding neutral nations, will not nece 5 sarily be decisive 
even if successful Nevertheless, the deepion or the Italian 
Council of Ministers on 2nd November according to the < <>mmumqu£ 
issued to the Stefani Agency, was that the war is to be prosecuted 
with the utmost vigour, and in support of this policy the class of 
1KK9 lias been mailed to the colours partly to reinforce the expe- 
d’lion, and partly to increase the peace strength of the army in Italy, 
depleted as this has naturally been by the despatch of troops 
to \fnra 

'Iheie is nr immediate < mb ration rhar any military expedition 
mil Nj sent into the Agean, though this operation must have 
been very fully considered It is likely that the effect of maritime 
pressure will first be tried, and that Lhe I Lai 1 an Navy', which has 
carried out ih duly with considerable credit hitherto, and has 
worked most cordially with the army, will ht given the opportunity 
of gaming fresh distinction The effect of such maritime pressure 
will he watched with deep inleiesi in Fngland from the academical 
as will a* the prrrti^al standpoint, and it will hr well that our 
diplomatic and * (insular agents should study its commercial 
1'onsequences with can* 

But so long a. really decisive mihtAiy c pt rations cannot be 
i arrird out against tne sea* ol Turkish power, no final solution 
of Italy’s |m bleni will necessarily bt found, and meantime the 
* * ist of the war, and the inionvenicni e ot withdtawing large 
numbers of reservists from civil life, must rauv Italy considerable 
rmb.LirasMUfnl The calculation of the luhunn that the war 
will only cost roo million lire it prolonged tor several months is 
likely to be falsified, and the hfiasl that extraordinary expenditure 
l>c met bv ordinary means without fresh in nation or loans is not 
much m at (ord with our experience Mantimi pressure is a power¬ 
ful mslnjiinnt against a country with vast stj borne trade and mci 
( hunt fleas, but Turl cy is not in this 1 ategnry ot Powers, and the 
process ot attrition is liable to be very prolongrd Tor all these 
reasons the terminntion of the war n* icry desirable in Italy’s 
interest, but at present the enthusiasm of the whole country for 
thewai and the lyrics cl Italian cor respond mn prevent these con¬ 
sideration* from rerciving the honour of puhiir recognition. 

Tl-fh ft RKISII P(1n| 1 ifiN 


Bui far reaching operations into die iKirior ipquup huge 
numbers ol camels, and as the confident- • of Italy in Arab support 
appeals to have been liusplat cd, tin net 1 ssaty means ol Uanspoit 
■'litfU be drawn Irnin o her quiuters, and the organization of desert 
columns will take linn and < o<t nionev In 'I npuli, n , -n old clivx 
in Spain, small mmies are liable to be beatt 11 and large armio to lie 
fram'd. Allhuiigb the fours unresting Tnpoh ami nthu towns 
eccu|)ied hy Italy will probably lie brushed aside hy tin firsi art of 
vigour 011 tlu |siii ot tin mutters, »ht utnri nation of conquest hy 
occupation will not lx en>y n mi w of the «’ie xpecUd strength ol 
the opposition Had iht regular 'lurkisb gmrison alone been m 
question and lud some of the tubes ralhcri to Italy, a march into 
the interior would have heu 1 a practicable operation But against 
lhe combined \rab, Berber, and Tuikish levies, and 111 view nf 
diffu tillit s in lei ding and espi 1 lally watering troops and Oansptut 
belonging to large tolnmns, p( no ml ion promises to be anvMimg 
but peaceful and (.ir Irnru ciisv Then is also tli.s difficulty—nmn !\, 
that the strength ol the optuisii-on cannot eisily lie r«tinuieri In 
mprnvistd armies like those under ( olooel NeshaL Bey *he 
Strength fluctuates from lack ol organized romimssarut, pikI wlieie 
5,000 men limy U 1 lumid to-day 50,000 nay l>-found l.v 
The strength of Chilian columns must tender sucuvs assurui against 
lhe tnawHttM opposition, imd in viiv of difficulties connected with 
supply, water, and ammunition "lus is not %n easy matte; to arrarpe 

It is ai’.u to be ol»,i r\-‘d that the Sultan s levies in Tripoli arc not 
led by a Kliulifa who se< s vism.is and ilreaniR dreams, but bv a body 
of devoted and intelligent youig Turk 1 sb officer* who know'hi poll 
well, and must Ik 1 expected to create 'ill the diffiridtu^ m the path of 
hu Italian iidvaiice ihtvt inaimstiin cs p inm hunatic iv,n direUcd 
by modern miliuiy sc.encc is a imHi more potent instjumenr thau 
fanaticism aloix. and H must Lit. i^memhcrcd th.it many of the 
most patriotic y # Htng Turkish officer» weie exiled t Tripoli undei 
lhe old rr^iA'iz, and not s.*nlv liilint to know the country well, but to 
gain the confidence ol the nab .ms by devotion 10 ihctr cduoation 
and social pmgres^ Mail nut this unlurtvmalc affair of the repres 
sion or the Aiah rising in the Tripoli oruis ocruried, the natural 
bend of ih^ Arab .us imder might |>of*wb!y have reasserted itself, 
but the strife is» '>.m embittered beyond nitasiue, and the uunpaign 
wdl be incglii out wi f ti no incn^y on cither side 

Tu i<h‘.\ l knuj Action in the A5ckan 

The verv real difficulties of penetration cause Italians to a*k 
themselves whether a decision should not be sought elsewhere 
Warned off the Adriatic by Austrian menaces, Italy turns to the 


Now if vve turn to the situation on the Turkish side, it must 
hr c K *r that no sane soldie r (‘an e>pr*ri w recovei the lost coasL 
towns hi face of the Italian Fleet, and. fn thci, ilia, the cxaggeiatej 
imhwS ol Turkish virrniu*}, if not solely disseminated m chr interest 
of finmicicis, wric only permitlcd to put fiesli heart into the p»)bty 
of lesMancv Siroc the dismissal of Iht fivblc Munir, the Turkish 
icsivtanrr in Tripoli lias been conducted with marked resolution, 
and we nnel Ih lievt, until evidence is given to the contrary, that 
it vvll cniitinue to hi* dirt( ted with enemy and wuh judgment 

THcuig asidt iiiniours and false n.[xiris, we must ask ourselves 
how the IochI defcMitc ran be best (ondnrtrd 10 wear out the 
palicinr of die invaders It wtu> ohv luu.sly a sound thing to do, 
•f adequate Torres were available, to cl« su in upon the coast towns 
and to prevrnt the Italian* os long as posable from extending their 
svvav ami mdui ing local tribes to ^esert the # f urkish muse The 
moral dlect nf this strategy has not bc^ inconsiderable 'lhe devo 
non with which these poor and hastily-raised levies have punned 
in the large h rces of Italy and have dominated the desert rouLr* 
is must meritorious But when the Italians advance it will not 
be x Turkish merest to fight and git beaten in a general action. 

1 o give way ti> fiont, to fill in the wells, and to remove all the 
camels and live stock will be the natural policy to be pursued, 
accompanied by constant and harassing attarks uy day and mght 
upon convoys and lines of 1 ommun'rahor r Very unpleasant, m- 
deed, in sm h a country, will hi. the position of an invader in such 
circmnspUKCs, and the probable supeuority of the enemy in mounted 
Lroops will be an additional caum of disquiet to the Italian 
command, (^n the othrT hand, Turkish Tripoli is more or lea* 
marooned, and the supply of ammunition may run out Patriotism 
may impose a general action, in which the heart may he crushed 
out of the defence. The constancy of certain tribes may not be 
proof against lLalir.n solicitations, and in the end, if Italy r ema ins 
film and shrinks from no sacrifice, only one result is to be expected. 

DKtpNsivt Measure in thf Amiran 
ihc Turkish War Ministry and Mahmud Shefket I^asha have 
lost so much i redit by the neglcrt of Tripoli that we must expect 
to find the strongest resistance *o an Italian landing, not only on 
the mainland ol 'Turkish continental torritoiy, L>ut in the islands 
whose garrisons have naturally been reinforced since a campagin 
111 the **Kgean was first mentioned, - The Turkish Navy, for what 
it is worth, is still almost intact, and may find opportunities fpr 
raids and surprises from the cover of its sheltering ports. Nothing 
would suit the Turkish book better than the landing of an Italian 
expeditionary force in Turkey in Europe or in Asia Minor, while 
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the bomhaidmeDt of cout towns me; meet with 1 belter reply than 
from the venerable guns of the Tripoli forts. There is little in the 
military situation at the present moment, and still less in the Decree 
of annexation pu blished in Rome to offer any inducement to 
the Turks to make terms of peace, and there are many reasons for 
prolonging the war, not only in order to 11 stagger humanity 11 
but in order to make Italy pay dearly for her enterpnse, and to 
Jtast to the chapter of accidents to provoke outside intervention. 


Enver Bey at Tripoli. 

The military explanation of the present Turkish successes in 
Tripoli lies in the fact that the great military genius of Young 
Turkey, the man who overthrew the Sultan Abdul Hamid in 
1908, Major Enver Bey, has arrived at the front, says the . Standard. 
Those who recollect the details of that sensational revolution are 
aware that the activity, the personality, and the strategical sense 
possessed by Enver Bey were the direct cause of its achievement. 

Of what kind is this man who concentrates in his own per¬ 
sonality the military genius or Turkey, whe has the success of 
tire revolution to his credit in the eyes of the general public of 
Turkey, and whose arrival at the Tripolitan fiont has already 
coincided with such disaster for Italy ? Enver Bey is of middle 
height, not much darker in skin than a European, wearing pince- 
nez, a dandy, exquisitely careful of the most precise appointments 
of dress, reticent, social, a favourite with women. But tne 
question which is chiefly arousing speculation at present is 
how he reached Tripoli. That he eluded the vigilance of the 
Italians by some deep-laid wile is, however, only one inheritance 
of the skill acquired by the Turkish officers while they prepared 
the attack on the Sultan. For that despot’s espionage had 
defeated its object, had created an antagonism of secret subtleties, 
and hod instructed the prospective revolutionaries in piotean 
changes of personality Turkish officers masqueraded a p 
tramps, as pedlars, as strolling players, disseminating the’r 
principles. So Enver Bey has only been acting .1 part in 
which he was already trained, and his amva! at the Tripolitan 
jront is just a proof that his abiliLy has not diminished Some 
believe that he crossed to Egypt by sea, and was thus able 
to reach Tripoli. Others say that he took the Anatolian Railway, 
then proceeded by the railway running down to Meccr, and then 
took ship along the coast of Egypt In any case, Enver Bey has 
arrived at the front, and Italian reverses have commenced, just as 
the checkmating of the Sultan commenced when Enver Bey was 
in the Macedonian hills, Arabs and Turks* are in military con 
junction, lust as all the wamng tribes of Tuikty grew into 
immediate and unaccustomed conjunction by the influence i*F 
Enver Bey when Lhe Sultan w,is to be attacked. 


The Cross, the Crescent, and the 
Golden Calf. 

a 

A 1 lviukk, not devoid of consici' ruble piquancy, 01 tlu picreiu 
Italian campagian 111 Tripoli 1 s the wonderful and sympathetic interest 
shown Tor it by the Vatican From ih»* very beginning, si.ver.il month 
ago, the agitation for the immediate realisation of the Tripolitan dream 
was led by clerical journal;., and when war was at last declared it 
was greeted by them as a new Crusade. Tne Pope hnnsell showed 
his approval of the campaign by sending to the Admiral in command 
of the navy, a rose £yid the Apostolic Delegate, whew reporting the 
occupation of Tripoli to the Holy Sec, and follow inp turn. 
Cardinal \amnutdh, openly extolled the act as that ct raising the 
Cross of Christendom over the Islamic Crescent. In a word, tire 
^Qiurinal’s buccaneering stroke has fouid enormou: favoLr with the 
Vatican, and Tor once the two have grasped each ether’s hand in 
hearty agreement. 

What could be the reason for this Singular atti'ude of the Holy 
See? Generally there is not much love lost between it and the 
Quinnal, and to Iwve in addition, found a ground for a rapproche¬ 
ment iii a war of conquest strikes one as doubly odd. Affairs 
of this world, however, remain intensely human under all 
circumstances, and if we probe deeply enough we can find an ex¬ 
planation of the present riddle It i», as everywhere else with modem 
Imperialist enthusiasm, the financial interests which supply the key 
to the situation. It is an open secret that the chief driving force in 
the present action of the Italian Government has been the Banco 
di Roma, a vast credit institution with a paid-up capital of over 
^£4,000,006 to which a further £2, 000,000 are soon to be added by 
the abvoiplion of a Ligurian bank. The Banco di Roma has played 
in the Tnpolitan affair a part not unlike that fit the Banque de 
Paris et des Pays Bas in the case of Morocco. 


For a considerable number of years past the Banco di Roma 
has been 11 pacifically 3> penetrating Tripoli by acquiring enormous 
tracts of land, establishing or financing com mills and other industrial 
undertakings, seeking phospates and minerals, and generally u fruc¬ 
tifying " the country which was destined one day to fall into the lap 
of Italy. At the head of it stands an exceedingly energetic gentle¬ 
man, Signor PAcelli, a friend of Baron Sonnino, the well-known 
Conservative leader and proprietor of the Gtornale d'Italia. He is 
n0 j 0 ? Iv a Very b * lrew ? business man but also a trusty son of the Church, 
and has succeeded in getting most of the dignitaries surrounding the 
Holy See interested in his work. In fact, the chief portion of the capital 
of which he disposes through his bonk has come from various congre¬ 
gations and even the Vatican itself, and in Tripoli he acts in close 
co-operation with the Capucin order, which is established there, and 
with the Franciscan Abbot Rossetti, »ho is the Apostolic Prefect 
(soon destined to become the first Bishop, of Tripoli. 

Unfortunately, Lire Turks have all along failed grievously to un¬ 
derstand the importance of Signor I'acclli and Ins clerico-financial 
connexions. According to Turkish law, for instance, banks and similar 
corporative institutions cannot own real estate, and all entreaties of Sig¬ 
nor Pacelli to make his enterprise an exception to the rule or to change 
the rule itself proved of no avail Signor Pacelli had to act through in¬ 
dividual agents or uiscribc lhe properties 111 Ins own name, which, of 
course, greatly hampered the transaction or business On the other 
hand, try as he might, the Purle would not grant him any mono¬ 
polist concessions, and Ire had much to suffer through the competi¬ 
tion of the English, the French, ai d, especially, the Germans One 
of the latter, a certain Herr von Lochow, has succeeded, after 
considerable efforts, in obtaining hold of a large tract of land near 
Ben Gha7i for fanning purposes, to the great detriment of Signor 
Pacelu s flour mill, which had cost nearly a million lire, and a 
financial syndicate, led by Horen Weickert and Kncke, have estab¬ 
lished a hanking concern, whose operations within n short time 
exceeded even Lhosc or the Banco di Runin 

Through these mid similar causes Signor Pacelli became involv 
ed in considerable difficulties, and jl is scarcely surprising that he 
and those who were working wnb him should have come to the con¬ 
clusion that nothing short of driving out the lurks lrom Tripoli could 
remedy the iinfortiinati stale of things. Accordingly we see Father 
Rossetti coming down to Rome specially to visit the Consulta and 
offer to q, in express agreement with his superiors, every assistance 
that the Catholic M-ssmns in Tripoli could give to the task of 
occupying the country, and the Gif male d'Italia, the chief clerical 
organ in Rome immediately opening a ramjxiign against Turkey in 
the name of ( hnstianity and the higher patriotism of the Italian 
people The iciult ■ now Mon; us the country round Tripoli 
according to the Times correspondent, h.v been turned into a 
11 human abattoir * But Nie Bishops in Italy are celebrating the 
the victory nf the Gross— and the Banco di Roma is rejoicing in the 
prospect of higher dividends when the shambles are cleaned up. 

.V.—Since the above was written Herr von Lnrhow has been 
expired from 'Tripoli by the new masters 

—B*n Giuri in Egypt. 


Cross-Examination. 

OhNKRAI. CAN KVA 

()— Plcast define treachery 

A - - It is trmrhuy for any Arab to carry arms or even to have 
them in his house when we, the exponents of civilisation, are invad¬ 
ing h-s country 

Q —Why * 

A —Obviously, when a civilising, emancipating aimy has raided 
a country, piratically or not piratically according to your point of 
view’, natives must recognise that if they resist our efforts on their 
behalf, they commit an act of rebellion and render themselves liable 
to summary execution. 

Q —That, of course, is admitted AH through history every 
insurgent has been recognised a* a hero when he succeeds and a 
traitor when he fails. But I am trying to extract from you a defini¬ 
tion of treachery. Suppose the Arabs or Lhe Turks or the Austrians 
had suddenly made a raid upon Rome and hoisted their flog over 
the Quirinal, would you or would you not regard your compatriots 
as very fine fellows indeed if they fought ni the last ditrh to repel 
the invadars * 

A —Naturally, wc should all have d'ed in the last ditch. 

Q —But once the alien Hag had begun to float, the survivors 
of you would have been rightly regarded as criminals if they ventur¬ 
ed to fire from their bedroom windows at processions of conquerors ? 

^.—Personally, of course, 1 should have applauded them But 
I consider that, according to the rules of war, they would have 
exposed themselves to rigorous treatment 1 know partly what is at 
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the back of your mind, and I admit that [ admire those Arabs who 
went on fighting for their religion and country when the rules of 
war indicated that they ought to throw up their bonnets in honour 
of the advent of civilisation. I will even go so far os to say that 
I envy them a glorious death, which may almost be regarded as a 
martyrdom You know our old proverb ■ What sweetness and 
decorum there is in dying for the fatherland 

Q. —It is \cry difficult to cross-examine you when you answer 
me so politely, 1 am reminded of the epigram about the late 
Lord Lytlnn, who was said to have the manners of an Italian organ' 
grinder and the morals of his monkey May 1 fall into your exquisite 
attitude and suggest with perfect courtc sy that it will be very difficult 
for you to define the exact moment whet) pUtrioiiMn ends and rebellion 
begins in the caw of foreign invasion ? . 

A —I entirely agree. Utterly impossible. But may I .submit 
that it is mistaken kindness to carry on a campaign in a spirit of rose¬ 
water ? As you arc evidently alluding to tile business in Tripoli, I 
will Admit quit'* frankly that su arc in a Light comer Unless we 
kill everyone we can get hold of we shall probably bo thrown back 
into die sea. My contention is that, in view of immediate possibili¬ 
ties—nay, probabilities—onr only chance is to stamp out every threat 
of insurrection. 

Q. —As a matter of immcdiaLu policy, you may he perfectly 
right With regard to the future, arc you not sowing the seeds of 
exasperation which may endure for gt ncralions ? 

A — We lire willing to take risks 

G— 1 admit the courage of your troops, hut I am questioning 
the wisdom of your policy? 

A. —It riwy sound cynical, luit ihtrt may he no future genera¬ 
tions to htiir resentment. 

Q —1 sic The old Roman plan of creating u solitude and 
calling it peace. Have you calculated how long it will take you to 
Complete the solitude ? Have you thought of the resentments of all 
Moslems against all Europeans all over the world ? 

A —NTi», I am only concerned with the Empire of Italy 

G—That is nil admission tlrnt you are not good Europeans. 
To return to your horror of Arab treasury. Do you ngiee with 
one of your Irund**, who regarded it as the equivalent of ingratitude ? 

A. — Vts J adopt the attitude i»F Oiolilti that we exposed our- 
jidvrs to gntvi risks in order to save the lives and pro|ierty of the 
enemy; that our hiiiimiutaiiun scutumnts hate lx*en above all 
praise and are generally admired 

Q—Hum' 1 .im not wow concerned with your amtimonts 
Your action.* .ire more to lilt point Art you aware that the corre¬ 
spondent* of the Tunes, the Dmly tht Frnnkfi rtei Zeilung, 

Extehioi , Reuter, and many other eye-witnesses accuse you of 
unspeakable barbarity? 

//.—Pooh I Fantastic charges, the outcome of international 
jealousy*—a campaign of uelamatirrn 

Q —Rut not convlilting evidence ol general admiration ? 

A —1 .un content to rely upon the sympathy of Sir Edward 
Grey, who deprecated all public discussion m> a violation of British 
neutrality. 

0.—Yc.s, his boosted continuity of foreign politics has departed 
a long way bom Gladstone's deprecation of Bulgarian atrocities? 

A.— -Body of Bacchus, you are surely not suggesting that tin 
dimes of the unspeakable 'Utirks can be mentioned m the satm 
breath as our pacifactory mission in TnpriU I 

Q,—Perhaps not They showed some mercy. Your whole 
Halo carnage 

A —My dear fcir . , 

Q .—Now listen to me Tor t few moments. Hare you read 
the report of Herbert Montague, a British offictr, how ha found 
ifO women nnd children with their hands and feet hound, mutilated, 
pierced, and tom ; how he entered n mosque filled with live bodies 
of women and children mutilated almost beyond recognition , how 
be attributed all Ibis savagery to rc\ engc fur your losses in fair 
fight? 

A —You must d scoum all that. The officer wa* admittedly 
accompanying the Turkish tr^ps. 

Q —Wt*l| then, have you * 3 ad the leporls of the Daily Mirror 
correspondents, who accompanied your forces and, could have no 
prejudices against yon? Here is Mr Magee's story: “All the 
Afternoon prisoners were being brought in in batches. There was no 
Attempt at inquiring into individual cases, nothing approaching a 
trial or court-martial The soldiers who Hod caught prisoners shot 
them in batches as fast as they were brought in. Some prisoners 
maintained that they had been gathering dates. They were marched 
off and shot in the hack just like the others. I saw scorn of 
women and children brought into the house, but I never saw one 
or them leave it again. I con only imagine what happened. There 
were also any number of poor old infirm men and cripple*.* 


A.— Stop. Thu is too bad. We welcome your Correspondents 
into our Lines, afford them every facility, and this is their return for 
our kindness. 

Q—You con scarcely exp** a decent Englishman to dnnr 
a veil over such horrors as these But you cannot even rely u po n 
the solidarity of the Latin races in lace of such fhideous, cowardly 
^ n } a S e r . Listen to M. Cossira, the special correspondent of tta 
Paris ExLtlnur • “ I cannot rid my eyes of it, and am sfflF' 

sick and trembling with fever Who could ever have imagined what 
wc have hod to look on ? The rush to assassinate—the hecatombs 
of old men, women, and children; the executions by heaps—the 
piles of mangled flesh smoking under the wool of the burnouses, 
like a human incense burnt before the ruined altar of a dearly bought 
victory? I hurried away to escajie the sight, and passed on Arab 
village A native family was there round a burnt-out fire, where they 
were about to eat. They were all dead. 

11 One little girl had thrust her head into a box nut to see any¬ 
thing ; another had fallen back cm to a cactus bush." 

If this docs not convince you, listen to the correspondent from 
Frankfurt— 

11 The troops were even ordered to fire on women and children. 

Thus far at least 3,000 natives have been execu ted or shot 

down." 

A — Oh, yes, all very melodramatic. Will you realise that 
we had been exposed to a treacherous .Tire from people we hod 
befriended- 

Q —From women and children and cripples ? 

A — Not nnpossihly Anyhow, 11 c had been exasperated. We 

had to teach the rebels a lesson. 

Q.— Rebels? My dear General, you are only in possession of a 
small strip of coast. The native population owes allegiance to the 
Sultan. It is idli tc/tnlk of rebels. They would be traitors if they 
acquiesced in your alien invasion. Just because they do not wear 
very distinctive uniforms, just because the'r skins are perhaps 
infinitesimally duskier than your own, are you to be allowed to 
butcher them wholesale, In mutilate their women and children with 
Sadie savagery ? 

A ,—-Warfare hn* never excluded regrettable incidents 

Q.—But we have hod IWi Confrrenres supported even by 
insufficiently civilised countries like your own. The consciencu of 
Europe deprecates campaigns like those of Wallenstein and Tilly and 
Oliver Cromwell and the Duke of Cumberland, with wholesale massacre 
and rapine and dashme Ijabivs 1 head* against flagstones. What is 
your claim to revive them, oh you pioneer* of civilisation, you pro 
tagonish of humanity ? 

//.—You are losing your temper A war cannot be crnducicd 
like a duel or a bo>ing-niatch Besides, Tripoli is one of the 
Barlmry Stales 

(?■—It was never really Barbary till you invaded it ? * 

— Thr Watch Do? L 


Hakki Pasha. 

A verv unconvincing article appears in Al-Alam 111 defence 
of Hakki Pasha. From the extracts which wo translate the Attack 
on the Grand Vizier appeal 1 difficult. 10 answer.— 

One of the charges brought against Hakki Pasha u this. 
Ibrahim Pasha, the late Governor of Tripoli, had sent a communi 
cation to the Ministry in which he had, among other matters, advised 
Turkish authorities taking military precautions and other necessary 
measures in view of the subtle scheming of ^(aly and her unholy 
designs. And when the Minister of War laid the communitattan before 
Parliament he said that no alterations could be made in lb* (baa* 
sures already in force in regard to strengthening the military position 
If, however, the Foreign Minister and the Grand Vizier agreed With 
the Governor of Tripoli, he, too, he added, would be prepared to ^ 
the same view. Both the Grand Vuier and the Foreign* Minister 
replied that the diplomatic relations of Lhe Empire were absolutely 
free from any danger or complication, and that, in view of the existing 
relations with Italy, they could never be led to believe that Italy, too, 
would cr6ate a rupture of the relations by attacking Tripoli. 

But the matter did not rest there. On Che contrary, the upright 
and puie natured Governor was forced to write that the measure* 
advocated by him should be adopted or he,would have to resign: 
He tendered his resignation in view o£ the much circulated rumour 
that his relations with the Italians were strained. He considered | 
that his resignation might possibly palm down the inordinate 
desires and ambitions which were furiously raging iq the heart 
of Italy. The world, however, knows that the omy reaaonof Italics 
hostility and rage is the marvellous intelteetpai ability, mjfimgp 
experience, and uncommon strength of Ibrahim ftaht*" * 
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But a still greater charge t> brought against Hakki Pasha. 
Tt * am Bey, the Ottoman Ambaasadorin Rome! had sent more 
than ten communications to the Ministry! warning against the possible 
# Italian Invasion of Tripoli—a conclusion at which he had arrived 
after watching and following with consummate ability the military 
movements and preparations In Italy—and urging the Government to 
ttfcp the necessary military precautions in view of the contingency. 

• 9 R it is regrettable that Hakki Pasha had some of the communU 
cations destroyed through Rifaat Pasha, and others through some 
other members of his Ministry, and told them that as long as he was 
in power it was impossible for Italy to lift her ease towards 
such an extensive vilayet as Tripoli, inasmuch as, in the first place, 
his own relations with the Italian Government and his knowledge 
nr mastery of Italian diplomacy would be enough to keep 
down its aggressive designs, and, secondly, be could not believe 
that the Great Powers, with theif boasts about civilisation and wel¬ 
fare of humanity and their anxiety to maintain the peace of the 
world before anything else, would trample all international rights 
and mutual treaties under foot and consider it lawful to wantonly 
plunge mankind in untold misery and suffering. 

This is the epitome of the views and opinions of the politicians 
mid statesmen of the country. In addition to this they ascribe 
the same reason to the resignation of Kaiim Bey, viz , that he 
thought he would thus escape all responsibility in the matter. 
If these unpleasant revelations are true, then the Grand Vizier and 
after him Kifaat Pasha shall have to account to Parlia¬ 
ment. Kazim Hey is absolutely blameless, for hi had informed 
the Ministry beforehand of the evil and dishonest designs of Italy. 
Bm Hakki Pasha and thr members of his Ministry did not pay 
the sbghtest heed to his warnings. It is the same llakki Pasha 
who had witli g.eat complacency reassured the other Ministers 
that nothing serious would happen Shall he not now be brought 
tn hook? And will he try to wipe uIT the stain of mismanagement 
and ^capacity before Parliament ? B 


\ Dr. Dillon in the Contemporary. 

i Hakki Pasha has some claim to the two fold distinction of 

being Young Turkey's evil genius and her champion bridge-player. 
A man of average talents, narrow horizons, short views, inordinate 
vanity, and considerable capacity for work marred by long fils of 
indolence, he was peculiarly qualified tn play the part o* tool to a 
wily politician , and in that capacity he systematically fuithercd the 
L designs of Germany on the one hand and those of Italy on the other, 

to the irreparable detriment of hi« Cabinet, his party, and h:s country. 
It is superfluous to s&v that there is no reason to impute to him any 
but excellent motives. In social circles in Rome, where for some 
years he represented his Sovereign as Ambassador, ht had acquired 
a reputation for qualities which had nothing in common with State- 
■craft, and when he rose to the highest office at home as the nominee 
of the Committee of Union and Pi ogress, he was flattered; atmos- 

¥hered, and finally bewitched by the honey-tipped Ambassador of 
taly, who having discerned the weakness of the statesman and the 
f genius of the bridge-piuyer, skilfully played upon these qualities The 

I countrymen o* Otvour made the Grand Vuisr regard himself as a 

*attcr-clay Messiah, and believe that deliverance for Turkey would 
[ coiue from him alone- So firmly convinced did Hakki Pasha at last 

1 become that he was the providential man, and that his rOie was under- 

f »tood and his influence appreciated by the Italian Government, that 

he seriously believed he held Italy in the hodow of his baud : and 
on this assumption he bulk 4 part of h;s policy as upon a granite 
foundation. Some six at seven months ago, there was question of 
withdrawing some of the troops from Tripoli and transferring them to 
the Yemen. The War Minister, Mahmoud Shefket Pasha, hesitated. 
But it was pointed out to him that the number of men tp be removed 
from the African vtiayct was relatively small, and that a system of 
recruitment could m once be adopted which would in lime yield 
a much larger contingent—some % 9,000 soldiers. In time. But was 
it safe t He asked. Was there arty likelihood that an untoward 
* avast would happen in the meanwhile ? Would Italy, for instance, 

ohoose that moment of inadequate defence to make good Tittotu’s 
threat and occupy Tripoli ? The question, natural enough on the 
lip* tif a prudent Minister like Mahmoud Siidket, was emphatically 
mptived by tbe Grand Vizier, who smiled away the doubts and mii- 
givrfcgs of his colleague. 11 Have no fear of Italy. I know Italy 
JUt* my pocket I am in very doae touch with her Ambassador. 
He is our tame cat I con always hive the right strings pulled in 
Rome. Don’t fear the Italians. We Shall win the trick and the 
, * jobber.” Vamtia VanitatMm. 

The Gemma cajoled Hakki Pasha in a similar way. It it only 
Bur 10 note, however, that they were, 10 to say, knocking at an open 
AfroG for Hakki had been converted to the true Teutonic faith by 
the War Minister, who admins tbe Germans as a military nation^ 
4od jg gmtdul to 6 am for supplying Warships for the Turkish Navy 
t money for tbe improvemsot of the Turkish lai^ forces. I had 

|qag and interesting talk with Mahmoud Shefkas Pasha a lew days 


ago, and 1 feel sure that his partiality for Germany is rooted in bis 
love for the military virtues of that peoples It certainly has not its 
source in any cunningly woven political schemes or narrow-minded 
prejudices. For Mahmoud Shefket is not a diplomatist; he is r true¬ 
hearted warrior who loves his profession ardently ; and he has striven 
perseveringly, and with a certain measure of success, to imbue his 
officers with the same spirit. Consequently, a Germanophile feeling 
sprang up in the Turkish army, which has its counterpvt in the 
Committee of Union and Progress. It is this feeling which Hakki 
Pasha when occupying the post of Grand Vizier fostered, intensified 
and hurriedly translated into fateful political acts. 


Press Opinion. 

The “Nation." 


The nature of Lhe excesses perpetrated on the Arab population 
of Tripoli and the suburban oasis on 23rd October and the 
following days has been placed beyond a doubt by the combined 
testimony of British and German war correspondents during tho 
week. What happened is intelligible enough, but this is not one 
of those cases where to understand is to pardon anything. Tbe 
Italian invasion took the Arabs by surprise. It found them helpless, 
and they gave ni their submission; but they submitted with a 
natural resentment in their hearts, and they naturally—and, in the 
eyes of any one who cares a jot lor national liberty, rightly—took 
the first opportunity of revolting That opportunity came with 
the premature extension of the Italian lines, and on 23rd October 
the Italians in the oasis found themselves caught between the fires 
of the Turks in the front and the Arabs 111 the rear. Nothing but 
the very small number of the troops whom the Turks and Arabs 
had at command could have saved the Italian Army. As it was 
they suffered severely Panic overtook them, and having saved 
themselves, they gave way to indiscriminate massacre. Had they 
coiirt-martiallcd and shot unly tho^c taken with arms in their 
hands, or only thine convicted of fighting against them after 
surrendering, their conduct could not have been condemned in 
the existing state of international law. Tlmt this was all that 
occurred is, in la^l, the official Italian defence. But its complete 
untruth is proved by Lhe united testimony of the correspondents— 
mui accustomed to war, .md not as a race given to 11 sentimental- 
inn ”—who have bivm so horrified by what they have seen that 
several have handed m their papers, and relumed any further 
association with an army capable nl such deeds. Neither age 
nor sex was spared. Mi McOullagh declares that about 400 women 
and children were shot and 4,000 men, “wherLuf not a hundred 
were guilty ” Details of cold-blooded cruelty arc added. 11 Cripples 
and blind beggars have Seen deliberately shot; sick people whose 
houses were burned were left on the ground and refused even a 
drop uf water 1 here lias not been the faintest pretence of 

justice ,r 

These horrors have stirred the country with a rare unanimity 
of feeling The general indignation can express itself faintly in news¬ 
papers, or here and there at a public meeting The one place in 
which it can find no utterance is the Hjuae of Commons 'IVhen a 
private member seeks to raise the issue, he is blocked by the forms 
or the House When lie ventures to refer to the vilest of actions in 
plain but moderate English, a pained " hush ” goes up from the 
Treasury Bench, and the Foreign Secretary of a party which still 
holds the name of Gladstone in honour snub and silences a man who 


dares Lo utter the name of humanity in the desiccated atmosphere of 
European diplomacy The Chancelleries of Europe have divorced » 
themselves from all human feeling. Engaged m their interminable , 
game cf cheis with one another, they have long forgotten that tho 
pawns ore made of flesh and blood They have made or their mutual 
dealings a mystery which they know will bear no inquiry, and how- * 
ever .close their hands may be to one another’s throats, they make -• 
common cause against the people who can merely suffer for their & 
blunders and misdeals. Sir Edward Grey accepts the Italian defence „ 
as if it were authoritative The denial of the accused party is treated £ 
as 'though it were the impartial judgment of a supreme tribunal } 
No wonder that his single pronouncement outweighs in Italian \ 
can all the just protestation of popular feeling. It has given much \ 
satisfaction, we read, and that is what we might expect. This \ 
official whitewashing not only obliterates the past, it sets the Italians 3 

free to repeat their monstrosities, and so, in effect, we learn that the | 

Government, whose panic-stricken troops in Tripoli are hemmed in by * 
a mere handful of devoted Turks And Arabs, have solemnly annexed 
the entire province, and will claim the right accordingly to treat as 1. 
rebels all natives who resist their utterly unwarranted aggression. 

But what, it may be asked, could Sir Edward Grey have done f 
At tbe moment when be was first questioned on the subject, he might 
legitimately have said that further information was desirable before a . 
fatal judgment could be formed. Since that information has come \ 
in, it became the first duty of anyone speaking for this country to */ 
give moderate and restrained, but decisive expression 10 the general ‘ 
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regret that the Italian troops should have been led into excesses con¬ 
trary to the laws of war and the simple dictates of human feeling. 
Beyond this it was not for the moment necessary to proceed. The 
next step would lie with the Turkish Government, who could and 
should bring thitf matter before The Hague tribunal. As Mr. Luden 
Wolf shows on another page, the excesses committed by the Italians 
arc condemned by The Hague Convention, and not only was the 
Italian Government a party to that Convention, hut it was among 
those who supported the British Government in the endeavour to 
extend more effective protection to the rights of an invaded territory. 
The Hague tribunal will never be fully effective until representatives 
of its Court accompany every invading army, and are at hand to recei ve 
and report complaints. But even now an effecti ve statement of complaint 
would not be without its effect. Though The Hague has no power to 
enforce its decisions, there is, in despite of the Chancelleries, such a 
thing as public opinion in Europe, and no Power could endure to 
have its misdeeds exposed and judicially condemned without taking 
measures against the j'uilty officers, t 

i It is said that all countries arc tarred with the same brush, and 
in this there is, unfortunately, an clement of truth. But the question 
in nut one of satisfying our moral fedingH by indignant reprobation of 
Italy. It is r question of the common safety of Europe. Every 
country, unfortunately, is exposed to the chances of wnr and invasion. 
'It is the interest of every country that such civilised restrictions as 
[have been, with slow and painful effort, imposed on lxdligerents 
should he jealously guarded and upheld. It is the interest of every 
people ns against. the Goverhments that the rights of populations in 
an occupied or invaded territnjy should be preserved and extended. 
The hardiness which existing rules of war alluw is maintained in the 
interests of Governments and is inttnded to facilitate invasion. The 
greater the acknowledged rights of the inhabitants, the greater the 
difficulties of successful invnsion and the stronger the obstacles to 
aggressive warfare. If the action of the Italian Government passes 
■ uncriticised and unchecked, then every population in Europe, however 
peaceful, is exposed to the chance of an invasion, which, according to 
the precedent of this war, may lake place at three or four days' notice, 
without previous quarrel, with no offence given, and may bring among 
it an army that, without effective or (lermanent occupation, may proceed 
- f at once to declare the whole territory its own, to treat as rebels all 
who resist, and to make any outbreak of resistance a sufficient excuse 
’ for indiscriminate massacre This is not merely a reversion to bar¬ 
barism, to barbarians are by no moans uniformly so ruthless It is 
a reversion to the methods of the Huns, earned out with the 
* weapons of modem science. V y / v * 

tyfu fuf'") 

The *' Spectator." 

Tuhkish statesmen will he guilty of a capital error if they think 
they can Bavo Turkey by an admit diplomacy 1 urkey ran only be 
naved by internal regeneration, by the establishment of sound govern¬ 
ment, by the development of the material resources of the Empire, 
by the improvement of her financial position, by strengthening her 
military tocos, and finally by a general concentration of effort. 
Turkey can only prosper if her neighl>oiir respect her, and they 
will only respect her if she is a strong and well organized .State, 
At the present moment ihc Turks are face to face uith a most 
difficult position, and no man who fetls the love of country in his 
own heart can fail to Imve a strong sense of sympathy for them 
True patriotism, the love of a man for his native land and for his 
nation rather than merely for hts tribe, has only rec ently sprung up 
in Turkey, but wo do not doubt for a moment its genuineness There 
is therefore something specially pathetic in the xiruation of the men 
who so pasriouataly desire to save and sew their country as do the 
bettor section of Turkish politicians. Can they accomplish this? 
It is difficult, but we believe they can if only they are willing to 
recognize facts, and to build upon them, instead of hying to recreate 
Turkey on a foundation of paradox. No doubt the advice which 
sincere friends of Turkey must give her will sound very bitter advice, 
and no doubt the first impulse of her ruler* will be to reject it with 
scum; but nevertheless we are not onlv convinced that it is sound 
advice, but wc mean, however disagreeable the task, to se« it forth in 
the hope that it ma* not fall altogether on duU cars. 

The first necessity bcfuie Turkey is to Abandon the idea that 
she will, or ouu, gam anything by a tortuous and provocative 
diplomacy, or hy doing white so large a number of her statesmen seem 
to desire at present, that is. by trying to set the Powers of Europe 
by ihc ears, partly with a view to refuge and partly with a vague 
Idea that somehow her position will become more secure in the 
welter ol a great Kuroirean conflict- All this is pure delusion. In 
the first place the diplomats of Europe are not stupid hut very astute 
men, and they will very easily see through the simple if Machiavellian 
policy of Turkey. When one man trieb Tot his own interest to play off 
other men against each other and to get Ihehi to fight among them¬ 
selves, the persons involved are always able and generally willing to 
put their heads together and say, "This man is not playing the 
■ante. He is trying to make us wound each other for his own 


benefit That makes him the enemy of all of us. Let us combine 
to destroy him and divide his inheritance, or, at any rate, the bulk 
of it That will teach him a well-deserved lesson. 11 But even if this 
is not done at once, and the maker of strife succeeds to a time, it ie 
usually only for a time (unless, of course, he is possessed of great 
physical strength of his own). After the confliqp had gone on to a 
short time, and the embroiled Powers were getting tired of quarrel¬ 
ling, they would always have open to them the opportunity of 
stopping the strife by partitioning Turkey. In the end Turkey 
is certain to suffer, even if others suffer with her, as the result 
of trying to sow dissension among the Powers. Equally futile is 
the notion that Turkey should put herself up to auction and 
accept something in the nature of a protective alliance with the 
Power that would pay the highest price. Here, again, the end 
would only be ithe destruction of Turkish independence. In 
diplomacy nothing will pay the Turks so well as honesty and 
straightforwardness. 

The next thing necessary for Turkey is 4 the concentration of 
national effort on ner internal affairs. To accomplish this, nay, 
to begin it, she must as soon as possible put an end to the 
war in Tripoli. A frank and absolute abandonment of those over¬ 
sea possessions which she is not in a position to develop or even 
to protect i$ essential to her welfare. Tripoli, as the Italians have 
shown, was only hers on sufferance, and therefore, as far as the 
strength of Turkey goes, the sooner she is nd of so dangerous a 
possession the better. We know, of course, that this is a very hard 
saying, and we recognise that it is very difficult for a Government 
to act upon it; but nevertheless this must not prevent the real 
friends of Turkey from telling her the truth. The sooner she 
acquiesces in the Italian annexation of Tripoli and takes from them 
that payment for the Turkish works of all kinds existing in chief 
towns to which she is entitled, and further, obtains a capitalization 
of whatever tribute went from Tripoli towards the Turkish debt, 
she will not have "weakened but immensely strengthened herself. 
If Turkey is wise she will take advantage of this crisis in her fate 
to make a similar renunciation in regard to a nominal possession 
which is of even less use to her than Tripoli, namely, Crete. Crete 
is of no value to Turkey, directly or indirectly. Her only conceiv¬ 
able advantage in relauiiug her shadowy suzerainty is the possibility 
of being able to use the island as an apple of discord But as wc 
have shown already, Turkey will never be able to get anything 
substantial out of the embroilment of the Powers. If sht 41 cuts her 
loss," not only in Tripoli but in Crete, she will hove greatly 
strengthened herself. It is true, of course, that the Govern- 
ment which adopts this heroic policy nf conservative surgery will 
for a time be very unpopular, and may even run the risk of 
provoking the fanAtirai portion of her population to acts of revolu¬ 
tion, but it is a risk which must be taken if Turkey is to be re¬ 
generated anJ made strong and independent. If a Company is on 
the verge uf bankruptcy, the first thing to be done by a new Board 
of Directors determined to save the situation is to find out what 
Branch Offices do not pay, and never can pay, and to cut them off 
ruthlessly, even though they are told that the prestige of the firm 
will be irrevocably ruined Lhercby, and that it will cause a Mutiny 
at the Head Office Amputation is never pleasant, but very often 
the only way of saving the body is to sacrifice a limb. Turkey 
freed from the mrubus of Tripoli and from the temptation to 
exern'se a futile diplomacy which she maintains by preventing 
Crete from joining herself to Green- txfusfc, as we have said, concen¬ 
trate upon two things her iutcrnal commercial and moral develop 
ment and the strengthening of her military forces With Tripolf 
and Crete gone, Turkey will no longer be a sea-divided Power, 
bull will in effect be a self-contained Empire. 

In regard tn military organization, it is not necessary to give 
advice to Turkey Her younger officers have shown that they are 
capable of reviving the military genius of the race AH that is 
required here is that the army should be proparly incorporated with 
the nation, and not remain as a menacing tmpertum m fmpeno 
Not only can no State ever flourish unless the Civil Powwis in 
supreme control, hut also no army can ever flourish if it* office?* 
turn politicians, and are thinking, not of strategy and tactics and of 
organizing their forces as an instrument for defence, bat of establish¬ 
ing and maintaining themselves as a military oligardiy. flrat would 
ruin the best army in the world in six months. What Turkey 
wants though, of course, it will be on a greater scale, is an array- 
such as exists in the peasant State ol Bulgaria, and such ati army 
she will be able to obtain if her soldiers are not switched off from 
thcti own proper military work and allowed and" encouraged to 
intrigue in the Civil Departments in Constantinople. 

Turkey's concentration upon internal regeneration, if once 
undertaken, will soon hear fruit. The Empire is very rich, and the 
rapidity of iu development will, we venture*to say, surprise thh 
world if only that development is set about in tire right way. Here 
Turkey must create no monopolies and place herself under the 
commercial protection of no one Power. What she wants is to - 
throw her country open to development by aH-cometfe There ttoft 
be la carrier $ tmurrU am talents —to the talents of way end every- 
nationality. Turkey, though properly guarding iMtnteifcfbtif the 
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State, will not, if she is wise, be Jealous of private profit, even when 
Urge and when earned by foreigners. She mult not be irritated bj 
seeing private individuals occasionally reaping a very rich harvest. 
Such examples are the best possible incentives to the capitalists of 
the world to go In and help Turkey. Why are capitalists so eager 
to develop South America ? In a very large measure because they 
have seen so manylkige fortunes made in those regions, and because 
they hope to go and do likewise. Again, Turkey will be wise if she 
does not hamper private enterprise with red tape and with Govern¬ 
ment interference. As we have said, she must throw open her 
country to the enterprise of the whole world. Here, indeed, though 
in a very different sense, she may rejoice to think that one set of 
foreigners can be played off against another. If the country is 
bei ng developed by a mixed crowd of foreign capitalists—one 
shudders at the picture—the danger is small of any one nationality 
obtaining preponderance. As a patter of fact, however, temporary 
commercial preponderance by foreigners is no injury to a nation 
provided that political power remains with the natives. Such 
political power, propkrly maintained, will very soon lead to the 
development of native commercial ability The Arabs for centuries 
have been great and successful traders, and we do not doubt that 
if they are given the chance they will in a generation or so discover 
how to beat, or at any rete to equal, the European at his own 
commercial games. 

Finally the Turkish people must learn to distinguish between 
their religion and their nationality. At present national patriotism 
is apt to be obscured by a fanatical devotion to Islam. We should 
be the last people in the world to desire the Turks to weaken in 
their religious hith, but that faith, in reahty, is not strengthened by 
fostering feelings and emotions which should belong to national 
ideals. A man may be both a good Christian and a good patriot, 
and we trust the time will come, and it will certainly be a better 
time for Turkey, when devotion to a particular creed is disentangled 
frOm devotion to the Turkish Empire. We odAit that evolution 
here is not easy owing to the nature uf Muhammadanism and to the 
double functions exercised by the Sultan as Sovereign of Turkey 
and as Caliph. Nevertheless our Indian experience shows that a 
man may be a good Muhammadan and also a perfectly loyal subject 
of King George, and so separate loyalty to his Sovereign from Ins 
religion. 


" Egypt-" 

Thk task of Italy u evidently not going to be anything like as 
easy and pleasant as the inspired messages at first pretended. AH 
these modem 11 picnics”—we remember a famous one which set out 
for Pretoria twelve years ago—turn out tn be more lengthy and much 
more costly than is at first thought. The censorship and the 
machi ne-made falsehoods soon lail to stop the truth from coming 
out, and already we are getting interesting fragments of it from 
Tripoli. At first, of course, the Italians were ,f welcomed” by the 
popu’ace. It always is that way--at first. Afterwards the feelings 
of the people undergo a change, which synchronises with the 
breakdown of ’he absolute rensorship and the spread of some real 
knowledge of what is happening, 

The fighting at Benghazi on 19th October and the Italian defeat 
at Tripoli on 26th October mean that the Arabs are acting in perfect 
unison with the Turks and that the Italians have embarked on a 
long, costly, and very possibly disastrous war. With their fett preca¬ 
riously planted in a couple of roast towns, -mtside which they dare 
not move, the Italian Government is said to have notified the 
Powers of al the cessation of Ottoman rule in Ncith Africa,” though 
nothing seems to be known of this in the European Chancelleries. 
These indecent drolleries truly yet have to be paid for heavily. Mean¬ 
while^ the outrages committed by the Italian army in lupoh 
surpass anything recently known in the history of European warfare. 

Now, when tbe*Albanian rising was being suppressed the other 
day we were harrowed by the accounts of the actions of the Turkish 
! army—*ctidafl which Were considerably less barbarous than these 
\ acta of the Italians, or, it may be added, the actions of Lord Roberts 
\ and his general* ht laying waste the Transvaal and Orange States 
; twelve yeap ago. Needless to soy, we detest all these proceedings, 
\ they are all cruel and horrible. But whilst the Albanians were 
' technically 11 rebels, * the population of Tripoli never owed any 
, allegiance of any kind to Italy. We shall, therefore, watch with 
j some interest to see whether our good friends of the Balkan 

* Committee and other denounce the Italian action in Tripoli as they 
.denounced the Turkish action in suppressing an internal revolt. 

, Or are we to say “ That’s in the Christian but a choleric word, 
^whkh in the Moslem is flat blasphemy ?” It looks like that. 

* An underlying motive for the extermination of the oasis 

\ dwetters will doubtless be found to bo, it Italy is able to retain 
\ possession of Tripoli, that the whole of this valuable garden land 
; will be confiscated from its Arab owners to the profit of the Italian 
*1 Go ve r nm ent, And repeopled with Italians. The French have more 
t than once made wholesale confiscations, on a like pretext of rebellion 
. tt Algeria. / 


Various friends of Turkey at the present time are busy advising 
her. And through a good deal of even disinterested criticism there 
runs a suggestion that the Young Turks have somehow brought on 
themselves this Italian raid. This is said by those who concurrently 
accuse the Turkish Government of having been too militarist and of 
not having sufficiently attended to internal civil reforms. Yet if any 
remissness there be on the part of Turkey which has invited this 
brigandage it is surely that she had not advanced further and even 
quicker on the militarist road, that she was Loo easy-going and not 
distrustful enough. As for the idea that anything Turkey could 
have done internally would have staved off this robbery it is 
sufficiently answered by the cases of Finland and Persia, In the 
chaos of lusts which Europe presents to-day no small or weak State 
is safe, even if it were internally a perfect model of human polity. 

A large section of the British Press is to-day denouncing the 
11 Salonica Committee” as a positive fount of iniquity. Let the 
members of that committee, however, but throw in their lot with 
the Triple Entente and deal in the Ixmdon shop instead of the 
opposite establishment, and we may be perfectly sure they will 
become far-seeing patriots and statesmen with a rapidity that would 
be startling if one did not know the ease with which such moral 
transformation can be accomplished when diplomacy wills them. 

Mrs. Silvia Terracim—we presume an Italian lady—writes to 
the Manchester Guardian seeking to defend the action of Italy. 
Mrs. Terracim says that “ Italy’s action is not inspired by hidden 
thoughts or subterfuges.” That, indeed, we can all admit. Her 
conduct has had all the frankness of the highway robber. She did 
not even organise a single street broil nor invent a single “ massacre " 
to provide a diplomatic excuse No Italian subject was 14 outraged n 
in Tripoli, no Italian protege as much as insulted. For all 
this bold abandonment of the usual stage-management in these 
affairs it is as well lo remember there was a clear reason. It wu 
not all due to a virtuous desire to steal honestly. If Italy had 
waited to organise 41 incidents" and “outrages” the Turkish 
Government would naturally have been alarmed and would have 
taken military measures accordingly. There was no time to play 
the Moroccan game. It bad to be a bold dash or none at all. 

I bus there were no “subterfuges” unless, indeed, that word be 
applied to the charges put forward in the wretched document which 
Italy circulated as her justification for making war. 

The sort of anti-Turkish fanaticism which still, we fear, plays 
a larpe part in determining popular sympathies is well exemplified 
in a letter from Mr. 1 lerus O’Mahony, ex-M.P., in the Freeman's 
fiumai ; of Dublin. 01 the nth ultimo. Mr. O’Mahony dates his letter 
from Sofia, where he has established an orphanage. He leads off 
by the usual kind of loose assertions, such as that “ Italy's material 
interests Tripoli have long been acknowledged,” as if these con¬ 
siderations had anything to do with the rights and wrongs of the 
case. Is one country morally entitled to seize the territory of another 
because it has 41 material interests" there ? If so, there is no earthly 
reason why war should not break out to-morrow over half the habit¬ 
able globe As a matter of fact, Italy's 14 material interests ” in 
Tripoli are notoriously trifling , she may, of course, expect to obtain 
some as the result of the present theft, but at present they are 
negligible Hut if they were ten times what they are they would not 
justify intcrrulional brigandage. Yet Mr O'Mahony, who is 
obviously a very iuH-blooded Christian, no<ds that the commandment, 

II Thou shalt not steal,” is to be suspended when a Christian State 
steals from a Moslem one. 

Mr O’Maliony's generalisations are interesting. He writes, 
for instance *, 14 Experience has shown that a Moslem race can 
never govern Christians wiLh justice and equality. Their religion 
forbids them lo do so. Experience has also shown that Christians 
can govern Moslems with justice and equality" Now Mr. 
O’Mahony has been an Irish Nationalist M P. He has contended 
and contends still that England, a Christian State, cannot govern 
Ireland justly and he knows that the worst barbarities practised 
by or alleged against Turkish rule in Macedonia were inflicted on 
the* Irish peasantry by British troops in 1798, little more than a 
century ago. He knows also of the tithe wars and evictions carried 
out in Ireland down to our own days. Yet, with the knowledge 
that a Christian empire can thus treat a Christian subject people 
with gross cruelty, he serenely argues that such empires always 
govern Moslems justly I 

It is not surprising, of course, that Mr. O'Mahony should 
charge the Turks with Moslem fanaticism. 11 Everything Christian, 11 
he says, “is anathema to the Young Turks,” in a letter every line 
of which shows that everything Moslem is 41 anathema ” to him. 
He seeks to draw some comparison between the case of Bulgaria 
and that of Tripoli, as if there were the slightest similarity between 
che two. If the people oF Tripoli were engaged in a h^nd-fide 
rising against Turkish rule there would be ground for the argument 
that their case resembled that of the Bulgarians. But to contend 
that because Bulgaria or Greece rose against alien domination, there¬ 
fore Christian Italy is justified in imposing alien domination on 
a Moslem people, is the sort of nonsense 10 which defenders of this 
war are driven. < 
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Stand uprighti speak thy thought, declare 
The truth thou hast, that all may share. 
Be bold, proclaim it everywhere. 

They only live who dare 1 


—Morris* 


Calcutta: Saturday, December 16, 1911. ^uniu! isl'k^Tzi. 


CONTENTS. 


Fmi*— 

The News of the Week 
Prev Opinion— 

The 41 Norton 11 M 
The M Times ^ .. 

The 41 Near East.” 

Tin a Tan—" 

The Durbar 

Fern* ... ... 

The Royal Boons 
The faapenal Capital ^ ... 
A Sanatorium Tor the Khojas 
« Julius Cream n - 1 

J *The passing lor the Third 
* TlW Bach” 
lftADVWe Aarxcuts— 

The Annhunceuietit 
Tim Dnttu Iloat^rn ... 
CgecmATimr Dvr bar— 

Sty* Entry 

The Xdf Edward MemorUt ... 
FrP*cn^ticbW Colours 


Coronation Duftar —-eonttL 

The Durbai 
Hu Majesty’s Speech 
The Proclamation 
The Royal Boons Hi 

The King- Emperor's An¬ 
nouncements -» 

Othcial Correspondence 
Lord Creire's Reply 
Dehate in Lords and Commons 
The Garden Parly 
Badshahi Mela 

The King-Emperor and 

Delhi City .. 

Mofnssil Celebrations ill 

The Queen-Empress and 
Indian Ladies ■»■ 

The Honours List 


Thb Wai— 

The News of the Week 
News by the English Mad 

ADvirnsfcttgtrri ». 


5J*"54° 


The Mtniatf widhe much obitged if those of our readers who 
tape Uemrec tm ng etfiM of this paper as specimens vi ll kindly 
ietfr'. whether tgty with to become subset ibers or not This is 
iD ashthatWe fstl dart they wifi empty wit I the Manageds 

'W'-f Wt W* bdfcpy to toy that we are now in a jtoMtson to supply 
•<* &ht p ^ mpde “ to M u hamma dan students who apply to us during 
''Wfe^nsplwh if December at the reduced rate of Rt. a eveiy three 
iffr/uif A ndM u uh . and to non-Moslem students at the sdll 
’ 0etor tutors* jauttp tin month*. 


.Persia. 

TW N«w> ol the Weak. 


P|Ae Joue df Lord, on the 7 th December Lord Cunoa 
Shed Lord Mwlo, to npUu tbe Government’. policy in regard 
w m*L ,"Th| KUItianJM Aid, tms extremely dangerouj both to 
nit-otiMomnd'vn. The fltnbn pert wee the least desirable pert 
l& $bi$jf3}~'S.$sm,u CVAdm -twh *w k'niMjc^ bargain and 
bn aeeelemmd P«rn» f »- dedbe. RqwiVi proceeding, an 
xaptmy sai ^cipitawtoww* a we A and J>4ptalW. 
h** <>W®| » tb* ddwnd m^ectini ,t|H» appabtvwnt Of 
etogh Osiwtf wiw raponsiblftjr 

■ the nMinUu*. Wt *Mnfcg bom ecom s k to admin, tmti to, 
n Mold imdtebolMOceod to (xdlticd'uid/uattce to geographical 




Do political s 


itageogfiphiod 


partition. H t suggested that the Bntish people should judge the 
matter not merely from the standpoint of European Alliances but 
from the standpoint of die good of Persia and the maintenance of 
Constitutional Government. He would like to see Gveat Britain 
hold out an occasional umbrella against the hailsLones in the shppo, 
of ultimatums at forty-eight hours' notice which mined on MubanHnai- 
dan States. By frittering away Persian independence, they would' 
alienate millions cf Muhammadans, and he instanced the fact that 
he had received a telegram from rhe Shiahs of Lucknow asking whal 
the Im penal Government and the Government qI India were doing, 
for Persia 

r 

Lord Morley said that the influence of our transactions in’ 
Persia on our own Muhammadan subjects was one of the guiding 
considerations m their consideration. Tbe Imperial Government 
had the welfare of Persia as much at heart as Lord Curzon. The 
evils had not arisen from the Convention and not from the actiotv 
of Russia, but from the introduction of a construction upon difficul¬ 
ties on which Lord Morley expatiated. It was madness to set up 
a system ignoring Russia and Great Britain. 

Lord Moriey said that Mr. Shuster had had his letter to the 
Ttmcs translated into Persian and had shown it to a few Persian 
friends who asked if he objected to its being published. Mr. Shuster 
replied: u Why did I send it to the Timaf but for publication?” 
Sir Edward Grey, through Sit George Barclay, Minister at Tehenm, 
warned Mt. Shuster what would follow. Before Sir E. Grey 
heard of the circulation of the letter or Russia had contpliinad 
about it, Sir E. Grey said to Sir G Barclay : “ Russia is sure to bh 
annoyed at the appointment of Mr. Lecoffre and is not unlikely to 
occupy Northern-Persia. Advise Mi. Shuster to do everything to 
conciliate the Russian Legation. Russians are gaining the 
impression that Russian influence in North Persia is being displaced 
by British influence under cover of Mr. Shuster's administration.” 
It was, Lord Morley continued, the Military party in St Petersburg 
which always held that without the Convention Russia would be 
in Teheran to-day. It was the Convention that improved the 
pacific prospects in Persia. Russian influence could not be 
expelled from Northern Persia ; so how could it be pretended that 
our action in Persia would be more effectual if there were no 
Convention ? The Russian Government declared that their object 
was the establishment of normal stable relations with the Persian 
Government and to this end Russia proposes to make certain 
further proposals with which we were not acquainted. Russia bad 
assured the British Government categorically and wished it to be 
placed on record that the military measures were purely provisional 
and that Russia had no intention of infringing the Convenriocu The 
Imperial Government had informed Russia that we could not under 
any circumstances recognise the ex-Shah. The first principle of the 
Imperial Government's policy was to maintain the spirit and letter 
of the Convention. Secondly to lose no opportunity by advice or by 
benevolent mediation to ease the situation for Persia. Thirdly 
to assist them legitimately to meet their financial obligations. Lord 
Morley concluded: 11 Ir we can get oifer the present crisis, if Russia 
and England do not part company and if the spirit of the Conven¬ 
tion is maintained we have £ood reasons for hoping that we shall 
ioqp see the solution of a difficult situation." 

* * Reuter wired from TeheranThe situation is easier. The 
Government and leaders are checking acts likely to afford an 
txcusajor Russian occupation. 
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Over live thousand Muhammadans of all sects residing in 
^ Bombay met on the 8th December at the Jumma Musjid at 
Abdul Reheman Street to record their indignation and alarm at 
the Russian occupation of Persian territory and advance of her 
, troops upon Teheran. Mr. Kazj Muhammad Saleh Londe presided. 

1 The meeting was attended by the high priests of the various sects 
and great enthusiasm prevailed. A resolution was passed humbly 
drawing the attention of the responsible Ministers of the Crown to 
f the close connection that exista between Persia and India and the 
bond of Islamic brotherhood which unites Moslems of the country 
with those of Persia and requesting’/he British Foreign Office to 
reconsider the situation and use its influence in preserving the 
, liberty and integrity of Persia and prcventig Russian advance 
Another resolution was passed expressing gratitude to Lords 
Curzon and Lamington for the deep interest they have taken in 
Persian affairs. 

At a meeting of the hank of Persia the Chairman said that 
considering that unrest tended to limit operations, the Directors 
were well satisfied with the reports. Despite political disorder, the 
mass of people in North Persia continued their peaceful occupations. 

The Novoye Vtcmya on the 9th instant made a violent 
attack on I-ord Curzon for his speech on the 7th instant and 
said he was one of the last of the old school, the policy of which 
is based on distrust bf Russia The paper continued that should 
the independence of Persia be threatened, it would be mainly owing 
to the multifarious exhortations to resist Russia's just demands 
Language like Lord Curzon’s, added the paper, could only excite the 
national amour propn of Russia and Great Britain ami benefit 
neither. The journal welcomed the fart that responsible British 
people recognise that Russia has no aggressive intention*. 

Persia agrees Lo cancel the appointment of Mr. LccofTre and is 
willing to enter into friendly negotiations regarding Russia's other de¬ 
mands except that under which Persia has lo rufrr the appointment 
of foreign advisers to Britain and Russia. IVisia hopes that the 
crisis will be terminated by the latter point not being pressed. 

Reuter wired from Teheran Russia has sent a note lo the 
Persian Government demanding the punishment of the murderers 
of Ala-ed-Daulch, former Govcmoi of Pars. 

The report of the debate on Persia in the House of Lords has 
gratified official circles in Teheran who nre convinced that ihc question 
concerning Russo-Persian relations will be settled through Great 
Britain. 


Press Opinion. 


The “Nation." 

A week ago wa should have said. if it had hern discreet 
to make the aanussion, that the case of Persia *'i‘> altogether 
hopeless. Russia had threatened a m'ne lounal and complete! 
occupation of the Northern provinces, while Aniflo Indian troop., 
for the first time, were penetrating to the chief cent-e of iraJa and 
authority in the South. Both Powers had uivted in placing their 
Telo on the Persian proposal to assure older by tlu enga|(em<.ot 
of twenty Swedish officers Worst of all, Mr. Morgan 
'Shuster, tne American financial controller, had encountered 
from both Legations an opposition so relentless, so unscrupulous 
and so public, in his efforts ro restore the comtry to solvency that 
, bis resignation and the abandonment of any farther efforts in 
this direction ton Id be delayed only by days or fcy wc ^ Si 
From Persia itself the news is ro bettor than it was The 
ultimatum has been delivered, and the whole Persian 
Government, from the Regent n the humblest MmiUer. has 
resigned apparently by way of protest, or perhaps with a view of 
saining time There have been the usual protests in the lateral 
Presa and from thn few active friends of I’eisian liberties in Par 
l ament, but the experience of recent years has taught us that the 
opinion on which the Government relies jor its majority u 
nreciKly the opinion which the Foreign Office invariably disregards. 
The Party system, which forbids any effectual opposition to 
the mischievous policy of one Department so brng as the general 
domestic policy of an adminiatraltn* has the support oi lU 
; fol lo wers, has neutralised the force of friendly criticism and 
dls. rn.ftH the wy party which is by its instincts and its principles 
the natural opponent of the policy into which Sir Edward 
Grey has drifted. The speech which Lord Curson delivered 
1 on Wednesday has changed the whole situation. A strong and 
, generous idea for Persian liberties, coupled with a criticism of 
; Ansllo-Rusaian diplomacy which lost nothing by its reticence and 
I restraint, has been made at last by a man whose varied experiences 
ai Viceroy of India, as Lord Salisbury’s lieutenant at the Foreign 
Q ffirf. and as a traveller in Persia itself have familiarised him with 
* event phase and aspect of the problem. It came weighted with the 
authority 1* * man who has held high office and is destined to yot 
; greater responsibilities. Above all, it cannot be discounted by any 


suspicion that Lord Corson is influenced by nartoCaTist laMungs or Of 
out of sympathy with the general trend and habrt of thought of Impend 
ism. It re i plea from an Imperialist leadei: that an exceptioii m the 
general policy of expansion and absorption should be outdo in Fenuaw 
favor, and it was based as much on _»I 


lavor, ana u was osseu is mm... ««■ u flattering educate of Persian 
capacities and deserts as on a consideration of our mterests in the 
Middle East and among Motemmedans all over the world. Such a 
remonstrance it is impossible that the Foreign Office should ignore. 
We do not believe that it has willingly or joyfully become an accom¬ 
plice in a policy or partition and absorption for which Russia is 
primarily responsible. It has been weak and tnaladmU. The new 
fact is that a force of criticism and goodwill has suddenly arisen 
behind it which must strengthen it, if it is capable of strength, m its 
dealings with St Petersburg. 

There are many lines of attark to "which the Foreign Office 
policy in Persia stands exposed, but to our thinking the most direct 
and the most fatal is the charge that the policy of the two protecting 
Powers has in effect prevented the Persian Government from effec¬ 
tively reforming its administration, and, so far as Russia is concerned^ 
has undoubtedly pursued that aim with conscious and deliberate 
purpose. We will not recall the more distant phases of the long 
intrigue—the help given v> the Shah against the first Mcjliss, the 
supplies of arms, the loans of money, and the services of the Cossack 
brigade under Colontl Liaklioff. With lus expulsion and the arrival 
of a strong and capable ruler its the person of the present. Regent, 
a new start was made last year. The difficulty which faced the 
new Parliament could be reduced to one word—finance The 

problem of restoring order was primarily one of maintaining a 
competent armed force which could deal with brigandage both in 
its purely predatory and its semi-p lliLical forms. The two Powers 
began by offering to guarantee a loan, provided Persia would accept 
the full control in every department of Russian or IHtiali agents. 

It was a proposal to c introduce the Egyptian system* and it was 
rejected To have set themselves, doubtwith varying degrees 
of a struggle the last vestige of Peiwan independence. Our reading 
of all that has followed is that both Powers, have set themselves, 
doubtless, with varying degrees of consciousness, to prove to the 
Persians that any reorganisation of their affairs is possible only on 
terms of complete and abject submission. The first step was lo 
place a veto on a loan on very advantageous terms which the new 
Government contrived to arrange with an independent London firm 
of banker*. The next step was the threat on our side, which has now 
been executed, to send British troops into Southern Persia unless 
the Persians themselves entrusted the police of these provinces to 
Anglo-Indian officers. There followed the invasion of the ex-Shah, 
which compelled the Persians to impiovise a hasty army, to borrow 
money on what terms they could get, and to purchase arms at * 
ruinous rate The Shah had been rescued from his incensed subjects 
by Russo- British benevolence, and consigned, at the expense of 
Persia to a luxurious exile in Russian territory. Both Powers had 
pledged themselves to " prevent ” him from intriguing against the 
Nationalist Government, and hotli Powers profess to have given him 
11 frequent advice ” to abstain from agitation. What m fact Russia 
did, we know front the dying confession of his commaader-m chief, 
made publicly in the hearing of the Times coueipoodent The ex* 
Shan confided his intention of invading Persia to the Russian Ambas¬ 
sador in Vienna, who informed him that Russia would be neutral, 
assured him that the " field is clear,” and gave him friendly advice as 
to llio best means of raising money. Tne Time r itaeU admits, in a 
leading article that 11 some Russian authorities connived in the ex-Shah 1 * 
return,” though it acquits the Russian Foreign Office. To believe 
thar the Ambassador in Vienna made no communication t * his 
chief when he had learned the ex-Sbih*s intentions, is a stretch of 
credulity of which we find ourselves incapable. The tfhtnr 
Vremva certainly knew in advance, and launched, apparently 
from its inner consciousness, a press '.ampaigw in Mouamet AhV 
favour a full week before the telegraph had reported his upimpeded 
descent through Russian territory on the Persian cosaL 

With the failure of this manoeuvre from which the agent* of 
Russian policy had clearly hoped great things, the two Fbwerx tefl 
hack on the policy of obstruction. The statistics of the fttjtt year, 
published this week, show that the external trade of Southern Persia, 
has expanded no less than 37 per cent. Some disorder there 
certainly is in the South, but its extent w measured by these figures. 
The civil war, which ended at last in the ex-Shah's defeat, had made 
it morally and materially impossible for the Persian Government 
to undertake a serious and costly work 6f reorganisation^ 
But neither consideration for its difficulties, nor satufaetkin af 
the thriving condition of our trade, hap deterred us from sending' 
our Indian squadrops to Shiraz. Mwuiwhjta, Mr,' Shuster, with aft : 
American energy and fearlessness, had oeen at work ofi the 
reorganisation of the finances. He discovered at an early " 
pf his work that the poverty of the treasury was due msiwy 
to the bet that the grandees, who from the loyhUst and fstetfo&r 
art party, had for yeirt evaded die payment of thwr whs 
Searching for some European! to organis e 
leering gendarmerie, be wasmet with the finding 

mu who knew the country and hi language, t* pace. 
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nttfeiprefad her economic monopoly in the North u a political 
jtfVUege, and with pur aid has successively vetoed the nomina¬ 
tion of, two British subjects as assistants to M*. $huster Worse 
Mill is the system which she has followed of .entailing Persians 
as her proteges, and claiming on their behalf a Virtual immunity 
from taxation, and* the right to the protection or Russian Con¬ 
sular Guards against the demands of Mr. Shuster's gendarmes, 
j* * She has set up a state within a state She rewards her partisans 
te\ >& and the Shah’s with freedom from their responsibilities as Persian 

f lvj , citizens. She claims on ihtir behalf to exercise on Persian soil 

7 " ' rights of Police and functions of government which arc an absolute 

negation of Persian sovereignty. She is making anarchy and 
^ obstructing reform, and with the usual logic of aggressive Impe¬ 

rialism she now claims to occupy the country whose government 
she has rendered impossible. 

\ The risks which British acquiescence in this Russian policy 

\l of absorption entails, cannot be too clearly stated. It must alienate 
from us—reinforced* as it is by our record to the question 
of Tripoli- anything that remains of confidence in us throughout 
the Moslem East. Lord Curzon spoke none ino strongly 011 
JgJ that point. It is still more serious that when ihc last vestige 
of Persian independence is destroyed, its ruin must confront 
,} Us with the Russian land forces across a co terminous frontier 

difficult to defend. But there is a simpler and director reason 
for resenting Sir Edward Grey's acceptance of these Russian 
manoeuvres. They are, in all the records of recent aggression, 

„ the most dishunest, the most unmanly, the most treacherous. 

They cover even Russia with shame, and they rcfleci on us the 
disgrace of a \icarious dishonour Russia has transgressed the 
code of international morals because she has an uinhition and 
cherishes a peilectly intelligible greed. Wc ha\become her 
accomplice, not because wc wanted any tiling oursehes, but simply 
because our diplomacy has lackrd r he luickbone to utter a firm 
remonstrance.—The Nation 

TO THK EOIIOR 10 IHK "NaIION 1 ’ 

Si r ,—1 am one ot those who, withouL great knowledge ol 
foreign Affairs, think that there is a distinct necessity for an explana¬ 
tion Irom the Government of their foreign polit y particularly in regard 
to recent relations with Germany and in regard to affair * in Persia. 
Holding that view, I still think that your treatment of these subjects 
during the last few weeks has not been very fan A rare against the 
Foreign Office has, prma tnctr t been made out and iril' have to be 
met; but I submit that you have gravely overstated ihat case 
Tu make thaL good, J will lake two statements in your current 
issue, which 1 have taken the tumble to check, The first deals with 
Tripoli and the second with Persia 
In yom opening notej you say:— 

11 Jt is nowhere even htnii-d that M«r Edward Grey has moved 
a finger to limn the area of the war, indeed, 11 is more than ctei 
recognised abroad that the Italian adventure hod and has the 
tacit approval of our Foreign Office 

Your use of the word “recognised’ instead *of " believe ’ 
conveys the ittiplioai ion that 11 is a fact that our Foreign Ofiice 
had foreknowledge of the invasion and tacitly approved I 
myself heard Sir Edward Gre> say in llie House on 3rd November-— 
‘‘The first communication of any intention to seize Tripoli 
which His Majesty’s Government received was the notification of 
thd Declaration of War on 30th September.” 

I have never heart or read of one word or act on the part of 
our Government wHithdends colour to the idea that they now approve 
of the " Italmn Adventure. M In the fare of a direct denial that 
the iatenbon to invade Tripoli waa communicated to our Ciovem- 
ment and the entire^bsence of any i'Ubsoqucnr mark of approval, 
surely your words are gravely unfair and likely to mislead on 
a question of fact 

In your article on Persian affairs, in a summary nl :he past 
dealings of Russia and Great Unfair with the Persia* Government, 
you ray>— 

II The two Powers began by offering to guarantee a loan, 
provided Persia would accept the fuH control in every department of 

k * J Russian or British agents It was a proposal 10 introduce the 
Egyptian system, and it was rejected " 

I have looked up in the White Paper on Persia the terms on 
which the two Powers offered to guarantee the loan. They are given 
itt a despatch from Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, dated 
16th February Persia No. 1 (1911). Cd. 5656], They do 
not bear out your statement. There is to be a Commission to control 
the disbursement of the loan, but there is no insistence that there 
should be any foreign—still less any Russian or British—representa¬ 
tion on that Commission. I think it ia for you to justify your 
suggestion tint this is the Egyptian system. 

There is nowhere in the conditions one wort about Russian or 
British officers oragtat*. Seven French officials are to be engaged 
At the Huristyj of' Finance;" foreign V instructors for the 
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gendarmerie ore to be engaged. Those are the only references 
to agents or officers from sources outside Persia. What justification 
can there be for saying that Persia was asked to accept "the foil 
control in every department of Russian or British agents 11 ? 

These inaccuracies in the parts of your articles which I have 
checked suggest & certain overstating of the case throughout 
My complaint is that the over-statement is not only in the conclusions, 
but in the facts on which the conclusions arc based. I think our 
Foreign Office requires criticism , 1 should like to see more time 
devoted to that work in the House of Commons, but 1 do think 
that supporters of the Government have cause for complaint when, 
in your indictment of the Foreign Office, you add to its real 
offenres imaginary crimes which it has never committed. 

Yours, etc., 

H. T. Cawley. 

J/st Nmvtmher IQIJ - 

[Wc acknowledge no inaccuracy. We had in view the Russian 
as well as the British interpretation of the terns offered with the 
propused loan. In our White Paper M. Isvolsky's view ia only 
briefly indicated. "It will only be by means of negotiating a 
large loan that Russia and England will be in a position to insist on 
the institution of an effei tive financial control " In other words, M. 
Isvolsky wished to lend a much largers um than Persia had asked 
for in order to tighten his hold over her affairs. His views were 
given at length in the Nww Vrtmya at the lime He referred 
m set terms to the Egyptian parallel, and explicitly stated that the 
military officers to be employed must be Russian and British. The 
actual terms ol the preliminary loan bear out our interpretation on 
a dote view. Mr. Cawley has omitted to notice the all-important 
general condition “ The programme concerning the employment 
of the sum advanced shall be submitted for the approval of the two 
Legations ” In other words, the power of the purse was to be placed 
in the hands or the Russian and British Ministers, who would thus 
difertly control the Persian Budget, especially in all matters connected 
with police and other armed fortes. The officials of the Ministries of 
Finance, War, and Police would thus be virtually in the pay of the 
i«o Powers A general veto of this kind, exercised through our 
Consul-General, is precisely the Egyptian system. The Commission 
which was to audit die details of the expenditure, after Kusso-Hritish 
sanction for its programme, was to contain two foreigners (a point 
on which Mr Cawley is mistaken), a Frenchman (financial adviser), 
and a Ueigmn (of the Customs; further, the foreign "instructors” 
of the Persian aimed forces are 10 be engaged only with the consent 
of the iwo Pow ',rs. Their nationality is not here stated, but dearly 
M. fsvolsky meant in insist on Russians, and we afterwards 
proposed Anglo-Indian officers for the South. A Persian suggestion 
for ihe engagement or Swedes has lately been vetoed (according 
to a statement made in the Duma oy M. N era toff) by both Govern¬ 
ments, which made representations at Stockholm. The tendency 
of all this is .sufficiently clear , but we are content to base our 
ca^e on thr general veto on the Persian programme of expenditure 
vested in the Iwo Legations. As to Tripoli, Mr. Cawley is surely 
playing with words We never said that the Foreign Office wore 
forewarned of the actual starting of the Tripoli Expedition. What 
me said was that Europe believed And believes that we knew of 
Italy's general designs.—E d , Nation 1 


Tlie " TimM.” 

At a time when the Internationa] situation ir general gfforda so 
manv grounds lor grave anxiety we cannot but deeply regret to see 
added to them a fresh and serious crisis in the relations between 
Russia and Persia. The Russian Legation at Teheran informed 
the Persian Foreign Office on Saturday of the rupture of diplomatic 
relations and stated that Russian troops had been ordered to Persia. 
Jt is believed 'hat 4,000 men are already on their way to Kazvin, 
nbuut eighty-s»x miles north-west of the Perrian capital. The 
Russian Government, it is true, has given assurances that this 
movement of troops is merely intended to enforce the demands put 
forward in its ultimatum, and that the force will be withdrawn as 
Persia has conceded those demands. These assurances we have no 
right to question, and it must be remembered that on a previous 
occasion Russian troops occupied Ka/vm for some time and were 
withdrawn in accordance with civil assurances as soon as Persia had 
fulfilled the conditions upon which Russia then insisted Neverthe¬ 
less we cannot blind ourselves to the significance of the action which 
Russia has now taken in circumstances which, at least on the 
surface, do not appear to afford together adequate justification for it 
There have been incidents in the course of the last two or three 
years which have offered Russia more ^favourable opportunities for 
forcible and permanent intervention in Northern Persia had she 
entertained the sinister designs imputed to her in some quarters. 
The semi-official statement issued by the Russian Government with 
regard to the action of Mr. Shuster’s agents in the matter of Prince 
Shua-ed-Dowleh’s property places a somewhat different complexion 
from Mr. Shuster's own statement upon the origin of the unfortunate 
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quarrel la which it baa given me. According to the Russian state¬ 
ment! a conference was actually taking place between the Russian 
Consul-General and Mr. Shuster's representatives as to the procedure 
to be followed in connexion with the property of the ex-Shah's brother, 
when the Persian gendarmes, under the orders of Mr. Shuster, 
prejudgecHho issue of that conference by taking forcible action on 
Iheir own account. Both are, of course, ex-parle statements, upon 
the relative merits of which we do not fed ourselves called to pro¬ 
nounce ; but it must be noted that some Russian officials, including, 
it is stated, the Russian Minister at Teheran himself, appear to 
entertain misgivings as to the propriety of the Consul-General's 
action, and in any case the incident can hardly be considered of 
sufficient gravity in itself to explain fhe peremptory nature or the 
measures adopted by the Russian Government, at this juncture. 

I’hc fact is, we fcAr, that fur some time past the Persians have 
been playing, like children, with lire fn his ra ent speech I ord 
Curzon doubted whether European diplomacy had been altogether 
wile in its dealings with Persia The doubt docs not surprist us 
from the statesman who has been the severest mne in this country 
of the Angla-Russian understanding. Hut whatever may be vud for 
or against Russian policy in Persia the most elementary duty of 
Persian pat nuts was eart fully to abstain from giving Russia the 
slightest excu.se for intervention, to which they must have knuwn it 
would be absolutely impossible for them Lu offer any material 
resistance, Plus Peruana, unfortunately, have shown in this respect 
a deplorable lack of judgment and self-restraint. But allowances 
could be made for their utter ignorance and complete inexperience 
of political affairs , and on several oc elusions Russia showed he rv if not 
unwilling to make such allowances. The position was materially 
altered when Mr Shuster appeared on the si cue, and we fear that 
Persia will have to [wiy heavily for his unhappy cm css of /.cal The 
more fully lie had persuaded himself of die fundamental hostility of 
Russia to the maintenance ol Persian independent c the more 
scrupulously he, with his wider knowledge of the world, should have 
refrained from giving Russia cause for offence We have already 
dealt with the indictment of Russian, and incidentally of Hntish, 
policy which he drew up for publication in our own columns Some 
of the statement? u contained we bel eve to be wholly unfounded ; 
others to be grossly exaggerated, hut the greater their L»ulh the more 
disastrous was bound to be the effect of die provocation alfordrd by 
such a pronouncement to a Power bent upon die deliberate purpose 
which he attributed to Russian diplomacy As an American ati/rn 
especially he might well have asked himself what American feeling 
would have been had a European cftii uil u the service, say, nf 
Mexico or of some South Anicrufin Republic induted m Pie same 
hostile spirit the polw y of the United Stales 'I he mere fact that 
Mr. ShnstrT thought himself at liberty to trespoi? so far oiiihidc the 
domain of financial rcurgani/alioh, to which Ins fim< lioite were 
supposed to he (outinuri, may well lave suffneJ m mvcil his 
prosencu at Teheran in the eyes of the Russian Gov eminent with 
a signilicaucc which il would not othnwisi* have possessed, and any 
one with the slightest knowledge nf inU nutional pulitus could have 
foreseen the inevitable results. 

How utterly powerless the lulers of Peii.a arc to face tin>*. 
results is shown b) the ihaos which prevails in Teheran With 
Russian Hoops already on the march tn Kruvin, no reply nf any kind 
has yet been vouchsafed to the Rusvar Note Tie excuse gi\en f-jr 
this dangerous delay ts dial there is nu Ministr) to fiamc a reply, mid 
the MejHss apparently is tWermiivd that there 'hall l** no Ministry, 
as on Saturday night it again defeated an attempt to uiLrudiue 
a Cabinet •which was ready to negotiate with Russia W** do not see 
bow, ui these drcum#taures, the requect for British mediation urn be 
usefully entertained. We may irtgret that Russia has nor show 
more fivrbeaniiice, and we have no doubt that British mfliieni e at 
St. Petersburg will alwajs h'* vltvidd) evened in fuvom of 
moderate counsels, But that inPncnrL would be nulier xopirdi/cd 
than strengthened by * premature attempt to help the Ptmans uiH nf 
their present predu ament no ioiy as they show no mclinaUm* to IHp 
themselves hy at any rate cun*; i luting a regular Govern our. t, ilu.mqh 
which Russia >oukl Iks apprised. Nor is the C'mriiiujiiof vhu m 
Southern Persia in any way call nUtcil to encourage our uneven Hon. 
The rulers ol terau ccrUmly cannot ascribe to Kus>mn interference 
tlic chaotic londittua wluGi prevail^ m he southern pmviniea Ko* 
many months wc t framed fro«n taking an> action It protect British 
interests, however grievously they suffered horn the insecurity of every 
trade route, because we were assured by the Persian Government 
that the Nizam ex-Sulta«eh, who had just been sent down to Fare, 
would promptly restore order. VV* had a specimen of the sort of 
order he restored m the reign of terror whkh obtained at Shiraz when 
the Kavam-ul-Mulk, more fortunate than his brother, having escaped 
with his Me from the ambuslAtid for them by the Governor-General’s 
l&skfal allies, took sanctuary in the British Consulate. When the 
NiactoEfcs-Sultaneh had at last made hi* own position as Governor 
General absolutely untenable, and the lawlessness of Southern 
Persia necestfUted the despatch of Indian troops to strengthen our 
Consular Guards, the Persian Government once more assured ns 
that all was going to be well, as the Ni«n hat) been superseded and 
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a really strong Governor, Ala-ed-Dowleh, had been despatched to 
Shiraz. Ala-ed-Dowleh has in turn, we are now informed, resigned, 
and welter of anarchy continues unabated. Curiously enough, the 
reason given for hU resignation is that he recently caused five men 
of the Treasury gendarmerie to be beaten. I'hc Russians, apparently, 
are not the unly people in Persia to fall out with the new body raised 
under Mr. Shuster’s auspices The situation in Southern as well 
os in Northern Persia is undoubtedly very critical, and all our 
interests he in the direction or an early and peaceful solution of the 
crisis. 15 ut such a solution will certainly not be assisted by senti¬ 
mental expressions of sympathy for Persia which ignore the sterner 
realities. 

To the Editor of the 11 Times. ’ 

Sir, -The announcement made by your Sc Petersburg Corres¬ 
pondent that Russia has decided to despatch immediately from the 
Caucasus a fuilher force of 4,000 men, with artillery and machine- 
guns, into Persia foreshadows events of the utmost possible gravity. 
This fresh force will L.ing up the number of Russian troops in 
Persia to about 8,ooo, which practically amounts to a Russian occu¬ 
pation of Ncrtht m Persia This measure is being taken, not for 
the protection of the live* and property of Russian subjects, but 
avowedly (or the purpose ol overawing the Persian Government in 
connexion with a dispute over the collection of taxes on the property 
of a Persian subject m Persia. To those who are not acquainted 
with the past piocecdmgs of Russia in Persia su< ha measure taken 
on a pretext so trivial musi seem almost incredible 

What are the merits of Lhe dispute? Both sides have been 
heard it is alleged by Russia that insulting language has been 
used b> the Persian ’treasury gendarmes to Russian Consular 
officers who interfered with the gendarmes in the execution of their 
duty To this the Persian Guv eminent have replied that they are 
willing to institute a searching inquiry. Not satisfied with th a, 
Russia has not only demanded an instant apology, but the with¬ 
drawal ol die 11 Cttsury gendarmes from the property on the ground 
that its owner, the brother of the ex-Sh^di, owes money to Russian 
subjects, in reply, the Person Government have staled their reach- 
ness to lecugn'zu un> claims by Russian subjects upon die properly f 
of the debtor r l o remove die gendarmes sent to collect the taxes 
dtie by the debtor Lo the Government would constitute abdication 
by the Persian Government ut it-, sovereign rights. How can any 
Government be expteted to it tain the respect of its subjects, stili 
less to maintain or restore order, alter yielding to a demand of this 
naLuie? ’[lius, having tailed to satisly Russia, the Regent and the 
Cai u.i-t have resigned and the Russian troops are marching into 
Persia 

Our Kurt ign Secretary, in .insurer to a question on this subject 
states that oui Government are not concerned in Lhe particular 
question that has given rise to the dispute But surely il is deeply 
concerned in the maintenance by Persia of her sovereign rights, and 
this exactly is the question at issue, h is not the first time that 
1 his question ias been nosed by (lie ft* non of Russia It had 
already been niiscd m numerous rases which our Foreign Office 
have flFeiled to regard as no concern of iheus. We neea only 
instance the icceiit case ol the arrest at Bandar * iez of the local 
Persian official entrusted with the custody of the fiontier and of 
oilier Persian subjects, and also ihc casc of the lorcihie Tclease by 
a body *A about 300 Russian soldiers of the former Persian Governor 
of Ardabil. RuAud-ul-Mulk, imprisoned on a charge of high reason 
by the Persian Government. Sir Kdward Grey stated the other Jay 
m connexion wirn the latter case that (he British Government had 
intervened m a similar way in the case of the present Regent, when- 
he was a prisoner in 1907. But the circumstances were qbvioiurly 
not the same. Nast-el-Mulk, the present RtgfiW, was in imminent 
danger of his life, without any legal trial or sentence; the British 
Government asked for a stay of execution on ihe ground that he wa£ 
the possessor uf a British Order, and we belike that the RiraUm 
Government made similar representation?. There wa* no forcible 
release. In the case of Rashid cl Mulk, the Russian Legation inti¬ 
mated to the Feisian Government that, as he was the po&essor uf 
a Russian Order, he should be kept in honourable coofiiiemcnt This 
the Persian Government agreed to do but to no avail. 

Hut Russian challenge of Persian sovereignty U by hq tocaak 
confhvd to cases such as these. She denies Persia &p right Of choke 
ot foreign experts tor the reorganizatioh of her adminiatrative depart¬ 
ments. We must refrain from again travelling aver the ground of 
the regrettable Stokes incident We will only toy that here aga&i 
the answer given to the House of C<«nmona#by Sir Edward Grey 
seems to us to be misleading. It is plausible to aeaeti that yriat 
Britain might object to the employment of Tin wan stpertsb the 
districts odjoising the British frontier. But th« “ diffrictS adkrinmg 
the Russian frontier,” according to the terms or the Aiigk»-Mae*j*n • 
Convention, include district* nundreds qf miles ajtej wgi tte , 
Russian frontier; they include the pteseotjOa«t*J fttHA egd *e 
abetent capital Jsfidian.' Jf OU* Fofeipi, Olfe tip 
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principle that no British subject is to be employed in Persia as 
* foreign expert throughout a region so extensive as this there is plainly 
an end to Persian sovereignty. 

It must surely ^e obvious to any unprejudiced person that recent 
Russian action in Persia, jn which we appear to have acquiesced, is 
directed against the foreign experts, whom, after immense difficulties 
placed in her way by Russia, Persia has called to her assistance in 
accomplishing the work of her regeneration. Tha..momenl Persia 
makes a serious effort to put her own house in order Russian troops 
march in at the door. The time has surely come when the British 
nation, irrespective of party, must protest against this monstrous 
behaviour. Not only are the vital interests oi the British Empire 
involved by Ihe menace of a long land frontier with Russia, 
should Persia be absorbed, but our honour is clearly at stake. By 
the Anglo-Russiau Convention we agreed to maintain the inde¬ 
pendence and integrity of Fersia, and on 4th September 1907, we 
informed the Persian Government, through our Minister, Sir C 
Spring-Rice, that both our Foreign Minister and the Russian 
Foreign Minister were completely in accord on two fundamental 
points. Firstly, neither Great Britain nor Russia would interfere in 
the affairs of Persia unless injury were inflicted on the persons or 
property of their subjects ; and, serondly, negotiations arising out or 
the Anglo-Russian Convention must not violate the integrity and 
independence of Persia. It was added — 

“ Neither uf the two Powers seek anything from Persia, so that 
Persia can concentrate all her energies on the settlement of her internal 
affairs. This Convention between the two European Foweis which 
have the greatest interests in Persia, based os it is on a guarantee ot 
her independence and integrity, can only serve to further and promote 
Persian interests, for henceforth Persia, aided and assisted by these 
two powerful neighbouring States, can employ 9 all her powers in 
internal reforms. 1 ' 

Never was pledge more clearly given It is high time that our 
Government shall no longer acquiesce in its open violation. 

Vours respectfully, 

L G Brownk 
Ai an Burcoynk 
H. F B. Lynch. 

Philip Morrllj. 
James O'Craov. 
Arthur Ponsonhy 
J Rolleston 

The Persian Committee, House ol Commons, 20th November 


The " Near East." 

Events during the past week Ime been following each other 
with 'jeh breathless liable in Persia that it is as though wr were 
already standing on the brink ot a change m that country’s status— 
a change which, it countenanced by us, may lead to a partition of 
the country. Despite, however the attempts rnadq in the House 
arid elsewhere 10 induce the Cabinet In explain ib atutudw in 
connection with the Russian ultimatum, the Foreign Office indulges 
in ttvanive replies and the Anglo-Russian Agreement—a document 
the elasticity of which has so far proveu most advantageous to 
Russian interests-*- is quoted and referred to in support of our policy 
A time there was when we would have insisted on compliance not 
only with the letter, but with the spirit of a convention which insured 
the integrity of the Persian Empire Those days are gone, and we 
have Mr. Shuster’s letters to the Times as documentary evidence in 
support of the contention that the British Government has not only 
been unable to restrain Russia’s ambition in the North of Persia, 
but has not seen its way to assist him as he would have desired and 
might have expected. Doubtless Lord Curzon was sincere when, at 
tile dinner of the Persian Society, he gave it as his opinion that the 
British Government's one interest in Persia was to “ establish a firm 
and respected Government. 11 Hut of what practical value are such 
utterance* when they do nqt tally with facts, and when it can be 
shown that the AngloRussian Agreement is used as a weapon for 
the disintegration of the Persian Empire ? 

Unfortunately, so far as this Agreement/ or more particularly 
that clause dealing with die integrity of the Persian Empire, is con¬ 


cerned, matters have come to an impasse. The Russian ultimatum 
connotes a possible occupation of certain of the Northern Provinces. 
This does not seem to cause the Foreign Office any particular qualms, 
however, for, in the words of Sir Edward Grey, “His Majesty's 
Government have no direct concern with the particular incident 
(Prince Shua-es-Sultaneh) that has given rise to the dispute,” though 
they “ would deeply regret any serious rupture of relations between 
Russia and Persia.” We should like to point out that regTets alone 
cannot mend matters as they now stand, and that unless a firm 
attitude is taken by the British Government, the imponderable weight 
of the Russian giant will suffocate a land whose integrity has been 
guaranteed by us. We can regret the Mohammed Ah incident and 
the light it threw on Russian pretensions; we can regret the studied 
and cynical opposition of Russia to Mr. Shuster's reforms ; we can 
even regret that Mr Shuster himself should have been lacking in 
diplomatic tact to such an extent as to wound Russia by appointing 
British subjects as tax collectors in the northern sphere of influence— 
all this we enn regret, and many dubious circumstances that have 
happened in the name of the Anglo-Russian Agreement within the 
past three years, hut we must do more than simply regret the 
ultimatum which carries with it either the resignation of the Treasurer- 
General or the dismemberment of the Persian Empire Our sincerity, 
at least, in signing the Anglo-Russian Agreement cannot be questioned, 
and consequently we cannot be a party to Ihe disintegration of Persia 
nor aid and abet those whose policy it is and has been to prevent the 
regeneration of the ShAh’s dominions 

It must not be supposed, on the other hand, that the impasse to 
which we have alluded is wholly due to Russian aggressiveness 
acquiesced m by British diplomacy Nor do we consider that Mr. 
Shuster is entirely free from blame. Whatever the reasons—and we 
understand that they were of a technical nature—which led him to 
appoint Major Stokes and Mr. LeCoffre to important posts in 
Northern Persia, Mr Shuster might have known, if he had had any 
knowledge of Oriental diplomacy, that by doing so he would create 
difficulties of inLemationAl significance Under the circumstances, 
and considering that the task before him was already burdened with 
many and serious obstacles, he ought to have advanced with caution 
instead of unwisely building up hostile sentiments in his entourage. 
There is a great difference, however, between calmly pointing out tne 
inconvenience of a proposed appointment on the one hand, and 
going, on the other, to the extreme, of regarding Mr. Shuster as an 
adventurer—lo quoin from the JVovm Vremya —and opposing by all 
manner of means his fiscal reforms. Nevertheless, it was the latter 
course which appealed most directly to the authorities in St. Petersburg, 
and which, strange to say, seems to have been condoned by Downing 
Street. 

Apart from the above considerations, however, Persia herself 
must to a very great extent bear the blame for what has happened to 
her The Shah’s subjects have always been too ready to ascribe 
their failures to Russian and British intrigues. Wc are impatient of 
this point of view, Ibi, though in a sense correct, it can by no means 
account for the chaos and disunion which exists throughout the 
country Personal ambitions, disloyalty to their best men, corruption, 
and venality arc largely responsible for the present slate of affairs, 
and the Persian is, after all, his own worst enemy Nevertheless, we 
do not doubt that, as pointed out by Lord Curron, a new Bpirit is 
slowly arising which would make a return, after the events of recent 
yeAis, to the regime of Nasr ed-Din Shah a sheer impossibility, and 
which, given time, would in all probability have led tu better 
prevailing conditions, especially if we had been os patient awaiting 
the remits of the country's evolution towards Constitutionalism 
as we were sincere when guaranteeing its territorial integrity. 
To-day, however, a change seems to have come over our policy; 
we are apparently ri la remurque of Russia, and at this stage 
of Persian history appear to have lost the influence which the terms 
of .the AngloRussian Agreement gave us for contra 1 ling the actions of 
the co-signaLory of that document. Sir Edward Grey trusts that on 
opportunity for an important statement an the Persian question will 
be available “ later on " In the meantime, what will have happened ? 
It looks os though Russia’s ultimatum will have had its desired effect, 
and that before the statement is made we shall be face to face with a 
jait accompli For, from whatever poinl of view we regard it, the 
confiscation of Prince bhua-es-Sultaneh’s property by the Persian 
Government was merely a pretext—not a wnit more justifiable than 
Italy's pretext for a descent on Tripoli—for Russia to forward her 
ultimatum and to demand the removal from office of the Treasurer- 
General, thereby arresting the economic regeneration of the country 
and leading up to the occupation of the Northern Provinces. Great 
Britain, whose “one interest is the establishment of a firm and 
respected Government,” is presumably to second Russia; in all 
other respects she is to remain a passive spectator, filled with the 
pious hope that nothing untoward will come to pass. We cannot 
agree with any such point of view; we refuse to believe that by 
allowing Russia a free hand in the north we are advancing either 
the'inte rests of the British Empire or those of the Persian 
nation. 
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The solemn rile of Stale, in which His Imperial Majesty, George V., 
Emperor of India, was the central figure, was 
The Durbar. gone through on the lath December with 

impressive ceremonial on the historic ground 
of Delhi. The event, in every sense unique, lias added a brilliant 
chapter to the vast and vanegated annals of this ancient country. It 
has set the seal to a great imperial purpose A festival of such 
solemnity and splendour could not have been more fittingly cele¬ 
brated. British Rule in India, looked at from any point of view, 
is a wise dispensation of Providence. The task of raising a Fallen 
people and inspiring them with new hope and courage to solve the 
problems of their destiny in the light of modern wisdom and ex¬ 
perience has been, on the whole, ungrudgingly performed. The 
gracious appearance of the Sovereign in our midst has as much 
emphasised the imperial responsibility of England as it has evoked 
genuine and whole-hearted gratitude in this country for her bene¬ 
ficent mi Maion. The brilliant functions connected with the King- 
Emperor'B visit at Delhi were superb in their brilliance in the 
rich historic* setting, and will live as a distinct landmark in the nuiv- 
ing dram a of Delhi. It is not, however, their splendour that 
matters, but their inward solemnity and meaning The homage of 
the people and princes of India rendered to a sovereign who stands 
for all that is righteous and just and fruitful in England's Imperial 
task, has brought India and England togetKr in consnuus union 
of hearts and purpose. The bodily presence of the Eriperor, 
addressing to his people jn India his solemn greetings and bidding 
them to be of good cheer for the future has set the crown on a 
umty of ideal and endeavour. 


Th* situation in Persia has not yet emerged out of ihe recent runs. 

Evidently a severe diplomatic wrestle is going 
on behind Lhe scenes, the Russian troops 
have crossed into Persian territory, and n 
would seem as if Russia is bent 011 enforcing her demands on 
paivt of occupation. The British Government has informed thf 
Ruftlian Foreign Office that they could not irndei any Lircunutance* 
recognise the ex-Shah. They had also remonstrated against the 
Russian demands (or monetary cooip^imnoic though the re nuiuv 
trance seems to have been withdrawn. We still await with much 
concern to know definitely ami ur.t'qun ouijl) that Great Britain is rot 
wholly indifferent to her responsibility in the matter, Lord Mortey, 
replying to Lord Curaon m a recent debate in the House of Lards, 
entered into a long mid elaborate defence of the Anglo-RusMan Con¬ 
vention. “ It was the military jiarty in St. Fetersbuig which always 
held that without the Convention Russia would be in Tohiran to-day," 
said Htt Lordship. VVt may accept this statement w ithout demur. 
But will the Convention keep Russia out of Teheiiui ? I bis is the 
question of questions. Even a superficial acquaintance with the 
spirit and methods of Russian diplomacy id Persia would lead one 
to infer that the Agreement has conferred a sort of legality and 
right on Russian designs which, without it, would have at least had 
to be justified 10 the wodd. Whether the Convention would prove a 
blasting for Felt* or a curse, it has certainly secured Russia from 
interference or remonstrance at the hands of England. Lord Curaon, 
in thapdtfrSIqf his profoundly wise, admirable, and statesmanlike 
uliuilgjil mliiArt thr Persian nul was the least desirable part of 
the l£talq*RW*taa Ccmvention, 14 which was a one-sided bargain, 
and actually accelerated Persia's decline.” An understanding between 
two Great Powers in respect of a third, enjoying fell sorereign rights 
and indeptftdent existence, which is baaed on a division of its 
territories into " spheres of influence," is bound to degenerate into an 
instrument of pure coercion. The faroe is completed when this 


instrument is referred to as conarituriM a legal force of unalterable 
sanctity in diplomatic relations* 41 The Russian proceedings Weed 
peremptory and precipitate towards a weak and feetpte* Fewer,* 
said Lord Curaon, and they were “peremptory a nd pre riptate” 
because Russia construed the Convention as confesnng on her 
a legal right of interference in Persian affairs. All understandings 
about a third Power without that Powers consent turn out, ^ in 
the end, to be understandings about the diviaions of its territories 
Force creates legal right, which, in its turn, is solemnly invoked for 
new territorial acquisitions. Yet Lord Morley has, through his own 
inscrutable wisdom, discovered that the 41 evils had not arisen from the 
Convention, nor from the action of Russia, but from the introduction 
of a Constitution, 11 upon the difficulties of which he “expatiated." 
It is a sad irony of polincal topsyturvydom that the most temperate 
and philosophic exponent of Democracy should turn into Russia’s 
apologist All new experiments, particularly in politics, have their 
evils. No one can lightly ignore their effects But it is one thing 
to have to face troubles and even stumble into grave errors of judg¬ 
ment while battling against obscurantist and reactionary forces, arid 
quite another to be grovelling amid the cruelly and chaos of an effete 
politi cal system Persia is devoted and earnest in her desire to raise 
herself to a plane of reformed and well-ordered political existence. 
She has all the spirit, faith, and hope that come from a great and 
noble purpose; and she is learning the requisite methods by slow 
degrees. 1 Joes it commend itself to a great Liberal statesman that she 
should be threatened with death in the travail of her new birth ? It 
was reserved for lord Curaon to voice the true imperial responsibility 
as well as true British Liberalism, when he said that 11 he would like 
to sec Britain hold out an occasional umbrella against hailstones in 
the shape of ultimatums at 48 hours' notice which rained on 
the Muhammadan States" Independent opinion in England 
os well as in this country has expressed itself unmistakeably 
against the Russian ^schemes of aggression and the passive attitude 
of the Imperial Government. Strong protests have come from 
well-informed and powerful commercial circles in England against 
the inaction of Sir Edward Grey. At a iccent meeting of the 
Karachi Branch of the British Empire League held under the 
presidency of the (’ummissioner in Sind) Mr. Bernard Temple 
delivered a very luminous and powerful lecture on “The Future of 
Persia " lie treated the whole question in a broad, sympathetic and 
eloquent manner and put in a strong plea for the preservation of 
Persia's liberty. We cam.ot help quoting^ a passage from his 
admirable exposition of the subject. Said Mr Temple — In the case 
of Persia the conventions of diplomacy preserve for polite display the 
comfortable hy pothesis that the independence of Persia is guaranteed. 
Both Russia and England indeed are solemnly pledged thereto. 
But Russia and England gave the pledge not to Persia but to 
each other, and each therefore would doubtless consider itself 
hound only hy the other's scrupulosity, which is not at present ex¬ 
acting If then we may venture to brush aside ihu verbal figments 
of diplomatic protestaron, we shall be constrained to admit in the 
light of recent linelligeute that the future of Persia is perilously 
overcast If, socner or later, the dark cloud burst and should 
destroy for all time Persian independence, reducing the once glorious 
empire of Cyrus to the p tatus of a Central Asian khanate, 1 
for one should deeply deplore the calamity I should deplore it 
because I believe that Persia for her twn sake ami tor the sake ol her 
still considerable potentialities is eminently worth preserving. I 
should deplore it because the downfall ‘of Persia might herald the 
political downlall of Islam, with all that such an overthrow might 
involve. 1 should deplore it because, while Persia has given to 
the world many intellectual, philosophical, political, and religious 
treasures, the TowLr which would crush Persia has contributed no¬ 
thing to civilisation but a hard record of implacable force. And if 
our present view be narrowed from the universal to the national, 
I should, ns an Englishman, deplore the overthrow and dismember¬ 
ment of Persia, because I believe that British complaisance Qwrmn, 
far from averting lhat international collision which we all ngfatig 
seek to slave off, would tend to precipitate it under condition* fete 
favourable nof only in Persia, but also in India 10 ourselves. And 
lastly, as one interested in the great commercial movements of 
Indio, and particularly of Sind, I filiould deplore the advance of tite 
Russian wall of trade pronibioon from Teheran and Meshed/whenew 
already Indian and English merchandise has been shut out, in. 
Shiraz and Kerman, and possibly to the very shores of the PfrsSan 
Gulf. 


Th* Viceroy's announcement of “ the grants, concessions, reliefs 
and benefactions which Hfe Imperial Majesty 
Tke Royal Bow- has been gwdwaly plowed to bvto* upon 
ihrt glorious and memorable Occasuxi has 
at last set at Kft the wild speculation that has been rife in thta 
country about the Royal Boons- They o*w a 
bo to benefit various classes of people. The anffy and sttbordmote 
public services, the titleboldrrs, persons who 
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toiijpHHioui public service, criminals ami debtors in prison, have 
alike benefited by Royal clemency and favour. But the 41 benefaction " 
which will be hailed throughout the country with special joy 
and gratitude is the grant of fifty lakhs for “ the promotion of 
truly popular education." The Viceroy added that, “ it is the firm 
intention of Govemmegt to add to the grant now announced further 
giants in future years on a generous scale ” This announcement is 
most gratifying and we are sure the Government will faithfully carry 
out their pledge and henceforth strenuously endeavour to diffuse the 
blesbngs of popular education till not a single person is left illiterate 
in the country. The universal diffusion of mas* education will 
be a living monument to the greatness and beneficence of British 
Rule The unique event of the Imperial Visit could not be more 
fittingly commemorated than by the assumotion by the Indian 
Govmuncnt, in an earnest and generous spirit, of the duty of educating 
the masses We hope Mr. Gokhale’s Bill now before the Imperial 
Legislative Council # wiil be passed into law. It embodiesa measure of 
supreme public importance and it should bo recognised by the 
legislature and the State. The principle of compulsion, even 
though premature under the circumstances for universal application, 
should be given a trial in carefully selected areas, and lot the ultimate 
good of the country, should receive legislative sanction. 
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Thk lmponal announcement relative to the iransler ol the seal oi the 
Indian Government irom Calcutta to Delhi 
The Ingienal Capital ha<* created immense sensation throughout the 
country The correspondence between the 
Indian Government and the Secretary of State regarding the matter 
had begun in August, but so strict has been the secrecy maintained 
chat probably not more than a dozen prisons ffhght have known of 
the change before it was announced Excepting in Bengal where 
it touches certain vested interests too closel), the transfer of the 
Government u*at to Delhi has been received with considerable 
satisfaction in every other part of the country Delhi so long 
w ear ing widow's weeds, as it were, after the departure of the l-ast of 
the Moghals, has come at last by her own. Without pretending to 
rival in wealth or commercial importance some of the new Indian 
cities which hate grown into great centres of modem *rade and 
industry, Delhi is still the heart of Hindustan Her past glory and 
might have woven a spell over the hearts and imaginations of the 
Indian people which has survived the shock of empires and various 
viriesrtudea in her fortunes. Calcutta had made 11 possible fm the 
Bengali to loom beyond all proportions in all Indian affairs, and it 
is no fault of the Indian Govern men t if it viewed public questions 
affecting the whob of the country sometimes in af.LsIe perspective and 
consequently blundered. I11 Delhi, while perpetuating a great Im- 
peiill tradition and finding an appropriate capital for a great Empire, 
the Government will find the necessary detachment for the impartial 
conduct of Indian affairs. The Anglo-Indian Press in Calcutta is up 
in arms against the change The non-ofticial community in tins city is as 
a class very powerful ana th** Anglo Indian Tress is ever ready to dance 
to its tune Besides some of these contemporaries of ours stand to lose 
•rftme of the prestige and importance which they have liuherto enjoy 
ed under the wmgs of the Indian Government. Their chagrin and 
disappointment can, therefore, readily be understood. But what Are 
cannot understand is the vehement e with which a few of then 
delivered themselves against ihe Viceroy The Statesmen is, in 
particular, disconsolate and has imperiously demanded that Ix)rd 
Hardinge should at once resign his office and leave the country 
The Indian Government have no doubt effected thp whole iransacuon 
in secret and spring it on an unsuspecting public In fact, they have 
not only ignored} but ffoutod the right of free discussion m public 
affairs * Yet an cjfh^Htion of impotent rage and thhn^cr is rather amus 
ing Our contemporary, it seems, is sadly lacking in die saving s>wise of 
proportion. To suppose that the Government of India exists simply 
to furnish an imperial background to the journalistic exploits of the 
Statesman is Ludicrous. The change in the Indian capital was, 
perhaps, long overdue, if for no other reason, 10 cure some of the 
Galcutta'journals of their overweening self-importance and vanity. 



Mu. Osman Jamall, a Wealthy Khoja gentleman and merchant of 
Calcutta, has undertaken to budd a sana- 
A Smutfonsm (or the toriuin at Deolali at the cost of Rs 60,000 
Kta**' for the benefit of the invalids of bus com¬ 

munity. The building is to consist of nine 
blpcks, each containing a suite of rooms to accommodate one family. 
r pns charitable undertaking is very creditable to Mr. Osman Jamal 
and wiH he much appreciated by the members oi the Khoja com¬ 
munity for whose exclusive benefit it is intended. We cannot 
help dunking that free gifts like this sbould/not be too rigidly 
exclusive and would gain enormously in efljcacy and grace if they 
tie more in consonance with the spirit of Ipcneficence from which 
they proceed. However, an act df charjfy, even though hedged 


round with stipulations, is still a noble act, and wealthy donors 
like Mr. Osmal Jamall are entitled to public gratitude. 


Mr Allan Wilkie and his company's performances at the 
Grand Opera House have been given with 
“Julius GtfSsar" sustained zest and versatility of talent since 
their return from 1 bnef sojourn in Bombay. 
In the delineation of Shakespeare's characters Mr Wilkie has achieved 
distinction and appreciative audiences have followed hus artistic 
achievements evtry time that a Shakespearean play has been staged. 
We had occasion to see the other day his ‘'production " of lf Julius 
Caesar," and ii was a pleasure to find with what industry, insight 
and vigour the overpowering tragic effect of the great historic theme 
was seized and brought out in notion 14 Julius Caesar " is not a series 
ol incidents grouped round an individual's fortune*. It is the 
drama of a vast and varied empire, in a supreme crisis of its fate, 
in the throes of a new political birth and laboriously groping its way, 
ihrough social anarch), political corruption, orgies of greed, licentious¬ 
ness and hideous carnage, to a fresh and better synthesis Caesar 
had grasped the essential elements of the great problem, and had 
brought his wonderful intellectual resources, his superhuman energy 
and his unbending resolution to bear on the tremendous task. 
He gazed far into the future and wanted to recast the ancient system 
of a City-Stale in .in ampler mould, well-suited to the needs, variety 
and extent of the Empire. Absolutism was the only remedy that 
could save a decaying system from disintegration. Roman traditions 
and mstincLs, however, abhorred everything that might even remotely 
suggest kingship und absolutism, though the fibre of the ancient race 
of tree and sturdy Romans had deeajed under luxury and political 
corruption. It wa*», however, the form that mattered to the 
intensely conservative Roman mind, and Caesar's bold efforts at 
new experiments, his vast personal power and prestige, raised a 
hosL ol enemies who developed the war-cry of 11 liberty” and 
milled in defence ol Republican institutions Brutus, the choice 
and master spirit ol tin *gc, a fine type of the independent, 
democratic Roman citizen, untainted and free from corruption, 
though narrow and rigid in intellectual outlook, became the 
storm-centre of revolt 'The conspiracy triumphs, but the spirit 
of the murdered Crcsar sits like Colossus athwart the destiny of 
the Empire and shapes it finally to the ideals for which lie stood. 
All thest points Wv j re brought out with telling dramatic effect. 
Mr. Wilkie*? rendering of 41 Antony 11 was delightful, especially 
his famous “speeches'' which he “wielded” with consummate art 
111 handling the Roman mob 11 Brutus ” was all that could bo 
desired and the transparent dignity of his character was through¬ 
out sustained with ease and skill 14 Cassius ” might well have 
been less agitated and vehemcn. 1 . 'The various play of motive, 
the pas*ion for intrigue and manipulation, the genius for clevornesa 
and wise discourse that constitute 11 Cassius's ” character could 
be treated with mure insight and sympathy Miss Watts' “ Portia H 
was perfect-—a delightful apparition, tender, sad, musing, shrinking 
in terror from the presentiment of some awful catastrophe which 
begins to haunL her delicate and sensitive mind. Altogether the 
performance was a success well worthy of the reputation of Mr. 
Wilkie and his l 'cuupany 


Messrs. Lanc, and Holioway\ London Company have been for 
some days past entertaining Calcutta audiences 
" The Puling of with a varied programme at the Empjre Theatre, 
the Third Hour Mr Matheson Jang has, by his fine dramatic 

Back " talent, made a powerful mark on the Loudon 

stage His fame, especially in the interpretation 
of Shakespearean c hameters, had preceded him to India, and now 
that he is m our midst, the Calcutta public, both European and 
Indian, has flocked to his performances every night with eager 
enthusiasm We have nut seen his production of 44 Hamlet," though 
his correspondence on the subject, which appeared in some of the 
local journals, gave us a learned and lucid exposition of hu concep¬ 
tion nf the character of the Prince of Denmark ano his great tragedy. 
However, we hope to be able to give ample treatment to the 
subject when Mr. Ung repeats his performance, which has already 
evoked unbounded interest and admiration amongst the Calcutta 
playgoers His production of 41 The Passing of the Third Floor 
Back " un Thursday night was & perfect piece of art. Mr. Jerome’s 
famous play aims at a serious social purpose under a light comic garb. 
Without being didactic or emphatic with a 44 moral 11 tag behind it, 
it reveals a vast hell of social misery, bom of sordid surroundings and 
petty selfishnesses, and how a miracle is wrought by the simple 
passage of a pure, kindly, unselfish so\ across a life cf ungodliness 
and die whole atmosphere is redeemed with beauty and joy. 
Mr. Matheson Lang represented the kindly “soul" to whose 
mystic wand the chaos of greed and misery yields. He played hi s 
part to perfection, and so did Miss Hutlin Britton, whose rendering of 
the “Slavey" could hardly be improved upon The whole piece 
was performed with delightful art and finish, and the curtain was 
wrung down to a spell-bound audience. 
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The Announcement 


Whkn His Majesty the King-Emperor declared his intention of 
announcing in person to his loving Indian subjects the event of his 
Coronation this year, it was felt throughout this tonntry that a moment¬ 
ous action had been decided upon and it pas difficult to exaggerate 
its sagacity and significance Those who wtfie privileged to witness the 
magnificent ceremony of the imperial Durbar on the 12th December 
were so deeply impressed with it that, far from the least tinge of dis¬ 
appointment being detected, which is not an unusuAl experience of 
humanity in relation to events and sights long and lovingly anticipa¬ 
ted, the actual ceremony surpassed in us grandeur, variety and 
impressiveness all the expectations of the beholders Hut little did 
those who beheld so unique a sight know how momentous was the 
occasion in reality, till they read the final announcement of His 
Majesty, copies of which were distributed only after the king and 
Queen had left the amphitheatre It was then and then only that 
the tremendous changes, which were proposed by the (lovcrnmenl 
of India nearly four months Ago and sanctioned by the Set retary 
ol State on the 1st of Nmembei, and the secret of which had 
been guarded so remarkably well that not even the Loutl Gu\em 
ments were aware of them before the actual announcement, became 
known to the assembled multitudes Once out, Liu news travelled 
like wildfire and, while it occasioned both joy and sadness, the most 
predominant effect was the shock of surprise An edict of the 
Emperor of China could not ha\e been more sudden, a ukase 
of the Czar of all the Russios could not have been more despotic 
Apart from the merits of the scheme, it may saMy be said that 
the greatest or playwrights would envy the Government its artistic 
perception of dramatic effect it is one of the disadvantages of 
constitutional government that the Audience, who heard the moment¬ 
ous announcement, cannot for u time at Icasi know how lui the Imperial 
personage who uttered the words approved of their full significance 
But we cannot conceive that thp central figure of any pageant, 
no matter how glorious or full of serious import, could have desired 
to have a more portentous message delivered through linn in a 
larger number of people than the one which His Majesty's advisers 
announced through him. Bui when all this is said, we have still 
to consider whether the message did nut surpass in dramatic effect 
the solemn significance of the original purpose for which the augusl 
messenger had undertaken so long and arduous a journey. Tor our 
port we are constrained to say and we say it with immense regret 
that the announcement has killed the Durbar. Whether at the 
inception on the same Lve-.ing, the gurdui party on the Pillowing 
afternoon, the review on the 14th, or, lutcr, 41 the investiture, the 
general topic of conversation was not what was going on, 
but what had gone before. We cannot believe that this could 
have been intended, and yet we cannot conceive tint the nine patriot 
kings, who have thus dramatically settled the destinies of millions with 
an impressive and imperial disregard of the existence ot the rest 
of the world, could have failed in contemplate the effect ol their 
choice of time and place. The position of A constitutional monarch 
is perhaps the most difficult that our modern political philosophx 
lias Created. The duties of such a king are enough in lax the 
powers of any man to the full, but for ine effu u-nt performance of 
those onerous duties it is.ueccssary that every word and net ol the 
king's advisers should ityld to rather than militate against die dignity 
that should surround the king like an ewhly ha'o. In our humble 
judgment, while the Government ha* nol added to its own dignity 
by thus seeking shelter behind the Imperial 1 olios, u has been 
guilty of doing damage to the dignity of the Mun*r< h Whatever n 
may be elsewhere, m India the offence is unpardonable But after 
all it shows how little ihe West understand* the East even to-day 

As regards the importance of the scheme (here cxn hardly 
be two opinions. Hie Government of hidm regard it as “ one 
of the most weight} decisions ever taken since the establishment 
of British Rule in India ” But when we come to consider the 
manner in which such a “ weighty decision ” has been arrived at, 
we stand amazed at the audacity of the whole enterprise. There 
is too prelenrc oi consulting public opinion, there is no reference 
to die assistance given by focal Governments, to whose opinions 
to much deference is seemingly paid when the Government of 
India have made up ihdr own mind 10 pass or reject a measure and 
the outlying provinces say Amen. When the question of giving 
Council Government to the .United Provinces, which were then 
the second hugest and are ftiow the largest administrative unit, 
come Up for diucu&rion early this year in the Viceroy's Legislative 
Council, all debate was hushed because forsooth a masterful 
Lieutenant-Governor preferred his own unaided judgment to 
the opinion of the rest of mankind. Yet now the Capital of 
Indih i* transferred to a distance of a thousand miles after a 
cents*} Ml * half, two provinces are united, two others 


arc cut tip bo form another local Government and a local Ad* 
m inistration, a Lieutenant-Governorship is converted into a 
Governorship, a new province is given Council Government 
while the destinies of much older provinces are still in the hands of 
single individuals, and a smaller unit, which had beep given represen¬ 
tation in a Legislative Council, is wholly disfranchised And the 
local Government so deeply affected knew no* more of these tremen¬ 
dous and far-reaching changes than did the scarlet runners of the 
Supreme Government. It mokes one doubt whether we are living 
in the twentieth century under the aegis of the British Democracy 
or in the fourteenth under erratic Tughlak If, in the words of the 
Earl of Crewe, this does not satisfy the historical sense of millions, 
we do not know what else would do. It will be said and it is being 
said unofficially that the discussion of "so abrupt a departure from 
the traditions of British Government and so complete a dislocation of 
official habits" would have caused aidless agitation, but this is 
nothing else but a repetition of our grievance If discussions And 
agitations are incongruous when changes of sifcb great pitn and 
moment are contemplated, we ore asked to believe that the only 
subjects which the country can be trusted to discuss arc wells and 
drains and smoky municipal lamps. The Government of 
India have in this instance nut only choked public opinion 
for which 111 fact 1 hey have never had any superstitious rexpect, 
but have also strangled local Governments. And yet wc do not 
know but that there 1 may be a resurret lion of the satrapies 
that are both dead .md damned today, when at the touch 
of the new Messiah they may rise from their graves to kill Mr. 
Gokhalc’s Bill We can well picture Sir Spencer Harcourt Butler 
standing up in the Legislative Council to quote reams of reports 
from local Governments as a counterblast to the unanimous opinion 
of the country in favour of the Bill and suavely give it the quietus, 
after blessing it with almost convincing fervour. 

As regards the 'merits of these measures, ii would not have 
been possible to express an opinion so early, if they had really 
lieen as novel as they have been sudden in their reappearance. 
Hut, whatever else may be said for the Government of India, they 
cannot he complimented on the originality of their united judgment. 
There is hardly any aspect of the Partition question which has nc 1 
been considered at one time or another , and the idea or the transfer 
of the Metropolis to Delhi is, in more senses than one, as old as the 
hilly We cannot hope to exhaust the discussion of the menu in 
a single article, and we do not know if any useful purpose could now be 
served by such a discussion. It is not arguments evidently that 
curry weight with the Government of India, but agitation, indicat 
mg *■ bitterness of feeling, " and that too only if it 1* " very wide¬ 
spread and unyielding" If, however, the gods on Olympus can 
receive or need any consolation from the support of mere men, 
wi* may assure thim tliat, irrespective of the time, place 
.md procedure* preferred by the Government of Indio, and laifn 
each by itseff .u wholly unconnected schemes, we are ourselves 
in favour of both the schemts We have already mdirated our 
disapproval of the place and the procedure selected by the 
Government. As regards time, the partition in the form now 

approved was d ie in 1905, and the transfer of the Capital was 
needed in 1857. Half a century was allowed to lapse before so 
obvious h change as the latter was utr last effected, and the vrxttd 
interests thut grow up in hall a century cannot be brushed aside 
so lightly as this cavalier Government has done in it* remarkable 
desiiatrh Considerations of space compel us to follow ita example 
ind say no more on the subject of these interests. But guilty 
os we shall appear of a somewhat unseemly tnvolit} in discussu^ 
so serious a quest on, we CAnnot help wondering what will become 
of that fateful enterprise of laird Curzon, the Victoria Memorial. 
It will hardly fulfil its original purpose in Calcutta when Delhi 
again becomes the Capital of the Empire. Presuming of course 
that there are no engineering difficulties in the wfty of its cfotion, 
it could nut bodily be carried to Delhi. Shall it then be left to 
ns fate with the confident expectation that the temporising Timer 
of london would wme another ponderous leader to prove lint the 
chief objects towards which Lord Curzoris masterful energy was 
directed in this instance "had been fully safeguarded" ? fo revert 
to the mAtn question, we may conclude that in view of the many 
conveniences of Delhi and specially its vicinity to Simla, we arc dis¬ 
posed to welcome the transfer of the Metropolis. Thanks to 
jute and tea and the existence of a tidal river, Calcutta cannot 
suffer much in importance os a whole, though the unfortunate rich, 
recently labelled as the “ pampered vampires," namely, the land¬ 
lords, who have been hustled a good deal by the recent Improve¬ 
ment Trust Act, would lose considerably in rents of their house 
property. But if the change had to cpine, the sooner it come ftie 
better, and we cannot conceive that Calcutta could ever acquire the 
climatic and geographical advantages of Delhi* which alone could 
make it a satisfactory Capital of the Empire. On thfc whole, there¬ 
fore, the change is justified, though it must be remembered that it 
is not the geographical position alone of the capital that would bring 
the Government in elder touch with the people. ,£* lofig A**n 
Englishman is socially os an island, surrounded by ft not eeaof 
aloofness and chilly conventions of the Antic !%!§&% the Cipital 
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of India would remain as inaccessible as ever to the people of India. 
But even while generally welcoming the tnnsTer a we cannot accept 
aa correct the political advantages enumerated by the Government 
of India in paragraph 6 of their despatch and tamely echoed in para¬ 
graph 3 of the despatch of the Secretary of State. To talk of 41 sacred 
legends ahich go Ipck even beyond the dawn of history M of Kurawas 
and l’andavas and of Indraprasta is ic bloater up a useful enough 
scheme with sentiment mat is of no avail in this conection, even if 
it is not too rickety and tawdry at the best of times. Nor has the 
Muh&mmadAn any reason to feel 11 unbounded gratification " in seeing 
“ the ancient Capital of the MoghaLs restored to its proud position as 
the seat of Empire " Histor> never repeats itself, and restora¬ 
tions arc impossibilities. It is not to the (last that Mussal- 
nians should be invited to look back but to contemplate a 
future, different no doubt but possihly not less glorious. What, 
however, strikes us as rather grotesque is the expectation that Mussul¬ 
mans “would presumably regard with satisfaction the re-erectum 
of Delhi as the Capital of India,” when not so very long ago the 
I leutenanl-Govemor of Hurmu informed u Mussalman that efforts to 
erect a grave over the mortal remains of Bahadur Shah, which lay 
ncglei ted in the compound of an Englishman's house in Rangoon, 
would he looked upon with disfavour by Government We feel .sure 
that the erection of a suitabL grave at the t ost of Government would 
h^ regarded by Mussulmans with greater satisfaction so lai as 
mere sentiment goo than the re-erection of Delhi The further 
assertion that the change “ would be accepted by all as the assertion 
of an unfaltering dctci ruination to maintain British Rule in India'* 
seems to us to be little better than bombast ami fustian Nobndv 
doubts for d moment the unfalti ring dcternnmiron of the BntMi to 
man 1 lam their rule in India, and to insist on its being indicated 
b> so tremendnus a change is to cnatc a doubt when none existed 
lieh re. It is lint by clothing Lhe obscure m the language of a 
Randolph or an Owen Gl jndowci that the obvious can be recommen¬ 
ded in the suffrages of the people * 

li. m not possible to dial in Lhis ariide with the question of the 
modification of the Partition , and unless the Government of India 
wish ihe work! to know that it is only in the nalur® of a compensa¬ 
tion to the sentiment of the Hndusof Bengal, and nor an act 
justifiable on its own merits, wr >lu not understand whj rhL two 
questions should have been consul* red indissolubly linked lo^elher 
IV e shall discuss the smaller and yet in our view, the more far 
rt aching decision of the modification in a later issue In the* mean¬ 
time we may say that m the case of the Hindus of Bengal, or Bengalis, 
as the Government of India's despatch chooses to cal them, the 
aiiiiciiuccinent has been a matter of give and take, that for “sturdy 
loyal ' Behans it has been one of “take" only, while for rhe 
Mussulmans m Gas 1 urn lltngaht ha been one of noth rg but “give ’ 
Wc congratulate the Bchaiis on their signal good fortune and we* 
tejoice as well us regret with the Bengalis, As for the Mussalmans of 
Eastern Bengal, rhey ruist derive what cuM ermfort they can from 
tin \uJl known hiics 

Iju-ig 1 ’, and the world lauyjis with you 

Weep, and you weep alone- 

After al 1 they are only “loyal ana *oriented,' and as a reward 
nf then loyalty and contentinen^ they hav* l>e-“n givtn a generous 
helping of the humph* pie. \\u pray dial they may not have a ton 
acute attack of indigestion ■ 


The Durbar Honours. 

Itwvs expected, quite naturally m view gf the Coronation 
Durbar, that the Honours I ist wil 1 be abnormailv long An r vent so 
memuiible and significant as the visit of the King-Emperor to his 
Indian Dominions could not he allowi d to pasna^ay without the 
jieoplr and the servants of the Gown receiving some signal mark*- of 
Royal pleasure We liavc already noticed elsewhere the '.haraettr of 
the grants and concessions wh>ch ibe Viceroy announced in coinme- 
ntoiaiion of the great occasion The Honours List published on the 
day of Rir historic ceremonial at Delhi is another feature ol the 
liberality nth which the occasion has been celebrated. Indeed, tides 
and decorations have been dispensed with unmeasured prodigality, 
and c i* anything, the lay mtnd cannot but feel a certain uneasiness 
at the copiousness of this ambrosial shower. 

It is no doubt one of the recognised duties of the State to 
confer formal distinction on sterling worth and merit. A judi¬ 
cious exerase of this function creates a spint of healthy emulation 
and holds up public service as a worthy object of young ambition. 
Hpwever, there always exists a danger that public service may 
lose its ampler significance and become a mere technical expression 
stereotyed into a narrow view of public duty. All irresponsible 
bureaucracies, imperfecily in touch with public opinion, invariably 
develop a hidebound system of caste, having their codes and 
•standards quite distinct from (hose of the societies for whose service 
they primarily exist. Thn cleavage of aftuhle and tempermay, 
in certain conceivable eventualities, .lead to strange developments 


of the sense of public duty. An individual act, in these circum¬ 
stances, may be quite pleasing to the State and vet infinitely 
abhorrent to the public. Official recognitions conferred in the 
shape of titles and decorations may, thus, lose all intrinsic value 
and become mere expressions of official pleasure or favour. 
Honours may not only become cheap and purposeless but may 
acquire the invidious distinction of covering stark incompetency, 
weak-kneed flattery and self advertising and pushful hypocrisy. Not 
only the Temple ol Honour should he placed on a high pedestal 
so that only those a ho have done some genuine public service 
should find a niche there, but us portals should be jealously 
shut against the intrusion of false deities and gods made of tinsel. 

Ixioking through the shimmei of dignities recently conferred on 
a long roll of private individuals and public servants, no one of course 
would maintain that one does nor get down Lo genuine metal, though the 
glamour of unreality is not wholly absent Hut our surprise is 
not so much on acrouut of the presence of those who ought not to 
have been there, a*, on account of the absence of those who, in all 
conscience, ought to have been there The omissions are glaring 
and unaccountable, particularly in this year of the Coronation 
Durbar Wl* have no quarrel with the Government if it has 
seen lit to decorate itself in profusion, though it is non-official 
meiil that stands most in need of official recognition and 
encouragement But it is certainly time to give emphatic expression 
to the widespread public di*>ap|)oinlmcnt and surprise at official 
coldness and negleil towards those who have grown gray in the 
service of their country. Some ol the recognised leaders of great 
communities who are held in universal esteem and reverence on 
account of their life-long labour* and devotion Lo high and noble 
causes, seem to find no place in the official scheme of things 

Much a* wre dislike personal references, we cannot in this 
instance omit to mention the names of a few Mussalman leaders of 
public eminence whom the Government has thought fit to ignore. 
No public man in India is more honoured and respected or carries 
greater weight m Ins own community than N^wab Mushtaq Hussain, 
V-qar-ul-Mulk Bahadur He is the Secretary to the Trustees of the 
Aligarh College and, -is successor of Sir Syed Ahmad and Nawab 
Muhsin-ul Mulk, enjojs the distim tion of being the acknowledged 
head and representative of the whole Mussalman community. His 
services in the cause <jf Moslem education are invaluable, while his 
share m helping to build up the exisLmg attitude of Lhe Mussalmans 
towards British Rule ha** by no means been inconsiderable. Many 
lesser men have been honoured with knighthoods, yet a leader of 
lus conspicuous position and services have not been considered 
dcsuving of the honoui Similarly one of the greatest scholars and 
poets ot Modem India, a leader of thought, whose message has 
wrought greater change in Lhe attitude of the Mussalmans towards 
Western civilisation than the labours of any other I rum amongst the 
brilliant band of the lieutenants and co adjutors of Sir Syed, lias not 
been found worthy of a higher honor than the title of Shams-ul-Ulema, 
grudgingly bestowed upon him some years ago We mean Maulana 
Altnf Husain Saheb Hall. Men like Nawab Viqar-ul Mulk and 
the venerable I'oet of I’ampat are among the makers of Modern 
Indio. Titles would not exalt them so much as they would exalt the 
lilies and raise their value m public estimation. 

Amongst the fortunate recipients of the distinctions, we tote with 
pleasure the names of many who have deserved them eminently 
and well. Distinguished leadcis like His Highness the Aga Khan, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Ibrahim Rahimtoola, Mr. Justice Ashutosh 
Mukurjee are amongst those whom the public as well a9 the King 
would alike delight to honour Amongst distinguished public 
servant#, Sir Guy Fleetwood Wilson’s G.C.I.E. is welt deserved 
and sn is the Hon'ble Mr. All Imam’s CS.I. Apart from the 
customary decorations of the Ruling Princes and Chiefs with the 
most exalted orders of British India, many of the members of the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council and Provincial Governors and Lieuten- 
antvCiovernor have received Knightoods of the Star of India and 
the Indian Empire. Notable among them are The Hon'ble Mr. J. L. 
Jenkins* and the Hon'ble Mr S H. But’er, who get KCS.I ; 
Sir George Clarke and Sir John Hewett who receive G.C.S.I, 
The names of Kai Bahadurs, Khan Bahadurs, Rai Sahebs and Khan 
Saheba is legion, and we trust the honour in each individual case 
is the result of patient merit. We note with satisfaction and 
pleasure the bestowal of Rai Soheb on Babu Ganga Parshad Varma, 
the Editor of the Advocate, Lucknow. All we can say is that he 
eminently deseived it Amongst Aligarh circles, the title of Shams-ul- 
Ulema conferred an the renowned and erudite scholar, Maulana 
Khalil Ah mod Saheb, Professor of Arabic in the College, will 
appear to be but a tardy recognition of his profound learning, vast 
literary uitainments and unique, though silent and unpretentious, 
influence on those around him. The distinction of Khan Sabeb 
conferred on Mir Yilayat Husam Sdbeb, second master of the 
Aligarh School and Proctor, is delightfully appropriate. The Mir 
Saheb is one of the oldest and most hard-working servants of the 
College and the recognition that his services in connection with the 
work of teaching and management and some other important spheres 
in College life have received will gratify all those that have had the 
pleasure of knowing him. 
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State Entry. 

(Special fat the 11 Statesman.”J 
(By HargiV Cox ) 

Corona'] ion Durbar, Dec. 7. 
There are two aspects of a great Stale ceremony—that of the 
actors and that of the onlookers. The latter is as important as the 
former, for one of the main purposes, if not the main purpose of 
such a ceremony as that of to-dAy, is to evoke the loyalty of the 
people. I, therefore, made a point this morning of going fust to 
spots where native onlookern would be likely to congregate, and the 
result was not dinap\iointing Certainly, the people of Delhi showed 
no lack of interest 111 the great protrusion they were atom to witness. 
Every window and bal< ony and roof-top was crowded with spec¬ 
tators, who themsclvCB made a show well worth seeing. JJ> general 
consent everybody seemed to have put on their 1 a st nr cleanest 
clothes, a circumitance which greatly added to the gaiety of the 
scene From the artistic point of view a further attraction lay in 
(he broken line of the houses so infinitely more pleasant to the eye 
than the general uniformity of the sky Imy whu h is (hararturistjc 
of street architecture in Europe 

The moRl popular point* of view for naliu* onlookers were in 
the neighbourhood of ihe Jama Musjid, and the organizers 1/ the 
ceremony had very thoughtfully plated two English military bands 
at spots where large nuiubeis of people could listen ro the music 
while waiting for the procession to pass AL one spot right at ibe 
hock of the great mosque, the listeners to the band included a large 
number of purdahnmhm ladies scaled in balconies which were 
partly screened by curtains. It was noticeable, however, that many 
of these ladies showed little reluctance in pushing Lhe curtains aside 
in order to get n better view of Lhe moving su ne below. And 
certainly the scene was striking enough even before the procession 
passed—an English mihtaiy hand playing English airs, the line of 
route guarded by fnirkhas, whoce stacked arms were watched over 
by sentries with drawn bayonets or kuktics, and, behind the line, 
the pressing crowd of Indian faces representing every type of North¬ 
ern Indio, and beyond them again the balconu s and house-tops pack- 
ed with brightly dressed people, and gn> with waving flags 
Hut the bent sight of all witB on the steps of the great mosque 
facing down the broad rood that the processi >n would follow from the 
Fort This was occupied by spectators of the wealthier classes, all 
jumbled together regardless of 1 aste or race—Hindu and Mussulman, 
Jam, I'anuse and Euro^an Right across the top at the gate of 
lhe mosque, the Muhammadans had li*fd in Md English characters 
a legend of welcome to Hie King and Queen from the Muhammadan 
community It was a happy idea, for lhe lettering was visible til 
the way from the Fort The only attempt which had been made at 
organising the spectators was in the neighbourhood of the Delhi 
Gate, ^here large number of School children had been grouped 111 
masses, each group wearing turbans or the same colour, so that the 
whole presented the aspect of a gigantic flower border Less 
ambitious in design, but even more pleasing to the *-yc was 
* mass of little girls arranged under the shallow of a small giouo of 
trees |uil by the edge of the road Of the proiession itself it is 
difficult (o speak without using language whiJi may sound exAggc* 
rated. It may best be described as an endless su««'Mio,i ot d^z 
ling pictures - froop after troop of mounted men in gorgeous 
unSorms rode past and before the eye had fully grasped on.* picture 
another brilliant picture wire thrown upon the screen .Such pictures 
would, by tneniseivea, lx, *urth ^eing e/en in the mu« prosaic 
vmroundings Bui here the effect v ..s imurensrly heightened by the 
extraordinary im[*ressivenesi of the surrounding leatures, natural 
or architectural. Nothing more magnificent can be imagined than 
the stage created by tlx? Fort on one side, and tlie Jama 
Maitjid on lln- nthrr. '1 he Fort is on a «lighdy higher Wei than the 
surrounding plain, and the fruit through the Dehli Gate winds down 
a gradual sh>pe. I iuwn thi^ slope came the great procession 
backed by thn s;eni but beautiful red sandstone walls of the Fort. 
Turning 10 lhe other aide one saw rising over the head * of 
the crowds of spectators and troops the red gateway of the 
mosque, and the marvellous outline uf the its white domes and 
minarets. On the one side the winding procession approached 
from the Fort; on the other hand it receded to tho mosque} 
and it is hard to say whicly made the more lovely picture. In the 
same way the houses in me Chandi Chouk, with their picturesque 
outlines and their crowds of spectators added immensely to the 
artistic va‘ve of the procession as it passed down this famous 
central avenue of the City of Delhi. For a wider view, Which 
enabled the eye to take in at once, not indeed the whole pro- 
cession, but large stretches of it, the Ridge furnished both the 
best standpoint ind the best background. 


But for me the moat thrilling moment in the day's experiences, 
was, when the heralds emerged from the Delhi Gate and the. 
trumpeters sounded a great fanfare to announce the neat approach 
of the King. There u at all times something stirring in a fanfare 
of trumpets But when the mind has been wrought to an unwonted 
pitch of sensitiveness by a series of wonderful pictures this we.rd 
medieval music gives one an extraordinary thrill of excite meni 
'I he trumpeters were almost as impressive to see as to hear, for 
their gorgeous yellow and gold uniforms and white horses con¬ 
stituted what was perhaps the most brilliant group of colour in all 
the long procession. At last the King himself came and it »- 
sufficient to say that he bore himself like a dung. He sat on Im 
horse with easy dignity and acknowledged the salutations of the 
crowd, not with the stiffness of a military despot but with the 
pleasant friendly gesture of a constitutional ruler coming among 
bis own people. A few seconds later the Queen’s carriage passed 
and the Quern graciously returned the salutations of the bowing 
crowds. Except where Europeans or Europeanized natives weie 
present, there was practically no cheering from the spectators 
In this part of India, etiquette appears to require that ths people 
should bow in silence 10 iheir Sovereign, and it is perhaps the 
finer courtesy. It was my good fortune to see the King und Queen 
again when they got to their journey’s end, and 11 was gratifying 
to note they showed no signs of being weaned by their heavy 
mornings work. Scarcely bad the King dismounted from )rs 
horse before he walked off with ‘everal members of hi>* staff to 
rt view the guard-of honour drawn up in front of the Ro>al terns. 
This task finished, he and the Queen strolled off chatting informally 
with members of then respective suil and the morning's work was 
* nded—a good piece of work well dune 


The King Edward Memorial. 

(Fhost nu 11 Sts f 'mans J Special ('okrkspondvni ; 

|)uhi'\k C'vmi', Decs miser a 

YKSiKRnsY afternoon ihi- King Emperor was engaged m receu 
mg wsus Iron) the Ruling f luefs At night Their dined 

quict'y and the L%*er.ing was blank, as far as official function'* were 
conremed, 7 heir Majesties icMmg after the fal.gues of the day 
This morning the reception of the Chiefs agon occupied His 
Majesty while the Queen drove into Delhi and visited places of 
interest inside and outside the city. 1 he important event of the 
day was of course the laying of the foundation-stone of the Ah-lndia 
King Edward Memorial This took place in the afternoon and 
was witnessed by an enormous throng of people. The site of the 
statue is An open piece ol ground between lhe Fori near the Delhi 
Gate and the Jama Musjid The ground ba.s been closed with 
railings and gardens laid out, and |Ls situation enables it lo bv viewed 
from a lorgi area of thq maidan ail round Some of this ground 
rises in slopes, and it was a wonderful sight lo - ee the thousand 1 ' 
and iiKxisands of people 011 the stands and covering the roofs uf d <: 
houses and the great mosque. Seals had Ixen arranged in block* 
and were occupied by a distinguished thrung of Europeans an*l 
Ind.an.', all tho nigh officials now in Delhi bung present. The 
l^destal of the statue of red Agra -andsiony hast already been 
erected and die act of the King to day war to unveil the Memorial 
tablet which will be in the pedestal. A high platfrom covered with 
white doth has be^n erected around the pedestal with step* 
leading up to it. 

On the base of the pedestal on each side were men from each 
of the Regiment* of which the late King-Emperor was Colonel with 
their colours, and beneath, facing the entrance to the ground, which 
is in Elgin Road, were the Heralds and trumpeters. Tha drive from 
the gates was lined with a guard of-honour, consisting of a hundred 
men each from the Naval Contingent, from the Royal Marine 
Artillery, Lhe Gordons and the and Gurkha Rifles. The Viceroy 
and J-ady Hardinge arrived shortly before half-past three and were 
received hy the committee who included the'Hon. Mr Carlyle, 
justice Mookerjee and the Hon. Mr. C. VV. Graham. Their 
Majesties were timed in Lhe programme to leave the Royal Camp 
at 2-J5 km., but it was much later when they started, and it was 
about 3-45 when tjicy arrived at the gates, having come down by the 
Lothian and Elgin Roads. Large crowds lirifed the route and seemed 
delighted to find that on this occasion there was no difficulty in 
identifying the King who rode with Her Majesty ‘in an open State 
carriage, die golden umbrellas showing the progress of the processor) 
to those standing in tho enclosure as it Came winding down Lothian 
Road. The escort consisted ’ of a squadron of Britiah Cavalry in 
frdnt and a carriage escort of two nwH»mtai«ionad officers, 
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standard-bearer and four pritish Cavalryman immediately in the 
rear Of the Royal carriage. The carriages c*mtainifig the Royal suite 
9 including the Marquis of Crewe, the Duchess of Devonshire and 
the Earl of Durham, followed and a squadron of Indian Cavalry 
brought up the rear of the procession. On alighting Their Majesties 
were received by fhe Viceroy, who presented to them the members 
P of the committee and a procession was then formed to walk to 

\ the shamiana which had been erected on the lawn opposite the 
pedestal, the Memorial committee walking first. Hearty cheers were 
raised by the occupants of the enclosure as the King and the Queen 
entered the sham tana. 

The ceremony was bner and simple. Lord Hardinge on behalf 
of the committee presented His Majesty with the following address 
which he first read aloud. A beautiful silver replica of the Statue 
was presented with the address. 


$ 


► 

i 





11 May it please Your Imperial Majesty,—On behalf of the 
Committee uf the §All-India Memorial to your illustrious and 
greatly beloved father, the King-Emperor Edward the Seventh, I 
have the honour to ask your Imperial Majesty to place in ]*i.sition 
the memorial stone of a statue to his memory to whir 11 subscript'on* 
have been contributed by thousands and thousands of ^ urn imperial 
Majesty's loyal and devoLcd subjects in Ind'A, jich and poor 
sharing the privilege of testifying to the love and reverence with which 
the name of their illustrious ruler will ever be cherished In the 
itatiic that is to adorn, this pedestal will he enshrined a lasting 
pledge ot the gratitude of the many millions of your Indian people 
for the peace, justice, and prosperity that prevailed during the 
late Kmg-Empcfor’s all too short but strenuous reign, which hrmigh; 
him in the glorious victories of peace, the reward uf high cn- 
deavoui arid of duty unflinchingly fulfilled. In ihu uty of ancient 
historic memories and heroic achievements the statue of our great 
and revered King Emperor will stand nuL cqly as a splendid 
sentinel guarding the records of the great dynasties uf the po.iL and 
ofthc loyal devotion to yuur r lhrnne of the countless races and 
people of Your Majesty's great Empire in India, hut it will remain 
as a lasting symbol of the love of England and her rulers for 
India and her peoples and a guarantee of * heir power and 
desire to lead India forward on the path of noble amis and high 
aspirations. 

“ And now in asking Your Imperial Majesty to place the 
stone in position we entrust this noble memnnal of a most noble 
Sovereign to the homage of posterity and to the luynl lumping of 
Your Imperial Majesty's Indian subjects. ” 

His Majesj-vs Speech. 

His Imperial Majesty tb« Kmg-Empuor in reply lc. llie address, 
said — 

'* The address which you have just read has tour hed my heart 
and awakened memories ot what wc all, and I most of all, owe to 
my d<nr father the late King-Emperor. He was the first of my 
house to visit India, and it was hy his command that I came six 
short yems ago to this great and wonderful land Alas, hide did 
wc then d ink how »>on we should have to mourn hn loss. You 
tell me thatlhi* memorial represents the contributions not only of a 
few who may hav^ had the priyilge of personal acquaintance with 
my father but ot thousands of tiis and piy people m India lam 
clad to know that the deed cfnd abiding concern which be feh for 
ludu has met with so warm a response from ihe hearts of her 
children. I rejoice to think Lhal ibis statue will stand a nob'c 
monument on a beautiful and historic site to remind generations, 
yet unborn, of your loysl affection, and oi lus sympathy and irust— 
sentiments, which, please God, always will be traditional bciwcen 
India and the members of my House.'* 

Tte Viceroy conducted the King up the stips to the platform 
where the memoiiaftablet was suspended. From here the figure o f 
the King-Emperor, standing, as be was, on an elevation r/ some 
twenty tect, was visible to the vast crowds who were watching the 
ceremony and a murmur ot exclamation a as heard, fallowed by 
cheers from those around the pedestal which His Majesty graciously 
acknowledged. As His Majesty performed the ceremony of unveil¬ 
ing the tablet the guard-of-honour and the men hump the plinth 
presented arms, the hano played the National Anthem, the specta¬ 
tors cheered, and a solute of a hundred and one guns was fired 
from the Fort. As soon as rhe reverberating echoes of the last gun 
bod died away, the procession was reformed and Their Majesties 
returned to their carriage and drove off amid renewed cheenug. 

Inscriptions. 

The following is the inscription on one side of the tablet:— 

11 This tablet was placed in position by His Majesty King 
Geotge the Fifth on the 8th December, iqi i," 

Above this inscription is the Crown and below is the Royal 
Cypher. This tablet faces north, as will the statue. 

Another huge tablet stone decorates the east face of the 
pedestal wnh the following inscription.-— 


Edward the Seventh—King and Emperor. 

M Let this monument, erected by the voluntary donations of 
thousands and thousands of his subjects throughout the Indian 
Empire, the rich giving out of their wealth and the poor out of their 
poverty, bear wines* to their grateful memory of hi* virtue* and his 
might. He wma the father of hii people, whose diverse religions and 
customs he preserved impartially. Hi voice stood for wisdom in the 
councils of the world His example was on inspiration to hie 
Viceroys, his Governors, his Captains and the humblest of his sub¬ 
jects. His Bceptre ruled over one-fifth of the dwellers upon earth. 
His justice protected the weak, rewarded the deserving and punished 
the evildoer. His mercy provided hospitals for the sick, food for the 
famine stricken, water for the thirsty soil, and learning for the student 
His sword was ever victorious. Soldiers of many races served in his 
great army, obeying his august commands. His ships made safe 
the highways of the ocean and guarded his wide dominion. By land 
and sea he ensured amity between nations of the world, and gave 
well-ordered peace to the people of his vast Empire. He upheld 
the honour of princes and the rights of the defenceless. His reign 
was a blessing to his well-beloved Indio, on example to the great, and 
an encouragement to the humble, and his name shall be handed 
from father to son throughout all ages as a mighty Emperor, 
a merciful and a great English mail. 11 

(From the 11 Statesman's" Special Correspondent.) 

Coronation Durbar\ December p. 

To-day is practically free from public functions though His 
Imperial Maiesty lias again been all the morning receiving the visits 
of the Ruling Chiefs These visits, and the periodical changing of 
the guard and colour*., which is done exactly an at St James’ Palace, 
nuke the scene at the Royal Camp and all round Kings way and 
Coronation Road one of constant movement and colour, the Chiefs 
driving down in Stale with escorts, and being received with the 
honours due in each case on airival at the Imperial Pavilion. 

Each Chief is received in private Audience by the King. He is 
at first escorted to the Reception Hall, until the turn of each 
arrives to be summoned to die Impi r.?l presence. The scene in the 
Reception Hall is consequently one of great interest aud brilliance. 

As the Chiefs name and State is called by an Equerry-in-Waiting 
he is ushered ihrough the corridor leading to the private 
apartments, and after being shown into the King-Emperor's pre¬ 
sence is left alone with His Majesty, the interviews varying in length 
according to the dignity and position of each Prince. 

The chief events to-day are the semi-finals of the polo, which 
will he played off this afternoon, and which, it is hoped, the King 
and Queen will attend, and the finals of the football tournament. 
This evening there is to be a military torchlight tattoo on the polo 
ground which promises to be a very fine spectacle. To-morrow 
morning Their Majesties will attend the military church parade in 
Military Camps, in which 8,ooo troops will take part, and for the 
rest of the day every one will make holiday, which in many 
instance* will take the form, probably, of a complete rest after the 
fatigue ot tht last few days. 


Presentation of Colours. 

(From thf. “Statesman n Special Correspondent.) 

Cmonation Durbar , December It, 

Another imposing and picturesque ceremony in M which the 
King-Emperor was the central figure, took place this morning, when 
His Majesty prjsented new colours to seven British and two Indian 
regiments, i he following are the regiments which were thin 
honoured .— 

ist Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, 
ivt Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, 

* ist Battalion, Seoforth Highlanders. 

and Battalion, Gordon Highlanders. 

ist Battalion, Highland Light Infantry, • 

ist Battalion, Connaught Rangers. 

Nineteenth Punjabis. 

Eighteenth Infantry. 

His Imperil Majesty in presenting colours to the British 
infantry regiments said — 

14 1 am very glad to have this opportunity of giving new colours 
to so many of my battalions while I am in India. The presentation 
of colours is a solemn occasion in the history of a regiment, for you 
then bid tairwell to the old flag, which bears upon u the records of 
post achievements, receiving in retumS. new flag, upon which it all 
lies with you to inscribe the names ui future victories, recalling with 
pride the deeds of those who have gone before you. Look forward 
with hope into the coming day*. Remember these are no common 
flags which I am committing to your keeping. A colour is a sacred 
ensign, ever by its inspiration, though no longer by its presence 
a rallying point in battle. It is the emblem of duty, the outward 
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sign or your allegiance to God, your sovereign, and country, to be 
looked up, to be venerated, and to be passed down untarnished by 
succeeding generations. 11 

Addressing the Indian troops, the King-Emperor said *— 

“ For many ages the colours of a regiment were its rallying 
point in Ijatfle. To-day they remain an emblem of duty, the out¬ 
ward symbol of allegiance to God and Empire, and as a record of 
past victories. As such 1 commit these new colours to your keeping. 
May they recall to the old soldiers gallant deeds of the past, and 
kindle within their younger comrades zeal for fresh achievements and 
for devoted service to the Crown. Religious freedom is now your 
birthright. Consecrate these colours **s you will. Recognise in 
them a sacred trust In your bonds they arc sacred , under their 
inspiration you nil, 1 know, ever maintain untarnished the proud 
record of your forefathers.” 


The Durbar. 

( Special for the Statesman. ) 

Delhi , December 12. 

T»il Proclamation of His Imperial Majesty George V as King- 
Emperor took place today before an assembly of a hundred thousand 

f r.rsous comprising the Ruling Chiefs of India, the Governors and 
.ieutenanl Governors, the high officials of the Central Government 
and all the Provinces, over twenty Lhousand Hritish and Indian 
troops and more than 50,000 of the populace. Popular interest 
in the event and the people's enthusiasm were so great that as early 
M 7 o’clock this morning it became ncresaary to close the roads 
leading from the city lu the BiJcctators 1 mound and it was then estima¬ 
ted that more than enough jvcuple to fill the mound were on their way 
thither. In addition, the roads in the camp along which the pro- 
evasion was to pass were thickly lined with thousands of people Their 
Majesties drove in a canopied State carnage, wearing their Crowns 
ana Imperial robes, and on arriving at the arena were received with 
great enthusiasm. Amid a scene of eluding splendour the King 
received the homage or Lhr Ruling Chiefs and the solemnity of his 
Coronation was proclaimed to the multitude Previous to the 
homage His Majesty addressed the spectators in Lhe arena. 

This is practically the end of the Durbar and the Delhi 
Heralds, advancing towards the tints > in stentorian tones call for 
three cheers for His Majesty the King Ein^-rur followed by another 
three Tor the Queen Empress Tioops and spectators all join in, 
the King and Queen standing erect on the rials tor everyone to see 
them, two tiny figures to those liir away on lhe mound, but distinct 
and regal nevertheless in tlmr purple ioln.s and crowns It is 
perhaps the most wonderful sight or lhr clay The enHumics on the 
mound are like waving flower hed*. owing to the ,-floct created by 
the different coloured head-dresses of the sjiectators, from brightest 
red and blue through almost every shade to primitive jtflows and 
greens, intermingled with great patches of whne. In the arena 
white helmets, some with red bands and plumes, wave aloft on rifles 
and a curious effect is created where lhe patches of dark green 
proclaim the little Gurkhas, flinging up Lheir aims mid wnrgmg Mietr 
hands with cadi cheer, ihcir voices sharper Ilian the rest and heard 
clear above them. The eheeis ring round the amphitheatre, the 
brilliantly dressed throng representing all the irisiomcy, wealth 
and intellect or India cheering as lustily and ciithusiiutu ally as the 
troops 111 the arena, and in the silence that follows the Sovereign and 
his Covnurt are Been to rise and nnre more descend from the riiif. 
The brilliant procession reforms—a unique and unpnralloM spectacle 
in modern times, a British Monarch and hii Consort walking uowuec 
and robed in procession in the open air and in another brilliant 
cavalcadu returns once more to lhe Rcyal Camp 

{SrttClAl, FOR TMK u St\1»SMS* ") 

By Uakoi.ij Co\ 

ftiwi i/k>m J y urhnr } Dc* ember ft. 

•When Line it tilled upon to witness a rtrmmn) mi the Miippr- 
dous stale of the Imperial T)url<ar, which \m just been thought t:> 
a close, there is a danger not merely that lhe eye may grow weary of 
to much brilliance, but that the mind may lose itself amid the 
enrnmnus multiplicity of wonderful details. So much is tins tbe case 
that at this moment of writing in my tent, the Durbar looks to me a 
more important event, a far nr.oio dramatic spectacle, than h coupl^ 
Of hours ago when 1 was watching its moving panorama Imagine 
two semi-circles of unequal size, but both huge, facing one another. 
The one is a covered amphitheatre where the more privileged 
spectators of the Imperial teyjmony have their seats , the othens a 
vast mound of earth with tier-upon tier of seats on the bare ground. 
Here sit some fifty thousand spectators who have come from all 
parts of India to see the great show. Between these two semi-circles 
Ha great open space upon which the successive ceremonies are 
enacted* Broadly speaking, the ceremuuial is divided into two 
parte, in the first part the King and Queen, seated under a shamtana 
String the privileged spectators, receive the homage of the Ruling 


Chiefs and of the Governors and Lieutenant-Goveraon and other 
dignitaries of the Indian Empire. In the second part Their Majesties 
are seated under a canopy on a high platform facing the great semi¬ 
circular mound on which are gathered the people themselves as 
distinct from their rulers. These are the two principal pictures to fix 
in one’s mind. To these must be added a confused impression of 
masses of troops ranged in straight lines and semi-circles and filling 
practically all the space between tbe covered pavilion for 
the rulers and the uncovered mound for the ruled. Both pictures 
were intensely full of interest. No other country in the world could 
show such a group of varied races gathered together under one roof 
as were to be seen m the great, semi-circular pavilion reserved for the 
dignitaries of the Indian Empire. Governors and Lieutenants-Governors 
in official gold lace—officers in bn Iliant uniforms—and a perfectly 
bewildering collection "of native costumes. The ceremony whicn 
took place in the shamtana facing this pavilion, though necessarily 
somewhat protracted, was extraordinarily impressive. One by one 
the principal dignitaries, whether English or Native, advanced to 
the steps m front of lhe Thrones and did obeisance. In some cases 
the obeisance or homage was a stiff military salute, in other cases 
cases it was a low salaam , in others again it was picturesquely 
elaborate. For example the young Maharajah of Jodpur, much 
cheered by everybody, did his homage by first placing his 
sword against his forehead ar.d then laying it on the ground in front 
or his Sovereign Another native ruler who was loudly cheered 
was lhe Begum of Bhopal, who, wearing the bitrka. advanced alone 
lo Lhe steps of Lhe throne and returned again a solitary woman 
to her seat, amid the respccttul salaams of the spectators There 
were many such incidents as this well worth noting, but all incidents 
were overshadowed in importance by tbe main fact that the King 
and (Jucc n of England were seated there on Lhose two Thrones 
to receive, as Emperor and Empress of India, the homage of all 
persons who are called upon lo play a leading part in the governance 
of that Empire. 

Even more impressive was the scene where the King and Queen 
walked hand-in hand, followed by a stalely procession, and took 
their seats on the two high Thrones under the central canopy facing 
their Indian peoples It was while they were here seated in the 
presence of that vast concourse that the Heralds proclaimed lhe 
King's Coronation in London The firing of a salute of one hun¬ 
dred and one guns followed and “ God save the King ” was played 
at frequent intervals Front the purely spectacular point ol new 
nothing could have been finer The King and Queen were set up 
on high for all ihe people 10 see, and tht people—in spile of the 
tnormoiis size of the arena—did see them It was a personal 
proclamation of the King 1 ' sovereignty, dignified in every detail and 
tremendously drama hr from the point of view of its political 
significance. 

There followed the great surprise. The King and Queen 
returned from the l< *fty canopy facing the people to the shamtana 
facing Lhe rulers and everybody thought that the day was virtually 
at'au end Some people even began surreptitiously to creep towards 
the doors But the business was not at an end and the|King re¬ 
ceived from D>rd Hardinge a paper and made the entirely un¬ 
anticipated announcement that the captaljs to be transferred 
from Calcutta, to Delhi. „ 


His Majesty’s Speech. 

Hie text of the speech delivered by His Majesty at the opening 
of the Durbar wu* as follows — 

11 It is with genuine feelings of thankfulness and satisfaction 
that I stand here u> day among you. ^ 

“This yiar has bien to the Queen-Emprtsi and myself one of 
many great ceremonies oud of unusual, though happy, burden and 
toil. Hut in spite of time and distance Lhe grateful recollection* 
of our bust visit to India have drawn us again to the land winch we 
then learned to love, and we started with bright hopes on our loug 
journey to reus it the country in which we had already asset tlta 
kindness of a home. 


" In doing so t have fulfilled the wish expressed in my 1 
ot last July, to announce to you in person iny Coronation, celebrated 
on ihe 2and of June in Westminster Abbey, when by the grace Of 
God, the Crown of my forefathers was placed on my head with 
solemn form and ancient ceremony. 

"By tuy presence with the Queen-EmpressI am also anxious 
to show our affection for the loyal Princes 1 and faithful peoples of 
India, and how dear tn our hearts is the welfare and happtoans of 
the Indian Empire. It is, moreover, my desire that those who could 
not be present at the solemnity of the Coronation should have tbe 
opportunity of taking part in its commemoration at Delhi. 

"It is a sincere pleasure and gratification to myself and to the 
Queen-Empress to behold this vast assemblage and ip it my Goto- 
dots and trusty officials, my great Princes, the representatives of 
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{he peoples, and deputations from the military forces of my Indian 
Dominions. I shall receive in person with heartfelt satisfaction the 
homage and allegiance which they loyally desire to render. 

" I ai * deeply impressed with the thought that a spirit of sym¬ 
pathy and affectionate goodwill unites the Princes and the People 
with me on thir histone occasion. In token of these sentiments 
I have decided to Commemorate the event of my Coronation by 
ceitain marks of my special favour and consideration, and this 
I will later on to-day cause to be announced by my Governor-General 
to the assembly. Finally, I rejoice to have this opportunity of 
renewing in my own person those assurances which have been given 
you by my revered predecessors of the maintenance of your rights 
and privileges and of my earnest concern for your welfare, peace 
and contentment. 

11 May the Divine favour of Providence watch over my people 
and assist me in my utmost endeavour to promote their happiness 
and prosperity ,To all present, feudatories and subjects, I tender 
out loving greeting ,f 


The Proclamation. 

The Proclamation by the Heralds WA9 as follows — 

Gkorgk K. I. 

Whereas by Our Royal Proclamations bearing date the nineteenth 
day of July and the seventh day of November, in the year of Our 
Lord one thousand nine hundred and ten in the first year nl Our 
reign, We did publish and declare Our Royal intention by die 
favour and blessing of Almighty God to celebrate the solemnity 
of Our Royal Coronation upon the twenty-second day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and eleven , and, whereas hy the favour and 
blessing of Almighty God, We were enabled w ccltberate the said 
solemnity upon Thursday, the twenly-serond June last, and whereas 
by Our Royal Proclamation bearing date the twenty-second day 
of Man b, in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
eleven, in the first year of Our reign, We did declare ihat it was 
Our wish and desire Ourselves to make known to all our lovnig 
subjects within Our Indian Dominions that Lhe said sole mu 1 tv had 
so been celeberaled and to call to Our presence, Our Governors, 
Lieutenant-Governors, and other of Our officers, the Princes, Chiefs 
and Nobles of N itivc States under Our protection and the represen¬ 
tatives of all the provinces of Our Indian Empire. 

Now We do by this Our Royal Proclamation mske announce¬ 
ment thereof, and extend to all Our officers, and to all Princes, 
Chiefc, and peoples now at Delhi assembled Our Royal and 
Imperial greeting and assure them of the deep affection with winch 
Wc regard Our Indian Empire the welfare and prosperity of whi'b 
are and ever will he Our constant concern. 

Given ut Our Court nt Delhi, the twelfth cay of December, one 
thousand nine hundred and eleven, in the second year of (Jur reign. 

God save the King-Emperor! 


The Royal Boon?. , 

Tfiv, announcements made at Hi* Majesty’s command hy the 
Governor-General were as follow* -- 

“To all to whom the*e presents m\iy come, hy the command 
of His Most Excellent Majesty tleorgi the Fifth, by the grace of 
God, King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and of the British Dominions bey.md Lhe Seas, Defender uf the 
Faith, Em pc-or of India. 

“ h His Governor-General, do hereby declare and notify the 
grants,* concessions, reliefs and benefactions which His Imperial 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to bestow u pen this glorious 
and memorable occasion .— 

“Humbly and dutifully submissive to Hu Most Gracious 
Majesty’s will and pleasure tig; Government of India have resolved, 
with the approval of His Imperial Majesty’s Secretary of State, to 
acknowledge the predominant claims of educational advancement on 
the resources of the Indian Empire, and have decideu in recogni¬ 
tion oi A very commendable demand to act themselves to making 
education in India as Accessible and wide as possible. With this 
purpose they propose to devote at once fifty lakhs to the promotion 
of truly popular education and it is the firm intention of Government 
to odd to the grant now announced further grants in future years 
on a generous scale. 

Jl Graciously recognising the signal and faithful services of his 
forces by land and seOs the King-Emperor has charged me to 
announce the award of half a month's pay of rank to all non-com- 
missioned officers and men and reservists both of His British Army 
in Indio, and His Indian Army, to the equivalent ranks of the 
Royal Indian Marine, And to all permanent employees of depart¬ 
mental or non-combatant establishments paid from the Military 
Estimates Whose pay may nW exceed the sum/of Rs. 50 monthly. 


11 Furthermore, His Imperial Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to ordain that from nenceforth the loyal Native officers and men and 
reservists of his Indian Army shall be eligible for the grant of the 
Victoria Cross for valour; that membership of the Order of British 
India shall be increased during the decode following His Imperial 
Majesty's Coronation Durbar by fifty-two appointments m the first class, 
and that m mark of these historic ceremonies fifteen new appointments 
in the first class and nineteen new appointments in the second class 
shall forthwith be made, that from henceforth Indian officers of the 
Frontier Militia Corps and the Military Police shall be deemed 
eligible for admission to the aforesaid order; that special grants of 
land or assignments or remissions or land revenue as the case may be 
shall now be conferred on certain native officers of His Imperial 
Majesty’s Indian Army who may be distinguished for long and 
honourable service ; and that the special allowances now assigned for 
three years only to the widows of deceased members of the Indian 
Order of Merit shall with tflect from the date of this Duibor here¬ 
after be continued to all such widows until death or marriage. 

“ Graciously appreciating the devoted and successful labours of 
his Civil Service, His Imperial Majesty has commanded me to 
declare ihe grant ol half a month's pay to all permanent servants in 
the civil employ of Government whose pay may not exceed the 
sum of R'j. 50 monthly 

11 Further it is His Imperial Majesty’s gracious behest that all 
persons to whom may have been, or hereafter may be granted the 
titles of Dewan Bahadur, Sirdar, Khan Bahadur, Rai Bahadur, Khan 
Sahib, Rai Sahib, or Kao Sahib, shall receive distinctive badges as A 
symbol of respect and honour, and that on all holders present or to 
come of the venerable titles of Maham&hopadhya and Sham-ul-Ulema 
shall be conferred some annual pension for the good report of the 
ancient learning of India. 

“ Moreover in commemoration of this Durbar and as a reward 
fur conspicuous public service certain grants of land free of revenue 
tenable tor the life of the grantee or in the discretion of the local 
administration fur 011c further life shall be bestowed or restored in the 
North-Western Frontier Pi evince and in Baluchistan. 

11 In his gracious solicitude fir the welfare or His Royal Indian 
Princes His Imperial Majesty has commanded me to proclaim that 
from henceforth no Nazerana payments shall be made upon succes¬ 
sion to Lheir States, and sundry debts owing to the Government 
by the nnn-jurisdicLioiial States in Kathiawar and Gujer&l and also 
by the Kduiiua Chiefs of Mcwar w.U be cancelled and remitted in 
whole or 111 part urd»_r the orders of the Government of India. 

u ln token of lus appreciation of the Imperial Service troops 
certain supernumerary appointments in the Order of British India 
will be made. 

(> In the excicisc ot His Royal and Imperial clemency and 
compusuinn Hi* most excellent Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to ordain Lhat certain prisoners now suffering the penalty of the law 
for cr.nits and misdemeanours shall be released from imprisonment, 
and tl.it all those civil debtors now in prison whose debts may be 
small and due not to fraud but to real poverty shall be dischaiged, 
and that their debts shall be paid. The persons by whom and the 
terms and conditions on which these grants, concessions, and 
beiiefurtions shall be enjoyed will be hereafter declared. v 

“Guo Save hie King-Emi'ero*." 


The King-Emperor's Announcements. 

Tin. following 11 the text of the announcement by His Imperial 
Majesty at the conclusion of the Durbar.— 

,c We arc pleased to announce to Our people that on the advice 
of Oui Minister? and after consultation with Our Governor-General 
in Cornu il, We have decided upon the transfer of the scat of the 
Government of India from Calcutta to the ancient Capital of Delhi, 
and simultaneously, and as a consequence of that transfer, the crea 
lion at ah caiiy a date as possible of a Governorship for the Presi¬ 
dency of Bengal, of a new Lieutenant-Governorship in Council 
admimctcimg the areas of Behor, Chota Nagpur and Orissa, and of a 
Chief Commissioncrship of Assam, with such administrative changes 
and redistribution of boundaries as Our Governor-General in Council 
with the approval of Our Secretary of State for India in Count'd, 
may, in due course, determine. 

“ It is Our earnest desire that'these changes may conduce to 
the better administration of India and the greater prosperity and 
happiness of Our beloved people.” 


Official Correspondence. 

To the Right Hon. The Marquess of Crowe, K.G., His Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for Iudia, Simla, the 25th August, iqii. 

My Lord Marquess,—We venture in this despatch to address 
your I/jrdsiiip on a most important and urgent subject, embracing 
two questions of great political moment which are in our opinion 
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tduaolubly linked together. This subject baa engaged oni attention 
fctsome time past, a“d the proposals which we are about to submit 
tor vour Lordship's consideration are the result or our mature 
deliberation. But it is only in the light of recent developments, 
constitutional and political, that the drawback of the jousting arrange¬ 
ment, and the urgency of a change, have been Mly:realised. On 
the one hand, the almost incalculable importance of the part which 
an already safely be predicted for the imperial legislative Council 
hi the shape it has assumed under tl.e Indian Councils Act requires 
the removal of the capital to a more central and easily tuiesxible 
position practically imperative. On the otner hand, thes peculiar 
political situation which has arisen in Bengal since the Partition, 
Snakes it eminently desitable to withdraw the Government of India 
horn its present provincial environment, while Us removal from 
Bengal W an essential feature of the scheme we have in view for 
albying the illfceling aroused by the Partition amongst the Bengal 
population. Once the necessity of removing the scat of the Supreme 
Government from Bengal is established, as we trust it may be, ^ 
the considerations wc propose to lay before your f-onlship, there can 
be, in our opinion, no manner of doubt as to the choice of the new 
ouitial, or as the occasion on which that choice -hould be announced. 

On geographical, historical, and political grounds the capita of 
the Indian Empire should lie at Delhi, and the announcement that 
the transfer of the seat of Government to Delhi had been sanctioned 
diould be made by His Majesty the King-Emperor at the forth- 
commit Imperial Durbar in Delhi itself- t _ , , 

'Die maintenance of British rule in India depi nds on the ultimate 
aupremacy of the Governor General in Council, and He India l mmols 
Act of liioo itself bears testimony to the impossibility of allowing 
matter! of vital concern to be decided by a majority of non-official 
vote*. The non-officials in the Council will have to be satisfied and 
the question will be how this devolution of power i an be conceded 
without impairing the supreme authonly of the Governor-General in 
Council. The only possible solution of the difficulty would appear 
to be gradually to give the proiinces a larger measure of seir gov ern¬ 
ment until at last India would consist of a number of administra¬ 
tion! autonomous in all provincial affairs with the Government o 
India above them all, and possessing power to interfere in case of 
rawgovemment, ordinarily restucting their functions H mal trs of 
Imperial concern. In order that this consummation may lie attuned 
k is essential that the Supreme Government should not be associated 
with any particular provincial Government ihc removal of (lie 
Govomment ot India from Calcutta is, therefore, a measure which 
will in our opinion materially facilitate, the growth of local selt- 
govemment on sound and safe lines It is geneiaily recognised that 
diecaptial of a great central Government should le separate and 
independent and effect has been given to this pmu 'pic in the United 
Atates Canada and Australia 

The administrative advanlaecs of the trarder wou d scarcely 
be leas valuable than the jmliucal and in the first plve the develop¬ 
ment of the legislative Council has made tin* withdrawal of the 
Supreme Council and the Government of India from the influence 
of local opinion, a matter of ever-increasing urgency secondly, 
event* «, Bengal are apt to react on the Viceroy and tin Govern¬ 
ment of India to whom the responsibility foi them is often wrongly 
attributed. The connection is bad for the Government ol India, 
bad for the Bengal Government, and unfair to the other provinces 
whose representatives view with great and in< reusing jealousy the 
predominance ol Bengal. Further, public opinion iu halt utls .. hy 
no imeans always the same ns that which obtains el,rwhere in India, 
an d it is undesirable that the Government of India should be sub- 
tact exclusively to iU influence The question of jHOViding a sepa¬ 
rate capital Tor die Government of India has often been ..cbalcd, 
but generally witlf the object of finding a site where that Govern 
metit could 7 spend all seasons ol the year, such a S'lluttoi, would, 
of course, be ideal, but it is impracticable ) he various Mte* 
suggested are either difficult ol access or are devoid of hi-loncal 
Delhi is the only possible place It has splendid 
communications, it* climate is good for seven months in the yeflt, 
and its salubrity could be tasun-d at a reasonable cost, lHe 
Government of India would therefore be aMe to stay in Delhi from 
tho 7 *t of October to *e ist of May. whilst owing to the much 
neater proximity tbe animal migration u> and Irom Simla could be 

Educed in volume, would take up much less time and be far less 
costly. Some branches of the administration such os Railways 
and Posts and Telegraph* would obviously detree special benefit 
from the change to such a mitral position and the only department 
which as far as we urn see might be thought to suffer some incon¬ 
venience would be that of Ccmmereeand Industry, which would be 
kas closeiy in touch at Delhi with tlie commercial and industrial 
intereiu centred in Calcutta. # On the other hand, that department 
would be closer to the other commercial centres of Bombay and 
Karachi whose interests are sometimen opposed to those of LAicutia 
and would thus be in a better position to.deal impartially with the 
fUilWmv and commercial interests of the whole of India. The 
political advantages of the transfer it is impossible to over-estimate, 
Delhi is Still a name to conjure with. It is intimately associated 
in the minds of the Hindus with sacred legends which go back 
even beyond the dawn of the history. 

■ 


n in the plains of Delhi that the Pandava , 

out with the Kaurovas tbe epic sM^e recorded mtheM«___ 
™ t .‘d celebrated on the bank of the Jumna, the famous nver, 
which consecrated tbeir tule to Emptxa. ™a^Wl 

marks the site of city, which they founded and called Indrapnutha, 
barely three miles from the south gate of the modJn city t/odhu 
To the Muhammadans it would be a source of unbounded gratification 
to see the ancient capital of the Moguls restored to its proud pon- 
Ltoffie seat of Empire throughout India. As far South^tfce 
Muhammadan conquest extended every walled town bas its De lhi 
Gate,” and among the masses of the people, .t is s ill revered a. 
the seat of the former Empire. Ihe change would strike the 
imagination of the people of India as nothing else could do. It 
would vend a wave of enthusiasm throughout the country and would 
be accepted by all as the assertion of an unfaltering determma- 
tion to maintain British Rule in India It would he hailed with 
■oy by the Ruling Chiefs and races of Northern India, and would 
be warmly welcomed by the vast majority of IiTdians throughout 
the Continent The only serious opposition to the transfer which 
may be anticipated, we think, will come from the Eurojiean com¬ 
mercial community of CfclcuUa, who might, we fear, not regard 
the creation of a Governorship of Bengal as altogether adequate 
compensation for the withdrawal of the capital of India. 


The opposition will be qu.te intelligible, but we can no doubt 
count upon their patriotism to reconcile them to a measure which 
would greatly contribute to the welfare of the Indian Empire. 

The Bengalis might object to the proposals if it stood alone, for 
it will entail the loss of some of the influence which they now 
exercise owing to the Tact that Calcutta is the headquarters 
of the Government of India. But as we hope presently to show 
they should be reconciled to the change hy other features of our 
scheme which are s|)eCially designed to give satisfaction to Bengali 
sentiment and in these circumstances we do not think that they 
would be so manifestly unreasonable as Lo oppose it, and if they 
did it might confidently be expected that their opposition would 
raise no echo in the rest of India. Absolutely conclusive as these 
general considerations in favour of the transfer of the capital from 
Calcutta to Delhi in themselves appear lo be there arc further 
special considerations arising out of the present political situation 
in Bengal and Eastern Bengal which in our opinion renders such a 
measure peculiarly opportune at such a moment, and to these we 
wouid now draw your Lordship’s earnest attention. _ Various 
circumstances have forced upon us the t on. let ions that the bitterness 
ol feeling engendered by the Partition ol Bengal is very widespread 
and unyielding, and that we are by no means at an end of the troubles 
which have followed upon that measure. Eastern Bengal and 
Assam has no doubt benefited greatly by the Partiuon and the 
Muhammadans of the province, who form a large majority of the 
population, are loyal and contented, but the resentment amongst the 
Bengalis in both the provinces of Bengal, who hold most of 
the land, fill the prolessions and exercise a preponderating influence 
m public affairs ?s as strong as ever, though somewhat less vocal 
'I he opposition to the Partition of Bengal was at first based mainly 
on sentimental grounds, but as we shall show later in 
discussing the proposed modification ol the Partition, since the 
enlargement of the Legislative Councils and especially of the 
representative elemement in them, the grievance of the Bengalis 
has become much more real and tangible and is liki ly to increase 
instead of to diminish. Every one with any true desire for the 
peace and prosperity of this rour.try must wish to find some manner 
of appeasement if it is in any way possible to do so The simple 
rescission of the Partition and a reversirn to tbe status quo are 
manifestly impossible Both on political and .ulministtative 
grounds the old Province ol Bengal was unmanageable under any 
form of Government, and wc could not defraud illegitimate Apea*- 
tions of tbe Muhammadans of Eastern Bengal, who form the bulk ol 
Ihe population of that province and who have been loyal to the British 
Government throughout, the troubles without exposing ourselves to 
the charge of bad faith A settlement to be satisfactory and 
conclusive must—(i) Provide convenient administrative Obits; /a) 
satisfy the legitimate aspirations of the Bengalis j (3) duly lifeguard 
the interest ol the Muhammadans of Eastern Bengal and generally 
conciliate Muhammadan sentiment, and (4) be so clearly based upon 
broad grounds of political and administrative expediency a* to' 
negative any presumption that it lias been exacted by clamour or 
agitation, If the headquarters of tbe Government of India be 
transferred from Calcutta to Delhi, and if Delhi bp thereby made 
the Imperial Capital, placing the City of Delhi, and part of the 
surrounding country under the direct administration of the Goveht- 
meat of India, the following scheme which embraces three intet- 
de pen dent proposals would appear to satisfy all these condition*. 
To re-unite the five Bengali-speaking divisions, w, .die Presidency, 
Burdwan, Dacca, Rajslsshi and Chittagong Division* forming mm 
into a Presidency to be administered by a Goeemor-m-CcwndL 
The area of the province will be gpproximately 70,000 square ufkt 
and the population about 41,000,000 To create , a lieutaam* 
Govereorehip-iikCoundl to consist of Behar, Chdta Nagpur end., 
Orissa with a Legislative Council and a capital at Pitta*. The •*** 
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of the province would be apprpuMtely ,i 13,000 square miles end 
the population about 35,000,000. 

To restore the Chief Comraissionenhip of Assam. The area 
of that province would be about 56,000 square miles and the popu¬ 
lation about 5,000,000. We elaborated at the outset our proposal 
to make Delhi the future capital of India, because we consider this 
the key-stone m thq whole project, and hold that, according as it 
is accepted or not, our scheme must stand or fall; but we have 
still to discuss in greater detail the leading features of the other 
part of our scheme. 

Chief amongst them is the proposal to constitute a Govemor- 
bhip-in-Council for Bengal. The history of the BarUtion dates from 
1902 Various schemes of territorial redistribution were at that 
time under consideration, and that which was ultimately adopted 
had, at any rate, the merit of fulfilling two of the Chief purposes 
which Us authors had in view It relieved the overhurdened 
administration of Bengal, and it gave the Muhammadan population 
of Eastern Bengal advantages and opportunities of which they had 
perhaps, hitherto not had their fair share On the other hand, as 
we have already pointed out it was deeply resented by the Bengalis 

No doubt, scnumenL has played a considerable part 111 the 
opposition offered by the Bengalis, and, in saying this, we by no 
means wish to undertake the importanc e which -ihould hf* attached 
to sentiment, even if it be exaggerated It is, however, no longe 
a mattci of mere sentiment, but, rather, since the enlargement ol, 
flic Legislative Councils, one of undeniable reality In reform 
scheme days, the non-official element in the councils was sma 1 ! 
The representation ut the people has now lieen carried a long step 
forward and in the l^egislutivi Councils oi both the provinces of 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal the Bengalis find themselves in a minority 
being outnumbered in the one by Behans and Oonyas, and, in the 
oiher, by ihe Muhammadans of Eastern Hrngal and the inhabitants 
of Assam. As matters now stand, the BengiBis tan never excruse 
in other provinces that influence to which they considu themselves 
entitled by reason of their numbeis wealth and culture. 

r lhis is a substantial grievance which will be all the imuc 
keenly felt m the course of time. As the rtprost matin, t huracler 
of the Jlegislative Councils increase^ and with it the influence 
which Lhese assemblies exercise upon the condur. of public 
affairs, there is only too much reason to fear th.it. intend of 
dying down ihe bitterness of reeling will become more mid more 
acute 

It has frequently bcui alleged m the press th«l the Partition 
is the root cause'of all recent troubles 111 India, ami the ground 
nf political unrest in other parts of the ciunlry and notably 111 
the Deccan. The conditions before the Partition of Bengal look 
place disproved that assertion and w»i need not ascnbe to the 
Partition evils which have not obviously flowed from it It is 
certain, however, that U is in pail any rate responsible for the 
growing estrangement whreh has now unfortunately assumed a very 
serious character in many part- of the country between Muham 
madams and Hindus. We are not without hope, that a modification 
or the Partition which wt; now propose wil, 111 some degree at any 
rate alleviate this most regiettaoL antagonism. 

To sum up, the results antnipaP'd from the Partition have not 
been altogether realized, and the scheme as designed and executed 
could oidy be justified by success* Although much good work 
has been done in Eastern Bengal and Amm, and the Muhammadans 
ot that province have reaped the benefit of a sympathy!.* adminis¬ 
tration closely in touch with them, I hose advantage* hav^j been m 
a great measure cremterbalanted by the violent hosliluv which tl u 
Partition has aroused amongst the Bengalis for the reasons we have 
altendy indicated. We frd hound to admit that IDigah-, are 
labouring under a sense of real injustice which wc beheve it would 
be &o%na policy 19 remove without further dtlav 

The Durhar or December next affords \ unique occasion ol 
rectifying what is regarded by the Bengalis as a grievous wrong 

Anxious as we arc to tftke the Bengali reeling inLo account, 
we cannot overrate the importance of consulting at tlk same time 
tbe interests »nnd the sentiments of the Muhammadans of Eastern 
ftengof It must be remembered that the Muhammadans uf Eastern 
Bengal have at tbe present an overwhelming majority in point ol 
population, and that if the Bengali speaking Divisions wore 
amaJgamalted on the tines suggested in our scheme, the Muham¬ 
madans would still be m a position of approximate numerical 
equality with, or possibly of a small superiority over the Hindus. 
The future Province of Bengal moreover, will be a compart 
territory of quite moderate extent. The Govemor-in-Council will 
have ample time and opportunity to study the needs of the various 
communities committed to his charge. Unlike his predecessors, 
he will have a great advantage in that he will find ready to hand 
4t Dacca a second Capital with all the conveniences of ordinary 
provincial headquarters. He will reside there, from time to time, 
mst as the Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces frequently 
resides in Lucknow and he will, in this way/ be enabled to keep 
in dose touch with Muhammadan sentunenf and interests. 

/ 


It must also bo borne in mind that the interests of the Muham¬ 
madans will be safeguarded by the special representation which 
they enjoy in the legislative Councils, while, as regards repre¬ 
sentation on local bodies, they will be in the same position as at 
present. We need not therefore, trouble your lordship with 
the reasons why we have discarded the suggestion that a UUet 
Gmunissroner&hip, or a semi-independent Commissionership, within 
the new province, might be created at Dacca. Wo regard ic 
creation of a Governor in Council of Bengal as a very important 
feature of our scheme. It is by no means a new one. ine 
question of the creation of .1 Governorship was fully discussed 
m 1867 to 1868 by the Sicretary of State and the Government 
or India, and a Committee was. fuimcd on the intiative ot 
Sir Stafford Northcote to consider it, and that of the transfer ot 
the capital elsewhere. 

In tlie somewhat voluminous correspondence the most -aiient 
ixnnts that emerge are (1) that a Governership of Bengal would not 
be compatible with the presence in Calcutta or the Viceroy .aid the 
Gevuninuntuf India. (2) that had it been decided to create a 
Governorship of Bengal the question of the transfer of the capital from 
Cah uttn would hnvc been taken into consideration (3) that although 
a majority of the Governor-General in Council and the Lieutenant- 
Governor or Bengal (Sir William Grey) were in favour uf the creation 
of a Governorship, Sir John Lawrence, the Governor-General, was 
opposed to the proposal, but for purposes of better administration 
h! contemplated the curstitut.on of a Lieutenant Govemouhip of 
Behar, and the sepaiation • >! A^am from Bengal under ,i Chief 


Since the discussion of 1867 68 , considerable and very important 
changes have taken place in the constitutional development ol Bengal 
That l’rov nce has already an Executive Council, and the only 
change that would tliureloie be necessary lot the completion of this 
pari of our scheme is to be converted into a Governorship Particular 
arjngrmcnts have, from tunc to lime, been urged against the appoint 
inent ot .xGovernor from England. These wi re that Bengal, more than 
.uiy other province, n quires the head uf thr Government lo possess 
an intimate Knowledge o r Iiiciui and ol the Indian ]>eoplc, and that 
a statesman 01 politician appoir led fiom England, without.previous 
knowledge of India, would in no part iff the countiy find his ignorance 
j gieater’drawback, or be less ubie to rope with the intnearies of an 
exceedingly complex |**xiLion 

We have no wish to underi.itc tin- great advantage to an Indian 
ad nun 1 itmtor of an .ntimaie knowlulge ot the country and of the 
people he is 10 go Ain At the same time actual experience has 
shown thnl a Governor, carefully selected and appointed from 
England and <re, 1 rd I V a C'Uum i! can successfully administer a large 
Indian Province, and that a Province, sn administered, requnes loss 
supervision on the pari cl the Government of India I11 tins connec¬ 
tion we mav again icter to ihe correspondence of 1867-68 
and cite two'of the arguments employed by the late Sir Henry 
Maim 1 , when discussing the question ol a Council form of 
Government Tor Bengal They arc (1) that the system in 
Madras and Bombay has enabled a senes of men of no 
conspicuous ability to tarry on a difficult Government for a 
Lcutury with great success. (2) that the concession of a lull 
Governorship to Bengal would have 1 good effect on lsqgjisb public 
opin*on which would accordingly cl.ii', j to impose on the Govern¬ 
ment of India a responsibility which it is absolutely impossible to 
discharge. In view of the greaL difficulties connected with the 
administrate of Bengal, we attach the highest importance to 
these arguments. We are also convinced that nothing short of a 
fu 1 ! governorship would satisfy the aspirations of the Bengalis, 
and of the Muhammadans of Eastern Bengal. We know that as 
m die case of the Governorship of Madras and Bombay, the 
appointment would be open 10 members of the India Civil Service, 
although, no doubt, in practice, the Governor will usually be n-ciuited 
from England. 

On the other hand, one very grave and obvious objection has 
. been raised in the past to the creation ol a Governorship for Bengal, 
which we should fully share, were is not disposed of by the proposal 
which constitutes the kcjstone of our scheme Unquestionably 
a most undesirable situation might and would quite possibly arise, 
if a Governor-General of India and a Governor of Bengal, both 
selected from the ranks of English pubhemen were to reside in 
the same capital and be liable to he hrought in various ways into 
regrettable antagonism or rivalry This, indeed, constitutes yet 
anothei, mid in our opinion very cogent reason, why the Head¬ 
quarters of the Government of India should be transferred from Cal¬ 
cutta to Delhi. 


We now turn to the proposals to 1 reate a Lieutenant-Governor¬ 
ship in Council for Behar, ChnA Nagpur, and Orissa. We are 
convinced that if the Governor of Bengal is to do justice to the 
territories which we propose to assign to him and to safeguard the 
interests of the Muhammadans of his province, Behar and Chota 
Nagpur must be dissociated from Bengal. Quite apart however, from 
that consideration, we are satisfied that it is in the higbesr degree 
desirable to give the Hindi speaking people now included within 
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the province of Bengal, a separate administration. These people 
hate hitherto been joked with the Bengalis, and hive neve* therefore 
had a fair opportunity for development. The cry of Hehar for the 
Bnharis has frequently been raised in connection with the confemiriH of 
appointments in an excessive numbe^ of offices in Behar having t*#n 
held by Bengalis. The Behans are nurjy loyal people and it is a 
mutter of common knowledge that ^(though they have long desired 
sejoration from Bengal they refrained at the time of the Partition from 
asking for it, because they did not wiph to 10m the Bengalis in opposi¬ 
tion to the Government. There ha^jtnoreover, been a very marked 
awakening m Behar in re* enl years, and a strong belief has grown 
up among the Behans that Behar will never develop until it is 
di jiocmted from Bengal That belief will unless a remedy be 
fo ind, give rise to agitation in the near future, and the present 
iq on admirable opportunity to carry out on our initiative a thoroughly 
sound and much desired 'hange. The Ooriyos, like the Behans, 
have little in common with the Bengalis, and we propose »o leave 
Or ssa and the Sambalput district with Behar and Chum Nagpur. 
We believe that this arrangement will accord with popular sentiment 
in Orissa and will be welcome to Behar, as presenting a seaboard 
to that province Wc need hard!) add that we have considered 
vtuioui alternatives such as the making over o t hota Nagpur or of 
Orissa to the Gctilral Brovina % and the creation of a ( hicf 
tJoirnniMUinership instead of a Lieutenant-Governorship for Behar, 
Gbota Nagpur and Orissa, but none ot them seem to deserve 
’/lore than passing consideration, and \\v have therefore refrained 
front troubling your lordship wiih the overwhelming arguments 
against them We have also purposely icframud from d’seussing 
in thin de^putch questions of subsidiary importance, which must 
demand detailed consideration, when the main features n( the 
si heiilc arc sanctioned and wr are in .1 position to consul! the 
Local Governments concerned 

We now pass on to the Inst proposil, nz , to restore the Chief 
Lommistiionerslup of Assam. Thi^ would hi merely a reversion 
to the policy advocated by Sir John Lawiencc in 1SO7 r llus 
(tart of India is still in a backward condition and more fit for 
administration by a Chief Commissioner than a more highly 
developed foini of Government, and we may notice that this was 
the view which prevailed in when the question of transferring 
the Chittagong division and the Da* ch and Myimnswgh diMiii ts 
to Assam was fust discussed Events or the post 12 months 
on the frontiers or Assam and Burma have clearly shown ihe 
necessity of having the north east frontiei hke the l.orth 
west frontier morn dirctLly under the runt ml of the Government ul 
India and removed (ruin that of the Lorn! Govern mint Wc mu; 
add that wt do nut anticipate that any opposition will In. raised in 
this proposal wmeh moreover forms an esscniud pait of «hu scheme. 

We will now give 11 rough unlit .idem of thi mst ul the scheme. 
No attempt atuciuracy is pos&ihlc, beuiuse wc have purposely avoid¬ 
ed making enquiries, :u» ‘hey would be hkcly to result in dte prema 
lure disclosure of our proposals The cost ot the transfer lo Delhi 
would be considerable. We cannot ionce;ve, hnwevei, that a larger 
■urn than 4 million starling would be ncccv,ary, and witl„n that 
figure probably could be found the thiee yean interest on capital 
wnu h would have to be paid till the necessary works and buildings 
were completed We might find it necessary to issue a “Oly of 
Delhi M gold loon at 3 per cent,, guaranteed by the Government 
of India, the interest or the larger part of the interest un this Iuai 
being eventually obtainable i 1 om rent* taken in connection with % 
general enhancement of land values, which would ensue at Delhi, 
as a result pf the transfer. We should endeavour to secure some 
part of Ihf increment value which at Calcutta has gone «mo the 
pocket! of the landlords. < hher assets which would form a set off to 
the expenditme would be the gran rise of Government land at Delhi 
and its neighbourhood, anil a cousKlembie amount whu h would be 
r rail ted on the sale of (Government land and buildings no longer 
required at Calcutta. The proximity ol Dc l hi to Simla would also 
have the eflect of reducing the current expenditure involved 01 the 
annual move to and from Simla, 'Hie .utual railway journey from 
Calcutta to Simla takes 42 hours, wl ile Delhi can Ik* readied i n >m 
Sidija in 14 Uouri Further, inasmuch as the Government of 
ludia would be aide to stay longer in Delhi than ui Calcutta, the 
cost on account 01 the hill allowance would be reduced. We 
should also add that many of the works now 111 pi ogress at Delhi 
in connection w»ib die runstriKponof roads and railways aud the 
provision of electricity and water for th* Durbar And upon which 
a considerable expenditure has been tmurred will be of appreciable 
value to the Government ol Indio, as permanent works, when the trans 
fer is mode. As regards the remaning proposals, the recurring expend¬ 
iture will be that involved in the rrcalion of a Governorship for 
Bengal and a Chief Commisjioncrship for Assam. The pay and 
allowances Utktn together or the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
already exceed the pay of a Governor if appointed (?) would not we 
think be much beyond that required for the support of a body¬ 
guard and a band. Considerable initial expenditure would be 
required in connection with the acquisition of land for the con¬ 
struction of buildings for the new capital of Behar, and judging from 
the experience gained in connection with Dacca, we may assume that 


this will amount lo about 50 or 60 lakhs. Some further initial ex¬ 
penditure would be necessary ® connection with tbfiSurattter bead- 
quarters, wherever these may be fixed. 

Before concluding rtis despatch, we venture to say a few words 
as regards the need for a very early derision on die proposals we 
have put forward for your lordship's consideratioif It is manifest 
that if the transfer’ of the capital is to be given 1 fleet to the 
question becomes more difficult the longer it remains unsolved. 
The experience of the Inst two sessions has shown that the 
present Council Chamber in Government House in Calcutta fails 
total)v to meet the needs of the enlarged Imperial legislative 
Council, and the proposal to acquire a site aud to construct a Council 
< Chamber is already under discussion. Once a new Council Chamber 
is built, the position of ( alcutu as the capital cf India will be 
further strengthened, and consolidated, and though we aic convinced 
that a transfer mil, in any case, eventualh have to be made, li 
will then be attended b> much greater difficulty and still lurther 
expense Similarly, if ^omt modification of ihd partition i:, as we 
believe, desirable, th«- sooner it ii effected the better; but we do 
not see now it ran be safely effected with due regard for the 
public opinion of the rest ul India, and, more especially, for 
Muhammadan sentiment, 1 \cept as part of the larger scheme 
we have outlined. In the event of these fai-reaching proposals 
being sam tinned by His Majesty 5 Government, as we trust may 
U m the case, we are of opinion that the presence of H. M the 
king-Lmpc ror at Delhi would offer an unique opportunity for 
a pronouncement of one of the most weight) decisions ever taken 
sithl the establishment of British rule in Indm 

The other two proposals embodied in our scheme arc not of 
such great urgency, but are consequent!) essential and in them¬ 
selves of great importance. Halt measures will be of no avail, and, 
w h,never is 10 be done, should be done so us to make a final 
settlement, and lo saffafy the claims of all concerned. The scheme 
which wc have ventured to commend to your lordship’s favourable 
consideration is nut putforw.ud with any spirit of opportunity, 
but in the belief that action on th<? lines proposed will be a bold 
stroke of statesmanship, which would gi\c unprecedented satis¬ 
faction, and will for ev' j r associate so unique an event, as the 
visit of the reigning Sovereign to his Iiidirn Dominions, with a 
new’ eia m the history of India. 

Should the above scheme meet with the approval of your lord- 
sh.p, and his Majesty's Government, we would propose that the 
King-Kmperor should announo at the Durbar the transfer of the 
Capital from Calcutta to Delhi, and simultaneously, and as a 
consequent#* nt that transler, tin creation U an early date of a 
Governorship in Council fnr Bengal, and of a new Lieutenant- 
Governorship in Council for Behar, Chuti Nagpur and Orissa, 
with such adnunistiative < hunger arid redutubution of boundaries, 
as ihe Governor-General in (Council would iri due course 
determine, with a view to removing any legitimate cause for dis¬ 
satisfaction arising out of the I’axtilinn of 1905. 'I he formula ot 
such an announcement could be defined after a general sanc¬ 
tion had been given to the scheme This sanction we have now the 
honour to solicit from you/ lordship. 

Wc should thus be able, after the Durbar, to discuss in detail 
with the local and other authorities (lie best method of carrying out 
a modification of Bengal mr such bnyd and comireheusivc lines 
as to form a settlement that shall be final and satisfactory to all 

We have the honour to be, My Lord Maiquu, 

Your Ixirdslup'H most obedient servants, 

(bu.l HARDINGE PENSHCRST, 

„ O'MOORE CREAGH, 

„ GUV FLEETWOOD WIT.SON, 

„ J L JENKINS, 

„ K W. CARLYLE, * 

S H BUTLER, 

SAYID ALI IMAM, 

W. H. CLARKE. 


Lord Crewe’s Reply. 

India Okfick, London, /. 

To His Excellency the Right Hon- The Governor-General of 
IndiA in Council. 

My Lord,—I have received your Excellency's despatch, dated 
die asth of August last, and issued m the .Home Deportment, and 
I have considered m Council with the attentiqp due to the import¬ 
ance of its subject. In the first placet,you propose to transfer from 1 
Calcutta to Dehli the seat of tbe Government of India—a 
momentous change which, in your opinion, can be Odyocated cm its 
intrinsic merit!* add apart from the considerations which are dis¬ 
cussed in the latter passages of your despatch. Yop, point out with 
truth that many of the circumstance^ wm?h explain the selection of 
Fort William in the second half of the eighteenth ceritdr? ksthe 
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of the But India Company cannot now be adduced 
u arguments for the permanent retention of Calcutta u the capital 
of British India, while certain new conditions and developments 
seem to point positively towards the removal of the central Govern¬ 
ment to another position. Such a suggestion is in itself not entirely 
novel since it has often been asked whether the inconvenience and 
cost of an annual migration to the hill could not be avoided by 
, founding a new capital at some place at which Europcias could 
reside healthfully and work efficiently throughout the whole year 
You regard any such solution os impracticable, in my judg¬ 
ment rightly, and you proceed to describe m favourable terms, 
the purely material claims of Delhi for approval as the new centre 
of Government. There should bS undoubted advantages both in 
a longer sojourn at the capital than is at present advisable, and in 
the shorter journey 10 and from Simla, when the yearly transfer 
has to be made, while weight may properly be attached to ihe 
central situation of J)elhi and its fortunate position as a great ra’lway 
junction As you point out these acts of themselves ensure not 
a few administrative advantages, and I am not disposed to attach 
serious importance to the removal of the department of the 
Commerce and Industry from a busy centre like 1 alcutta For 
any official disadvantage due to this cause should be counter 
balanced by the gain of a wider outlook up U|»on the commercial 
activities of India as a whole From tne historical standpoint 
to which you justly draw attention, impressive reasons in suppoi t 
of the transfer cannot less easily be advanced Not only do the 
ancient walls of Delhi enshrine an Imperial tiaditiun comparable 
with that of Constantinople or with that of Rone itself, but the 
near neighbourhood nf the existing city formed the theatre for 
■'Some most notable scenes in the oldlime drama of Hindu history 
celebrated in the treasure-house of national qnr_ verse To the 
rares of India for whom the legends and records ot the past are 
drnfged with so intense a meaning, this resumption hy the para¬ 
mount power of I he scaL or venerable Empire should at once 
enforce the continuity and promise llie permanency of Ihitish 
Sovereign rule over the length and breadth of the t ni.nlry. Historical 
reasons will thus prove to be political reasons of deep importance 
and of real value in favour of the proposed change. 1 share too 
your belief that the ruling chiefs as a body will favour lhi policy 
and give to it their hearty adhesion iiui, however, solid may bo 
the material advantages which you enumerate, and however warm 
the anticipated response from IudiAu Msntimuil, it may bequcsti'im-d 
whether wo should venture to contemplate so abrupt a departure 
from the tiadiUuns of British Government and so lomplr.p a disloca¬ 
tion of settled official habits if we were able to regard will, absolute 
satisfaction the position as it eMsts at Calcutta 

Your Excellency is not unaware that for some tune jwtst I have 
appreciated the special difficulties arising from the collocation nl 
the Government of Indi.x and the Government of Jbnga* *n the 
same headquarters. The arrangemcni. as you frankly desrnlie 
it, is a had om foi both Govt mounts, and the Viceroy, for 

the time being is inevitably fared by this dilemma ihat cither 

he must become Govtrnur m-C hicf of Bengal in .i unique 

sense or he musl content to he saddled by puhlic opinion, 
both m India and at home, with direct liability for .utsol ad 
miniatTat'on or poht y over w hirji he only < veicivx, in fact, il e 
general control of a Supreme GovfTiiinqpt. 'Hue local Government, 
cm the othe r hand, iiecessarily*<uiffri ^ from losing some part of the 
sen&c of responsibility rightly attaching to u as to other simile 
admunst rations. It involves no .mpotaUor, either upmi your 

Excellency’s Government, or upon the Mis languished public servants 
who have carried on dir f l n vernment ol Bengal to pronounce the 
system radically an unsound one 

It might indeed, have taen I nought possible to .orrret this 
anomaly with a less disturbance of the present conditions by re 
taming Calcutta as#the cewtral seal oi Government, under the 
immediate control of the Viceroy and transferring tfle Government 
of Bengal elsewhere, but for two considerations, which appear to 
forbid the adoption of such a course. In the first place, it i.s doubt¬ 
ful whether the arbitrary creation c* an artificial boundary could m 
practice cause CaVulta, so long the capital of Western Bengal Lu 
Hjeasea'toJethCT to be a Bengali nty of The fullest sense \gain, the 
experitneut or turning the second city of the British Empire into 
An Imperial enclave would be certain to cast a new and aLtugetner 
undue burden upon the shoulders of the Governor General, however 
freely the actual work of administration might be delegated to sub 
ordinate officers. It is true that Washington, during the century since 
it bernmc the capital of the United States, has grown into a Urge 
and wealthy city with industries on a considerable scale, but, even 
now, it possesses less than a third of the population of Calcutta, 
while Ottawa and the new Australian foundation of Yas$ Canberra 
Ate Mkely to continue mainly as political capitals. Such a solution 
m^y, therefore be dismissed While no parallel difficulties need be 
dffeaded if Delhi and its surroundings are placed directly under the 
Government of India. I am glad to observe that you have not 
undented the objections to the transfer which ue likely to be enter¬ 
tained in some quarters. The compensation which will be offered 
to Bengal sentiment by other of your interdependent proposals is, 


in my opinion, fully adequate, and I do not think it necessary to 
dwell further on this aspect of the change. But it cannot bf 
supposed that the European community of Calcutta, particularly 
the commercial section, can regard it without some feeling of chagrin 
and disappointment in their capacity as citizens- But you may 
rely, I am certain, upon their wider patriotism and upon then 
willingness to local and personal considerations for those which 
concern the general good of India Nor, on lull reflection, need 
they fear any seriously untoward consequences. The city will 
remain the seat of a most prominent and influential Government. 

I see no reason why it should suffer in material prosperity, retaining 
as it will not merely an almost universal commerce, but the practical 
monopoly in more than one branch of trade, and from tne 
standpoint of sentiments nothing can ever deprive Calcutta of her 
asMK mtion with a century and a half of British Government, signal 
Used by many great events and adorned by the famous roll of those 
who have preceded your Excellency in the office of Governor-General. 
Such a history is a perpetual possession, and it will guide the steps 
of all travellers to Calcutta, not less, certainly, than has the p.esence 
of the supreme Government in the past. 

In view of this change, it is your desire that a Governorship 
in Council should be constituted for Bengal You remind me that 
the possibility of such a creation was folly discussed in the year 
1867, and 1868, although divergent opinions were expressed by the 
different authorities of chat day and no steps were in lact, taken. 
One of the principal objections ielt then, as now, to the proposition 
taken by itself, hinged on the difficulty of planting such an adminis¬ 
tration in Calcutta side by side with that of the Government of 
India The criticism is valid, but it would be silenced by-the 
transfer of the capital to Delhi 1 note with general agreement 
your observations upon the probable appointment in ordinary 
circumstances ol a statesmen or administrator from the United- 
Kingdom to the Governorship of Bengal While concurring that 
the appointment, like the other great Governorship, would be open 
to Members ol the Indian (.ivil Service whenever it might be desir- 
ib’e to seek for an occupant among their ranks, I also share your 
lonwctum Lliat no lower grade of administration would be held, in 
the altered conditions, to satisfy the reasonable aquations, either of 
Hindus or of Muhammadans, for the reputation and status of Bengal, 
among the great divisions of India 

In considering the urea which thi Goveruoi of a new Bengal 
should be called upon to administer, it is not neressary to re-call at 
length the steps Miu h led up to die Partition or the former Presi¬ 
dency, or to engage in deLailcd examination of Us results. It is 
universally admitted that up to the yeAr 1005, the task which the Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor of Bengal and Ins Kihordinates had to perform, 
having regard to the extent of the Presidency, iu its population and 
the difficulties of communication in many districts, was one wish 
which no energy nr capacity could completely cope. It is equally 
certain that the provincial centre of gravity was unduly diverted to 
Ihe western portion of the area, and to Calcutta itself, with the result 
that the Muhammadan community of Eastern Bengal were uninten¬ 
tionally deprived of an adequate share of consideration and attention* 
3uch a slate of affair was not likely to agitate public opinion on thi* 
side of ihc water. The name of Dacca, once so familiar ^ British 
cars, had become almost unknown to them. A re-arrangement of 
the administration At the instance of the Government or India was 
therefore almost imperative, but the plan Shat was ultimately ad¬ 
opted, while effecting some beneficial changes m Eastern Bengal and 
offering rebel to the overladen Government, produced consequences 
in relation to the Bengali jiopulaiion, which you depict will* accuracy 
and fairness 

History tew hes us that it hiu. somUimcs been found necessary 
to ignore local sentiment, or to override racial prejudice, in the 
mtereit of sound administration or in order to establish an ethical or 
political principle; but even where indisputable justification can be 
claimed, such an exercise of authority is almost always regrettable 
in'itself, and it will often he wise to grap an opportunity or 
assuaging the resentment which has been aroused where this 
can be done without practical detriment to order and good 
Government You point out, moreover that in case the grievance 
is not only one of sentiment, but that, in connection with 
the Legislative Councils, the Bengal) population is subject to 
practical disabilities which demand and merit some redress. 
In your Excellency's opinion 'he desired objects can properly 
be achieved by re uniting the fine Bengalee-speaking divisions 
of the Presidency, Burdwan, Dacca Rajshahi and Chittagong 
into the new Presidency, to be for the future administered 
by the Governor of Bengal in Council. 

At the same time, you lay desirved stress on the importance 
of giving no ground for apprehension to the Muhammadans of Eastern 
Bengal, lest their interests should be injuriously affected by the 
intended alteration. In common with others of their faith, they 
would presumably regard with satisfaction the re-erection of Delhi 
as the capital of Indio, but they would be primarily concerned with 
the local aspect of the proposals It is evident that in delimiting 
the now Presidency care 11 needed, to see that the balance of the 
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different population*, though it could not remain throughout the 
entire area as it stands at present in Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, is not mdely disturbed, and, as you point out, 
the special representation on the Legislative Councils, which is en¬ 
joyed by ttarMuhammadans, supplies them with a distinct safeguard. 

Jil this respect, I attach, however, no little importance to the 
proposal that the Governor of Bengal should regard Dacca as his 
second capital with full claims on regular attention, and his residence 
for an appreciable part of the year The arrangements which have 
been made there for the administration nf the existing Lieutenant- 
Governor will thus, not merely be utilised but will serve a valuable 
purpose which it would have been difficult to secure had the pro¬ 
posals in the "Gazette of India Extraordinary," 12th December ign, 
similar to those which you now make, been put forward when the 
whole Bengal was undivided In these circ umstances, I consider 
that you arc right not to make any suggestion foi a Commissioner- 
ship at Dacca analogous to that existing in Sind in the Presidency of 
Bombay. 

Your next proposition involves the creation of a Lieutenant 
Governorship in Cuunril for Behar, ( hotu Nagpore and Orissa. I 
observed that you have considered and dismissed a number of 
alternative suggestions for dealing with these three important And 
interesting 1 Jivisions. Some ol these schemes as your Excellency 
is aware have at different times been the subjects of discussion, 
when a rearrangement of boundaries has been contemplated, and i 
refrain from comment mg on any ol them ul this moment, holding as 
I do, that you have offered the plainest and must reasonable solution 
if any substantial change is to be made at all. The three sub- 
provinces above named, while differing inter se in some marked 
feature, are alike loosely connected with Bengal proper, And their 
complete administrative severance would involve no hardship to the 
Presidency, you describe. The desire of the hardy and law-abiding 
inhabitants of Behar for a clearer expression of their local individuality 
differing from the Bengalis as they largely do 111 origin, in language, 
m prodivites and in the nature of the soil they cultivate, Orissa, again,' 
with it* varicLy of races and physical condition, with its considerable 
seaboard and invcsiod with a peculiar sanctity of religious (radiiion, 
prefers a lode of land legislation founded nn a system ul tenure 
differing, in the main, foi those both of Bengal and of the Luniral 
Provinces and has long felt uneasiness at a i>msil)1e loss or identity 
as a district community. Thu Highlands of t'hota Nagpur, far iesb 
densely populated than Bengal, and containing a luige aboriginal 
element, also, possess ancestral and historical claims for separate 
treatment in various respects These three Subdivision*, with 
their combined populations of some 35 millions would form a change 
well within the compans of? 

By creating A Governorship, a may be assumed that the 
controlling officer would be able to Inflow continuous care and 
attention upon each of the Divisions within his urea All the con¬ 
cluding suggestions which you pul forward are that the Chief Comnn- 
ssbnernhip of Assam should be revived. I attach a weight to your 
argument that the political conditions on the north-eastern frontier 
of India render it desirable that like the norlhwst it should be the 
immediate concern of your Excellency's Govern inert rather than 
that of a local Administration. 

I note your belief which 1 trust may prove to lw well founded 
that the inhibiiantx of this jmivincc of first rate importance in industiy 
and commerce are not likely to offer any opposition to the change. 

On fjie contrary, they may lie disposed to welcome it, since- I 
am confident that the Superior Government would a&sidously preserve 
oil local interests, fither material or of sentiment, from any possible 
detriment, altnhutaMe to the altered system. 

i make no complaint of the fact that your Excellency is unable 
at this stage to present for sanction a close estimate of rim cust which 
is likely to be incurred in respect of thr various proposals included 
in your dcsputch, cither by wh.y of initial or ol recurring expenditure. 
You have only found it possible to name the round sum of four 
milWori* sterling, which you regard as the outside figure of cosL which 
could be incurred by the trailer 10 Delhi end you indicate your 
opinion that tbi« amowii might be raised by a special gold loan I 
agree that it wa* not pfrfeiblc for you in the special ciicumstancus of 
the case tq undertake the' investigation which would have 
been nwctssnry before you could submit even a general esti¬ 
mate of expenditure either at Delhi ot in relation tu the 
Governorship of Ih-ngal to the Lieutenant Governorship of the new 
United Pit* incus, or m the Chid CommiiaionerRhip of Assam. 'Hiis 
being so, I refram tor the present from making new observations on 
this part ol the subjert, mjarlJ' stating my general conviction that 
your Excellency is fully alive to the magnitude ot the proposed 
operations and to the necessity for thoughtful preparation and con¬ 
tinuous vigilance, and in order that the expenditure, which must 
necessarily be so large may be conducted with no tingle of wastefulness 
and, os regards the particular case of Delhi assuring you that my 
full sympathy will ot extended to any efforts you may make to prevent 
the holding ud against die Government of land which youd may find 
it necessary to secure for public purpose. 


I find myself in general agreement with jour Excellency when 
you state that if this policy is to be followed, it is imperative to avoid 
delay in cartyiny it into effect. Yon give substantial reasons for this 
opinion both on administrative and economical grounds, and though 
a number of the details remain for settlement, nwny of which must 
demand fareful examination and consultation, 'while tome may 
awaken differences of opinion, it is possible now to pronounce a 
definite opinion upon the broad features of the scheme Regarding 
it as a whole and appreciating the balance sought to be maintained 
between the different races, classes and interests, likely to be affected, 
I cannot recall in history nor can 1 picture in any portion of the 
civilised world, as is now exists, a senes of administrative changes 
of so wide a scope, culminating in the transfer of the main seat of 
Government earned out, as I believe, the future will prove, with so 
little detriment to any class of the community, while satisfying the 
historical sense of millons aiding the general work of the Govem- 
ment and removing the deeply felt grievance of many I therefore 
give general sanction to your proposals and f share in your belief 
that the transfer of the capital and the cummitant features of the 
scheme from a subject worthy of announcement by the King-Emperor 
in person on the unique and eagerly anticipated occasion at 
Delhi. I am commanded to inform you that at the Durbar on the 
12th of December His Imperial Majesty will be pleased to declare 
that Delhi will become Lhc capital city of India, that a Governor-in* 
Council will be appointed for Bengal, a Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council for Behar, Cbola Nagpur and Orissa, and a Chief 
Commissioner for the province of Assam 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient and humble servant. , - 

CREWE. 


Debate in Lords and Commons - 

In the House of Commons on the nth Ifercmber Mr. Asquith 
made a < oiRniunicalioLi, amid cheers, of the King's announcement 
at the Durbar. 

Mr ilonar Law considered the announcement contained changes 
of the uLmost gravity in the Government or India, ath.1 laid that he 
was sure Mr. Asquith would be the first to recognise that these 
changes ought to be discussed. He doubted, however, whether a 
discussion ut the present moment would be to the public advantage, 
because His Majesty was in India, and it would he very undesirable 
that there should he any discussion even seeming to criticize Hu 
Majesty’s personal act Mr. Asquith agreed with the necessity 
for thr discussion of the changes, but said it was undesirable until 
members had had ample opportunity of reading the document, 
and of considering all the arguments therein, and particularly while 
His Majesty was absent. 

In the House of Lords, Lord Lansdowne said he doubted 
whether the House had ever listened to a more important statement 
than that made by Lord Morley who, his Lordship declared, did 
not say Loo much His Majesty'* Councillors, continued Lord 
Lansdowne, had obviously advised the changes in order to signalise 
the visit by a conspicuous measure which would be gratifying and 
acceptable to His Majesty's Indian Subjects, and constitute a land¬ 
mark in die history of India. LorjJ lansdowne thought nobody 
would question the policy of commemorating the visit by a great 
bencficient measure, but said that these changes would raise such 
grave issues that no consideration would JusLify us in pissing a hurried 
judgment, depriving us of the right of freely criticizing hereafter. 
l«ord lansdowne declared that the transfer of the Capital from 
Calcutta to Delhi involved the uprooting of many traditions which 
though perhaps they did not carry us into very remote post, were 
nevertheless deeply seated in the sentiment of a vast pvt of the 
Indian community. After referring to a "solid Bengali Province, 
reversing I<ord Curzon's policy," Lord Lansdowne described the 
changes as great, sudden and violent; but said that what made then} 
exceptionally important was the fact that they were connected with 
the personal intervention of the Sovereign. That was a very, serious 
matter, said Lord Lansdowne. After referring to the feelings of 
great elation and great disappointment that the changes would evoke 
in India, Lord Lansdowne said the changes would certainly prorokc 
criticism , but ventured lo suggest that this was not the moment for 
examining the question. He said - 11 We are within a few days of the 
end v r the Session, and the subject is a most complex and moot 
difficult one, even for those with some experience of Indian adminis¬ 
tration. Apart from that, I cannot help feeling that, if we enter 
upon a critical discussion, it might be .difficult to avoid a jarring 
note, which nobody would like to strike at {posent,* Continuing, 
Jx>rd Landsdowne said ; " The word of the Efflpetor paMfrfl 

is irrevocable. We must defer discussion.” He then, intimated that 
he would later ask for an opportunity of discussing the -matter with 
the utmost freedom. 

Lord Curzon also spoke. He first mode reference^ the departure 
from the accepted policy, and then sold : " The change* boar* al-tpR 
in one respect, so strong a political flavour, and (tamp are nrreitod 
with so novel and unprecedented a character being planed at a turn 
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t on the lips of the Sovereign, that they demand the 
’doeest scrutiny. However, at the present moment, I do not desire 
to strike a discordant note. A still graver consideration than that 
of its being the end of Session is, that the King is still in India in 
fmnuance of a tour which we all desire should be attended by 
circumstances of fongratulation and success. I concur with Lord 
Lansdowne'i advice, though not without hesitation. 1 hope your 
Lordships will devote the fullest deliberation, without favour and 
without prejudice, to these momentous changes m the light of the 
reception which public opinion gives them, at the first favourable 
moment in the new Session. 1 ' 


The Garden Party. 

(From the 11 Englishman's" Special Correspondent.) 

Coronation Durbar, Dec 


> 3 - 

Their Majesties' Garden Party at the Fort this afternoon was 
•a brilliant gathering. The scene inside had a more beautiful 
setting than that of the Hayat Baksh Garden, which has been 
recently restored under directions given by Lord Curzon around 
the lovely buildings which give Delhi its architectural fame. 
TTieir Majesties arrived at the Fort shortly before 4 o'clock and 
walked through the grounds mingling with their guests They took 
especial pleasure in shaking hands with their little pages The 
Queen wore a dress of mauve silk brocade and the King was m 
undress uniform. While going through the Fort Their Majesties 
visited the Arts Exhibition in the Museum and took great delight in 
jhem After strolling through the grounds Their Majesties robed 
tEethselves in Coronation robes and wearing their Crowns they stood 
on the screened platform of the Musammam Burj, the octagonal tower 
from which the Moghal Emperors daily showed themselves to the 
people below A great shout went up from the thousands of pilgrims 
gathered on the Bela below for the Badbhahi Mela. For an hour 
and a halt the King and Queen watched the people passing belore 
them in procession. The people came from various provinces 
and Native States, carrying banners which indicated the places they 
came from, and wearing brightly coloured turbans they presented a 
wonderful scene of colour and movement Diru tly below the thrones 
sat Ulemas and Pundits and a Muhammadan poet advanced and 
recited a Persian ode of welcome It is estimated that about 
a million people were on the plain, whilst the guests at the garden 
party numbered something like 4,000 

At dusk there was a display of fireworks and the whole city 
and hort were brilliantly illuminated The city walls and (he beauti¬ 
ful gates of the Fort weie outlined with lights, urd the white 
marble of tie buildings in the Fort enclosure looked exquisite 
marked out m electric lights The Jemma Musjid and all the 
principal buildings, as well as the lailway budge across the river, 
were outlined in flame. 

After the durbar yesterday thousands of Indians were admitted 
to the amphitheatre and they kifeeu tire tiirone on which 'I heir 
Majesties sat. 

Badsliahi Mela. 

f 

To the east oF the Delhi For: is a last plain with the river 
Jumna, at this time of the year a mere stream, as a boundary This 
plain is the Bela, and on it is being held the Badshahi Mela, or 
people’s fete. Such mrkta, in days of old, were held by Kings, so 
thAt the site has been happily chosen ’The "ccne to d.i> is anaong 
A few months ago there was nothing excqrt a mass of rank jungle 
with* a fool river cut zigzagging through it- 0 gur^cous home for 
mosquitoes and the ^pntinual desjtair ot the doctors. The Bela 
looks like an English Park. It h carpeted with*’ grass and trees 
previously almost hidden in the jungle now stand out as pleasant 
landmarks, while all traces of the ulrl river cut have disappeared. 
It has not b$en without much labour and energy that this marvellous 
transformation ^ has taken place 'The Badshahi Mela has been 
otyinvzed by Sir Iauus Daiie, IAeutermtt-Governor of the Punjab, 
and in spite of the fact jt was only decided upon uro days before 
Sir Louis bad to leave for England far lour months under medical 
advice, by his well-known energy and power 01 raising enthusiasm in 
those working under his order everything has been got ready m time 
and the Badshahi MeU with its many distinctive features stands as 
one of the greatest events of the Cororation Durbar. 

On the walls of the Fort and looking towards the river from 
which the Emperon of old used to grant the 11 darshan,” t.e., showing 
their persons before the multitude there, this afterndon The* 
Imperial Majesties, at shout 4 o'clock appeared in full Coronation 
tahe*, wearing their crowns and down the roads themselves at this 
moment came organised parries representing all Native States and 
Districts within 30b miles of Delhi, with special contingents from far 
districts with bands playing and banners and flagsflying and pro- 
<ctcd*d slowly nst their Sovereign. The Spontaneous enthusiasm of 
the cheers and shouting and pational cries that went up whh one 


continuous roar to greet the Sovereign, whose coming has been 
eagerly looked for, was marvellous. Many have been the opportu¬ 
nities in this Durbar for Indiana of wealth and position to see 
His Majesty and his consort, but for the poor tiller of ihe soil the 
Badshahi Mela has been specially conceived to give the working 
doss an opportunity they have so desired. The entrance to the Mela 
is free and any real check of numbers is impossible, but the crowds this 
afternoon must have approached the enormous total of half a million 
Many outsiders have been camped there since the 10th, and Sir 
Louis Dane, not forgetting that many have taken days on the 
journey, has arranged for every conceivable amusement that appeals 
to the Indian peasant 

The King-Emperor and Delhi City. 

Coronation Durbar, Dec 13- 

Two important and influential deputations waited upon His 
Majesty the King-Emperor this morning and presented their address 
of welcome. Mr Lawson, Sheriff headed the Madras deputation 
and Mr. Barron, President of Delhi Municipal Committee, 
headed the other deputation The Members were presented to 
the King-Emperor. 

The following reply was given by the King-Emperor to the 
address from the Delhi Municipality: — 

11 The Queen-Empress and I thank you most heartily for the , 
kind sentiments or welcome and goodwill to which your address 
gives expression. A few months ago we feared lest the occasion 
of our visit Lo India might be marked by a serious scarcity due to 
a period of unusual drought, thus causing grievous calamity to the 
large majority <A my Indian people, whose prosperity so closely 
depends upon an abundant rainfall and upon the produce of 
agriculture. I am thankful that the scarcity has been restricted in 
extent and that, owing lo better communications and the extension 
of irrigation, fa nun e to-day is no longer the dreaded of past genera¬ 
tions. I am glad to know that m other directions the agricultural 
position of India has improved. Tty; culmator has always 
been patient, laborious, and skilful, though his methods have 
been based upon tradition. Latterly the resources of science 
have been brought to bear upon agriculture and have demon¬ 
strated in a very short time the great results that can be 
secured by Us application not only in the actual improvement 
of the land bet in dealing with the diseases of livestock 
and also with those insecl pests which are such formidable 
enemies of the tiller of the soil. If the system of co-operating can 
be introduced to the full, I foresee a great and glorious future for the 
agricultural interests of this country. We greatly appreciate the 
successful ciTortsmade to beautify and prepare your city lor our visit. 
At the same time I know how during the past 20 years you have not 
neglected sanitary reform. Steady progress with your drainage 
system has had most happy results, and the supply of pure water which 
you have secured has justified its heavy cost in tha immunity thereby 
given from cholera and other epidemic diseases. The unusual 
freedom from malaria which Delhi has enjoyed this yeai is, I 
understand to be ascribed largely to the clearance and drainage of 
the Bela by which a jungle swamp has been converted ^nto an 
extensive park. L most earnestly trust that these lessons may be 
more universally understood and utilised to ensure the better 
health and greater safety of my Indian subjects. 'The remedy for 
protection from those terrible visitations of plague, malaiia and 
cholera ruusL be sought in the action of the peopje them¬ 
selves and their leaders in cordial co-operation with the 
scientific efforts of the authorities. Considerable progress has been 
made by research and of the study of local conditions os to the 
cause ot these scourges but much remains to be done, above all 
in the education of the masses, teaching them to understand and 
adopt precautions dictated by elementary hygiene and domestic 
sanitation for heir protection and welfare We have looked for¬ 
ward with keen pleasure to the prospect of revisiting your ancient 
and famous city which, os your address reminds us, has been {he 
scene of events memorable in the history of this country and some 
of them intimately associated with my House and 1 hrene. in the 
future it will be bound to us by yet closer Lies ITic tradition of 

your city invest it with a peculiar charm. The relic of dynasties 
of bygone ages that meet the eye on every side, the splendid 
palaoes and temples which have resisted the destroying hand 
of Lime, all these bear witness to a great and illustrious past. 
Seeking a more < entrol spot for the seat of the Government of 
India, these traditions and characteristics conduced in no small 
degree to the decision which I have; so recently announced that 
from this time forth Delhi shall be the capital of our Indian 
Empire. At the same time 1 wish to bear testimony to the care 
with which the Government of the Punjab during Lhe fifty years 
since Delhi was incorporated 111 that Province have developed 
this beautiful city while doing their utmost to preserve its histone 
monuments and thus preparing the city of Delhi tor its restoration 
to its former proud position of the captital of the Indian Empire. 
This change will necessitate considerable administrative rearrange- 
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menu, but I am assured that the Imperial dty may anticipate 
from the Imperial Government a care for its ancient monuments 
and a ’Solicitude for its material development by no means 
leas than the Provincial city of Delhi has in the past received from 
the Provincial Government. I pray that the Empire of which Delhi 
is now the capital nuiy ever stand for peace and progress, justice and 
prosperity! and that it may add to the traditions of youT city 
still brighter chapters of greatness and glory. 

r 

Mofussil Celebrations. 

1 1ik following accounts of the celebrations of the Durbar day in 
the various divisions and districts of Bengal have been forwarded 
by the Bengal Secretariat for publication :— 

lhe Coronation was celebrated with great enlhusiusm in all 
fiarts of the districts At Krishnagar the Royal Proclamation wits 
read before a large assembly, honours were announced and certificates 
of honour distributed. After this medallion? were given to the 
schoolboys and clothes to the poor l^ater in the day the festivities 
consisted of sports and the distribution of sweetmeats to school¬ 
boys, while in the evening there was a display of fireworks and 
the town was brillianlly illuminated. Through the liberality of 
Maharaja KAhanniah Chandra Roy, 3,000 poor people were fed. 
Similar festivities were held at the Sub-1 livisiunal headquarters 
of Chuadanga, Kustia, Maharpur, Kanaghat and in all the towns 
and villages in the district. Presidents of panchayats showed 
great zeal in organising celebrations within their unions. 

At r*ahcm Sarai and at Samastipui and Madhubani Durbars 


durbars were well attended and the same ceremonial as that 
observed at Howrah were gone through. The Proclamation was 
read, the portrait of the King-Emperor was exhibited in $06 villages 
throughout the district, and in most places local celebrations were held. 
There were illuminations in practically every. village and bonfires 
in a large number of villages. Local subscriptions srere supplemen¬ 
ted by grants from the District Coronation Fund, and a large 
number of persons came forward to feed the poor and entertain 
school children. The celebrations in the school were a special 
feature of the occasion About 20,000 medallions in all were dis¬ 
tributed to school children and a treat was given in almost every 
school in the district. The money raised for this purpose was also 
supplemented by contributions from the District Coronation 
1 und Both at the readuig of the Proclamation in the villages and 
at the treats to school children speeches were made dealing with 
the benefits of British rule in India and explaining the interest 
which our present, and late Sovereigns, have taken in the welfare 
of the country. On the w hole the celebrations in the district were 
most successful and a very large percentage of the population must 
have taken part in them. 

Reports of celebrations of the Durbar Day have poured in 
from all parts of the country in such numbers that to enumerate 
merely the names of the places at which the occasion has been 
commemorated would be sorriething like reproducing a Gazetteer 
of India. It must suffice to say generally that in eve*) town and 
village throughout the Length and breadth of the Und the day waa 
celebrated with the utmost enthusiasm, officials and local residents 
joining heartily in the proceedings 


The Coronation Durliar cclehmtions were successfully carried 
out in the town of Cuttack A noticeable feature of the celebrations 
waa the procession of Garjat chiefs and other notables on 45 
elephants. 'lhe poor were led and medallions were distributed to 
school Children who were also entertained. In the villages the 
Proclamation was read out and the portrait of His Imperial Majesty 
displayed, while in the evening the town and villages were 
illuminated Thoroughout the iksLnct the celebration was character¬ 
ised by great manifestations of loyalty amongst all classes, while 
prayers for the King-Empcrur and Queen-Empress were offered 
by all communities. 

The Coronation festivities in the town of Hazaribagh were 
apread over several days. O11 Decembei 7th and 9th sports weic 
arranged for school children and the general public O11 December 
9th the school children were entertained while on 1 Jeccrnber 10th 
1 oop of the poor were fud On December nth the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner gave a garden party And a torchlight entertainment. On 
December 12th every clrjs of the community enthusiastically helped 
to make the celebrations a success. Public prayers were offered, 
medallions distributed to the school children and in the evening the 
town was illuminated. The Raja of Rain^huT assisted in die cele¬ 
brations by giving an evening party. Theatrical performances weie 
also given during the week at the Reformatory and at the Beharee 
and Bengal Chiba in the town. Similar programmes were carried 
out it Giridih and Chapra, while the Mica Association at Kodtima 
organised special ceremonies. The landlords throughout the district 
did all in their power to make the celebrations a sm cess, and tV 
general manifestations (if loyalty towards the person of the Kirg- 
Empcror was most impressive, 

lu Howrah town subscriptions amounting to about Rs. 14,000 
were raised, and in addition to this two public spirited gentlemen, 
Babu Hardat R 3 u Chamna and Bftbu Sereda Charon Chatterji, 
undertook respectively the feeding of the poor and the 'rest to school 
children at their own expense. The proceedings opened with a 
Durbar on the Ho wish Maid.tr which was attended by about 500 
penpje. At this Durbar the Royal Proclamation was teal, honours 
were announced, certificates of honour were distributed, and the 
usual ceremonies were perfonned It was attended by the East 
thdIKn Railway Volunteers who fired a ftu </>•/. k. After the Duihar 
medallions were distributed to nearly 3,000 school children on the 
Howrah Maidan by thw Disrric; Magisiiale and the Deputy Magis¬ 
trate. The children of other schools in Howrah, numbering about 
17,000, had the«r medallions distributed to them beforehand at the 
various school? by the Head Masters. In the afternoon about 6,000 
poor ncople were fed and about 8,000 school children were enter¬ 
tained and supplied »ith sweetmeats, etc. , in the evening there 
were entertainments of all kinds, including fireworks, torchlight 
procession, bioscope, circus, ^theatrical and juha preformar.ee, 
mutches, ktrtvi, a concert and dance and a bonfire. The 
illumination* were on a very extensive scale and the effect 
produced wus cm client. It was estimated that from 30,000 to 40,000 
fteoplr partii ipatcd in the celebrations in Howrah and they certainly 
shotted pTcat cinlui>uvrn anil thoroughly realised the significance! of 
the occasion. 

In the district. Durbars were held at Hubert* by the Sub- 
DirfSTow) Olficcr and si Anna by (he Scmof Munsiff Both the 


The following is Her Majesty's reply to .in address from Indian 
ladies.— 

The beautiful spirit of your welcome affects me deeply, and 
I trust that those who meet me here l>day will themselves 
accept and convey to the sisterhood of their great Empire my warm 
thanks for their gentle greeting and sincere homage. 

1 desire to assure you all of my ever-incicoring solicitude fur 
the happiness and welfare of those who live “ within the walls.’* 

Tne pages of history have set forth wh«t splendid influences 
lor pood can be brought to bear in their homes by the women of 
India, and the annals of noble races are coloured by acts of devoted 
fealty and magnificent service os fruits ul the lesson instilled by 
mothers in the hearts and minds of their children. 

1 have learnt with deep satisfaction the evolution which is, 
gradually but surel) taking place amongst the inmates of the purdah 
and I am convinced that you all desire to encourage education 
amongst your children, so that they miy grow up fitted to become 
useful and cultivated companions to their future husbands 

The jewel you have given me will ever be very precious in my 
eyes, and whenever I wear it, though thousands of miles of land 
and sea separate us my thoughts will fly to the hornet) of India, 
and create again and again thin happy meeting, and recall the love 
your tender hearts have yielded me. 

Youi jewel shall pass to futdre generations an an Imperial 
heirloom and always stand Sus a tuke^i of the first meeting of an 
English Queen with the ladies ol lnfi.11. 

I thank you for your congralillations, and lor ihe good wishes 
expressed by y )u, towaids the king-Emperor and myself, and join 
my prayers to yours lor the strength, unity, and ncll-being of the 
Empire. • 


The Honours Li5t. 

We give below some of the Coronation Honours announced mi; ’ 
the occasion of rhe Durbar ■ 

IMPERIAL ORDER OF CROWN OF INDIA, 

The Marchioness of Crewe. 

The Begum of Bhopal, 

The Maharani Shn Nundkunvarha of Bhavntgar. 

BARONETCY. 

L’he Hon. Sir Sassoon Jacob David . , 

G. C 5 . I. ■ 

Sir George Clarke, Governor of Bombay. 

Sir Arthur Lawley, lately Governor of, Madras 

Sir John Hewett, President, Coronation Durbar Committee. > 

The Maharaja of Bikaner. 

The Maharao of Kotah. 1 

Sir O’Moore Creagb, CornmoudeMfrCbief. 

The Maharaja of Kapunhala, \ 

The Nhoro of Hyderabad. I \ 

The Agt Khan. 1 * ’ , 


were held. In the spurts and illuminations which followed evi rybody rr. p 1 r I- I 1. 

joined and great enthusiasm prevailed [ he Ulieen-JUlipfeSS and Indian LadieS* 
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K. C. S. I* 

Mr. Leslie Porter, Lieutenant-Governor of the United Province!. 
Mr. J. L. Jenkins, Member of the Viceroy's Executive Council. 
Mr. S. H. Butler,* Member of the Viceroy's Excutive Council 

Mr. R. W. Carlyle, Member of the Viceroy's Executive Council. 

The Maharaja of Kishengarh 

,Mr. R. H Craddock, Chid Commissioner of Central Provences. 

, Mr James M Douie, Fi at Financial Commissioner of the Panjab. 
l? Mr. J S. Meston, Fanancial Secretary to the Government of India, 

f Mr B. Robertson, Secretary to the Commerce Department, Govern¬ 
ment of India. , 

Mr. R. A. Umb, Ordinal Member bf Council of the Gover- 
i nor of Bombay. 

The Maharaja of Burdwan. 

Mr E G Colvin, Governor-General's Agent, Rajputana 
'f* Sir T. R. Wynne, Chairman of the Railway Bojird 
^Surgeon-General I.ukis, Director-General Indian Medical Service 
Mr S Ismay, Chief Justice, Mysore 

Mr G C Walker, Financial Adviser, the Nei/ain’s Government 
Mr. A. A Apcar, of Messrs. Apcar and Co Calcutta 
1 The Raja of l)har. 

The Raja of Dew as (Senior Branch ) 

Surgeon-General Trevor, P M O. in India. 

Thf Maharaja of Bhutan 

C S 1. 

Mr. M 11 (Jhaub.il, M *111301, Executive Council, Bombay 
All Imam, Member, Viceroy's Executive Council 
Mr. W. H. Clark, Member, VicernCs Executive Council. 

Mr V Krishna*warn 1 Iyer, Member, Executive Council, Madras. 

Zulfikar Ah Kiwi of Malerkotla 1 

Nawab Faridun Jang Bahadur of H/Jeiahad 

Mr. A M. Ilusiain, Private Secretary to the Mi/am 

The Raja ot RiIamhie. 

The Chief of Lakhtai (Kathiawar) 

Mr. M. M. J. N Nnnbalkar, (Jhief of PhalUn 
Dr, J C Bo^c, Presidency (College, Calcutta 

G. C. I E. 

The Maharaja of Kashmir 

Sic Louis Dane, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab 
The Mih:.raj.i ot Kolhapui. Bombay Presidency. 

'Ihe Maharaja Sri Rao Sir Yenkatosvcta CIiaIa pathi Raoia Rao of 
Bobbili. 

Colonel Sir Arihur John Bigg<. 

Baron Stamford ham 

Sir Guy Fleetwood Wilson, Member, W^oy* Council. 

Sur John Newell Jordan, Minister Plenipotentiary, Peking 

Maharaja Sir Patch Sn gh of Udaipur 

Mahaiaja D hi raja 01 Patiala 

Mir Imam Bolrsh Khar of Khairpur. 

Raja Sri Si 1 Rama Vi rma of Cochin 
Nawab Sir KLwaja Salunulla of IJacca 
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Mr Frederick Willuu.i Duke, orring Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 
Mr. Archdale Earle, Home Secretary 

Mr. Charles Stewarl Wilson Director-General of the Post Offices 
Major-General Malcolm Henry Stanley Grover, Aimy Department, 
Secretary. 

Mr Chiijles Raitt rieveland, Ihr^itor, Criminal Investigation 
Department. # 

Ueulenant General Sir Douglas Haig, Chid of tlvj Genera 1 Staff 
Sri Kontimvfl Nanvunharaja Wadiyar flaiudur, Yuvar&ia of Mysore. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hugh Daly, Resident in Mysore 
Mr. Henry Parsall Burt, Manager. North- Western Railway. 

Mr James Huusbemaynt OuBuuiay, Private Secretary to the Victruy 
Mahar&j-Adhir&j Sipadar-ul-Mulk of Charlctian State, Bundelkhand 
Mr. Rajendra Nath Mulurji, of Messrs Ma tin and Co, Calculi a 
Li^Uttuanl-Colorel Henry Becaufoy Tnomhil Inspecting Officer 
of Cantonments. 

Mr. Gungadhar Madho Chitnavis, Additional Member of the 
imperial Legislative Council. 

The Nawab of Jaora Siatr^ Central Indta. 

Raja Ram Singh of Sitataau State 
1 Amarsinhj! Banesinhiji of Vankaner. 

Dr. Ram Krishna Copal Bhandorkar of Poons. 

Mr. Michael Filose, Secretary to the Maharaja of Gwalior. 
Rear-Admiral Sir Colin Keppel, R. N. 

Surgeon-General Arthur Mudge Branfoot, 1 . M. S, retired, 

Mr John Stanley, lately Chief Justice, Allahabad, 
jfe Saint Hitt Eardley Wilmtt, lately lospector-G^eraJ of Fbrests. 
I-tfcotetianfcCelonel Percy Zachariah Cox, Political Resident Persian 
, GuV. / 


Mr. Francis Edward Spring, P, W. D., utited. 

Mr. William Arthur Dring, Agent, E. I. R. 

Maharaja Sn Vickhama Deo, of Jeypore,' Madras Presidency 
Maharaja Thotab Namgue of Sikkim. 

Rang Sheoray Singh, ofThalari. 

Raja hhaban All Khan of balivnpur, Oudh 
His Highness the Maharaja Sir Jey Singh Bahadur of Alwar 
Maharaj Raghunath Singh Bahadur of Partabgarh, Rajputana 
The Raja of Rajpipla, Bam bay Presidency. 

Dewan Bahadur Seth Kasturchand Dago, Banker, Central Provinces. 
The Maharaja Sawai Saganu Singh of Bijiwar, Bundelkhand. 
General Mowbray 'Thompson, lately of Bengal Infantry. 

HONORARY K- C. I E. 

General Alhut llautum Schindler, lately of the Persian Foruign 
Offi( e 

Sheikh Buharah, Bm-Subali, Ruler of Kowcit. 

C. I E 

Lala Shto Prasad, of Delhi. 

Khan Bahadur Mian Rahim Shah Kakakhel 
Nawab Mirra M-ihcb Hussain of Lucknow 
Riu Kn&han Sab Bahadur, of Naim Tal 
Nawab Abdul Majid, Barrister, Allahabad 
Mr Har Prusad Shastn, lion Magistrate Bengal. 

Nam. ih Rawer Khan, of Baluchistan. ■ 

Dewan Januat Rai, of Baluchistan. 

Maharaj Kumar Sxlkcong Tulku, of Sikkim 

Nawab Muhamnied Salamullah Khan of Deulgliat, Central Provinces. 

Maharaj Reghurath Singh, of Dliasuks. 

Mauls 1 Saiyid Muhamnied Nasaruddm, Bengal Education Depart¬ 
ment, 1'“tired 

Mr M 13 Dodnbhny, Additional Member of the. Imperial Council. 
Spwai K.10 Raja Raghunath Rao Dinhar, Political Secretary to the 
Maharaja of Gwalior 

Pundit Kaila* Naraycn Haksar, Pri/ate Secrtary to the Maharaja of 
Gwalior, 

Mok^hayundam Vivesvaraya, of Mysore Public Works 
Jamindm ju^raj, I'uinn andai\t nl Mysore Troops 
Rai Sahcb Dew-an Ai.wr Nath of Kashmir, 

Raja Auulheudrp Bahadur Singh, uf Kothi. 

Krishna Pao Wai'ideo Mulye, of Indore 

Rajkumir Hancrji, C S, of Cochin 

Sardar Shnnishu Singh, of Jhind 

Balm GurbaVsh Singh, Beni, of Rawalpindi District 

Sardar Naoroji Pudamji of Poona 

Vala Talisman Meran, Tetpur, Bombay 

G. C. V. O 

Maharaja Sir Pertab Singh, Regent of Jodhpore 
The Nawab of Rampur 

K C V O » 

The Nawab of Pahasu 
Colonel Aslam Khan 

C V O 

Balwant Rao Blmiya Si mdia of Gwalior. 

Vtimslu A?i/uddin. # 

MEMBER, FOURTH CLASS VICTORIAN ORDER. 

Rai Rahadui Ganga Rain, lately Punjab Public Works 
Muhammad All, jf Gwalior. 

Malik I'mu Umar Hayat Khan, Indian Herald 

MKMR 4 R OF THE VICTORIAN ORDER SIXTH CLASS. 

Blrni Ram Singh, of I^ahore 
All Husain, 2nd Gwalior Infantry 

KNIGHTHOOD 

Mr Justice Ashutosu Mukharji, of Calcutta 
Khan Bahadur B D Mehta, of Nagpur. 

Mr. Justice I). D Davar of Bombay 
Mr. Shapurji Burjorji Broacha of Bombay. 

Rao Sahib Vasann Tnkamji Mulji, of Bombay 
Mr. Ehrahim Raliimtoola, of Bombay. 

THE RAISER-I-HIND.-^Gold Mbdal. 

Lady Hardinge of Pensburst. 

Ram Bhan Meghrasham Joshi, of Chanda. 

Rai Hari Mohun Chandra, Honorary Magistrate, Darjeeling. 

Raji Shambhusingh Amersingh Jadhavrao, Rajj of Maligaon 
Jehangir Hormusji Kothari. of Karachi* 

Dr. Rajhavendra Row, of Bombay. 

Miss Beck, Secretary, National Indian Association. 
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The Comrade, l ^ December? 


The War. 


The News of the Week. 

Russia has approached the Porte with proposals to open the 
Dardanelles to Russian warships, foissia desires a direct under¬ 
standing with Turkey upon the principle of the Franco-German 
negotiations on the subject of Morocco, informing the other Powers 
only when the matter is settled, THp question is regarded most 
seriously at Constantinojple and tor the moment eclipses the war 
with Italy It is stated in Constantinople that the Porte declines to 
entertain the proposal singly in view of the international character of 
the treaties regulating the straits 

Reuter wired from Rome ’The Red Sea h being cleared of 
the enemy's vessels and the lighting of the Erythrran Oast has 
been resumed. 

Telegrams from Tripoli show that the Turk', on the 4th instant 
retreated in good order to a position affording fa* liuius for movement 
an several directions and possibilities of rtvitf nailing and obtaining 
reinforcements. The Italian occupation of Am/ara constitutes a 
stage in the protracted task of the occupation of the Hinterland. 

Router wired from Rome -Three battalions at Derna on 
Thursday last encountered bands of Turks and Arabs und l ndev¬ 
oured to surround the Cnemy, who fled. t he Italians destroyed 
two successive lines of the enemy’s trencher*, doing great execution 
The Italian lost two killed 

M. SaxanoU the Russian Foreign Minister, in an interview 
with the Temps % says that the reports of the Russian formal 
demands regarding the Dardanelles are pure fiction. Ho says thiTc 
have only Been conversations, arising from four that the laying of 
mines by Turkey might hinder commerce. He also emphasises the 
fact that Russia is seeking no territorial aggrandisement in Persia. 

Reuter wired from St. PetersburgMr LeCoffre, who is 
investigating the finances of Azerbaijan and taking part in the 
sittings of the local council, stated that Turkey has decided to 
expel the Italians from Gallipoli, the Dardanelles Smyrna and 
other fortified points. 

There is growing excitement at Sofia as the result of details 
which have been received of rioting at lshtih, wheie, it is stated, 
174 Bulgarians have been massacred. The papers urge the 
Government to take vigorous action 

Reuter wired from Perm: As the result of friendly representa¬ 
tions by Germany, the Porte will not expel Italians from Smyrna 

New* by the English Mail. 

(From thf, Times’ Own Correspondent:? ) 

Constantinople, November 16. 

According to information which has reached the Government, 
Arab reinforcements have reached the Ottoman camp in Tripoli 
under the command of three important Sheikhs. 

The Committee is busy organizing resistance against the Italians 
at Tripoli. In reply to an offer of assistance from the Shenf Abdula 
of Mecca, the Committee stated that it had found means of sending 
provisions and officers and soldiers to Tripoli and merely desired 
prayers to the Prophet and money It accordingly Asked him to 
open a subscription list among the pilgrims to assist the faithful m 
Waging a sacred war against an infidel enemy. All money collected 
is to be forwarded to the Committee at Salonika immediately 

Turkish workman and soldiers who were laying telephones on 
the Montenegrin frontier have been obliged to cease work owing to 
armed opposition by Montenegrin soldiers. 

* Constantinople iVovn/tdcr 2J 

The Porte has received the replies of several Powers to its recent 
circular in reference to the reports of contemplated I tali.in naval 
action in the Aegean and the consequent intrfeience with netural 
commerce. The replies state that the Powers are unaware of the 
intention attributed to Italy, but will take note of ihi 1 Turkish 
declaration and will make inquiries.—AVa/fp 
„ Vienna, N'jvfmbtr 18. 

Several hundred Turkish refugees from Tripoli hive arrived at 
Trieste, having been transported in ships at the cost of the Italian 
Government. The Turkbh Consul at Tneste is without funds to 
defray the ei pc cutes of their - journey overland to Turkey and the 
Austrian Government refuses to permit them lo land, whilst the 
Italians insist that they must leave their ships.— Rente 1 . 

Vienna, November /Q, 

While some Austrian journals, like the Christian Socialist Rucks- 
post, deal sarcastically with the difficulties Of the Italian military posi¬ 
tion, others, and in particular the semi-official Premdenblai^ emphasise 
the expediency of an early advance into the interior. Military, 
political and financial considerations, writes the Frmdtnbhu , make 
it appear preferable not to prolong the defensive stage beyond the 
period absolutely necessary. The maintenance of a defensive attitude 
by the Italians hitherto is probably due to the necessity of assuring 
their base and of collecting adequate forces and supplies. Such 
preparations need to be made on a luge scale in a country bke 
Tripoli, 11 but the sooner the Italians succeed in completing them the 


more rapidly will they escape from the undeniable disadvantages of 
their defensive position." 

A despatch to the Neat fme Pm'it explains that before the 
offensive can be assumed the Tripoli oasis mint be 'radically cleared 
of the Arabs, whose tactics are now to hide rifleh and ammunition 
on the tops of palm trees and thence to snipe tie Italian trenches 
or patrols. Between the intervals of snipfag they descend and 
cultivate, as harmless husbandmen, the good graces of the troops. 
A drastic proposal to bum the whole oasis having been rejected by 1 
General Caneva, a& likely to rum the city of Tripoli, it remains only 
to clear the oasis of the walls, cactus hedges, huts and houses behind 
which the enemy can hide and to organize stricter surveillance of the 
local population. 

The Triester Zrilung receives the following description of the 
country immediately south of Tripoli s— 

11 Hardly a mile beyond ,the city begins a stretch of desert m 
which the sand is so deep that a strong camel cannot cover two 
miles an hour. Beyond this stretch lies the*oasis of Am Zara, 
where the Turco-Ar&b lorres are now encamped Thence a broad 
sandy plain extends for ten miles to a belt of fertile undulating 
country with excellent pasturage This belt is so miVs deep. 
Beyond it, as far as the slopes of the Ghanan, fruitful oases alternate 
with stony stretches now flat now hilly. Lack of water and of other 
local resources will aggravate the difficulties of iht Italian advance.” 

In military circles here it is believed that the Italian advance 
will be accompanied by the construction of a l ; ght 1 .idway. 

Vienna, A member Jo. 

No diplomatic confirmation is obtainable of the rumours current 
in some financial quarters here that a speedy conclusion of peace 
is probable. Some ten days since the Italian Government is 
stood to have had reason to expect a settlement beloie Christmas. 
Whether it is equally confident now is a debatable quesi ion The 
great uncertainty of the internal outlook in Turkey appeAn to 
militate against the adoption of any decided policy b> the Grand 
Vizier and his colleagues. 

In the meantime various military miaxurcs arc being taken by 
the Turkish War Minister. 'Two regiments of Infantry have been 
ordered to Preveza, one of them—the regiment of Redifs from 
Dibru— having been suddenly sent to Preveza instead ol to Rlbasan, 
Us original destination. A Military Commission ba& been despatched 
to the Thessalian border with instructions to observe and record 
uxactly in the stAff maps the most impoitant positions and the Greek 
fortifications. Recruits are being regularly transported to Northern 
Albania in order to bring all garrisons up to wur strength. Three 
thousand hve hundred men have been sent to Scutari alone, most 
of them hang drawn from the district ot Kumeh At Salonika 
another class ol reservists has been called out, nrd the Redifs have 
been mobilized on the Island of I^emnos. 

Pans, Noventhr /7. 

According to a report published by the Jomn ! des Dtbuu, rhr 
airman Helen is to proceed to Constantinople with four aeroplanes 
of Freuch make Ar 

/w«, Ntvcmbrr ly 

'Hie Turkish Red Crescent Mission, which arrived at Marseilles 
on 7th, November has now reached Tunis on Us way to join the 
'lurkiih lines at Tripoli. Its members have been aurhonzed to 
proceed on camel hack to Sfaxj and thence southward to the 
Tripolitan frontier, which they will be allowed to cross singly, 

The commander of the French trtsips in Tunis, General Pistor, 
has issued an order prohibiting the public sale or exhibition of 
photographic i>r other representations of the campaign in Tripoli, or 
of the recent disturbances in Tunis 'The reason assigned for this 
prohibitum is thm Tunisian neutrality in die war between Italy and 
Turkey forbids manifestations of ary kind that might give offence 
to either of the belligerents It is certain, moreover, that event* id 
Tripoli have excited bitter feelings among the natives in Tqros. 

Pans, Nm, ember Si , 

In view of reports to the effect that men and munittojlfc ot war 
for the Turkish forces in Tripoli have crossed from the Tunisia# side, 
the French Government has renewed it* stringent orders .that the 
neutrality of Tunis is to be effectively maintained It is staled fat 
the Tress that the Italian Ambassador m Fans, Signor Ttttcmi, bn 
been in communication with the French Government on this subject, 
(From the " Nkar EasTs” Own Correspondent,) 

Cairn, Not empt* is. 

The departure from Egypt for the seat of war of a medical 
mission, under the auspices of the Cairo Red Crescent Society, of 
which Sheikh Afi Yussuf is president, is regarded as the mmt 
practical form chat the sympathy of the people of this country towards 
the Ottoman forces in their struggle pifo Italy could have ttriten. 
Not the least striking incident connected with the send-off of the 
mission from Cairo was the admonition cjt the President to the 
members composing it, not only to obey the law of the Koran, hot to 
pay regard also to the commandment* of the Founder \& Christianity 
and show mercy to their enemies. 

Dr. Iuet, who » at foe head 6f fob mission, reports its arrival At 
Dabaa, and its subsequent departure overland, bv cfttnel' across foe 
desert The destination of foe mission, so far a* r fon decided At 
present, is Benghazi. * - * 
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Calcutta General 
■ Printing Company 

THE EDINBURGH PRESS 


PRINTING FOR 
ADVERTISERS 


MODERN 

TYPOGRAPHICAL 

DESIGN 


300, BOWBAZAR STREET 

f* CALCUTTA *> 


"THE NEAR EAST." 

A weekly journal of Onenun Foll ies, 
Literature, Financ** and Cora nine.?. The 

rffocnired urpan of Moslem Interests in 
Knplaf.d, Sptual Letters from C^nslanhnople, 
Ca^yj, Teheran, Athens. Cyprus, Brussels, etc 
Rates of Subv.nptior (including postage to 
any pail of llie world) (tire** months dr, sis 
months llr , one vear 20s. ' 

Offices: Throgmorton House, 

Copthall Avenue, London, E.C. 


Free Fortune. 


Givlvf us your address brings you 11 Kilide 
Kitmatfree. Your addies* anivuig at one of 
36numbers given m M Kilides Kismet" tmng 
you a free prue. Prizes range worth between 
Ks. loo ana Rs. J. If you suspect some catch 
in this ofler why not write and discover 
the trick 

TIT-BIT COMPANY, 

Jhwch-KARACHEE. 

13 -MI. 




In Aid of 


The 

Moslem University Fond. 


Dr. Iqbal's National Song; 
Sung By 


A 5 Muhammadan Gentleafran 
of Aligarh. 


10-Inch Double aided Record. 


Not. 


f9-12524. 
19-12525. 


Price, R*. 3 each. 


To be had from Agents of 
The Gramophone Com pan jr. 
Limited, throughout India. 


A distinguished graduate (High Homiqn) 

h optn to _ engngemciit as Pnvalc Tutor to 
Europe in fitniletnln or Cairh Lo I A or 
school suidenls Very strong in Plnghsli, 
Ecnnomirs, Arabic and Hindustani. Highest 
refi Mtn,*(.s Apply slating terms lo¬ 
ft c/o THE MANAGER, 
ih ra n "The Comrade." 


Kashmir Shop, 

K. Sadruddin Abdul Khalik, 

Bazar Sabuia, Amritwr (Fujah.) 

Dealers m Shawls, Silks, Phulkari, 
Skins, Old Fursiun CarpeLs, Mirzapur 
('j-qiets Ildkhara So/nies, Okl Silk 
Embroideries, Old Krassware, New 
ErusbWdJi W'jodwork, and all kinds 
of Persian and Indian Curios. 

OUR CALCUrTA SH3P, 
4, PARK STREET. 


Durur-i-Shahwar ^ 
Diwan-i-Moalla of Hairat AIL 

Tranvlaiol by thi- late Moubna Amjad AK. 
“ AiUari.’" Price. Cloth Re 1. PapyAa-E 

To it had from STED MANZAR AU, 

SuLEJlIor, “ The OU Bay" Bum 


ALUKSEER AERATED POWDER. 

The powder makes with ordinary 
water the purest, the most delicious,, 
cooling, digestive, and effervescing 
drinks at absolutely the lowest cost 

Soda, Lemon, Rose, Ginger, Pineapple, 

K lb. tin of any variety makes 80 drinks, Rs. 1-14 
I lb. 1, „ 11 4 ® m 11 10 

1 • ,1 ,, ,. 20 ,» », 04 

ALUKSEER COMPANY, 

6l % Clive Street , Calcutta . 

8 - 7 - 17 . * 


fMNAUUA. nunu tHUMUS OF MM 

Uaa B nth walk's Ag« Mlviura or Pills, IU. 1. 
BATLIWAl LA'S TONIC PILLS con Nbhom 
S riutiMkfl ud Codstkoikml W tsIran , IU. i-L 
BATLIWALLA'S TOOTH POWDER ii idmti 
OolDy maria of Nsihm and Enflish drags, such h 
M ayaphaJ sod Ghrbrink Add B. P. At 4 > 

BATLIWALLA'S RINGWORM OINTMENT, Ao. 4- 
SOLD EVERYWHERE sod ALSO BY Or. H. L. 
Billiwnlla, Worll Uboratory, D^kc, Bombay ii uh 
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S uite « new idea b jewel eases. 
Ie from the best block tin. 
Japanned black with gold lines out. 
side and lined velveteen inside. 
Fitted best 4‘leverlock. Contains 
a velveteen lined trays with spaces 
fee rings, wafehe*, etc To see this 
coae (1 tu appreciate it—everything 
ta ro well arranged. Thoroughly 
veil made and beautifully finished. 

An Ideal Pro m t for a Lady. 
I3*X9"X$' - — Rs. 27-0 


TW M Utdy n Jewel Caaa. 

Thfc case b only fitted with one partitioned 
bay for keeping jewels, rings, watches, etc. 
[ III made from best block Un acid b fitted with 
: fotimg 4'tavei lock. Inside ll Lined velveteen. 

| 9 *X 44 '*) V " R* 10 * 0 . 9 l*»si'xi‘ R» IH 


Thm * Office " Perforated 


Tkmy, 

Eataniraly used in Gov 
arnmeat. Mercantile and 
ottos Offices. Stronger and 
for supepov to the ordinary 
cane Wets. Made of 
double block ♦m. Sides fitted 
with perforated sine sheets. 
Japanned black both MMde 
and outside, If mad* of tin 
aU mud the prices are the 
mine as thuee made of dne, 

exl^» 4 V.fa» 4 . tVkifXf .. It l*a. I 4 *KI 0 *KJ* ... iu I.|4 


rU“C»»flfa.lfar hpwTrmr- 

Arafo and secure bray fw keeping 
Confidential papers, etc, tkoured by 
means of a strong 4km look. 
Fitted handles at £*ku Japanned 
Mh Utah both inside and out- 
tile. Mode from best double htah 
(kh 

it*tfii*x6* * foM 

iTXifXf - »i M 


' ^ \ ^ 7 ' 
C 




riostof with a flap, 
la lbs Ha. Abo. 


in 


i % \ r 

5 


a* a n* s i|* 
»■• " ■t' a nP 


Ra 19-11 
.. I 9 L 4 


JO* u If* a ■«* 
Jf* M l|* M W* 


■nr 


If M w«h Cfcibfc*. PUont LMk, fa. IS 


ter •* tfcoikmfatedwithCM*,petalDotalavLoch, bllte; 
b’l Lock, fa 3 



Hifheat Quality. 

Cm*, 1 AMS* AM 3 uil Cun. 




17 * * ij**? With Solid Cuo-Sti. 1904 . 
If IckM witkoal niUnfi fU 60 amtr. 


Only high 
Grade 


A USEFUL DESPATCH BOX. 

I i 


Employed 

Boat 

Mottrlob 



Through* 


•s' 1 tr 


m. 


r~~yi& 

■ 'i'li 
% 




IU. 47-6 only. Sterling Vdae. ‘ 

THE “TOURIST"°DESPATCH BO]l 





(Niud 0* with blued wipes oatnd, mdowtoMa ■ W — 

,7*x ij'sfi* ... ... Tift, ’ ' 

Wt Supply th* Bengal mi Onkrh Btnggl vnd Amok ' 

Comn imenb Mh Btfafd 


The UNITED BENGAL CO., 7, Bowbazar $t. f 


, Mted U JL, Mo*** « The CrtatttOnM Coofur, 



h Beeb^tt EMI, g Uce a t j, tai Pdbllted bjr MomuapiUi, tap, 'M 

V 


"V ■ 

' ’> m 




V 


7?: 


Jf 




Comrade. 


A^eeklyTWnaL; 


Edited by * Mohamed All 


Stand upright, speak thy thought, declare 
The truth thou hast, that all may share. 
Be bold, proclaim it everywhere. 

They only live who dare I 


—Biorris. 
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a seal upon the announcement made by His Imperial Majesty on 
the day of the Coronation Durbar, a day which will eve* be memor- 
able in the history of India, partly owing to the splendour with 
which it was celebrated, but much more on account of the fervent 
demonstrations of loyalty which it evoked. Many *. r im i t 
been inaugurated tn the neighbourhood of Delhi, some of which an 
so ancient that their origin is lost in the mist of antiquity ,bul none 
has ever arisen under happier auspices than those which attended the 
ceremony which Your Imperial Majesties are about to perform, add 
assuredly none ever held promise of greater permanence or of * 
more prosperous and glorious future. The decision to remove the 
capital of the Government of India from Calcutta was not reached 
without mature and anxious consideration. Pro posals of a amtU r 
nature had been folly discussed as long pgo is 1868, and ample- 
materials were on record for the formation of a just opinion upon 
all debatable points. No great change, however beneficial, cm be 
1 tarried, out without some sacrifice, without some injury, to 
interests or some offence to focal sentiment, yet, if I may be permit- 
ted to speak as Your Imperial Majesties’ Gorei-uor-General, on behalf 
of myself and my colleagues in Council, I desire to say that we are 
confident that there have been few changos so important which , have 
been so much to the advantage of the many, and 10 little injurious 
to the interest of the few, that the injury which the few may 
anticipate will be merely temporary, and, within no long time, w® 
be greatly outweighed by the benefits which will irnTe, and tfait 
Your Imperial Majesty’s decision, taken constitutionally upon the 
advice of Your Imperial Majesties' Ministers, will, with the concomit¬ 
ant changes which are necessarily involved, result in a vast and 
progressive improvement of Government of the Indian Empire. It 
will rut an end to strife and dissension and will usher in u era of 
general peace and contentment We are convinced rtm>.ih» derision 
coohl have been taken and announced in no way which would have 
been provocative of so little discord and debates, or so well calculkt- 
ed to enlist the enthusiastic and loyal support of all classea of Yotjr 
Imperial Majesty’s faithful subjects. We sincerely trust the 
city, which, under God’s Providence we hope to rear around the spot 
where these stones are laid, will be worthy of the nnr..;^ to which 
it owes its birth. The stones themselves will for ever remain a 
monument of Your Imperial Majefties’ gracious presence at this 
indent seat of dvdisatfon and Empire, and of the momentous 
decision which wu declared and published to Your Imperial M-i i r 
tte$ r loyal subjects at this place.” 

d At the dose of his speech Lord Hardioge announced that the 
Mhharajah of Gwalior has undertaken to provide * «t.i> FT of t h e 
King-Emperor to be set up ha the Imperial capital of India in 
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commemoration of the Royal visit and of the transfer of the capi¬ 
tal to Datfu. 

The following speech wm delivered by His Imperial Majeaty 
lhe King;— 1 “It is a matter if supreme satisfaction to the Queen 
Empress and myself that it has been possible for us before leaving 
Delhi to lay the first stones of the 1 Imperial capital which will 
arise from where we now stand. Thu is the first step to give 
material effect to the important announcement which it was my 
pleasure to make on that magnificentV&nd to us deeply impressive 
occasion of my Coronation Durbar three days ago. I earnestly hope 
that the anticipation of the beneficial and far-reaching results from the 
great changes now to be effr-cted may be amply fulfilled, securing to 
India improved administration and to its people increased happiness 
and prosperity. It is my desire that the planning and designing of 
the public buildings to be erected will be considered with the greatest 
deliberation and care so that the new creation may be in every way 
worthy of this ancient and beautiful city May God’s blessing rest 
upon the work which is so happily inaugurated to-day 11 

After the speech, the heralds announced first in English and 
then iu Urdu by His Majesty’s command that the foundation had 
been well and truly laid. A fanfare of trumpets followed, and Sir 
Louis Dane called for three cheers for Their Imperial Majesties 
and the new capital. 'Phis was heartily responded to and the 
assembly separated. 

Their Imperial Majesties left Delhi on the 16th instant, the King- 
Emperor proceeding to NepAl and the Queen-Empress to Agra, 
whence a tour will be made lo certain Rajpulana States. The 
departure was invested with most of the pomp that market! the 
arrival, except that there was no procession of high officials or Rul¬ 
ing Chiefs. 

A press communique states —the Mahurajadhinij of Nepal, who 
hod been suffering from cin horns of the liver since last July, died on the 
11th December after expressing a wish that nothing should be done 
lo interfere with the projected visit of His Majesty lo NVp.il T he 
succession of the late Maharajadhiruja's son and hen 'ms been an¬ 
nounced and mourning cfrcmnnies will bo completed Itforc His 
Majesty is due to arrive in Nepal. The Prime Minister expressed an 
earnest hope that His Imperial Majesty would cany out h* intention 
qf visiting Nepal, and added that it would bo a vniy great disappoint¬ 
ment to his people as well as to himself if the Nepal Durbar were 
deprived a second time of the honour of ncuving His Majesty. 
In the circumstances and »n accordance with the wishes of the 
Nepalese J^oyal Family and th»* Government, JIi* Imperial Majesty 
decided to fulfill his engagement. 

Sukittk/vh, IM embn £ 

Tub King-Emperor arrived at Bhikna Thou at 10 am on Lhe 
tBth instant. Hia Imperial Majesty was received by Maharajah Sir 
Chandra Shum Shero Yung and proceeded by motor U his 
camp at SukhiNfr. 

The following Court Circular mas issued —The Qjcen-Empress 
attended by the whole of her suite’ was present rat divine 
sendee in St. George's Church on the 17th instant in J10 after¬ 
noon, Her Imperial Majesty with her suite in attendance visaed 
the ipl&cee at Aktau, Jthaugir and .Shahjvhan m me fort and the 
the tomb of Itmed-ud-Dowiah Mr. Sanderson or the Archeological 
Survey of India had the honour to act as guide to Her Imperial 
Majesty. 

r JTTie Queen-Empress visited the Ta| on the iSth instant proceed¬ 
ing thance by motor with her suite in attendance to Futtehpur 
Start. Mr. Saudcrsou had the honour of conducting Her Imperial 
Majesty round the palace of £kbar. Luncheon was served in the 
jdlk bungalow and Her Imperial Majesty returned to Agra in the 
evening. 

It is stated that Her Majesty the Queen-Empress will arrive at 
Bankjpore 00 the 39th from Jaipore. Ria Majesty will meet her 
then the same day from Nepal after the shoot Their Majesties 
then proceed to Howrah the same day. 



The Queen left Agra on the 19th instant by Bombay, Bwodaaod 
Central India Railway. Mr. Marion, Collector, issued catda to leading 
European and Indian gentlemen who attended at the ration which 
was very tastefully decorated. Her Majesty was grgatly interested in a 
party of little children from the Agra conven^whtWmbled outside 
the station and greeted Her Majesty. They looked very pictutesque 
with their tiny Union Jacks which they waved very gracefully. TheT 
Royal train from Agra with Her Imperial Majesty on board was to 
arnve at Jaipur about five o’clock last night. It is understood 
by the Railway authorities that it passed through Sangauer station 
several hours before the line there was blocked by the derailment of 
a goods train as reported in the telegraphic message Irom the District 
Traffic Superintendent, Bandikui at Sanganer which we published 
yesterday. 

British Politics. 

Parliament was prniogued on the 16th instant. The Kings 
Speech said:— 

11 Relations with Foreign Powers continue to be friendly. I am 
happy to say that negotiation? between Trance and Germany 
regarding Morocco, a matter in which my Government was con¬ 
cerned by treaty engagements, have been concluded. In regard to 
the war between Italy and Turkey, I have issued a proclamation 
announcing Britain’s strict neutrality. The deliberations of^he 
Imperial Conference bore witness to the harmony between the 
United Kingdom and the Dominions, arid to a growing conscious¬ 
ness of common interests, a*, well as the spirit of loyalty and kinship 
winch pervades the Dominions and adds lustre lo my Crown. 

I trust that the labours of the Commission shortly to be appointed 
to inquire into the trade of the Empire: will be fruitful in showing 
means of ensuring greater prosperity and m piomoting mutual 
intercourse between the Dominions The relations between the 
two houses have been adjusted by the Parliament Act ” 

The Speech concluded by expressing great satisfaction in 
assenting to the Insurance Hill It also refers to the extension 
01 *hf* benefits of old ago pensions, the passing of a Copyright Bill 
and certain local measures 

Lord L arc born read the Speech by Royal Commission, with 
the usual ceremony due to the occasion. 

The Persian Crisis 

A MkssaiJF to the Ttmrs from Teheran states that Russians 

■ 

occupy Khoi, which turns lhe western flank of Turkey, and that 
this may lead to a serious Russp-Turknh situation. The message 
says it U beliesed lhat the Turkish Army in Asia Minor is mobili¬ 
sing. 

A message Irom Teheran to Lhe Times saysFour 
thousand Russians have i on cent rated aL Kazvm under General 
Gab ; eft, and rliat it will apparently be necessary to take over the 
town lo find quarters The weather is severely wuitry anthe 
population is sheltering ui mosques. % 

The American officer Commanding the treasury gendarmery 
reports that the officers have been turned out of their quarters 
and threatened He advises the withdrawal of tbe Persian 
officers to Teheran. 

A meeting of Irani Zoroastnans of Bombay was held on the 
13th instant in the old British India Steam Navigation Co. f a office 
in Green Street, Fort, to record its sense of consternation and 
alarm at the present aggressive and unrighteous Russian policy 
towards Persia. Resolutions were passed recording that the Irani 
Zoroastrions residing in Bombay are intensely agitated and deoply 
concerned at the present aggressive Russian policy in Persia which 
is detrimental to its liberty and independence and that they hum 
their fullest sympathy with the Persian Government, in their troubles. 
Under the auspices of the Madras Presidency Muslim League* 
a meeting of Mussalmans of Madras was held protest against 
the action of Russia in Persia. ObeiduUah Satfri, Chief K afr * 
presided. The following resolutions wore 1 upanjjmtedy .passed: 1 
—(0 that this meeting expresses Ua deep regr# >£ jtht 
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{ which have befallen Persia and begs to assure her of the heartfelt 
, sympathy of the Mahomedans of this vast Presidency in her 
present difficulties. j(s) That this meeting protests most indignantly 
, against the unrigl^Oous action Of Russia in attempting to destroy 
' the integrity and independence of Persia at a time when it deserves 

\ the full sympathy and generous help of all civilised nations to 
complete the work of its constitution and begs that the BriLish 
Government as the greatest Mahomedan9 power in the world will 
realized the gravity of the situation and use its high influence with 
Russia in preventing the dismemberment of that ancient Mussalman 
Empire. (3) That this meeting views with consternation the 
advance of Russian troops in Persia which, if allowed to continue 
unchecked, is lik^y to extend the sphere of Russian influence 
to the very border of India : a condition which in the best interest 
of the Indian Empire should be avoided at all lu*l The Arst 
resolution was telegraphed to the Foreign Minister At Teheran and 
the second and third to Sir Edward Grey and to H. E. the 
Governor-General of India. Copies were also communicated by 
wire in Mr. Syed Amir Ali and Lord Curzon. 

In the House of Commons, during the debate on the foreign 
estimates, various speakers raised the Persian question Sir Edward 
Grey warned the house that there was much more in it than the 
Peftian question. It was quite possible that if it was mismanaged 
01 rashly handled, by Russia or by ourselves, thi j Persian question 
might disappear and large issues of policy migfit obscure it altoge¬ 
ther That point of view could not be left out of account The 
object of die Agreement was not to destroy or diminish Russian 
influence in any part of Asia, where it already obtained, nor to 
thrust Russia back, nor deprive ourselves of any influence we poss¬ 
essed. but to make sure that any influence possessed in places 
where wc were neighbours should not be us*-d to disturb the frontier. 
Sir Edward Grey said he never intended the Agreement to extend 
our responsibilities. If the Agreement meant that wi undertook 
to guarantee the integrity and independence of Persia that would 
. be substituting the Caucasus for the Indian frontier, and he would 
have sever comraitied himself to such a cornse. Sir Edward Grey 
exhaustively reviewed the whole crisis He did not suppose that 
the Russian Government was going to press for :he prompt payment 
of the indemnity as soon os the crisis was over, Russia and Great 
Britain ought to co operate in facilitating a loan If the Anglo 
.Russian frontier and commercial interest could not be preserved 
by the Persian Government, they must eitrier be preseivcd by 
* England and Russ : a respectively, or sacrificed altogether. Either 
^ahematne was most undeskahle. The last thing we wauted to do 
f k was to pursue a harsh policy towards Mahpi icdans m the BCigbhour- 
;*hood of India If we were going to cu-opcmte wiLh Russia, there 
must be a constructive mi unaggressivc policy Sir Edward Grey 
warned persons who raised the Persian question that if the question 
wera mismanaged it might be superseded by Jargei issues. Mr. 
Asquith*agreed to the formation of a Standing Commutes on the 
Estimates, provided Treasury control and Ministerial responsibility 
were not impaired. The Committee starts next session. 

Emin Boy of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs has been appoin¬ 
ted Turkish Ambassador in Teheran- 

A message to the Times from Teheran states that the clergy 
everywhere are calling for resistance to Russia and exciting the 
people to a holy war. The situation at Shiraz is grave. The 
Chief Mullah has aroused the fanaticism of the people against 
Great Britain and the shopkeepers absolutely refuse to sell the 
smallest article to the Indian troops there. The Mullah baa de¬ 
clared the notes of the Imperial Bank to be unclean, and these are 
ndw being presented for payment at the rate of 15,000 tomans 
toiler drafting embvrassment to the Bank, as a large caravan of specie 
*tas been delayed on the road. 

Mr. W. A, Johns, Chief Engineer of the Oudhand Rohilkh&nd 
{ Railway, who is on special duty in cpnnection/with the proposed 
\ ttsinv for the Persian Railway, and his /stiff are now in 
The party will leave for Pasny to commence the 


necessary survey. It is understood that strict orders have been re¬ 
ceived not to go beyond the Persian border. 

The Novoye Vremya publishes an article commending Sir 
Edward Grey’s loyalty to the Anglo-Russian Convention and 
suggest* that the best solution of the situation created by Russia’s 
demand for an indemnity will be found in connection with the 
projected trans-Persian Railway. The journal states that the 
financial preliminaries of the scheme for the railway have been 
arranged in Russia, England and France. The Russhot Slovo 
status the Anal surveys will immediately follow the conclusion of 
the Russo-Persian crisis and adds that there will be no direct 
German participation in the railway. There will be three sections 
of the railway, vis., Baku to Astaro, Astara to Bandar Abbas and 
Bandar Abbas to Karachi 

There have recently appeared statements in the press to the 
effect that the Turkish army is mobilising in Asia Minor on behalf 
of Pcisia. The Foreign Minister announced in the Chamber of 
Deputies in Constantinople, that Russia had recognised Turkey’s 
right to lntuie»L herself in Persia and that a Russo-Turluah 
accord had been reached concerning Persia’s political and territorial 
independence The Minister said that Turkey believed in the 
sincerity of Russian declarations; moreover, Persian integrity had 
been secured by the Anglo-Russian Convention. The statement 
of the Foreign Minister was the result of telegrams from the Persian 
Parliament and Persians in Calcutta and Bombay addressed to 
the Ottoman Parliament with reference to Russia’s action. The 
Minister said the Porte had tendered friendly advice to Teheran, 
recommending moderation in view of removing misunderstanding. 
The Porte had simultaneously sent instructions to the Ottoman 
Ambassadors at the Courts interested in Persia. As the result 
of those instructions, M. Tcharykoff, Russian Ambassador in 
Constantinople, had declared that Russia regretted she hod been 
compelled to adopt measures in Persia, but the responsibility rested 
with Persia herself The measures were, however, provisional, 
and would be recalled so soon as satisfaction had been obtained. 
The Minister then continued as already reported. He further said he 
and the Russian Ambassador had taken note of their complete 
understanding on the subject of Persia and concluded by expressing 
the strong hope that there would be shortly an amicable settlement 
between Russia and Persia lie added that the Persian Ambassador 
had thanked the Porte in the name of his Government for its efforts. 
The Chamber was satisfied with the statement m 

The fhrmcer's Ixmdon correspondent wiredA Times 
Teheran message states that two hundred Indian Sowars at Shiraz 
are without supplies owing to the boycott. It seems that there is no 
course open but to sei/e supplies The Government sent orders 
from Teheran tu stop the boycott, but apparently the Mul&hs control 
the situation 

A collision is possible at any moment between the Turks and 
Russians on the Turko Persian frontier 

It is believed at Teheran that the return of M. Sagooff to St. 
Petersburg will have a steadying effect on Russian policy. 

The Persian Cabinet under Russian pressure has endeavoured 
to mduce a sufficient number of deputies to resign in order to leave 
the Mejliss without a quorum, but so far unsuccessfully 

Reuter wired from Tehcr&n:—The Mejliss has rejected the 
solution proposed by the Cabinet in connection with the Russian ' 
crisis. It is reported that Russian troops will advance on the a 1st 
instant. ■ 

In an article on Persia, the Times says there is not a man 
id England who would seriously advocate that Persian independence 
in itself is worth the bones of a single British grenadier. The paper f 
says that the sands are running out and a grave responsibility rests 
with those in England who encourage Persia to take risks for 
which not they but the Persians will have to pay 

Serious fighting has taken place at Tabriz between Persians and* 
Russians. The Governor's palace has been bombarded, but the * 
result is unknown. 
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■■ Tbertf have also been confticti between Persian Constitutionalists 

^ and Russians at Reabt and Enzeli, and the Russians have seized the 
1 potice headquarters at Rcsht. The cause of the conflicts is not known, 
i Official notices have been posted ordering the people to abstain 
* from political meetings, except with the sanction of the of the police 
as the question of the Russian ultimatum is being amicably settled. 
Revolutionary China. ' 

Reuter wired from Shanghai ■—Viian-Ghi Kai's peace pleni¬ 
potentiary Tnngshaoyi arrived at Shanghai. He was received in the 
most impressive fashion by the Foreign'Consuls and various Chinese 
Republican representatives. The streets were packed and every 
Chinese shop was decorated with new revolutionary flags marked 
with alternate stripes of red, yellow, blue, white and black Con¬ 
ferences with Wu-Ting-Fang and his associates began on the~ ifith 
instant at the Town HalL 

Conditions in the interior of China are becoming desperate. 
Trade and industries are at a standstill and millions are actually 
starving. Unless a prompt settlement provides for the restoration 
of trade and relief is organised, it is feared that the masses will be 
driven to desperation. 

Reuter wired from Tokio —The newspaper Yurodm states 
that Great Britain and Japan have concluded an agreement for 
combined intervention in China and have instructed their Consuls 
at Shanghai to offer mediation. The Japanese Foreign Office 
describes the story is unauthorised. 

Reuter learns that the statement appearing in the newspaper 
Yorodsn is without foundation. The position is as follows—The 
Foreign representatives if Peking were authorised by their respective 
Governments to take part in any negotiations for the purposes erf 
mediation, in favourable opportunity for the conflicting parties to 
avail themselves of their services presented itself. 

Reuter wires from PekingTuanvfang ex-Dirertor General of 
the Hu Kuang railway has been murdered by his troops at Tbechow. 

Reuter wires from Shanghai .—The conference brtween Thing 
Sbao-Yi, representing Imperialist troops, ud Wu-Ting-Fang, re¬ 
presenting the Republicans has opened here with a view to the 
conclusion of peace. 

The Legations in Peking with the authority of their Governments 
have sent messages to the Peace Conference at Shanghai, through 
their Consuls, urging upon the delegates tbe importance of a 
friendly settlement in the interests both of China herself and the 
foreigners in the countiy, 

A deadlock has occurred in the Peace Conference owing to Wu- 
Ting-Fang maintaining that a Republic istheonlybasi* of settlement. 

Tangshaoyi repliod that he must refer such an extremely 
important ^question to Peking. The armistice has accordingly 
been prolonged for & week. 

The Geek war and the TT/mei. 

Tn* Secretary to H.H. the Gaekwar of Baroda has addressed 
the following cablegram to the Editor, Tat Times, Ixmdon, 
requesting fa immediate publication 

11 Tbe Gaekwar has wired tn the Pioneer pointing out that 
its special cablegram contains some statements greatly exaggerated, 
and tome absolutely false. That His Highness acted »n any way 
contrary to Indian custom or etiquette at Westminster Abbey is untrue. 
There was no room for such behaviour, since he was present as a 
spectator only, nor have these allegations ever been heard before. 
His tHigboess did not meet Krishna Vann* in 1910, and he has not 
seen him few many years, and not siruv the latter left England. 
Tbe press lo which seditious literature has recently been traced 
was entirely a private one not .connected in any way with the State. 
All possible assistance was promptly given to the British authorities 
by the Bamda Council in the investigations made. The case haring 
broken down in court from lack of legal evidence the Maharaja has 
already confiscated the press and banished the writer. Statements 
regarding the employment gf extremists given to anti-British 
campaigns are unfair and misleading and based upon gross 
p^Version of the (acts, 11 

The Tb**s publishes the cable and rejoins that although the 
Gaekwar was present at the Coronation only as a spectator, the fact 
remains that hit conduct occasioned unfhvoutable comment No 
official notice was taken of it. The Tmu likewise traverses other 
pefaita in the Secretary’s telegram. 
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The 26th Session of the Indian National Congress is to beheld 
m Calcutta on the 96th, 17th and 28th 
The Forthcoming December at Greer Park (Upper Circular 

Congress. Road). Mr. Bishen Naiain Dar of Lucknow 

has been elected President for the Session. 
In view of the recent happenings in India in connection with «che 
Royal Visit, the momentous administrative charges announced by 
the King-Emperor, particularly the modification of the Partition, 
and of other matters of far-reaching concern to tbe people such as 
Mr Gokhalc’i Bill for Compulsory Primary Education, the delibera¬ 
tions of the Congress will be awaited with interest. As things are 
it is for the present idle to expect any freshness m the treatment of 
the conventional topics which are rapidly falling out of sympathy 
with the latest developments in public thought and sentiment 
Unless the Congress is built up on a brooder and more compre¬ 
hensive basis, its 11 resolutions 11 are bound to run along tbe old grooves 
of thought in which its political activities) were, long ago, allowed 
to proceed. It is worth recalling that it was in its previous Session 
at Calcutta that the notorious fight over the resolution on 11 Boycott, 
Swaraj and National Education ” gave birth to a violent cleavage of 
thought which ultimately ended in the Surat deSdcte, It is in 
Calcutta again that the Congress will meet to bless the modification 
of the Partition. And bless it, we may take it, it will; though one 
might naturally expect a body claiming to represent public opinion! 
irrespective of race and creed, to rise above conventional war-cnes 
and partisan exclusiveness We believe some of the Congress* 
leaden are men of broad conviction and faith and moved 
with genuine patriotism and love for the country. Du they b elie ve 
that the present situation in regard toihe Hindu Moslem relations 
requires no change ? Is it not desirable to work for the synthesis 
of the various communities for tbe evolution of a united nation? 
If these problems are at all worth a patriot's consideration* tbe 
Congress of all other political Organisations ought tn strive to 
find their solution, unless indeed its official creed is not worth 
the paper on which it is written. Things jp India are® moving 
test, much faster than the minds of some of her public mew, 
A rapid change is coming over the state or public hope* and 
feelings. New ideas charged with immense potentialities are 
agitating Urge masses of men. And this is tbe time to create 
national consciousness and enlist young enthusiasm* in the 
service of the country. Will the Calcutta Congress do what tts 
predecessors have studiously avoided by pious hopes and w ishes ? 
Will it initiate some genuine and practical measure of *r^^ unal 
rapprochement ? The fate of the Hindu-Modern Conference held at 
Allahabad holds out scant promise. Is that grave of a stilMxm 
aspiration to be for ever a warning and a prophecy ? 


Lozro before the Viceroy announced at His Majesty’s c ommand 
4< the grants, concessions, relidi, tad bane- 
Hm Been- fetioo*’ people with an, knowledge of the 

Boanot difflcuItHi of the 

oodtfttood that it would not be poeribl* to confer t» the people 
of Indie mch boon r -—“ 
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of revenue or entailed heavy expenditure for the future. But wo 
doubt if most people 1*100 prepared to receive so little os they 
have secured- The release °f prisoners costs little to the Govern¬ 
ment, unless the Released criminals again seek the asylum of the 
Jails, and in feet tovto considerable expenditure But on all 
v occasions of Royal pleasure it has been customary to release 
prisoners and this practice has been followed again. It must, 
however, be remembered that in the olden days many people 
were sent to prison on the mere caprice of the Sovereign and 
only Royal pleasure could redress the wrongs of Royal wrath. 
Today, there may or may not be more actual justice, but 
judicial procedure leaves little room for the whims of the exe¬ 
cutive. No caprice is now necessary to correct the errors of 
caprice. It is, therefore, worth considering whether prisoners 
should be released in future, and even if they should be released, 
whether it would not be juster to release those of whose guilt 
there was at least some slight doubt As regards the thi owing 
open of the grant of the Victoria Cross to the Indian Army, 
there can be no two opinions. Justice demanded an equality, 
and even if some people may doubt whether the Cross is an 
appropriate symbol for the valour displayed by nun-Chnstians, 
all would admire ihb motives of the Government After all, the 
Cross is the symbol of suffering for the benefit of others and no 
reasonable man could misunderstand its signifijance. But we doubt 
whether any increase in the number of appointments to the order 
of Br itish Ind.a would bo a real boon apart from the monetary 
benefits thereby meant Lo be conferred The increase in the period 
during which widows of deceased members of the Indian Order o( 
Ment would receive special allowances would be welcome in a most 
deserving and needy class of people and the Durbar would prove to 
them a real boen. Nor would half a month's extra salary tu soldiers 
and civilians drawing not more than Rs. 50 a month be coi sideied 
an undeserved benefaction Hut after all, this boon is only tern 
porary and the servants or the King deserve a more permanent 
concession. They have every right to eligibility fo» higher posts 
both in the A, my and in the Civil Departments of Government, and wi 
would press on the attention of the authorities the desirability of 
creating a Sandhurst for Indian youths of good laiuilies and speciullj 
those with military traditions. Ii is painful to think that while 
there Is a continued cry of shortage of British Officers, an Indian 
* Hvder Ah or Sivap could nul aspire to be anything higher than 
a Rcsaldfir-Mapr Similmly, unless a Todar Mai or a Slier Shall can 
afford to go to England for three or four j>ears and compete on unequal 
terms with graduates of Bnftsh Umierwliee in cramm.ng subject 
some of which have not the remotest connection with Indian 
administration, all that he could hope to die us wm.lcl be a 
Dipiy Saheb, with the added gjace of a Rai baheb or a Khan 
Bahauui The Government had promised to work uji at lad to the 
allotment for Indians in the Provincial Serviced whir h the Public 
Strvice Comiriisiloif liad secured so many years *gp f Hut we have 
reason to believe that instead of apropoitionateallolmeiuinall glades 
of service, the Government intend lo concede no a. ire than a 
proportionate allotment of the aggregate number of posts, which 
would mean in practice a congestion of Indians only on the lowest 
funga ot the laddor. We hope the Government have a greater 
regard for then fair name than wliat our pessimistic forecast 
implies. The release of come civil debtrfc and the pay¬ 
ment of their debts are boons that will be appreciated by 
creditors as well as debtors. We wish good luck to all the 
Bahadur s and Sahebs who shall receive " distinctive badges os 
symbol of respect and honour." It is not generally necessary 
to t fb»i rids class of persons for their qualifications are 

enough. But any additional “ respect and honour” 
•,. wott ]g no t come amiss to them. If the cost of the “distinctive 
badgee * induocs Government to curtail the class; thft in itself would 
"relief" enough to the rest of mankind/' We are sincerely 
gtsd that die .holders of tbe vmferAle title* of Mahamahopadhya 


and Shams-ul-Ulamm shall receive some annual pension ♦‘fordfo 
good report of the ancient learning of India." This Had t6o long 
been delayed, but it is never too late to mend In such matters. 
Wc trust the pensions would be adequate to maintain the title- 
holders in some comfort and to free our scholars and savants 
from sordid cares. We fear the 11 relief” to the Indian Princes 
would not be substantial, and we would urge on the attention of 
Government the desirability of looking into the finances of Pro¬ 
tected States with a view to judge whether the maintenance of 
the Imperial Service Troops is not too hard a burden for some of * 
the smaller ones. In our last issue we welcomed the grant of 
50 lakhs for the promotion of 11 truly popular education ” This 
appears to be the only boon for the patient ryot whose life is a 
long-drawn question between a crop and a crop. £ven if no 
change coold be introduced into the period or system of land 
revenue settlement surely it was not impossible to codify in all 
provinces the principles which should guide a Settlement Officer 
in revising the assessment, and to give even a restricted right; of 
appeal from executive authority in such matters. Something could 
also have been done to lighten the intolerable burden of 
agricultural indebtedness, possibly in the direction of financing 
Co-operative Credit 111 some small measure. But after all, when God 
created man, Tie did not provide him with the hide of a rhinoceros 
or the paw of a tiger, lie gave him Reason and that lias proved 
sufficient for com baling the forces of Nature and for the preservation 
and development of the species If the Government had under¬ 
taken to make primary education both free and compulsory, at 
least for the agriculturist, they would have conferred on them 
the boon of boons. All that we can now hope is that it may yet 
come and the Government may allow the Hon Mr Go It bale's Bill 
in a modified and improved form lo be piloted safely into port 
Otherwise, what would 50 lakhs be frr the nearly 300 million people 
ol British India? Tne estimated expendiluie of Government 
during the curre it year is ^78,640,200, out of which Education gets 
nu mo-*c than 4,3,22^00 or U^s than 3 per cent Baroda, it maybe 
mentioned, spends 10 per cent, ol its net receipts on Education, 
Small as the annual educational grant is in itself, the addition of 50 
lakhs as a special boon for one year would increase it by less than 
15 percent, and raise the proportion of educational expenditure 
from a little /m to a little tno^c than 3 per cent of total expenditure. 

It is huwever, something to have the claims of educational advance¬ 
ment on the resources of the Indian Empire acknowledged as 
“ predominant” 


\V» him-, had on se\cral occasions 10 write in no uncertain 
language about the undue delay that has been 
Moslem University niade in collecting the necessafy funds for 
tlie Moslem University. Wc have all along 
been of opinion that a little more care about organisation would 
have greatly accelerated the wuik of collection. Events, 
howei er, have in the meantime been happening, notable among 
them the Royal wsit, which have naturally claimed much of the 
time and attention of the workers, and the pace has had, conse¬ 
quently, to be slowed down. It would be but haie justice to "admit 
that what has already been done and achieved is creditable 
both to the workers and to the community. Eighteen lakhs is 00 
small amount in all conscience, and its collection within eleven 
months from amongst a poor community like the Mussalmana, who 
had never been able to collect an equal amount m eleven years, 
is not an unworthy achievement The jibes of a contemporary at 
the prospects of the Hindu and the'Moslem University movements, 
—quoted with evident approval by the never-failing Pioneer 
—which are said to be languishing on account of luke¬ 
warm financial support, are no new examples of a petty wish 
becoming father to the thought. We may, however, assure our 
contemporary and its faithful henchman, the Pioneer, that both the 
Hindu and the Mussalman Communities know their minds and have 
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yet Ikilh in great and noble ideals. All vital movements in history 
have known their prophets of eviL They are perhaps necessary. 
It is, however, equally true that the path of success is paved with 
false prophecies, The University movements have become thoroughly 
communal. They have sunk deep into the intellectual consciousness 
of the people. They have evoked a measure of self-sacrifice and 
devotion never accorded to any other movement in modem India. 
They are bound to succeed. Now the question is simply one of 
ways and means. Promises for help have^lfeen made with unstinted 
generosity. In the case of the Moslem University, upwards of 
18 lakhs have already been collected, and it should not be 
forgotten that the sum demanded at the outset was twenty lakhs. 
The required minimum has since been rising In Amount and thirty- 
five lakhs arc now required for the creation of an efficient University. 
If only the promises already made are realibed in full, they will be 
quite enough for the purpose. We are sure the Moslem leaders will 
renew their activities without delay, put fresh energy into their efforts 
and complete the work of collection very soon. As the Hon. 
Sir S. H. Puller said at a meeting of the Mohamedsn Educational 
Conference at Delhi, 11 It is now mainly a question of funds. 1 
Wc hope all those Mussalmaiis who have made generous promises in 
support of a great communal undertaking ore fully alive to their 
responsibility. To refuse help to a good cause may be excused on 
the score of difference of ideal or eccentricity of temperament 
But no excuse cao help to wipe away the shamr and humilation of 
an unfulfilled piumise. 

Sm Howard Grey's latest speech on Persia in the House of Commons 
during Lhe debate on the Foreign estimates, 
p erMi read along with his apologia of Russian 

conduct in hLS famous statement on 
41 Morocco," plac es an entirely fresh construction on the polity and 
purpose of the Anglo Russian Convention, This ill-fated diploma¬ 
tic instrument was designed for the express puipose of defining purely 
economic spheres of interest that Russia and England were thought 
to possess in Persia. There was not a word in the Agreement that 
even remotely hinted at the exercise by either of the parties of any 
sort of political influence in their respective spheres of interest* 
Diplomatic pressure that naturally exists along with superior '(length 
was not wholly wanting in Teheran, but in theory at least neither of 
lhe contracting parties bad rver pmfetscd£lu derive any right of 
interference even from an illegal convention. Rmsia, however, lud 
never made any pretence at disguising her designs of puliu*l 
aggression ; and armed with the Convention she set about to 
deprive Persia of her sovereignty in the North. The protection 
of her “economic" interests purified all political coercion, 
This doctrine, utterly alien to the spirit and letter of the 
Convention, but absolutely inevitable in practice, even though 
*urh Conventions are primarily based on ccononL interests, was 
accepted by Sir Edward Grey when the Stokes affair we* 
settled by' bu active help in favour of Russia. A frank 
avowal of the existence of the doctrine was yet to come, and it 
has been duly fumislied l*y the British Foreign Minister m the two 
moil important of InsJ utterances. 'Die “ economic spheres ” have 
been Miblly converted into “political spheres’*; and with this 
contortion has g<*ne the independence of Persia, and her actual 
partition is now simply a question ol expediency and circumstance, 
fLeit *c should be supposed to unduly exif^rate the significance 
fof Sir Edward Grey 1 * Ktatemcnl* we quote once again the words 
I of the British Rcprcaentatne at Teheran, with which he assured 
fthe Persian Government op $tli September 190; i n regard to 
1 I the objective of the Convention, He said that “ the object 
i ; of the two Powers (Russia arid England) in making this agree. 

* moat is not lit **iy attack, but rather to assure for 

i ever, the independence of Pern* Not only do they not 
to have at hand any ^excuse for intervention, but their 
object ip these friendly negotiations was not to allow one another 
to intervene on the pretext of safeguarding their interests." In 
face of this assurance what right had Russia or England to veto 
the appointment of Major Stokes? Iain independent country to 
, be denied the right of appointing its officials? It is not merely 
Vk'yn iftierftttfw* 11lhc P rctext safeBtuuding interest,” but 
A political dragooning of the most despotic character. Then, 




again, Persia has been reminded by Lord Morley that “it was 
madness to set up a system ignoring Russia and Great Britain,” 
Ibis reminder is little short of a declaration of a virtual protecto¬ 
rate. The economic interests have quietly merged into political 
spheres, which are inevitably leading to an absolute negation of 
Persia’s sovereign rights. Sir Edward Grey 'has finally repudiated 
all obligations which the Convention was supposed to impose on * 
Russia and England. The first and most important of these 
obligations was “ to assure for ever the independence of Persia," 
or else the Declaration of Teheran was a shameless subterfuge. 

Yet Sir Edward Grey has been able to say in his statement , 
that “ if the agreement meant that we undertook to guarantee the 
integrity and independence of Persia, that would be substituting 
lhe Caucasus for the Indian frontier, and he woulc^never have com¬ 
mitted himself to such a course " And yet on the 4th September, 
1907, the British Minister, Sir C Spring-Rice, had informed the * 
Persian Government tlnu “ this Convention . . . based as it is on a 
gnat unite of her independence and integrity, can only serve to further ^ 
and promote Persian interests." The contrast is eloquent enough and 1 
needs no comment of ours to expose the utter disregard of even 
elementary consistency in diplomatic relations. Sir Edward Grey’s 
words have changed the spirit of the pledges so solemnly given to 
Ptrsu. They have killed the original Convention and substituted Cor 
a mutual understanding that was nnver binding, the supremacy jind 
unflinching thoroughness of the Russian will But apart 
from the cynicism tltfit has brushed aside all obligations entered 
into by treaty und verbal declarations, the argument about the 
l( Caucasus" screes to show how demoralising a partnership 
with an unscrupulous Powci can become. If Sir Edward Grey was 
too feeble or powerless to keep Russia within the Caucasus, why in 
the name of all that is sane did he ever enter into a bargain with 
such exacting and masterful a partner ? No confession of weakness 
could be more humiliating or helpless. If the North of Persia in 
to sink into the status of a Central Asian Khanate, let not Sit 
F«dward lay the soothing unction to his soul that he threatened all 
piotests against his altitude in the House or Commons into silence, by 
a punctilious reference to >r larger issues of policy." larger Issues 
will only then cone into play when the Indian frontier will be 
watched by Cossacks Meanwhile he may play into the bands of 
Russia, and bless the Times that does not think Persia’s liberty 
to be worth the life of a single British grenadier, One would 
have thought a nation’s honour was worth the lives of many 
regiments. 

Tire meeting of the Women’s Education Section of the Mohamedan 
Educational Conference hod the unique div 
Motion Women's rinction of being presided over this you- by Her 
Education. Highness, the Begum of Bhopal. This gene¬ 

rous and liberal-minded Princess his dona 
a good deal for the promotion dt women’s education in her 01m 
dominions, and what little success the movement has achieved at 
Aligarh, is principally due to Her Highness’s liberality. We hope 
>he active sympathy and encouragement shown by the premier lady 
of Moslem India will rouse Mussalman gentlemen of light and leading 
to a sense of their enormous responsibility and make them rWtoiftttiy 
set themselves to the task of organising women’s education. Another 
interesting feature of the meeting At Delhi was the addrtnres 
given by two cultured Hindu ladies, Mis. Naidu and 9 oroU t>e¥i 
Chaudhraxn. The Mussalmans, we are sure, fully appreciated the 
sympathy of these ladies with the cause, of their Modem staters and > 
listened with pleasure to their impa$akmed^i|M»|s tmbeha)f Of the 
education of women and of Hindu-Modern unity. - The addrem pf 
Sarola Devi Chaudhrani, in fact, dealt mainly with the jotter question^ • 
^Vhatever ma> be said about her views, we* cannot but * 

the courage with which she held forth oh some of the jopst dettealg 
aspects of the question in a Moslem assembly. Such ftddnoss has in 
it the makings ofa suffragette and we cannot but regard ity Arilnf 
happy augury for the Sex hi India: Coming to the wtsi of 4ho " 

Hon, we we softy to note that MrJ&Wkh Abdullah, sftfe btt „ < 

charge of it, h«d tbtthxely nt> progr*. ' , 
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the whole year. A number of platitudes, strung together with 
impromptu conclusions and retailed in an aplogetic tone to a bored 
audience, are scarcely creditable to their author It would seem 
as if the Honorary Secretary either does not realise the importance 
of the work un&er ^is charge, or cannot organise it in detail with 
sustained effort and capacity throughout the year. The only thing 
sure and definite that he said was a wish to have girls’ schools and 
boarding-houses opened after the fashion of England. This 
craze for an English model is not new, but unhappily there is 
neither rhyme nor reason in it but a pure personal freak. Women’s 
education in England has been organised on lines suitable for the 
requirements of English girls, it is precisely because the needs of 
Moslem girls are different from their European sisters that we 
shall have to organise women’s education here on entirely independent 
lines. The Boarding-house system is entirely unsuited to the 
peculiar needs of Moslem girls and a Girton or a Nuneham is not an 
ideal for the Mussalmans to imitate. We are sure that, even with 
the best possible arrangements for instruction and Purdah, very 
few Moslem parents will be found ready to send their daughters 
to Aligarh. What is really wanted is a Normal School for the 
training of female teachers, who would go bock after finishing their 
course of instruction and training to different towns and cities to 
take up the work of teaching in Mohaha Maktabs. This 
should be the ideal to be aimed at It not not only indicates 

the lines of least resistance, but also offers no great practical difficul¬ 
ties. Nawab Viqar-ul-Mulk Bahadur, m lps comments in the 
Institute Gazette on one ot our notes ou the subject, himself admits 
the suitability of this plan of work and quoies the opinions of 
Nawab Imad-ul-Mulk and other 11 leaders of the community 11 in its 
support. A girls' teaching school as distinct from a training school for 
governesses will not only never prosper, but is as clearly undesirable. 
The greatest need at this stage is to prepare trained female teachers. 
But they will not be created by good intentions. God is always 
waiting to help if only the people theoi 3 elves are willing to make up 
their minds and work with energy and intelligence. Both of these 
qualities have been sadly lacking in the movement for Moslem 
women's education. After years of clamour and debate, the movement 
is hardly yet out of its infancy. We cannot but think that they 
only are to blame who are responsible for its conduct. They are 
apparently veiy sensitive and resent even the ghost of a suggestion of 
putaide help. Nawab Viqar-ul-Mulk Bahadur will himself, we hope, be 
ready to admit that those who happened to show “inteiest and sym¬ 
pathy "mthe woifc were turned out of Aligarh counsels. We honestly 
believe that Mr. Sheikh Abdullah has not proved himself to be a sue 
cessful Female Education Secretary, and that under other control much 
better results rouU have been achieved within a shorter time. We would 
be the first to acknowledge, with gratitude ihe great services which 
Mrs. Sheikh Abdullah and her sisters have enderud ro the Girls' School 
at Aligarh. Needless to say we would have oeen the first to congratulate 
the Honorary Secretary himself, if his work head been equally 
satisfactory and successful. Be* wi- are loth to merge the perso¬ 
nality of the Sheikh Sabah in that or his better half, just as we are 
uffwiUing to concede that because the local Trustees of the Aligarh 
Collegi can^anauagb its affaire indifferently well, jheiT wives can 
fyto facto manage those of the Female Education Saction as 
well, if not better. - 


• TURKISH RELIEF FUNp. 
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Kasim Sahib of Vuianagram 
Haji Pacha & Co.; Haji Syed Qa&im Sahib, 
Merchant of Warangal; Mohamed-bhai RahmatuHa 
& Co., Abdul Ghani Sahib, Merchant; Mohamed 
Kasim and Abdul Karim Sahib, Merchants, Aga 
Mohamed Ibrahim Sahib Khooni; Ahmed Husain 
Sahib, Merchant; Rs. so each 
Mean* Abdulka Lail Pacha & Co., and Mohamed 
Husain Sahib of Caricul; Rs. 35 each ... 

Syed Abdul Wahid Sahib ... 

V. V, Syed Husain &Co. j Ismail Vlrji Sahib; Moulavf 
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P. Abut Karim Sabft); C. Abdul Hakim Sahib; Mir 
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M. S Sharvany, Esq, Bilona, Aligarh ... ... 40 o 
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Hakim Nurul Hasan, Esq., 
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Imamuddm, Esq, 

Mohamed Vusuf, Esq, Mukhtar, 

Mohamed Hasan, Esq, Vakil, 

Amirnl Huq, Esq. Vakil, 
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S All Kanm, Esq. 
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M. Khuda Baksh, Esq, 
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The Announcement. 


La^t wekk we criticised at some length the lime, place and ( 
procedure preferred by the Government for carrying out two great 
schemes offar-reaching consequences, but indicated fwrl) clearly 
our general support of those measures taken each by itself as wholly 
Unconnected schemes. The transfer of the Capital from Calcutta to 
Delhi is, we venture to think, a measure which would meet with 
unanimous approval, if we except the vested interests of Calcutta 
which stand to lose considerably. The Hindus of Bengal are in 
a fix, and no amount of florid manifestoes or lorehlight processions 
can disguise the patent fact that to them the announcement is one 
of those peculiar morsels which can neither be swallowed nor thrown 
out, They have scored a victory in the modification of the Partition, 
but the victory has been gained at a cost which may in after times 
be found to be heavier than many a defeat. There are other vested 
also, such as those of the nonofficial European community 
of Calcutta and its neighbourhood, and we shall be much mistaken 
H i n ip itc of its many sermons to "natives” on the evils of agitation 
and the virtues of moderation, it will not oul-Hrrod Herod in 
condemning the transfer of the Capital. But India as a whole 
stands to gain by that measure and we hope to disruss later certain 
aspects of the transfer in greater detail. 

TtKlay we intend to turn the searchlight towurds the question 
of the Partition and its modification, thought we cannot exhaust 
the subject in this article. We have held with a very large 
number of others, both Indians and Englishmen, that some 
kind of Partition was a crying necessity in 190J But it has aiways 
h et n our belief that the most satisfactory arrangement was certainly 
not the one which Lord Cnrron effected. Us greatest merit was 
that it freed a very large Moslem population in Eastern Bengal 
froiti the crushing yoke of Hindu domination, while it gave to the 
neglected half or Bengal a separate administration to look after 
its vital concerns. And we are constrained to »y that, apart 
Trem the opposition of the monopolist hr ft reduction of Ins share 
of loaves and fishes, which would have been the consequence 
of any reduction of the area of the monopoly, the Purtmon of 
19 o S met with an unparalleled hostility chiefly bcr.11.se the 
yoke was Hfled from the sore necks of the Musn'muns. Rut it is 
undeniable that linguistic and ethnic considerations were entire,y 
opposed to the form which 1 -ord Cur soil’s Partition assumed, ard 
thiTsupplied to the opponents of any form of Partition a rational 
basis for hostility’ to the measures earned out by a despotic and 
.ad somewhat vindictive Viceiov. Had the Partition come ..1 1905 
m die form which it has taken in 19", « would still have been 
opppse d f n0 doubt; but it would then have been opposed 
™dt 1 ms vehemently and with not a shred of reasonableness 
Administrative measures are not always essentially ethical in 
djgnrtCT, and the line of least resistance which the moralist must 
more should often commend itself to the practical administrator. Had 
Lord Curton's Government followed those lines the Mussalmans of 
Swtem Bengal would still have been to a great extent labouring under 
the sure load as they had petiratljr'bonie so long. But we venture to 
think that by deriving the anti-Partition agitation of us sole 
b«.i« in fact, the Government would have also reduced the volume 
•ad force of that agitation. That Lord Cureon did not choose 
tp do so was a blunder, and both the people and the Government 
!we paid dearly for that blunder. 

But it is not so any to correct administrative blunders as it is 
to cwmdiit them- Itis not always possible for Governments to sin in 
a (tuny and repent at leisure. It will serve no useful purpose to 
ductflgl fe greater detail what might have been. We mat, therefore, 
attention on what has been, whit is, and what 


should be. Today the Government of India have issued a/ef 
that the old Partition should be annulled and a new one earned out. 

We have already dealt with the manner in which ghe Government 
have acted and we shall only add that in undoing the Partition of 
Lord Cureon they have adopted a despotic procedure from which 
even Loid Cuizon would have shrunk. His Partition was earned 
out on the 16th October 1905, but he began his attempt to 
corny public opinion along with him in the middle of a heavy legis¬ 
lative session as early as in 1904 He found time for a tour through 
the districts most directly affected by his territorial redistribution. 

At Chittagong, at Dacca and at Mymensingh he gave exhaustive 
expositions of his measure. Even then public opinion attributed to 
Jx>rd Curzon and Mr, Brodnck (now Lord Midleton)—and rightly 
so—a desire to rush through a far-reaching scheme of Partition. 
What is, then, one to say of the Government of Lord Hardinge and 
of the Marquis or Crewe, who never gave an opportunity to the public 
to have the least say in the matter, and have asked it to face another 
"accomplished fact” in December, in a matter for the first time 
referred to the Secretary of State towards the end of September, and 
breathlessly accepted by him in November? If this is not the 
homeopathy of despotism wc know not what epithet to apply to it. 

r 

The Partition or Lord Cureon could have been rightly 
modified only on either of two grounds. It could have been 
declared to have been unrighteoui and inequitable in its motives 
or administratively unsound m ill consequences- But, as we 
shall show later, neither of these contentions have been put forward 
by the Government or their feeble echo, the Secretary of State. 

It is true that the Government of India have haltingly attempted 
to show that the opposition was “ at first based mainly on senti- 
mental grounds, ” but that " since the enlargement of the Legislative 
Councils and especially of the representative element in them 
the grievance of the Bengalis has become much more real and 
tangible.” It is “no longer a matter of mere sentiment” but 
11 one of undeniable reality.” We suppose the Government felt that 
they mere reouired to produce some “new fact" to upset tho 
"settled fact” before they could satisfy the conditions imposed 
on the Bengalis by Lord M or ley, and in their search for that 
rarity discovered that only the enlaigemcnt of the legislatures 
could be pressed into service if the ".bomb" had to be scrupul¬ 
ously avoided. We heartily sympathise with the difficulties of * 
the Government and are even prepared to say that it was not 
abject fear that mainly actuated them* to modify the Partition. But 
the last factor whirh could have entered into their calculations was 
the reforms. It is true that laird Curzon could not have contemp¬ 
lated them , but, then, Lord Morley had them clearly at the back 
of his mind who: he refused to c touch the Partition even with 
a pair of longs. Moreover, the reforms have not converted a 
majority into a minority or vie* versa. When the Hindus ‘of 
Bengal became minorities both in Eastern and Western Bengal, 
thew influence became that of minorities, albeit educated, wealthy, 
solid and assertive minorities The reforms only affected 
them so for as to make all representation direct as well as more 
extensi ve. If anything, the reforms provided safeguards for 
minorities of which the Hindus of Bengal could have evaded 
themselves if they had chosen. The " substantial grievance ” of the 
Hindus of Bengal that as minorities they “can never exercise 
in eit h" province that influence to which the? consider them¬ 
selves entitled by reason of their numbers, wealth and 
culture" is one which is shared whh them by Mnssahnans ift 
most other parts of India. In Sindh, for instance, the MussalmttS 
cannot exercise the influence to which their wealth and numbers 
entitle them, because they are yoked to «he wholly, dissimilar pro- 
, vinces of Guxeral and Deccan in the Bombay Preid«BCy, and w* 

, joined to Baluchistan and Western Punjab, to wbiefe linguistic tod 

, ethnic affinity point as the proper yoke-Cdlows of Sindh. In short, 

there never was a question of equity arid rightaoSdiwai 1 

1 we are told, no law of KmKntioniasn tfreMS^ htaathaParti- 
\ t 7 ' 'V 
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4 on was concerned. But if there existed these supreme ethical 
. considerations, then, we submit that theytime to pay heed to them 
was soon after the 5th of December, 1905, the Liberals came 
into power, even if the Unionists had passed them by on the 16th 
October of the sanfe year. "Honest John,” who cared for these 
things, had succeeded Mr. St. John Brodnck, the heedless Gallio of 
the Unionists. The British Government could then have re-con¬ 
sidered the question in all its bearings, and could have soothed 
the qualms of conscience by stepping forward boldly nnd announcing 
that even if they had not always been as wise as Solomon and had 
sometimes blundered badly, they were honest enough and bold 
.enough to confess 'their blunders and rectify them Then all this 
waste of Indian money and official energy, all this Bengali agitation, 
and consequent anarchy would have been prevented. But then 
Lord Motley, although he did not share with T-uid Cursun the 
belief that the "inconvenient storm of public opinion” was 
Ai machine-made ” and 11 the work of politiu&l wire pullers and 
-political agitators, 1 ’ and although he was disposed to Agree with 
those who thought that the Hindus of Bengal had in their 
•minds 11 a distinct feeling that they were going to suffer a great 
wrong and inconvenience, 11 declared that the Partition could not be 
aqpullcd or modified, and, in the words of the Bengalee ^ showed that 
>it was immaterial whether Liberals or Conservatives were in power, 
that there was but one party which governs India—in which all 
.distinctions between Liberals and Conservatives and Unionists are 
merged—the party which will not reconsider a mistake, even if 
admitted as such, on the ground that it was a 11 sc tiled fact ” Our 
contemporary wrote at the time that 11 to-day we stand in the unhappy 
position of having lost all faith in both political parties in England. 
If Mr . Motley can act ao, what may we nut l uf others^ of men 
it ho have never cared for prmtiplrs m poll tits and who luiv'c made 
office the aim of their ambition ?' 1 Would thaL we muld assure 
our contemporary that the faith lost through a Mori -y has been 
restored at last—at long last—through a Crewe. lL is not because 
Jbe Partition of a Curzon was unjust And inequitable that the Parti¬ 
tion of a Hardiiige has been sanctioned by the same Liberal 
-Government. 

If not inequitable in its motive and design, has il been a failure 
in its consequences ? Unless we believe in a statement which is 
either too rebellwusiy original to he true or loo platitudinous to be 
useful m practice, the Government do not acknowledge failure. 
By publishing a despatch obviously intended from the very beginning 
for public consumption in lnd'a rather than frr converting a scep¬ 
tical 01 unbelieving Secrecy of Stale anc. Cabinet in England, tne 
• Government have deprived themselves nut only of the cnance of 
being glenlicd as intensely righteous, but aUo of an opportunity u 
establishing their courageous candour in cunicssmg error 1 There is not 
a word in the whole despatch about the finjincial embarrassment of 
the administration, the unsalislactory mult of voicing A*sum with a 
part cf Bengal, og about the difhcull : es of communication between 
the Rnjshahi Division and Dacca The Partition is Acknowledged to 
have fulfilled 11 two of the chief purposes which its authors had in vu w " 
Itu stated to hava relieved the over burdened Administration o r Bengal 
jiod to have given "the Muhammadan population of J'.astern 
Bengal advantages and opportunities of which they lud peihaps 
hitherto not had their fair share. 11 But when a paragraph or two 
later, the Government of India come to “ sum up/ 1 they declare 
with the utmost boldness that 11 the results anticipated from the 
Partition have not been altogether realised.” That in a judgment 
Which none but a despotic bureaucracy could have inferred from the 
premisses that " much good work has been done in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam " and that " the Muhammadans of that province have 
.leaped the benefit of a sympathetic administration closely in touch 
with t hen * We fear we can see in this reversion and the reasoning 
-that it expected to recommend it neither righteousness nor the 
mvipg grace of a. sturdy common-sense. j 

What then has induced the Government \p modify the Partition ? 
1 | jt fear? One 6f the foujr indispensable requirements of a settle¬ 


ment which would be " satisfactory and conclusive »is, according to 
the Government themselves, that it " must be so clearly baaed upon 
broad grounds of political and administrative expediency AS to 
negative any presumption that it has been exacted by clamour or 
agitation/ 1 This is so obviousJy true that we would not have even 
referred to it had not the Government done their mighty best to 
disprove it themselves. How else is one to interpret para. 9 of the 
despatch of the Government of India ? It says : 

Various civcuinsLanccB have forced upon us Lhe conviction that the bitterness 
of feeling engendered by the Partition of Bengal is very widespread 
and unyielding, and that we are by no means at an end of the troubles 
which have followed upon that measure. Eastern Bengal and Assam 
has no doubt Iwnefitrd grearly by the Partition and the Muhammadum 
of the province, who form a large majority of the population, are loyal 
and contented ; but the resentment Amongst the Bengalis in both tbe 
provinces of Bengal, who hold most of the land, fill the professions and 
exercise a preponderating influence in public affiurs is an strong la ever, 
though soinewhm less vocal. 

Again, in para. 13/ the Government of India, referring to the 
Partition, stale that 

Ir relieved the overburdened administration of Bengal, and it gave tbe 
Muhammadan population of Eastern Bengal advantages and oppor¬ 
tunities of which they had, perhaps, hitherto not had their fair share. 

On the other hand, os wc have already pointed out, it waa deeply 
rcicnled by the Bengalis 

In para 15 also the 11 violent hostility” of the Bengalis is the 
dominant theme 

Although much good work has beui done in Eastern Bengal and Assam, and 
lhe Mill uunnn>dans ol ihat province liavc reaped the benefit of a 
sympathetic adininiitrntiun closely in Midi with them, those advan¬ 
tages have Ken in a great measure counterbalanced fay the violent 
hostility which the Partition has aroused amongst the Bengalih 

In effect the Government wish us to believe that although the new 
Province had benefited greatly from the Partition, and that 
justice wus at la>t done to its Moslem population which 1$ loyal and 
contented, all these advantages were sufficiently counterbalanced by 
" the resentment among the Bengalis,” by " the bitterness of feeling" 
which was “ very widespread and unyielding,” and by their 11 violent 
hostility ”, to have induced the Government to modify tbe Partition 
in lhe manner in which they have done If these clear statement* 
to the direct contrary are sufficient 11 to negative any presumption that 
it has been exacted by clamour and agitation,” then surely word* 
have lost their meaning or mankind has lost its senses. After all, the 
lest of these th'ngs is not the convirtions of the Gofkrninevit blit 
w hat the people themselves believe, and if the Government wish U> 
verify their own opinions and beliefs, they have not far to go. To use 
the immortal phrase of Lord Macaulay, which, however, has lost 
sum'" or its Jorce m these days in Bengal, "every schoolboy knows 1 * 
that it *s L ' cl Amour and agitation ” that have exacted the modifica¬ 
tion of lhe Partition. It is impossible to convince any sane Indian 
to-day that " clamour and agitation ” do not pay in Indian politics, 
borne are even inclined to think that agitation gains rather than 
lqscb 11 it has a slight flavour of force, and, mure for the sake of our 
own countrymen than of our Government, we trust that even 
if the main piuposiiion is universally accepted, the misOhievou* 
rider would prove wholly unconvincing 

But whatever influence "clamour and agitation” may have 
had, we ore convinced that they do not form the auun motive of 
the measure. For it is not the modification of the Partition but 
the transfer of the metropolis that has been mainly aimed at. For 
reasons which the Government of India have explained fairly frankly, 
though not exhaustively, they decided to shift the Capital from 
Calcutta, and in order to do this with as little opposition from Bengal 
as possible they discovered in the modification of the Partition the 
necessary sugar-coating for a bitter pill. That fatal doctrine with 
which European foreign politics has familiarised us to the extent 
of downright moral contempt, has, it seems, now peacefully pene¬ 
trated itself into internal administration as well. It was the great 
Doctrine of Compensation which gave Morocco to France and all 
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but gave Tripoli to Italy. To-day it given the rescission of the 
Partition to BcngaL Thii is roe full significance or the opening 
'Sentence of the Government of Iifiia’s despatch, and the true ex¬ 
planation of the reasons why these 14 two questions of great political 
moment 1 * are in their opinion 41 indissolubly linked together n As 
His Majesty’s announcement declares, it is only 44 as a conse¬ 
quence of that transfer” that the Partition is modified. In 
pan. 7 of their despatch, the Government openly declare 
that the Bengalis 44 should be reconciled to the change by 
other features of our scheme which are spa tally destined togwe 
satisfaction to Bengali sentiment. 1 ' It is the 11 proposal to make 
Delhi the future Capital of India" that is "the keystone of 
the whole project, 1 ’ and in spite of all that is wud about the 
widespread and unyielding bitterness of eeling in Bengal, the 
Government of India were nut at all prepared to modify the Parti¬ 
tion if Delhi was not made the capital. " According as it is accepted 
or not our scheme niufct stand or rail." Jn other words, the 
ideal Partition is not like viiiue its own reward, hut only the price 
of a transfer of the Capital I lie Marquis of ( ruwe is even frank 
ef, and in para. 7 of his despatch states openly that it is no mure 
than 14 the compensation which will be offered to Bengali senti¬ 
ment * for 14 the objections to the transfer which me likely to hr 
entertained in some quarters ” The cat is at last out of the bag » 
But, then, why all this long drawn sermon on the genesis and results 
of the Partition, and the sanctimonious talk of Bengalis “ labouring 
under a sense of real injustice which we believe it would be 
sound policy to remove without further delay ” ? It is bad enough 
to treat the people nsaparkur school children, but worse still to 
believe them to be fools as well. 

Now, it iu characteristic ol the Doctrine of Compensation that 
it must not be paid out or one’s plenty but oul ol the bare ncccs 
Maries of one’s poorest neighbour And India has been no e\tep- 
lion lo the rule. As Shelley had said, here, too. 

The weak one is smgltil 

To crnlure what it once pussiCHsI 

The Muaaalmons of Eastern Bengal, to whoso claims we shall refer 
in detail in a later issue, were the only people who happened to 
be 14 loyal And contented.’ 1 What could be easier than to politely 
disburden the loyal and contented Peter of his few woildly 
belongings in order to load the discontinued if not disloyal Paul 
with rewards and compensations ? The Mussulman* have no Panther 
10 send to Agadir, and it is too well established a rule of diplomacy 
that no Panlhti, no compensation 1 


Fence on Earth, 

44 The time drawsnear the birth of Christ.” Two days hcn< e,un 
the morning of the 25th December, Chriitums of all nun* and climes 
Will wake up to a festival of time-honoured solemnity ana joy 
Family hearths will sparkle Midi < beer, and the rustomnry JtstiviLies 
will mark the day, as of yore, amid dance and song and mirth and 
the ringing of the merry bells of Yuli. The devout mil seek a mnv 
spiriiqal birth in communion wirh the spirit ol the Lord. Glirutum 
Churches in Lheir thousands will chant forth from their closers the 
glad tidings of peace and gnudwll to all mankind. 

Never was the great Menage k of the Prince or Peace more needed 
by the sinful denizens of thi? earth than n is to-day. Jesus of Nazar¬ 
eth came to heal the wounds of a pagan world that was tom and 
bleeding under the ruthless might aiid greed at' selfish Rome. He 
Might men to remember their Covenant, to rise out of their dork and 
dingy horizons end embrace the whole world as kin, to cast out 
selfishness and not to trespass against their fellow men, to live in peace 
and goodwill on earth, for only thtese that are meek in spirit and hunger 
lor righteousness shall inherit the kingdom of Heaven. The divine 
message brought infinite hope and healing to the bruised heart of 
man. It lilted him out of lbs sorrow that, was speechless and 
anguish that was dumb. The spirit of a new bom gladness began 


to move over the face of the earth. From die prince to the lowtf 
dweller of the cottage aC felt the joy of resurrection and in tbfctr 
very intoxication of joy began to see ip the image fif the Master a 
a Divine promise for the millennium. The opw dispensation began 
to work its way into the daily lives of men and led to a new synthesis, 
which under the orthodox title of Christianity has permanently shaped^ 
the lives of a large portion of mankind. In the course of 1,900 years 
it has undergone strange mutations under the stress of secular 
forces, but it is still a vital creed and satisfies the hearts of millions 
Whether a religious belief creates the secular environment for 
human activities or is itself but a creature of the environment, 
we need not pause here to consider. To us <thc only matter of 
interest on the eve of the solemn Festival that is held to celebrate 
the birth of Chribt, is to see how Tar the spirit of his teaching 
enters into the lives nrJ conduct of those who accept him 
as Divine guide. It happens at this stage of human history 
that the Christian nationalities of Europe dominate, 1 to a very large 
extent, the destinies o( mankind. Thu/ hold mott of the sources- 
of know ledge and po>\er. 'Their scientific And industrial 
achievements, their political evolution which has led to 

inliaite material wellbeing, the immense sweep and variety 
of their thought embodied in sciences, arts and literatures 
of growing beauty and power have given them the position 
of the over-lord in - international affairs. All th? non-Christian 
races are cither under their direct guidance and control or 
subject to their indirect but powerful influence They hAve 
fixed the type and tone of modern civilisation and have set the 
pace to all human endeavour. Their thoughts, manners, customs 
and institutions, then methods of work and industry, their 
weapons nf peace as well as of war arc finding their way into every 
country, however different m social and political practice and dis¬ 
similar in ethical conceptions and faith. Europe is the home of ideas, 
the source of light, the envied model that the rest of the world ts con¬ 
sciously or unconsciously copying with feverish energy and pride. 

Is Christian Europe ilsrlf true to ns ideal ? Has the Divine Message 
still the sanctity of 1 covenant or has it sunk to a mere conven¬ 
tion more honoured in the breach than in the observance ? 


A spinlual creed after the rough and tumble of a long struggle 
with mundane forces cannot but lose some of its pristine vigour 
aud inspiration The indomitable conviction that braced the • 
believer for tin torture-agony of bung broken on the wheel or burnt 
at the stake may not have lost its idealism , but it hAs fo«t much of its 
fervour. The blood of the martyr is no longer the seed of tti-s Church, 
lor no bloud is spilled now either in defence of a dogma or in fighting 
againsl heresy. Chnstian Europe dunks too much and believes at 
discrcnon. The in esponsible freedom of doubt has it, attractions, 

and no onr would willingly thrust his head into the noose of some 
highly exacting principle. A well-groomed mail of culhfte 
should have a keen, fastidious and critical senate of humour, and* 
whatever else he may tolerate, he should despise all enrhmsiAMai 
a$ freaks of underbred and ill-balanced minds, Toleration has 
lost nil its ancient prace and meaning. The fanatic thought 
the unbeliever to be fit only for Hell and damnation, *but lie- 
left it to God to punish the heretic, and meamwbile tolerated 
his existence. But the modem man of culture has no strength of T 
belief to tolerate unbelief He has grown indifferent even to his- 
own indifference. « 


The unchartered freedom of thought and of chance desires that 
characterises all the intellectual and spiritual tendencies of the most 
advanced societies of .modem Europe,' may Je»<! one to imagine 
that the absence of religiouB fanaticism and bigotry is .exactly thr 
atmosphere for the growth of universal brotherhood and peace. 
Nothing of the kind, howover, can be at all possible ih suchjuv 
atmosphere. Liberty and peace can thrive only withfq weH-definaft 
limits, whether those limits are set by state pr religion. jSpipttial 
anarchy gives place to the pettier hut Ear more grinding tfiktipy qf 
fashion Europe has smashed its spiritual dogmas, hjgjt itbas Jti 
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teck on ioqaJ and racial conventions on scientific superstitions, on 
the dogmas of political economy and personal gain. All social life is, 
therefore, a conflict, strenuous, selfish or vain, carried on behind 
the shams. Alf ph^osophy of existence may be summed up as a 
sort of anarchism in thought and social relations, latsses fain in 
Vdigwn and expediency tempered wi#i brute force in politics. 

The grievous distemper of modem age does not alarm even 
men of genuine conviction and breadth of intellectual vision. It 
haa become a part of their habit to take things as they arc. Other¬ 
wise its existence would be inconceivable. The resources of modem 
civilisation to remedy this state of things are enormous, but they 
Are literally running to waste. The stress, the 'conflict, the cruelty 
and the equator of some of the aspects of social and political life 
even in the most advanced parts of the civilised world are perhaps 
keenly felt but very faintly uttered. Custom ba* staled even the faint 
ntterances that find their echo in the Press. It would be a kindly 
Isfte that coulc^ by the operation of some prodigy, reveal, as if in a flash, 
10 the civilised rulers of mankind, the misery, the suffering, the unutler 
able waste ot human life. Suppose a member of the Society of Inter 
Planetary Communication in Mars were to visit the Earth with a 
view to study the ways of man The.impn. ssions of the Martian 
visitor would be immeasurably Iroh and interesting After a couple 
of months’ tour round the Earth, even at tig: breakneck speed of 
Llia fashionable Yankee tourist, let him be interviewed, preferably by 
Mr. W. T Stead. Thu report ot the interview would be a revelation 
even to the most impossible peace visionary that ever got on 
the nerves ot die Time a. l'ht Martian would begin perhaps by doubt¬ 
ing it the Jvarth was inliabitc d by one single species, man, and would 
point to the bewildering vaiiety of languages, custom manners, modes 
of dress and living in support ol his doubt A little reassured un this 
point, lie would begin to marvel at the existence of frontiers, Hei Is, 
armies and ternble engines of destiuction, and only pollte.iess would 
keep him *rom telling Mr. Stead, that the " countucV appeared tr, him 
to be so many dens of wild beasts, that preyed on one anolta rand lived 
or* devourng the weak He would speak of the institution of war as a 
murderous devise to rectify the blunders of social orgamsat.on, which 
was based on mutual hostility and greed. He would instance die 
T urko-Italian conflict as a criminal waste of material resources and 
human life. What wtre the causes behind this conflict * Even suppos- 
■ mg competition Lo he the regulating law of international and sot ml 
relations —x hypotties.s absolutely unthmlahle in view of the ultimate 
purpose of human life—how would fhat conflict mcmis* the 
material well bemg of the tym tartan is and Tieir respective nations ? 
Not one out of a hundred on either side knew why the conflict 
was going on, not one out of a ihoasaud stor'd to gain any tiling 
by it, nut one out of a irniUon coy Id escape the tumble effects ot 
enormous drain in bltaid and treasure lh.U it would entail 
It flbeiiieo to him that a few financiers or company promoters had 
hypnotised the rulenfof Italy with the glamour and romance of a bold 
adventure. Il was die existence of speculative finance—the false 
economic basis, ths spurious value of gold and the ultei dmunatun 
ot human individuality m the most impoitant o f human affairs - that 
ivas al root of all the ills of the Earth. Why did the millionaire 
hoardJus millions? Why did die finuncial sharks float about 
Che stock exchanges to devour die humbler fry ? Why this earth 
hunger, this driven scramble for more and more ? A Russia wanting 
lo crush a Persia, a landlord his tenant, a capitalist his labourer ? 
Why this swindling and cheating and lying, this fever and fret and 
squalor ? And then, the distress, the disease, the cold, creeping 
poverty ? Was it npt because your wise men of the earth had built 
on gold os the sole value and test of social relationship ? It was gold 
that rteant everything to mankind, everything worth having: life, 
comfort, honour, power, wisdom. 

The unearthly visitor might even speak of the organisation of 
$dift 4 in Cities, their dinginess, their grey discomforts Aid their slums ; of 
ibe consequent stunted giofrth of the race \ of the division of labour 
tad fa manifest enmities and absurdities; of the chance rearing cif 


children And tbeir imperfect education; of the haphazard develop¬ 
ment and organisation of knowledge and of other myriads 
matters vitally important for human welfare, which would take 
Mr. Stead's breath away. But the thing he would be most anxious 
to know would naturally be the character of human aims and ideals. 
He would speak of human religions, and after hearing an eloquent 
exposition of the teachings of Christ from Mr. Stead, he would 
wonder why such glorious rules of conduct were not observed 
in practice. Human nature was imperfect and slowly grew and 
learnt by failures and misdirections. But after two thousand years 
to have to confess that Christian ideals were as yet no better 
than pulpit orations and Sunday sermons, was a matter nf infinite 
pity for mankind Speaking of the diversity of human beliefs he 
would remark that the Martians had attained to a unity of religious 
conception, but that if men might still differ about their Heavens, 
they could surely unite for the puiposcs of common existence on 
the Earth The amelioration of the conditions of life, the growth 
of creature comfort*, the progress of knowledge, the disappear¬ 
ance of distress, poverty and disoa.se would be equally bene¬ 
ficial for all It was almost intolerable tojnm to have to feel that 
man could hale and persecute his fellowman for different concep¬ 
tions of the hie purpose, that Mussulmans or Hindus were despised 
hy Chi 1 stums or by each other on account of their faiths, that a 
Jew could be tortured and done to death because he was a Jew. 
YeL this was die daily fare of the life of humanity on this planet. 
The Martian would be Lorn by alternate feelings of pity and despair. 
And while the spedm lo of humanity growling amidst wars, famines, 
aggressions, labour strifes and conflicts, economic aud material 
waste, squalor, disease and misery would move him deeply, a sermon 
on "The Triumph of Civilisation” hy a Liberal Bishop of Italy, the 
scrviuu of Jesus Chris,, would drive him in despair back to Mara. 
If the message ot r!u Ihincu of Peace has failed to influence the 
ChrisiUiMivihsal.on of modern Europe, the Martian visitor might 
pci haps move Ins Sonrij to sti.d a mission to promote “ peace on 
earth and goodwill among mankind ” 


Corrigenda. 

We regret that owing to misprints and clerical mistakes the 
following errors have crept into the announcements of Contributions 
to the Turkish Relief Fund 
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Verse. 

Storm. 

And with the dawn of love there came the time, 
When lives thus intertwined are lived in fierce 
Relation momently. Unskilled to pierce 
The crust of strange emotion, or to climb 
The scatheless steps up the huge steeps sublime 
Of passion, doubts would come to us, and tears 
Of jealous rage to sink us in the slime 
Of dank despair, and slough'of secret fears. 


Not often. Love had days informed with life 
Intense. World-ignorant, in sooth, we were ; 
Haply heart-ignorant; we dared explore 
Love’s utmost reaches, guideless in the strife 
With new desires; nor feared to brave the st(r 
Of rolling waves on passion’s restless shore. 


Wasiti. , 





The Battle of the Boons. 

By Ouh Special War CoRRRSPoHiiKNT/.CENKRAi. Gup, G U.I j . 

K.I.C.K., K.NOC.K, K I.L.L., ot thk 11 Gaol or 
Glory Boys 11 Riuyikni’. 

On THE 12 th day of December, your Special War Correspon- 
dent, whenever tests at scars although he never felt a wound- 
excepting the rather formidable gashes inflicted by the matutinal 
barber—turned his martial footsteps towards the great battloplain 
of Delhi. It was here that according to “ the sacred legends ahich 
go bock even beyond the dawn of history ", and are about as 
reliable as the 11 authentic war news” published by the Italians 
in the year of their disgrace, 1911,—it was here, I say -and w 
say the Government of India, whom you may disbelieve at your 
peril—that 41 the Panel a va Princes longht out with the Kurawas the 
epic struggle recorded in the Mahabharaip. " It was here that the Great 
Battle raged for ift days, at the end of which both parties Miored 
peacefully like brothers, having been gorged by brotherly blood, 
of which, being thicker even than camp ^atcr, they had drunk 
bucketsfull. 

But even the glories of that Great flattie pale into insignificance 
and fade from the stencil-plates of memory in companion wth the 
tragic encr outer that 1 am about to descubc. Ever since His 
Majesty bod expressed his intention of visiting this Imperial City 
more chon a year ago, the mobilisation of the Boons had com¬ 
menced. It was not only the Regulars like 11 Relief from All 
T axat ion M and 11 Jiisbondmcnt of the British Army” that were 
Called out, Reservists and Redifs of all colours and complexions 
had also begun to Hock to the RigsUH on the Ruig; whence 
the combatants wye to descend to the Amphitheatre Even old 
veterans tliat had been believed to be dead and bunrd these fifty 
years, such us the 11 Restoration of Oudh,” linmed mo vitw 
many months before the day ol balUc, Unborn tot’ics aUo f such 
as tne “ Prevention of Cow-lulling,” ill conceited and of dmibttnl 
parentage, were struggling for an entry into the lMs uf Boons 
The 11 Royal Viceroy " of the (teekwar and the Aga Khan was 
pompously parading on the toyal road to Delhi, while Kfir 
Hadlie’s “Labour Republic 4 and Dr. Rutherford V'Jmjierial Duma” 
were reconnoitring ® the neighbourhood. Si j jut Suren Babu's 

44 United Bengal” and Bhupen Babu’s ^Uodificatuni 14 were also rtnig 
gling for some coin of vantage Nor was “ Behnr tor the Behans " 
absent from this animated scenes U. Ps 11 Council Government," 
the Punjab's “High Court * and Nawab Salimullah’s 41 Further Vivi¬ 
section of Bengal w and itte “ Abolition of Sealdah Station " were 
among the sturdy wuiriof* Some hod guns and muskets j others 
swords, and lances, and battle-axes, But (he Mild Hindu carried a Bill 
of hU own in his hands with wmetbing of the valour of Maharashtra 
and Bol Gungodhar Tilak. The Moslem League sometimes fraternis¬ 
ed surreptitiously with the Mild Hindu and sometimes marched 
(hr fin advance of the Congress vanguard under the banner 
of a 14 Sandhurst for Gatekeepers and Opium-eaters.” “Indian 
Volunteers * hustled the 41 Repeal of the Arms Act", and brushed 
iiast * Simultaneous Civil Service Examinations." "Free Salt” 
mustered strong, and the Borons of Oudh had hastily equipped a 
vi Sixty Years’ Revision * failingan up-to-date “Permanent Settlement." 
11 Pensions for Patriotic Political Prisoners "rubbed shoulders with the 
Kmm'n "His Majesty" and the Maharaja of Dwbhangas “His 
'Highness*' But among all these Boom Rampant the * Santee High- 
ne* *of Mir Jafiu’s Direct Descendant was enjoying a splendid inter 


tion ‘^Presidentships of the Railway Board for Railway Guards * vied 
with “Director-Generalships for Telegraph Signallers" in valour 
and with J" Surgeon-Generalships for Military Assistant Surgeons * 
in indiscretion Hut striding ahead of all were the 4f Pasteur Institute 
for the Pi dog ” and a 14 Substantial Subsidy for the Statesman* 

Equipped with a telescope for Big Boons and a microscope fin 
Small Boons and a megaphone to hear the still small voice of H. E. 
your Special War Correspondent proceeded towards the Am- 
pitheatrc, a mightier arena than the Coliseum for thr display of 
gladiatorial prowess and a sterner battlefield than the plain of 
Krukfchetra for the tcsL of martial valour When the trumpeter* 
had ended tfcar ride on prancing palfreys and hod finished blowing 
their own trumpets and beating their big drums, the English 
Herald read in English the Proclamation of His Majesty, and 
the ,4 Moslem Herald ” burst the tympanums of our unprot 
ccted ears with his full-throated Punjabi-Urdu, improved by an occa¬ 
sional million of Pushtoo gutterals from the Borderland. Then 
began the tray, and Boon after Boon was smitten hip and thigh 
by ihe valiant little band of H E. The Mild Hindu’s Bil» pro¬ 
tected 11 Universal Primary Education ” only so far that the haby 
knight of the Lecture-Room was allowed to encroach stealthily cm 
the monopoly of the veteran knight of the Barrack-Room Many, 
soldiers and civilians found that their Calendar for pmposcs of pay 
had somehow got an ndhtk was of, 15 days' duiation. Orders of 
British'India were littered everywhere and were picked up not only 
by the Frontier Militia and the Military Tolies but also by the Im¬ 
perial Service Troops. But social reformers were severelv injured 
by un unexpected shot Assignments of allowances of the Order 
of Merit, which gave to widows of soldiers a three years 1 pro¬ 
bation for securing a hushwid, expended the period to death* and 
thus removed the dire necessity of seeking Ihe earlier calamity 
of a second lord and master. And 14 Victoria Cross" the darling 
of the subalterns, rested contentedly after the fray on (be sooty 
bosoms of Indian warriors Docility on the frontier got fakirs and 
Mmm. Duality in the interior was rewarded with relief from 
Nan ami on succession to States and remission of debts. Prisoner* 
went romping about twitting the C.I.D., while Gratiado* tended 
the jusitce of a new Daniel come to judgment who let df Antonio* 
heart-whole and >et gave iheiT pound of flesh to the Shy lock*. 
14 The Old Curiosity Shop ” of ancient learning got a ned loose of 
life, and the Khan Bahadurs who needed no " distinctive 
to mark them off from mankind at last found their one desideratum, 
41 honour and respect" As Mark Antony has it, “So ate they 
all, alt honourable men I * 

But all these great victors in the battle of Boon* were such 
lean and pony creatines that the beholders wondered by who* 
miracle they liad vanquished the mighty foes that Opposed 
them. Little did they know that although some fonmdabte 
foes had become hon dt combat^ the real victor hod yet*by be 
ushered in by His Mates ty himself-^the unknown Knightwhoentered 
into die lists in thi$ Ivanho» Delhi the Drenhented, that wen 
at long last the prize of an Empire's Capital from die King of Justice 
and the Queen of Beauty. Bhupen Babu winked with one eye arid 


Be Queen 
with the 


other when bis 1 


lSnpmg bemud* 

But u loyal and sturdy Bebar u $tote away a pmj* Bte ecmmifo 
and the “loyal andoontentad Mutoaknans* LBbafflam verhltft 
to console diemaetete wfcb the qf 

Bahadur. Poor Ebasaam had wanted* ftwyliriwtel 

fhat ia how modem Governments pdrebareP^i# ^5 
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News of the Week. 

Reuter wired from ^Tripoli.—The Italians have advanced and 
occupied the seaport of Tajuia. Numbers of Arabs submitted 
withoufc fighting. 

It is stated in Constantinople that the question of the Dai- 
danelles is now considered as shelved. 

The Egyptian Government has sent a company of soldiers to 
occupy Solium district of Barca (Tripoli), which Turkey has 
temporarily ceded to Egypt till the end of the war. 

Reuter wired from Mombassa on i6th December -Owing to 
the hostility of Mahomedans at Zanzibar the Italian mail boats 
have ceased calling there. 

Reuter starts there are no grounds for the exaggerated reports 
with reference in the despatch of Egyptian troops to the Solium 
district of Barca, the action being merely due to the recent decision 
of the Egyptian Government to establish a frontier po*t in Solium 
within the Egyptian boundary 

The Nationalist journal At Alarn has been .suspended for three 
morith.* for violent attacks on the Government. 

1 Reuter wires from P.ome that the Italians made a strong reconnaissance 

on the 19th instant and attempted to surprise add surround the enemy 
occupying the oasis beyond Ainzara The enemy, however, was 
stronger than expected, numbenng over j.ooo. Fighting went on 
all night, the enemy finally retiring. The Italian'-, had 86 casual 
ties. Severe fighting broke out on 16th December at Derna when 
two thousand Turks made two separate attack r on Italian troops, who 
were constructing defence works The Italians, who lost three 
kille and twenty-four wounded, had to call up repeated rcmlorre- 
ments before they succeeded in driving off the Turks 


News by the English Mail. 

(From thk "Times” Own Cornksfondant) 


Sofia, November ifi. 

The revival of the famous 11 Internal Organization ” in Mace¬ 
donia is the direct result of thefailuie of Young Turk administration 
in that unhappy country. The Organization was founded in 1893 
by two Macedonian Bulgars, Damian Giueff and Gut/e Del* heff, 
who succeeded in welding together the various revolutionary bodies 
# mailing in Macedonia at that lime. It has always been a purely 
Macedonian Society, refraining os a rule from co-operation with the 
revolutionary groups in Bulgaria, and proclaiming as its object the 
attainment of autonomy for Macedonia From the cUt^ of it:- 
. foundation tin 190? it pracpcaUy exefused pn irnperium m impenn 
throughout the country, maintamg its own police and tribunals and 
levying contributions m the \aiious rayons cr districts which owned 
its sway. In July 1908 the chiefs or the Organization, being con¬ 
vinced of the sincerity of the Young Turks 1 promises, lent then aid 
to the military revolution, and in*the follow ng year several of them 
with their men participated in the march to Constantinople. For 
sonfe months after this emit the Organization practically suspended 
its activity, and to reme extent became merged in the Bulgarian 
Constitutional clubs, which were at first recognized by the Young 
Turks, but were soon suppressed. The harsh meaurq subsequently 
adopted by the hew regime and the cruellies practised during the 
disarmament of the Christian population, led to the rewval of the 
network of secret societies which now extends over the whole 
oountry ;• the Internal Organization has resumed its formei activity 
and preparations are being made for a terrorist campaign in the 
coining spring. 

Indictment of the Young Turks. 


In a memorandum addressed to the Consuls of Great Britain, 
Austria Hungry, Russia and France in Macedonia the executive of 
the Internal Organization describes the Young Turk revolution of 
1908 as a coup dt the dire designed to throw dust in the eyes of 
Europe with the object of getting rid of the control of the Powers 
m Macedonia. No effort has been made to ameliorate the condition 
-Of the subject population, which is described as more intolerable 
totday than during the reign of Abdul Haihid. Pillage, Assassination 
aridUie violation of women are of common occurrence; the Bul- 
cultivators are expelled from their Gums to make room for 
Al immigrants; torture is systematically practised; Turkish 
are Qipoired for the jpersecutian of ttyb more intelligent 
! i; the Christians recruited for the Army are treated with 
, forced contribution* aria exacted for the Fleet and for 
1; and a harbareus few haa been illegally applied for the 
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■uppresrion of revolutionary bands. Compared with the last four 
years of the Hamidian epoch, when European control existed and 
the country enjoyed a certain financial autonomy, the condition of 
the people is infinitely worse and their sufferings have increased. 

The revolutionary movement, the document 'proceeds, which 
was suspended in 1908, has consequently revived It was resumed 
last spring in certain districts owing to the atrocities committed during 
the disarmament; other districts remained quiet for tactical reasons 
approved by the Organization. After a struggle of 18 years the 
Organization retains its vitality The Turkish Army, however 
effective it may be against a foreign foe, will avail nothing against 
discontent at home Great sacrifice must be faced, but not greater 
than the sufferings now endured at the hands of the Turkish 
authorities. Experience has shown that orderly Government and 
equality of rights cannot be attained in any Turkish province until 
it has been withdrawn from the direct authority of Constantinople, 
and provided with autonomous institutions guaranteed by the 
Powers. For this reason the discontinuance of the reforming 
activity of the Powers and the abandonment of the Reval prngamme 
are to be deplored. The Internal Organization, the memorandum 
concludes, accepts the responsibility for the conflicts which* have 
token place with the Turkish forces during the last two years, 
and declares thin henceforth it will carry on the struggle with all 
the means at Us disposal in order to obtain autonomy for 
Macedonia. 

Salonika 1 November 2J. 

In the onr at of along ind important interview Hadji Adil; 
Bey —president of the Committee of Union and Progress—and . 
Dr No/im Bey have to-day Informed me that' 

First, the war between Turkey and Italy cannot be terminated \ 
except by a solution favourable to Turkey. Secondly, whilst the * 
action of Italy has undoubtedly produced a sentiment of antagon- t 
ism amongst the Moslem population of the whole world towards ^ 
Chris tun Europe, the Committee and the Turkish Government 
have done nothing cieate' a feeling of Pan IsUmism in Turkey. 
Thirdly, Turkey has no intention of attacking Greece or any off 
her other Balkan neighbours. 

During the last ten days I understand that at least 13,500 
troops have been sent to Northern Albania. It is not clear here 
whether thii measure has been taken with a view to possible 
hostilities with Montenegro or as a precaution against unforeseen 
events in Albania. 

Rome, November 26 » 

There is no change in the situation at Tripoli. A desultory 
fire is still being maintained ■)>* the enemy against the eastern side 
of the Italian lines without any great effect. Such reconnaissances as 
hate been made both by Cavalry and aeroplanes have failed to discover 
any large bodies of the enemy, who seem to be concentrated alto¬ 
gether at Ain Zara and the neighbouring oasis The heavy guns 
of the Carlo Alberto are brought to bear on the further parts of 
the oasis whenever the wind permits the use of a captive balloon 
for the purpose of directing the fire. 

Malta p November 29. 

'Ihe/b arrived here to-day bound for Tripoli with railway 
plant, rolling stuck, and up-to-date machinery, including a new 
rail-laying machine. Some 400 sappers with a full complement of 
officers are on board. Another ship with further material is starting 
for Tripoli direct to-morrow. 

, Rome, November JO. 

Details of one or two skirmishes are given in to-cUy's Official 
report from Tripoli. The work of strengthening the new position* 
is Being actively pushed forward in spite of frequent attempts on 
the pait of the enemy to interrupt it. Yesterday the Benaglieri 
and Grenadiers buried the bodies of the men killed in the action 
of the 23rd instant. 

The Italian steamer Citta de Catania has captured off Caffe 
Hadrian a Greek sailing ship named the San Nicola with contraband 
on board and has towed her to Bengahzi. (Reuter.) 

The Aden correspondent of the Times of India writing on the 
and instant, saysThe situation in the Red Sea is growing more 
serious. According to advices received from Hodeida this morning 
by the Khedivial steamer, the Italian cruisers, Staffetta and Calabna, 
which have been stationed in Mossawa and Assad waters for some 
time, proceeded to the Turkish Coast of the Red Sox on the 30th 
November and opened fire on the Turkish port of Mocha and 
also on Yukbtel, lying a few hours from the former port, and destroy¬ 
ing a good many buildings. From Mocha, the Italian warships 
went to Bab-Al-Mandab, and bombarded Shaikh Said, which is 
some distance from Perim. The Turks are reported to have 
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replied from the Sheikh Slid fort*, hot tbei 
known. According to Turkish despatches received m Hodode, 
on the iet instant, however, the Italian iBdip 
been dieablcd and the other cruiser i» said to have been so* 
off Shaikh Said by Turkish shells from the Shaikh Said forts. 
It is said that the object of the Italians f in bombarding M«Jaa^ 
the other Turkish place* is to prevent an attack by the 1 “ 
Mocha and Shaikh Said, on Rab^iti, and the adjacent Italian 
pI lTMj which are §ome hours from Shaikh Said. 

Shaikh Said is a fortress of soi^e strategical importance, for it 
has several foito commanding the route to Mossawa, and other parts 
of the Coast of Krythrea. The garrison has now been strengthened. 
These forts are reported to have now been improved and have been 
equipped with more guns. It is also reported that over a.ooo Arab 
Volunteers enlisted in Taw and the sourrouoding places are 
being concentrated on the hinterland of Rahaita and it is not im¬ 
probable that KahaiU may be attacked. 


Moslem Feeling. 

Under the auspices of the Anjumani-Mufidunnisvan a meet- 
jag of the women of Kszi Mohalla, Bangalore, was held m the 
premises of the late Khan Bahadur Mohammad Salih, in con¬ 
nection with the war in Tripoli. Speeches were made and prayer* 

were offered for Turkish success in the war in Irtpoli. Inechiel 

mull of the meeting was the contribution of monev in aid of the 
Turkish Relief Fund, which was sent to the C<,mradt Office. 

At a recent meeting of the London All India Moslem League, 
the following Resolutions were passed — 

I. That in view of the profound feeling of indignation at the 
Ittdien invasion of Tripoli, in violation of ihe Law of Nations, 
which, as the most recent reports coming from the East attest, is 
not confined to Mussulmans, and of the certainty that a continence 
of the conflict will aggravate the bitterness on both sides, and that 
My extension of h .stifities, as has been threatened by l* * 

add to the growing unrest, the Committee of the Lor,don All-India 

Moslem League feel it their loval duty to appeal to their fellow- 
subleca all over the British Empire to urge upon the Italian nation 
to desist, out of regard for their own traditional love of liberty, from 
the prosecution of the war to subjugate a people whom they had 
avowedly gone to liberate from the Turkish yoke, and who have 
now shown hy their determined opposition their repugnance to 
submit to a rule wholly alien to them by race and religion; and 
that in any case the Italian army, in remembrance of their own 
snuggles, should not treat as " rebels" the inhabitants ol the m- 
«dea country fighting for freedom, or lie permitted to destroy their 
date and olive plantations which supply their chief sustenance 

s. That as loyal sublets of the King, anil deeply interested 
in the peaceful and contented development of the Indian peoples 
underthemgi*of the British Crown, the Committee feel it their 
duty to invite the attention of the British nation In the ferment 
the Russian advance into Persia has already caused in Indio, and 
to its injurious effect on the feelings of the Mussulman people; and 
they respectfully and earnestly join in the appeal that England should 
ule her best endeavours to save Persia struggling loi regeneration 
from a course of treatment which, if persisted in, must inevitably 
lead to her dissolution, a consummation neithei desired by ureat 
Britain nor conducive to the interests of the British Empire. 

-0 

— ' i 

Protest by the Islamic Society, London. 

Proceedings of the mating convened by the Islamic Society 
at Carton Hall on the nth November tyiii , . 

STlie Chairman, Khalid Sheldrake Kffendi, calk'd upon Mr. 
Jelal Shah to read letters from those who could not attend the 
meeting. 

The first resolution was proposed by Mr. Orme. 

Seconded by Dr, Rutherford- 

Supported by Archdeacon B. Potter, Bishop of Cyprus. 

Tho second resolution was proposed by Mr. Jelal Shah. 

Seconded by Mr. Jackson. 

Supported by Mr. A- Rauf All. 

The third resolution wk proposed by Mr. Mahomed Sharaf. 

Seconded by Mr. Abdul Ghent Khan. 

Supported by Mr. Khaja IsmaiL 
i. That this meeting: convened under the auspices of the 
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Iriamic Society, condemns the war of Italy against Turkey in Tripoli 
amt expresses its horror and indignation at the temblc atrocities 

r * . . _I- _hmI»1I«s tit* wimffn Ulfl 


M4 that 


immediately cease and that compensaDon be m*e » tw umm 

who have thus suffered. t _ 

*• That to mure IbUy ^ussalaiafi'^toKjycott all Italian 

unfortunate victims we call upon ol description the 

goods, and to refrain from all business « any v 

^r^tte^TbouW not be 
war iSto other of the Ottoman E = . £ 

ZOEZlb JJiiuSwto H?s Imperial Majesty the Sulfan. 

The Atrocities in Tripoli. 

Mr Francs M’Cullaoh, 

York World and the Westminster Gazette, described 

by Italian soldiers were untrue Mr W. T. Stead, wno pres eu, 
appealed for order, and promised the objectors that they ^should be 
eiven a hearing afterwards. In this way orde 
a time, but tbe Italian objector. “““gfili"before 

Bas**"? r & *£&£ zjszz 
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General Caneva in command of a gallant army. iCheeij 
m l i,j to describe various acts of the Italians which he bad him- 
;«d d '0nl6th October, while some Italian 
were nassine a factory, behind which there was a nanve ge 
inhabited exclusively by workers at the mill, twoi shots were firmly Ij 
wu said that one Italian soldier was wounded in the leg. He coiiW 
™ “find that soldier But for these two shots over 4,000 peopto 
■ , iheii lives ("Shame’”) A slaughter began in that village 

wasno other cause whatever for the slaughter Hrihedseen be J- 

ridden women and little boys who had been shot by *• 

„ not war |> u t murder. Arabs were killed on the flimsiest prmo. 
IKn ?ere“ut to death because knives. or rarors. or empty crntridgro 
were found in their houses. 

Sir Francis Vane said he had never known people|ess'J 1 “J 
to commit such atrocities than the Italians. Wha1 they’ bed^o 

protest against was the intemational hoougamsm called war ™ 

provocation for the alleged atrocities had not been shown on 

the screen. * _ . 

Lieutenant Ivace, an Italian officer of the 3rd African Regiment, 
»d that «Tltalian soldiers were killed m e treacherous 
t£ people who killed them were murderers mid were treated 

as Burh ^ 

On the morion of Mr. Mason, M P, seconded by Mr. Mm- 
Callum Scott, M.P, a resolution in the following terms wee cawied 
bv ft large majority % . 

"That this meeting having heard Mr. M'Cullaghs *U« S'*t 
os to he deeds done by the Italian Army on three cxmrec nnredy 
after fiahtiuR had ceased, end having further heard the stoteesesit 

the British and Italian Governments were parties, calls upon Mw 
Majesty’s Government to make immediate ■«!£"« J? jjj , 
authenticity of the specific statementsthat these 
violated in tbe shooting of unarmed men, the 
„Hfred misonerv. and the kilhng of women and children, End 

desires that the Government should do what il 
authority of The Hague Code by publiihui & ta , tead of *upptW- 
iag, the facts, and by making foroui represeombon. to the^b* 
Government os to tho violation of the rules of war committed bf 
the Italian troops in the oasis of Tripoli. . 

Italy's Task in the Mediterranean. 

(By Th* “ Tims ” Miutarv Criaowomairr.) 
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It Will he obvious to any one who studies the Italian Press that 
eii uneasy feeling prevails that Italy is in for a more arduous enter¬ 
prise than she anticipated. There is no lack of patriotism and of 
-enthusiasm for the war, bat,the first ardour* are giving way to a 
spirit of reflecticit, and it is seen at last that though it is easy to 
make war it is no? so easy to make peace. Gieat as is the advantage 
which Italy possess^ from her dominance at sea, it lias yet to be 
proved that sea power alone can bring such pressure to bear upon 
chp Turkish Government as to compel it to make peace against its 
mil. 

The Situation at Tripoli 

Italy must have accumulated at least 30,000 men at Tripoli 
itself by this time. This large force continues to allow itself to be 
cooped up at the western end of tlje oasis by a Turkish force which 
can scarcely exceed 3,000 Regulars supplemented by a varying 
number of Arab auxilaries. On the 6th and 7th November, the arrival 
of reinforcements Allowed General Caneva to recover pari or the line 
which he abandoned after the fighting on the 26th October, but the 
Italian eastern front is apparently Feschlum-Fort Sldi Messri, and Hearn' 
is still in Turkish hands. It is reslly extraordinary that the Italians 
should not have been able to dear the eastern end ol the Tripoli 
puis and to drive their antagonists back into the desert. It is true 
that the palm groves and enclosures afford good cover and that an 
attack may not be child's-play, but the enormous disparity of foice 
.and the Italian control at sea should make this operation very easy 
for good troops. Heavy weather and much nun occurred up to the 
18th November, inundating many Italian trenches. This nuiy have 
delayed action if there is on idea of landing troops at Tajura to co¬ 
operate in the attach, but the rain ceased on the 1 r,Lh November and 
no further excuse for inaction 11 valid. The trouble about the defensive 
tactics hitherto c.nployed is that they injure initiative and activity, 
and cause a lethargy to spread through All rank? It never pays to 
make spades trumps in colonial WArs, or indeed in any other 

THF SlTUAUON IN CtKhXAlfX 

Practically the same tactio have been followed at Benga/i as 
at Tripoli. Very slowly and cautiously die lines have been extended, 
and large numbers of the inhabitants have been deported. But 
110 Attempt lias been made to take the field, while .t f Denua 
reconnaissance last Friday met with considerable resistance 
Everywhere die Italians arc on the defensive and arc closely 
watched. A contingent of aeroplanes and pilots is being despatched 
to all the Italian garrisons on the coast No other form of recon¬ 
naissance seems to have been so useful 

The .ICgean Problem 

An Italian offensive in the .Vguan is still among the good 
tilings promised which do not come, but this action may he nearer 
than many of u& think It is nut at all likely that any Power lias 
actually forbidden an Italian oflrnsive in :hese waters, but it may 
very likely be true that representations of a friendly character have 
bom nude to Italy showing the disadvantages which will be 
entailed upon neutral Powers by the action proposed None of 
*us wants to see a blockade of the Dardanelles, neither France nor 
England wishes to r-ce the trade of Smyrna or Bejrout hampered ; 
Austria would be much ronertned abour any action taken at 
Salonika, while Russia and m Greece display anxiety concerning the 
islands suggested as Italian objectives A belligerent fleet in th» 
ASgeon would be as welcome to all ot us a & a bull m a cluna shop, 
ana there is the additional drawback to Italy that none of these 
so-called decisive measures will neressardy produce any decision 
favourable co peace. • 

Jbut Italy is compelled to do something to carry out her Menace 
of dfmstjf action if the Deciee of Annexation had no effect, and 
on the whole it looks as if the seizure or Turkish inlands ana a 
blockade of some sort would represent the line of ka^l diplomatic 
resistance. It may be the case that the Third Division fras or.ginally 
earmarked for action in the Aegean, but it became involved in the 
Contest in Africa and cannot now, perhaps, be spared. A Fourth 
Division i| now nearly ready, but whether ir is destined to act 
agunat the islands in cooperation with the fleet, or with the other 
troops in North Africa, n not yet certain 

The new division is composed of *he 37th, 50th, 26th and 
57U} regiments, and doubdes^ there are with it the necessary 
mountain and other guns, engineers, and auxiliary service. It is 
to be noted that the Infantry are drawn from 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th 
Army Corps regions, and that Italian garr iSons in the North are no 
4fttoger spared the drain of the war. Further, it appears that these 
lefunefltl are practically only regiments de marc he, and will not be 
v «o solid as corps of permanent compost bon. Thus the 57th regi- 
. merit ha* been made up with 1,500 men drawn from Verona, 
Venice* Mantua, Belluno, Trevise, Conegliano and Udine. The 
v26ih regtment takes 32a men from the 12th, and so on. For colonial 
torfere this ofay not matter much, but if the 4th Division is to be 
,*ptohed with Nizam troops a more solid organization would have 
hMxjprefertble. ' Turkey has naturaHy reinforced die garrisons of her 
^ffiooeand has also assembled troop* at other points liable to attack. 


• 

Practically nothing has been beard of the Italian fleet of late, 
and its whereabouts is a matter for conjecture. Fart of it is needed 
to support the coast garrisons, another part to escort transports and 
store ship') while yet another fraction is engaged upon the general 
blockade of the coast. The ships have no doubt returned to the 
home ports from time to time to renew their coal and supplies, and 
some may need repairs It seems probable that the Bay of 
Tobruk may be the point of assembly for the remainder Judging by 
the state of preparedness of the 4th Division, the second phase of 
the war may now be expected to begin at any time. 

Cost of the war. 

The present cost of the war is said to be nearly two million 
lire a day, or something under two-aud-a-half million sterling a 
month and a credit of 65 million lire has been opened on War 
Office and Admiralty account up to the 30th November It is claimed 
by the Rn'ista della Corte dei Conti that Italy has resources amount¬ 
ing to 824 million lire upon which she can draw, or in other words 
enough to finance the war for over a year after exhausting all possible 
expendienls except loans. These 824 million lire are made up of 
Treasury balances 348 million lire, statutory anticipations 125 millions, 
Treasury bonds authorized 223 millions, Savings Bank deposits 67 
millions, and mobilizable metallic reserves 61 millions. Italy has 
certainly managed her finances well during the last 20 years, and 
now stands in a relatively favourable situation to eon front 
the cost of a groat war for a few months, but whether it is 
worth her while to sacrifice the result of these years of effort for the 
sake of the po.entud benefits of the Tripoli adventure seems very 
questionable. It is also to be observed that the wear and tear oi 
continual service is likely to tell upon the Navy, that the troops 
drawn from the norlh weaken the Italian position in this quarter ; 
and, lastly, that the Army in North A Trim is composed of 
conscripts who Are unsuited to service during a lung war, and still 
more unsuited to the duties (if a permanent garrison. The wont 
of native troops and of an oversea Army of the British type is very 
severely felt by Italy at this juncture. 


Two Italian Books on Tripoli. 

L'Oaa 01 Tripoli 13 y Enrico Coiirauini. (Milan 
Treves. 3.501) 

La Nostra Terkv Promgssa. By Giusfpfk Piazza (Rome : 

B. Lux. 31 ) 

Enrico C0rradr.1i is ibe stormy petrel of lUhan Nationalism. 
1l is he who, more than any one, contributed to the founding of the 
Nationalist movement and lias been one of its most fervent apostles, 
And he has been most active in arousing public opinion to the 
necessity of an Italian occupation of Tripolitaine, J Ast summer he 
visited the African vilayet to study it* conditions, and wrote a series 
of articles on the subject for L'ldea Nazionale^ the militant 
Nationalist organ , these, together with a lecture delivered in varioua 
Italian cities, he has now published. The volume is undoubtedly a 
party pamphlet, but it is written with so much vigour and cloquenco 
and such obvious sincerity as to convince the most sceptical. The 
author paints a mournful picture of the neglected ands backward 
state in which the Turks have left Tripohtaine, in spite of its un 
doubled agricultural resources, hitherto hardly touched, and its 
mineral possibilities. His description of Cyrenaica. Witten with 
the fervour uf an enthusiast and the pen of a poet, leaves an 
impression of a land flowing with milk and honey, of forests of 
giant olives, vino-clad hills, luxuriant vegetation, masses of "oleanders, 
mysterious underground waters, and marvellous landscapes. Nor is 
this account a fantastic one . other writers, both Italian and foreign, 
bear o it Signor 1 :urradim J s words. Here indeed would be an ideal 
land for colonization by Italy's emigrant peasants, and what the latter 
have done in transforming Tunisia under French auspices they might 
well do in Tripolitaine, where the soil is certainly not less fertile,|once 
the unspeakable Turkish regime is got rid of. The author knows 
Tununa, and points out the lesson He regards the occupation by 
Italy of Tripolitaine and Cyrenaica as intimately bound up witlf the 
solution of the South Italian problem, combating the assertion of the 
uf the Socialists that the question of the Afeszogtorno Piust be settled 
before any attempt of colonial expansion. 

The Afezsogiomo % he wntcb, will transform itself by Us own force 
together with the transformation of its neighbour, North Africa. HRs 
it not begun to transform itself to some extent by its own strength 
alone through emigration to distant America? And by its own 
strength alone will it continue to change until it reaches .its best 
condition when it can migrate to near-by Africa. It will not then 
imigratc, it will project itself thither. A great part of the wealth 
which South Italians produce in America is lost to the Mezzogiomo 
and to Italy—all that part which goes to the profit of the Americans 
and all that part which is acquired by those South Italians who do 
not return home. Between the Adezzoginmo and America, where 
South Italians do the work which transform them morally and 
economically, there is a limitless solution of continuity—the Ocean, 
whereas between Africa and Mtzzogiorm the Mediterranean is 
a convenient connecting link. 
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Signor Comulini, however, regards ihe occupation not merely, 
not even primarily, u an economic queltion, it is as a political 
necessity that jt appears to him most urgent, to save Italy from 
being hemmed in on all sides by potentially hostile Powers. Tripoli 
cannot be allowed lo continue indefinitely in its present condition, 
and if Italy does not occupy it, some other Power, presumably 
Germany, will do so, and Italy will find herself throttled economi¬ 
cally and politically with all hope of future expansion for ever barred. 
He further considers the enterprise as a means of raising the nation's 
spirit and dragging it out of the slough. df despond in which these 
last years of petty internal polities and Parliamentary intrigues had 
left it; indeed, all observers of Italian affairs have noticed the 
change in the public spirit since the expendition to Tupoli was 
undertaken. The various political theories of the author are set 
forth in this volume, his bitter contempt for the Socialists, his Im¬ 
perialism, his diatribes on the pusillanimity of the Italian Govern¬ 
ment dominated by its Socialist bodyguard, his insistence on the 
necessity for what Americans call 11 purer politics 11 . A vigorous 
foreign and colonial policy he believes is the only way out 

Giuseppe Piazza is more of a journalist than .Signor Gorradini 
and hi* book is a collection of impressionist sketches and a record 
of trav^s and experiences Hut it is also imbued with political 
tendencies, and its chief interest lies in the fact that, although the 
author went to Tripoli as the corresjwndent of a Giohttian news¬ 
paper (the Trikuna) aL a time when the It ali&n Cabinet was strongly 
avorse lo the policy it has now adopted towards Turkey, he ex¬ 
presses practically die same views as Signor Corraduu. He shows how 
the only vivifying element in the hopeless wretchedness of Tripoli under 
Turkish rule was Italian influence , Italy had built the only schools 
worthy of the name; the Canco di Roma, which was the (inly solid 
tanking institution m the vilayet, has also established a number of 
commercial agencies in the various towns, erected a flour mill, 
oil proves, established a line of enacting steamers, and attempted 
farming on modern principles; the chief merchants and the best 
doctors aie Italians, and Italy has created hospitals and ambulance 
Stations Yet the Ottoman autlinrities smcc the Young lurks hod 
come into power peraistemly thwarted every form of Italian activity 
and subjected Italian citizens to constant persecution, whit h extend- 
Cven to kui h nations as had dealings with them bignor Pia/za is 
not less enthusiastic than Signor Corradmi as in the agricultural 
resource of Tripolitaine and its pussibhlu-s as a field for Italian 
colonization. Hut he is anxious concerning the gradual ads once of 
French influence from the West and Anglo-Egyptian influence from 
the East, whereby important strips of territory ha\e been sliced off 
on both sides, the famous Gnadan-e*. oasis is being absorbed 
gradually into the French sphere, and ihe carat an l-ade is drawn 
more and more towards the jkirU of Tunisia and Kg)pi, thus ledm 
ing the potential value of the piuvirci - a further reason fo’- hasten 
fog Italian occupation He dwdK an the KiCtfL nnpo’Unre of 
Tobruk Imlh as a fine natural harbour which offers a spirndid .iaval 
ba#e and as a point of transit for the Indian mail, for it a railway 
were built frtiw Tobmk to Alexandria the journey t*»iupland 
India would be shortened by soniu twenty hour> Hern i ho In hues 
it destined to become one of the cluef u inter resort> nl the 
Mediterranean,—'The Ttvt*\ ( Laiicy ary Sumi j*,mln i i 


Italian Illusions. 

Had 1 Mr. Trevelyan published this hook a few months earlier 
he might have been held lurtuualc Nothing could have been 
mute appropriate than that the lar,i volume of his history should 
make its Appearance in tin? jubilee yea* of Italian independence, 
while H was unspoiled liy anything worse than exMiitiops. Equally 
fortunate would he have been had if seen the light \ month or two 
later, for then he mijtht have modified some of the r.«pluiei of hU 
' Epilogue by the evidence nf recent events. Then he would hardly 
have a oared to such a dithyramb as the following. 11 The power of 
this* great national movement hoi* fortunately been directed only 
to the security of Italian liberty and not to the oppression cf others ,f 
but even when written, this sentence was not strictly corrert. The 
Italians had tried to * oppress" others, but failed jrj memorably 
, un the field of Aduwa that they did not try it again till this year 
with such results that even Mr, Trevelyan has been compelled to 
administer a reproof io his fratitfes In the Times . But the 
author had already qualified but own ecstasies to some extent by 
pointing out mat there is no alien race in Iuly to oppress. We 
should have said that even so Jhere has been gross oppression in 
the south of Iuly, at least where the population for years has 
groaned under cruel burdens of taxation while the public funds 
have been squandered on corrupt officialdom and wholly unuecea- 
Iarmaments. If we Are to take Mr. Trevelyan at his word, 
theft nearlythc whole of this expenditure hat been criminally in 
excess of Italy's needs. He states that “Italy has now been 
neutralised as securely ss Switrerland, to up immense benefit 
ot the muse of peace and goodwill among men.* But we cannot 
honestly crave m aid this statement for it strikes us as completely 
, contrary to facts. The ambitions of Italy are always threatening 


Austria and the eastern shores of the Adriatic, so much so that thw 
two countries are building ships vigorously against oto another 
and throughout Italy a violent campaign is always in progress for 
the acquisition of Trieste and the Trentino. Italy p also a member 
of a combination of Powers pledged in certain^circnmstaiiceB to 
fight others. There is no kind of analogy with Switzerland As. 
to the second half of the sentence, Italy, feeling her rear secure 
owing to her allies, not her *'neutralisation," has used her liberty 
for anything rather than “the cause of peace and goodwill." Stffl 
in the dithyramble vein, the author goes on to state that “all classes 
from king to workman; all provinces, from Piedmont to Sicily, are 
bound together by these memories." This is at least a great 
exaggeration, for in the south of Italy public spirit still hardly exists 
and feeling for the north not at all. It is the most serious reflec¬ 
tion on the present u'gimr that so little has been done to raise the, 
level of the south, or to remedy such horrible and ghastly poverty 
as exists in the Basilicata and elsewhere As to 1 the sympathy of 
other parts for the south, it is greater, for the inhabitants axe more 
civilised; but we cannot forget the remark of a Florentine shop¬ 
keeper on the earthquake at Messina “They are men and we must 
weep for them, but they lire all brigands/' 

These jmssages only hear out what we knew before, that while 
Mr. Trevelyan has the qualities of a successful historian, he is 
lucking in others mere important He seems to want almost entirely 
the critical faculty. He chooses an extraordinary figure like 

Ganbaldi and is carried away by the contemplation of his hero, and 
describes bis i xploits m first-rate style His acetmm of the tattles 
and marches are fi.ll, fair and accurate , but when wc want to know 
about the condition of the various parts of Southern Italy, what the 
social and politual antecedents were that made the south so different 
from the north, why po few Sicilians went on to help in freeing the 
mainland, and why the Neapolitans did nothing at all but shout, 
he hardly does more than inform us that these things were sn. The 
men of the north really freed Italy, so far as fighting went, and 
policy tou, both the great statesmen and the soldiers came from * 
thcic. In many parts of the south there was no passion foi liberty 
at all, in fact, mail) districts preferred the Bourbons whose rule 
no one can defend, '('he fact is that m the south there was not and 
is liaidly to day au> sens*" or citizenship, civic responsibility, or 
commuml ambition The revolution uas m Lire main impoited 
and riot iiatne to the sof -The StUutday AW'icv. 

An Irish M. P. on the War. 

Ma John On U’N, M 1\, speaking at the Irish Parliamentary J 
Branch of the United Irish league, London, said m the course/ 
of hiS speech :— / 

It vas commonly said or supposed that modern European 
politics were governed by principle. The fact wa*. that they were 
governed b> liivaiic To understand modern politics they must ‘ 
gel down to that fact And finance was absolutely soulless.. . „ . 

At the present moment the Great Powers in Europe were engaged 
in a debau:h cf highway robbery that was, he positively believed, ' 

without a parallel in the annals of»■the world . . . T^ouk at Italy, 
without a sludovv of justification, without warning, crossing the ‘ ,, 

Mediterranean and seizing upon a j^rge territory belonging to a 
fuendly Power, and at the present moment shooting people— 
natives there—down in defiance of oil the common rules of civilised 
warfare, people who wzre simply defending their country, and 
treating them ns if they were nxbels against an authority in their ' ? 

own land, which had not even been established. One of the ironies t 
ot tta situation to-day was that the Press of England, Frittce, * V 
and Germany were denouncing the Italians ,Biit had Iuly done » 
anything worse than France? Was not the action or France two [ 
yean ago in Moiocco as bad? In bis opinion it was worse. In 
1904 England sold Morocco to France because France iofo * * 

to her. In all the terrible troubles today they could trace ant s | 

string of consequences When the French march qp Fez be$m \ 
he made inquiry and found actually that the alleged ffe<£$rity for , \ 

that movement had no foundation in any fact. The truth, At Af >v< 

appeared then, was that there were nine “English" people—vv 
number included three ladies from Dublin (laughtet)r-Ao 4 JfoAt ^ % 
the whole European population was thirty people, who were not i ‘ * 
tn the least dangei. (Laughter} Yet; under that pcotexjt’the %, 
French army was marched to Fez and gross acts of barbarism < 
were perpetrated around Fee. - 

When news of these thiuga came in h6 bad asked in the t i 
House of Commons whether the British Gov er nment bad-rmoei. L 
aerated ) and Sir E. Grey tad that he heartily approved ot, dfo f' 
movement, because otherwise to did mit see hpw the Europeans 1 ! 
could be saved. But the rimple fact wee that Bngkdd'i bunds /; 
were tied by the agreement When ha (Mr. Mkin) «ard the l > 

on Fax was an i&otpened expedition to bed toea laughed at JJif 
did not mmd that If was not the Ant But 1 - 4e toed ^ 

riaKt fHeaf. bearA What be said tod oiotto to to free* ^ ^ 

hear.) That ooarehtadbrougtafm the 


l^ar.) That ooareh Wbroc^on the It^jan at 
one of the gtwsret outrages ttat bad ever beer? 
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«• bytbe Power* could not be taken Bmglj or as isolated acts. 
", P*"®P _® w *** to be set at defiance, bow was peace to be main* 
Thetruth, so lu aa he felt it, was that nowadays when he 
»nJ a Minister talk about the prospects of universal peace, he 
Btfiffi to suspect* no, he almost concluded, that some iniquitous 
Md bloody war Was jn contemplation. He was afraid that the 
Italians were beginning to find out that this war was not such an 
easy matter as \hey supposed it would be. Some imagined that 
[dun and Mohammedanism were a dying religion! and represented 
a dying civilisation. There never was a greater mistake than that. 
That faith was now undergoing in the East a great revival. It was 
spreading. This attack by Christian Europe in Egypt, in Morocco, 
in Tunig, in Tripoli, and in Persia, Mr. Dillon went on, might 
lead to another revolution in Turkey and to the breaking up of 
the Turkish Empire. But that, be it noted, would not relieve 
Europe from the revival of Islam. It would, on the contrary, in 
his opinion, have*a different effect. Moslems would probably 
believe that the object of Christian Europe was to destroy them ; 
and he put it in all seriousness to Christian people, did they imagine 
that they were going to recommend the Christian religion to those 
people by associating it in their minds with robbery And wrong? 
In the days of the Crusades there were noble deed* to inspire the 
warriors. There was the Holy City to be re won. But to-day, so 
be concluded, they would be false to the traditions of the Irish move¬ 
ment, to the sentiment which had sprung from the experience of 
long yean of oppression, if they failed to sympathise and to express 
that sympathy with other oppressed and struggling nationalities. 


For* Peao 



ustice by Arbitratoin. 


*S - J KAD. • 

Owe of those dylisive moments*!!^ arrived in the history of 
mankind when the destiny of the future hangs upon the promptitude 
with which we seize an opportunity winch once neglected goes by 
fof ever. 

For years past we have seen the stealthy encroachment of 
lawless Might upon the Rights of Nations. It was difficult to say at 
what precise point this tendency could be challenged. Thue was 
olw&s some semblance of justification pleaded by the aggressor, 
Always some complication which rendered it difficult, if not unpohri- 
ble for the masses of mankind to form a clear idea as to the issue at 
stake. But at last on occasion has arisen in which it is impossible 
for anyone to be in any doubt as to the issue that has been raised. 
'Hie Italian attack upon Tripoli is one of those rare crimes which 
are devoid of any semblance of justification |or excuse, which are 
equally a violation of the moral law and the law of nations. Against 
this we must one and ail take our stand or for ever hold our peace. 

Anything more wicked than the Italian seizure of Tripoli it is 
impossible to conceive It is as if the Author of all evil had deli¬ 
berately said to his Inends in council, 14 Go to, lei us see whether or 
not the conscience of the world it dead. We pricked i^ with 
Morocco; it did not siir. We seared it with Bosnia and the 
Herzegovina, and ii remained impassive. Perhaps it is really dead. 
But let us make cenun. Therefore let us create a crime so flagrant, 
compounded out of outrages so inexcusable, that if there l ft even 
a lone glimmering spark of vitality left in the moral sense of the world, 
it must W fanned into a flame. If the conscience of mankind will 
stand the Italian seizure of Tripoli it will stand anything. '1 herefore 
let us try it on.” 

The Devil has tried it on, and we are 'ace to face with end of 
these supreme moral question* which dix ide the destiny of nations. 
M Stfne great cause—God* new Messiah!’ 1 Iras once more risen in our 
midst towhvide the gqgts upon the left hand and the sheep upon the 
rij^ht I’he governments have, by a process of natural selection, gra¬ 
vitated to the side of die goats. Hut hast thou chosen, oh, my 
JWpte, on whose party you shall stand, 14 Eie the doom from the 
worh sandals shakes the dust against our land ? " It is a question for 
you, for me, for all of us. Above all it is a question for all who 
profess, however perfunctorily, to belong to the Church of Christ. 

The Italians, their own allies—nay, their own ultimatum—being 
. jwitnefc are absolutely and demonstrably in the wrong. They have 
trodden under foot their own solemn treaties, they have defied tneii 
owtv allies, they have done none of the things which they ought to 
have done, they have done all the things they ought not to have 
done. There is no excuse conceivable for them beyond the excuse 
of the highwayman and the burglar: 44 I coveteted my neighbour's 
^ godds, I have taken them and I mean to keep them. 11 But against 
thi« mfastrous claim, which destroys at one fell blow the treaties on 
*rfakh European peace depends, and the regard for the great usage of 
tite comity of nations, whereby alone it is possible for weak nations, 
IbCxist fa Safety by (he side of tbeir stronger neighbours, Humanity is 
: romirig itself to protest That protest will grow stronger every day 
■/ mm at last it will force Cabinets to do its bidding and Italy will be 
r rOomjMfed to dfagoige its ill-gotten plunder in Africa^ 

appeal to my countrymen to do what in (hem lies to defend 
IpNgre&ned few of nations and the endangered safety of smaller 


Powers from this monstrous and inexcusable attack upon civilisation 
and humanity. I bear no ill-will to the Italians. The more articu¬ 
late among them have temporarily gone mad. The Italian Govern¬ 
ment needs a strait waistcoat. It is for you and for me to see that 
that strait waistcoat is applied 

It is a testimony borne tor British Christianity. Last month the 
Churches, established and disestablished, were worked up to an ex¬ 
traordinary pilch of excitement in order to prevent one black man 
beating one white man in in a boxing match. 

But when a nominally Christian nation carries lire and sword 
into the territories of its neighbour in order to seize a province the 
Christian Churches preserve an ominous and sinister silence. 

The Socialists throughout the whole of Europe have protested and 
are protesting against this monstrous crime The Christian Churches 
are mute. Is Christianity dead amongst us ? And if Christ came to 
Europe would He find the only followers of the Prince of Peace 
among the Socialists and those who repudiate His authority ? 

It is for you and for me to decide. If at this supreme moment 
we remain silent we become accomplices in the crime, and we shall 
share in the retribution which sooner or later will overtake the 
transgressor. For myself I have done what I could 1 was sent to 
Constantinople as the messenger or the International Arbitration 
Emergency Commitee, and I have secured from the Sultan and from 
his Ministers and from the representatives of the Ottoman people, a 
declaration unanimous and enthusiastic in favour of submitting the 
whole dispute to arbitration. Italy refuses to allow any international 
authority to decide upon the justice of her claim Every friend of 
peace, every believer m international arbitration is bound to do his 
utmost to support the appeal of the Turks to an international 
tribunal. If we are silent and apathetic at this supreme moment, we 
shall be like those men who held the clothes of those who stoned 
Stephen the First Martyr of the Christian Church. 

I am no partisan of the Turks. No living man has written 
more articles and published more pamphlets denouncing the misdeeds 
of the late Turkish Government in Europe and in Asia. But even 
the Devil has a right to fair play, and the Turks, even if anti-human, 
ought not to be treated as wild beasts. Three years ago the Turks 
abolished their dcspdt, established a parliament and manfully attempted 
to introduce a rtg-wu of liberty and progress. Now, while still strug* 
gling with the enormous difficulties of their task, they are waylaid by 
an international highway man, whose avowed design is to wrest from 
them their African possessions However atrocious Abdul Hamid may 
have been, Italy has no right to annex the provinces of his successor. 

A public meeting of the people of [jondon has been called to 
hear the report or my Mission to Constantinople, and to that meeting 
1 propose to submit the following resolutions 

1. That this meeting expresses its profound regret that the 

Italian Government, forgetting the noble part Italy has played in the 
past in the cause of international arbitration, should have mode war 
on Turkey without affording any opportunity either for the friendly 
Powers to use their good offices as mediators, or for an independent 
examination into the facts, or for the settlement of the dispute by 
the Tribunal of the Hague. • 

That this meeting turther express* its satisfaction a ith the 
decision of the OLtomon Parliament to appeal to the peoples and 
Parliaments of the world in defence of the violated treaties, and to 
demand that the whnle dispute should be referred for settlement 
on principles of equity and right to an Interoatiomti Court of 
Arbitral Justice, and, therefore, this meeting calls upon Mr Edward 
Grey, as Foreign Secretary, to lose no time in notifying to the Italian 
Government that ihc British Government, following the precedent of 
previous Administrations in 1871 and 1878, will refuse to recognise 
the validity of any alteration of the staius qno m Tripoli until such 
change has received the approval of all the signatories of the treaties 
of 1856 and 1S78. 

That this meeting hails with enthusiasm and delight the prospect 
of welcoming in London the representatives of the emancipated 
Ottoman peoples bearing the stAnaard of obligatory arbitration, and 
calls upon all civilised peace-loving citizens throughout every land 
to seize the opportunity thus afforded of demonstrating their devo¬ 
tion to the cause of international arbitral ion and their abhorrence of 
lawless wars of predatoVjf.oggression. 

Finally, that the Chairman be instructed m the name or this 
meeting, to communicate this resolution to the Sovereigns, Prime 
Ministers, Foreign Secretaries, and Ambassadors of the signatory 
Powers. • ■ • 

2. That this meeting instruct the Chairman, Secretary, and Mr. 
Stead to appoint an International Committee of Appeal to the 
peoples, to prepare the public for the comma of the Ottoman deputa¬ 
tion to focus the various forces, religious, political and socialist, which 
ore in sympathy with the cause of treaty right and compulsory 
arbitration, and to use all and every lawful means to appeal to the 
conscience of the people to demand that every State which makes 
way without first offering arbitration shall be treated as an outlaw 
by all the other notions of the world 
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1 appeal to my countrymen and countrywomen to support tto 
Attempt to express the universal sentiment of indignation and ot 
horror which has been excited by the Italian attack upon Tripoli, and 
t p insist that all such crimes shall be rendered impossible in felare 
by the establishment of a real International High Court of Arbitral 
Justice with compulsory powers. 

Everything depends upon the prompt, energetic individual action 
of each one or us. I appeal to you to follow my lead in this crisis, 
and I have confidence that I shall not appeal in vain. 

The Arab Conquest of Tripoli. 

Amu the death of the second KtuSif, Omar, the first act of his 
successor, Othinan, was to dismiss Amru from the Government of 
Egypt, which country he had conquered, and to replace him by 
Saad lbn Serik, whom he sent to Egypt with forty thousand soldiers. 
No sooner had lbn Senk arrived in Egypt than he led his army 
towards the Tripolitan frontier, which he reached m the year 646 of 
the Christian era and the iwsnty-fourth of the Hegira. When near 
Tripoli he encountered the African troops of the Eastern Empire, 
and defeated them in successive engagements, fought all along the 
.coast. • The Governor of the province, a general Darned Gregorius 
rapidly gathered together an army of about one hundred thousand 
men, and began attacking the Arabs, thereafter fighting went on 
each day, but only from morning until noon, both sides finding it 
necessary, or at least advisable, to rest during the hottest hours 

of the day. , , _ 

'Fighting with the Christian army, and by the side of Gregorius, 
was a daughter of his, who was as brave and expert in warfare as 
she was beautiful to look upon. Wishing to stimulate the zeal of 
hii army, Gregorius made it known that anyone bringing to him the 
head of the Arabian general should have this daughter for his wife 
and one hundred thousand gold pieces as a reward This stratagem 
fired the ambition of his young men to such un extent that the 
Arabian general, learning how things stood, thought it prudent to 
keep to his tent 

For some months Lbe war dragged on, until the Khalif Othnian, 
becoming impatient, despatched tho bravest of Moslem generals, 
named lbn Zubeir, or Egyptian fume, with 1,200 men to reinforce 
the invaders of Tripoli. WTien the general arrived he found the 
army fighting while its leader was hiding in the tents. He asked 
the reason for this, and upon being told laughingly inquired of lbn 
Senk why he did not retort by die issue of a proclamation offering the 
same prise ro any one of his men who roukl bring him the head of 
the Roman general ? 

The following day lbn Zubeir took the command of the army 
himself, issued such a proclamation, and divided his army into two 
comps. He then engaged the enemy with half of his men until 
midday, and when noon came and both sides had withdrawn ns usual 
for rest and horses were unsaddled, he sallied forth suddenly with 
the other half of his n.en, who had been resLing. Taking the Romans 
completely by surprise, he ihrew them m to confusion, and then they 
took to flight after losing their general And seeing his daughter taken 
captive. *Tho refugees foilifted themselves in the beautiful cuy or 
Spitalo, about 150 miles from Carthage; but the Arabs pursued them 
thither, and captured (lie town with its rch treasury, which according 
to the historian provided every Arab horseman with 3,000 dinars and 
every foot soldier with 1,000. This coin must have been the Roman 
silver denarius, worth about 9 tfrf. of our present money, not the gold 
dmaT, which was of later issue and worth about i6j. fff our currency. 

From that time Tripoli remained au Arabian possession until, 
m 1551, the Turlysh’pmite Pragut took it from the Arabs in the name 
of the Sultan, and became its first Pasha and administrator. Years 
went on, and Turkish adventurers succeeded one another Aithou: 
much interference from Constantinople, which had ly*i’ome the 
capital of Islam, until, in 1835, the misdeeds of the Janraancs in 
the province obliged the Sultan to take over the administration of 
the Wild, which Italy is now wishing to obtain possession of b) force, 
against the will of both Arabs and Turks, and in face of the protest 
of Moslems the world over -'lbe AW. 

Press. Opinion. 

“Lm Annulet.” 

Until the Tiifko-luaan war broke out it is probable 
that vet) few English people knew very much alxiut Tripoli 
dthei than those whose business it was to be Acquainted with it 
M du Toillia says:-'It is now some considerable time since the 
'[Sipoli question reached maturity ; the fruit is more than ready to be 
plucked, find Italy has determined to pluck it, if a little rudely. It is 
A corollary to tile Moroccan affair, protocol*i dr ddsint/ressettoent 
having been signed some seven years since by France and England 
in fttvopr of Italy The Turkish revolution, the coming into power 
of a reforming party, lacking experience and somewhat pretentious, 

• at Constantinople, lias, little by little, rendered the present stale of 


affairs inevitable. The stake for which the Turks and Italians ire 
playing b a North African Province, bounded on the west by French 
Tunis and on tbe east by the Anglo-Egyptian provinces. Under the 
name of Tripoli are included the little States of Tripoli itself end 
Cyrenaica. * 

It will not be uninteresting to examine the actual value of this 
land to its ultimate possessors, whoever they be, and what it 
represents, as against the amount of money and force now being 
expended with a view to its annexation. From personal recollection 
with the aid of notes left by M. H. de Mathuisieulx, it should be 
easy to determine precisely on these points, and to form logical 
deductions as to how far Italy should go in her efforts to pbtain a 
decisive victory. Tripoli is a poor place 1 A few superb oases 
connected with the sea-sbore by barren desert. If one determine* 
to make a journey into the interior, it b first necessary to scale 
abrupt escarpments, with here and there 1 baric y § field, lor on the 
plateaux of Neboul, Gan&na, and the Yffren there is little cultivation, 
only a few herds, and a few fig or olive orchards. There is an excep¬ 
tion in favour of Cyrenaica, however, in the plateau of Barka, whose 
fecundity was much vaunted by the ancients, Herodotus being 
among the number. To-day, Benghazi and Dema are bereft of much 
of their old time splendour, though the feeling one has is that they 
have merely fallen into the deep slumber of Islam. 

But can it be denied that Tripoli, the town itself, is of consider¬ 
able commercial importance, as being the emporium nf the desert ? 
Twenty-five years ago, one would have been compelled to answer in 
the negative, as did doth Barth and Nachtigal, the greal explorers 
Bui to-day, when the Soudan is communicated with so quickly, and 
by so many different places at a time ; by tbe Nile, steamers and 
railways, by the Congo, and the French Sahara; to-day when the 
print if ial African traffic, that of slaves, has ceased, and when France 
has shown her power and gained respect in the farthest regions or 
Timburtoo And the Tchad . to-day the great tracks of Rhat and 
Ghodamcs, whose terminus was Tripoli, are deserted From lU 
accounts, in a good or bad year it would not be possible to count 
more than a thousand camels loading in Tripoli for a journey into the 
Soudan. 

Turkey, however, haa ruled methodically since Charles Lhe Fifth, 
strongly withstanding the Berbers, and watching with jealous care 
over the maintenance of her suzerainty, right up to the tune of tbe 
diplomatic parleys between M. Pichon and S. E. Naoum-Pacha. In 
fact, Turkey has expended great efforts in Tripoli. The Sublime 
Porte has about 8,000 men m the Lwo places, Cyrenaica and Tripoli 
The infantry, despite insufficient instruction, consists of energetic 
and deunnmed soldiers. Their want or strict discipline is made up 
for by a fierce fanaticism, which is in the Ottoman a type of patriotism 
particularly awe-inspiring to the stronger. The cavalry and artillery 
are stationed at the only port which Tripoli possesses, and have 
made great progress these last few years, thanks to the efforts of a 
Prussian major. The infantry keeps special guard over the strong¬ 
holds uf Djebel, Lhe Turkish rampart facing the desert. Thus it 
arts in the office of police to keep any unruly natives irt order., 
Gariana, in the Yffren, is particularly troublesome, and obedience is 
difficult to enforce. Despite all this, with the faith that doubles 
courage, these strongholds are strongly held, and will be the special 
thorn in the side of Italy. ■ 

It it. perfectly certain that the Ttylcs could not Allow Tripoli tn 
pass out ot their hands without a snuggle. Ii has, it must be 
Admitted, become a poor thing in their hand 5 , but it remains of 
colossal importance to them. To the Sublime Porte Tripoli is the 
open eye watching over the African Mussaltuan. After seeing, in 
succession, Alger a, Tunis, Egypt, then Senegal, the Soudan, the 
Congo, and the Sahara pass from them, the Turks must now holt! on 
to Tripoli, if they are to have an African citadel at all, by fficans of 
which they can assure the necessary union between (hemsdirtB and 
the millions of the faithful—Arabs, blacks, or Berbers. Through 
Tripoli, thanks to Senoussism, the Sultan is able to hold wejl 10 ' 
check the powers of Christianity that are leagued against him ill the 
heart of the black continent; through Tripoli he receives subsidies ' 
and reinforcements of arms; through Tripoli, lastly, he 1 signs ^ over : 
peoples without number, and lands witliout limit. Thus, dfespite it* 
acknowledged lack of material importance from a com modal view,. 
Tripoli must be retamed by the Turks at all hazards, if oidy for tyi' 
moral effect.—M Jean du Taillis. 


The 11 Near East” 

In the relationship of nations ’here are diverse fields of conflict. 
It has been said, for instance, that while Rome Conquered Greece 
politically, Greece conquered Rome tatelkrtuaUy* Iff the seme w»f„, 
though Turkey may sulfa defeat on the military pfane, it is more then 
pkubable that Italy will be even a greater loser 60 the economic 
From the economic aspect it is difficult to undets^r4few tbe Italian. 
Ministry was led to take so disastrous a plunge*. Tfck M easto ' 
of Austria, who fh less difficult circumstances *na>jth a stronger 
hacking brought to a succtssfcil issue tor Bosnian 
doubt someth to do with k. It was remarked Mw're' 
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DoaI Monarchy! in setting at defiance as sbe did all international 
-obligations, was creating a precedent pregnant with evil, and we now 
see its first fruits m the indiscretions of Italy. For the Italian Gov¬ 
ernment no doubt thought that, by carrying matters with a high hand, 
Italy, too, wouldgavert reprisals and acquire Ottoman territory upon 
A basis of subsequent compensation. But in this they seem doomed 
to disappointment, and, if any thought has taken root in other re¬ 
sponsible quarters in Europe that violence, such os Austria's, has now 
bi^ome an acknowledged instrument in the shaping of international 
relations, that thought is destined to meet with early anest; for the 
economic, if not the political, chastisement of Italy that seems bound 
to be the consequence of her folly, will serve by way of warning 

In 'no way can Italy emerge from this conflict without deep 
econonflc scars. When Great Britain, from different motives and not 
without provocation, was confronted m the late Boer War with a task 
that tried her powers even less than the war with Turkey promises to 
try Italy’s, large calls were made upon the resources of the people, 
and lean years of business followed that in niAny respec ts have not yet 
passed away. Yet the British derived no equivalent compensation 
lor their outlay, for no tribute or loot came as the reward of their 
efforts in South Africa. The Transvaal and Orange Free State, 
when they were annexed, merely represented, in the act oi annexa¬ 
tion, a measure of consolidation of British South Africa, and Great 
Britain had no consolation other than the satisfaction that she had 
got one of her children out of a difficulty at much cost to hur&Uf. No 
more remarkable instance of the soundness of Mr. Norman Angcll's 
v doctrine that the acquisition of the territory of other peoples brings 
no economic advantage to its new possessor i«? to be found than the 
case of the two Dutch Republics and the results that accompanied 
t their annexation. If such a conclusion may be reached as touching 

the acquisition of territory so rich in natural resources as the Boer 
t States, what possible advantage can Italy deny* from territory so 
■t admittedly barren as Tripoli ? A counh y whose chief export is esparto 
grass, and whose inhabitants are obliged to import a part even of their 
l| food supply, can hardly be regarded os a source o r profit whoever 
Br may own it, especially, too, as, according to all available report, it is 
£ -virtually without mineral deposits. Upon economic grounds at least, 
such a country the more fastidious of the Timers would sooner 
bo without, and yet Italy for die sake of acquiring it has plunged 
blindly into a costly campaign of whirh no living r*m sen the 
end or count the ronsequenres The expense Italy may be called 
upon to meet might in some measure have been covered by an 
indemnity, for, with States os with individuals, the unsuccessful 
party pays the costs But the bulk of the outlay seems 1 \ely in 
occur over the operations in Tripoli, Ami Tripoli, according to the 
rerun* official notification, is now Italian soil, and so hostilities there 
no longer denote a stale of war between rei ogniscd belligerents, but 
rather are an act of rebellion on the part of 'he inhabitants against 
a constituted authority Italy, therefore, ,n suppressing the rising is, 
by her own admission, engaged upon a domestic ms tier, and so the 
cost of tbe suppression cannot Firm the subject of an indemnity. 

^ Hence, Ac greater part of the expend rf the earr.jiaign must he 

< met oufcof Italian pockets, and there 15 little doubt it will make a 

JJflk bigger hole in diem than their possessors care lo contemplate. 
t The expense of the military operations i* a direct and imme¬ 

diate loss to the Italian people, and Lhis will no doubt makqitsclf 
! felt, AS national saving? an, depleted, by additional taxes, public 

loans, and an augmentation W the national debt implying the pei- 
* manent increase, of expenditure a* more interest is < ailed for. Hut 

there is the indirect if not more remote Jus* due to interruption of 
t , trade, loss of markets, and the impairment of 1 rente anting out of a 

weakened financial position, and tfcis is a loss the magnitude of 
fp which only time can fully itveal and experience trach Though 

the financial stability of Italy has remained proof against she iridis 
oi the eajjier stages of/he war, indications of economic tendencies 
of another kind are already apparent. It is becoming mure and 
» more obvious that, 111 offending the Modem v orld, Italy *h&& given 

? offence where her commercial interests were avoided \he greatest 

I * room for expansion. \t is said that 40 per cenL. of the cotton pro- 

f ducts of Italy are exported to'turkey, and it is now apparent, that 

the Ottonyn people, owing to tbe war, are resolved to boycott 
Italian goods. Tbe consequences of this can only be fully ajiprc- 

S dated in Italy when Us effect is seen, as it assuredly will be, upon 
Ate individual Italian, and the demands ol the war are translated 
£ into terms of shortness of food and clothing, irregularity of employ- 
mentf and encroachments upon the health and happiness of wife 
^ and children. 

M t Not only is Turkey, however, in consequence of the war, 

^ rendered an unwilling purchaser from Italy, but she is made a less 

|f *Jatpabte» purchaser. Turkey may suppress Italian commercial 
fl Activity within the Empire, and may by 100 per cent, duties exclude 
P’ - JJftQan imports, and Italian interests may suffer accordingly. But 
1 ,, Tmkey herself is a victim to the economic stringency tbe war is 
Mngifcff about, and were she prepared to continue to trade with 
truly, the altered conditions are rendering her no longer so competent. 
r‘ J?nr P according to reports from Constantinople, the political situation 
| tya completely, dislocated trade in 'Turkey, and brought business 
m Aa^firprise to Ir standstill. The withdrawal*of gol^by the Govern- 
,l^tahdthwm(mopdisatkm of the mint,, coupled with the fact 
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that the crops are now moving and gold is being taken on a large 
scale up country, have created a scarcity in the Turkish market which 
has brought about a crisis more severe than any that has occurred 
within the experience of the chief business houses of the country. 
This monetary stringency is being followed by a general financial and 
commercial unrest, and money in private hands tends more and more 
to be withdrawn from circulation 'lhis naturally reduces the com¬ 
munity's power of purchase, and those who are the first to feel it are 
the traders with whom the community usually conducts its business. 
In this way Italy, in disturbing the economic equilibrium of the 
Ottoman people, has only brought additioral retribution on her own 
head, fer with the destruction of Turkish trade she is causing the 
destruction of her own commerce It seems, therefore, that a rude 
Awakening is in store for her. For, with the cost of the war to meet 
and with diminished resources due to impaired trade to draw upon, 
no military successes that may attend her arms can possibly outweigh 
tlic economic reverses that must accompany them. 


The 11 Saturday Review/' 

Very few people in this country take the trouble tn study Italian 
newspapers. Doubtless, as a rule, they are wise, but if they did look 
At these joumills they would be rewarded at the present time UV some* 
very instructive reading The Tribnna which is credited with 
being at least a " semi-official " journal, has been entertaining its 
readers with very full ami picturesque accounts of the 11 punishment ” 
of the Arabs in tin Oasis, stigmatised as "I traditondell 1 nasi." Hero 
is the description given by the 1 omsjmndent of that journal the 
appearance of the locality after the “punishment ” in question ■ 11 A 
field of filth and slaughter 11 he calls it, and lie goes on to say, “ by 
the (ire of our men almost all the inhabitants of the Oasts have been 
destroyed Every garden has become a cemetery or a great burml 
pit “ As this is the description given by a Government journal of 
joili October, foreigners may be forgiven if they place some reliance 
on the evidence nf the linus correspondent. It would seem as 
if even the Italian journalist thought that his countrymen required 
sonn. apology, for in the same papers >s,ue of * 7 th October appeared 
a lung and most venomous attack on British policy in the Transvaal 
War. The attempt was, of course, to prove that Lord Roberts had 
had Uocis shot m cold hluud, as the Italians had massacred the 
Arabs or the Oa«>is. Nothing analogous, of nmrse, ever did hapi>en 
in the Tunis van) The Procloniationt may have been unwise, but 
they were not 1 nhreed in drs pfirticzular. We can only wonder that 
an Italian official pajvr Clunks it wise thus to libel their best friends 
English journals have by no means been foremost in attacking Italy; 
on :Le whole ihcy liave d!*pia)<-J mark'd restraint of language and 
..ommenL throughout, in contrast perhaps Lo the violent rone of her 
lilies Italy will be foolish if she carries on a rjinqwngn of vilification 
against England in order to cloak the misdeeds or blunders of her 
own army 

In this connexion we must quote one more delightful sentence 
from tin* Tnhurui * “ Fortunately we are a people of well-balauccd 
mind, and know how to hold our nerves m leash and moderate 
the. flow nf blood in our veins. ’ This will prove a very useful 
quality wh^n the recruits get to grips with the fanatifs of the 
desert, out of range of the big guns of the meu-of-war. But the 
I'dl talk and abuse of a very friendly nation to which we have 
referred can only be explained by the fact that the Italian public 
s slowly awakening to the reality of tbe Tripoli affair, and what it 
really means lo conquer a desert country without supplies anri haunt¬ 
ed by an elusive and fanatical enemy. It is stated that the war 
ha.? already cost Italy about ,£20,000,000, and this is jirobably within 
the mark Every daj canqwgmng continues will add greatly to the 
slum, bccausi Tripoli is nut a couhtry where war can pay for itself, 
or where the inhabitants can he made or induced to lumish supplies. 
On tie contrary, everything must be shipped there and earned with 
ilu-'n hy the troops. This is altogether apart from the question of 
water, which is liktly to be a serious one According to a currev 
pondeni'of the Westminster Gazette t the soldiers only carry half a 
hire with them, and are most inappropriately clothed, being habited 
m heavy suits quite unfitted for the climate in which they arc- cam¬ 
paigning These detads which have at length made Uien way to 
the British reader help us lo form some forecast as to the difficulties 
really aheud of (he Italians. 

Drawing deductions, therefore, from the little that has already 
leaked out and is obviously trustworthy, we may assume that it is to 
the interest of the Italians to bring the war to as speedy a conclusion 
as possible Time is on the side of the Turks. Every day m^kes the 
situation of the Italian troops more-trying. Disease may at any 
moment break out in a devastating form, more troops are arriving and 
will have to be fed, and the state of the invaders' nerves will not 
improve The adventures of M Kann, the correspondent of the 
Figaro at Bengali, are worth reading. After obtaining leave from 
the Admiral in command to proceed thither, he was suddenly deported, 
grossly insulted by Italian sailors as an “assassin ” and “ traitor,*' bis- 
correspondence opened and his private telegrams, on his arrival in 
Italy, delayed. And all this, as he adds, not iong after 11 the Italian 
Government had notified the Porte that they were about to introduce 
civilisation into Tripoli." 
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Stand uplight, speak thy thought, declare 
The truth thou hast, that all may share. 
Be bold! proclaim it everywhere. 

They only live who dare I 


— Morris, 


NikST ^ cutta: Saturday, December 30, 1911. Indi4B ^ lz Fo«ifn£i. 
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TVS following Court CireUtor wm iytu«d <m the 10th Decern- 


JT* 


‘ TJw Qweon-EnpWL wended by her mite, left tho Circuit 
Hon* « Agwoe b*r'«*f to Jaipur. A.. gyard-of-hououi of the 
Jb^tt Irish acfimtut w» mounted at the Circuit House and the 
« mE ni fumiriitd by rite 13th under liwtegenvCotanei 

i fstjlM Her Imperial* Majesty wu received at the station by Mr 
j fort faaMi, the pttrt-of-tfcmqnr being supplied by the 13th Rajputs. 
RO Imperial Ma]nty*t train ^Spatted soon after »>s. On arrival 
station at 3 Her lmp«$al Majesty was received by 
. of,J«Ipw. apcdmpsnied Iby the Rerideflt, Colonel 

r' 9 tetetet% had by (be prtncflfcl officers of the Sttte, after which she 
to the Reridahcy, where the 4«d Iteoli Regiment fur- 
' (dshtel a gyud-of-banour. H«r tmperisi Majesty gave a dinner 
party this evening j—'T fc^jfelMng. l«Sea »|J gentlemen bad the 
■■ to h. incited I Colonel Jfad Mrs. BbowSiK. the Hob. Nawab 

A f$f taiyaa Ali Khan, Major Tither, SirS*Wop «nd Lady Jacob, 

- jq. ah.tfe y, Mr. Mr. BfljkWey, the Rsr. Dr. Jameson, 

■ -'Mt . jt,,: ... i 

MtmtdeMnteraoite,^ td the palace 
f ibbtt fhb monte. !■ t^ alWrumn Ai«i*«raja of Jaipur 
tgtehcMgrnf moftteog Her Imperial KejssSNe ri^Jhritwten 

snh'.*s ri 

5-» 1 !■ * • *V ■ .< j;.; / 

*. .r * 


The Queen-Empress, attended by her suite, left Jaipur for 
Ajmer by tram at io a.m. on aist December. The Mdharaja and 
the Resident were present at the station to take leave of Her 
Imperial Majesty. On her arrival al Ajmer at 3-30 p.h., Her r 
Imperial Majesty was received by Sir Elliot Colvin, Agent of the 

y Governor-General in Rajputana. Guards-of-honour were furnished 
at the station* by the 44th Merwara Infantry and the Bombay, 
Baroda, and ^ Central India Railway Rifle Volunteers. Her 
Imperial Majesty proceeded direct from the station to Mayo 
College, the escort being supplied by the 7th Light Cavalry, and 
upon arrival was received by Mr. \Vaddington, Principal of. the 
College, who had the honour-of conducting her through the build' 

Inga. Her Imperial Majesty was graciously pleased to command 
that every one of the students should be presented individually 
to her. Her Imperial Majesty, after drinking tea at the College* 
witnessed a competition of the students in tent-pegging and other 
sports, and then proceeded to the Residency, where a guard-of- 
honour was mounted by the Royal Irish Regiment. 

The Queen-Empress, attended by her Jhite, visaed (he village 
of Pushkar bjr motor, on the morning of 23rd December, returning 
to the Residency in time for lundheon in the afternoon. » 

Her Imperial Majesty drove out to visit Dargah*nd Arhai- 
din-ka Jompia, attended bjf the Duchess of Devonshire, the Earl 
and Countess of Shaftesbury, the Hon. Venetia Barujft Sir Elliot 
and I*dy Colvin, Lieutenant-Colonel Banner man, Lieutenant-. 
Colonel Bird, and the Hon. John Fortes^ue. Mqjor Money 
and Captain Hill were in attendance on horseback. The Cadet 
Corps of Mayo College furnished an escort under command of 
Thakur Bahadur Singh of Khera. 

The Royal visit to Ajmer concluded when Her Majesty left 
by motor for Deoli, en rout* for Bundi. Before leaving Her 
Majesty* inspected the siteg selected for the King Edward Memorial y 
and tEe CuTsosk WyHie Memorial, after which Her Majesty said % 
good-bye to Sir EUsot Colvin, and the procession of mo ton quitted, 
Ajmer at 10-30. A halt was made for a few mippte* at the entrance. 
gatw of the Mayo College grounds Just outside the city, where the 
boys and the staff were grouped at tho side of the road. A bouquet 
wu presented and Her Majesty’s motor resumed its journey to 
the accompaniment of enthusiastic cheers from the boya. The 
Queen-Empress’s visit to this old Imperial city, has been an 
unqualified success. Her Majesty, took the greatest interest in 
everything, and before taking her departure expre ss ed to Sir Elliot 
Colvin her gracious approval of all arrangements and the pleasure 
which die visit had given her. Not only Ajmer but the whole 
of Rajputana deeply appreciates the signal honour conferred on it 

*S< • '.V\.4, - Bttna.Dnmbn^; w 

■ 5 *Tb« QowshRmpteu, by her *“•*«» ^ A ^“ er ye»teH*y 

momk^ by tnotor for ftindi. 
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Upon her arrival at Deoli atS P.M., Her Imperial Majeit, 
received by the Political Agent, Major Peacock, and Mis* 
Peacock at the Agency, where ahe remained for hmcbeon. A gnard- 
nf-bonour wan mounted at the Agency by the 42nd Deoli Regiment 
Reeuming her journey, Her Imperial Majesty was received at the 
Satur gateway, ux miles from Bundi, by the Maharao Raja of Bundi 
and by Major Peacock, both of whom attended her to the Imperial 
camp. In the evening Her Imperial Majesty gave a dinner party, 
to which Major and Miss Peacock and Major and Mn, Condon 
had the honour to be invited This morning the Queen-Empress 
drove, with her suite in attendance, to tljc fort and palace of Bundi, 
through rthich the Maharao Kaja hmf the honour of conducting 
Her Imperial Majesty. Thence she proceeded by motor, still 
attended by the Maharao Raja, to the Sor Hugh, Shikar Burj, and 
Fhul Sagar, returning to the camp for luncheon 

At 2-30 p m. the Maharao Raja came to take leave of Her 
Imperial Majesty, who afterwards left Bundi by motor for Kntah. 
At the border of the State of Kotah, some five miles from the city, 
Her Imperial Majesty was received by the Maharao of Kotah at 
the head of a body of troops and by the Political Agent, Colonel 
Berkeley, both of whom attended her to the Agency, which had 
been prepared for her reception, Guards-of-honour were mounted 
by the 42nd Deoli Regiment and of the State Troops of Kotah 

, Kino-Kmpbhor's (.'amp, Dcccmhn 24 

The following was the Court Circular for December 24th — 
The King-Emperor arrived at Kasm Camp last night His 
Imperial Majesty attended Divine Service in the camp this morning 
The sermon was preached hy the Rev. John Godber Sir Hcnay 
and Lady McMahon, Miss McMahon and Lieutenant Colonel 
and Mrs. Manners-Smith had the honour of being invited to 
luncheon with His Imperial Majesty. 

Kashas, Iirumbn j^th. 

The following Court Circular was issued on Christmas Day 
from the King-Emperor’s Camp .—The King-Emjieror attended 
Divine Service in camp this morning. His Imperial Majesty was 
attended by the whole of his suite. 

The following is the programme of the Royal visit to Calcutta 

Det.tmbrr 

30th, Saturday —Arrival of Their Majesties at Howrah Station, 
Calcutta. Official reception by tie Government of Bengal and 
presentation of the Corporation address at Prinsep's Ghat. State 
Procession to Government House Massing of 25,000 children of 
Calcutta and the suburbs along the Red Road, Public holiday, 
Afternoon Races, Decorations and illuminations at night. 

31st, Sunday.-- Their Majesties attend Div«ne Worship at St. 
Paul’s CathAlral. 

January 1913, 

lit, Monday.—Morning and afternoon, Polo Tournament. 
Proclamation Parade. Evening, State Dinner. 

2nd, Tuesday.—Morning, Proclamation Parade Afternoon 
Hone Show. Review of Troops. Garden Party Evening, Wee 

3rd, Wednesday.—Morning, Finals of Polo Tournament. After¬ 
noon, King-Emperor's Cup Race Evening, Torchlight Tattoo and 
Fireworks. 

4th, Thursday.—Afternoon, Garden Party. Horse Show, 
Evening, the Royal Court, Drawing Room. 

Jth, Friday.—Thair Majesties attend the Pageants at die 
Molded. 

6th, Saturday.—Afternoon, Tollyguiigc Races, Evening, 
General Illuminations in Calcutta. 

8th, Monday.—Tbeir Majesties leave Calcutta from the 
Prifirop’* Ghat. 


lUrata wires from Madrid :—Natives near Melrila attacked 
Spaniards' or Friday. Severe ’fighting look place over & front of 
nearly forty miles, Spanish carnalities were bine killed and thirty, 
eight wounded, including several officers. Natives lost heavily. 

Rooter wires from Madrid There were further furious 
OB Spanish positions in the Melitla hinterland on Saturday and 
Sunday. The casualties were seventeen killed and.41 wounded. 

Franco-Spnaish negotiations on dm subject of Morocco V 
making tittfo progress. The French proposals so far have been 


met by Spanish counter-proposals, which am seemingly unaccepftablo 
toFribco. ^ 

Renter wife from Madrid >~Five Spanish columns attacked and ? 
succeeded in driving a hand of Riffians across the Kart Itafr after 
severe fighting. The Spaniards lost two killed an^orty wounded. 

Much bad blood is being made between Fiance and Spain 
by wholsale accusations, in which General Luque, Minister of War, . 
has participated, that the French are stirring up the Riffians cad 
furnishing supplies The Premier's organ condemns these charges, 
but they augur badly for the Franco-Spanish negotiations. 

A large Spanish force assumed the offensive on the 27 th 
in&lant, and according to a Madrid message, drove off the Rlffiang, 
The Spaniards afterwards followed them up along the Kert river, 
punishing them severely. ° V 

The Consular Court at Ujda has acquitted M. Dcstailleur, 
French Commissioner in Ujda, the Vice-Consul, and the head of 
the Customs, who were charged with the peculation and gun running. 
China. 

In consequence of the Peace Conference deadlock, the Consuti- 
General of the Powers have made unofficial representations to tjie 
Imperial and revolutionary representatives, urging them to arrive 
at a speedy understanding in the interests of all concerned. 

Wutiugfang has replied that a hasty peace, not according to the 
wishes of the pcuple, would probably lead to a more serious outbi^&k. ‘ 

Reuter wires from Peking:—In an interview Yuan-Shih-Kul 
said, he would never dfcree to a Republic. 

The Taking corrcsijondent of the Times , who is now air 
Shanghai, telegraphs that every revolutionary of every class declare! 
uncompromisingly that the Manchus must go. 

Yu&n-Shi-Kai still adheres to the monarchical idea, but it it 
confidently expected m Shanghai that he will yield to the inevitable 
and Income President of a Federal Republic. 

Reuter wires from Peking .—The Government fears that the 
Conference at Shanghai will fail to reach a settlement. The rebels 
are preparing to march northward viA Pukow. 

Indians in Canada. 

Thu Canadian Government has decided to permit the immigra¬ 
tion & of wives and families of Indians, mostly Sikhs, who have settled 
to the number of four thousand in Western Canada. A Commission 
will be sent to the West to investigate the conditions, and report to 
the Minister of the Interior before any relaxation of the continuous 
passage regulations is considered. 

The Gaekwar and the 11 Times.** * < 

In view of Lhe statement that the Gaekwar of Baroda when - 
tiavelling in Europe in 1910, did not shrink from associating with 
such people as Knshnavariria, the latter writes to the Times 
saying that since June 1907 when he migrated to Pitas he has never 
seen or lui responded with the Gaekwar. 

New Delhi. 

A small committee consisting fir a civil officer, an engineer and 
architect will probably be appointed first of all to consider matters 
connected with the planning of new Delhi, pie total amount of" 
land as required by the Government nf India for the new capital is 
nearly 115,000 acres. 

It is no Lifted in the current Punjab Gazette that certain lands 
in the neighbourhood of Delhi are required by the Government of * > 
India for the new capital of Delhi, and the Collector of (Delhi is 
directed to take orders for the acquisition of these lands! Th% 
lands in question arc situated in the Delhi and Ballabgarh t$hs* 3 iu 
No less than 126 blocks of land are specified, the laigek of JrhiCh » 
in the Delhi mouza is over eight thousand acres in extoft^ 4 * 

The Change. * V * 

It is not expected that the administrative changes in qonnocfifcn ; 
with the re-union of the two Bengais and the formatifa of iheprqpincp 
of Behar and Orissa'can be earned out before May as Putin* 
meet does not meet until 14th February, A* Bill -amending tbe* 
Indian Councils Act of 1909 must lie before both Houses of Farits 
meat for a certain period before ft can be passed. 

Hindu University., 

His Highness the MabamjaW Ahwhaa j 
the Hindu University Fund. 


imi 
> 

n 


li 


rr / 

r |L ^ 




1 

, '*» - 
1 *r 

' < ,p . 

1 Hi ^ 1 ' 


•4 .■ 



December. 


The Comrade. 


563 


ftTEATfcTE 


surely the Pioneer is not sufficiently brazen to expect tbe Mussalmans 
to act as sycophants and toadies. 



F 


V 

Ou» attention has been drawn to Lhe telegraphic vets ion of Nawab 
\iqar-ul-Mulk's article in the hi'tilnit Gazette 
The Pioneer and of Aligarh on the future condition of Mussal- 
the Aligarh Ins- mans in India, which append n the Allahabad 

ttluk Gazette. daily 111 its issue of tin* 2 ph instant, by 

the A^/rw’s cditoruil comments on the 2Sih. 
They succeeded in shocking us after we had begu assurer in our own 
mind ihat our nerves had hciome so innured to the periodical shock., 
grepared for its readers by Lius sensation-loving journal that nothing 
whifrh it may ever write would sirpiise us. We need hardly suy that 
we had already iead the artiJr of tho Nawab in Lhe Urdu journal 
itself, and that it had impressed us not onl> as a mod tempt: 
rate cnticism of the le union ol the two Bengal* and an eunral 
appeal for the tunely redress of the Moslem grievance, bat also as a 
well-timed advice to the Mussulmans not to losi their hci I. arid 
follow counsels of despair We were certainly not p.cpirul t*y a c*rr 
ful perusal of this arm le lor .1 carping critic isn* thereof m an \ng’o 
Indian Journal No, 11m even .n the /Wtfcr Hat surprises ■» nr 
ceaje We read in the paunio Than Anr ol Allah ibid 'hid 
,a while tlK Btngalis and .Behan (sir) ire equx'ly full of joy ivt-i the 
new nrrai.^emails, die M1ibs.11 man population of Buig d 1-, ' \*«r< ssing 
its dismay, and the Nawab Vujar-ul-Mulk written 1.1 le* ihgiv k 
Institute Gazfhc of‘entne di^alisfaii’on * and ‘ a gre,i. ^immunity 
in mourning' Ills to b e regretted ’ ^iy* the pond* mus c.nln o’ 
Allahabad, 11 that the Scuxuuy to the 'lr*sr f e* of the M A O ( uMiv 
should have chosen .1 students magj?j ic for lhe publication ol mi 0 
nhrmes,' I'hc nttil du towards Align'li and its SetrU.irv 

since Jibe removal of Mr Arrhbold is well known, though f w on 
• perhaps aware that the fr.j/ir. / as an ad 1 ixa»i ofh'iope.i i mum 
liancu at Aligarh sometimes wijiks i 4 iiuvingi on N.mab Vumi-iu 
M ulk so far as to mutilate his replies to Us own unlit -sin of Aligarh 
before publishing them somu weeks aljer iecc"K. But 111 tin jnstanr e 
under uolie^ the Ihmcn ^lupassi * even iis ovn record We 
nothing bill 0 t^nipt for th *J\ tb c t knowledge of Vugarh ait.urs 
but we nod (LTiamly thought iJ.*t journalism nii.iiivu:«irn 
did not go so far as in belie the AL^irh Insbmi* G t edt 
to be a “ i.tudcnLs’ma^n/inp,'' To ha/- 111,^taken me will kn ran 
cngAiiof S11 Syed AhimM Khan and the Aligarh M-ivun-ccr, k .huii 
h» Always played a roosv ennspinoos part in shaping r'i ■ politu al 
as wellfOt> social aiwy*diicational opinions of '.lie Mussalmans, lo. the 
Ahfath Monthly, which ls the iA students' magi ine, J * is n mor e 1 
Loo delicious even brtne Pioneer. But tin. M nh&ws s ’’ whiu; ue, 
according to tsn absolutely unthinkable ‘'stiuierK' 
magtuhie ”, *re nowht re in be found in the JmiUuit G>* i^tte iimiIF 
The tionslalor makes the Nawab say that among the Mi ssal nan. 
the detfston > s rcce i ved Wlt ^ '™hte HtssansfaUi tn * V run-: 
'ficbtiEtde translation of the passage to which the cor respond cm of the 
JRdtUrr refers is that “an jar an it (the rturion of me two Bengal*) 



the Pkneedo correspondent puts into the mouth of tbe Nawab, the 
stuteraynt that 11 unless this is done, Their Majesties, will leave behind 
k them a gteat community in mourning ” WeH, the fart of tbe matter 
' the Nawah has said nothing of the kind. What he did say was 

that “out kfatty Ui«4i»orp « orrJy this, that on his depasture from 
» Wff Mmfrv His Majesty should leave nothing behind him hut 
n f ity gratefulness." When a newspaper once 
ViSteSy^nnouBced the death of Mark Twain, the great humorist 
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K jnTURumw>umg aa the catwafc of the buteauc 
' i* ?■ * 99 Halleleujas M wbeftthey burn their fingets.»Buttfter its ignominions 

i't l /ftfiure to rtpresa Hindu agiutiefi ot prevent /Its being rewarded, 
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It is with the deepest feelings of regret tlmt the news of the death 
of tho Hon. Mr. Krishnaswamy Iyer, C S.I., 
The Late Mr. Member of the Madras Executive Council, 
Krishnaswamy Iyer, will be received throughout the country. He 
was one of those few Indians who have risen 
by sheer dint of merit to the highest positions in the State. His 
talents were vAned and conspicuous Both as an advocate and a 
Judge of the High Court he had impressed the Bench and the Bar 
with his legal attainments and upright character. When after the 
sudden retirement of the Maharaja of Bnbbih, the first India Mem¬ 
ber of the Executive Council of Madras, Mr, KrishnAswamy Iyer was 
given the vacant seat, the appointment was hailed with satisfaction 
by the public The Governor of Madras has borne grateful testi¬ 
mony to tbe enthusiasm, honesty and ability with which Mr. Iyer 
discharged the duties of his responsible office during the brief period 
of his association with the government of the Presulenry. Both in 
private anti public life Mr Iyer had won the csteeem and affection 
of his countrymen. Mauy educational institutions owed their 
existence to his liberality, and lus help was given with equal 
generosity to all movements for public good. It is noLf only a 
loss to Madras hut to the whole of India that a man of such 
talents, beneficence and lofty :11ms and character should have had 
his career of usefulness cut short so suddenly. 


$yvyji Kao Garkwar's is not a name unknown 111 Tndia or even in. 

Eurojie The great ruler of Bnroda has often 
Gxekwar Baiting figured in large headlines of newspapers, and 
has proved a stimulus to Indians (if all ranks, 
races and religiuns who luve their country But the laiier portion of 
the year 19 it 'ias not been an auspicious time fur the Gaekw.tr 
J'u-st of all came the Gaekwar-Scmdin marriage alliance, and a good 
•ie.d was xaid about “thi j pnneiplcs i.f 11 lite-time ” We have no 
wish to revive dm controversy, but we hope we . s rc justified in 
adding that leader-, and editorial notes and lelteis lo dm press have 
gi-ncrally Inn n written as if U was Lhe Gaekwar himself who wus 
going Lo cornnur bigamy. After all the Maharaja is only the father 
of ihe ,, iuici -.s and only one of the parents, and unless it is assumed 
ih.A it is only the wishes ol the patiurchof the family thru inutd bo eon- 
si ih d and carni-d oul, we h.aie tiot sufficient ilata before us to pass 
any inorai judgment on the (Wckwar. After the report of the 
all dnee mine anoih^r i ri ' 'den* which became generally known only 
when the explanation of the Miharaia cumc presumably to close it 
Tlie woidmg of tin Press tnmmenufitt* went to show that the 
fliivenirir-Gencral considered the piibli* anon nf Ills Highness’s letLfer 
ii'UiLient to remove 11 na unlortu.iate impression about the ceremony 
ni the* Dcrbar ” But lhe: “copy ” supplied by the publication wan 
loo l< mjituig for the I-ondon' Times, and utter lies have since beep 
published and persisted in, the denials of lhe Gackwar and 
K'islin.i Variiui notwithstanding. We possess a much closer 
t \j*ucn((. 01 Harnda Llun fivo generations of the editors 

o tiie Tutus can boast of, and we believe ourselvfs to be in 
a po ituin to discuss Bnroda affairs indejiendently Bui fur 
all the m.mhnpss and iiuJeiioiidence s.iown by the Gaekwar in bu 
dpali igs with agents ol the Government—an attitude for which wo 
ir m a position to know how dearly he nnd his State have paid— 
tli y\* is not a ‘nadow or sn^uf ion attaching lo Sayaji Rgo Gaekwur 
) 1 Lhe score of extending h s patronage in a special degree to 
I idun i^\trein sts and anti-British campaigners. Some ol the 
most Lcnchent criticism of Hinda pohticians or the Congress, 
lRjth Moderate and Extremist, and some of ihe most stuuiv 
'•ii.jport of the policy and measures of Lho British Government and of 
Uie action of the Moslem League has in recent years come from toe 
nun of borne of the State employes at Baroda, and more than 
once* over their own signatures. But the Maharaja has been 
\ Jib to check their freedom so long as they did not oflend ggoinst 
the laws ot the Slate or of British India. These facts can lie 
vouched for by many Anglo-Indian f and Indian journals in India, 
although the Tunes is as usual wholly ignorant of them. We 
would commend to our London contemporary the remarks oF 
the Empire which ought to direct the erring footsteps of the Times 
from the pulpit of exalted balderdash to the ordinary level of 
rommonsense. If the Gaekwar had been playing such a dangerous 
game as the Times shamelessly mentions, we may be suro he would 
have had sense enough to disguise his seditious designs under the 
cloak of abject servility. Fault iftay possibly bo founa with the 
manner|of the Maharaja, but to utiUze an unfortunate incident for a 
hose and splenetic attack on Lhe foremost Indian ruler is hardly 
worthy of any Enehsh journal. Most Indians are led to believe 
that had the Gackwar demoralised his State by his own unchecked 

ls ■__ i.__I_,_ j;__1_ 1 1 1 


concubinage, as is not rare, alas I in Indian rulers, or had he spent" 
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^ ond recognition, bringing if into line with neighbouring 
tilth territory, and that in social reform and mass education he has 
set an example even to British India which is confessedly hard to 
follow. Such an impression is most unfortunate, and we trust the 
Government of India would take early steps to contradict the 
baseless fabrications of the 7 tmes. This, we may add, is our 

own opihifor, and we have never consulted the mler of Baroda or 
any of hin entourage before trying to do our obvious duty. We 
hear of the people of Mysore agitating in favour of an alteration of 
the existing Warrant of Precedence among Ruling Chiefs. We are 
confident that H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore has no hand in 
the matter; but it is our belief that Jifc should assert himself to 
check the agitation at tins particular juncture winch is most un¬ 
suitable. The real Warrant of Precedence is in the Maharaja’s own 
hands, and if great improvements in-administration are about to be 
introduced into Mysore, as we hear His Highness contemplates, then 
the Ruler of Mysore need be in no doubt About his fuluie rank. 
An illustrated English pap>-r mentions that the Orekwar was made 
a Ruler from a farmer hoy. Be that as it may, what we have to 
consider m such a case to-day is how the “ farmer boy" has 
acquitted himself during all these years. We know of some Chiefs 
who would not be able to acquit themselves well even il they were 
made 11 farmer boys r from a Prince! 


The Swudeihi 
Movement- 


Tun Congress Resolution exhorting Indians Lo cn< mirage home 
industries and abstuin, as far as pi.iUi cable, 
from buying foreign goods and give preference 
to swadeshi arlu les was passed in Lhe flicker 
of a dying enthusiasm. The AptMki-ra seemed 
to bn engaged in an ciloil of special pleading for a lorlorn cause 
The only imncmeiit that could be of vital rramqnevite to the 
economic development of the country, a movement demanding not 
only genuine devotion and self-sacrifice but a great < (instructive 
effort has floundered hopi lessly in thf |iush of cheap rhetoric and 
rentirm nt Tim lluunling of an empty 11 Resolution " every year, as 
if the movmcnt was only just begun, has something more serious and 
significant in il then a mer* comic futility It lays c\ery Indian, 
who hai waxed cloquei u ftlKiut Swadeshi on the Congress platform, 
open to the charge of practical incapacity The SwaiKdn move 
ment not only requires personal sacrifice in buying Lhings made 
in India, but aho demands a sustained and organised elTorl in Mait 
new intluMrics, preserve and mprovr the old ones ami develop the 
economic resumces ol the country. Nothing worth the name has 
been done iti these directions since the movement was ushered in 
the strife and Lurmud of politics. Puhaps it wi* contrived mort m 
bate of the " Feringhte ” than in genuine love for the Motherland. 
All the same its failure has stamped the Indian with a want of 
fructifying resolution and capacity. 


It has long been an idea of ours that newspapers in India should 
devote part of their 11 agony columns " lo the 
" Wanted Known 1 ” publication of accounts of the thinnest of 
thm meetings enlivened to congratulate, 
condole wfch or thank lhe powers that be, of telegrams sent to 
important personages by their polar opposites, and of descriptions 
of the reception accorded to people whose only sustenance is 
popular applause. An appropriate heading for tlm. Vanity Fair 
would be " Wanted Known ! ” We believe that if mjiIi a considera¬ 
tion was fhown Lo would-be scUadvcitisers, the Miissftlnians would 
ItKmi larger in such columns than their u n> mcmal proportion, r> 
“political importance ' and all the claims of “gatekeeping could 
ever warrant. .And for some not very occult re won, the greatest 
congestion would 6e experienced somewhere m the vicinity o r 
approaching Council elections. We are not afraid il meiu'onmg 
name! i but we fear the gentlemen who hsi\ a rocentlv delighted rc 
lee themselves appear in print ofrener than the Orman Chancellor 
or the Gnuid Vizier of Turkey would thereby get a muoh-desrec 
advertisement, and this we aw certainly loth to give to the.n. Nut 
bo lorfg ago the Burdwan Conference gave these would-be < debnues 
the opportunity of figuring ui press telegrams and correspond¬ 
ence columns. Rut it is the misfortui^s of Turkey nod Peru* 
that have proved a veritable Cod-aend to diem. It is an ill wind, 
indeed, etc, etc. AH we should lil^e to know is what nght have the 
meutfjtai and self-elected officer^ of a society, loosely constructed 
and risked for providing relief for the sufferers from Italian 
aagtWSioflin Tripoli, to cumrnuricafc to the Sultan of Turkey,, 
the Grand Virier, the Freii^ent of the Parliament, the War 
ktinUter» the Committee of tfnsou and Progress and Comite 
Union Liberate, Consuntimipl^ a message about the future 
gpajigemrnt of the Caliphate. We own that every Mussulman 
wbo believes in the Caliphate has a right to approach the Caliph 
jbd offer advice if he deems it necessary. But we cannot 
admit that a Red Crescent Society, which exists only for the 
itgief' of sufferers, has as such any locus standi in the matter. 
If we tui# to the message cabled by these gentlemen we stand 
amassed at its unabashed audacity and impertinence. 11 The Moslem 
World expects Caliphate to protect Dar-ul-lshun instead of dissensions. 


The Moslems in meeting received the news with profound shame, 
disappointment, regret and alarm. They strongly urge hi lhe name 
Allah, of the Prophet and patriotism t’' stop the dissension and save 
the Caliphate from disaster and disgrace. Else cede Dar-td-Islam 
to Christendom without bloodshed " This ammingly impeftiment 
message reminds us of the well known lines: p 

JiLI a ji jt> tf *S * JU.L. r tii > ^ } \t ^ 

(Thou I didst conduct* the [affairs of the earth so veil imjee^fe'at' 
thou must needs meddle in the affairs of heaven also.) 'tt is 
nothing short ol unparalleled conceit in gentlemen whose work 
in the Bengal legislature during the last two years hfwbeen 
received with more “ profound shame, disappointment and regret" 
than the news of Turkish dissensions by 11 the Moslem World, 
and whose frantic efforts to cadge votes has begun to cause 
unbounded "alarm. 11 This cable was not an isolated action, (but like 
the Burdwan Conferercnce, only a link in the long chain of popular¬ 
ity-hunting; and another link was forged shortly aftei wards in a meeting 
convened by thq same persons on the 74th December 11 to consider 1 
the present position aud Lo determine the future policy of the 
Mussulmans 1 It is notirablc that while the Burdwan Conference 
was essentially .1 separatist movement, the cable to Turkey wax 
sent on behalf on "the Moslem World,” and the meeting of a Week . 
ago was equally universal in its character. We do not know who and 
how many attended Hut the house where tbc meeting was held 
is not likely tn have sulfued oven for the elite of the Moslem 
Society of Calcutta, much less for those or the whole of Moslem 
India ur 11 the Moslem World r And wliat was the upshot of it all ? 
The following resolution was adopted, w p suppose, nrm ton. 1 “Tbit 
this meeting is of opinion that the lime has come fur the Mesial mans 
Lo chango their poluy Loward a otbei *,0111111 uni ties, hut considering 
the irnporl&u* e of Lhe qucsnon it is di suable that the line of policy 
to be adopted should be dctrmmird atLer further deliberation.” 
We are wlioll) opposed to tho policy of fighting ol her peoples 4 
baltlcs, and we 1 rust llu* Mnsilmat ? udl never lend llianselves aa 
witspaws whether iL he to European fjuruiwcr-tsor Hindu politicians, 
We also fed that a j aphrm Undent WiLh Hindus is 1 tuuicnriy desirable. 
Wb are esui pie pared to admiL tlint the Musiilmans should Uke a 
periodical stnc k of iheir political assets and balance them against their 
liabilities Bui 1 lnuncdiau 1 lunges ” are not tn our liking, and we 
(.annul ronceivL that if lhe Muslim ins go to the Hindus in sackcloth 
and ashes today, desiring a re union, Lhe new. friendship would 
be any niuie lasting or useful ihm the one it »s obviously meant to 
displace 'The only lasting friendship would be based on respect, 
nuL on pit”, nml the disparity of wealth and intelligence sudi as 
exists in Muigoi today between Hindus and Musa!mans would be 
m jure An enemy of real friendship between the tuu as the disjwiity 
between the conditions of a prince and a pauper. All the same, 
all sources of friction shoLld be removed, and efforh th. raid bo 
made to look at the differences fairly and squarely, and to discover. 
After a bu<-iness-like enquiry, what really keeps the Hindus and 
Musalmaiib apart. The President of this year’s Congress has discuss¬ 
ed at some length the mischief of "sham history.” We would c 
suggest an eqj ally earnest consideration of the mischief of "sham 
sentiment Jl at d of political hysteria Be that as it may, we cannot 
iiimmepd the sell conceit that suggests tne periodical convening of 
met*lings which come to the wise conclusion that no conclusion is yet 
posable But if they take the place of Lhe column " Wanted Known* 
for the sclf-advertibing gentry, they are not held altogether in vain. 


Twk diplomatic farce that the Muscovite has been playing, at 
Teheran ha* at hbi developed into a grim and 
The End of Persia, ghastly tragedy. Wlial* is happwfmg at 
Tabriz aud other places,—the bloody chaoa 
to which the Owk license and savagery has given rise, the forcible 
occupation of Government buildings, the bombardment of tfe* 
tou n. the pooling down of officials and hundreds of peaceful fababt- „ 
lants, the butencring of women and children—was inevitable and 
clearly foreseen. It is in face a deliberate and cold-bloodeti*mom? in 
ihe now familiar game which the enure East has been witnening for 
months past with indignation and disgust. The acceptance pf 
ultimatum after another has been forced on a helpless Govern bleat n » 
at the point of the bayonet Mr. Shuster, whose honesty, . 

and ability were being ungrudgingly applied to the task of exbicam 
the country from a hopeless financial muddle, has at bat beef 
dismissed. But the end ,of the drama is not yet, aod it waa 
not with this object that the Russian ultimatums wera bunched,, , 
Even if the whole nation were to go down cftTHts koeeff and 
beg as oppressor to spare its sov^reigepty and fodejpttdfltkC^^ 
it would not turn him from executing Ibis ruthless, will, aa£,J 
all prayers and supplications would, pe in vajp. RussjA Wint^ 
to be the sole and undisputed master at Tehahu^ and wifi 
wads through streams of innocent bldod in otgp ’fo Agfejfft* 
her end Her assurances may have imposed onT 
In Persia they have meant the ^tsyaXch dt 
who have given, in just c a littm tnasmere of 
an earnest of tbe righteout bumtiotur hf tbh ^ 
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jmttom need disguise the fact any Longer that Persia has got 
.J° £** l ^ c . the Poles; end whether the 

British Cabinet would like it or not, it has got to face the new 
situation, complicated by the long-drawn agony of a persecuted 
nation and the gifting of frontiers in the Middle East. Sir 
Edward Grey has t so often played false to his professed liberal 
principle* that it would be idle to expect that he would respond 
to appeals for justice, or try to save a helpless nation instead of 
'donmromising the most vital interests of the British Empire in 
thelSasl He and his Convention need not wait for history to 
<ome to judgment The events now in progress in Persia have 
furnished to tne world a full measure of himself and his policy. 
Will the British Nation and Parliament continue to tolerate 
Muscovite iniquity, the gradual destruction of Persia and the 
abject weakness of their own Minister ? The highest inter¬ 
ests of the British Empire, apart from the consideration* 
of humanity and justice, hang on this question. Some Anglo-Indian 
journals which questioned the right of the leaders of Indian Mosal- 
t mens to “ meddle " in foreign affairs are now preaching to them 

* from & great height the duty of explaining the mevitablcnes* of a 
British Expedition to Persia and the bona fides of th<* British 
Government. While we trust that influential Mosalmtuk. will do 
nothing to excite Moslem passions, we confess we do not recognise 

* Any such claims on the part of the Foreign Secretary who has treat¬ 
ed the feelings and appeals of Indian Mussalmans wi'h silent disdain. 
We do recognise that what is happening to-day is inevitable and 
What may happen hereafter will be equally inevitable Some nationa 
are bom with Empires, others acquire them , but Empire has always 
been thrust on the British nation. India, Egypt, and South Africa, 
All illustrate this outstanding fact of British expansion. The 
end of Persia has come, arid it is due to the Anglo-Russian Con¬ 
vention, though a series of intermediary causes • has as usual inter¬ 
vened. It is not the action of the Fidais in the North or the 
Kpahgh&is in the South that will bring about the foreign occupation 
-of Persia, Temporary, of course, but just as temporary as that of 
Egypt. There incidents have happened only to-day, hut the 
Saturday Review frankly enough anticipated all this four weeks ago. 

ill wrote even then that w it is obvious now that Russia means to have 
Jgnd allow no interference with complete control of the North. 'Hie 
v apology tendered, by our advice, has quite failed of its object A 
t demand is now made that Mr. Shuster nnd Mr. I^ccoffrc shall he 
t dismissed and that in her choice of officials Persia shall be guided 
J solely by the advice of Great Britain and Russia, bhe must in the 
f end comply with these demands (their rejeotion by the Mcjliss can- 
f not be taken seriously), also with the < laim for an indemnity for the 
1 expenses of Russian troops. It is admitted that the British Govern- 
7 ment has been fully consulted, and parts of the ultimatum are in the 
name of both Powers. Fuus Porsue. Thu is the end of any pre- 
1 tence of Persian independence. It was bound before long to become 
■J an absurdity. Such sentimental considerations as those put forward 

* by I<ord Curzon in an able speech at the Persian Society dinner 
1 could not awl, unfortunately, to avert the inevitable. We shall 
^before* lonp have to make ourselves masters of the South as the 
^Russians will be of tile North, and then oar Empires will be cuter 
iminous." The end has come at last, and we wish Sir Edward Grey 
and the Liberals joy cf it. Pul if we have not misjudged our 
Ruiigns, wc hope to meet them pnr day— at Nuihki or Chama/i. 

Out of the resolutions passed at a meeting of the Congress related 
to the repeal of the Seditious Meetings Act 
Repressive the Press Act jnd the removal of *he 

Regulation, of 1818 from the Statute Book. 
It was urged that “in view of the loyal 
evoked by the Royal visit and the official pronounce¬ 
ments about the faiprovemeut in the general situation, these 
.measures aa well as the Regulations authorising deportation without 
trial * should be repealed. The demand is just, thoiqjjji we have 
tittle hope that it will be conceded by the Government m the very 
near future. The circumstances that Jed to the forging of the 
r epre ssi ve weapons are still fresh in official memories; and 
htfeq lf«the Government were disposed to consider the whole 
taitte in the Light of recent improvement in the situation, the 
ftofafadai bureaucrats would scarcely tike to divest themselves so 
' (fato&qf tbek new executive glories. There can be no question, 

* however, that all need for repressive measures has ceased to 
exfljt The growth of sedition arid anarchical crime was mainly 
lilt result of the agitation against the Partition of BengaL The 

\Orenofa Reforms removed much of the genuine discontent of 
‘the educated classes legitimately desirous of having a voice in 
apatites of the Government- The modification of the Partition 
eugjbt to fall the bomb-revolutionary and anarchist At any 
fa would be in keeping with the new spirit of trust and 
-wflfatieii which Ires of fate been npeh in evidence in some of 
tbe icta'ef die Government, if the heavy embamo on the freedom 
fit the Frets of pohlic meetings is removed. Public opinion 
in the county hs% through die stress sad norm of adversity, 

**- “”“2 i&yrr“ ,w 
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The Comrade. 

The Announcement. 


in. 

In dealing with the treatment of the Mussulmans of East Bengal 
last week, we had occasion to refer to the Doctrine of Compensation 
which seems to have travelled beyond 'the limits of foreign affairs 
and to have peacefully penetrated into internal administration. We 
had occasion to mention that the Mussalmans had no Panther to 
send to Agadir, and that it was too wull-eitablished a rule 
of diplomacy that no Panthtr % no compensation. Not that 
the Government arc wholly callous. They have evidently 
not reached that stage yet. There are times when they 
believe they 11 could not defraud the legitimate expectations of the 
Muhammadans of Eastern Bengal who form the bulk of the 
population of that [Wince and who have been loyal to the British 
Government throughout the troubles 11 without exposing themselves 

10 the cliarge of “ bad faith. ” But while the charge of 
bad faith towards the Mussulmans is a skeleton nn the; 
cupboard, the Government of India have not been so indiscreet 
as to leave that diculful receptacle unlocked. The charge of bad 
faith does not push them from their stools like the ghost of B&nquo. 
They salve over their conscience with the comforting thoughts that 

11 die Muhammadans would still be in a position of approximate 
numerical equality with, or possibly of small superiority over, 
the Hindus,” that Dacca would be another Lucknow, the second 
capital of the new Governor-in-Council, and that “ the interests of the 
Muhammadans will be safeguarded by the special representation which 
they enjoy in the Legislative Councils." 

Now, as regards the first 11 wooden spoon,” surely 
the Government of India are not themselves, nor consider 
the Mussulmans to be, so obtuse as to regard 14 approximate 
numencal equality with, or possibly small superiority over, the 
Hindus ” as the equivalent of a two-th rds majonty ? T hey could 
not have forgotten that when the Government of the United 
Provinces proposed to increase Moslem representation in local 
bodies from a seventh to a fifth, cveiy Hindu paper through¬ 
out India bfgan a vigorous campaign against that Government and 
silenced the official batteries within a month. If a reduction 
of 7 per cent, in tbc Hindu majority in local bodies of the United 
Provinces was a sufficient casus belli, surely the reduction of more 
than 14 per cent, in the Muslim majoity in the Provincial Council 
of United Bengal is Urge enough 10 dulurb Moslem equanimity. 

As regards the '* second Lucknow ” argument, may not Dacca, 
which is more than 16 hour!*’ journey from Calcutta and involves two 
changes, be a second Bunkipore rather, whiefa was after all only half 
that distance and still remained nnvisited by tne Lieutenant-Governor 
of Western Bengal. Moreover, one is not Sure that an arrangement 
which would make the Governaienl peripatetic as in the United 
Provinces would be any improvement on the cold neglect of Dacca 
in The good old days. In the United Provinces there » hardly an y 
public opinion to control, or at least guide, the bureaucracy, and it 11 
our conviction that this is so partly because the United Provinces 
have a locomotive administration. 

There is shll the sheet-anchor of the Government, the separate 
representation of the Mussalmans. With the re-distnhutiun of the 
areas nobody knows whut new proportion Moslem representation 
may assume in Bengal, nnd a bird in hand is generally worth several 
in a bush- But wm assuming that this safeguard is adequate, 
could it not have protected so wealthy end cultdred a minority 
as the Hindus of Bengal ? Why did not the Government assure them 
that even if they were 11 labouring under a sense of real injustice ” 
it could have been removed by their utilising the safeguard* 
of the minorities even better than by‘a modification of the Partition ? 
As a matter of fact, as we shall show later, the Hindus of Bengal 
have been amply protected in both the Councils of divided BengaL 
But there is still another and a greater consideration. Who can 
now be persuaded that Lord Minto’s Separate Representation will 
not follow Lord Curzon’s Partition on the primrose way to the ever¬ 
lasting bonfire ? The Government of Lord Hardmgo have given their 
pledge no doubt, but then Lord Minto had pledged $ti# more 
clearly and solemnly that separate and adequate replantation 
would be accorded to the Mussalmans in local bodies as were. More 
than five years have passed and l|ie pledge is still unreaMfad* 
But why need we go so far ? WaB not the Partition of Bdhgil to be 
looked upon as a “settled fact”? When another Liberal M, P. 
•aid that democracy was entirely opposed to and would resist the 
doctrine of the settled fact, what was it that that great Liberal, 
Lord Morley, told us ? He said in the House of Commons: 

How If that be 10 , I am vciy (sorry far democracy. I do not agree 

with my boa friend. I think democracy mU be jut u reasonable 

u toy other sensible farm of Government, and I do pot believe democracy 
will far a moment think that you are to rip op a settlement of an odraims- 


trttivc or eoiutitubonal question, became it fan with some abstract 4 priori 
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JJ**' l ^ fl ® c Certainly say that I would not remain at like India Office w 

MJMirhWMrfftal respcmaiMe depamncnhil office, on condition that 1 made 
went of Killed feeta, hurried on with my tatalceur of first 

pnncip lea, and arranged on those principles the whole duties of Goi eminent. 

Thih was wbat Ix>rd Morluy had pledged himself to less than 
four years ago But what a mockery arc those words to-day 
Remember, it is not only this that democracy has ripped up 
the settlement of an administrative question while the Liberals are 
still m power, and Lord Morley, if not at the India Office, still 
holds a powerful and responsibly office in the Cabinet. 
There is something far more unsettling than the ripping 
up of a settled fact. It is thfe platitude of the Government 
of India that Government scl^mes “ could only be justi¬ 
fied by success,’ 1 and the revolutionary doctrine that success 
signifies nothing mofe or less than the satisfaction of those that 
know how to clamour and agitate Tn the light of these two 
doctrines, is there any pledge that can be considered sacred ? That 
which assured the Mussulmans about their seperate representation 
certainly cannot. Whosoever may regard separate Moslem 
representation as a settled fact, those at any rate who opposed the 
Partition do not regard iL as such. Pandit Bishan N&rayn Dar hod 
exhausted rhe resources of polemics last Hosier at Barielly in 
1 opposing that safeguard of minorities, and more lhum anything else 
it was the vigour of that attack which r leared the way for his leader¬ 
ship of tixis year's Congress. The same old arguments are repeated 
in nis Presidential Address that have resounded from other political 
platforms, while all arguments that go to show why a defenceless 
minority was forced to apply for a partition of the franchise arc 
Ignored in the approved way of die Congress Wc think we had 
dealt adequately with Mr. Dar after Easter, and whatever may be 
his feelings after Christinas, wc must confess, wc have no heart to 
go over the old ground once more. AU that we need say here is 
that he claims that the principle nf communal representation has 
been 11 denounced by the whole country,” that its approval only by 
11 a section of the Mahomedans ” is supported by their interpreting 
(l a certain passage in Lord Minto's speech to the AU-India 
Mahomedan deputation in their own way ”, that “injustice was 
done to the Hindus but they remained quiet" that the 
arguments favouring a modification of the fallacious te.it of 
numbers in politics have been " tricked out in the costume of 
sham history,” diat 11 history is like the child’s box of the letters of 
alphabet which you may arrange in any way,” that "the 
Hindus will never tolerate” suen arguments, that "they shall 
never rest contented so long as that humiliation is not removed ”, 
that 11 Mr. (nor Sir Lewis) Jenkins, the Horne Member, pcrpcPateri 
a cynical yoke at their expense when to Mr Malavsya’s Resolution 
he replied that before Government could undertake tn correct the 
disproportionate representation of Mahomedans, the Hindus must 
first convert the Mahomedans to their view,” and that 11 it is official 
pronoucements like this which compromise die strict equity of 
British rule.” One can see that the clamour and the agitation are 
there just the same. So also is 11 the growing estrangement" between 
Hindus and Musalmans for which the Government of India have 
shown a refreshing concern in their despatch. Only the customary 
symptonh of " a very widespread and unyielding bitterness of fueling ” 
against the Government are apparently required to make the Govern¬ 
ment rip up another settlement. 

It is undeniable that the Mu salmons of Eastern Bengal 
laboured, under many difficulties before the Partition was cianed 
out Tney were for the most part the descendants of the 
depressed classes of Hindus, and although Islam had improved 
their social flatus, their conversion had added to the ignominy of 
the low-caste ,thd reproach of the renegade. They were also 
tennants and upgu-eaming labourers, and tluu. too, m a per¬ 
manently settled area. Above all, they were ignorant and 
helpless. Vet they endured all this quietly and as only the 
weakest of the weak can endure. It was not they who had 
Clamoured and agitated for the Partition. But the Partition 
Come to diem as a well-deserved though wholly unexpected 
blessing. Their condition began to impiove and with that their 
ambitions and hopes. It may even be confessed that like all 
notteaux rtikes, these political fwwHtts sumetimil held their heads too 
high and strutted about in the peacock vein But like thr exaltation 
both of a draught of haschuh, if did not last long, and the reaction 
has come with a suddenness that is terrible. The eman¬ 
cipated slaves are once more sold into bandage, and who does not 
km* {hat revenge is sweet ? Their old masters who are once more 
in thftposition of thr slave-driver will be more than human if they 
do tki use the lash and the bastinade a little lavishly. And thu 
il the boon which the Gcvernmcnt of lfidia have in their unaided 
front and with a full-throated laudation of their generosity 
on the "loyal and contented Musalmans” Well could 
they have said with the Poet, in anticipation of fids boon: 


A ,3 •**»>** ^ wA*" 
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(Let us see what boons the lovers receive from the idols of their 
affections A Brahman has declared that this woukl beanauspi-, 
cious year ’) 

The questions arc wbat should the Musalmags of Eastern Bengal 
do at this juncture, and what should the Government do to break 
their fall ? We have considered in the ctitirse of the last three 
weeks e\ery advice that has been offered to the Musalmans, and we 
may add that we ourselves have not escaped those impulses qf the 
moment to which the announcement gave rise. We trust we shall 
be charged neither with sycophancy nor with callousness for the 
wrongs of the Musalmans of Eastern Bengal if in adding our own 
counsel to those of others we declare that in our judgment the 
Musa!mans should accept the decision of the Government. But 
while this is our advice to the Musalmans, we cannot conceal the fact 
that it is the Government of India that stand more in need of 
friendly counsel than the people whom they haife apparently ignored. 
'Fhey must temper the wind to the shorn lamb. It is not enough 
to secure to the Musalmans a majority of about two millions in fr 
population of 42 millions. Even to-day in the Provincial Council 
of Western Bengal there are only 6 Musalmans out of 3 a non- 
officials, and 4 of these owe their seats to the separate electorates 
which Mr. Bishan N&rayan Dar would regard merely as a cynical 
joke of the Government. From Bengal itself only two Musalmana 
were elected, as Against 1 r non-Moslems, and in the Government 
nominations too the "favourite wife” failed to secure even a 
single scat, while the termagant obtained three, including the 
Hon Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, who is a host in himself. One 
would have thought that in Eastern Bengal at least the Moslem 
majority would assert itself. But the Musalmans number no more 
than 8 out of 24 non-officials in the Council of that Province. Of 
these 4 owe their Wis to the separate electorates, which on paper 
ought not to have been necessary to protect a 66 per cent, majority, 
and two Musalmans of the influence of Nawab Sir SalimuBah 
Bahadur and Nawab Syed Nawab Ah have come in through the 
back door of nomination. 'Faking both these Councils together, 
we find that out of 44 elected members, only 12 are Mahornedan, 

8 of whom owe their seats to separate electorates, und that out 
of 12 nominated non-officials only two are Musalmans Thus, out of 
an aggregate of 56 non-officials, elected or nominated, the 
Musalmans number r4, or a mere fourth. 

When the area represented by these 56 members \> redistributed. 
■,ve doubt whether rhe Musalmans of I he new Province of Behar would 
secure an average of four Musalmans to eight Hindus which they have 
now* obtained Rut, howsoever Behar Musalmans may fare, those of 
the I wo portions of Bengal will find it impossible to secure more thaa 
the 10 seats that they now jiosseas out of a total of 40 non-officials, as 
against 21 Hindus. It must be remembered thut all that the 
Government promise to the Musalmans in Bengal is “ a position of 
approximate numerical equality with, or possibly of small superiority 
over, the Hindus.” It is only the re-grouping of the population 
that will take place and nothing more. Following the lines pr that re¬ 
grouping, we find that, other things remaining the same, the Musalmans 
of Bengal, in spite of their approximate numerical equality with, or 
possibly a small superiority over, the Hindus, will secure no more than 
a 25“ per cent representation in the Legislative Council of re-united 
Bengal. Ai regards the Imperial* Council, Behar ban now ono 
Hindu and one Musalman, and thotwo Bengal? three Hindus and 
three Musalmans Rut it must be remembered that the 
Hon. Mr. GhuznAvi owes his seat to the spin of the coin. In the 
ordinary course, therefore, Bengal Musalmans can expect at 
the present lalio no higher a ratio of representation than J tn 
0, and this after the Moslem interests are safeguarded td^some , 
extent by the seperate Moslem electorates existing side by side 
with joirtt territorial electorates. 

Il will be premature At this stage to suggest details of 
any future rearrangement, but we think wc shall not bo 
asking too much for the Musalmans if we demanded some 
security that both in the Provincial and the Imperial Legislator** 
the MuBsalmans will for a certainty have a few seats *more than, 
those that may fall to the Hindus, and this chiefly by elactiore 
We may only add that this will never be possible without die 
introduction of the principle of separate communal detaonfot in 
local bodies. If superior wealth ana education count for a&ythiife 
im the struggle for supremacy,a 50 per cent representation wilFkfibfd 
to the Hindus of Beegal a good enough opportunity of retiring 
their influence felt. After all, when tne Hindus of Bengal mini- 
bered no more than a fourth of the total population of the old 
undivided Province, they could not ante lord it over the JktynL 
mans of the Province bat alio efush {he' Hindus of Behar, Gnrev 
and Chhota Nagpur. With their pferrent wealth and educate* they 
should be the last to grumble if the possible MjMtfman minority , 
gets an equality of representation wife mem. 

The second necessary safeguard is that for aftpoita in tire gift 
of the Government of ^apT a mfctiwuta q^»mtiaijhoulNi;im 
fixed, end 90 Jong aa 4 he nunfcrical proportion e&tha Itutaahngns 
u upt eitenttea non* Wit 




quaitcfUton should be employed, 
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Acttmti ore not available within the limits of the Province, thev 
would be imported from the neighbouring Provinces. Unless 
this is done it will be impossible to destroy the Upas tree of the 
monopolist under which no other vegetation has yet prospered 
■Similarly, the $idiin member of the Executive Council of the 
Governor of Bengal should alternately be Moslem and Hindu. 
It is no Becret that a Muhammadan official of Bengal of consider- 
•able talents had to be thrust back because another Muhammadan 
dr Bengal had been selected for a still higher appointment. This 
shows that it is not necessarily the best men that is always selected. 
In vim* of the fact that all the three appointments to the Provincial 
Executive Councils were those of Hindus, the new post in Behar 
and the first vacancy in Bengal should go to Mussalmans 

We must admit that this looks like seeking shelter behind 
the Government when all communities should learn to put their 
trust in themseWfcs. But it is our belief that taking their historical 
position into consideration, Mussalmans in Bengal, as m the North, 
nave not had an equal opportunity with other communities. They 
were allowed to waste their energies in a vain endeavour to find suste¬ 
nance out of the dry bones of some of their ancient learning to the 
absolute neglect of modem studies, and, what is far more important, 
modem methods of study. The Madrasah system of Bengal is a 
standing reproach to the indifference and neglect of the Government, 
and we see no hope for the Mussalmans if this system is allowed to 
continue The least that the Government should do at this juncture 
is to open a first grade modem residential College for the 
Mussalmans at Calcutta and another at Dacca, wznch should be 
worked on the lines of Aligarh The Durbar grant of 50 lakhs for 
education, taken together w ith the Opium windfall of last year some 
of which is earmarked for the same purpose, cannot he too small 
m allotment to permit the erection of such Colleges WhaL strict 
equity demands is that for the next thirty years at least the edu¬ 
cational budget of the Mussalmans should be separate and a pro rata 
allotment should be made for Moslem and Hindu primary, secondary 
and collegiate education, for girls as well as for boys. It is manifestly 
unjust that the number of Mussulman students that are Ad¬ 
mitted into the Presidency College at Calcutta should be strictly and 
even ungenerously limited when the Mussalmans have no College ^uch 
as the Hindu College exclusively for their use Nor is it equitable 
that liberal aid should hie denied or delayed to girls’ schools opened 
by Muhammadans on the pica that there is no saving in the Budget on 
^account of the growing requirements of the Bet tune College which 
is practically of as hide use ro Moslem lacics as Girton or Lady 
Margaret's Hall. We remember a cartoon 111 a Bombay paper 
depicting the Governor of Bombay as informing a Moslem political* 
dressed like a boy tliat he must hrst climb up the ladder of cduca 
burs before he could iea°h desirable toys suen as high Government 
appointments. There certAinly was not much humour m this cartoon 
in it was originally conceived, bit it has amply been supplied by the 
Government of more than one Province which has lift the toys on 
tbe high shelf, but has removed the laddei 1 And ol no Government is 
4 this tl&r than of the Government of Bengal wh.ci reserves most of 
its niggardliness for its mends and so-called favourites If the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State vneerd) desire to see 
the Muwalmanj qualifying themselves for the high office^nd the 
representation 011 Councils, to whicll their number*, entitle them, 
they will have to demand ^frorr the Local Government an annual 
report about the progress or Moslem Education 111 Bengal, and a 
more careful attention on the nan of the Bengal Government to the 
programme of reform prepared by the Mu ha mradvi Educational 
Conference. The PepartrofGii eff Public Instruction has nk*n die 
high road all thesr* years. Is it not time to take Lhp lower road 
pointed out by the Musslntan? themselves hoc to see it that would 
tithe thftm to bcotlaiftl any earlier ? 


But it is essential that all these concessions should bn announced 
immediately, and that the announcement should Lome from His Majes¬ 
ty himself. The Government must have learnt from the agitation 
■ against the Partition tbe lessou that the longer a wrong, rca 1 nr 
supposed, remains umedressed the more difficult becomes 'he 
ittOfett. It will be no statesmanship to delay on obvious ar t of 
jtiedce so long that agitation on a colossal acale is commenced, and 
While much bad blood is needlessly created, all grace is removed from 
* the act of righting the wrong. He who gives ar once gives 1 wire, and we 
trtftt the Government wiD give at ura-e The mere fact the Mussal- 
mauj of Bengal retain an insignificant and unfructuous majority 
i n st ea d of a majority of two-thirds in Eastern Bengal will not 
certainly allay their rising discontent. Nor what we have suggested 
dU bglaaring concessions can be called “ adventitious assistance." 
At any rate, it 11 idle to expect that the restoration of Delhi— 
* which was not only 11 the ancient capital of the Moghals 71 but is 
•elMo H intimately associated in the minds of the Hindus with sacred 
legends which go back even beyond the dawn of history,” os the 
Government of India rightly remind us—would itself be regarded 
sufficient boon to the Mussalmans of Eastern Bengal 11 in common 
others of thehr fkith ” to makg them forget tfc 5 primary cod- 
sfrfaratiop, which is concerned with a the lojfel aspect of the 
propottlB. 0 A perusal of the despatches "makei conscious of ihe 
the fact that neither the Government of Indfa nor the Secretary 


of State regard in their heart of hearts the absence of all 
compensation to the "loyal and contented Mussalmans” aa a 
satisfactory feature of their gTeat scheme. But if it is not merely 
an unfructuous sentiment, we are confident that our suggestions 
would supply to the Government just those complementary conces¬ 
sions which would thoroughly justify Uird Crewe’s proud boast 
that l( regarding it as a whole, and appreciating the balance sought 
to be maintained between the different races, classes, and interests 
likely to be affected, I cannot recall in history, nor can I picture 
in any portion of the civilized world os it now exists, a senes of 
adminsitrative changes of so wide a scope, culminating in the 
transfer of the mam seat of Government, carried out, as I believe 
tbe future will prove, with so little detriment to any class of the 
community, while satisfying the historical sense of millions, aiding 
the general work of Government, and removing the deeply felt 
grievance of many.” But, on the contrary, if the Mussalmans of 
Eastern Bengal are left with a nominal majority, friendless and 
unprotected, it will not be possible to discover in history a more 
ignoble instance of rewarding loyalty with deprivation of recently 
recovered rights and punishing contentment as the worst of crimes. 


The Indian National Congress. 

Wha'iilmr difference of opinion may exist in regard to some 
of Us salient features and methods of work, it cannot be denied 
tliat the C digress movement embodies some of the genuine and 
vigorous aspirations which move educated India to-day for a well- 
organised and common national life. Some of the ideals that it has 
set itself to realise arc buLh inspiring and ultimately condusive to 
the good of the eountiy Their appeal to the educated Indian 
cannot but be dneci, stirring and irresistible His past traditions, 
present environment, his sense of vast and unique opportunities, 
and the interplay of the world forces in which his lot is cast, can¬ 
not but move him to strive for the unification of the diverse 
Indian races and raise them some day to the stature of a self-governing 
nationality After more than a century of contact with the spirit of 
Western democracy and the great ideals to which a has given 
rise in politics, the Indian mind would have been an utterly 
abject and imbecile thing if it had not caught some of that spirit and 
nsm to new visuis o f hope and endeavour. Tho educated Indians, 
cherishing the somewhat distant ideals of self-government for their 
country, may be unthinkable nmnstrocitics to the <f No d—d nonsense 
School ” of Anglo-Indian politicans and journalists. To a student 
of history they are ihe only vindication of British Rule, a great, 
inevitable fact of the Indian situation, a beneficent reality. 

The Indian National Congress represents the attempts made 
by some of the most patriotic and disinterested Indians to formu¬ 
late the needs and aspirations of educated India. Unfortunately, 
however, some accidents in its career have depnved U considerably 
of the lepreseniative character to which as a professed organ of 
Indian opinion, irrespective of race and creed, it mighyegitim&tely 
lay claim. It started with representative self-government as the 
goal of its endeavours, Self-government, however, presupposes as 
its fir>t postulate the existence of a homogeneous or, at any rate, 
a well-organised and united nationality, deriving its slate-sense from a 
common history, community of present and future intrcresjs, common 
joys, common soirows and common aims The initial error of the 
movement was that it assumed the existence of a common and 
organised nationality where there was none It presented a bold and 
ideall) perfect programme of political reconstruction 9 to the Govern 
men: and delivered a vigorous and unsparing onslaught against the 
despotic vagaries and easy-going methods of the Bureaucracy. 
Behind it, however, yawned the hopelessly divided gulfs of creed and 
race, cpsleand sect~-feuds, antagonisms and rivalries, religious prejudi¬ 
ces. and intolerance characterstic of ignorance and ngid custom. The 
moral weight and prestige of a united effort was wholly lackiflg and 
the movement was set down aa hair-brained and presumptuous. The 
Bureaucracy merrily wait its way and Anglcv India sneered. It 
is a significant fact, which has, however, escaped notice or is 
scrupulously avoided by the Congress leaders in all public discussions, 
that the official altitude towards the movement is justified not 
so muih on account of its impossible demands os on account of 
its sectional character. Official opposition was at the very outlet 
based on the fact that the Congress was not the representa¬ 
tive body that it claimed to be.* It offended the amo%r profit i 
of the organisers to have to plead guilty to the charge, mid forth¬ 
with they felt in honour bound to maintain that the movement 
was 11 Indian National". Earnest patriots who had no doubt set out 
with the best of desires and motives to build up a united nation, 
were hopelessly carried off the track in defending a mere tnck 
of sophistry. A noble hope was born and hqrted in nomenclature. 
A great ideal, for the realisation of which th^C^gress movement 
came into being, was, through a cruel ironjiror circumstance, 
assumed to have been realised. It is this assumption that has so 
far retarded the growth of a united Indian nation. 



The Comrade. 


The iniurv that this inversion of endeavour and a policy erf 
ma t^lievT has done to the best interests of the country may 
tat be judged from the existing state of Hindu-Mubamrnadan 
relations ' That they are bitter and humiliating to a degree, will be 

uncompromising type of communal fanatics m either side, Itisno 
use mincing matters or sugarco&tig pUm facts with fai^ep 
«„d honeyed platitudes. The ingress agitation, limited n lU 
■cups and mainly confined to educated Hindus, gav , 

"nrfitTorjiiJist ” vncH which drew their energising forces mainly from 
Hindu ideals and developed Hlituige and menacing accents The 
Moslem nnnunty felt, quite nalurally enough, that it had, perhaps, 
it a place rommondumic with its status and dignity in the 

scheme of the •* Swaraj " that stirred the hearts of the Hindu 
" Nationalist.* To organise communal activities on independent 
lines became to the Mubbalnian? a matter of self-preservation and self- 
respect. To the best and most patriotic Hindus, on the other hand, the 
efforts of the Mussulmans to secure recognition of their communal 
individuality appeared to be an unfortunate development of 

separatism. They deplored it, and deplored it justly, but 
unhftpplily they as members of a dominant, powerful and en¬ 
lightened community did nothing to allay tbe suspicions of 
Hr weaker and less fortunately-placed minority. Thoughtless 
and bolder spiiits even began to accuse the Muwalmans of 

heeking official patronage and favouritism at the expense of the 

great Interests of the country as a whole. Even some of 
their deepest religious instincts were not spared in holding them 
up tq sccrn as a species utterly wanting in territorial patriotism. 
Suspicions gave lise to hard words, and the fanatical reprisals in 
which some of the stalwart lions of the press on either side engaged, 
have been dragging the whole situation in a welter of vulgarity. We 
art face to face to-day with a problem that is most difficult to deal 
with, a legacy of suspicion and strife bred on ignorance, prejudice, 
wont of mutual comprehension and tolerance. 

It is idle, to try to apportion blainr in a matter essentially com¬ 
plicated in its very nature and arising out of errors of judgment 
and of temperament on either side. There is, however, one factor 
of overwhelming importance which governs the whole situation in 
all its bearings. It is the question of Moslem minority Indian 
nationality is a great and noble ideal. It appeals to educated 
Hindus and Mohaineaclnns .dike. Bui to the Mussulmans their 
sense of communal individuality is equally a great and glorious 
possession. A Lime may come when past history and sense of 
achievement and religious ideals may altogether reas* to mould 
distinctive social groups and be supplanted by some great world process 
of the future. But as things are, they arc the a most precious endow¬ 
ments and cannot be wiped out of their consciousness. In the 
absence of the clean stale to write one's ideals in *hat characters one 
pleased, it would be surely the wisest and most practical policy if the 
zUktlon-building in India were to proceed, not by idealising impatiently 
about the future, but by compromise, rccuncilutliuj and adjustment 
A people vastly differing in history, tradition, religion ard racial 
characteristics arc to lie trained and adapted to the needs of demo¬ 
cracy anc^ representative Self-government They cannot be 
dragooned into a common nationality any more than a doctrinaire 
system or a constitution of the debiting room can be imposed 
upon them ready made It is here, in avoiding to seek the 
necessary modus operand* for tho essential woilt of adaptation 
that the Congress movement has failed. 

The 26th Session of the Congress was no belter and no worse 
than its predecessors, at least, is far as its attitude toward? the 
fundamental yro^lefins of tbe country u concerned. It is un¬ 
fortunate that some of the moeit earnest preachers of the Cougrcs* 
platform should not havt been able, after 25 years' strenuous 
experience, Vo shed the old trick of conventional phrase. There 
is always a tine and brilliant dexterity shown in playing with (acts, 
but very few come to close pips wiLh them. In big iwpular 
assemblies there exists no doubt an incessant demand for the 
glowing periods anil Imid derl/unation of the rhetorician, but grbre 
issue* of political development and gem-rat administrative policy 
are apt to sink into mere ca + ch phrases in the heated Atmosphere. 
As a matter of (act th*- Congress orators do not discuss: they 
simply filmuh a feast to the fancy and the ear. The 11 Subjects 
Committee ” may debate it \ecret conclave, but the General 
Assembly is only treated to a set performance, when speaker after 
speaker plays his alJoted part on die stage. Naturally enough, there 
vriU no discussion over the 'resolutions that were 41 passed unani¬ 
mously." The addresses, both of the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee and the President were huge affairs that occupied the 
whole first day of the Session. They travelled over the entire familiar 
ground in the old tirue hnnoured fashion. It may be of course pre- 
. turned that conventional treatment of conventional themes does not 
imply that the themes, at any rate some of them, an deed. But Indian 
afiain are Out exactly where they were at the time when the founda¬ 
tions of the Congress movement were laid Fresh facts and fresh 
developments In the situation should afford ample scope to tbe , 
orator to impart fresh vigour of treatment to his "grievances as old 


U British Rale” Ndr is there ahy necessity, its*ms to us, this' 
a Presidential Address should be a treatise of heroic dimensK»&. 
Winning with the discussion of the first pnoapHend, after ranging 
ovJia vast wilderness offset and frncy, ending with an apology 

Anart however, from these constitutional UnnOtions, both, the 
Hon Mr.’ Bhupendra Nath Basu u Chairman of the Reception 
rZrnittee and Mr. Bisben Narain Dar, the President, were on tbe 
SjtjSe in tone and advanced some vay sound and wj* 
whole temperate . noliucal situation of the country. We 

enuipped wd Strong Indian Nationality for the advancement 
of education, for the gradual admission of Indians into the higher 
ranks of the public service, for the removal of some admmis-Trailvo 
inconveniences, for the introduction of popular institutions at#d 
for the larger association of Indians in the government of the. 
country. It is, however, in discussing the separata representation of 
the Mussalmans in the legislative councils, that the President showed 
the besetting prejudice and narrowness of all Congress discussion*. 
Arguments that he trotted forth in denouncing separate treatment of 
the Moslem position are os old as the 11 Indian National ” Congress. 
We have amply discussed tins aspect of the movement as well as 
the astute innuendo that underlies all protests against the efforts of 
the Musttlmans to secure fair gnd adequate treatment in the political 
progress of the country. W- need not discuss that in detail 
here again. It is distasteful to the Musalmons no less than to the 
Hindus to have to reler to considerations, political as well as 
historical, which have invested their problem with a peculiar 
character But facts ran not be hidden away under cheap rhetoric. 
If the effective representation of the Musalmans has led ithe 
Hindus to 11 smart ” and sulk uncomfortably, it is idle to complain* 
then, that “every Effort lor reconciliation is attributed to some 
dark and sinister design on their part .' 1 The unsettling of a once 
“settled fact ” has naturally given new zest and energy to Congress 
agitation against the Council Regulations; and tbe President's words 
that 11 they (the Hindus) shall never rest contented so long as that 
humiliation is not removed ” arc perhaps intended as a broad hint 
that India is on the eve of anoLher agitation more “ unyielding " 
and pestilent than the one that has triumphed with the modifica 
tion of the Partition There are no doubt some misgivings 
amongst the Musalmans that die pledges of the Government 
to keep their position intact in the legislative chambers of the country 
may not yield once again to adverse attacks which arc sure lo be 
more virulent and confident of success than ever, in view of Teceut 
events. But f he Musalmans ought to know how to defend themselves 
and their rights. If they arc unfit to stand on their own legs, surely 
no guvmmrnl will ever tare to save them from political Annihilation. 

It is refreshing to turn from such a violent and militant Hindu 
bias ot the President to a more pacific note which he sounds towards 
tbe end of Ijh elaborate Address. In fact he touches the emt of 
the matter in his concluding remarks and makes some very wise obser 
valions regarding the social and mural conditions of the people and 
tbe prospccls of iheir political development, lie says.— • # 

Self-govommrnl. such n* obtains in British Colonies, is a noble ideal, and we 
are fjcrfvcilv ;ujlini •! in keeping that hi fore our eves ; bet is it attain¬ 
able to d:iy or to-incirrow or tier in the lifetime of the present genera* 

1 turn? Consider where \we stand m ihe s&Jl of civilisation, when w« 
have only 4 women nnd 18 men pur thousand who are lilciau ; when 
iherr ore millions, nfour cnimtrym^l whom we look upon as ''untouch¬ 
ables when we List obont a hunored thoiisaril syiaows of less inpn 
hvo ytuirs, and task* rules null lorbul sea voyjgt, ind Mr. llasu'a 
Special Maniage Hill is condemned as a dangerous innovation wlirn ; 
many 11 ndm du n A sufficiently realise iht f.ici that there are 
dj) million MahomeJnus whose interest and feqltogv have to \< cared 
for and the Mahumcdnn$ are equally oblivion? of the interest, and 
fedmgs of 240 million Hindus- when this is the condidon to Winch 
we have been hioughi by centuries of deca&and dmadotiwi, to ulh 
of a national government foi India to-df v in lo make curatives the 
laugl ti g slock of the civilised world Agitate lor political right* by 
all means, but doi not forget that the tree salvation of India lb in th£ 
amelioration of ib social and moral condiUons, 

Let us trust that these truly wise words will be taken to beast 
and these noble sentiments will be translated into action, ft is not 
so much wh.it the Congressmen talk during tree stennuous days that 
matters, but what they do during the three hundred and auty»txfe 
days that follow. It is by that alone that we shall Judge them. 

?*> 


Whin Grover Cleveland's little girl was quite young, her 
fkther once telephoned to tbe White House from Cracagp and 
asked Mrs. Cleveland to bring the child to* the 'phone, 

Lifting the little one up to the mstrunffent, Mrs. Cleveland 
watched her expression change from bewilderment to' wonder odd 
then to fear. It was surely her tethers voice* yet she looked it the* 
telephone incredulously. V) * { 

After e**«WDg the tiny openfaf in tbfl recwvw, tha litrie gid ’ 
bunt into tan. '7 ' 

"Oh, mamma," itaiobbm}, "tour can at gft papa. 
out of that litUe hole ? ‘ J, 


vji „ 
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The Persian Crisis. 
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. News of the Week. 

Ir is learned from Russian official sources that while the 
Russian Government is desirous of * withdrawing <ts troops as 
aoon as possible, no pledge for immediate evacuation will be 
given On compliance with the Ultimatum. No action has vet 
been taken regarding Mr. Shuster’s position. 

Telegrams from St. Petersburg show that the fighting at Tabn ■ 
on the 2 1 st instant, was very severe, the Fidais attacking from 
tne roofs and in the streets. The Russians repulsed a formidable 
attack at Bagitcheina' with artillery. The Russian colony took 
refuge in the Consulate until reinforcements arrived. Thee the 
artillery began a bombardment of the citadel, where the Fidais had 
mostly gathered. Russian corpses were horribly mutilated by 
Fidaa. Reuter Learns that, after the fighting at Tabriz, Urn 
Russians occupied ail the Government offices and the telegraph 
station. The bombardment demolished many private buildings, 
and fifty Persians wero killed. The Russians have occupied the 
police and telegraph offices at Resht, where a number of Govern¬ 
ment official* have been killed. Reuter wires from Si Petersburg 
After ministerial consultation, the Viceroy of the Cau< asus has been 
ordered to send the largest possible reinforcements to Tabriz The 
Nvwye V remya quotes the Director of the Persian Department 
of the Foreign Office as saying that Russia will take justice into 
her own hands in Tabriz, Resht and Enzeli, and will show no 
mercy to the Revolutionary dregs 'bedding Russian blood Reuter 
wires trom Teheran —The Vicc-Governoi of Teheran estimates 
that five hundred Persians have already been killed He declares 
that Russians ignore overtures for the cessation of hostilities and 
are butchering women and children. 

Thu Persian Charge d'Affaires called al the Foreign Office, 
St Petersburg, on the a and instant and notified M, Sazonoff of 
Persia's acceptance of all the demands contained in the Russian 
ultimatum. With the approval uf the Cabinet, the Regent has 
dissolved the Mejliss Government has definitely accepted the 
Russian ultimatum The Russian Minister has signified his accept¬ 
ance of the Persian reply 

Reuter wires from Teheran:—The Cabinet ha i notified 
Mr. Shusttr of his dismissal. 

Following 011 hn recent dismissal, Mr. Shuster lias notified the 
Government of his willingness to hand over his office wnen his 
successor has been nominated. 

Reuter wires from St. PetersburgShoofrri still continues 
t at Tahnz 

( Reuter wires from Teheran 'Telegrams from the Vice-Gover¬ 

nor of Tabriz represent the situation os appalling. He says.— '* 1 
swear before God that innucfcnt .women and chldrcn ore being 
butchered in cold blood, t ye hundred Persian*. have already been 
killed. The Ark, the most apcier.t and finest edifice in Persia has 
been totally destroyed. 

The situation at ShirAz is most serious. 

1 Reuter wires from St,’ Petersburg ;—Tjhe Consul-General at 
1 Tabriz declares that the Russian troops treated the peaceful m- 
t habitants with humanity,* and this notwiths r anding astrucities 
' committed by the Fidais on the Russian wounded and the mutilation 
iof the killed. 

\ Hc further says that Russian troop* rescued and stiHtfercd women 
hod children from the bombarded houses. A hundred Russians 
ware either killed or severely wounded in the fighting 

Roster wires from St Petersburg :—A telegram from Russian 
Juft* states that three rifle regiments, three sotmas of Cossacks and 
two mountain batteries are leaving fur Tabriz. 

It is reported from Shiraz that the Persian road guards fired 
* on Indian sowars as they were pioceeding to meet the British 
CAuul One sowar was killed. 

Reuter learns that the Persian reply to the Russian ultimatum 
atates that in view of her strong desire for cordial relations with Great 
Britain and Russia, Persia will be careful in torture that her appoint- 
mem of Foreign officers will not be made m a way likely to injure 
the lawful interests of those two Governments and that she win con- 
* Suit the Legations beforehand. 

Rtfuter wires from St. Petenbuigh that h is announced 
!j£at at the Persian Government is powerless to punish the 
of the Anti-Ruauan outbreaks in Tabriz, Resht and 

_, the Russian Government hat directed the Russian common- 

l txvtake the severest repressive measures, which' are to include 
and trial by Coutt Martial of fhe-Pemns, disarmament 


/ 



of the Fidais and other troublesome native elements and the deStruc- J 
tioo of places where insistence might bn offered. - 

Reuter wires from TeheranA further attack has been made 
on Indian sowars, this time near Kazeroon. Two sowars were 
killed. 

Mr. Smart, British Consul it Shiraz, was travelling thither from 
Bushin with an escort or sowars when the party was attacked b y 
Kishgai Road Guards near Kazeroon. A severe fight ensued in which 
one sowar was killed and three wounded. Mr. Smart is missing. 
His wounded hone was recovered. The escort fought its way to 
Kazeroon. 


Reuter wires from Teheran that the sowars who were recently 
twice attacked numbered ioo, and their losses are now stated 
to be two killed and seven wounded, while two others are 
missing They are now holding a position at Kazenui and 159 
sowars under the command of Colonel Dough las are hurrying lb 
reinforce them. Consul Smart was left behind when the escort 
retreated, and is now reported to be lying wounded in a caravanserai 
eight miles from k&zerun. 


Under the auspices of the Bombay Moslem League an impor¬ 
tant public meeting of Muhammadans, attended by represen¬ 
tatives uf the Hindus, was held at Poona to protest against 
the aggression of the Russians in Persia and of Italy in Turkey 
and to request the British Government to extend a helping hand 
to Moslem countries struggling to maintain their indepenaance. H. 
H. the Aga Khan, President of the League, occupied the chair 
The speakers included the H011. Sir R, Bhand&rkar and Professor 
Pranjpe 

A telegram to the Times from Teheran states Lhat details from 
Kazcrun show lhat the attack on the Indian sowars was preconceived 
and cauied out by seven hundred tribesmen Infantry from Jask, 
and all available ships, are reported to have been ordered to Bushite. 
The South appears to be up. It is thought that a British punitive 
expedition is likely. 


li . 

tu 


Speculations on the Crisis. 

(From the “Times” Corkesi'ONDknt.) 

Teheran, December 6 . 

Thkkr is much diplomatic discussion on the situation which 
will be produced by the arrival of the Russian force and on the 
manner in which it should be handled. I have. reason to believe 
that Russia expects her demands to be conceded and has not deter¬ 
mined in advance on a definite course in case of a refusal. So long 
as the Mejliss sits and remains obdurate, the situation ii one of 
stalemate. Mr. Shuster, though he is ready to go on she slightest 
suggestion From the Tdejliss, appears determined to remain in view 
of die decision of the Mejliss, and 11 to wait for the bayonets.* 
Russia will probahly be foteed to tAke over the administration and 
to disband the Mejliss. If she takes over the administration, she 
has clearly a right to expel Mr Shuster, in which case tip American 
Government could probably offer no objection. If, however, she 
does not undertake responsibilities for the Government of the country, 
the expulsion of Mr Shuster would constitute a violation of hit 
contract, upon which l understand the United States would look 
askance 

On the other hand, Russia's assumption of the administration 
would raise a delicate and difficult question with her partner Great 
Britaih, since Russia would thus become responsible for the 
Central Government of all Persia The entente , to be pre¬ 
served, must be put on a new basis, and the two rower* 
must establish either a dual conLrol or separate protectorates. 
There is a good deal of loose talk about moving the 
Central Government to Ispahan and leaving Russia in possession of 
the North. This i9 probably impracticable, for the Russian sphere 
actually touches Ispahan. The Mejliss, it is generally believed, must 
disappear, as unless Mr. Shuster remains, it is quite impossible that 
the two Powers can come to any terms with that very stubborn body. 

The whole situation has elements of tragedy. Mr. fluster has 
throughout expressed his opiniod that Persia can only exist by 
having a definite understanding with Great Britain and Russia, 
that the initial mistake lay in drafting the Anglo-Ruuian Convention 
without reference to Persia. If a new Convention were devised to 
which Persia could assent, he would loyally act within it. A proposal 
of this kind was actually on toot some weeks ago, and commended* 
itself to the Recent and to the British and Russian Ministers 
here, but the precipitate action of St. Petersburgiuade its fulfilment 
impossible, Both Legations fully recognized the advantage of 





570 


30th December. 


' The Comrade. 


haring a holiness man to deal witil one who. wh'le commanding 
the confidence or the Persians, would carry out Persia’s undertakings 
in the spirit sad in the letter. Previous experiments with financial 
advisers have been failures owing to Persian obstruction, as they 
were believed to be the instruments of foreign Powers; and diplo¬ 
matists herejecognue, that the advisers appointed under Article II. 
of Ibe Russian ultimatum must suffer the same fate, unless they are 
actually supported by the strength of both Powers, as English officials 
have been supported by England in Egypt. A protectorate is, 

, therefore, considered inevitable. 

Meanwhile, there seems no reason (except fear for his own life) 
why Muhammad Ali, profiting by the confusion, should not come to 
Teneran. ^ 

Some uncertainty appears to exist regarding the position of 
Great Britain with reference to the Russian ultimatum. The first 
artiple, after demanding the dismissals of Mr. Shuster and Mr. 
Lecofte, requires the “ execution of Article a of these demands in 
respect of the position of the persons whom Mr. Shuster has taken 
into the Persian service"—meaning, presumably, the remainder of the 
American Commission. The following is an exact translation of the 
demand of Article a:— 11 An undertaking from the Persian Government 
to invite foreign subjects into the Persian service only after first 
obtaining the consent of Russia and England. 

1 learn that Great Britain offers no criticism on Articles i and 
a. Her recent representations in St. Petersburg relate solely to 
Article 3, requiring an indemnity. 

A few Russian soldiers have already arrived, but merely as an 
rfXiiipn to the Legation guards. The first portion of the main 
force reached Kazvin to-day and will probaly halt there a few days. 
Buropean feeling here is that Persia will be ill-advised to attempt 
resistance, but telegrams pour in from all the provincial towns 
urging the Government to fight and offering men. A similar telegram 
haa been received from the Persian community in Bombay. 

Unfortunately, there is no one capable of persuading either the 
Government or the Mejliss to attach importance to the assurances 
which Russia offers to Europe. The Armenian leaders and all the 
Persians identified with the Constitution consider that their own 
Bvfie will be forfeit should the ex-Shah return. The Armenians fear 
the same foie under any form of Government which Russia might 
establish here. Hence, the danger of an actual collision with 
the Russian troops. 

Diplomatic relations remain unbroken, though something much 
resembling a state of war exists 

Vosuk-ed-Dowleh has resumed office. The excitement has 
increased, but complete order prevails and no reactionaries have 
been molested since Sunday. The feeling to-day is specially directed 
■ against Great Britain. Mollahs in the Mosque of Sipah Salar accu- 
■' atd Great Britain of hypocrisy in declaring her neutrality, since 
, Russia would never have acted unless she had beti. <?uie of English 
’ support 

The boycott hAB extended to the provinces and a boycott 
of English merchandise has begun at Ispahan and Shiraz. In the 
httter town it is said that they refuse to sell firewood to the English. 

The following telegram has been received from the Persian 
Women’s Society:— 

Teheran, Dec, 5, ign, 10-45 A - M - 

To Women’s Suffragist Committee London.—The Russian 
Government by an ultimatum demands us to surrender to her our in- 
1 dependence; ihe ears of the men of Europe arc deaf to our cries, 
; could you women not come 10 cur help ? 

In reply, the Woanen'rf Social and Political Union has telegra- 
4 pbed the following menage.-- 

Bodr-ud-Doja, Persian Women's Society, Teheran;—Your touch¬ 
ing appeal received. Unhappily, we cannot move British Govern- 
ment to give political freedom even to us, their own countrywomen. 
We are equally powerless to influence their action Awards Persia. 
Our hearts deeply moved by sympathy with Persian sisters and 
admiration for tueir militant patriotic deeds.—P \nkhurst Pethick 
Lawrence. 


V Debate in the Lords. ^ 

\ (Thursday, Drc.;^^//) 

by L o rd Curzon. f 

Earl cordon of TTZdlxstoi^ m rising to call attention to the 
Ctatg of affairs in Persia, to inquire as to the policy of His Majesty's 
Government, and to move for papers, saidMy lords, I am sorry 
ttyd the noble marquis die Leader of the Opposition is not present 
to-day- He had intended to take part in this discussion, but is 
prevented by circumstances with which your lordahips are familiar 
and Which you all deplore. My object in riling is to cell attention 
to the State of affairs in Persia. It is a very anxious and critical 
situation, and one that, is calculated to cause serious apprehension 


in the minds of those who have a regard for Persian independence, 
end who would like to see that country, once so powerful and mighty, 
its place again among the nations of the world. I hope to 
obtain some statement of the policy of His Majesty’s Government 
from the noble viscount I have, I need hardly say, no indictment 
to frame against His Majesty's Government. 1 hrfte not that desire, 
and even if I bad, I have not the material for doing so. What 
I want in the main is to ascertain from the highest quarters what that 
policy ia I am not clear that His Majesty's Government have a 
thought-out policy or that they know precisely in what direction 
they are going. My first object, therefore, is to enable the noble 
viscount, if he desires to do so, to take this opportunity of giving 
us explanations end information about points that are aapresent 
obscure. My next object is to point out certain developments in 
the present situation which, unless they are foreseen ana guarded 
ogaist, will lead to a position extremely daugerons both to Persia 
and to ourselves. * 

I have a sort of suspicion from what one reads that we are 
drifting in to dark and perilous paths in our Persian policy, and it may 
even happen that Persian independence will vanish while we are dis¬ 
cussing by what methods it may best be maintained. I include in 
my question a motion for papers. I believe that the last papers 
presented to Parliament were contained in the White Paper, Persia, 
No. i, 1911. That carries the narrative of events up to December, 
1910, or nearly a year ago. I do not desire to press the noble 
viscount on the matter, but need hardly say that if tne Secretary of 
State should find it possible to lay papers defiling with what has 
happened since then, it would be a source of satisfaction to those 
who are interested in the matter in both Houses of Parliament, I 
propose to confine myself to recent events and not to trouble you: 
with anything in the qature of a retrospect. That would be tedious 
and net necessary for The present situation. 


The only incident in the past, and that a very recent past, t<5 
which I need refer is the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Agreement 
in 1907. As we have often been informed, that was a great and 
momentous event in the history of Asia. It was the starting point, 
if not the direct cause, of the greater part of what has since hap¬ 
pened in Persia, and 1 expect that its consequences will be found to 
be greater and greater as time goes on. As your lordships will re 
member very well, that Agreement related not to Persia only but to 
all those various spheres in which Bntish and Russian interests came 
in contact with each other over the entire surface of As’a, and as 
such that agreement has been one of the two main pillars of British 
foreign policy during the last six years, the other of course, being 
the entente with France in Europe. Over and ovei again His Majes- t 
ty*s Government have congratulated themselves and the country 
upon the salutary effects of this Agreement—its effects upon the peace 
of Asia, upon the security of our Indian frontier, upon th#» finances 
of India, and, most of all, upon the relations between these ♦wo 
Great Powers. I do not demur to these self-congratulations l 
think, so far as I have any right to giw* an opinion, that on the 
whole they have been well deserved Certainly, I should Ifc the . 
last to wish to see any reversion to the unhappy state of affairs, 
the bickerings And squahblmg and suspicion, the frontier incidents 
by over-zealous officials, that used ,io happen between the two 
Powers, *hot only in Persia but ih other parts of Asia, before that 
date. 


But in one respect I still differ proftfandly from I do not say the 
policy but the contents of that Agreement. I remember that the 
noble viscount, in a debate on this matter three and a half yeats ago, 
said that in his opinion the Persian part Af the Anglo-Russian Agree 
ment was its most Admirable part. I held^then, and am afraid tfax 
1 hold still, that it is the least admirable and worst part, and yarroiy 
as I sympathised with the inclusion of PersiaSn the terms of that 
Agreement—and I may remark in passing that it was pan Of the 
policy and intention of the Lord Salisbury, had he remained 
in power, to come to such an Agreement himself—I held that it 
was a one-sided bargain, unequal and inequitable in its effect on 
Bntish interest* in Persia. I have not altered these views, tutd am 
afraid that there has been a good deal of confirmation fot them 
in recent events, flf you compare the position of Persm now with , 
what it was before the Agreement was signed, I am afraid there is no * 
doubt that it is incontestably worse. I am not going to be so unjust ^ * 
as to suggest that this is the consequence of the Anglo-Rusaiaa } 
Agreement. What I say is this: that that Agreement has not arrested f 
the decline of Persia, in some respects it has actually accelerated it, <* 
and at this moment we are confronted with the imminent danger \ 
that under the shadow and shelter of that Agreement' there may be | 
consummated the very effect which it was the main object of*the j 
Agreement tdevoid. , 


I believe the Agreement has been the means of removing V 
much misunderstanding between Russia and ourselves m Persia. f 
Ministers have frequently told us that since the Agreement, there has t 
been a warmer understanding between the two Powers, that quureb 1 
have been avoided, and that the occupation of nkrts if Pentia bft i 
Russia haa been avoided But tfhof I submit xsthivihot tbejdit £ 
played by Portia in the Agreement Is also of vital ; tW $ 

1 V'», * ** ,v ‘ 
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I advantages of the Agreement would be dearly purchased if while we 
^ and Russia were complimenting each other on the degree of har- 
M * mony that existed between them, Persian independence is allowed to 
be impaired and Persian prosperity is found to have been brought 
t to ruin, 1 am^ure the authors of the Agreement would themselves 
, admit that theaAgreement was concluded not merely with the excel¬ 
lent and unselfish abject of relieving the strain on our resources and 
on our respective frontiers, but also ;n order to give Persia a fair 
> fjpld for building up again her own fortunes. Above all the Agree¬ 
ment had in view the fundamental principle of the independence 
and integrity of Persia. If we look at the present condition of aff- 

* airs, when we see the northern part of Persia in the occupation of 

^ , Russian troops and a Russian force within too miles of the capital, 

and threatening to descend on it, when we see the Persian Govem- 
J ment in a state of apparently complete disorganization, when we see 
- a deposed and banished Monarch hovenng on the frontier and 

• threatening civita'&r, above all when we read the terms of the Ulti 
: mitum presented by Russia to the Persian Government, I am afraid 

we cannot speak confidently about the maintenance of the integrity 
and independence of Persia, and the less we say about its prosperity 
and security the bettei. 

It may be said that these consequences have been due in large 
measure to the weakness and inexperience of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment itself and to the blunders of its Ministers and to the bad advice 
under which they have acted. 1 daresay there is a good deal of truth 
in that, I think the Persian Government have made =.oine senous 
mistakes. I think they were guilty of a grave error in refusing the 
Assistance of Anglo-Indian officers to re-organize the Gendarmerie in 
» the south. It may be thejr officers have been sometimes tactless 

jma ill-advised and it mAy be that in their relation with the Russian 
Government they may have shown insufficient regard for the suscep¬ 
tibilities And dominant influence of that GreAt Power. That may be ; 
1 do not know that it is. Rut if it be true I do not doubt there is 
B a good deal to be said also on Lhe other side (Hear, hear) I doubt 
very much whether the attempt of Persia to build up a Constitutional 
Government for herself has received any overwhelming marks of 
sympathy or encouragement from Russian subjects m Persia 

What wc have tu deal wiih, however, is the situation now tunic 
iu There have been, as we know two Ultimatums. In regard to the 
If first, His Majesty's Government advised compliance on the part of 
/ the Persian Government. ’ So far as l know Lhe facts, 1 think that 
julvice, although unpalatable to the Persian Government, was probably 
wise, and I do not desire to criticize it. Vut only a few c1a/s later, 
when lhe difficulty appeared to have been satisfactorily concluded, 

/ we lead ul the second Ultimatum which a as presented to Persia 
by Russia, f The cause of the second Ultimatum is stated to have 
been the action of Mr Shuster, the Ameriran Treasure-General 
to the Peisiau Government, in circulating Hi Persia a document 
drawn up by him and which was published in ' r he Times in this 
country, conlainmg strong and unpleasant remarks about the policy 
of Russia in Persia, and also, 1 may add, about ourvdves. 1 do not 
know^f this document was officially issued either by Mr Shuster or 
* the Persian Government to the Press in that country ft has been 
denied that it was. I 1 it was so Circulated t was a foolish and 
provocative act I think thftre*is evidence to uhow dial Mr. Shuster, 
who is a fearless and independent fnan, and a ho, J believe, acted 
throughout with a single and disinferered desire Lo do h<s duty to 
the Governmentwas scffvinir, has exhibited an unfortunate lack 
of acquaintance with diplomatic usage and diplomatic language on 
occassion, and has sometimes been impulsive an J unwise. Bat was 
the aitiun of Mr. Shuster, emulating the pamphlet, siqqiOFing it 
10 be true, really a sufficient excuse for the aimed occupation of 
0 Rdhia by a foreign Power ?* Was not the i.econd Ultimatum, follow 
ingjmmcliately on ttfc satisfaction of the first, lathei 9 harsh measure? 
Was not the term of 48 hours’ grace a very brief perud to give to 
A weak and helpless Power ? Were not the whole of th proceed- 
jqga of a rather peremptory and precipitate character? 

Now as to mir degree of responsibility. One of the main 
feature#bf the Ultimatum waa a demand that involved future action 
to the British Legation at Teheran. that was, of course, the Bm.sh 
^Government. I Now, His Majesty’s Government cannot wash their 
/bands of responsibility for this Ultimatum, for we were told by the 
/f Wader-Secretary in another place two days ago that the Ultimatum 
! 7 w shown to our Foreign Office before it was sent, and that they 
14 f Expressed the opinion, in reply, that we could not object to the 
w t 0 e n igpd& respecting Mr. Shuster, to which 1 do not further allude, 
to to the demand regarding the appointment of foreign advisers. 
t'lWioWr in giving the answer we assumed joint responsibility/or 
* the Ummatiun,because we participated in the demands Wc did 
' utk present it, but we certainly associated ourselves widTTT, and we 
hm since confirmed our policy of association by advising the 
, paajkfrCovtoninenl to accept. The only point about which we 
' - .appear to have made any protest, so Car as I know, was that we 
ViSdo representations to Russia about the very harsh condition that 
BettiA should P*y ^ expend of the invasion. 1 how the Govern- 
^ af Persia will not be called Upon m her impotesihed condition 
/fiStyftodiit (Hear, hear.) • ' 


/ - 

/. 


What have been the consequences of this Ultimatum ? The / 
have been what I think might have been expected. The Persian 
Government which is inspired by a very strong national feeling, and 
which has behind it, as far a* I can judge, the support of the great 
centres of population and all sections of the community, declined 
to yield. They felt that a serious blow was being dealt At their 
independence, and I am afraid it is nor a very consoling thing to 
us to read in the newspapers that the agitation which is now going 
on in Persia is especially directed^not at the threatening or invading 
Power, but at Great Britain. flVhile Russia has issued the Ultimatum 
we seem to have incurred the odium. I cannot think that this testfles 
to a very happy diplomacy It throws rather a lurid light upon the 
halcyon days we were led to expect when we made the Russian Agree¬ 
ment. (Hear, hear) But there is really much more at stake than the 
incidents of the passing crisis. I want your lordships to consider 
for a moment the terms of the particular demand in the Ultimatum 
that in future the Persian Government is to appoint no foreign 
officials without the consent of the British and Russian Governments. 

When His Majesty’s Government assented to this demand, I wonder 
if they realized what it meant ? Under the guise of a perfectly kiud- ^ 
able desire to prevent friction between Russia and ourselves, does it 
not mean a denial, or, at any rate, a senous infringement of Persian 
Sovereignty ? Can it be contended that a Government which is qot 
at liberty to apoint its Civil servants without the consent of Olhet 
Powers is really an independent Government ? I wonder if there is an 
independent Government in the world on whom such an embargo 
has ever been placed ? Can we reconcile this with the terms and the 
protestations of the Anglo-Russian Agreement? If His Majesty's 
Government say that Persian independence has gone, then their 
position is entirely logical. But supposing they take the position 
that Persian independence still exists, then it seems to me that to 
place these fetters upon it is really to practice the policy of self- 
deception which deceives nobody bm yoursel ves/} 

Let us see hnu this particular demand in the Ultimatum 
wid work out in practice. The Persian Government has had the 
greatest difficulty in obtaining foreign officials for its service. It has 
applied for Italians and Swedes, and 1 believe in both cases it haa 
been refused. What, then, will be the consequences ? Does it mean 
that in future only Russian officials are to be appointed in the 
Russian sphere m order la satisfy the Russians, while British officials 
only are tu he appointed in the British sphere to satisfy ourselves ? 

I am sure the noble viscount will deny tnat it has that meaning, but 
1 venture to say that m practice that will be found to be the natural 
anc inevitable consequence. Three years ago 1 based my mam 
objection to this Agreement on the ground ol the startling disparity 
in size, importance, and sigmhcance of the two spheres. The noble 
viscount is perfectly familiar with the argument. You have as the 
British sphere a small triangle of territory in the south-east comer, 
adjacent to the Indian frontier, selected solely for strategical reason^ 
deficient in commercial importance, possessed of only one consider¬ 
able city and of only one trade route. The whole of the west, north¬ 
west, noi Lb-centre, and north-east, in fact, the great bulk of the 
country, containing a large population and all its trade, is within the 
Russian sphere If Russian officials only are to be appointed where 
foreign official? are appointed in the Russian sphere? whilst only 
British officials, less perhaps, than half a dozen, are to be appointed 
in rhe Hritish sphere, you will see what a serious step you are taking 
towards the lertain and ultimate partition of Persia itself. , 

Whichever way we look at it, wc are moving, however unconscious¬ 
ly, however unwillingly, in the direction of partition. ( H«ar, hear. ) 

When the Agreement was concluded three years ago, the Secretary of 
State, when he was cliallenged with its probable consequences, was 
most particular- upon this, that it was only economic p|rtition in these 
spheres-—rhat these were to be spheres in each of winch we were not 
to contest ffie mm men ial concessions of the cither Power. So far so 
good, but now, if this is peisistcd in, you advance from economic to 
administrative partition. From administrative partition you must ^ 
nevitable go on, because these officials must exercise political influence, / 
to political partition, from political partition you must advance to 
geographical partition. By this logical and, I am afraid, inevitable 
advance you will find that you are proceeding on this depthward and 
slippery path towards the very goal which you most of all desire to 
avoid. 

I am sure 1 need not argue at any length in your lordships’ House 
the unhappy results that will ensue from any such partition. Youi 
lordships know well enough that, if you bring the Russian frontier 
down into close contact with the British frontier, you do the very 
thing which for years we have been spending money in ordt* to avoid. 

( Hear, hear ) You practically do away with the whole policy of 
buffer States. You bring your strategical frontier, which you fixed at 
Seistan, right into the heart of Persia, a frontier which can only be 
defended at the cost of a great burden on Indian finances and of an 
inevitable addition to the Indian Army. ( Hear, hear. ) I do not 
believe that there is a Biogle person in the country who desires that 
consummation. ( Hear, hear. ) lam quite certain it is repudiated 
by every member of His Majesty's Government; but what J fear is 
that, all unawares, you are moving, sliding, drifting in the direction , 
which I have described. ( Hear, hear.) _ 
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I want to say one word about the threatened occupation of 
Portia by Russian troops. We have been told in another place that 
the Russian Government have given the most categorical assurances 
of the temporary and provisional character of their occupation. 
K entirely accept,those assurances. I cannot believe that Russia can 
seriou sly want that her troops should be embarked on this campaign, 
i must utter this word of caution. Does not experience show 
us that temporary and provisional military occupations in weak 
untries by European Powers tend, by a sort of fatal law, to prolong 
jand perpetuate their own existence? We went into Egypt for the 
f!first time with an aimed force in 1882 with .the idea that our occu- 
ttoation was to be purely provisional and th*t our retirement was to be 
|sneedy. Successive Governments laid Jthfit down as a principle of 
|fieir policy for years. And there we are to-day^The chain has 
gone oiTlengthffllfng aiiil strength iemng ■e»ei BHlC^and it is one from 
which we cannot, even if we would, eaca[>e. You find an illustration 
id Persia itself at the present moment. Three or four years ago the 
Russians entered into a military occupation of the north and north¬ 
west part of the country which wax to be purely provisional and 
temporary. Yet 3,000 soldiers arc there now and have been there 
ever since. Moreover, one must remember that, however sincere 
and honourable the intentions of the Russian Government, there 
does axis? m Russia, and still more among Russian agents and 
nationals m Persia, a very strong party who openly advocate the 
partition of Persia by Russia and who are anxious for nothing more 
than that Russia should find her way down to the Persian Gulf, and 
that party will throw all the obstacles they can in the way of the 
retirement of the Russian troops. There is this further point If wc 
may judge from experience elsewhere, in it not the almost invariable 
case that when an army of occupation is withdrawn it seldom 
withdraws without exacting some very substantial quid pro quo from 
the country whose territories it has occupied and which it will not 
evacuate without consideration ? I hope my argument 1ms been 
clear in bringing us to the point that it is extremely desirable 
that this military occupation, however provisional it is intended to 
be* should not take place at all. 

— T he danger is not limited merely to the military occupation. 
This morning I read a telegram from The Timc\ C01 respondent at 
Terehan commenting on the situation He say, —“ Russia will 
probably be forced to tAke over the administration and to disband 
the McjlisK....This would raise a delicate and difficult question with 
her partner Great Britain, since Russia would thus Ivecume 
responsible for the central government of all Persia. The Entente, 
to be preserved, must be put on a new basis, .md the two Powers 
. must establish either a dual control or separate piotectorau s 11 My 
lords, those words are moat serious. They are most tremendously, 
almost appallingly, serious, in then diagnosis of the situation They 
imply that the (MWition in Persia is worse than anything l hive 
sketched. They appear to contemplate an assumption by Russia of 
a shore Of government in that country which is wholly incompatible 
with its independence, oi, alternatively, an assumption of respon 
nihility by us m conjunction with Russia which, I an sure, every one 
of us would be most loth to undertake, They imply ,dso that the 
Entente between Russia and ourselves ran only be maintained hy the 
sacrifice of tbn principal objects for which it is created 

In this very delicate and troubled situation, may I .suggest that 
the criterion which the British Government and the British people 
should apply in this matter should be, not merely the stability of a 
European alliance, but the good of Persia itself? 1 /iok at the posi¬ 
tion in that country. During the last four years, tnu Persian Govern¬ 
ment have had to create a Parliament, evolve a Constitution, to 
suppress rebellion; to jjeposc a tyrant, and to expel him when he 
relumed. They have paased through a long chapter of anairby and 
AMowmatioiis, they have had two Ultimatums present'd to them, 
foreign troops ore even now within striking d stance of Teheran \ In 
Ttiicsi/encmnxtHnrei^ffhereBrhes 1 thrtin|Jf J GrF(!riiJi 7 Whstv^it we 
can dp Tor Persia itself? The Government are ns anxious about this 
aa 1 am. The hope of Per* in, at this moment does not he in any 
furtherJiumiUation of that country, it does not lie in any <h vision of 
spheres or interests between Great Britain and Russia, and least of 
alt docs it lie in any forcible supressious of ihat spark of nationality 
which the wor&t mwf<*tunes and the greatest blunders of the Persian 
Government have not sufficed to extinguish U does he in common 
action between Great Britain and Rufaia. Thai is quite dear Yes, 
but it must be comnton action m which we are loyal, not merely to 
our Russian allies, but also to nur Feuiau friends. This is not the 
time to talk of stability or the continuance of the Anglo-Hussum 
Agreement We must assume (hat. It is die time to show that that 
Agreement can be made effective in the interests of Persia itself. 

I am quite sure we shall not impress them with our desire or ability 
to come to their assistance if our interpretation of the Agreement 
lr WfiWty ^hat we follow silently and meekly in the footsteps 
of our allies. By all means let us be loyal to our obtipukxis, but' 
do let us show the Persian Government and people also that we 
have a definite policy of our own, and that that policy combines 
the three features frit which we have always contented and to which 
I hope we shall still adhere—namely (1) the continued iodepen- 
dened of Persia > (v) the avoidance of partuiou m any form; (3) the 




maintenance, it may be under different conditions—became I think 
some change will probably be required—but the maintenance, so hr 
as is possible, of Constitutional Government, which, whether it be I 
good or bad at the present moment, does undoubtedly reflect the 
sentiments and aspirations of the Persian people as Mwhole, 

It is possible, nay, I think it u necessary, to joke an even wider 
view. Persia is a Mahomedan State It was once one of the great 
and powerful Mahomedan States of the world. Most of those 
countries seem to have fallen in recent years upon evil times. Ul(f- 
maturas, usually with only 48 hours' grace, rained upon them like 
hailstone from heaven. I should hJt ^p sec England hold out an • 
occasional umbrella Against this storm JBye c an not lose sight of the~ 
tf^fndous law of inler-MjtiqK^JO fcdtift *'Vqu 1 

strike at one part of it ana the sort of nervous shqck wh ich you set 
up run** through the whole frame and is vejy likely perceptible at the 
other end pf the globe. We cannot be insensible *to this wan Of 
world wide commotion. Let me give two illustrations. Two days 
ago I received a telegram of encouragement and benediction from 
Lucknow, which was once the capital of the Shia Mahom edan 
dynasty, and i*i still the centre of a great Shia Mahomedan popu¬ 
lation. They arc watching these happenings in Persia, and they ? 

wont to know wlut their Government is doing in the interests of ^ 

Persia Directly after 1 got this telegram there happened to walk » 
into my house an officer who has been serving lately upon the / 
extreme northern frontier of India among a small ShiA population, / 
with a Shia chief Whenever he went to see this chief, he was # 
informed that newspapers circulated m that part of the world, and \ 
the first question put to him was, What is Great Britain doing / 
to the Shins in Persia ? These stones are indicative and ejo- i 
quent. They show that what you are doing in Persia's interests not f ■* 
Persia alone, but the whole of your Mahomedan population in all \ 
parts of the world. There ts one thing of which I am convinced i 
that if, in your policy in Persia, however unwittingly, you appear to 1 
provide for the frittering away of Persian independence you will* 
alienate millions of Mahomedans, many of them our follow-suhjgcu 
I apologize if I have shown any emotion in dealing with tbisque$tn£i 
but it is a matter which I haye studied at first hand and winch I feel 
most deeply I do not think I have said anything with the spirit 
and essence of which the noble viscount will disagree I dare say 
I have made many criticism-, which he will not accept. But I appeal 
to him for some clear nlimation, if it tan be vouchsafed, of the 
course the tfovernment Are taking, and, above all, I ask him md the 
Secretary ol Slate for Foreign Affairs to use the weight, power, and 
the enormous influence of Circa: Britain in Asia to resuscitate and 
not 10 extinguish the poor, ihc flickering light of Persian indepen¬ 
dence. (Choir*) 

Lord Morley'a Reply . * ? 

Viscount Morusy qv Buckhurn, who was indistinctly 
hexrd, said —l am well aware: that thnrc is no member or this 
House who can speak upon Persia with such knowledge fc and 
expouence of all tnat hangs upou the situation in Persia as the noble r 
Earl. He is quite righl when he expects that I shall find little fjmj] 
or I may say none, with the spirit And gssrncc of what he said. AL 
he has laid about the influenq? 6f any of our transactions in Persia 
upon out Mahomedan subjects in India and elsewhere is of thej 
highest importance. His Majesty's Govyr.ment is fully alive to that« 
and that is one of the guiduig elements in their considerations^ Then 
the noble earl offered some criticisms which were perfectly lawful, 
but I am not perfectly sure that they were well founded. But he was 
perfectly right, and he did us in the Government no more tlian 
justice when he sa4d that he helieved that the good of the people 
of Persia arid the stability of the Government of* Persia with which 
the good of the people was involved, are as much at heart with tu 
as they ore with himself. It would be a great wrong il we were to 
buy the stability of the Angio-Russian Convention at the price of the 
unhappiness and the confusion and sterilization of all reform and 
progress in Persia. The noble earl does us no more than justice 
when he relieves us of any rh&ige of that kind. 

In a great deal of what he said the noble earl painted a lurid 
picture of possibilities that may come as the result of the present 
situation m Persia—from the policy of Russia on the one hand and 
ourselves on the other in regard to it. I am sure that the noble earl * 
knows as well as any of us that all the mischiefs and difficulties t&t 
confront us today in Persia really do not come out of' the Anglo* 

Russian Convention, Ha knows well that they spring' from the it** 
tore of the case Now what was the case ? The experiment of 
Constitutional Government was tried in Persia, and eyerybody^even ’ 
those who ore must sceptical as to Constitutional Government#- 
working well in Oriental countries, felt that here at Ml events* in a f 
community like that of Persia, there was a good chancer Bet tel me 
point out to your lordship* and so those outside wbp ip fulktbd 
naturally full, of uneasiness and misgiving s the tmniwdtions wfcjph* \ 
the noble earl has described* foot all those difficuMp are not ' 1 

to the action of Russia. They agfe bom the natureof the expert- .O 

mem that was being tried You could *oi aspect that the m , 

Government should make I start in a turn end oj pto to ■;; > 
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without being exposed to a great number or difficulties. And the 
0 diflunilties—Mr. Shuster, for example—have not been merely diffi¬ 

culties with Russia, not merely excited the resentment of Russia, 
but they were difficulties connected with the working of the Persian 
Parliament The Regent has found himself repeatedly face to face 
with enormous Parliamentary difficulties He found himself unable 
to have a Cabinet capable of any constructive work whatever, some- 
> tipies even unable to get a Cabinet of any sort. His position was 
constantly one of severe tension with the Mejliss whose Minister he 
'Was or professed to be. 

New systems foundewkn new and free principles are all 
exposed to the risk of\xtreme men who, whether they 
are Mahamed&n or Christian ^ are carried away by a 
foolish logic and want to carry out the principles on which the 
new system was first started to all sorts of logical conclusions 
without any regard whatever Lo qualifying conditions and cir- 
rum stances. Let me point Lhis out to ihosc who are jealous 
and resentful of the interference of Russia. All the inherent 
^ difficulties of carrying on the work of new government in IVisia 
< would be a thousandfold increased, multiplied, and aggravated if 
there was active hostility on the part of Russia The noble earl 
sketched the other day what he would do Tf he were a Person 
Minister I am certain that what he would do it he were Persian 
Friine Minister would be to say to his Cabinet, “Of course we 
must do the best we can to maintain smooth relation*' with Russia 
in the north and with England in the south ” Every member of 
your lordships' Hou«ic will see that that would be the first maxim of 
a Minister carrying on a nf*w system in Persia It would be mad¬ 
ness to set up what some idealists in this country seem lo think 
possible—a system which would ignore the ejflsLence of Russia and 
the. existence of England. 


• 

The noble earl has not dwelL so much on the Shuster line of 
action a*. I thought perhaps he might have done Mr. Shuster, 
everybody now knows, is a man whose zeal, whose ability, and whose 
single-mindedness is beyond dispute Rut the noble carl will agree 
that he has shown a considerable want of tart and that he has done 
what I venture to say no Persian Prime Minister ought to dn—he 
has ignored altogether the position and indisputable claim of Persia’s 
two great neighbours. He has admitted that he lias had every 
handicap by want of knowledge of the language, llie habile, and the 
feelings of the people of Persia. That, of course, is a Ire .lendous 
difficulty and naturally ought to have made him very slow and 
caution* The noble earl referred to the letters of Mr Shuster and 
here he assumed that Mr. SbuMur was not responsible for their cir¬ 
culation. He las not quite mastered the cuuiinstances. Mr. 
Shuster wrote, as we all know, b long, elaborate vindication to the 
Timet throwing gr^at obloquy upon Russia and s^mc upon ourselves. 
He then lmd the communication translated into Persian and gave 
it to a lew Persian friends who asked him if he had upy objection to 
publishing it. He replied, “ What did I send it to the Twnc\ for 
* except fn» publication?” the House remember that Mr Shuster 
was a Peisian official, and is it to b** denied that Russia had seriou3 
ground of complaint where she found a Ter^m official throwing 
'obloquy bioad-cast-—the official nf one Government inveighing against 
the officials uf another? Sir # Edwaid Grey warned Mr Shuster what 
would follow Thi* communication was sent to the linti'h Mmister 
at Teheran before the Foreign Secretary here heard of this emula¬ 
tion and before Russia had said i word about it. On 6th November 
Sir Edward Grey said.—“ The*Russion Government are sure In be 
annoyed by the appointment of Mr. I<ecoflre. and it is not unlikHy 
* that they will defend theii* interests by encicctit measures, winch 
nyght*eveu go so # far as an occupation of Vor+h-rn Persia You 
should advise Klmster most strongly t" do all mi his p)wer to con¬ 
ciliate the Russian legation, and point out the probable result of 
. continued provocation on his part. He should be made to under¬ 
stand clearly that the Russian Government have it in thesr power to 
employ means which would seriously impede the discharge of his 
duttfcsftnd which it would be impossible for him to withstand. He 
must be made to see that the Russians are sure to take measures for 
the protection of their own interests if administrative posts m their 
qiheic are filled by British subjects, and that his Majesty's Oovem- 
* Bent cannot deprecate such measures, as it would be contrary to the 
spirit Of the Agreement of 1907. His Majesty's Government are 
obliged to avoid any displacement of Ruasion influence by British in 
' the north, and the Russians are gaining the impression that under 
cover of Shuster’s administration this is being done." If you set any 
talup on the Anplo-Russian Convention it is quite natural that a 
jffi&ilter hew, desirous to observe that Convention both in spirit and 
' * letter, and valuing it highly, should make thatTcommunication 10 Mr. 
Sbqater, and it shows that our view—the Foreign Secretary's view— 
the' situation at that moment was thoroughly justified by the facts. 



I will answer one or two of the points of the noble earl and state 
‘ plainly where hia Majesty's Government stand in th$ae matters today, 
-ll# AngjoKusrian Convention ns improved the pacific prospects in 
Persia. In framing the Convention n» pne hasSupposed and none 
'of its framers intended the suppression and exclusion of Russia from 
Northern Peon. Von could not expel Ruisip from Northern Peftia. 0 


In what sense could it be pretended that our action in Persia, would 
have been more effectual if there had been no Convention ? The 
independence of Persia would have been in far greater peril if there had 
been no Anglo-Russian Agreement Some seem to assume that 
Great Britain is quite free to take an effective part, even n military 
part. I wonder what they would think il a military expedition from 
India to Teheran was decided upon from a mistaken policy. Sup¬ 
pose that they were to say that it was our duty to take responsibi¬ 
lity for Persian Government, I cannot imagine anything less advan¬ 
tageous either to Persia or, certainly, ourselves. In what sense can 
it be pretended that our influence with Persia would have been 
more effectual if we hod not had the Convention ? Suppose we 
had come forward, suppose we did now, as the champion of the 
unconditional independence of Persia as a sovereign State This 
would have led to an amount of direct responsibility which would be 
enormous, and we should be responsible for everything that goes on. 
If you do this you make yourself responsible for the military adminis¬ 
tration of Persia, a thing winch I do not think anybody in England 
would favour. 

What do the Russian Government say ? Their object is to estab¬ 
lish peace and normal relations with the Persian Government and 
the removal of nil elements of discord. To this end the Russian 
Government propose to make certain further proposals with which 
we are not acquainted. 

Earl Curzon ■ Is this the statement of the Russian Govern¬ 
ment ? 

Viscount Moklev ; No, not exactly. It is practically a de¬ 
claration of their undertaking. That is what it comes to. It is not 
their absolute wording The Russian Government assures us that it 
has no aim that would violate the integrity and independence of 
Persia. It assures us categorically, and desires to place on record 
that such military measures as it has taken in Persian territory are of 
a purely provisional nature, and it has no intention whatever of in¬ 
fringing the principles of the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907 as 
to Persia. That is u very important assurance, and justifies us under 
all the circumstances m framing our policy on the assumption that 
that was theirs As to the indemnity, it is plain thAt the exaction of 
an indemnity, whether sooner or later, would inevitably tend to de¬ 
prive Persia of those very means and resources that would enable 
her to carry out the reforms which we all m England hope to see 
accomplished. The hope of his Majesty’s Government is that the 
Russian Government, alter this crisis is over, will find some way of" 
avoiding difficulties as they arise. 

With regard to the ex-Shah,-uiir policy is definite and unalterable. 
Whatever intrigues may have gone on between the ex-Shah and the 
subordinate agents of the Russian Government, they do not affect 
the desire, the intention, of the Russian Government not to support 
the cx Shah il he should attempt to return to his Throne, and we for 
our own part have warned the Russian Government that it would be 
impossible foi us under any circumstances whatever Lo recognize the 
ex-Shah. 

The first principle of our policy is that we should maintain the 
spirit and lettci of the Anglo Russian Convention ; thewecond is that 
we should lose no opportunity by advice or benevolent mediation to 
ease the situation for the Persian Government; and the third is that 
if a c can nssist by legitimate means the Persian Government Lo meet 
their financial ne' j d we should not interpose any unreasonable obstacle. 
If aU these* th ngs are taken into account, and they fan get 
over the present acute crisis, and if Russia and England do not part 
comjMiny and the spirit of the Agreement is maintained, we have 
good reason tnr^hoping arid believing that before vety long we shall 
see a solution ot a situation which is at present fulfof difficulty, but 
which is not altogether hopeless 


Other Speeches 7 ~ 

Lnrrj T_nmingtrm welcomed the statement as an assurance that 
no st 5 J 5 s would IkT taken in th£>direction of the partition of Persia, 
and thought they might sW assume that the Agreement would 
continue to be the basis of oflrpohcy. He hope d the Convention 
would be earned out iu a proper spirit, fie regarded with admiration 
the efforts made by the people of Persia to set up a new form 
of Government, and he believed that if they hod bad a freer 
hand and had not been exposed to constant attacks they 
would have long since have got their affairs into smooth working order. ' 
They started on their new 1 tareer with two Great Powers < 9 h either side 4 
of them, with one of those Powers maintaining a garrison in their , 
country, without money, exposed to the plots and schemes ofther< 
ex-ruler trying to regain power, and without that sympathy and sup-'' 
port which they had a right to expect from bis Majesty's Government^ 

Earl Curzon of Kedleston asked whether any papers on tbs 
subject were available. 

Viscount Morley said there were none available for publics*- 
tion at present. • 

Earl Curzon of Kedleston said the hour and a half which 
had been devoted to the subject of Persia was well spent. The 
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, House had received from the nobler viscount a most clear and expli- 
■e® Sftd, cm the whole, an encouraging reply, covering every aspect 
W the situation. He especially took note of the seriousness and 
•wemiiity of the pledge emanati® from the Russian Government 
wnicn hod been read by the *noble viscount* That was a very 
important and a very categorical statement He could only take 
it to mean that, given favourable circumstances, the Russian troops 
#ou!d not advance to Teheran, that a Russian military occupation 
would not take place, and that both Governments would address 
themselves to composing this matter before worse things occurred. 

Viscount Morlcy interposed to say that what he had read 
was not a declaration, but an expression of the view of the Russian 
Government in practically their own language. 

Earl Curron of Kedleston said he would accept it as an 
expression of opinion and not a declaration. He was glad it con¬ 
tained something about the ex-Shah. Undoubtedly the presence of 
the ex-Shah on the frontier was a disturbing element, and nothing 
could be worse for the country than that that person should receive 
any encouragement whatever. It was the first condition of the 
independence and pacification of Persia that the ex-Shah should not 
return, and he was glad to hear that that view of the matter w^a 
taken by m the Russian Government as well as by his Majesty’s 
Government He was afraid that the noble viscount had not 
(]uiLO appreciated the steps taken with regard to the appoint¬ 
ment of officials. The noble viscount had said it had merely 
consecrated what had been the practice up to the present. If 
that were so, how had all this trouble arisen ? Hut however that 
might he, he was glad to receive from the noble viscount a repudia 
tkm of the idea that this joint consultation in future was to be 
regarded as embodying any dimin ution of the indejiendent rights 
Of the Persian Government. fRethought the troubles in Persia had 
been somewhat unfairly attributed by the noble viscount to the 
inherent difficulties of the case and to factors inside the country. 
That was true to a large extent, but it was not the whole truth The 
fact was that Persia had not received that amount of assistance in 
making her new Constitutional effort that she was entitled to from 
this country. We had given her only our sympathy, and in some 
respects not even that, while she had been actively opposed in cer¬ 
tain Quarters.J He wax glad, however, to have the admission that 
reat Britain were to co-operate not only in removing 
any serious friction between themselves, but in advancing the :n 
terests of Persia. 


suppliant to be tom from our knees; we have joined in vioUtinw * 
his rights. We save out honour by averting our eye* while m ( 
pockets are rifled at the conclusion of the process. ? 

Public opinion has not authorised the Government which octal 
in its name to follow t policy at once so mean anf weak as thfc, 7 
Sir Edward Grey cannot be wholly indifferent to the wishes 
of his countrymen, and his policy may yet be reversed U 
is worth while to show that the instinctive disgust wb&i 
every normally constituted Englishman feels at this climax or a 
disastrous course is based on reasonable grounds. It vs hardly 
necessary to show that the Anglo-Russian demands involve r 
violation of Persian sovereignty. To require the dismissal of 
Mr. Shuster because he dared to defend himself in the *7jwus 
against the scurrilous personal attacks of the Russian Press, is an 
act which any self-respecting nation would treat as an attempt at 
coercion and interference to which in the lost resow war would be 
the only possible reply. But this is not the most fundamental of 
the three demands A nation may be coerced by invasion or the 
threat of invasion into ar. isolated compliance with the will of the 
stronger Power, and yet retain its independence, subject only to 
the risk of a repetition of the aggression. But the second demand 
renders the interference noriL&l and continuous. Persia fe Id 
unluckily situated that she must employ foreigners to re-organise 
her armed fnrees and her finances. She cannot hope in any other 
way to Achieve rapid and effective reform, and on no other terms 
could she secure the loans which she requires in foreign money 
markets. Mr. Shuster’s integrity and strength of will was an 
asset which entirely satisfied the bankers. So long as Persia was 
allowed to gn to neutral and disinterested Powers for such arais- 
tancc, her independence remained intact- The new condition, 
imposed as much by Sir Edward Grey as by Russia, will henceforth 
enable them to force upon her foreign experts who will be their 
agents. It matters little whether they confine their choice to mere 
of British and Russian birth, their object manifestly is to secure 
nominees who will he the tools of their policy. They will stand 
behind these men, and Persia must unavoidably be hound to do 
their bidding. We rule in Egypt by no other means. Our agents 
give " advice'—-they hold in the civil departments no executive 
authority—but it is advice which the Egyptian Government is 
expected to accept At the Least this condition is a gross infringe¬ 
ment of Persian sovereignty, it will prohubjy amount in practice 
tu a dual control not less drastic than our single control in Egypt. 


The morion was by leave withdrawn. 
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Ill the days when the predatory instincts ol mankind were 
qualified by a tradition of chivalry, the suppliant enjoyed certain 
nghls which it Was the pride of the sLrong to respect. A wretch 
who embraced the knees of a Homeric chieftain became from that 
moment a prvttwj) whose life and cause he was bound bv honour 
to defend. H fugitive who flings himself on the me^ y of an Alba¬ 
nian dan may count upon it to espouse his interests as though they 
were its own. These are the prettv manners of savages, modern 
diplomacy has evolved its own code of honour and decent y Two 
weekB ago Persia, menaced by a Russian invasion, performed the 
conventional rites, made herself a suppliant at our doors, and 
embraced the stony knees of Downing Street. We accepted the 
flattering but responsibly position. We gave her sage, though by no 
means heroic, sdvica We recommended her to conform to Russian 
demands, which even our diplomatists cannot have thought equitable, 
and we bode htr go m sackcloth and ashes to apologise for the 
offence of being so obviously in the right Tim advice was Ml I mm) 
and the Persians in their simplicity supposed that our mfluenre would 
then be used to stay the Russian advance. If pity did not more 
us, cmf might have supposed that pride would have piomptcd us to 
aid them. They had followed otar unpalatable counsels, they had 
mode What we considered on adequate reparation to Russia. It 
seemed to follow that (Ktr prestige, if not our honour, required us 
to protect them from further exactions and aggressions. The event 
has taught them that one should ndt rashly assume that a modern 
Foreign Secretary will act with the spirit of a Homeric chief or 
* on Albanian brigand. We have done nothing to protect them, but, 
on the other hand, w» cannot be accused of mere inaction or md.ffer- 
«nce. W% have, it appears* approved of the further exactions 
of our Russian partner. He has presented three demands—the 
dismissal of Mr. Shuster, the acceptance by Persia of an Anglo- 
RUssian veto on all nominations of foreign experts, and the payment 
of an indemnity to compensate Russia for her trouble in pressing 
these demands by an armed invasion. Of these claims, the first 
two have been presented with our acquiescence, and apparently 
with our approval, and the second of them establishes for us a pvm- 
lege which we shall share with Russia. Our magnanimity is tri- 
. umphastly vindicated by the reserves which we have expressed 
annul the Russian demand for money. We have suffered the 

i ' - - - a ’ ' 


So Tar have we travelled since 1907 We cannot refrain from 
citing the despoilh in which our Minister explained to the appe- 
herswc Persian Government the meaning of the Anglo-Russian 
Convention The object of the dsjwitch was 10 assure the Persian* 
that the Convention would lead neither to intervention nor parti¬ 
tion Sir Edward Grey and M. Isvolsky, it declared, wore tn 
“ perfert ac cord,” that 11 neither of the two Powers will interfere 
in Persian affairs, unless some injury is inflicted on the property 
or persons of their subjects " No principle could be plainer than 
this, yet from first to lost no suggestion has been made that this 
occasion for intervention has arisen We nc'jd not consider whether 
Mr Shuster i\as well-advised in choosing British subordinates, or 
in attempting to levy uixes on Persian grandees, or in writing to 
the Tttyes. Nothing which he has done has touched the person or 
property of a Russian subject Nnr can “it be urged that we are no! 
our brother’s keeper Wc have, in fact, Approved the Russian inters 
vention. But if we had merely tolerated it, we should still have 
violated our ox n interpretation of the obligations which we assumed in 
the Convention. The despatch conaludfed by assuring Persia that 
the two Powers desired to “ensure her independence for ever " and K 
went on.— * • 

" Not only rfo they not seek a pretext for intervention, but Iheir aim in there 
furndly urgc>tiations n not to permit one anothrr to intervene ia ' 

on the pretext of safeguarding their own interests." 

If this sentence meant anything at all, it was intended to suggest, 
to the Persians that the Anglo Russian partnership was actuate« 
league for the protection of Persia, in which each partner would 
check the other if he were tempted unduly to intervene, jta are 
breaking our word to-day, and breaking u with a wanton complete- 
new, Russia intervenes against her own pledge, and not only do we 
permit her to do so; we actually endorse her action. We promised 
that Persia should be “for ever delivered from the fear of forekn 
intervention, 11 and that she should “enjoy complete freedom to 
manage her affairs in her own way.” Four years' later wo tent 
that we shall nominate the foreigners who ore to manage those, affairs 
in our way." The ascendancy which Sir Edward Grey has te- 
tatned over public opinion in his country, during his am ong and 1 
ilk-starred years of office rested, we haliefe, rather on bj$ ch ara cter 
than on his talents. No one has said of him that he was snbtie, • 
or adroit, or expert, or possessed of emydopfedic knowledge. But * 
on his stability, bis caution, and above all upon his honour, the f 
nation buikted. The final betrayal of Persia would opt be the i 
expression of such a character. ^ • f 

The act is not yet camplepd, and we refuse to recognise ted ' 
it is inevitable. The brief and embarrassed repUet of the ttftriNft < 
Office to questions reveal that it ts ill it eue, and Moijeyfcj t 
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o ^ >me of {{* consequences, if the act should be 
genenlly understood. It means, in moral and 
JjSjJfj??})a™8 e *P erl wps ’** 7?? 1 k ,ow ^i 6 * 1 °' jr prestige could 
Aiffer m the East. For no one thinks that we have been 6 wilfully 
J*® 0, , *' r ® a PP®* r M the weak partner #ho dares not check a power- 
J*l unscrupulous associate. It means in fresh rnounilments a 
purden at which the advocates of conscnption must secretly rejoice, 
fot tt dmwi the real boundary of India across the sandy wastes of 
* Central Persia, with Russian Cossacks confronting our Indian cavalry 
upon A vague and indefensible frontier. It contains the possibilities 
of acute disputes with Russia, to which our present pusillanimity 
makes a Sorry preface. One-third of Persia is neutral territory, and 
withm it is the greater part of the Gulf coast line. When Russia 
dominates Teheran, who is to control this no-man’s land ? Hut of 
all the consequences latent in this situation, perhaps th, w gravest >s 
the likelihood that Germany will demand the usual r.rvnpetitions. 
Russia has bought & free hand for herself at Potsd *m. Hut we 
have not yet paid the usual toll. This remote Aviauc question may 
become, at any moment, a European problem, and if rhat should hap 
pen, we may find that Turkey, the neighbour of Persia and Egypt, will 
be deeply interested in the resulting 11 conversations " The Persians, 
indeed, are impotent to resent our share in strangling their national 
existence, at its birth, and it will not be from motives v\ chivalry that 
Another Power will embarrass us But Empires are commonly expected 
to submit to blackmail for an outrage on nationality It is into 
some such embroilment as this that our complaisance to Russia 
may drag us. From this train of disasters Sir Edward Grey can 
yet escape. He can enter the most emphatic protest against 
the Russian ultimatum. He can demaftd th r , withdrawal from 
Persian soil by a fixed date, not merely of the new forces, but 
t also of the garrisons permanently settled at Tabriz and other 
centres He can declare that the invasion is a breach of ihc 
whole spirit of the convention. The mere intimation by private 
diplomatic channels of an intention to take this course would 
probably suffice. But if it did not, it is time to ask for some 
return from France for the gift we made to her of a North 'Yfriran 
Empire. Russia could not survive a co’dnes* which would close 
to her at once the Paris Bourse and the London Money Market 
The means of dealing with this anxious situation are at Sir Edward 
Grey's disposal, if only he will bring himself to be half as rough 
with a disloyal partner as he was with an open, hones rival. A 
leading article in the Ttmes, backed by another in the Temp*, 
would probably avail to check the pace of the Russian advance 
We can use such expedients to enslave the Moors I,et us usr 
1 them to free the Persians. 


The “ Empire." , 

% The situation m Persia is developing as rapidly and as di*as 

• * trously as the worst pessimist muld desire The rase tor Sir Edward 

Grey's diplomacy rests entirely upon the of Russian 

* professions, and every hour ipakesit clearer that those professions are 
utterly worthless. The Persiifti •Governmert has yielded to the 

* Russian ultimatum, and Mr. Shuster ha> received his longc, but 
the only notice which Russia bxF condescended to take of thib 
compliance is to announce that she has no intention of with drawing 
her troops for a long lime, and to heavily reinforce the army which she 
kl pouring into Northern P#nu^ Apparently the Russian troops caught 
A Tartar at Tabriz, which has always bc<-n a turbulent centre, and an 
asncounier look place in which a number of Russians lost their Jives 

According to Russian sources, which may or may not be reliable, the 
ftdais mutilated the bodies of Ruwutn corpses , in retu.n for 
which the Russians are alleged to have butchered 500 -Persians. As 
regards the brutality of these proceedings it is clear that it 11 a case 
of honours easy, while Russia as the aggressor must bear the brunt 
of the moral responsibility. 

^uch are the methods of the Power which Sir Edward Grey has 
been backing with might and main, to the exclusion of a 
number of Britishers from the Persian service, and the ignominious 
dimisaal of the first honest and competent administrator who ha» 
* - ever been placed in cliarge of Persian finance We do not know 
what Sir Edward Grey will make of the situation in Southern Persia, 
where anarchy now reigns supreme; but it is obvious to the dullest 
’ intelligence that his policy is more or less directly responsible for it 
The reason why anarchy prevails in Southern Persia is simply (hat 
th% nat ional Government has not the funds to pay its administration. 

' "(It will be noted that the assailants of the British Consular escort 

• at Karenin were K&shgai Road Guards, who have probably received 
DO nay for months.) And why are the funds of the Persian 

I*Government so low? Because Mr. Shuster, the expert whome they 
~ Called in to put their affairs straight^ web checked And hampered 
•i at every turn of Ins remedial efforts by the Russians, who were 
| frortaUy afraid that he would suited in restoring order and pros- 
jyetity to the country. Add in pursuing this sinister policy Russia 


restore the finances of Persia, the Russians have forced the Persian 
Government to expel him under pain of a Muscovite conquest It 
is in complete accordance with this policy that having succeeded, ^ 
with British assistance, in reducing Persia to a more deplorable state t* 
than she has ever yet been in^ the Russians should remain in 
occupation of Northern Persia in cynical disregard of their pledgee. 

It is clear that Great Britain cannot remain any longer a party 
to these iniquities. Public opinion will demand that British diplo- - 
macy shall bo immediately dissociated from them, and if this means ’ 
tlie retirement of Sir Edward Grey from his present position we do¬ 
ne* imagine that many people will feel any strong regret. The 
withdrawal of British support will be only one of the difficulties which 
Russia will have to encounter in her new and sinister enterprise. 
The outbreak at Tabriz is, one cannot help drinking, a mere 
foretaste of what she may expect, the more the occupation is pro - f 
longed. Feeble and forlorn as is the state of Pereia to all outward 
appearance, there is no force on earth so resistless as the combined 
impulses of patriotism and despair Nor is it conceivable that 
Turkey and Afghanistan can continue to view the encroachment 
upon Persia with calmness. It threatens to drive & wedge into die 
solid band of MahomedAn states stretching from the Mediterranean 
to the Hindoo Kush. It threatens directly the independence of 
Afghanistan If the British Foreign Office were directed by the 
most ordinary intelligence it would be perfectly easy to checkmate 
Russia by utilizing the materials lying so conveniently to hand, and. 
without shedding the blood of a single British or Indian grenadier. 


parity to tha country. Arid in pursuing this ajhuter policy Russia 
"'" /i^BU Wdubusly lupported tbe fhole* time by Sir Edward Gray. 
" ' |Now\ veer succeatrallj thwarting every attempt of Mr. Shuster to 


Verse. 

Old Year. 

Year! old year! fast fading year! 

Hast thou no word to say, no dying word. 
Between the gloaming and the gloom 
Of thy sad doom ? 

Or is the poor, frail, failing voice unheard, 

Unseen the wan, weak tear f 
Year! old year! 

Year! old year! fast fading year! 

Eternity was uiilw in fierce travail, — 

And Fate of all things most forlorn 
Ere time was born : 

Did not her primal agonised wail 
Pierce thine unborn ear ? 

Year! old year! 

Year 1 old year! fast fading year! [wave 

When from the shoreless sea rolled one more 
World-ward, and the Lord knew 'twas thou, 
Upon thy brow, 

Scrawled He the gaunt old legend of the grave 
In foam-flakes dank and drear r . * 

Year! old year! 

Year! old year! fast fading year I J 
Was thy last sun not pale for pity's sake 
Or love’s ? Nay 1 gliding otherwhere, 

O’er marsh or mere, 

• Glanced he not back upon his wasteful wake, 

Or shed a wistful tear f . 

Year! old year I 

Year! old year! poor, lost old year ! 

Thy knell is tolling now ; the tale is told 
Of thy brief days ; thy life is done 
With scarce goal won : [cold 

Time claims his dead, and lays thee stark and 
Upon his misty bier* * • 

Year I old year I 

Year! old year! poor dead old year I 

Thy face was comely once, thy voice once sweet 

To hear, and once auiwart, thy brow, 

Not dark as now, [fleet 

Shone glow-worm gleams of hope* some flashes 
Of iov that came not near! t- 


Year! old year I 
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The War Supplement. 


News of the Week. 


Egyptian Feeling. 


Revter wired from Rome on the 24th instant 1 —The Turks 
tprice attacked the redoubts at Benghazi on the night of the arst 
instant but were driven ofT. An action lasting six hours took place 
At Tobfuk on the 22nd instant! the warships taking part The Italians 
lost seven killed and sixteen wounded The enemy lost heavily. The 
Italian warship Pitgha has seized in the Red Sea the steamer 
Mmzalch bouru^ for Hodeidah with £30,000 sterling on board. 
The steamer Menaaleh , which was seized by the Italian cruiser in 
the Red Sea, was allowed to pioceed after the cruiser had taken off 
£30,000 and also Ottoman parcels 

Reuter wired from Rome on the 25th '—The cruixci Puglia 
has seized the hospital ship Kaisvricah in the Red Sru, although 
she was flying a Red Cross flag, because the search showed an entire 
lick of hospital appliances It 15 suspected that the Kaisericah 
was used as a transport 

Reuter wired from Constantinople on Die 25U1 —Papers report 
continuous fighting in Tripoli and Cyicnaica, residing 111 favour 
of Arabs and Tuifcs, who, ii is stated, fought with fHI vigour and 
enthusiasm. 

"Reuter wires from Rome Sevual thousand Turks with 
aitiPery advanced on the morning of the* 25lhtinstaru on Benghazi, 
but were checked by cannon Ine fr rn the Italians at <1 range of 
i^ooo yards The Turk*? retreated to the oasis at sunset. 


News by the English Mail. 

7npoh y Dttembn z 

I he Turks and Arabs have earned away all the momy and stores 
from the Gharan, Ycfren, Zil>then, and Syr l branches of the liauk 
of Rome. 

The Italian military authorities have taken extra prccauti* ns 'o 
prevent any possible mil breaks on the part ol the native population 
during the ifiuhraiinn of the IJairam festivities. To nmk the 
occasion, the Italian Guvnumcnt lias had 500 sheep unpor.id from 
Tunisia, and these will be distributed to the Arab pu* r classes The 
prayers of the L T ),ima iii the mosques have bc-m modified in the 
sense that there is no longer any if vocation 01 victory for the arms 
of the Sultan —(Renta ) 

(From 'ink "Times*” Own CorkksfonI’Fnt.) 


Thk accounts of the noting in Alexandria on 31st October were 
grossly exa gg erated in some of ihe English newspapers, whilst fflo 
Daily Telegraph Cairo correspondent actually declared that 
" martial law w had been proclaimed, an utterly unfounded statement^ 
and an instance of the little reliance that is to be placed on much 
of the Egyptian news that appears in the English Press. All the 
jingo papers in London, in connection with the riot, celebrated the 
triumph of Ixird Kitchener, his activity, his resource, his foresight, 
his promptitude, and all the rest of it. If even such an incident 
had occurred under a native Government, the same papers would 
hold it up as evidence of the incapacity of the native rulers to 
maintain order. 

What happened, however, is easily explained. When the 
newspapers on the Monday pjbl'shcd the reports of the Turkish 
successes at Tripoli there was a perfectly natural outburst of 
enthusiasm nmong&t Egyptians. On Tuesday a crowd collcrted on 
the quays to celebrate the Turkish victory We quote from the 
official nuount issued by the Ministry of the InteriorThe 
victory was celebrated calmly and the proceedings on thewvhole 
wen: orderly When the crowd was dispersing at about 5 o'clock, 
a group of young men began to parade the streets uttering loud 
cries of congratulation for 'Turkey By degrees they attiacted the 
attention ol the public, and the result was that a considerable crowd 
soon assembled in Lht main streets of the town. Whilst the 
procession was piocceillng down the streets of Iiamamil, Warsha, 
Anastas^i, and Baiunumi, boinu .shots were fred at it by certain 
Europeans Four natives were wounded by the shots, blit not 
seriou^y. Eleven others were injured, some slightly, others more 
gravely by stones and sLahbing. One native is already dead. An 
Italian had also ’•cine slight wounds. 1 « 

From tin*, it is clcai, as was also stated independently in the 
local m wsp ipers, that the origin of the disorder was the firing of 
shot* by some luluns at .1 native procession. Vet, as might be 
expected, we find must of the European Press laying all the blame 
lor Die occurrence, *s usual, on the Egyptians. The Bourse 
Iig\phr'ni' thinks that i\v responsibility lies on the Egyptian 
Government fur not preventing the publication of "mischievous 
ai tic Its ,l j-i the Prcjh. What the Bourse Egyptienne really 
means is that no news of Italian defeats ought to be made public 
in Egypt, only the news ol Italian “ victories"; whilst no word 
criticising the Italian crime against civilisation must be said lest 
it excite “ native ” susceptibilities ,—Egypt 


9 " Cwutantui'pie, December i 

A rumour lf c urrenl m usually wrll-infoimed circles here ihat 
the Government has received yiformiliun confirming the Julian 
accounts of succcss.cs at Tripoli antf liana, and has in cons"C|ULnce 
decided to send no more offices to 'Turkish Africa It is believed 
that the Tuikish offers meg finding 3' »me difficulty in keeping tho 
Arabs together and thal the want 01 ammunition is making itself tell. 
On the other hand, there seems no doubt that toe firsl Italian attack 
at all events, on Ain Zara was successfully repulsed, nuii.ly by 
Turk bn Regular troops. 

# •The defences of the Daifldiicllcs have been further strengthened 
by tlw addition of a nifinber of naval quick-firing pieces Yesterday 
4 four old tiansports were towed out from the Golden Horn, and it is 
averted that they will be taken to the Djurianeiles and tMre sunk 
with the object of forming a sort of breakwater which would protect 
tho Turkish Fleet from Italian submarines. It would seem highly 
unpmbqhjp that the Turkish naval and military authorit.es would 
adopt iTwngular a method of detence when it is always possible to 
withdraw thr threatened vessels to the friendly shelter of the Golden 
Ham. 


Moslem Feeling. 

Thk Straj-ul-Akhbar of Kabul, dated the 15th instant, con- 
> (du thfi illt of a stilting speech delivered by the Amir in Durbar-r 
An st JeUeisb&d in which llis Majesty appealed to his servants 
subjects to contribute to the Red Crescent Fund which has been 
started in Kabul under-the patronage of His Majesty. 

Cm. Saturday, 23rd instant, there was a largely attended mass 
j^ettng pf Muhammadans at Kehalpur, a village in the sub-division 
of Baffitbat, District *4-Perganaa, in which resolutions were 
ited protesting against Italian afeooties in TripoMyinpathiring 
' the Government of HU Majesty the Sultan on Account of the 
attack by Italy <m Tripoli ana expressing deep regret at the 
icaace of Great Britain in the Russian dem&PjdJ on Persia. a 

• : - • • ■ . / 
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Progress of the War. 

(Bv rnK "Times'” Military Correspondent) 

The second phase of the war has now begun. The Italian 
Government in conducting affairs with increasing cncrgv. and* with 
ihe obvious in ten l ion of creating such a situation in North Africa that 
the Turkish Government will bo induced ta consider ulterior 
resistance hopeless. f 

On ?6rh November General Caneva carried oik an offensive 
movement with a limited and topographical objective—namely, the 
recover} of the remainder of that portion of the eastern oasis 
abandoned after the fighting of 26th October With this objective he 
disposed ,hi« newly-arrived 6th Brigade on the desert side, partly in 
order to oppose any Turkish movement from Ain Zam and partly to 
assist in the recontjuest of Fort D of Sidi Messri, and witff the 
remainder of his available troops delivered a direct attack upon the 
general line Fort D—Henni—Sciara Sciat. The 6th Brigade 
included the 33rd, 50th, and 52nd Regiments of Infantry, with which 
there marched two field and two mountain batteries and two squad¬ 
rons of the Lodi Regiment. The 50th Regiment, guns, and cavalry 
threatened Ain Zara and engaged in some long-range firing with the 
'Turkish troops in this position, while the rest of the Brigade co¬ 
operated % in the attack on Fort D. On the eastern front tjje attack 
was conducted by General de Chauratoirg 3rd Division. From right 
to left the troops included the nth Bersaglieri (15th, 27th, and 33rd 
Battalions), 18th Infantry, 1st and 2nd Regiments of Grenadiers, and 
93rd Infantry. The Italian forts and trenches at tho western end 
of the oasis continued to be held by the 6th, 40th, 82nd, and 641b 
Regiments, while the newly-arrived 37th and 73rd Regiments 
peLrolled the town and environs. 

General de Cbaurand’s attack met with no organized resistance, 
but in the running fight which ensued with Arab skirmishers led by 
Turkish soldiers the Italians had about 120 casualties, and their 
enemy probably suffered a heavier loss. In the afternoon the 
• 
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objective indicated to the troops was attained, and the Italian# 
then aei about the construction of a fresh line of trencher to secure 
the ground that had been won. Thus about a mile and a half more 
of the oasis had been recaptured, but the weak opposition had not 
by any mean^becn crushed. , 

Further consideration and the reports of several reconnaissances 
seem to have shown the Italian commander that he might give his 
troops their heads without any serious nsk. An attack on Ain Zara 
was planned and carried out on Monday last by Major-General 
Feccri Giralda's ist Division, which is believed to include the 6th, 
40th, Band, 84th Regiments The result jrps what everyone expected. 
The weak Turkish forces which have beep bluffing the Italians all 
these long weeks were at once driven inland are probably now well 
on their way to Gharmn. A slight threat by Arab Volunteers on the 
Italian flanks seems to have checked the advance and to have 
allowed the Turks to get clear Away with most of their wounded 
and their baggage There appears to have been no pursuit, and the 
weakness of the C avalry force with the expedition probably rendered 
a paying pursuit impracticable The resolute manner m which Colo¬ 
nels Newt and Fethy iiey have hung upon the Italians all this time, 
no less than the skilful manner in which they extricated themselves 
at the end, deserves warm praise. 

In addition to the special 4th Division, mentioned in a previous 
article, a 5th Division is now practically ready, This division in¬ 
cludes the Salerno Brigade, made up of the 35th and 139th Regi¬ 
ments, and another brigade probably composed of the 71I1 Infantry 
and 4th Bersagheri, The 4th and 5th special Divisions have left 
their 1 garrisons and most of the troops should have embarked by 
this time, Their destination is said Lo be Tripoli, hut ihvrc is no 
word of the arrival of any troops of these units in Nnrtn Africa as 
yet. The serious disadvantages entailed by the skimming of regi- 
' mentl to make up ethers proceeding to the front has been exempli¬ 
fied in the case of the 7th Infantry, which has already sent 500 
men away to the 63rd at Hcnga/i and 10 the 93rd at Tripoli Hie 
manner in which the Italian StafT has proceeded in the constitution 
of its regiments is not to be taken as a model It must also be 
remarked that the Tripoli expedition has mow affected the strength 
and solidarity of almost every brigade n fitly ('ounting only by 
0 # virions, one-fifth of the Army his been sent oversea, but irlually 
the drain is greater. It is to bu supposed th it the 1 tali in Gov rrv 
ment is taking steps*to fill up the gaps at honu Tins is 1101 dilfii ult 
SO (hr aN the rank and file are concern* d, but it m! 1 not lx so easy 
to replace the cadres, ant* in any «'nsu the reconstitution r»f Mussing 
Units will represent a charge which ilit- Govt 1 unenl wi’l wish to 
avoid. «jx '*■ 

One must, however, pay a tiilmte of admiration to [atnotic 
"fervour of the Italian population at this moment. There 1 % % good 
spirit in the counLry, and it is pleasant to mid the li frrrs Irofti 
Soldiers which are published 111 the Italian Pics-* TIil re is no 
Cavilling hut grumbling, anil the sons u the poorest i» u/jmn d.s- 
play in the.r letters to the.r parents and friends « line iUhi* r f tue 
importance of the mission confided to them by th'- country If ihe 
greatest ituliiury merit must be assigned tu llu. Tuiks .uni Ai ibs, who 
arc, with the scantiest must ns defending their cnimlrj with a re a lo¬ 
tion bordering on heroism, pi:n f .e a 1 mi i.s due to the -on? of Italy, in 
who.su letters from Africa there breathes something of tlu* spirit of 
aheient Rome. 


The Italian Atrocities in Tripoli and the 
* ' English Press. 

With regard *0 the attitude of the fori >gn lVs*. and 
particularly of the English and American l J re?s, tow .mis the ImIUo 
atrocities m Tripoli, we should bear in mind the nnpurtw t iu that 
many English and American lourniils are r-prcu-nt'-il in Ti.piJi by 
Italian?). Take the case of the Hew Ytek f hi aid (Pan ) What 
COrrespondurtt did Ibis great paper tend to Ti.puli tu leJl 11 The <uoct 
truth about the wav? It Was not an impartinl Ameucan, agminate of 
Harvard or Vale, a journalist from New York, It wax an Hal.An, 
the editor of a Palermo new^ajier^a very capable man, but oae 
who could hardly be exptcTd to write in an impartial manner about 
the Arabs. If ho did hi* Palermo pajier—which has a great sale 
among the troops owh|f to Its extreme jingoism (which makes it 
acceptable to the military* authorities) and to the proximity of 
Palermo tu the seal or war^hfi paper would be kept out of the 
£ country, he would suffer great financial Idas thereby, and most 
probably be himself nisu would be ejected. This latter misfortune 
T* wptotd mean the loss of the Herald correspondency and of the 
1 war lew? which his 07m paper has been publishing. Is it 

surprising, under these circumstances, that the New Y<trk Herald 
i| bitterly anti-Arab, madly pro-Italian ? A large number of London 
papers arc or were represented by Italians. Sometimes they had an 
t 1 Enrirth correspondent there also ; but that correspemdent left early 
01 was overshadowed by his Italian assistant. ITic Doth Mail 


wax represented by an Italian marquis. Even the Daily Chrtokt* 
was represented port of the time by an Italian. Jt is s^mlfia^tbat 
the Italian atrocities were seen, while ikay mere being actually 
committed, by an Irish Catholic; ‘ an Esgltfe Anglican of - Totp 
views; an English university graduate of Tory j‘a Londoner 
of Scotch descent and probably a Presbyterian by religion.; an 
Irishman of English birth, formerly a British 11 Tommy M in South 
Africa; a Prussian officer of extreme militarist leanings; five other 
Germans, some of r them Liberal in their views, some of tlfenft 
Conservative; a Frenchman. The evidence on the other side is 
largely that of correspondents representing English papers, but really 
Italian# Even Truth has been taken in by this It spoke a 
few weeks Ago of an interview that the Daily Mail correspondent 
in Tripoli had had with Cancva, and it seemed to attach great weight 
to the evidence of this Englishman. But the correspondent in 
question is an Italian marquis who, just before Jbe bombardment, 
sent the following gem from Malta— 11 The spirit of our soldiers is 
excellent. 1 We have the ships, we have the men, we have also the 
money 1 is all the cry.” At the end of October there were only two 
English Correspondents m Tripoli. One has since been expelled 
(as Italian correspondents are expelled duly) for not toeing the Ime. 
—Egypt. 
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19 ALWAYS 
PRODUCED• 
BV OUR • • 
COLOUR.• • 
>JNE fl HALF 
rONB BLOCKS. 

,Especially 

WHEN IN THE 
COMPANY OF 
TASTEFUL 

.Typography 

aLfmApHoimm 

*« CROOKED LANE 
^CALCUTTA 



Calcutta General 
Printing Company 


THE EDINBURGH PRESS 


PRINTING FOR 
ADVERTISERS 


MODERN 

TYPOGRAPHICAL 

DESIGN 


300, BOWBAZAR STREET 

cXlcutta <+> 


“THE NEAR EAST” 

A wcckli journal of Orienml I'ulitics, 
Literature, Finance and Conmerce, The 
reecgnizcd organ of Moslem Intcrcsta in 
Hnpbtu). Special Letters from Constantinople, 
Cairo, Tefceian, Athens, Cyprus, Diussela, etc. 

lUtea of SuliHcrjptJon ‘including postage to 
any put of the world) three months 6/., su 
months nr, on<> yerr jcj. 


Offices j Tkrogiwbvton House, 

Copthall Avenue, London, E.C 


** ■*« “«■ 
w *- 1 , ^ *. ' 


Free Fortune. 


Gmiiff u yqnr address brings you M Kilide 
Kumst” free* Your address arnring at one of 
36 numbers given in “ Kiltde* Kumal" bring 
Ton a free prise. Prizes range worth between 
Ks. 100 ana Re. J* If yon suspect some 
m this offer Why not write and discover 
the trick 


/ 


TIT-BIT COMPANY, 


^-1-iA 


•TVl! 

.«■ Hs» 


r fc V 




In Aid of 
The 

Moslem University Fond. 

Dr. Iqbal'* National Song. 

SniBp 

A Muhammadan Gentleman 
of Aligarh. 


10-Inch Double-tided Record. 

„ (912524. 

Ksa - {9-12525. 

Price, R*. 3. 

To bo had from Agent* of 
The Gramophone Comping, 
Limited, i^nghout India. 


WANTED 

T CANVASSERS ' 

Apply for tern* to:—MANAGER, 
“The Comrade," 

109, Ripon Street, CALCUTTA 

Kashmir Shop, 

K. Sadruddin Abdul Khafflc, 

/uw Saboma, Amntaar (Pu|^) 


Dealers in Stawls, Silks, Phulkari, 
Skins, Old Persian Carpets, Mirzapur 
Carpels, Bokhara Soznies, Old Silk^ 
Embroideries, Old Brass*are, New** 
Brass ware, Woodwork, and all kinds 
or Persian and Indian Cunos 

OUR CALCUTTA SHOP, 
4, PARK STREET. 


jljAtt jjo Dnnn-i-Siuhwar 
Diwan-i-Moalla of Hunt All. 

Translated by the late Uoolua Amjad Ah 
“AaUaii” Price, Cloth Re. lj Piper Aa g 

To bo haJfrom SYED MANZU AU. 

Sub-Editor ," The Old Boy" Burnt j. 

ALUKSEER AERATED POWDER. 

The powder makes with ordiiury 
water the purest, the most delicious, 
cooling, digestive, and effervescing 
drinks at absolutely the lowest cost 

Sod*, Laura, Rom, Ginger, Pineapple. 

1 lb. tin of any variety makes 80 drinks, Ks. 1-14 

4 lb. 11 >p ip 4® t* 11 l*o 

4 »■ • *» 1* 20 „ * „ q*9 

ALUKSEER COMPANY, 

£/, Clive Street, Calcutta . 

8-v-rr. 


pea mauua, Dtoujpe* a mild rows of fuga 

U*b Dafireella^ Afw Miatw« or Pills, Rn. l 
h BATUWALLA'S TONIC PILLS can Norw 
tn kad w sod OdobHiuiEoiibI WbhImb, R« i-L 
DATLIWALLA'S TOOTH POWDftR * tctoul 

SESXSSh(S dSSSJft.WS^ 1-1 ta 

PATLIWAtLA'S RINGWORM OINTMENT, As. 91 
.SOLD EVERYWHERE anl ALSO BY Di- H. 
BaOJWmU, Wwfl Uboniury, Dtdv, Bomfauy ai-i 


■■V *: 
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The Comrade. 


30tKDecenft£r 


2 RolUble Lines in Steel Trunk*. 

Tha “TrmwHw*Tr«ik. 


n ' 


-> \ 


* ^ -.- i - 7- 

1 % " -fy;-/ 

! *c 


Mad* or tnisi sftrcl of 24 U W. Gauge. kitted nickel-plated brus triple 
Jock and fruit l> unlit Supplied with deplicalC keys [.inanned hulliant black 
outside and Mue iWiila BoiImi of Trunk slrcngT)u.nr , il Sv iron handt and 
fitted bra** roller*. Top is nveiled. An ideal Travelling Trunk 
1 32* Xifx lift* 1 . Kt 22 8 I *6#* * >4" x U)tf' Rr 15 0 

■" tg’x W n i» v . IS II | *" ■ * 14' 

Guaranteed Strong and Dvra^a. 


12 0 


The “Orient" Bert Steel Trunk. 




1 H fyilwti 


■ 1 

IB ^ W „. 




I ' I 


ij ’ j/A/r a 


' 4 ' 1 . , t + 


-f 


M Mndc frnm ihu l»«t «Wnft nnnc'l .wel. firmly jmliUnd m>H jw»grt 
flttnattiuni.t wirli a^iflc ur ann<-. pUl.-i W-ll .taiul »nv .mount #f |ou(h 
jr/»tfe uv runu or Railway ft nulling. filtt.i lour lever nickel 

plated !r»ck. Jfrfuinnril grained Oak 'Mitsui*- rtid lm»wn made Ma<li* the 
rlnlbl MaicrmU liy the m*«*»t tspert wurku.m 

Ri 24 4 I ;o* a 17 m * <** Rs- 15 18 

, 21 4 | 17' x 15' x io" 18 8 


4a' H i/ 
3 a^ r/ X IS' 


Uniform 

ci* r. wi 

Hiuu fin a mi Quaiiiv. 
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Helmet Collar 

Ob' kci- Boaea 

The Officen’ AiMighl Improved Uniform Cam 

Strang and useful Made from 
heal Oenl l,id need leather to «n 
.> jure iu being perfectly air light. 

Fitted 4 lever lock and supplied 
wiih duplicate keys. Japs,Tied best 

- _ brilliant and dura ole black utiliide and 

— dark blue muide 

30*H ic*a \ - m R* 25-0 

20-4 

| yf - l6'* no* 32-4 

jtt'xij'Xii' r 2 S -0 

jj'xia'uy*' , 16-0 


tkr 4 Kiickeaer" Helmek Ceee. 

A*very |Sandv article fur keeping 
lieliM'U, JU;«, etc. No gentle 
it hbuukl b' 1 *mU»v»uI fin Ok fl>e 
. _jI bl'Kk-tinfffncs 10 make this case 
which Ik hut! with strong reliable 
lock and lwndB on \oft fo1 eimuog 
Japanned brdltntii bbCk fiutalile mu! 
Uhwn in<dde. lk^c workmanrt^ 

thlfHigliimt 

Ruf)ly Wonderful Velum. 

14'K vi'xij f To Ukc 1 Hel- 
« mets Ra. 8-12 

ij"x iu"X lai - To lake 1 llel- 
net ra. 

i&’u t 2 *M 13 J To ukr a 
Kitdirnu * Ihd'nct’ IO H^O 
16 'mi-v 1 ,- To take 1 
14 Kitchenei 11 Helnu; ft*. B-ll 




- _ —j* 


Wri(« fend oak at about anytMaf you 
Wo efll quote you 


u by 1 


An Extra Special Line. 


Our Fi 


Patent Alr-tJfht Ue Boo 



v -; / 

C 

C ^ 

* /A, * ’ 

Rede cca MeU J , * 

" ;*» 

Pifeci at ice 

>*r | 

mg to a mini< * ^ , 


and cools 

• 

mum The best 

* u /- 

.Whbky and 

• 

yet produced. 

- 1 N 

i<-E fi'!/ ; „ ^ 

Soda Rottlcs ai 


’ M «a '^r - 

• well 


The most usefiil pettern yet invented for prepervirg ice. Made tai 
double block Un. Inside is linid with felt an nick thick and overjthii felt 
lining 11 a sheeting of tine. The lid and front co rr are filled inmda mlh 
thick broudcloth which ensures the boa l-ing jwHcctly air tight Ttiere iu 
zinc drainer inside to drain off the lh tiled \cc an^ a brass cock in the bottom 
to tel out the water The tov u divided mlo two purtitioiu, tlie upper portion 
Tor storing the ice aful the lower portion r or terpmg Wh«sky and Soda-water 
Initiks MeKiug prujKiuilK* <jf ilc is rcdui.? I l«» a imnitiium when stored in 
thu patent preiciver and suchl siu^U ^unrtitv [as doe* melt goes to rook the 
hollies instead of being wasted Kneed iv«ide the hd is an iron spike for 
breaking the ice Japanned beat bnllutnrgrained owk outside 

191*013'* 164' fur ubotiles Hi. 22-8 

lflft'x 12* * 13!" 

I 4 I*X 12 *X I 2 i* 


ij*'X 94 # X io| # -« » 

NmB. —Keep ice wrapped in a piece q$ 


20-U 

16-4 


firi. 




Aluminium War*. 


Wk are thu Agenh bir I hc Indian Alumninim Ca, 
I^i, Madras, and shall be pleased to luraard their original 
Catalogue if>ou eftnnut fim! ihc partn ubr article you are 
looking fur 


Toble KiiivM, Spoon* & Fork* 





H 



!■* IH 

Tea Spoons 
DpAsert Spoop* 
Table SpuoM 
Devtn k«rks 
TaMe FpAs 
lVhle KWff* 
Gravy Spoon* 
Salt Spoons 


SuvkrtUc Collar Boa 
Round Mule frnn best double 

bk>;k-tiA Strong and Ifetmc Fitted 
with has^ for padlnek and handle 00 top 
for lifting laponucd hr-Hum block out- 
side and tight brown inside. 

n'ayl'x j" To hold i* doawi 

Collars R* 2-6 
8rx8J # xil* Toholdadnten 

Cidlnrs .. Ra 3*2 


Finfs r Bowls. 
FiueM *Hh 

PolUhed rtm. 


Reg. No 

•w**r - 

?*«’ - 


MS- 

As. » 

..10 


cm* 

D»Mnt 


$ 0 * 4 


PUtafS 


Reg. No, * 3 * 4 - 
PulUhmL. Vnppft**l 

... +f' Off 

0 *ii CMIO 

mi* 


Toart Rich 

ok 

fESSf 

No. 91. 

Ri. 3-8 each 


h lk 


r 1 


> U 
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